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BANKING & FINANCE
China to soon launch its own cryptocurrency
Peoples Bank of China (PBoC) is issuing its own cryptocurrency. The banks
researchers have been working last year to develop systems, and the cryptocurrency
is close to being out," The event is held by China Finance 40 Forum over the
weekend in Yichun, Heilongjiang.
Mu repeated the PBoCs intention that the digital currency would replace M0 or
cash in circulation rather than M2, which would generate credit and impact
monetary policy. The digital currency support the yuans circulation and
internationalization.The remarks signal the PBoC is inching toward formally
introducing a digital currency of its own after five years of research.
Facebook Inc.s push to create cryptocurrency Libra caused concerns among global
central banks, including the PBoC digital asset must be put under central bank
oversight to prevent potential foreign exchange risks and protect the authority of
monetary policy. The Libra must be seen as a foreign currency and be put under
Chinas framework of forex management.Thedecentralized blockchain-based
offerings, the PBoCs currency is intended to give Beijing more control over its
financial system.According to patents registered by the central bank, consumers
and businesses would download a mobile wallet and swap their yuan for the digital
money which they could use to make and receive payments. The PBoC could also
track every time money changes hands.
China
President: Xi Jinping Trending
Capital: Beijing
Currency: Renminbi

State Bank of India and BoB to link home loan product to RBIs repo rate
Bank of Baroda (BoB) planned to linked its home loan product to RBIs (Reserve
Bank of India (RBI)repo rate after State Bank of India (SBI). With this, home
loans at BOB will be available at repo rate linked interest rate starting at 8.35%The
MCLR linked home loan product is available starting at 8.45%, which had come
into effect on 7th August 2019 after the MCLR was reduced by 15 basis
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points(bps).This decision is following RBI reducing the key interest rate (repo) by
35 basis points to a nine-year low of 5.40%.Many other state-run banks, including
Union Bank of India, Allahabad Bank, Bank of India and Syndicate Bank
expressed their intention to launch loan products linked to an external benchmark.
About SBI:
Headquarters: Mumbai, Maharashtra
Chairman: Rajnish Kumar
About Bank of Baroda
Headquarters: Alkapuri, Vadodara
CEO: P. S. Jayakumar

Centre introduces scheme for NBFCs and HFCs
Centre has announced a partial guarantee scheme in the budget for non-banking
finance companies (NBFCs) and housing finance companies (HFCs). The
scheme will allow the Public Sector Banks to purchase their assets.
Aim:
The scheme is aimed to provide liquidity support to the NBFCs and HFCs. The
key reason for the slowdown in the economy is the stress on NBFCs and HFCs.
The stress has also caused reduced credit flow to small businesses and consumers.
Now, by improving the liquidity the scheme aims to avoid thedistress sale of
assets in a sector facing a shortage of cash due to asset- liability mismatch.
For the implementation of the scheme, the government has planned a mechanism
which will elicit information on a real-time basis.
Guidelines of the Scheme:
As per the guidelines:
If any assets purchased by a bank from a stressed NBFC or HFC, the Department
of Economic Affairs (DEA) will provide government guarantee of up to 10% of
the fair value of assets.
The scheme will be capped at Rs.1 lakh crore and will be open for up to six
months.
The government will settle claims by banks within five working days.
NBFCs will have to pay a fee to the government, at 0.25% per annum of the fair
value of assets sold to banks.
Standard assets: They will be able to sell 20% of standard assets, worth up to
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Rs.5,000 crore, as on March 31.
Pooled assets: The one-time guarantee on the pooled assets will be valid for 24
months from the date of purchase and can invoked in specified circumstances.
The Department of Financial Services will obtain information on transactions in a
prescribed format from PSBs and send a copy to the budget division of the
Department of Economic Affairs.
NBFCs that registered with RBI and HFCs registered with National Housing
Bank can take benefit under the scheme.

RBI launches regulatory sandbox for Fintech companies
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) issued the final framework for regulatory
sandbox (RS) for the startups, banks and financial institutions. The Fintech
companies can now set up their own RS for live testing of innovative products in
areas like retail payments, digital KYC and wealth management.
Aim:
The framework aims to enable innovations in the financial technology space. It
will also foster responsible innovation in financial services, promote efficiency and
bring benefit to consumers.
It will encourage innovations that are intended for use in the Indian market in
areas where there is absence of governing regulations.
Eligibility to enter RS:
Fintech companies including startups, banks, financial institutions and any other
company partnering with or providing support to financial services businesses.
Guidelines:
As per the guidelines:
Mobile technology applications, data analytics, application program interface
(APIs) services, applications under block chain technologies, and artificial
intelligence and machine learning applications can also be considered for testing
under RS.
The sandbox entity should ensure that any existing obligations to the customers of
the financial service under experimentation are fulfilled or addressed before exiting
or discontinuing the RS.
Regulatory Sandbox (RS):
A regulatory sandbox refers to live testing of new products or services in a
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controlled/test regulatory environment. The regulators can permit certain
regulatory relaxations for the limited purpose of the testing.

Denmarks Jyske Bank unveiled worlds first negative interest rate home loan
Denmarks third-largest bank Jyske Bank launched the worlds first negative interest
rate mortgage. The bank handling out loans to homeowners where the charge is
minus 0.5% a year. It has begun offering borrowers a 10-year deal at -0.5%. Jyske
bank borrowers will make a monthly repayment, as usual, The amount still
outstanding will be reduced each month by more than the borrower.
Negative interest rates effectively mean that a bank pays a borrower to take money
off their hands, so they pay back less than they have been loaned.
Another Danish bank, Nordea will begin offering 20-year fixed-rate deals at 0%
and a 30-year mortgage at 0.5%.
About Jyske Bank:
Founded: 1967
Headquarters: Silkeborg, Denmark
CEO: Anders Dam
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BUSINESS & ECONOMY
Reliance Jio and Microsoft partner to accelerate digital transformation in
India
Reliance Jio Infocomm Limited (Jio) and Microsoft Corporation companies
have a unique relationship.
Their main aim is at accelerating the digital transformation of the Indian economy
and society.
This 10-year commitment combines the world-class capabilities of both companies
to offer a detailed set of solutions comprising connectivity, computing, storage
solutions, and other technology services and applications essential for Indian
businesses
Jio and Microsoft aim to enhance the adoption of leading technologies like data
analytics, AI, cognitive services, blockchain, Internet of Things, and edge
computing among small and medium enterprises to make them ready to compete
and grow, while helping accelerate technology-led GDP growth in India and
driving adoption of next-gen technology solutions at scale.
Reliance Jio and Microsoft Business Partnership
There are some highlights of the Reliance Jio and Microsoft Business
Partnership details which are specified here below
Jio provide its internal workforce with cloud-based productivity and collaboration
tools available with Microsoft 365 and will migrate its non-network applications to
the Microsoft Azure cloud platform.Jios connectivity infrastructure main aim to
connect everyone, everything, everywhere will promote the adoption of the
Microsoft Azure cloud platform within its growing ecosystem of startups.Jio will
set up data centers in locations across India .It consists of next-generation compute,
storage and networking capabilities and Microsoft .They will deploy its Azure
platform in these datacenters to support Jios offerings. The initial two datacenters,
which can house IT equipment consuming up to 7.5 MW of power, are being set up
in the states of Gujarat and Maharashtra.
These are targeted to be fully operational in calendar year 2020.Jio will have the
Microsoft Azure cloud platform to develop innovative cloud solutions focused on
the needs of Indian businesses.Indian startups will have access to efficient and
affordable cloud infrastructure and platform services, enabling them to develop
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innovative products and services faster and more cost-effectively.Small and
medium businesses in India will have access to a range of cloud-based productivity
collaboration and business applications including Office 365.It enables them to
compete more effectively in the Indian marketplace.Large companies will be able
to accelerate their own digital transformations by leveraging new Jio solutions that
can work with Microsoft offerings already in use within many large enterprises.The
partner ecosystem in India will have the opportunity to leverage Jios new
offerings to serve the unique needs of their customers and rapidly grow their
businesses.Jio will be executing on its vision of integrated speech and computer
vision solutions for Indian customers by working together with Microsoft to
develop solutions.

South Korea will remove Japan from preferred trade list
South Korea decided to remove Japan from a list of nations receiving preferential
treatment in trade.It was a retaliatory move to Tokyos recent decision to downgrade
Seouls trade.
South Korean Trade Minister Sung Yun-mo removed Japan from the countrys
29-country white list.The reason is that it has failed to uphold international
principles while managing its export controls on sensitive materials. South Korea
took this decision mainly because Japan failed to uphold international principles
while managing its export controls on sensitive materials. The preferred trade list is
a list of nations receiving preferential treatment in trade.
History of South Korea and Japan
Decades-long tensions between Seoul and Tokyo after the South Korean Supreme
Court ordered Japanese companies to compensate South Korean laborers were
forced to work for them during World War II.Japan forced hundreds of thousands
of Koreans to fight, work, and made many women provide sex. Japan and South
Korea normalized diplomatic relations in a 1965 saw Tokyo Seoul grants wolth
$300 million and loans of $200 million over 10 years.Japan and South Korea
normalized diplomatic relations in a 1965 pact that sa Tokyo Seoul grants wolth
$300 million and loans of $200 million over 10 years. Japanese maintains that the
1965 treaty had settled all colonial-era debts, while recent South Korean
govemments have said that Japan's repayments only cover some debts.
South Korea
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Currency: South Korean won
President: Moon Jae-in
Capital: Seoul

Saudi Aramco remains worlds most profitable company
Saudi Aramco is the worlds most profitable company and paid out almost all its
net income in dividends. The corporate titans such as Apple Inc., Amazon.com Inc.,
and other big oil producers, many of which suffered larger declines in profit as
output and crude prices fell. The Aramco paid out $46.4 billion in dividends in the
first half. That included a $20 billion special payout to its owner.The Saudi
government compares with a $6 billion payout last year.
The particular interest to potential investors ahead of an initial public offering
planned for 2020 or 2021 according to money manager T. Rowe Price Group Inc.
Aramco, officially known as Saudi Arabian Oil Co., published annual financial
statements for the first time in April, ahead of a $12 billion bond sale.
The average selling price for Aramcos crude fell to $66 a barrel in the first half
from $69 a year earlier, while crude production held steady at 10 million barrels of
oil equivalent a day. Unlike most other energy companies, Aramcos output is
controlled by the state the worlds biggest oil exporter and the hefty royalties and
taxes it pays underpin the Saudi economy.
Although the kingdoms dependence on Aramco places a heavy burden on the
companys cash, its free cash flow increased almost 7% to $38 billion as a result of
working-capital movements and lower capital.
This all results in the best financial performance that any investors whether debt or
equity would look for when evaluating a company.
Saudi Arabia wants to raise a record $100 billion from selling a 5% stake in
Aramco, which would make it the biggest IPO in history and a windfall for any
banks that win a role. The kingdom has valued the company at a whopping $2
trillion, though the firms 2018 financials indicated a valuation closer to $1.2
trillion.
Acquisition Plans
Saudi Arabia announced plans for an Aramco IPO three years ago, Aramco plans to
buy a stake in the refining and chemicals business of Indias Reliance Industries Ltd
for its crude and diversification downstream. Aramco will acquire a 20% stake in
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the companys oil-to-chemicals business, including the 1.24 million-barrel-a-day
Jamnagar refining complex on Indias west coast, Reliance Chairman Mukesh
Ambani in Mumbai. The deal comes amid ambitious plans by Saudi Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman, who runs the country day to day, to move the economy
away from its reliance on oil sales. Saudi Arabia is getting a makeover under the
prince, who assumed his de facto leadership in 2017 vowing to steer the kingdom
from its near-total dependence on crude by masterminding reforms known as
Vision 2030.
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INTERNATIONAL
N Korea rejects S Koreas pledge to unify the countries
North Korea'sleader Kim Jong-unrefused the pledge of the South Korean
President Moon Jae-in's tounify the North and South Korea by 2045. North
Korea leader Kim Jong-un cited the reason for the loss of dialogue momentum was
entirely the responsibility of South Korea.
North Korea's move:
North Korea also launched at least two short-range projectiles into the sea on 16
August. The country has protested against joint U.S.-South Korea military drills.
North Korea's actions have called the countries for war. It has also fired several
short-range missiles since July. North Korea's new weapon has been seen as an
attempt to pressure Washington and Seoul over slow nuclear negotiations and their
joint military exercises.
North Korea:
Type of Government: Unitary one-party republic
Leader: Kim Jong-un, he is the Party Chairman and Chairman of the State Affairs
Commission
President of Assembly Presidium: Choe Ryong-hae
Capital: Pyongyang
Currency: Korean People's won ()
Official languages: Korean

India contributes $1 million to UN fund
India contributed $1 million to the UN Special Purpose Trust Fund for the
Resident Coordinator System.
The Special Purpose Trust Fund (SPTF) is a specific fund housed within the UN
Secretariat established to receive, consolidate, manage and account for all
contributions and financial transactions of the new Resident Coordinator system in
a transparent and effective way.
The fund was established to receive, consolidate, manage and account for all
contributions and financial transactions of the new Resident Coordinator system in
a transparent and effective way.
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Special Purpose Trust Fund (SPTF)
A UN Special Purpose Trust Fund (SPTF) established to receive, consolidate,
manage and account for all contributions and financial transactions of the
reinvigorated RC system. The Fund is housed in the UN Secretariat and will be
administered by the Office of the Controller in the Department of Management.
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INDIAN AFFAIRS
Rajnath Singh approves Child Care Leave for Male Service Personnel in
Defence Forces
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh approved extending benefits of childcare leave to
single male service personnel. The decision is in sync with an order by
theDepartment of Personnel and Training (DoPT).
The decision is in sync with an order by theDepartment of Personnel and
Training (DoPT). The minister gave his nod for giving certain relaxation in
childcare leave (CCLNSE 1.31 %) provisions in case of women officers in defence
forces.The CCL is granted only to women officers in defence forces. Recently,
DoPT has made certain amendments to allow CCL to civilian employees whereby
the CCL granted to woman employees till now has been extended to the single
male government. The age limit of 22 years prescribed earlier in the case of a child
with 40 per cent disability has been removed for the purpose of availing CCL.
Further, the minimum period of CCL that can be availed at a time has been reduced
to 05 days instead of 15 days. The single male service personnel will be able to
avail the benefit of CCL. Single male service personnel and woman officers of
defence forces will also be able to avail CCL in respect of child with 40 per cent
disability without any restriction of age limit for the child.Further, the minimum
period of CCL that can be availed in each spell has been reduced to five days from
the earlier limit of 15 days officials.

UP govt creates world record by planting over 22 crore saplings in one day on
77th anniversary of the Quit India Movement
Uttar Pradesh(UP) chief minister(CM) Yogi Adityanath launched the mega
greenery plantation drive called Vriksharopan Mahakumbh setsa world record by
planting over 22 crore saplings in a day.
The state entered the Guinness World Records for distributing 76,823 saplings
simultaneously in six hours across the state.The first record made for planting Five
crore saplings in the first hour i.e. from 9 am to 10 am. The 2nd record was made
for planting 1.1 lakh saplings in Kasganj in presence of UP governor, Anandi Ben
Patel. The 3rd record was made in Prayagraj for distribution of a record of 66,000
saplings at the same place in a certain time frame and the 4th record was made for

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(August 12 - August 18, 2019)

planting 22 crore saplings in a day. The state announced to plant 25 crore saplings
in the Van Mahotsav in 2020. Adityanath unveiled the logo of Vriksharopan
Mahakumbh and handed saplings of Sahjan (Drumstick) to 5 rural women. The
CM launched the drive by planting Harishankari, a combination of three sacred
trees (peepul, pakar and banyan) at Jaitikheda area in Lucknow.

Draft Agricultural policy released by Odisha government
The Odisha government released a Draft Agricultural Policy 2019 for the
agriculture sector and to focus on increasing the income of farmers.
Main Aim: To strengthen the social as well as the economic well-being of the
farmers, sharecroppers and landless laborers.
The Proper use of resources and opportunities with advanced technologies available
to contribute to the farmers wellbeing.There are about 50,000 single landless
women in Odisha. These women will be specially targeted in this draft policy
scheme for economic development.The draft policy have 8 specific strategies. They
are leveraging science and technology, adoption to climate change, markets, higher
productivity, infrastructure, diversification, skilling and strengthening
institutions.The agricultural policy implemented in Odisha was in the year 2016.
The year witnessed production of food grains by producing 117 lakh MT (Metric
Tonne) for 2016-2017.
The rate of the monthly income of the farmers grew the fastest between 2002-03
and 2015-16 where the average monthly income of a farmer of Odisha increased
from 1,062 to 7,731. This indicated a growth of 16.5%against the national growth
of 11.7%. The other previous scheme is Krushak Assistance for Livelihood and
Income Augmentation (Kalia) scheme was launched in December 2018. This
scheme is being extended for another five years.

Maharashtra seeks Rs.3000 crore as monetary assistance from the Centre
The Maharashtra government has sought Rs.3,000 crore package as assistance
from the Centre before the final review of the inter-ministerial committee on
disaster management on assessment of the damage caused by the flood. Earlier,
Karnataka State has sought Rs.3000 crore for interim flood relief.
The State's Relief and Rehabilitation, and Revenue department officials will
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asses the losses in the western Maharashtra from 70 talukas of Kolhapur, Sangli,
Satara, Thane, Nasik, Palghar, Ratnagiri, Raigad and Sindhudurg districts. The
Cabinet will review the States proposal.
In Maharashtra the crop destruction alone will be more than Rs.125 crore and
around 27,468 hectare of agriculture land has been completely destroyed.
Karnataka:
Earlier, the Karnataka State govt. has sought Rs.3,000 crore as monetary
assistance from the Centre. Karnatakas assessment of damages are based on losses
in 2,694 villages in 86 talukas of 17 districts.

Two Day exhibition on DAE Technologies inaugurated in New Delhi
The Department of Atomic Energy (DAE), Government of India, is organizing a
two-day exhibition on DAE spin-off technologies for non-power applications. The
exhibition was inaugurated by the Chairman, Union Public Service Commission
(UPSC) Shri Rakesh Gupta. The exhibition is open to the public for two days (Aug
11-12, 2019).
The exhibition is covering technologies developed by the Bhabha Atomic Research
Centre (BARC), Raja Ramanna Centre for Advanced Technology, Indore and other
Units of Department of Atomic Energy (DAE) are useful for the common man.
Health Sector :
In health sector there are three segments i) Development of Radio Pharmaceuticals
ii) Production & Distribution iii) its implementation for diagnosis and therapeutic
application. The treatment of Cancer is managed by Tata Memorial Hospital
(TMH), a fully autonomous aided institution of DAE, provides comprehensive
treatment to cancer patients. Medical devices for Tele-ECG, Bhabhatron- A
Radiation teletherapy machine, screening of TB and Cancer are on display.
Agriculture sector:
DAE has developed 44 high yielding seed varieties by inducing mutations to suit
local weather conditions across the country. DAEhas also developed technologies
of fertilizer production from bio-sludge and encourages organic farming. The
disease resistant, low maturity period and high yielding crops have been well
accepted by the farmers. Rural technologies are also being made available to rural
youth through AKRUTI programme.
DAE developed technologies for clean water to fulfill departmental requirements
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and as spin-off developed many techniques which finds applications in
ultrafiltration membrane.
RO membrane, multistage flash evaporation and water hydrology based on
radiotracers. Low cost water filters for removal of all contamination from drinking
water have been displayed.
Environment Sector
DAE technologies are findings lot of applications for Swachh Bharat Mission
where bio methanation Urban Sludge Hygienization technologies are being
deployed across the country. Nisargruna plant is a bio- Methanation plant for
digesting kitchen food waste and green vegetable wastes from agriculture markets
to Methane gas which can be used for cooking/generating electricity or even for
running biogas vehicles.

Centre to start special hospitals with Indian Medicines in 150 districts
Ministry of AYUSH plans to start Special hospitals offering Indian Systems of
Medicines like Siddha and Ayurveda in 150 districts across the country. The
announcement was made by Union Minister of State for AYUSH Shri Sripad
Yesso Naik in the inauguration of the Ayurveda medical College in Vellore,
Tamilnadu on 12 August.
Research institutes and courses:
Research institutes will be started in various parts of the country with an aim to
encourage research into Indian Medicine systems.
The ministry announced a six months course in basic medicine. This course has
been started with the intention of providing basic healthcare in rural areas.
Ministry of AYUSH:
AYUSH - Ayurveda, Yoga and Naturopathy, Unani, Siddha and Homoeopathy
The Ministry was founded on 9 November 2014. It is headquartered at New Delhi.
The Minister responsible is Shripad Naik (MOS independent charge)
The Ministry is responsible for developing, education and research in the field of
alternative medicines including ayurveda, yoga, unani, naturopathy, siddha and
homoeopathy.

Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush Goyal lead a delegation to
Vladivostok, Russia
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Commerce and Industry Minister, Mr Piyush Goyal tried to enhance trade and
investment from India to the Far East region of Russia at Vladivostok, Russia from
August 11-13, 2019. Prime Minister Narendra Modi for the 5th edition of the
Eastern Economic Forum in September 2019 . Prime Minister Narendra Modi will
be the guest of honor.
The event was the result of a collaboration between Invest India and Federation of
Indian Chambers of Commerce & Industry (FICCI) and the Ministry for the
Development of the Russian Far East and Arctic under the leadership of Alexander
Kozlov.The delegation included the Chief Ministers of Goa, Gujarat, Haryana, and
Uttar Pradesh
About 200 Russian companies, Investment Agencies and Funds took part from the
Russian side.
Indian Delegation
The Indian delegation included more than 125 representatives from business
stakeholders interacted with Russian counterparts on opportunities in the mining
and processing of diamonds and other rare metals, railways, agriculture, fisheries
and food processing, oil and gas, forestry and timber, coal and power, ceramics,
tourism, shipbuilding, technical education.
The achievement of Trade target of $30 billion by 2025. The Memorandum of
Understandings (MoUs) signed in the areas of trade, economy, investment,
scientific and technical cooperation by India & Russia.
An MoU signed between Amity University and Far East Federal University to
enhance relations and develop academic and cultural exchange in the areas of
education and research.
The MoU on skill development was signed between National Skill Development
Corporation (NSDC) and Far East Investment and Export Agency.
The metals, rare-earths, and fisheries with the representatives of both
countries.Chief Minister of Uttar Pradesh, Yogi Adityanath on collaboration in the
field of agriculture, renewable energy, and food processing.
Chief Minister of Gujarat, Vijay Rupani spoke in particular of the possibilities of
collaboration in gold and diamond mining, and application of the latest technology
for utilization of natural resources.

Doordarshan channel produced a patriotic song Watan

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(August 12 - August 18, 2019)

Union Information and Broadcasting Minister released a patriotic song Watan The
main aim is to mark the occasion of Independence Day, 2019. The song is sung by
singer Javed Ali, penned by lyricist Alok Shrivastav and musically composed by
Dushyant. The patriotic song is produced by Doordarshan. The main song
highlights several path-breaking initiatives of the government including the
determination and vision behind the recent successful launch of Chandrayaan 2.
The song pays tribute to the bravery and valour of our armed forces and the martyrs
of the country.
The song is currently available on all the stations and kendras of All India Radio
and Doordarshan.
Doordarshan promoted a song called Mile Sur Mera Tumhara with an
accompanying video propagating national integration and unity in diversity.
Featuring celebrities like Lata Mangeshkar, Amitabh Bachchan, Jeetendra, Mithun
Chakraborty, Sharmila Tagore, Mallika Sarabhai, Hema Malini, Tanuja, Pandit
Bhimsen Joshi and several others, it saw a recreated version in 2010 with an
updated cast and titled as Phir Mile Sur Mera Tumhara.Mile Sur Mera Tumhara
was about celebrating unity in diversity whereas the new song is about the
aspirations of New India, centered on its courage, valor and the promise we make to
our country to take it to greater heights and do things to make it the best.

Priyam Chatterjee becomes first Indian chef to receive Chevalier de lOrdre du
Merite Agricoleto
Government of France conferred the Indian Chef Priyam Chatterjee with
Chevalier de lOrdre du Mrite Agricoleto in New Delhi. Chatterjee becomes the first
Indian from Kolkata to receive this honor in recognition of his great contribution
towards reinventing the gastronomic scene in India. French Ambassador to India
Alexander Ziegler conferred Indian chef Chatterjee. He is currentlythe head chef at
Jaan Restaurant Yacht in France, before that he was the head chef of Rooh, and
Qla, in Mehrauli(France).He is popularly known for traditional dishes of West
Bengal
Chevalier de lOrdre du Mrite Agricoleto:
The award instituted in the year 1883, is a distinction by the French Republic for
outstanding contributions, among others, to agriculture, agro-food industry, and
gastronomy.
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BCI imposed 3 years ban on opening new law colleges
The Bar Council of India (BCI) imposed a temporary ban of 3 years on opening
new law colleges. The moratorium will be exceptional to the National Law
University that are proposed by a government in a State where there is no such
varsity. BCI also said that it can open any model institution of Legal Education,
like the National Law School of India University it opened in Bengaluru.
BCI requested all the State governments and varsities to stop unfair means and
ensure that vacancies of law teachers in all the colleges are filled within four
months.
The Council also said that it will consider the pending proposals only and no fresh
application would be entertained for any new institution. It also plans to improve
the standard of teaching by training law teachers in the country.
Reason:
There are about 1,500 law college in all parts of the country for the law courts.
Many institutions lack infrastructure and chronic teaching vacancies.

RPF launched Operation Number Plate
Railway Protection Force (RPF) of Indian Railways launched Operation
Number Plate, a Special Drive to curb unidentified vehicles. The operation was
launched under the direction of DG/RPF, Sh.Arun Kumar. All Local Police and
Commercial Department of Railways showed their active interest in the operation.
Aim:
The unidentified vehicles pose a serious threat to the security and safety of
passengers and other stake holders of railway.
RPF will identify and verify all vehicles parked in Railway premises, circulating
area, parkings and even in the No Parking areas for longer duration.
The drive was conducted from 9th August to 11th August at 466 Railway Stations
all over Indian Railways. A penalty of Rs.59000 have been recovered as the
charges for unauthorized parking and 549 vehicles were towed away.
All RPF and Zonal Railways were instructed to continue the activity looking into
threats related to security of Railways.
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Centre to institute MV accident fund
Centre plans to institute a Motor Vehicle (MV) Accident Fund, a relief fund to
victims of road accidents. The announcement comes after passing the Motor
Vehicles (Amendment) Act on 9 August.
MV accident Fund:
The act says that the centre will provide compulsory insurance cover to all road
users in the country. The accident fund will be used for treatment of road accident
victims or compensation to relatives in case of death by road accident under the
sections of MV amendment act 161 and 162. The maximum liability amount to be
paid in each case will be prescribed by the Centre.
Fund managed by:
The MV Accident fund will be managed by an authority or agency who is
appointed by the Centre. The agency will have high knowledge of insurance
business of the agency, capability of the agency to manage funds and any other
criteria fixed by the government. Comptroller and Auditor General of India will
audit the fund in regular intervals.

Assam Golden Butterfly tea variety auctioned for Rs.75,000 at GTAC
In Assam, a kilogram of Golden Butterfly tea struck gold at the Guwahati Tea
Auction Centre (GTAC) as it was sold at Rs.75,000. This is a new international
record bettering the previous high of Rs.70,501 per kg.
Guwahati Tea Auction Centre (GTAC) said that the growing demand for
speciality tea helped the Golden Butterfly tea surpass the earlier record by
Rs.4,499. The hand-crafted tea was made from tender leaves and buds available
only around June-July. It was produced by Dikom Tea Estate near eastern Assams
Dibrugarh town.
Guwahati Tea Auction Centre (GTAC):
The GTAC is a centre for showcasing high-priced Assam speciality teaand
provided an opportunity to sellers who want to sell their tea at remunerative
prices. GTAC auction centre has created an image of a place where records are
meant to be broken and history.
GTAC witnessed two big records in July with orthodox variety 'Maijan Golden
Tips' fetched a price of Rs.70,501 per kg. Manohari Gold is a another specialty
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orthodox tea variety was sold One kilogram at Rs.50,000.

Mohali gets first 3-D traffic signal
Mohali traffic police have launched 3-D Smart Traffic Signal devised by the
students of a Chandigarh university.The wireless system, called 'Intelights',
installed at the traffic crossing near the Airport Road, on a pilot project basis, It will
regulate traffic signals with a smart bird's eye view wireless sensor system.
The system, which was devised by the students over three years of intensive
research. The test trial phase for the last eight months before its final launch. The
team worked to develop one-of-its-kind, real-time solution for defending 'Green
Corridors' for ambulances while controlling the movement of vehicles on roads.
The Intelights proposes a 360-degree solution to curb the rising problem of traffic
congestion. One of the major reasons for traffic congestion is the inefficient
working of traffic signal timers installed at intersections.The timers of traffic lights
display a preset value which leads to waste of time. For instance, consider a
scenario where green light of '20 seconds' is displayed but there is no vehicle
present at that particularintersection.'Intelights' proposes an Intelligent Traffic
Timer Control; which uses dynamic signal control technology to adjust the timers
of red, yellow and green lights according to the traffic density at an intersection.The
system uses existing CCTV cameras to gather live traffic video feed, and
automatically evaluates the traffic density using Artificial Intelligence, and sets the
signal timers. This process is repeated for every cycle of traffic lights to keep traffic
flowing smoothly.

Karnataka government launches E-Step, a programme for student
entrepreneurs
The Department of IT, BT and S&T in Karnataka through Karnataka Innovation
and Technology Society (KITS)launched the E-step The main aim is to promote
an initiative to empower student start-ups. The E-Step focuses on boot camps,
mentoring and training programmes which cover various aspects of
entrepreneurship. E-Step, an initiative from Start-up Cell, is specially crafted for
students/start-ups/entrepreneurs to understand the basics of entrepreneurship from
experienced trainers.
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In the first phase, a day-long boot camp across New Age Incubation Networks
(NAIN) organised. The Boot camps will be held at 30 colleges between August 12
and September 14 in Mandya, Chikkaballapura, Tumakuru, Hassan, Dakshina
Kannada, Mangaluru, Shivamogga, Davanagere, Ballari, Dharwad, Belagavi,
Bagalkot, Vijayapura, Kalaburgi and Bidar.
Karnataka Government
The Karnataka government is to instil the spirit of entrepreneurship and E-Step is
one such initiative where we identify and groom young talent. There are around
2,499 students between the age group of 18 and 26 have registered, and almost 50
per cent off them are female participants. The boot camp gives participants an
overview of the current start-up system. It also acts as a platform for ideation where
teams will work on various ideas based on problems, solutions, competitors and
customers. They will also work on product design and marketing. There will also
be a session on product development, sales and customer engagement, business
model and creation of a pitch deck. The boot camp also includes a mock pitch
session and a mentor talk. The Air India (AI) announced its inaugural passenger
flight over the North Pole region from August 15 between New Delhi and San
Francisco. The first commercial service will be operated by Captain Rajneesh
Sharma and Captain Digvijay Singh It marked the "maturing of civil aviation in
India as another frontier is crossed. Air India conquered this frontier in 2007.He
took delivery of the brand new aircraft and flew it over the North Pole from Seattle
to New Delhi.
The Passengers will benefit from reduced fuel consumption and a better
environment from reduced carbon emissions. Air India is in a unique position to
offer direct (non-stop) flights between India and North America but the Polar route
between the two countries. India and North America benefit immensely by using
existing North Polar routes for commercial air operations. The AI has flights to the
US from the Atlantic and Pacific routes as part of its endeavour to conserve fuel,
slash travel time, improve aircraft utility and reduce carbon emissions. According
to AI, the fuel-saving on the Polar route is expected to be in the region of 02 to 07
tonnes with a resultant decrease in carbon emission of 06 to 21 tonnes per flight.
The North Pole region gave airlines an opportunity to reach destinations previously
not available for non-stop services and reduce flying times on existing routes and
city pairs. The increased route resulted in major improvements in areas of aviation
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infrastructure like communications, air traffic control, and services supplies at
remote airports. The Polar region still falls short of the infrastructure and the
logistics standards of the more widely used air-spaces, therebyoffering unique
opportunities laced with distinct challenges. The area of Magnetic unreliability,
limited choices for diversion to alternative airports, solar radiation, fuel freezing,
passenger and aircraft retrieval in case of diversions, are some specific factors
requiring active mitigation to ensure equivalent levels of safety.

Ladakh celebrated 1st Independence Day after being declared UT
Ladakh becomes a Union Territory after the bifurcation of Jammu and Kashmir
celebrated Independence Day with local BJP MP Jamyang Tsering Namgyal. The
parliamentarian, whose speech in the Lok Sabha after the abrogation of special
status to Jammu and Kashmir drew praises and playing the drums along with locals.
Namgyal hoisted the national flag at the local BJP office along with party national
general secretary Ram Madhav.The centre stripped Jammu and Kashmir of its
special status under Article 370 and split it into two Union territories, Jammu and
Kashmir, and Ladakh. It will come into existence on October 31.The region got
"independence from Kashmir" and the celebration is "just a trailer" for the
development of Ladakh.
Banners bearing slogans like "UT of Ladakh celebrates its 1st Independence
Day".The tricolour in each and every house of Ladakh symbolises the patriotism of
the people and their unwavering commitment towards India.Ladakh got
independence from Kashmir adding that the spirit of patriotism is very high among
school students and adults alike in the region. The cultural performances by
students were a delight of the celebrations and the entire atmosphere was filled with
patriotic fervour and unity.The Independence Day in the traditional Ladakhi style
through the beating of the 'daman' and 'surna',"
On the occasion of Independence Day, we celebrate the martyrdom of our heroes.
The four young heroes who laid down their lives agitating for the UT status for
Ladakh.

Odisha CM Naveen Patnaik inaugurates new hockey academy in
Bhubaneswar
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Chief Minister of Odisha, Naveen Patnaik, inaugurated a high-performance
hockey centre Naval Tata Hockey Academy (NTHA)The main aim is to groom
sports talent in the state. The newly opened centre will produce young Olympians.
Tata Steel CEO and MD, T.V. Narendran present during the inauguration function.
Tata Steel has always supported and encouraged sports as a vocation and a career.
It is always our effort to nurture sporting talent by providing access to state-of-theart sports facilities and rigorous training. Tata Steel has a significant connect with
youth at the grass-root level through various programmes. There are 10-20
grassroots centres will be initially established in Sambalpur and Sundargarh
districts and the talent scouted from the grassroots centres will be recommended for
admission into the sports hostels.The continuous flow will be ensured by grassroots
centres and the RDCs. The government will develop infrastructure in these regions
to improve the quality of hockey players being fed into the RDCs and NTHA
Odisha. The young players from the community will be trained and provided with
career opportunities as trainers and coordinators in these centres.NTHA Odisha
will be operated from the existing infrastructure that was set-up to host the Odisha
Men's Hockey World Cup in 2018 in Bhubaneswar. Bovelander Hockey
Academy from the Netherlands, founded by the European Champion, World
Champion and three-time Olympian, Floris Jan Bovelander will be the technical
partner in the programme.

AePS crosses milestone of 200 million transactions in July 2019
An umbrella organization for operating retail payments and settlement, National
Payments Corporation of India(NPCI) stated that Aadhaar enabled Payment
System (AePS) used by a total of6.65 crore Indian citizens at 220.18 million. The
transaction value Rs 9,685.35 crore during July 2019 against the transaction count
of 194.33 million. They maintained a transaction value of Rs 8,867.33 crore in
June 2019.This will help improve the reaching out of financial inclusion in
India.Aadhaar is used asan identity to access respective
Aadhaar
Aadhaar enabled bank account and perform basic banking transactions like cash
withdrawal, intrabank or interbank fund transfer and balance enquiry.AePS
transaction requires the name of the customers bank, Aadhaar number, and
fingerprint captured during enrollment.AePS delivers 4As for financial inclusion to
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a rural part of India which includes authentication of customer, availability of
services, accessibility through AePS channel and affordability as its free of cost to
the customers.It allows basic interoperable banking transactions at the point of sale
(PoS)/MicroATM through which the Business Correspondent(BC) of any bank by
using Aadhaar authentication.
About NPCI:
Founded: 2008
Headquarters: Mumbai, Maharashtra
MD & CEO: Mr. Dilip Asbe

Indian Railways to get CORAS
Ministry of Railways and Commerce & Industry launched Commando for
Railway Security (CORAS) of Indian Railways. It was launched by Shri Piyush
Goyal. He also launched a new establishment manual for Railway Protection
Force (RPF). The induction of CORAS was planned in RPF. The Ministry also
plans to install a new network of CCTV cameras at every station. It will be set up
to enhance the security of Railway passengers. The CCTV links will be connected
to the local stations, Government Railway Police (GRP), RPF, Divisional office
and to the Ministers office.
Aim:
The launch of CORAS is aimed at providing security to the Railway
passengers. It has been launched to meet the challenges to Railway security. It also
ensures to develop world level capabilities of specialized responder for any
situation pertaining to damage, disturbance, disruption of train operations,
attack/hostage/hijack, disaster situations in railway areas.
Commando for Railway Security (CORAS):
CORAS will be a special Railway Unit and a separate Commando Unit of RPF.
It is a result of detailed policy formulation. Railway Protection Force is always
involved in protecting Railway passengers and Railway property in far and
inaccessible threat prone areas.
CORAS team, a protection force, will be provided with the best, most modern
equipment and world class training. A new state of the art commando training
centre will be established in Jagadhri, Haryana. This special unit will be trained
to meet any challenging situation.
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Uttarakhand gets full member status in the BCCI by CoA
Cricket Association of Uttarakhand (CAU) granted full membership in the BCCI
(Board of Control for Cricket in India). This is done by the Committee of
Administrators (CoA) on August 13, 2019. The association inducted as a member
association. It is the full member with amendments that are required to be
communicated by CoA. This membership grant brought an end to long-standing
dispute among Uttarakhand Cricket Association(UKCA), United Cricket
Association ( UTCA), Uttaranchal Cricket Association (UCA) and the CAU vying
for BCCI affiliation.The Uttarakhand cricket association was also asked to appoint
an electoral officer by September 14, 2019, in accordance with the approved
constitution.
About BCCI
Headquarters- Wankhede stadium, Mumbai.
Chief executive officer- Rahul Johri.
President- Vinod Rai (interim)

Fifty Six BSF Officials Conferred with Medals on 73rd Independence Day
The Fifty Six Border Security Force (BSF)officials announced for conferring the
Police Medals on the occasion of 73rd Independence Day, 2019. The five of them
would confer with Police Medal for Gallantry for Distinguished Service.
The operational planning, exemplary combat audacity, operational acumen and
flawless conduct of the operation, the gallant Bordermen of 8 Battalion BSF Sh.
Sandeep Kumar Gupta, Asstt Commandant, Sh. Sushil Singh, Asstt Commandant,
HC Vinay Krishali and CT Sanjoy Pal awarded Police Medal for Gallantry.
These 4 Bordermen were instrumental in neutralizing a dreaded naxal commander
in an operation launched in the night intervening 14/15 Dec 2017 in the general
area of Bandhi Gude District Malkangiri, Orissa.
Presidents Police Medal for Distinguished Service - 05
1.Sh. Om Prakash Tripathi, DIG, FHQ, BSF
2.Sh. Ashok Kumar Yadav, DIG, Ftr HQ, BSF TRA
3Sh. Rabindra Pal Singh Malik , DIG Ftr HQ, BSF TRA
4.Sh. Balbir Singh Sandhu, 2IC (Work), FHQ, BSF
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5.Sh. Sudhir Kumar Mishra, 165 BN BSF
Police Medal for Meritorious Service - 46
1. Sh. Sandeep Rawat, Commandant, STC BSF Chakur
2. Sh. Rajesh Kumar Kanwar, Commandant, SHQ BSF Bhilai
3. Sh. Ramesh Kumar Sharma, Commandant, Ftr HQ, Jammu
4. Sh. Suman Florence Trikey, Commandant, Command HQ SPL OPS
5. Sh. C H Sethuram, Commandant, 162 Bn, BSF
6. Sh. Sudhindra Kumar Singh, Commandant, BIDR BSF T/PUR
7. Sh. Manish Aul, Commandant, SHQ BSF, SHILLONG
8. Sh. Sukhminderhit Singh Mand, Commandant, 56 Bn, BSF
9. Sh. Raja Paul, Commandant, DIG(HQ) FHQ
10. Sh. S. Shiva Murthy, Commandant, Ftr HQ Odisha
11. Sh Surinder Singh Rana, LO GDE-I Commandant, SDG(WC)BSF CHG
12. Sh. Dalbir Singh, 2nd-in-Command, 55 Bn BSF
13. Yash Pal, 2nd-in-Command, Ftr HQ, Jammu
14. Sh. Madan Mohan Kandpal, Deputy- Commandant, 3 Bn BSF
15. Sh. Madan Singh, Deputy- Commandant (Sports), Ftr HQ, Rajasthan
16. Sh. Anurag Kumar Azad, Deputy- Commandant, 1 Bn BSF
17. Sh. Surinder Singh, Deputy- Commandant, 62 Bn BSF
18. Sh Jagdeep Kumar, Deputy- Commandant, DIG(HQ) FHQ
19. Sh. Kunj Bihari Prasad, Deputy- Commandant, Ftr HQ, M&C
20. Sh. Rameshwar Lal Bishnoi, Deputy- Commandant, 161 Bn BSF
21. Sh. Lakhwinder Singh Brar, Deputy- Commandant, 91 Bn BSF
22. Sh. Puran Lal Meena, Deputy- Commandant, 78 Bn BSF
23. Sh. TriyugiNathMaurya, Asstt- Commandant, 51 Bn BSF
24. Sh. Murari Lal Meena, Asstt- Commandant, 151 Bn BSF
25. Sh. Jacob Koshy, Asstt- Commandant, 3 Bn BSF
26. Sh. Suresh Kumar, Asstt- Commandant, SHQ BSF, JAMMU
27. Sh. V Nagarajan, Asstt- Commandant (Min), STC BSF, Indore.
28. Sh. Hari Krishan, Inspector(GD), CSWT Indore
29. Sh. Kailash Babu, Inspector (G), 65 Bn BSF
30. Sh. Ajeet Singh Shekhawat, Inspector (G), 78 Bn BSF
31. Sh. Surender Singh, Inspector (GD), STC BSF, K/Camp
32. Sh. Sumer Singh, Sub-Inspector(GD), 133 Bn BSF
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33. Sh. Jawahar Yadav, Inspector(GD), 115 Bn BSF
34. Sh. Pushparajan R, Inspector(GD), STC BSF, Baikunthpur
35. Sh. Ashok Kumar, Inspector(GD), 38 Bn BSF
36. Sh. Rajbir Singh Tomar, Inspector(GD), 151 Bn BSF
37. Sh. HekisheSema, Inspector(GD), 111 Bn BSF
38. Sh. Mohan Kumar A M Inspector(COMM), 179 Bn BSF
39. Sh. Dalbir Singh, Inspector(RO), STS-I Tigari BSF
40. Sh. Hayat Singh Pundhir, Sub-Inspector(GD), 96 Bn BSF
41. Sh. Ashok Kumar, Sub-Inspector(GD), 100 Bn BSF
42. Sh. Nikhil Chandra Sharma, Sub-Inspector(GD), 179 Bn BSF
43. B Chandra Sekhara Raju, Sub-Inspector(GD), 10 Bn BSF
44. Sh. Sarjeet Singh, Sub-Inspector(GD), DIG (HQ) FHQ
45. Sh. Paras Ram, Sub-Inspector(GD), 170 Bn BSF
46. Sh. Kishan Lal, Constable(Tailor), STC BSF, Indore.

Palani panchamirtham get GI tag
The renowned Palani panchamirtham the prasadam at Dhandayuthapani
Swamy temple in Palani has been given the Geographical Indication (GI) tag. It
is the first GI tag to prasadam in Tamilnadu.
The GI application of panchamirtham has made limited to the temple and the Palani
town in Dindigul district by the Joint Commissioner and Executive Officer of
Arulmigu Dhandayuthapani Swamy Thirukoil of Palani in June 2016. The
prasadam is prepared only to meet the demands of devotees not for commercial
purposes.
About Palani panchamirtham:
The palani panchamirtham is a Abishega prasadam for religious devotees
prepared at the top of Palani Hills by labourers and the employ of the temple. The
Palani panchamirtham is made by combining the five natural substances like
banana, cow ghee, cardamom, jaggery and honey. Dates and sugar candies are
added to it for extra flavours.
The panchamirtham is made without adding any water, preservatives or artificial
ingredients in the absence of any chemical processes. The Palani panchamirtham is
made under the guidance of Mysurus Central Food Technological Research
Institute. It is also certified by Food Safety and Standards Authority of India
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(FSSAI).
About GI Tags in Tamil Nadu:
Geographic Indication (GI) is a sign used on products that had a specific
geographical origin, quality, reputation.
Tamil Nadu has 30 GI tags for various products including handicrafts such as
Salem fabric and Kancheepuram silk, agricultural items like Virupakshi Hill
banana, Erode turmeric and Madurai Malli.

ONGC to invest Rs.83,000 crore to boost oil
The Oil and Natural Gas Corp (ONGC) is to invest around Rs.83,000 crore in
25 major projects to boost oil and gas production has stagnated in 2018. The
cumulative oil and gas gain from these projects is expected to be over 180 million
tonne of oil and oil equivalent gas over 32 Billion Cubic Meters (BCM) by
financial year 2024.
ONGC's production:
ONGC already logged a net profit of Rs.26,716 crore an increase of 34% over in
2017-18. The MRPL achieved the highest ever throughput of 16.43 MT with a
utilisation of 109.5%.
ONGC had launched a nation-wide Solar Chulha Challenge with 86 Solar PV
cooking stoves were installed at Bacha and Jamthi in Betul district of Madhya
Pradesh.
In FY19 the ONGC spent about Rs.615 Crore on CSR initiatives with a focus on
national campaigns of the government like Swachh Bharat, education, health and
nutrition among others. The company has earned its highest revenue of Rs.1,09,655
crore in FY19 as an increase of 29% from 2018.

Online revenue payment system launched by CM of Odisha
Chief Minister of Odisha Shri Naveen Patnaik launched online revenue payment.
The main aim is to provide people with an easier way to make their land revenue
payments-online on 73rd Independence Day on August 15, 2019, at Bhubaneswar.
This online payment system was developed at the National Informatics CentreBhubaneswar, Odisha. This is an initiative of the State revenue department of
Odisha under the 5-T mantra.
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The 5T mantras are based on Technology, Transparency, Team work, Time and
Transformation.Mahatma Gandhis talisman dedicated as part of his 150th birth
anniversary. The talisman is inscribed on a brass plate in both English and Odia
language with a neat sketch of the Father of the Nation.Veteran freedom fighters
Bhavani Charan Patnaik and Nilamani Samal were present.The newly constructed
Kharavel Bhavan built at a cost of Rs.128crore by L&T(Larsen & Toubro) on
8.3acres of land in Bhubaneswar was inaugurated by the CM.Around 11
departments of the state government will function in this building.It have a lounge
and a conference hall for the CM.
The building was named after Kharavela who was a king of Kalinga.
About Odisha
Chief Minister:Shri Naveen Patnaik
Capital- Bhubaneswar.
Governor- Ganeshi Lal

Chhattisgarh state government increases reservation for SC and OBC
Chhattisgarh government announced an increase in the reservation for Scheduled
caste (SC) from 12% to 13% and for Other Backward Classes (OBC) from 14% to
27%. This announcement was made by Chief Minister (CM) Shri Bhupesh Baghel
This announcement was made on August 15 celebration at the Police parade ground
in Raipur, Chattisgarh.
The states reservation becomes a total of72 percent is the highest in the country The
reservation limit of 50 percent mandated by the Supreme court.
The Gaurela-Pendra-Marwahi which will be carved out of Bilaspur. This is done
for better administration of the state. The state will have total districts to 28.
Cow shelters: Cow shelters in the state will now be linked to biogas plants as a
move of income generation. Also assistance of Rs.10,000/month given to Gowtham
(cow shelter) committees.
Lemru forest development: Development of the Lemru forest area as Lemru
elephant reserve announced. It is a mineral rich area in Korba district of
Chhattisgarh. This move to take deal with the increasing man-animal conflicts in
the northern part of the state.The govt. will be launching a new scheme Suposhan
Abhiyan on October 2 2019 to fight malnutrition across the state.
The special initiative to provide forest land rights to tribals in Abhujmad was
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launched.
There are 200 food parks in the state were promised.
About Chhattisgarh
Governor- Anusuiya Uikey
Capital- Raipur (Atal Nagar)

TamilNadu awards people on various categories on the 73rd Independence
Day
TamilNadu Chief Minister Shri Edappadi K Palaniswami conferred awards to
people and organizations at Fort St. George on various categories on the 73rd
Independence day celebration.
It was conferred to Greater Chennai Police Commissionerate for the installation of
Third Eye CCTV (closed-circuit television). This award conferred to the
Department of Rural Development and Panchayat Raj for the Naganathi River
Rejuvenation Project (Vellore) under MGNREGS(Mahatma Gandhi National Rural
Employment Guarantee Scheme).The Department of Commercial Taxes got this
award for development of mobile app. They provide 24*7 assistance to migrate to
GST(Goods and Service Tax) system.Chennai received certificate of appreciation
for creating sensory parks for differently abled children under smart city project.
The award for exemplary service for the welfare of Differently abled- best doctor
awards:
Dr.S Vetrivel chezian, Government Medical College Hospital.Dr.V Ramadevi,
Government Kilpauk Medical College.Best private employer award:Everest
Stabilizers private Ltd.
Best social worker award: Mrs. Chandra Prasad of the pathway.Best co-operative
bank award: Salem District Central Cooperative Bank.Chief ministers state
youth award: P.Naveen Kumar(Namakkal district), M.Anandakumar(Dindigul
district), R.Kalaivani(Madurai district).The awardrendered for service to women:
M.Soosai Marian.

Air India, Indias first airline to fly over north pole
Air India became India's first Indian airline to operate commercial flights
overflying the polar region. The airlines flew its Boeing 777 aircraft over the
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North pole. The Boeing 777 was Delhi-San Francisco flight.
New route:
The flights generally take two routes to reach San Francisco from New Delhi, one
over China, Japan crossing the Pacific Ocean and the other over Europe
crossing the Atlantic Ocean. But the airlines changes its course and flew over zero
degree north.
The aircraft was piloted by Captain Rajneesh Sharma and Captain Digvijay Singh.
Benefits:
The new flight route will reduce the flight duration by around one-and-a-half
hours. Also it will helpto save fuel which would be in the range of 2,000 to 7,000
kilograms per flight. It would also reduce the carbon emission, which is generally
between 6,000 to 21,000 kilograms, per flight.

Three new products gets GI Tag
The Ministry of Commerce & Industry's Department for Promotion of Industry
and Internal Trade has registered 3 more new Geographical Indication (GI)
tags. The material includes Tawlhlohpuan and Mizo Puanchei from the state of
Mizoram and Tirur Betel leaf from Kerala has been added.
Tawlhlohpuan:
Tawlhlohpuan is a Mizoram made medium to heavy, compactly woven, good
quality fabric. It is known for warp yarns, warping, weaving & intricate designs
that are made by hand. It is produced throughout the state of Mizoram, Aizawl and
Thenzawl town being the main centre of production. Tawlhloh holds high
significance in the Mizo society.
Mizo Puanchei:
Mizo Puanchei is a colourful Mizo shawl/textile from Mizoram. It is considered as
the most colourful among the Mizo textiles. It is important and an essential
possession for every Mizo lady. It is an important marriage outfit in the state. It is
the most commonly used costume in Mizo festive dances and official ceremonies.
Tirur betel vine:
Tirur betel vine is produced from Kerala. It is valued its medicinal properties and
its mild stimulant action. It is mainly cultivated in Tirur, Tanur, Tirurangadi,
Kuttippuram, Malappuram and Vengara block panchayaths of Malappuram
District.
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MoD clarifies there is no proposal to privatise OFB
The workshop is organized as part of the year-long celebration of Mahatma
Gandhis 150th birth anniversary. The main focus of the workshop to discuss on
social and legal issues as well as technological and managerial interventions with
regard to human entry into sewers and septic tanks. The workshop will showcase
best practices on Operation and Maintenance (O&M) of sewerage system. The
mechanical cleaning of sewers, faecal sludge management with mechanical
cleaning of septic tanks, co-treatment of septage, and showcase the latest equipment
and machinery for cleaning of sewers and septic tanks in the exhibition. The roles
and responsibilities of the Emergency Response Sanitation Unit (ERSU), a
proposed unit to systematise human entry into sewer/septic tanks in a professional
well trained, motivated and appropriately equipped manner. Wastewater and
stormwater management including rainwater harvesting in line with the
Governments focus on water conservation through the Jal Shakti Abhiyan.
The important agenda of discussion at the workshop.The Ministry will release the
Manual on Stormwater Drainage Systems, 2019 advisory on ERSU and the
Directory of Sewer and Septic Cleaning Equipment prepared by technical experts A
series of panel discussions and presentation of best practices on Municipal Solid
Waste (MSW) based biomethanation under Sustainable Alternative Towards
Affordable Transportation (SATAT) initiative of Ministry of Petroleum and
Natural Gas (MoP&NG) and co treatment of organic fraction of MSW.
The day long interaction among stakeholders is expected to culminate into a
comprehensive roadmap for ensuring sustainable sanitation in urban areas. State/
UT and ULB level representatives planned to organize similar workshops in their
respective areas to further disseminate information and insights on this crucial
subject therebylending a new dimension to the issue ofsafe and sustainable
sanitation.

Dr Harsh Vardhan inaugurates Atal Bihari Vajpayee Institute of Medical
Sciences
Dr Harsh Vardhan, Union Minister of Health and Family Welfare at the
inauguration of Atal Bihari Vajpayee Institute of Medical Sciences at Dr. Ram
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Manohar Lohia Hospital laid the foundation stone for the Super Speciality Block
and new doctors hostel at the Institute in presence of Shri Ashwini Kumar
Choubey, MoS (HFW), Shri Anil Baijal, Lieutenant Governor, GNCT, Smt
Meenakshi Lekhi, Member of Parliament, New Delhi and Shri Shiv Kumar ji, longtime associate and companion of Shri Atal ji.
Dr. Harsh Vardhan the initiative epitomizes the political commitment, vision, and
guidance from our beloved Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi ji to not only
strengthen the tertiary healthcare in the country but also ensure the availability of
healthcare professionals in remote areas by making medical education affordable to
the people. Prime Minister is determined to achieve New India by 2022
Prime Minister and Bharat Ratna Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee on his first death
anniversary Dr Harsh Vardhan and Shri Vajpayee one of those rare leaders was
loved by every section of the society and had the admiration and respect even of his
opponents. Shri Atalji who recognised the need for major augmentation in the
tertiary healthcare facilities in the country as early as 2003. The Pradhan Mantri
Swasthya Suraksha Yojana (PMSSY), a flagship scheme of the Government.The
setting up of six new AIIMS under the scheme in the year 2003.The National
Health Policy 2002 launched it with the objective of achieving an acceptable
standard of good health of Indian population by decentralizing public health
system.The pro-poor scheme and innovative schemes started by Shri Atal ji helped
millions.
Hospital - (ABVIMAS)
Atal Bihari Vajpayee Institute of Medical Sciences (ABVIMAS) has 100 MBBS
a state-of-the-art medical college with reputed faculties and world-class
infrastructure.Super Specialty Block more than 550 beds and the New Resident
Doctors Hostel has 827-bedunits. Shri Ashwini Kumar Choubey, MoS (HFW) paid
rich tributes to the former Prime Minister, Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee he was a
visionary leader.
The central government is committed to quality medical educationin this country.
The present at the function were, Ms. Preeti Sudan, Secretary (HFW), Dr (Prof) V
K Tiwari, Director & MS, Dr. RML Hospital along with other senior officers from
the Ministry and faculty and students from Dr. RML Hospital.

MoHUA to Organize One Day National Workshop Cum Exhibition on
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Sustainable Sanitation
The workshop is being organized as part of the year-long celebration of Mahatma
Gandhis 150th birth anniversary. The main focus of the workshop involved on
discuss social and legal issues as well as technological and managerial interventions
with regard to human entry into sewers and septic tanks. The shop will showcase
best practices on Operation and Maintenance (O&M) of sewerage system
including mechanical cleaning of sewers, fecal sludge management with
mechanical cleaning of septic tanks, co-treatment of septage, and showcase the
latest equipment and machinery for cleaning of sewers and septic tanks in the
exhibition.
The roles and responsibilities of the Emergency Response Sanitation Unit
(ERSU), a proposed unit to systematise human entry into sewer/septic tanks in a
professional, well trained, motivated and appropriately equipped manner.
Wastewater and stormwater management including rainwater harvesting in line will
release the Manual on Stormwater Drainage Systems, 2019.
The panel discussions through the day, the workshop will also see discussions and
presentation of best practices on Municipal Solid Waste (MSW) based
biomethanation under Sustainable Alternative Towards Affordable
Transportation (SATAT) initiative of Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas
(MoP&NG) and co treatment of organic fraction of MSW.
The day-long interaction among stakeholders is expected to culminate into a
comprehensive roadmap for ensuring sustainable sanitation in urban areas. State/
UT and ULB level representatives in the coming days will organize similar
workshops in their respective areas to further disseminate information and insights
on this crucial subject.

India suspends Thar Link Express to Pakistan
Thar Link Express that connects Jodhpur in India to Karachi in Pakistan. The rail
links between the two countries as the services of Samjhauta ExpressThe Thar Link
Express undertake its journey scheduled for early Saturday (1 am) and the
administration initiated the process of cancellation of all the 45 tickets which have
been issued. The Thar Express has been suspended till further orders. The
directions were issued by the railway ministry to the North Western Railway.The
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weekly train departs from Jodhpur's Bhagat Ki Kothi railway station on Saturdays
and reach Munabao, the last station on the Indian side of the border, early morning.
At the zero point on the international border with Pakistan, passengers change
trains. And a train from Pakistan then takes them to Karachi.
Thar Express - History
The Thar Express running between Jodhpur and Karachi since services resumed
on February 18, 2006 after a 41-year suspension. The train service was suspended
even after the deadly terrorist attack in Pulwama on February 14.Around four lakh
passengers have taken the train in the past 13 years.The train departed from Bhagat
Ki Kothi station with 165 passengers.The train from Pakistan was also received
successfully by India with as many passengers. Pakistan last week announced a
suspension of all train services to India after the Centre scrapped provisions of
Article 370 and divided Jammu and Kashmir into two Union territories. Pakistan
stopped the Lahore-Wagah Samjhauta Express services. The main rail link between
the two hostile neighbours. The Indian Railways cancelled the New Delhi-Attari
Samjhauta Express on its side.
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SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY
Reliance Jio Fibre launch on Sept 5 plans start at Rs 700 per month
Mukesh Ambani announced the roll-out of 'Jio Fiber' from September 5,
promising free voice calls for life from landlines, 100 Mbps minimum broadband
speed at subscription starting from Rs 700 a month and free HD TV set on a
commitment to an annual plan. The 42nd Annual General Meeting (AGM),
Reliance Industries' Chairman and Managing Director Mukesh Ambani said Jio
offer unlimited international calling pack from its landlines to the US and Canada at
Rs 500 a month that default tariff plans will be one-fifth to one-tenth of existing
market tariffs.Jio Fiber services would be available on a commercial basis from
September 5.The average fixed-line download speed in the US which is the most
developed economy is around 90 Mbps. India even the most basic Jio Fiber plan
starts with 100 Mbps speed and we have plans all the way up to 1 Gbps or 1000
Mbps," he said adding that this would improve the quality of fixed-line data in
India.The plans will come at less than one-tenth of global rates, Ambani said Jio
Fiber plans will be priced between Rs 700 to Rs 10,000 per month "to suit every
budget".The plans come bundled with subscriptions to most leading premium Over
The Top (OTT) applications.Premium Jio Fiber customers will be able to watch
movies in their living rooms the same day these movies are released in theatres.
This service - Jio First Day First Show willbe launched in mid-2020.It was widelyexpected that he would spell out the details of the commercial roll-out of Jio Giga
Fiber at Monday's AGM.Jio has been scaling up Jio Giga Fibre infrastructure in
various cities over the last few months, and half a million homes have already been
given access to it on a trial basis.
JIO Fiber Offers
The company will also offer special mobility service for Jio Fiber users to deliver a
platinum-grade service and product experience.Jio Postpaid Plus will offer priority
SIM-setup service at home. It would also provide data and voice connectivity
across all devices, both at home and outside, along with family plans and
international roaming at a fraction of a cost.Jioamassed over 340 million mobile
subscribers in less than three years, is now ready to fire four new growth engines
including Internet of Things (IoT) for the entire country, home and enterprise
broadband services as well as broadband for SMEs.The investment cycle of
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Reliance Jio is complete, and about Rs 3.5 lakh crore has been invested in its digital
network.The potential for growth is immense and half a billion customers is now I
believe well within our reach. The investment cycle of Jio is now complete, and
only marginal investments would be needed in areas to grow capacity. Jio's IoT
platform will be commercially available starting January 1, 2020. Jio aims to
connect at least 1 billion of these (connected devices) on Jio's IoT platform. This
translates into a Rs 20,000 crore per year revenue opportunity for Jio. The company
received strong interest from strategic and financial investors for its consumer
businesses.

ISRO to perform Trans lunar injection on Chandrayaan 2 on 20 August
Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) said that Chandrayaan-2 is to
enter the moon's orbit on 20 August. ISRO is to perform a maneuvers called translunar injection, by which Chandrayaan-2 will leave earth and move towards the
moon's orbit.
On 6 August, Chandrayaan-2 spacecraft entered the 5th orbit around the
Earth after five orbit-raising manoeuvres. The manoeuvre to get the spacecraft
out of the Earth's orbit will be performed on 14 August. The spacecraft will be
landing on the moon's surface on 7 September by performing a series of maneuvers.
Chandrayaan-2:
Chandrayaan-2, Indias second lunar mission, was successfully launched on 22nd
July. The Chandrayaan-2 spacecraft weighs around 3.8 tonnes. The cost of the
mission was Rs.978 crore, Rs.603 crore for the space segment and Rs.375 crore for
the launch.
The space segment of Chandrayaan-2 includes an orbiter, a lander named Vikram
and a rover named Pragyan. The orbiter is expected to separate Vikram, the lander,
on 7 September.
Trans-lunar injection:
A trans-lunar injection (TLI) maneuver is a propulsive movement which will set
a spacecraft on a trajectory. This procedure will cause the spacecraft to arrive at the
Moon.

Researchers found the stunning super massive black hole ever
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Researchers from the Max Planck Institute,Germany have found the largest black
hole ever. It was named Holmberg 15A. The researchers are to further continue
studying the massive blackhole and will conduct more complex and detailed
modelling surrounding it. The study will help them figure out how exactly these
black holes are formed and how many such massive blackholes are yet to be
discovered.
Holmberg 15A:
The black hole was observed at the center of Holm 15A, the central galaxy of Abell
85 which is about 700 million light-years away. The radius of the black hole is
about radius is about 790 Astronomical unit (AU).
Holm 15A is more than twice as large as the previous observed record-setter at
40 billion times the mass of the Sun, and 10,000 times the mass of the black hole at
the core of the Milky Way. The black hole was spotted by using data from the Very
Large Telescope array.
Astronomical Unit:
An Astronomical Unit (AU) is an unit of length, roughly equal to 150 million
kilometers, that is used to measure the average distance between Earth and the
Sun. AUs are generally used to measure distances within our Solar System.

Pretomanid gets USFDAs approval
TB Alliance's new drug Pretomanid was approved by the US Food and Drug
Administration (USFDA). Along with it, the new oral three-drug regimen for the
extensively-drug resistant tuberculosis (XDR-TB) got its approval. It is
estimated to have a mortality rate of 60%. Pretomanid was approved under
the Limited Population Pathway for Antibacterial and Antifungal Drugs
(LPAD pathway).
The treatment includes a combination of pretomanid tablets with bedaquiline and
linezolid. This combination is collectively referred to as the BPaL regimen. It has
an efficacy rate of 90%.
As per the report by World Health Organization (WHO), the drugs earlier had a
success rate of only 34% for XDR-TB and 55% for multi-drug resistant TB (MDRTB) cases. These medicines also had severe side-effects like deafness, numbness,
joint pain, renal failure hormonal imbalance, vertigo, among others.
Trials:
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In 2015-2017, Pretomanid was tested on 109 patients with XDR-TB and MDRTB from South Africa. 95 patients were successfully treated after a 6 months trial
and a follow-up of six months was also done.
The new regimen is needed to be given only for six-months whereas in previous
treatments it was eight antibiotics every day for 18 months or more depending on
the severity.

ICMR finalised Indias first NEDL
Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) finalised India's first National
Essential Diagnostics List (NEDL). India has now become the first country to
compile such a list. The move comes after the challeges faced by ICMR which
decided that diagnostics serve a key role in improving health and quality of life.
Aim:
NEDL aims to bridge the current regulatory systems gap. The current system
does not cover all the medical devices and in-vitro diagnostic device (IVD).
The newly-introduced system is equipped to manage only the few notified devices.
The list would provide guidance to the government to decide the kind of diagnostic
tests that different healthcare facilities in villages and remote areas require.

CBSE conduct the 13th edition of Central Teacher Eligibility Test
Central Board of Secondary Education conducts the 13th edition of theCentral
Teacher Eligibility Test (CTET).The exam will be conducted on 08-12-2019. The
test will be conducted in 20 languages in 110 cities all over the country. The
Information Bulleting containing details of examination, syllabus, languages,
eligibility criteria, examination fee, examination cities, and important dates will be
available on CTET official website www.ctet.nic.in from 19-08-2019.
Candidates are requested to download the Information Bulletin only from above
mentioned website and read the same carefully before applying. Candidates have to
apply online only through CTET website www.ctet.nic.in. The online application
process will start from 19-08-2019. The last date for submitting online application
is 18-09-2019 and fee can be paid upto 23-09- 2019.
Central Teacher Eligibility Test (CTET)
The CTET exam is conducted for two papers - Paper Iis meant for Primary stage
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(for classes 1 to 5) teachers and Paper II is meant for Elementary stage (for classes
6 to 8) teachers. Candidates who fulfill the eligibility criteria for both papers can
apply for both papers. The exam isconducted to certify the eligibility of teachers to
teach in CBSE-affiliated schools. CBSE generallyconducts the CTET examination
twice in a year, once in July and once in December. The result for the July 2019
CTET exam was released on July 30th in which around 3.5 candidates had
participated out of which 2.15 lakh qualified from Paper I and 1.37 lakh from PaperII.
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ENVIRONMENT
Kajin Sara lake has set a new record of being the worlds highest lake
Mountaineers discovered the Kajin Sara lake in Manang district of Nepal few
months ago. This lake in Nepal has set a new record of being the world's highest
lake and replaced Tilicho Lake of Nepal.
Kajin Sara lake:
Kajin Sara lake is situated at an altitude of 4,919 metres in the Himalayan nation. It
is located at Singarkharka area of Chame rural municipality. The measurement of
the lake which is located at an altitude of 5,200 metres, is estimated to be 1,500
metre (1.5 km) long and 600 metre wide. The water of the Kajins lake is formed
out mainly by melting waters from Himalaya.
Tilicho lake:
Tilicho lake is the currently worlds largest lake situated at an altitude of 4,919
metres it is 4 km long and 1.2 km wide and around 200 metres deep in Nepal.
Nepal:
Nepal is a landlocked country in South Asia. Nepal is the 48th largest country for
population. The capital of Nepal is kathmandu. The President of Nepal is Bidhya
Devi Bhandari. The current Prime Minister of Nepal is KP Sharma Oli. The
Currency is Nepalese rupee. Nepal's official language is Nepali.

NGT suggested MoEF to modify NCAP
The National Green Tribunal (NGT) directed the Ministry of Environment to
modify the National Clean Air Programme (NCAP). NGT said that the timelines
should be reduced and the target of reduction should be increased considering its
adverse effect on public health.
NGT also directed the Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) and state
pollution control boards to asses and ensure the air quality. It also guided them to
install enough number of the real-time online continuous Ambient Air Quality
Monitoring systems within six months.
National Clean Air Programme (NCAP):
NCAP is the first ever national level strategy to tackle the increasing air pollution
problem across the country in a comprehensive manner. This program functions
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under the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change. The Minister
responsible for the Ministry is Prakash Javadekar.
NCAP has proposed to reduce national-level air pollution by 20-30% reduction of
PM2.5 and PM10 concentration by 2017-2024.
The Centre is working towards scaling up the air quality monitoring network across
the Country. Currently, there are 101 real-time air quality (AQ) monitors are there
in the country, where at least 4,000 monitors are needed across the country. Various
committee has been set up for the implementation of the programme.
NCAP has also proposed an extensive plantation plans, research on cleantechnologies, landscaping of major arterial roads, and stringent industrial
standards, real-time physical data collection, data archiving, and an action trigger
system in 102 non-attainment cities, across 23 states and Union territories.

Centre plans to make India free of single use plastics
The Union Minister Prakash Javadekar announced a massive public campaign
to make India free of single use plastics at the function ordered by the Indian
Consulate in Sao Paulo, Brazil. The Ministry conducted a series of meet with all
the stakeholders including state governments gathering to eliminate the use of
single-use plastic. It also suggested shopkeepers to provide eco-friendly bags to
their customers.
Government's measure to avoid single-use plastics:
Narendra Modi-led government has urged the people to use jute and cloth bags to
protect the environment. About 20,000 tonnes of plastic waste is generated every
day in the country and out of which only 13,000-14000 tonnes are collected.
The government also urged the shopkeepers to stop selling the plastic bags and
used to sell jute and cloth bags. It also directed the Customers should adopt ways to
reduce plastic usage in use to abolish plastic usage.
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DEFENCE
Indian Army launches 'Mission Reach Out' in Jammu and Kashmir
The Indian Army launched "Mission Reach Out" in Jammu to ensure basic
necessities and essential services are available in the region post the abrogation of
the provisions of Article 370 and reorganisation of Jammu and Kashmir.
A high level "Mission Reach Out" conference to review the prevalent situation in
the region. This was held in the Nagrota Military Station chaired by White Knight
Corps Commander Lt Gen Paramjit Singh.
The Corps commander lauded the absolute synergy between the Army, civil
administration and other security establishments in maintaining peace, harmony
and a conducive environment, the officials said.
It was attended by Jammu Divisional Commissioner Sanjeev Verma, members of
the civil administration, representatives of the J&K Police, CRPF, BSF and
intelligence agencies.The prevailing security scenario and preparedness of security
agencies and civil administration were discussed during the conference. It emerged
during the conference that the situation in the Jammu region had been peaceful with
no untoward incident taking place post the revocation of Article 370 on 5th of
August.
The Corps commander informed about the numerous initiatives undertaken by the
Army under 'Mission Reach Out'.
These are mobile medical care units with essential medicines and lady medical
officers, wherever necessary, providing water in locations where the supply was
disrupted, provision of essentials, including rations, assistance in transportation of
patients to hospitals, facilitating people to speak to their near and dear ones through
Army exchange and creating a safe environment for ATMs, banks and hospitals to
function, the spokesperson said.
During the conference, the divisional commissioner assured of adequate availability
of all basic necessities and essential services to meet the requirements of the
people. He further informed that due to normalcy in the region, the general public
had requested for the opening of schools and educational institutes, which was
agreed upon and schools in the city were opened from 10 August.

Jamia Millia Islamia to unveil model of INS Kolkata on 15 August
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Jamia Millia Islamia, the public central university, at New Delhi is to unveil a
model of the Indian naval ship INS Kolkata at the University on 15 August, the
Independence day.
The ship model is installed outside the University's Centre For Information
Technology. It will ne unveiled by Professor Najma Akhtar, the University's vicechancellor. The ship model will be cased in a thick glass.
The steel ship model costs around Rs.12 lakh. It was donated by the Indian
Navy to the University. The University has agreements with the Indian Army,
Navy and Air Force as well as the Coast Guard.
Aim:
The main aim of installing the INS Kolkata model is to motivate students to
consider joining the defence forces as a career option. The model will also inculcate
a feeling of pride among the students.
MiG-23:
Jamia Millia Islamia's Engineering Department already has a MiG-23 aircraft. The
fighter plane was brought to the university in 2010.
INS Kolkata:
INS Kolkata was Commissioned on 16 August 2014. It is of class stealth guidedmissile destroyers of the Indian Navy. It lists of armaments reportedly included
Brahmos supersonic anti-ship, Anti-submarine warfare, guns and land-attack
cruise missiles. INS Kolkata test-fired a BrahMos missile, Barak 8 missile and 2
other missiles.

GRSE launches fifth FPV for Coast Guard
Garden Reach Shipbuilders and Engineers (GRSE) launched a fifth Fast Patrol
Vessel (FPV) for the Indian Coast Guard (ICG). The name of the coast guard is
Kanaklata Barua. The coast is named after a freedom fighter from Assam. The is
the last of the five FPVs built by GRSE. The entire design of the ship was
developed in-house by GRSE as per the requirement of theICG. The ship was
launched by Veena Ajay Kumar, wife of Ajay Kumar, Secretary Defence
(Production), in the presence of Rear Admiral VK Saxena (Retd), Chairman and
Managing Director, GRSE and Inspector General Rajan Bargotra, Commander
Coast Guard Region (North-East).
The vessel is 50 metres long and 7.5 metres wide with a displacement of around
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308 tonnes. It is equipped with three main engines, advanced communication and
navigation systems. The main aim is to design for a maximum speed of 34 knots,
with an endurance of more than 1500 nautical miles at cruising speed of 12-16
knots. The first ship of this class is ICGS Priyadarshini commissioned on March 27.

PM announced the creation of CDS post
The Prime Minister Narendra Modi has announced the creation of post of Chief
of Defence Staff (CDS) on 15 August. The rank of CDS will be a first among
equals. It will be a fourth four-star officer who will be senior to the three other
service chiefs. It is the most significat reform in the defence.
Aim:
The creation of the post aims to make the Indian defence forces even more
effective. It will also ensure the better coordination between the three defence
services.
Roles and duties of CDS:
Chief of Defence Staff (CDS) will act as the single-point advisor to the
Government. The CDS officer will be advising the Army, Navy and Airforce on
matters related to all the three services. The officer concerned will make the
Country's armed forces integrated.
Creation of the post:
In 2000, a Group of Ministers (GoM) were set up to examine the findings of the
Kargil Review Committee (KRC). This GoM suggested the introduction of the
CDS post at the end of the review. Then in May 2001, former Minister of State for
Defence Arun Singh-led GoM recommended the appointment of CDS with the
administrative control over India's Strategic Forces Command. Once again in
2016, the proposal for the post was recommended.

A 12 member committee to review DPP and DPM
The Minister of Defence Rajnath Singh approved the setting up of a Committee
under the Chairmanship of Director General (Acquisition).
Aim:
The committee is aimed to review the Defence Procurement Procedure (DPP)
2016 and Defence Procurement Manual (DPM) 2009.The Committee will study
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and submit its recommendations in 6 months.
Members:
The Director General (Acquisition) is the Chairman of the committee. There will
be 11 other members in the committee. The hand picked members high-level
committee are not below the rank of Joint Secretary/Major General equivalent.
Roles of the committee:
The committee will simplify various policies and procedures to facilitate greater
participation of Indian Industry
It will develop robust Defence Industrial base
The Committee will ensure the seamless flow from asset acquisition to life cycle
support by revising and aligning the former procedures
It will examine and incorporate new concepts, such as life cycle costing, life cycle
support, performance based logistics, ICT, lease contracting, codification &
standardisation
The committee is empowered to include provisions to promote Indian start-ups
and research & development
It will lend its support to the Make in India initiative

Fifth Army International Scout Masters Competition Concludes at Jaisalmer
Military Station with Indian Army Emerging as Champions
Indian Army team comprehensively won the 5th Army International Scout
Masters Competition. It is held at Jaisalmer Military Station from 06 to 14 August
2019 in a fiercely fought competition with teams from Armenia, Belarus, China,
Kazakhstan, Russia, Sudan and Uzbekistan. The Indian Army team selected and
trained under the aegis of Southern Command.
The Closing Ceremony of the Fifth Army International Scout Masters Competition
2019 held in Jaisalmer. Honorable Raksha Mantri Shri Rajnath Singh was the
Chief Guest. The ceremony was attended by General Bipin Rawat, Param Vishisht
Seva Medal, Uttam Yudh Seva Medal, Ati Vishisht Seva Medal, Yudh Seva Medal,
Sena Medal, Vishisht Seva Medal, Aide-de-Camp, Chief of the Army Staff,
Lieutenant General SK Saini, Ati Vishisht Seva Medal, Yudh Seva Medal, Vishisht
Seva Medal, Army Commander, Southern Command, delegations of participating
countries, members of the International Organising Committee and several civil and
military dignitaries.
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The closing ceremony commenced with a smart ceremonial marching of the
participating contingents into the stadium. Shri Rajnath Singh addressed the
participants and welcomed the representatives of the International Organising
Committee, dignitaries and other guests.
Southern Command for the flawless and successful conduct of the event. He
appreciated the sportsman spirit, dedication and the professional standards
displayed by all the teams in the competition.
The competitions are an excellent platform to allow countries to build a
constructive dialogue, strengthening friendship, partnership and trust. The military
events would lead to interoperability and sharing of best practices
thereby,benefiting all the participating Nations. The fifth Army International Scout
Masters Competition 2019 declared closed by Shri Rajnath Singh.
The prize distribution ceremony took place wherein the Defence Minister gave
away the Champions Trophy to the winning Indian team, Runners Up Trophy. The
Closing Ceremony culminated with a cultural programme to depict the rich cultural
heritage of India.The participating countries and teams were highly appreciative
of the conduct, arrangements and hospitality extended to them during the entire
duration.
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AWARDS AND HONOURS
Rajasthan bagged the Best innovation and initiative leadership award
Rajasthan bagged the Best innovation and initiative leadership award 2019 in
the 14th elets World Education Summit (WES) held at New Delhi. The award is
for its achievements in higher education. The award was received by the Minister
of State for Higher Education Bhanwar Singh Bhati.
The State was award for promoting higher education with the emphasis on
inculcating ethical values among the students and developing their skills to face
competitive exams. Minister Bhanwar Singh Bhati of Rajasthan helped to improve
Free education for girls in higher studies. Because of this now there are 100 boys
of 108 girls studying in government colleges.
Organised by:
The summit was organised by Elets Technomedia Pvt Ltd in association with
Government of Nagaland, Government of Manipur, Government of
Uttarakhand and the Government of Rajasthan. The summit was powered by
NoPaperForms on 9-10 August in Delhi 2019.
World Education Summit:
The representatives from 8 countries and 17 States of India attended the two-day
summit including the State Higher and Technical Education Secretary Vaibhav
Galriya and Commissioner of College Education Pradeep Kumar Borad.
The summit will felicitated edu-tech corporate and start-up for their innovation in
education landscape. The summit also recognises the contributions of teachers
through Teachers Glory Awards introduced for the first time.

Police Personnel were awarded the Union Home Minister Medal for
Excellence in Investigation
The Union Home Minister Medal for Excellence in Investigation for the year
2018 have been awarded to 101 Police personnel belonging to 25 States/UT/
Central Investigating Agencies.
Aim:
The aim of medal of Excellence in Investigation is to promote high professional
standards of investigation of crime. The award also recognizes Excellence in
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Investigation by Investigating officers and well appreciable working too.
Awardees:
The Police personnel receiving the Awards about:
11 are from Madhya Pradesh and Maharashtra Police each
8 are from Rajasthan and Uttar Pradesh police
7 are from Tamil Nadu police
9 are from CBI
Rest are from the other States/UT and Central Investigating Agencies
The awardees include twelve women police officers also
The investigation team who solved the Gauri Lankesh murder case are also
awarded. The state government had also awarded the team with price amount of
Rs.25 lakhs prize for their exemplary work during the probe.

Abhinandan Varthaman to be awarded Vir Chakra
Indian Air Force (IAF) Wing Commander Abhinandan Varthaman will be
awarded the Vir Chakra gallantry medal on Independence Day. The Vir Chakra
award is an Indian gallantry award for acts of Bravery on the battlefield. The
award will recognises his grit, determination and bravery.
His capture and release:
Days after Pulwama attack, theIndian Air Force (IAF) carried out an airstrike at a
terror camp run by Jaish-e-Mohammed. During confrontation, IAF pilot
Abhinandan Varthaman shot down a Pakistan F-16 jet on February 27. He spent
nearly 60 hours in Pakistan's custody after his MiG-21 Bison was shot down by
Pakistan Air Force F-16s in February in the dogfight. Abhinandan Varthaman
downed an F-16 fighter jet of the Pakistan Air Force.
The wing commander cleared all medical tests and likely to rejoin flying duties. He
had suffered injuries after ejecting from his damaged plane and parachuting to
safety. The pilot went through a series of physical and mental evaluations since his
capture and release.

Service and Gallantry Medals for 946 police personnel
A total of 946 police personnel have been awarded Service/Gallantry Medals on
the occasion of the Independence Day, 2019. The awards were approved by
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the President of India.
Awardees:
Among the awardees 72 are from CRPF, 61 are from J&K police, 23 are from
Odisha, 9 are from Chhattisgarh and the remaining from the other States/UTs
and CAPFs.
President Police Medals for Gallantry (PPMG) - 3 personnel
Police Medals for Gallantry (PMG) - 177 personnel
President's Police Medals for Distinguished Service - 89 personnel
Police Medal for Meritorious Service -677 personnel
180 Gallantry awards:
Among the 180 gallantry awards:
114 personnel - For their action in Jammu & Kashmir
62 personnel - For their left wing extremism affected areas
4 personnel - For their action in the north-east region

ISRO chairman K.Sivan conferred with A.P.J. Abdul Kalam award
Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) Chairman K Sivan awarded the Dr
APJ Abdul Kalam Award by the Tamil Nadu government.Kailasavadivoo Sivan,
who led ISRO's successful launch of Chandrayaan-2 mission receive the award in
person receive it from Chief Minister K Palaniswami.The award is given in
recognition of his stellar work in promotion of science and technology.The Kalam
award is to honour those who work for promoting scientific growth, humanities and
students' welfare.The award carries 8 gm gold medal, Rs. five lakh in cash and a
citation.Mr Sivan's leadership led to the historical achievement of most successful
GSLV flight with indigenous cryogenic stage.
ISRO successfully launched Chandrayaan 2, the second mission to the moon on
July 22 and he was the chief architect of SITARA, a 6D trajectory simulation
software.He worked on the design and development of launch vehicles for ISRO
and has contributed immensely towards end to end mission planning, design, and
mission integration and analysis.The 62-year-old space scientist was a first graduate
in his family, who got a Bachelor's degree in engineering from the Madras Institute
of Technology in 1980.He was a recipient of several awards including Dr Vikram
Sarabhai Research Award (1999).
Mr Sivan to receive the award at the Independence Day celebrations at Fort St
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George in Chennai.The Kalam's birthday (October 15) will be observed as "Youth
Renaissance Day."The first Kalam award was presented by Jayalalithaa in 2015 to
ISRO scientist N Valarmathi and it is given on Independence Day every year.
ISRO
Director: Kailasa Vadivoo Sivan Trending
Headquarters: Bengaluru
Founder: Vikram Sarabhai
Founded: 15 August 1969
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SPORTS
Bianca Andreescu won the 2019 Rogers Cup
Bianca Andreescu won the 2019 Rogers Cup in Toronto, Canada. She defeated
Serena Williams.
In the Rogers Cup mens final, Spanish player Rafael Nadal won the title. It is
his fifth Rogers Cup title. He secured 6-3 and 6-0 won Daniil Medvedev. It is his
35th Masters 1,000 tournament win.
Results:
Men's singles: Rafael Nadal
Women's singles: Bianca Andreescu
Men's doubles: Marcel Granollers, Horacio Zeballos
Women's doubles: Barbora Krejkov, Kateina Siniakov
Canadian Open (Rogers Cup):
The tournament was founded in 1881. The Rogers Cup was the 130th edition. The
tournament was held in IGA Stadium & Aviva Centre at Toronto, Canada.

Indian juniors won medals at the 2019 Bulgarian Junior International
Championships
Indian juniors won three gold, one silver and two bronze medals at the 2019
Bulgarian Junior International Championships in Pazardzhik, Bulgaria on 12
August.
Results:
Girls singles: Samiya lmad Faruqui bt Anastasiia Shapovalova and secured 9-21,
21-12, 22-20.
Girls doubles: Tanisha Crasto & Aditi Bhatt bt Bengisu Ercetin & Zehra Erdfm
and secured 21-15, 18- 21, 21-18.
Mixed doubles: Edvin Joy & Shruti Mishra bt Brandon Zhi Hao & Abbygael
Harris and secured 21-14; 21-17
Boys doubles: William Jones/Brandon Zhi Hao bt Ishan Bhatnagar &
Vishnuvardhan and secured 21-19, 21-18.

Aishwarya Pissay claims the world title in motorsports
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Aishwarya Pissay claimed the world title in motorsports in the women's category
in the FIM World Cup 2019 held at Varpalota in Hungary. She created the
histroy and became the first Indian to claim the title. She finished 4th in the
Hungary Round. Federation of Motor Sports Clubs of India (FMSCI) claimed
her success India's first FIM World Cup champion.
Event conducted by:
International Motorcycling Federation conducted the FIM World Cup 2019.
International Motorcycling Federation is the governing body for motor racing in the
world.
Abou the race:
She won the first round in Dubai. She was placed third in Portugal, fifth in Spain
and fourth in Hungary. She was placed second in the junior category with 46
points, after Tomas de Gavardo of Chile.
2019 FIM World Cup:
FIM world cup is the class of motorcycling racing which uses Electric Motorcycles
with a top speed of 270km per hour. The FIM World Cup 2019 is the 8th season
of the FIM Bajas World Cup. FIM Bajas World Cup is an international rally raid
competition for motorbikes and quads.

P.T. Usha appoints in AAAs Athletes Commission
Legendary Indian sprinter P.T. Usha, one of Indias greatest athletes. She is
appointed as a member of the Asian Athletics Associations (AAA) Athletes
Commission.
This is the 2nd time she is appointed as member .P.T. Usha appointed a member of
the Asian Athletics Associations Athletes Commission. She will be one of the six
members of the AAA Athletes Commission, to be headed by 1992 Olympics gold
medallist hammer thrower Andrey Abduvaliyev of Uzbekistan.

Bajrang Punia to get Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna Award 2019
Bajrang PuniaawardedRajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna Award 2019. It is the highest
country award in India. Bajrang Punia is set to be awarded the Rajiv Gandhi Khel
Ratna Award 2019.The country's highest sporting honour.
Punia will be rewarded with the award for his consistent showing in the field of
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wrestling. His contribution in bringing laurels to the country. Punia along with
Vinesh Phogat was recommended by the Wrestling Federation of India (WFI) for
the prestigious award.
Punia his title at the Tbilisi Grand Prix won the gold medal by prevailing over
Iran's Peiman Bibyani in the 65kg final of the men's freestyle competition.
His achievements
Punia stamped his authority in the Asian circuit. He won the Asian Wrestling
Championships in Xi'an, China.Punia won the gold medal in the 65-kg freestyle
wrestling event at the Asian Games held in Jakarta.
He defeated Japanese wrestler Takatani Daichi 11-8.He won the gold medal in the
same category at the Gold Coast Commonwealth Games. He overcame Kane
Charig of Wales by Technical Superiority to clinch the gold.
Indian cricket team skipper Virat Kohli and weightlifter Mirabai Chanu were
awarded the Khel Ratna Award.
The first recipient of the award was Chess Grandmaster Viswanathan Anand who
was honored for his performance in the year 1991-92.

Indian team wins gold at the World Junior Track Cycling Championships
Indian men's team won the Team Sprint gold medal at the World Junior Track
Cycling Championships in Frankfurt, Germany. A team of 4 members created
the history by winning India's first-ever gold in a world level cycling competition.
The Indian team defeated Australia and clocked 44.681 seconds to claim the top
honours. Britain shtood third and won the bronze medal.
In the event of team Sprint India won gold and the members are:
Rojit Singh Yanglem
Esow Esow
Ronaldo Singh Laitonjam
Jemsh Singh Keithellakpam
2019 UCI Junior Track Cycling World Championships:
The 2019 UCI Junior Track Cycling World Championships was held from 14 to 18
August 2019 at Frankfurt (Oder), Germany. The track cycling championship event
happens every year.
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ARTS & CULTURE
State of Art Gallery at National Crafts Museum inaugurated
A Textiles Gallery at National Crafts Museum was inaugurated in New Delhi on
13 August by the Union Minister of Textiles and Women and Child
Development, Smriti Zubin Irani.
Aim:
The collection aims to help people explore, enjoy, and rediscover the world of
Indian textiles through design and technology.
Collections in the gallery:
The Gallery consists of more than 230 different types of textiles collections more
than 30 traditions. Five zones were displayed in the gallery. Zones has been named
as weaving, embroidery, dying (Ikatpatola), pattern (Bandhej, Kalamkari, and
Leheria) and TanaBana based on the intricacies of the textiles.
The gallery exhibits the fine Indian Craftsmanship to public. The rich collection
displayed the importance of conserving Indias rich heritage of handlooms for the
next generations. It will serve as a resource centre for the students of fashion
technology, apparel sciences and textiles designing.
Under three categories the handlooms were displayed:
Pre Loom Ikat: The design that are already visualized and transferred to the yarn
before the yarn is placed on the loom.
On- Loom: The design enters the loom while weaving brocade, muslin, jamdani,
weaved shawls, weaved sarees.
Post Loom: Displays the techniques that can be done on cloth after it is wovenblock printing, embroidery and kalamkaricomes in this category.

Third phase of Jung E Azadi memorial was dedicated
The third phase of the Jung-E-Azadi memorial was dedicated to the people who
were killed in the Jallianwala Bagh massacre and the unsung heroes who were
incarcerated in the Andaman Cellular jail during the freedom struggle. The
memorial was dedicated by the Punjab Chief Minister Amarinder Singh. The
cost of the third phase of the memorial was Rs.20 crore.
Aim of the memorial:
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The memorial aims to spread the awareness about the sacrifices made by Indians to
free India from the British rule among the younger generations.
Other launches:
The chief minister also launched other development and welfare projects. The
projects are part of Rs.450 crore worth development projects of the State.
Jung-E-Azadi Memorial:
The foundation for the memorial was laid on 19 October 2014. It is located
at Kartarpur, Punjab. The memorial marks the sacrifices made by the Punjabi
community in the Independence movement. The planning and building of the
memorial was carried out under the Director Department of Tourism and
Cultural Affairs, Punjab.
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OBITUARY
Damodar Ganesh Bapat passed away on 16 August
Social worker and Padma Shri awardee Damodar Ganesh Bapat passed away on
16 August in Chhattisgarh. He was 84 years old. He died due to illness. He was
known for his social work among the tribal areas in Chhattisgarh.
Damodar Ganesh Bapat:
Bapat dedicated his life to serve the leprosy patients at Bhartiya Kushta Nivarak
Sangh (BKNS) in JanjgirChampa district Chhattisgarh. He also was worker of
Vanvashi aashram in Jaspur (CG). In 2018, the Government of India awarded him
the Padma Shri, the fourth highest civilian award. He was awarded by President
Ram Nath Kovind in 2018 for his service to the society.
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SUMMITS & CONFERENCE
Fifth Meeting Of BRICS Minister Of Environment Held In Sao Paulo, Brazil
Fifth BRICS Minister of Environment Meeting held in Sao Paulo, Brazil. It is
preceded by the 2-day meeting of BRICS Joint Working Group on Environment.
The Indian delegation led by Union Minister of Environment, Forest and Climate
Change, Shri Prakash Javadekar.
Prakash Javadekar stated that India achieved its Nationally Determined
Contributions(NDCs) under the Paris Agreement, reduction of energy intensity by
25%, increment of forest cover by nearly 15,000 sq km, Swachh Bharat Mission
initiative, Waste Management Rules.
The initiatives of BRICS countries and reaffirmed Indias support to BRICS
cooperation.
The BRICS Ministers delegations to join at 14th CoP (Conference of Parties)
scheduled to be held from 2 13 September 2019 and contribute to the efforts to
combat desertification and land degradation.
India free of single-use plastic campaign. The massive campaign that will be
launched to make India free of single-use plastic.The Ministers of BRICS countries
underlined the Partnership on Urban Environmental Sustainability Initiative
(PUESI). This is used to share knowledge & experience on major issues such as
waste management, cogeneration, reverse logistics, sanitation, urban air quality,
urban green areas.
BRICS Environmentally Sound Technology (BEST) Cooperation Platform was
highlighted for innovations, knowledge sharing and capacity building
It was adopted for improvement of the river ecosystem and tackling marine waste.
The Ministers agreed to support the development of Post-2020 Global Biodiversity
Framework & they urged developed countries to meet their commitment under the
UNFCCC (United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change) and its
Kyoto Protocol and Paris Agreement to provide means of implementation of
climate finance, technology development and transfer and capacity-building
support.
Brazil was led by Mr. Ricardo Salles, Minister of Environment. Minister of Natural
Resources and Environment, Mr. Dmitry Kobylkin led the Russian delegation,
while the Chinese delegation was led by Mr. Huang Runqiu, Vice-Minister of
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Ecology and Environment and the South African delegation was led by Minister of
Environment, Forestry and Fisheries, Ms. Barbara Creecy.
About Brazil:
Capital: Brasilia
Currency: Brazilian real
President: Jair Bolsonaro
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SCHEMES
National Health Authority plans to include all types of cancer and its
treatment under PM JAY Scheme
The National Health Authority (NHA) plans to include all types of cancer and its
treatment under the Ayushman Bharat Yojana- Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya
Yojana (PM-JAY) healthcare packages. The plain awaits approval from the
governing body and the entire process will take around 3 month.
The central government's health insurance scheme are cost-effective, proven and
beneficial to the patients. It will now cover the various types of medical
procedures,that include chemotherapy, surgery and radiation. The announcement
aims to give medical cover to over 10 crore poor and vulnerable families of
approximately 50 crore beneficiaries. The scheme will now provide coverage of up
to Rs.5 lakh per family per year for secondary and tertiary care hospitalisation.
Cancer in India:
In India, Cancer is the second most common disease. Cancer affected people in
India are around 2.25 million. Over 11 lakh new cancer patients are registered
each year by government.
Survey says that the people about 0.3 million die due to cancer per year including
Lung cancer with 1,20,000 patients every year, Breast cancer affects about 1.5
lakh patientsevery year and lip and oral cancer 2,76,000every year.
About PM-JAY insurance scheme:
Ayushman Bharat Scheme also called as Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana
(PM-JAY), a National Health Protection Scheme, was launched on September
2018. It was launched by PM Narendra Modi. The National Health Protection
Scheme (NHA) is an implementing body of the Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana
(PM-JAY) health insurance scheme.
Beneficiaries: PM-JAY scheme will cover over 10 crore poor and vulnerable
families. The coverage package is up to Rs.5 lakh per family per year for
secondary and tertiary care hospitalisation.
Implementation: About 16000 hospitals have been empanelled and nearly 34 lakh
beneficiaries have been admitted while nine crore e-cards have been issued.

MoHUA launched Swachh Survekshan 2020
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Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs (MoHUA) launched the Swachh
Survekshan 2020 on 13th August. It is the fifth edition of the annual cleanliness
survey conducted by the Ministry. The scheme was launched by Shri Hardeep
Singh Puri, the Minister of Housing & Urban Affairs.
Swachh Survekshan 2020:
The project Swachh Survekshan 2020 focus on sustaining andmonitoring the
ground and service level performance on cleanliness. The redesigned Swachh
Survekshan will ensure and focus on sustaining the changed behaviours on key
areas.
The project focuses onKey areas such as:
Collect segregated waste and maintain till processing site
Utilize capacity Of wet waste processing facilities
Treat aid re-use wastewater
Follow 3R Principles: Reduce. Reuse and Recycle
Curtail solid waste based Air pollution
Uplift social condition of informal Waste Pickers
Promote procurement through GeM
Assess Ganga Towns separately to accelerate action
Engage Technology driven Monitoring
Other launches:
The Ministry also launched Swachh Survekshan 2020 Toolkit, SBM Water plus
Protocol and Toolkit, Swachh Nagar Mobile App and AI enabled mSBM App.
Swachh Survekshan 2020 Toolkitcontains contains the detailed survey
methodology and component indicators with scores.It aims to help the cities to
prepare themselves for the final survey which will be released on January 2020.
SBM Water plus Protocol and Toolkit aims toensure that no untreated
wastewater is released into the environment thereby enabling sustainability of the
sanitation value chain.
Swachh Nagar Mobile Apphave features to track waste collection by ULBs
through route and vehicle monitoring, notify citizens, online collection of user fee
for waste collection and an effective grievance redressal mechanism
AI enabled mSBM App is a mobile aplication developed by the National
Informatics Centre (NIC). It will help the beneficiary to get approval from the ULB
nodal officer to verify and approve the application. It will reducing the processing
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time for applicants.

MoHUA launched Swachh Nagar app
Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs (MoHUA) launched Swachh Nagar
app, a mobile application under the Swachh Survekshan 2020. Through the app,
people will be able to get their household waste that can be picked up by urban
municipal bodies. The move is a part of the cleanliness rankings of cities. It was
inaugurated by the Union Minister of State Hardeep Singh Puri.
Aim:
The Swachh Survekshan 2020 has the theme "Cleanliness is Our Right". To avail
the service through Swachh Nagar app people will have to pay to civic bodies.
Using the app, the people can also track the waste-collection vehicle and can ensure
the accountability of municipal corporations.
Government's measure in making a clean India:
The Centre has set a target of making the country Open Defecation Free by
October 2, 2019. The sanitation targets under the Swachh Bharat Mission-Urban.
Under the mission the Centre has achieved the construction of more than 98% of
toilet. The app will facilitate the applicants of Individual Household Toilets under
SBM-Urban. Also, it enables people to know the status of their application in realtime after uploading the photograph.

Jal Jeevan Mission scheme to be launched
Prime Minister Narendra Modi said that the government is to launch the Jal
Jeevan Mission scheme. The scheme aims to bring piped water to households. The
estimated cost of the project is more than Rs.3.5 lakh crore.
Niti Aayog reported that nearly 600 million Indians are facing high to extreme
water stress. The report said that 21 cities, including Delhi, Bengaluru, Chennai and
Hyderabad, will run out of groundwater by 2020, affecting 100 million people.
Jal Jeevan Mission Scheme:
The scheme functions under the Jal Shakti Ministry. It aims to work with state
governments to ensure Har Ghar Jal to all rural households by 2024.
Under the first phase of the scheme, the government is to focus on rainwater
harvesting and water conservation in 256 districts and carry out other initiatives. It
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includes renovation of traditional water bodies and tanks, reuse of water and
recharge structures, watershed development and intensive afforestation.
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APPOINTMENTS / RESIGN
Alejandro Giammattei was elected as the President of Guatemala
Alejandro Giammattei was elected as the President of Guatemala in a run-off in
the countrys Supreme Electoral Council court. He will assume office on 14
January, 2020. He defeated the former first lady Sandra Torres from the centrist
National Unity of Hope party.
He won on his fourth try. He won 58.26% of the votes after 98% of voting centres
had been counted. Former first lady Sandra Torres won 40% of votes.
Alejandro Giammattei:
Alejandro Giammattei is a 63-year-old conservative candidate and former
surgeon. He was the director of the countrys prison system. He was involved in a
scandal over extrajudicial killings in a prison in Guatemala. In 2010, he was
arrested but was acquitted after 10 months in pre-trial detention.
Republic of Guatemala:
President: Alejandro Giammattei
Vice President: Jafeth Cabrera
Capital: Guatemala City
Currency: Quetzal (GTQ)
Official languages: Spanish
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IMPORTANT DAYS
International Youth Day was observed on 12 August
The International Youth Day was observed on 12 August 2019. The day is
observed every year. The Day was first instituted by UN General Assembly in
1999. The day celebrates the role of young women and men as essential partners
in change. The days aims to create opportunities to the youth to raise awareness of
challenges and problems facing the worlds youth.
2019 theme:
The theme of the day was Transforming education. The day highlights efforts to
make education more inclusive and accessible for all youth, including efforts by
youth themselves. Goal 4 of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development Goals
(SDG) and promote lifelong learning opportunities for all.
An UN report said that among the 1.8 billion young people (aged between 10 and
24) in the world, more than half of all children (aged 6-14) lack basic reading and
math skills. This threatens the progress towards the SDGs. Therefore, on this day,
the United Nation tried to put an emphasis on making education more relevant to
everyday problems so that the youth will be more involved in the process.
In India:
The Indian government also ensured that young minds explore and tap their full
potential. On this day, the Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports conferred the
National Youth Awards on individuals and organisations. The award was
distributed by Minister for Youth Affairs & Sports Shri Kiren Rijiju. The award
was conferred upon 20 individuals and 3 organizations.
The award comprises of:
For individual:
A medal, a certificate and a cash prize of Rs.50,000.
For youth organisation:
Cash prize of Rs.2,00,000, a medal and a certificate.
The award recognises the excellent work and contribution of youth in the fields of
development and social service, such as health, promotion of human rights,
active citizenship, community service etc. It also motivates the young persons,
aged between 15-29 years, to achieve excellence in the field of national
development and social service. It also recognises the outstanding work done by
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voluntary organizations working with the youth for national development including
social service.
Photo Exhibition:The Ministry also conducted a Photo Exhibition on China
through Eyes of Indian Youth - 2019. The photos taken by youth delegates who
participated in the recent Youth Exchange Program to China were exposed in the
exhibition.

World elephant day celebrated on August 12
World Elephant Day is celebrated to create awareness and bring attention to the
urgent plight (dangerous situation) of Asian and African elephants. The day was
first launched on August 12, 2012.
Human activities like poaching, human-elephant conflict, and mistreatment in
captivity have become a great threat to both African and Asian elephants survival.
The African elephants are listed as vulnerable and Asian elephants are listed as
Endangered on the IUCN (International Union for Conservation of
Nature) red list of threatened species.
Singapore announced on World elephant day that ivory sales will be banned from
the country from 2021.
The announcement followed two years of consultation with non Government
groups, ivory retailers and public.
Significance
Last month, the authorities seized their largest ivory ever weighing 9tonnes of
contraband tusks from 300 African elephants valued at $12.9 million which was
discovered in a container from the Democratic Republic of Congo being shipped to
Vietnam via Singapore. It also included pangolin scales in the huge stash. All forms
of ivory products are banned since 1990. Traders can, however, sell ivory only if
they prove that the ivories they sell were acquired prior to the ban by the govt. The
national parks in Singapore ban elephant ivory and products with effect from
September 1, 2021.

Vikram Sarabhais 100th birth anniversary observed on 12 August
Founder of ISRO (Indian Space Research Organisation) and Father of the Indian
Space Program, Vikram Sarabhais 100th birth anniversary observed across the
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country.
He established Physical Research Laboratory (PRL) in Ahmedabad on 11
November 1947 & Indian National Committee for Space Research in 1962.
He founded the Indian Institute of Management (IIM) Ahmedabad, Center for
Environmental Planning and Technology(CEPT) and the Nehru Foundation for
Development (NFD) in Ahmedabad. He also served as chairman of Indias Atomic
Energy Commission.
ISRO launched the Chandrayaan-2 mission having lander called Vikram to honour
the late Dr. Vikram Sarabhai that is scheduled to touch down on the lunar surface
on September 7, 2019.
List of Awards received
In 1966, he received the Padma Bhushan.In 1972, was conferred the Padma
Vibhushan posthumously.In 1973, a crater on the moon was named after him i.e.
Sarabhai. It is located on the Mare Serenitatis, in the northeast quadrant of the
Moon.For 2019, Dr. Sarabhais doodle was created by Mumbai-based artist Pavan
Rajurkar.On August 12, 2019, To commemorate the birth centenary of Dr. Vikram
Sarabhai, ISRO has launched year-long programs and functions (include science
and space exhibitions, competitions for school children, journalism awards and
speeches by eminent personalities), that will end on 12th August 2020. The
inaugural function for the same has been organized at Gujarat University
Convention Hall in Ahmedabad, Gujarat while valedictory function for the yearlong program was held at Thiruvananthapuram. The unique Space on Wheels
exhibition inside the bus also inaugurated on this auspicious occasion along with
the unveiling of a commemorative coin. ISRO released a Coffee Table Book and a
photo album of on life and work of Dr. Vikram Sarabhai.

World Organ Donation day observed on August 13
Organ donation dayis observed on 13 August. This day mainly aims to motivate
people to donate their healthy and precious organs after death to save lives. As per
the National Health Portal, 500,000 people die due to non-availability of organs.
Organ donation day tries to spread information and make people aware of organ
donation. The main aim is to eliminate the myths and fears people have in their
minds about organ donation. Organ donation can be life-changing.
Importance of Organ Donation Day 2019:
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A donor can initiate to donate organs like the heart, liver, intestines, kidneys, lungs
and pancreas after his or her death.The national guidelines, anyone can be an organ
donor irrespective of age, caste, religion, and community. The organ donation day
urges people to communities to come forth and donate organs to save precious
lives. There is no defined age for organ donation is based on strict medical criteria.
After organ failure, vital organs like the heart, liver, intestines, kidneys, lungs, and
pancreas can be transplanted into the patient to help the recipient lead a normal life.

India celebrates 73rd Independence Day of 15 August
India celebrates its 73rd Independence Day on 15 August, 2019. The Day is
celebrated every year. On August 15, 1947, India gained its power and became an
independent nation. The Day will be celebrated by colors and various events across
the country. The President Ram Nath Kovind will deliver the address to the
nation on the Independence Day event. The tricolour flag is hoisted by the Prime
Minister of India Narendra Modi.
In J&K Indian flag will be hoisted on 73rd Independence Day of India for the
first time. Centre has announced this event as "Jashn-e-Azad".
History:
The British rule began in 1757. The East India Company then took control in
India, for almost 100 years, till 1857. British crown dethroned the East India
Company during the Indian Mutiny in 1857-58. In the 19th Century, the Indian
Independence movement was started. It was led by Mahatma Gandhi. He fought
through various movements like method of nonviolent, non-cooperation
movement which was followed by Civil Disobedience movement.
In 1946, the British govt. underwent capital loss during World War II. The British
Labour Government then planned to end their rule over India. The then British
Prime Minister Clement Atlee announced that the British rule in India would end
by 30 June, 1948 and the powers would be transferred to responsible Indian hands.
The Muslim league demanded for the partition of the country.
But, on the midnight of 14-15 August, 1947, the British rule came to an end and
power was transferred to the two new independent Dominions of India and the
Pakistan.
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BOOKS & AUTHORS
Vice President book Listening, Learning and Leading released
Vice President Shri Venkaiah Naidu released a book titled Listening, Learning
and Leadingof his two years in office. The abrogation of Article 370 should not be
considered as a political issue in the interest of the security of the nation and the
future of people of Jammu and Kashmir. The Book Listening, Learning and
Leading released by Union Minister of Home Affairs Shri Amit Shah. Vice
President Shri Venkaiah Naidu received the first copy.
The event was hosted by Ministry of Information and Broadcasting. Vice President
Venkaiah Naidus popular alliteration and witty remarks, created a cordial
atmosphere in the Rajya Sabha. Apart of the book release, Regional Outreach
Bureau, Chennai organized a photo exhibition highlighting the journey of the Vice
President from a student leader. Shri. Venkaiah Naidus interaction with a cross
section of society, meeting with world leaders and visits to Universities, Research
institutions were also pictured.

History of Jammu & Kashmir from 1889 to 2019 titled Kashmirs untold story
Declassified to be released
The Book titled Kashmirs untold story: Declassification The book is published
by Bloomsbury publishers. The announcement was made on August 14, 2019.
The book portrays the time of political and geographical consolidations of Jammu
& Kashmir(J&K) It is done from the beginning era of Maharaja Gulab Singh till the
present day. The author of the book is Delhi- based filmmaker Iqbal Chand
Malhotra and defense analyst Maroof Raza. The book will be released on
September 18, 2019. The book tells about the history of J&K imposed central rule
and dispossessed the rule Maharaja Gulab Singh.
The contents in the book deal with the scrapping of Article 370 and 35A of J&K,
the formation of two new Territories J&k and Ladakh.The other pressing issues like
Chinas interest in J&K, Islamic Jihad and Indus water treaty (IWS)water.
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AGREEMENTS, MOU
Indian Navy signed MoU with CIAL
Naval Air Enclave (NAE), Kochi signed a memorandum of understanding (MoU)
with Cochin International Airport Limited (CIAL) in a formal function held at
CIAL. The agreement was signed by Captain Satish Kumar S, Officer-in-Charge,
NAE and Shri ACK Nair, Airport Director CIAL.
The MoU was aimed with the commencement of naval air operations from the
NAE, a naval aviation facility at CIAL in Nedumbassery. The MoU sets the
standard operating procedures for CIAL and the Indian Navy. It also ensures safe,
secure and uninterrupted military air operations.
About the Facility:
The facility will comprise of an independent dispersal, aircraft hangar,
administrative building and taxy track. The facility will be located on the
northwest side of CIAL. The Naval runway at INS Garuda is not enough for the
landing and take-off of long-range maritime reconnaissance anti-submarine warfare
aircraft. Hence, the CIAL runway will be used by the Military aircraft for take off
and landing and the NAE taxy track for proceeding to and from the hangar.

Textile Ministry signed MoU with 16 states to offer skill training programmes
Ministry of Textiles signed a Memorandum of Understanding with 16 State
governments. The MoU signed to offer skill training programmes under the
Samarth scheme. Also, 18 States agreed to partner with the Ministry under
Samarth.
The States will nominate the agencies to implement the scheme. For the
implementation of the scheme, the Ministry has allocated Rs.35 lakh for the
implementation of the scheme. The agencies will train 4 lakh people who will be
placed at the textile units.
Training Programme:
The training programme will cover the entire value chain of the textiles sector.
The training programme involves advanced technology oriented features
like Aadhaar Based Biometric Attendance System (AEBAS), CCTV recording,
dedicated Call Centre, Mobile App based Management Information System
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and on-line monitoring.
Samarth scheme:
The aim of the Samarth scheme is to promote self-employment, entrepreneurial
development in traditional handloom, handicraft, jute, wool and silk segments. It is
a scheme for capacity building in the textiles sector.
The Samarth scheme was implemented from 2010 to 2017. The scheme functions
under the Ministry of Textiles. The scheme aims to government's focus on skill
development.
The Ministry of Textiles implemented the Integrated Skill Development Scheme
with a target to provide 15 lakh additional skilled workers to the textiles sector by
2017.
The Ministry has extended the scheme now. By March 18,11.14 lakh persons were
trained under the schema and 8.41 lakh persons were provided placement.
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INDEX / LIST
Indias Largest Rural Sanitation Survey Launched
Jal Shakti Minister Shri Gajendra Singh Shekhawat launched the Swachh
Survekshan Gramin 2019 (SSG 2019) The scheme instituted from August 14 to
September 30, 2019.
Swachh Survekshan Gramin 2019
SSG 2019 will cover 17,450 villages in 698 districts across India. It includes
87,250 public places namely schools, Anganwadi centers, public health centers,
haat/bazaars/religious places. Around 2,50,000 citizens will be interviewed for the
survey. Citizens will also be mobilised to provide feedback on sanitation relation
related issues online using an application developed for the purpose.The
independent survey agency will conduct the survey in all districts.
The results will be announced based on quantitative and qualitative sanitation
parameters. Around 5.8 lakh villages, 639 districts and 32 States/UTs declared
Open Defecation Free (ODF) in rural India. The country is well poised for an
Open Defecation Free India by October 2, 2019. Shri Shekhawat emphasized on the
huge success of the Swachh Bharat Mission. The mission is being taken to the
next level. The main aim is to focus on solid-liquid waste management and plastic
waste management. The enthusiasm showed by all stakeholders towards last years
survey and encouraged the gathering to garner even higher momentum at the
grassroots level this year. The main aim is to highlight that this year the focus is on
plastic waste disposal amongst other wastes. The detailed protocol developed to
guide the ranking of Districts basis their performance on key quality and
quantitative parameters.
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VISITS BY PM / PRESIDENT
PM is on a two day state visit to Bhutan
Prime Minister Narendra Modi is on a two-day state visit to Bhutan. The two
leaders will hold talks to further deepen the bilateral ties. This is PM Modi's
second visit to Bhutan and the first since his re-election.
In his visit, PM Modi is expected to sign 10 MoUs in fields like education amongst
others and inaugurate 5 projects including the Mangdechhu hydroelectric power
plant and the ISRO-built earth station in Thimphu.
It should be noted that India-Bhutan partnership forms an important pillar of New
Delhi's 'Neighbourhood First' policy. PM's visit also reflects the high importance
that the Government attaches to India's relations with the Himalayan nation.
Bhutan:
King: Jigme Khesar Namgyal Wangchuck
Prime Minister: Lotay Tshering
Official languages: Dzongkha
Capital: Thimphu
Currency: Ngultrum (BTN)
Bhutan is bordered by:
North Boundary - Tibetan Autonomous Region of China
West Boundary - Sikkim state of India and the Chumbi Valley of Tibet
East Boundary - Arunachal Pradesh state of India
South Boundary - States of Assam and West Bengal

President awards certificate of honour and Maharshi Badrayan Vyas Samman
for 2019
The President is pleased to award the Certificate of Honour to the following
scholars of Sanskrit, Persian, Arabic, Pali, Prakrit, Classical Kannada, Classical
Telugu, Classical Malayalam, and Classical Odiya for the year 2019.
The awardees list is mentioned below
SANSKRIT
1.ShriSripada Satyanarayanamurthy
2.Shri Rajendra Nath Sarma
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3.Prof. Ramji Thakur
4.Prof. Chand Kiran Saluja
5.Dr. Shri Krishna Sharma
6.Dr. V. Ramakrishna Bhatt
7.Vidwan Janardana Hegde
8.Dr. Kala Acharya
9.Prof. (Dr.) Harekrishna Satapathy
10.Pandit SatyaDev Sharma
11.Shri Banwari Lal Gaur
12.Dr. V.S. Karunakaran
13.Prof. Yugal Kishor Mishra
14.Pandit Manudev Bhattacharya
15.Shri Subuddhi Charan Goswami
SANSKRIT (INTERNATIONAL)
NIL
PALI
1.Dr. Uma Shankar Vyas
PRAKRIT
1.Prof. Kamal Chand Sogani
ARABIC
1.Prof. Faizanullah Farooqi
2.Mohammad Iqbal Husain
3.Dr.Mohd. Samiullah Khan
PERSIAN
1.Prof. Dr. Iraq RazaZaidi
2.Prof. ChanderShekhar
3.Mohammad Sidiq Niazmand
CLASSICAL KANNADA
1. ShriHampaNagarajaiah
CLASSICAL TELUGU
1.Prof. Ravva Srihari
CLASSICAL MALAYALAM
1.Dr.C.P. Achuthan Unny
CLASSICAL ODIA
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1.Pandit Dr. Antaryami Mishra
Scholars
SANSKRIT
1.Dr. Ashok Thapliyal
2.Prof. SujataTripathi
3.Dr.Sanju Mishra
4.Dr.AbhijitHanmant Joshi
5.Dr.SharachchandraDwivedi
PALI
1.Ms. Anoma Shriram Sakhare
PRAKRIT
1. Shri Asish Kumar Jain
ARABIC
1.Dr. Fauzan Ahmad
PERSIAN
1.ER.M. Shahbaz Alam
CLASSICAL KANNADA
1.Shri G.B. Harisha
2.Shri S. Karthik
3.Dr. M. Byrappa
CLASSICAL TELUGU
1.Dr.Addanki Srinivas
2.Dr. V. Triveni
3.Dr. D.K. Prabhakar
CLASSICAL MALAYALAM
1.Dr. Rajeev R.R.
2.ShriSanthosh Thottingal
CLASSICAL ODIA
1.Dr. Subrat Kumar Prusty
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FESTIVALS
Aadi Mahotsav is being celebrated at Leh Ladakh
The Aadi Mahotsav, a National Tribal Festival, is celebrated at Polo Ground in
Leh-Ladakh. It is a 9 day event that starts from 17th August to 25th August. It is
celebrated with a theme of 'A celebration of the spirit of Tribal Craft, Culture
and Commerce'. The festival was inaugurated by the Governor of Jammu and
Kashmir Satya Pal Malik and Arjun Munda, Union Minister for Tribal Affairs.
Participants:
Around 160 Tribal artisans from more than 20 states across the country are
participating to showcase their masterpieces in the festival. The event will have two
reputed local cultural troupes presenting Ladakhi folk dances, Flower Dance,
Abex Dance/song, Ghazal Dance, Aleyatoo will regale the visitors.
The product range comprises of Tribal Textiles, Tribal Jewellery, Tribal
Paintings, Black pottery, foods, forest produces from all around india.
About Aadi Mahotsav:
The event Aadi Mahotsav is the Adivasi way of life is guided a natural simplicity
with crudest tribal handicraft,tribal textiles manufactured from Jammu & Kashmir
in the North to Tamil Nadu in the South will win peoples heart.
For the first time the tribal artisans will be accept payment through major
credit/debit cards training has been conducted by the State Bank of India.
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QUIZ CORNER
1) Who wrote Listening, Learning and Leading book?
A.Shri Suresh Menon
B.Shri Prakash Javedakar
C.Shri Vikram Sinha
D.Shri Venkaiah Naidu

Answer D
Explanation Shri Venkaiah Naidu wrote Listening, Learning and Leading book and published
recently

2) Which company launches its own Operating System Harmony OS?
A.Nokia
B.Huwaei
C.Samsung
D.Apple

Answer B
Explanation Huwaei company launches its own Operating System Harmony OS.

3) Who won gold in 65kg category at Tbilisi Grand Prix 2019
A.Geeta Phogat
B.Bajrang Punia
C.Vinesh Bhogat
D.Pooja Dhanda

Answer B
Explanation Bajrang Punia won gold in 65kg category at Tbilisi Grand Prix 2019.

4) ______________ to be the first woman president of INSA
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A.Aparna Dutta Gupta
B.Chandrima Shaha
C.Anuradha Dube
D.Bamji Mahtab Sohrab

Answer B
Explanation Chandrima Shaha Chandrima Shaha to be the first woman president of INSA.

5) For who Indias agriculture ministry has launched a developmental
equipment rental app for?
A.Farmers
B.Consumers
C.School students
D.None of these

Answer A
Explanation Indias agriculture ministry has developed a farm equipment rental app for Indian
farmers let with hire tractors, rotavator.

6) When did the uber like mobile app for indian farmers is expected to launch
on?
A.End of the August
B.End of 2019
C.End of the September
D.None of these

Answer A
Explanation Indias agriculture ministry has developed a farm equipment rental app for Indian
farmers let with hire tractors, rotavator. The app will be similar to Uber and this corresponding
mobile app is expected to be launched by the end of the August.

7) Who inaugurates interstate portability in two clusters of states?
A.Shri Arun Jaitley
B.Shri Ram Vilas Paswan
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C.Shri Nitin Gadkari
D.Shri Vikram Sharma

Answer B
Explanation Shri Ram Vilas Paswan inaugurates interstate portability in two clusters of states.

8) What is the one nation one ration card system has its able to buy
________from ration shops in any part of the country at low cost .
A.Food grains
B.Money
C.Free stove scheme
D.None of these

Answer A
Explanation The one nation one ration card is the system has its able to buy subsidised
foodgrains from ration shops in any part of the country at low cost.

9) Who inaugurate a scheme Mukhyamantri Krishi Ashirwad Yojana for the
farmers having farmlands?
A.Shri Venkaiah Naidu
B.Shri Raghubar das
C.Shri Arvind Gejrival
D.None of these

Answer A
Explanation Shri Venkaiah Naidu inaugurate a scheme Mukhyamantri Krishi Ashirwad Yojana
for the farmers having farmlands of less than 1 acre to 5 acres will be provided by Rs
5,000-25,000.

10) How many crores did Jharkhand state government will spend for
increasing the income of farmers in double by 2020?
A.2000 crores
B.1800 crores
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C.2250 crores
D.2345 crores

Answer C
Explanation The Jharkhand state government will spend an amount of 2250 crores for increasing
the income of farmers in double by 2020.

11) Who launched the country's first corporate credit card called 'Freedom
Card' for small and medium enterprises (SMEs)?
A.Enkash
B.Brex
C.Nubank
D.None of these

Answer B
Explanation EnKash launched the country's first corporate credit card called 'Freedom Card' for
small and medium enterprises (SMEs). The Freedom Card is a true commercial credit card with
open acceptance.

12) Which bank platform Practo launches co-branded credit card RBL Bank
Practo Plus?
A.Dena Bank
B.RBL Bank
C.Andhra Bank
D.Canara Bank

Answer B
Explanation RBL Bank platform Practo launches co-branded credit card RBL Bank Practo Plus.

13) Which union minister approves Child Care Leave for Male Service
Personnel in Defence Forces
A.Shri Prakash Javedakar
B.Shri Rajnath Singh
C.Shri Arun Jaitley
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D.Shri Suresh Prabhu

Answer B
Explanation Union minister Shri Rajnath Singh approves Child Care Leave for Male Service
Personnel in Defence Forces.

14) UP govt creates world record by planting over 22 crore saplings in one day
on ___________anniversary of the Quit India Movement
A.85th
B.77th
C.78th
D.80th

Answer B
Explanation UP govt creates world record by planting over 22 crore saplings in one day on 77th.

15) Under the Mukhyamantri Krishi Ashirwad Yojana the farmers having
farmlands of less than 1-5 acres will be provided by __________.
A.Rs.1,000-10,000
B.Rs.2,000-20,000
C.Rs.5,000-25,000
D.Rs.7,000-25,000

Answer C
Explanation Vice President Venkaiah Naidu inaugurated a scheme Mukhyamantri Krishi
Ashirwad Yojana for the farmers having farmlands of less than 1 acre to 5 acres will be provided
by Rs5,000-25,000.

16) Draft Agricultural policy released by ___________
A.TamilNadu Government
B.Odisha Government
C.Kerala Government
D.Bihar Government
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Answer B
Explanation Draft Agricultural policy released by Odisha Government.

17) Reliance Jio Fibre launch on Sept 5 plans start at Rs _______ per month
A.1250
B.850
C.700
D.900

Answer C
Explanation Reliance Jio Fibre launch on Sept 5 plans start at Rs 700 per month.

18) Bajrang Punia won gold in _____ at Tbilisi Grand Prix 2019
A.98 kg category
B.65 kg category
C.85 kg category
D.95 kg vategory

Answer B
Explanation Bajrang Punia won gold in 65 kg categoryat Tbilisi Grand Prix 2019.

19) Where is the headquarters of Huwaei company?
A.Armenia, Yerevan
B.Shenzhen, China
C.Manama, Bahrain
D.Sofia, Bulgaria

Answer B
Explanation The headquarters of Huwaei company is Shenzhen, China.

20) Reliance Jio Fibre launch on ______ plans start at Rs 700 per month
A.Nov 16
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B.Sept 5
C.Oct 15
D.Sep 19

Answer B
Explanation Reliance Jio Fibre launch on Sept 5 plans start at Rs 700 per month.

21) Which company partnered with Reliance Jio to accelerate digital
transformation in India
A.Apple
B.Samsung
C.Nokia
D.Microsoft

Answer D
Explanation Reliance Jio Infocomm Limited (Jio) and Microsoft Corporation companies have a
unique relationship.

22) Two Day exhibition on DAE Technologies inaugurated in ____________
A.New Delhi
B.Chennai
C.Hyderabad
D.Secunderabad

Answer A
Explanation Two Day exhibition on DAE Technologies inaugurated in New Delhi.

23) ___________will remove Japan from preferred trade list
A.China
B.South Korea
C.Australia
D.North Korea
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Answer B
Explanation South Korea will remove Japan from preferred trade list.

24) When is the International Youth Day observed?
A.5 August
B.8 August
C.15 August
D.12 August

Answer D
Explanation The International Youth Day was observed on 12 August 2019. The day is observed
every year. The days aims to create opportunities to the youth to raise awareness of challenges
and problems facing the worlds youth.

25) When was the International Youth Day instituted?
A.1990
B.1999
C.2008
D.1987

Answer B
Explanation The International Youth Day was observed on 12 August 2019. The day is observed
every year. The Day was first instituted by UN General Assembly in 1999. The day celebrates the
role of young women and men as essential partners in change.

26) What is the theme of the International Youth Day 2019?
A.Transforming education
B.Empower youth with education
C.Youth skills for SDG
D.Innovation and youth success

Answer A
Explanation The theme of the International Youth Day was Transforming education. The day
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highlights efforts to make education more inclusive and accessible for all youth, including efforts
by youth themselves. Goal 4 of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) and
promote lifelong learning opportunities for all.

27) The Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports conferred the _________ on the
International Youth Day.
A.Youth Recognition Awards
B.National Youth Awards
C.National Awards for Innovations and Creativity
D.National Young Leaders Awards

Answer B
Explanation The Indian government also ensured that young minds explore and tap their full
potential. On this day, the Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports conferred the National Youth
Awards on individuals and organisations. The award was distributed by Minister for Youth
Affairs & Sports Shri Kiren Rijiju. The award was conferred upon 20 individuals and 3
organizations.

28) Who is the Minister responsible for the Ministry of Youth Affairs and
Sports?
A.Sadanand Gowda
B.Dr. Harshvardhan
C.Arvind Sawant
D.Kiren Rijiju

Answer D
Explanation Kiren Rijiju is an Indian lawyer and politician from Arunachal Pradesh. Rijiju is
current Minister of State of the Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports and Minister of State in the
Ministry of Minority Affairs of India.

29) Which of the following is a propulsive movement which will set a
spacecraft on a trajectory to the moon?
A.Propulsive-lunar injection
B.Cross-lunar injection
C.Trans-lunar injection
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D.Hyperbolic-lunar injection

Answer C
Explanation A trans-lunar injection (TLI) maneuver is a propulsive movement which will set a
spacecraft on a trajectory. This procedure will cause the spacecraft to arrive at the Moon.

30) Chandrayaan-2 is expected to land on Moon on _________.
A.14 September
B.7 September
C.20 August
D.24 August

Answer B
Explanation The Chandrayaan-2 spacecraft will be landing on the moon's surface on 7
September by performing a series of maneuvers. After making a successful touchdown on the
lunar surface it will begin its quest for water.

31) Which of the following is the largest black hole found ever?
A.Holmberg 15A
B.TON 618
C.NGC 6166
D.Messier 87

Answer A
Explanation Researchers from the Max Planck Institute, Germany have found the largest black
hole ever. It was named Holmberg 15A. The black hole was observed at the center of Holm 15A,
the central galaxy of Abell 85 which is about 700 million light-years away.

32) In which galaxy does Holmberg 15A, the largest black hole found ever,
located?
A.Messier 81
B.Abell 85
C.Black Eye Galaxy
D.Mayall's Object
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Answer B
Explanation Researchers from the Max Planck Institute, Germany have found the largest black
hole ever. It was named Holmberg 15A. The black hole was observed at the center of Holm 15A,
the central galaxy of Abell 85 which is about 700 million light-years away. The radius of the
black hole is about radius is about 790 Astronomical unit (AU).

33) An Astronomical Unit is roughly equal to _________ kilometers.
A.40 billion
B.20 billion
C.300 million
D.150 million

Answer D
Explanation An Astronomical Unit (AU) is an unit of length, roughly equal to 150 million
kilometers, that is used to measure the average distance between Earth and the Sun. AUs are
generally used to measure distances within our Solar System.

34) Who won Montreal Masters title?
A.Novak Djokovic
B.Rafael Nadal
C.John Isher
D.Marin Claric

Answer B
Explanation Rafael Nadal won Montreal Masters title.

35) Which country to launch its own cryptocurrency
A.South Africa
B.China
C.USA
D.Australia

Answer B
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Explanation China country to launch its own cryptocurrency.

36) Which company remains world's most profitable company?
A.Volkswagen Group
B.Verizon Communications
C.Saudi Aramco
D.Ping An Insurance

Answer C
Explanation Saudi Aramco remains world's most profitable company.

37) World elephant day celebrated on ____________
A.November 18
B.August 12
C.September 14
D.October 16

Answer B
Explanation World elephant day celebrated on August 12.

38) Vikram Sarabhai's __________ observed on 12 August, 2019.
A.185th birth anniversary
B.100th birth anniversary
C.128th birth anniversary
D.156th birth anniversary

Answer B
Explanation Vikram Sarabhais 100th birth anniversaryobserved on 12 August.

39) South Korea will remove __________from preferred trade list
A.Australia
B.Japan
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C.China
D.Pakistan

Answer B
Explanation South Korea will remove Japan from preferred trade list.

40) Vikram Sarabhais birth anniversary is observed on _________ every year.
A.October 15
B.August 12
C.July 18
D.September 16

Answer B
Explanation Vikram Sarabhais 100th birth anniversary observed on August 12.

41) Centre to start special hospitals with Indian Medicines in ___________
districts
A.190
B.150
C.180
D.210

Answer B
Explanation Centre to start special hospitals with Indian Medicines in 150 districts.

42) _______and Microsoft partner to accelerate digital transformation in India
A.Vodafone
B.Reliance Jio
C.Airtel
D.Idea

Answer B
Explanation Reliance Jio and Microsoft partner to accelerate digital transformation in India.
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43) Maharashtra seeks ________crore as monetary assistance from the Centre
A.Rs 4800
B.Rs 3000
C.Rs 5600
D.Rs 6500

Answer B
Explanation Maharashtra seeks Rs 3000 crore as monetary assistance from the Centre.

44) Who is the President of South Korea?
A.Rhee Syngman
B.Moon Jae-in
C.Yun Posun
D.Chun Doo-hwan

Answer B
Explanation President of South Korea is Moon Jae-in.

45) ISRO to perform Trans lunar injection on Chandrayaan 2 on _______
A.29 November
B.20 August
C.28 September
D.19 October

Answer B
Explanation ISRO to perform Trans lunar injection on Chandrayaan 2 on 20 August.

46) Who won the championship in canadian open Rogers cup 2019?
A.Serena williams
B.Simona Halep
C.Bianca Andreescu
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D.Maria Sharapova

Answer C
Explanation Bianca Andreescu won the 2019 Rogers Cup in the Women's singles event held in
Toronto, Canada. She defeated Serena Williams.

47) Who won the Rogers Cup 2019 championship in mens division?
A.Daniil Medvedev
B.Rafael Nadal
C.Marcel Granollers
D.Horacio Zeballos

Answer B
Explanation In the Rogers Cup mens final, Spanish player Rafael Nadal won the title. It is his
fifth Rogers Cup title. He secured 6-3 and 6-0 won Daniil Medvedev. It is his 35th Masters 1,000
tournament win.

48) Where was the 2019 Rogers Cup held?
A.Toronto
B.Montreal
C.New York
D.Rochester

Answer A
Explanation The tournament was founded in 1881. The Rogers Cup was the 130th edition. The
tournament was held in IGA Stadium & Aviva Centre at Toronto, Canada.

49) Who is the implementing body of Ayushman Bharat-Pradhan Mantri Jan
Arogya Yojana (PM-JAY) health insurance scheme?
A.Department of Health Research Authority
B.Suraksha Authority
C.Department of Health Insurance Authority
D.National Health Authority
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Answer D
Explanation The National Health Protection Scheme is an implementing body of Ayushman
Bharat - Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (PM-JAY) health insurance scheme.

50) Which lake has set a new record of being the world's highest lake?
A.Kajin sara
B.Tilicho
C.Phewa
D.Rara

Answer A
Explanation The Kajin Sara lake in Manang district was discovered about a few months ago by a
team of mountaineers in Nepal set a new record of being the world's highest lake on replacing
Tilicho,Kajin Sara lake is situated at an altitude of 4,919 metres in the Himalayan nation. It is
located at Singarkharka area of Chame rural municipality.

51) Where is the Kajin sara lake located?
A.India
B.China
C.Bhutan
D.Nepal

Answer D
Explanation Mountaineers discovered the Kajin Sara lake in Manang district of Nepal a few
months ago. This lake in Nepal has set a new record of being the world's highest lake and
replaced Tilicho Lake of Nepal.

52) _________ was the world's highest lake before the newly found Kajin sara.
A.Chilka
B.Tilicho
C.Kajin sara
D.Dal

Answer C
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Explanation Tilicho lake is the currently worlds largest lake situated at an altitude of 4,919
metres it is 4 km long and 1.2 km wide and around 200 metres deep in Nepal.

53) What is the capital of Nepal?
A.Pokhara
B.Kathmandu
C.Lalitpur
D.Nagarkot

Answer B
Explanation Nepal is a landlocked country in South Asia. Nepal is the 48th largest country for
population.The capital of Nepal is kathmandu.

54) Who is elected as the President of Guatemala country?
A.Alejandro Giammattei
B.Sandra torres
C.Otto Prez Molina
D.lvaro Colom

Answer A
Explanation The Conservative Alejandro Giammattei was elected as Guatemala's president
defeating former first lady Sandra Torres in a run-off in the countrys Supreme Electoral Council
court.

55) What is the Capital of Guatemala country?
A.Mixco
B.Villa Nueva
C.Petapa
D.Guatemala City

Answer D
Explanation The Capital of Guatemala is Guatemala City. The Conservative Alejandro
Giammattei was elected as Guatemala's president.
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56) What is the Currency of Guatemala?
A.Quetzal
B.Guatemala Pounds
C.Shekel
D.Guatemala Dollar

Answer A
Explanation Quetzal is the Currency of Guatemala. The Capital of Guatemala is Guatemala City.

57) Which union minister participated a delegation to Vladivostok, Russia
A.Shri Suresh Prabhu
B.Shri Piyush Goyal
C.Shri Arun Jaitley
D.Shri Dinesh Kumar

Answer B
Explanation Shri Piyush Goyal participated a delegation to Vladivostok, Russia.

58) Which bank joined with BoB to link home loan product to RBIs repo rate?
A.State Bank of India
B.Canara Bank
C.Dena Bank
D.Corporation Bank

Answer A
Explanation State Bank of India joined with BoB to link home loan product to RBIs repo rate.

59) Which channel produced a patriotic song Watan?
A.Times Now
B.Doordarshan
C.CNN IBN
D.NDTV
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Answer B
Explanation Doordarshan channel produced a patriotic song Watan

60) Who is the first Indian chef to receive Chevalier de lOrdre du Merite
Agricoleto?
A.Nita Mehta
B.Priyam Chatterjee
C.Kunal Kapoor
D.Maneet Chahuan

Answer B
Explanation Priyam Chatterjee is the first Indian chef to receive Chevalier de lOrdre du Merite
Agricoleto.

61) GRSE launches __________ FPV for Coast Guard
A.12th
B.5th
C.8th
D.9th

Answer B
Explanation GRSE launches fifth FPV for Coast Guard.

62) World Organ Donation day observed on ______
A.October 16
B.August 13
C.July 16
D.September 23

Answer B
Explanation World Organ Donation day observed on August 13.
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63) What is the name of the app which is launched by Central Government?
A.MyGov
B.Swachh Nagar app
C.OnlineRTI
D.MEAIndia

Answer B
Explanation The Central Government launched a mobile application through which people will
be able to get their household waste picked up by urban municipal bodies.

64) Which bank joined with State Bank of India to link home loan product to
RBIs repo rate
A.Dena Bank
B.Bank of Baroda
C.Canara Bank
D.Yes Bank

Answer B
Explanation Bank of Baroda (BoB) planned to linked its home loan product to RBIs (Reserve
Bank of India (RBI)repo rate after State Bank of India (SBI)

65) _________ gets first 3-D traffic signal
A.New Delhi
B.Mohali
C.Hyderabad
D.Chennai

Answer B
Explanation Mohali gets first 3-D traffic signal.

66) Which government launches E-Step, a programme for student
entrepreneurs
A.Andhra pradesh
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B.Karnataka
C.Kerala
D.Bihar

Answer B
Explanation Karnataka government launches E-Step, a programme for student entrepreneurs.

67) _______ New Delhi-San Francisco flight to fly over North Pole
A.Kingfisher
B.Air India
C.Indian Airlines
D.Jet Airways

Answer B
Explanation Air India New Delhi-San Francisco flight to fly over North Pole.

68) _________ finally brings fingerprint authentication to Android beta users
A.Whatsapp messenger
B.Twitter
C.Instagram
D.Snapchat

Answer A
Explanation Whatsapp messenger finally brings fingerprint authentication to Android beta users.

69) Which bank to issue revised norms for housing finance companies
A.Reserve Bank of India
B.Canara Bank
C.Dena Bank
D.Vijaya Bank

Answer A
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Explanation Reserve Bank of India bank to issue revised norms for housing finance companies.

70) Who got appointed in AAAs Athletes Commission
A.Seetha Suresh
B.P.T. Usha
C.Nithya Suresh
D.Vikram Sharma

Answer B
Explanation P.T. Usha got appointed in AAAs Athletes Commission.

71) Who is the first Indian to claim a World Title in Motorsports
A.PT Usha
B.Aishwarya Pissay
C.Nithya Suresh
D.Seetha Sharma

Answer B
Explanation Aishwarya Pissay is the first Indian to claim a World Title in Motorsports.

72) Mohali gets first __ traffic signal
A.2 D
B.3 D
C.5 D
D.4 D

Answer B
Explanation Mohali gets first 3 D traffic signal.

73) BCI imposed ____ ban on opening new law colleges
A.2 years
B.3 years
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C.6 years
D.4 years

Answer B
Explanation BCI imposed 3 years ban on opening new law colleges.

74) Centre introduces a partial guarantee scheme for __________.
A.NBFCs
B.HFCs
C.Fintech companies
D.Both A&B

Answer D
Explanation Centre has announced a partial guarantee scheme in the budget for non-banking
finance companies (NBFCs) and housing finance companies (HFCs). The scheme will allow the
Public Sector Banks to purchase their assets.

75) As per the partial guarantee scheme, Department of Economic Affairs
(DEA) will provide government guarantee of up to ________ of the fair value
of assets.
A.10%
B.20%
C.35%
D.50%

Answer A
Explanation As per the partial guarantee scheme for NBFCs and HFCs, if any assets purchased
by a bank from a stressed NBFC or HFC, the Department of Economic Affairs (DEA) will
provide government guarantee of up to 10% of the fair value of assets.

76) Jamia Millia Islamia is to unveil a model of ________ on 15 August.
A.INS Vikranth
B.INS Garuda
C.INS Kolkata

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(August 12 - August 18, 2019)

D.INS Kirpan

Answer C
Explanation Jamia Millia Islamia, the public central university, at New Delhi is to unveil a
model of the Indian naval ship INS Kolkata at the University on 15 August, the Independence
day.

77) Where is the Jamia Millia Islamia University located?
A.New Delhi
B.Kolkata
C.Cochin
D.Chennai

Answer A
Explanation Jamia Millia Islamia is a public central university located at New Delhi.

78) What is the cost of the steel model of INS Kolkata?
A.Rs.7 lakh
B.Rs.15 lakh
C.Rs.12 lakh
D.Rs.20 lakh

Answer C
Explanation Jamia Millia Islamia, the public central university, at New Delhi is to unveil a
model of the Indian naval ship INS Kolkata at the University on 15 August. The Rs.12 lakh steel
ship model was donated by the Indian Navy to the University. The University has agreements
with the Indian Army, Navy and Air Force as well as the Coast Guard.

79) Who is the first Indian to claim the FIM World Cup 2019?
A.Alisha Abdullah
B.Sapna Choudary
C.Sonia Jain
D.Aishwarya Pissay
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Answer D
Explanation Aishwarya Pissay claimed the world title in motorsports in the women's category in
the FIM World Cup 2019 held at Varpalota in Hungary. She created the history and became the
first Indian to claim the title.

80) Where was the FIM World Cup 2019 held?
A.Hungary
B.Dubai
C.Spain
D.Portugal

Answer A
Explanation FIM World Cup 2019 was held in Hungary. FIM world cup is the class of
motorcycling racing which uses Electric Motorcycles with a top speed of 270km per hour.

81) __________ is the governing body for motor racing in the world.
A.World Open Motorcycle Authority
B.International Motorcycling Federation
C.World Motorcycling Federation
D.None of these

Answer B
Explanation International Motorcycling Federation is the governing body for motor racing in the
world.

82) Swachh Survekshan 2020 is the _________ edition of the annual cleanliness
survey conducted by the Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs.
A.3rd
B.2nd
C.4th
D.5th

Answer D
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Explanation Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs (MoHUA) launched the Swachh
Survekshan 2020 on 13th August. It is the fifth edition of the annual cleanliness survey conducted
by the Ministry. The scheme was launched by Shri Hardeep Singh Puri the Minister of Housing
& Urban Affairs.

83) _________ launched the regulatory sandbox for Fintech companies.
A.Ministry of Finance
B.World Bank
C.SEBI
D.RBI

Answer D
Explanation The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) issued the final framework for regulatory sandbox
(RS) for the startups, banks and financial institutions. The Fintech companies can now set up their
own RS for live testing of innovative products in areas like retail payments, digital KYC and
wealth management.

84) Bar Council of India imposed _______ ban on opening new law colleges.
A.10 year
B.7 year
C.5 year
D.3 year

Answer D
Explanation The Bar Council of India (BCI) imposed a temporary ban of 3 years on opening
new law colleges. The moratorium will be exceptional to the National Law University that are
proposed by a government in a State where there is no such varsity.

85) Indian Navy signed MoU with _______ for the commencement of naval air
operations from the Naval Air Enclave (NAE).
A.Chennai International Airport
B.Cochin International Airport Limited
C.Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose International Airport
D.Visakhapatnam International Airport
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Answer B
Explanation Indian Navy signed MoU with Cochin International Airport Limited (CIAL) for the
commencement of naval air operations from the Naval Air Enclave (NAE).

86) Where is the Naval Air Enclave (NAE) located?
A.Chennai
B.Visakhapatnam
C.Cochin
D.Kolkata

Answer C
Explanation The NAE is a Naval aviation facility comprising an independent dispersal, aircraft
hangar, administrative building and taxi track. It is located on the northwest of Kochi airport.

87) Where is the National Crafts Museum located?
A.Hyderabad
B.Jaipur
C.New Delhi
D.Bhubaneswar

Answer C
Explanation The National Crafts Museum located in New Delhi.

88) In which Museum was the State of Art Gallery (Textile) inaugurated by
Union Minister of Textiles and Women and Child Development, Smriti Zubin
Irani?
A.National Crafts Museum
B.Calico Museum of Textiles
C.Indian Museum of Arts and Culture
D.Kasthuri Sreenivasan Art Gallery & Textile Museum

Answer A
Explanation A Textiles Gallery at National Crafts Museum was inaugurated in New Delhi on 13
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August by the Union Minister of Textiles and Women and Child Development, Smriti Zubin
Irani.

89) Who is the Minister of Textiles and Women and Child Development?
A.Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi
B.Piyush Goyal
C.Smriti Zubin Irani
D.Nirmala Sitharaman

Answer C
Explanation Smriti Zubin Irani is an Indian politician, She is serving in the cabinet of Prime
Minister Modi as Minister of Textiles and was given additional charge as Minister of Women and
Child Development in the 2nd cabinet of Modi since May 2019.

90) Which of the following operation, launched by Railway Protection Force,
is to curb unidentified vehicles?
A.Operation Drive
B.Operation Unidentified Vehicles
C.Operation Vehicle Detection
D.Operation Number Plate

Answer D
Explanation Railway Protection Force (RPF) of Indian Railways launched Operation Number
Plate, a Special Drive to curb unidentified vehicles. The operation was launched under the
direction of DG/RPF, Sh.Arun Kumar. All Local Police and Commercial Department of Railways
showed their active interest in the operation.

91) ________ app was launched by Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs to
track the waste-collection vehicle.
A.Swachh GeM app
B.Swachh e-Clean app
C.Swachh SBM-U app
D.Swachh Nagar app
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Answer D
Explanation Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs (MoHUA) launched Swachh Nagar app, a
mobile application under the Swachh Survekshan 2020. Through the app, people will be able to
get their household waste that can be picked up by urban municipal bodies. The move is a part of
the cleanliness rankings of cities. It was inaugurated by the Union Minister of State Hardeep
Singh Puri on the same occasion.

92) What is the theme of the Swachh Survekshan 2020?
A.ODF++ goals
B.Cleanliness is Our Right
C.Clean India 2020
D.None of the above

Answer B
Explanation The Swachh Survekshan 2020 has the theme "Cleanliness is Our Right". To avail
the service through Swachh Nagar app people will have to pay to civic bodies. Using the app, the
people can also track the waste-collection vehicle and can ensure the accountability of municipal
corporations.

93) Which Ministry launched Swachh Nagar app?
A.Ministry of Textiles
B.Ministry of Health and Family Welfare
C.Ministry of Jal Shakti
D.Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs

Answer D
Explanation Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs (MoHUA) launched Swachh Nagar app, a
mobile application under the Swachh Survekshan 2020. Through the app, people will be able to
get their household waste that can be picked up by urban municipal bodies. The move is a part of
the cleanliness rankings of cities. It was inaugurated by the Union Minister of State Hardeep
Singh Puri on the same occasion.

94) Which State won the Best innovation and initiative leadership award
2019?
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A.Maharashtra
B.kerala
C.Rajasthan
D.Gujarat

Answer C
Explanation Rajasthan bagged the Best innovation and initiative leadership award 2019 in the
14th elets World Education Summit (WES) held at New Delhi. The award is for its achievements
in higher education. The award was received by the Minister of State for Higher Education
Bhanwar Singh Bhati.

95) Where was the World Education Summit (WES) held?
A.Kolkata
B.Jaipur
C.Itanagar
D.New Delhi

Answer D
Explanation The 14th elets World Education Summit (WES) held at New Delhi. It is a 2 day
summit. The summit was organised by Elets Technomedia Pvt Ltd in association with
Government of Nagaland, Government of Manipur, Government of Uttarakhand and the
Government of Rajasthan. The summit was powered by NoPaperForms on 9-10 August in Delhi
2019.

96) Centre plans to institute a Motor Vehicle (MV) Accident Fund under
________.
A.Motor Vehicles (Amendment) Act, 2018
B.Motor Vehicles (Amendment) Act, 2019
C.Motor Vehicles Act, 2017
D.Motor Vehicles Act, 2016

Answer B
Explanation Centre plans to institute a Motor Vehicle (MV) Accident Fund, a relief fund to
victims of road accidents. The announcement comes after passing the Motor Vehicles
(Amendment) Act on 9 August.

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(August 12 - August 18, 2019)

97) The Motor Vehicle (MV) Accident Fund will be audited by __________.
A.Solicitor General of India
B.MV authority of India
C.Ministry of Finance
D.Comptroller and Auditor General

Answer D
Explanation The MV Accident fund will be managed by an authority or agency who is appointed
by the Centre. The agency will have high knowledge of insurance business of the agency,
capability of the agency to manage funds and any other criteria fixed by the government.
Comptroller and Auditor General of India will audit the fund in regular intervals.

98) India celebrates ________ Independence Day of 15 August.
A.172nd
B.173rd
C.174th
D.None of these

Answer B
Explanation India celebrates its 73rd Independence Day on 15 August, 2019. The Day is
celebrated every year. On August 15, 1947, India gained its power and became an independent
nation.

99) Which of the following group sought for the partition of the country?
A.Indian National Congress
B.Bengal Province Party
C.Swaraj Party
D.Muslim League

Answer D
Explanation The Muslim league demanded for the partition of the country. On the midnight of
14-15 August, 1947, the British rule came to an end and power was transferred to the two new
independent Dominions of India and the Pakistan.
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100) What is the name of the event where the Indian flag will be hoisted in
J&K in 73rd Independence Day of India for the first time?
A.Jashn-ul-Fitr
B.Jashn-e-Azad
C.J&K-e-Fitr
D.None of the above

Answer B
Explanation In J&K Indian flag will be hoisted on 73rd Independence Day of India for the first
time. Centre has announced this event as "Jashn-e-Azad".

101) When did the Civil Disobedience movement happen?
A.1919
B.1924
C.1927
D.1933

Answer D
Explanation Mahatma Gandhi launched Individual civil disobedience on August 1, 1933. Civil
Disobedience movement continued till April 1934 when Gandhi formally withdrawn it.

102) How many Police personnel were awarded the Union Home Minister
Medal for Excellence in Investigation for the year 2018?
A.259
B.341
C.122
D.101

Answer D
Explanation The Union Home Minister Medal for Excellence in Investigation for the year 2018
have been awarded to 101 Police personnel belonging to 25 States/UT/ Central Investigating
Agencies.
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103) Wing Commander Abhinandan Varthaman is to be awarded ________.
A.Vir Chakra
B.Param Vir Chakra
C.Mahavir Chakra
D.Ashoka Chakra

Answer A
Explanation Indian Air Force (IAF) Wing Commander Abhinandan Varthaman will be awarded
the Vir Chakra gallantry medal on Independence Day. The Vir Chakra award is an Indian
gallantry award for acts of Bravery on the battlefield.

104) When did the Pulwama terror attack where 40 Indian CRPF jawans were
killed happen?
A.Jan 2019
B.Feb 2019
C.March 2019
D.May 2019

Answer B
Explanation The Pulwama terror attack where 40 Indian CRPF jawans were killed happened on
February 14.

105) Which orthodox tea variety was sold One kilogram at Rs.50,000 at the
Guwahati Tea Auction Centre (GTAC)?
A.Manohari Gold Tea
B.Golden butterfly Tea
C.Tata Gold Tea
D.Maijan Golden Tea

Answer A
Explanation Manohari Gold is a specialty orthodox tea variety was sold One kilogram at
Rs.50,000 in the Guwahati Tea Auction Centre (GTAC).
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106) Which tea at the Guwahati Tea Auction Centre (GTAC) was sold at
Rs.75,000?
A.Assam Black Gold Tea
B.Golden butterfly Tea
C.Order Gold Tea
D.Guayaki Golden Tea

Answer B
Explanation In Assam, a kilogram of Golden Butterfly tea struck gold at the Guwahati Tea
Auction Centre (GTAC) as it was sold at Rs.75,000. This is a new international record bettering
the previous high of Rs.70,501 per kg.

107) What is the name of the Japanese defense ship which visited Kochi
A.USS Susquehanna
B.JS Sazanami
C.INS Arihant
D.USS Missouri

Answer B
Explanation JS Sazanami, the fourth vessel of the Takanami class destroyers of the Japan
Maritime Self-Defense Force. The defence force is commanded by Commander Shoji Ishkawa. It
is a 2-day goodwill visit from August 13 to 19,2019.

108) Who was conferred with A.P.J. Abdul Kalam award?
A.K Sivan
B.Suresh Krishna
C.K. Sridhar
D.Nitya Anand

Answer A
Explanation Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) Chairman K Sivan awarded the Dr APJ
Abdul Kalam Award by the Tamil Nadu government.

109) Who launched the Swachh Survekshan Gramin 2019 (SSG 2019)?
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A.Shri suresh kumar
B.Shri Gajendra Singh
C.Shri Dinesh Karthick
D.Shri Suresh Yadav

Answer B
Explanation al Shakti Minister Shri Gajendra Singh Shekhawat launched the Swachh
Survekshan Gramin 2019 (SSG 2019) The scheme instituted from August 14 to September 30,
2019

110) Which union territory celebrated 1st Independence Day after being
declared UT?
A.Lakshadweep
B.Ladakh
C.Puducherry
D.Daman and Diu

Answer B
Explanation Ladakh becomes a Union Territory after the bifurcation of Jammu and Kashmir
celebrated Independence Day with local BJP MP Jamyang Tsering Namgyal.

111) Who inaugurated new hockey academy in Bhubaneswar?
A.Shri Dinesh Raj
B.Shri Naveen Patnaik
C.Shri Nitish Kumar
D.Shri Vikram Sharma

Answer B
Explanation Chief Minister of Odisha, Naveen Patnaik, inaugurated a high-performance hockey
centre Naval Tata Hockey Academy (NTHA) The main aim is to groom sports talent in the state.

112) AePS crosses milestone of ________ million transactions in July 2019
A.450
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B.200
C.500
D.650

Answer B
Explanation An umbrella organization for operating retail payments and settlement, National
Payments Corporation of India(NPCI) stated that Aadhaar enabled Payment System (AePS) used
by a total of 6.65 crore Indian citizens at 220.18 million.

113) Which bank launched the worlds first negative interest rate mortgage.
A.Jyske Bank
B.Bank of America
C.Royal Bank of Scotland
D.HSBC Bank

Answer A
Explanation Jyske Bank launched the worlds first negative interest rate mortgage.

114) ___________ gets full member status in the BCCI by CoA
A.West Bengal
B.Uttarkhand
C.TamilNadu
D.Kerala

Answer B
Explanation Uttarkhand gets full member status in the BCCI by CoA.

115) _____ BSF Officials Conferred with Medals on 73rd Independence Day
A.89
B.56
C.65
D.78
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Answer B
Explanation 56 BSF Officials Conferred with Medals on 73rd Independence Day.

116) Textile Ministry signed MoU with ___________ to offer skill training
programmes
A.34 states
B.16 states
C.18 states
D.25 states

Answer B
Explanation Textile Ministry signed MoU with 16 states to offer skill training programmes.

117) Textile Ministry signed MoU with ______to offer skill training
programmes
A.26 states
B.16 states
C.18 states
D.21 states

Answer B
Explanation Textile Ministry signed MoU with 26 states to offer skill training programmes.

118) AePS crosses milestone of 200 million transactions in ______ 2019
A.October
B.July
C.August
D.September

Answer B
Explanation AePS crosses milestone of 200 million transactions in July 2019.
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119) Fifty Six BSF Officials Conferred with Medals on ________ Independence
Day
A.78th
B.73rd
C.85th
D.96th

Answer B
Explanation Fifty Six BSF Officials Conferred with Medals on 73rd Independence Day.

120) Palani panchamirtham is made under the guidance of __________.
A.Mysurus Central Food Technological Research Institute
B.Bengalurus Central Food Technological Research Institute
C.Delhis Central Food Technological Research Institute
D.Indian Food Corporation Research Institute

Answer A
Explanation The panchamirtham is made without adding any water, preservatives or artificial
ingredients in the absence of any chemical processes. The Palani panchamirtham is made under
the guidance of Mysurus Central Food Technological Research Institute.

121) ______ BSF Officials Conferred with Medals on 73rd Independence Day
A.95
B.56
C.65
D.89

Answer B
Explanation 56 Fifty Six Border Security Force (BSF)officials announced for conferring the
Police Medals on the occasion of 73rd Independence Day, 2019.

122) How many States signed a MoU with the Ministry of Textiles to offer skill
training programmes in the textile industry?
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A.15
B.16
C.18
D.14

Answer B
Explanation Ministry of Textiles signed a Memorandum of Understanding with 16 State
governments. The MoU signed to offer skill training programmes under the Samarth scheme.

123) Under which Scheme did 16 Indian States sign a MoU with the Ministry
of Textiles?
A.Samarth scheme
B.PowerTex India Scheme
C.Handicraft Scheme
D.PORTAL scheme

Answer A
Explanation Ministry of Textiles signed a Memorandum of Understanding with 16 State
governments. The MoU signed to offer skill training programmes under the Samarth scheme. The
aim of the Samarth scheme is to promote self-employment, entrepreneurial development in
traditional handloom, handicraft, jute, wool and silk segments. It is a scheme for capacity
building in the textiles sector.

124) National Green Tribunal (NGT) directed the Ministry of Environment to
modify the ________.
A.National Carbon Emission Programme (NCEP)
B.National Clean Air Programme (NCAP)
C.Central Air Quality Monitoring Programme (CAQMP)
D.National Air Quality Monitoring Programme (NAQMP)

Answer B
Explanation The National Green Tribunal (NGT) directed the Ministry of Environment to
modify the National Clean Air Programme (NCAP). NGT said that the timelines should be
reduced and the target of reduction should be increased considering its adverse effect on public
health.
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125) NCAP has proposed to reduce national-level air pollution by 20-30% by
________.
A.2022
B.2024
C.2026
D.2030

Answer B
Explanation NCAP has proposed to reduce national-level air pollution by 20-30% reduction of
PM2.5 and PM10 concentration by 2017-2024. The Centre is working towards scaling up the air
quality monitoring network across the Country.

126) As per PM's announcement, which of the post is to be created in the
defence?
A.Secretary Defence
B.Chief Adviser of Defence Staff
C.Chief Secretary of Defence
D.Chief of Defence Staff

Answer D
Explanation The Prime Minister Narendra Modi has announced the creation of the post of Chief
of Defence Staff (CDS) on 15 August. The rank of CDS will be a first among equals. It will be a
fourth four-star officer who will be senior to the three other service chiefs. It is the most
significant reform in the defence.

127) Where is the Jung-E-Azadi memorial located?
A.Gujarat
B.Punjab
C.Bihar
D.Uttar Pradesh

Answer B
Explanation The third phase of the 'Jung-E-Azadi' memorial at Kartarpur, Punjab was dedicated
to the people who were killed in the Jallianwala Bagh massacre and the unsung heroes who were
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incarcerated in the Andaman Cellular jail during the freedom struggle.

128) Jung-E-Azadi memorial has been built in the memory of __________.
A.Freedom fighters
B.Treat of Panipet
C.Muhammad bin Tughluq
D.Hyder Ali

Answer A
Explanation The third phase of the 'Jung-E-Azadi' memorial at Kartarpur, Punjab was dedicated
to the people who were killed in the Jallianwala Bagh massacre and the unsung heroes who were
incarcerated in the Andaman Cellular jail during the freedom struggle.

129) Who is the Chief Minister of Punjab?
A.Yogi Adityanath
B.Ashok Gehlot
C.Nitish Kumar
D.Amarinder Singh

Answer D
Explanation Captain Amarinder Singh is currently serving as the 15th and current Chief Minister
of Punjab. He is an elected Member of the Legislative Assembly from Patiala.

130) What is the estimated cost of the Jal Jeevan Mission scheme?
A.Rs.5 lakh crore
B.Rs.8.5 lakh crore
C.Rs.3.5 lakh crore
D.Rs.6 lakh crore

Answer C
Explanation Prime Minister Narendra Modi said that the government is to launch the Jal Jeevan
Mission scheme. The scheme aims to bring piped water to households. The estimated cost of the
project is more than Rs.3.5 lakh crore.
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131) Which of the following has been launched for the Indian Railways?
A.Special force for Railway Security (SFRAS)
B.Central Force Railway Security (CFRAS)
C.Paramilitary for Railway Security (PRAS)
D.Commando for Railway Security (CORAS)

Answer D
Explanation Ministry of Railways and Commerce & Industry launched Commando for Railway
Security (CORAS) of Indian Railways. It was launched by Shri Piyush Goyal. He also launched a
new establishment manual for Railway Protection Force (RPF).

132) CORAS will be a separate Commando Unit of ________.
A.Railway Protection Force (RPF)
B.Government Railway Police (GRP)
C.Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF)
D.Border Security Force (BSF)

Answer A
Explanation CORAS will be a special Railway Unit and a separate Commando Unit of RPF. It is
a result of detailed policy formulation. Railway Protection Force is always involved in protecting
Railway passengers and Railway property in far and inaccessible threat prone areas.

133) How much does the ONGC plan to invest in 25 major projects to boost oil
and gas production?
A.Rs.25,000 crores
B.Rs.10,000 crores
C.Rs.33,000 crores
D.Rs.83,000 crores

Answer D
Explanation The Energy major Oil and Natural Gas Corp (ONGC) is investing around Rs 83,000
crore in 25 major projects to boost oil and gas production has stagnated in 2018.
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134) How many percentage has the ONGC increase in 2017-18?
A.12%
B.34%
C.20%
D.30%

Answer B
Explanation The ONGC already logged a net profit of Rs.26,716 crore an increase of 34 percent
over in 2017-18.

135) Which temple prasadam in Tamil Nadu got its first GI tag?
A.Palani Panjamirtham
B.Sri Abhirami Amirthakadeswarar Panjamirtham
C.Meenakshi Amman Panjamirtham
D.Brihadeeswara Panjamirtham

Answer A
Explanation The renowned Palani panchamirtham as the prasadam at Dhandayuthapani Swamy
temple in Palani has been given the Geographical Indication (GI) tag .this is the first GI tag to
prasadam in Tamil Nadu.

136) In which State does the Palani Murugan temple located?
A.Kerala
B.Andhra Pradesh
C.Karnataka
D.Tamil Nadu

Answer D
Explanation Arulmigu Dandayudhapani Swami Temple is one of the Six Abodes of Murugan. It
is located in the city of Palani in Dindigul district, Tamil Nadu, India.

137) How many GI tags does the State Tamil Nadu have?
A.20
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B.30
C.40
D.50

Answer B
Explanation The Tamil Nadu has 30 GI tags for various products including handicrafts such as
Salem fabric and Kancheepuram silk, agricultural items like Virupakshi Hill banana, Erode
turmeric and Madurai Malli.

138) Who is appointed as the director of National Institute of Health and
Family Welfare?
A.Suresh Prabhu
B.Harshad Pandurang Thakur
C.Dinesh Gupta
D.Arjun Sharma

Answer B
Explanation Harshad Pandurang Thakurappointed as the director of National Institute of Health
and Family Welfare. The proposal of appointment was approved by the appointments Committee
of the Cabinet.

139) Who is appointed as Head Coach of Indian Cricket Team?
A.Irfan Pathan
B.Ravi Shastri
C.Rahul Dravid
D.Virendra Sehwag

Answer B
Explanation Ravi Shastri is appointed as Head Coach of Indian Cricket Team.

140) Fifth Meeting Of BRICS Minister Of Environment Held In
A.Dhaka, Bangladesh
B.Istanbul, Turkey
C.Sao Paulo, Brazil
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D.Tokyo, Japan

Answer C
Explanation Fifth Meeting Of BRICS Minister Of Environment Held In Sao Paulo, Brazil.

141) Who to get Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna Award 2019
A.Bajrang Punia
B.Virat Kohli
C.Manoj Sarkar
D.Viswanathan Anand

Answer A
Explanation Bajrang Punia to get Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna Award 2019.

142) Online revenue payment system launched by CM of__________
A.West bengal
B.Odisha
C.Tamil Nadu
D.Kerala

Answer B
Explanation Online revenue payment system launched by CM of Odisha

143) Which state government increases reservation for SC and OBC?
A.West Bengal
B.Bihar
C.Chattisgarh
D.Assam

Answer C
Explanation Chattisgarh state government increases reservation for SC and OBC.
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144) TamilNadu awards people on various categories on the ______
Independence Day
A.65th
B.73rd
C.85th
D.95th

Answer B
Explanation TamilNadu awards people on various categories on the 73rd Independence Day.

145) Bajrang Punia to get __________
A.Dronacharya Award
B.Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna Award
C.Dhyan Chand Award
D.Arjuna Award

Answer B
Explanation Bajrang Punia to get Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna Award .

146) Who is the President of Brazil?
A.Afonso Pena
B.Jair Bolsonaro
C.Delfim Moreira
D.Luiz Incio Lula da Silva

Answer B
Explanation Jair Bolsonaro is the President of Brazil.

147) Who inaugurates Atal Bihari Vajpayee Institute of Medical Sciences?
A.Shri Ramesh Kumar
B.Shri Arun Jaitley
C.Shri Harsh Vardhan
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D.Shri Rajesh Sharma

Answer C
Explanation Shri Harsh Vardhan inaugurates Atal Bihari Vajpayee Institute of Medical Sciences.

148) __________Army International Scout Masters Competition Concludes at
Jaisalmer Military Station with Indian Army Emerging as Champions
A.11th
B.5th
C.8th
D.9th

Answer B
Explanation 5th Army International Scout Masters Competition Concludes at Jaisalmer Military
Station with Indian Army Emerging as Champions.

149) Who is the Chairman of the committee which was set up to review the
Defence Procurement Procedure (DPP) 2016 and Defence Procurement
Manual (DPM) 2009?
A.Governor of RBI
B.Deputy Governor of RBI
C.Director General (Acquisition)
D.Chief of Defence Procurement Procedure (DPP)

Answer C
Explanation The Minister of Defence Rajnath Singh approved the setting up of a Committee
under the Chairmanship of Director General (Acquisition). The committee is aimed to review the
Defence Procurement Procedure (DPP) 2016 and Defence Procurement Manual (DPM) 2009.
The Committee will study and submit its recommendations in 6 months. The Director General
(Acquisition) is the Chairman of the committee. There will be 11 other members in the
committee.

150) Which country won historic gold at 2019 Junior Track World Cycling
Championship
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A.Indonesia
B.India
C.Paksitan
D.Saudi Arabia

Answer B
Explanation India won historic gold at 2019 Junior Track World Cycling Championship.

151) CBSE conduct the ______ edition of Central Teacher Eligibility Test
A.16th
B.13th
C.15th
D.18th

Answer B
Explanation CBSE conduct the 13th edition of Central Teacher Eligibility Test.

152) _______ contributes $1 million to UN fund
A.Indonesia
B.India
C.USA
D.Pakistan

Answer B
Explanation India contributes $1 million to UN fund

153) When National Institute of Health and Family Welfare founded?
A.16th July 1963
B.9th March 1977
C.16 June 1968
D.15 May 1983

Answer B
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Explanation The National Institute of Health and Family Welfare (NIHFW) established on 9th
March 1977 by the merger of two national-level institutions namely the National Institute of
Health Administration and Education (NIHAE) and the National Institute of Family Planning
(NIFP).

154) ______ awards people on various categories on the 73rd Independence
Day
A.Kerala
B.TamilNadu
C.West bengal
D.Bihar

Answer B
Explanation TamilNadu awards people on various categories on the 73rd Independence Day.

155) _________Meeting Of BRICS Minister Of Environment Held In Sao
Paulo, Brazil
A.11th
B.8th
C.5th
D.9th

Answer C
Explanation Fifth Meeting Of BRICS Minister Of Environment Held In Sao Paulo, Brazil

156) India contributes _____ to UN fund
A.$ 6 million
B.$1 million
C.$ 12 million
D.$ 8 million

Answer B
Explanation India contributes $1 million to UN fund.
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157) India defeated ________ in the World Junior Track Cycling
Championships 2019.
A.Indonesia
B.Australia
C.Japan
D.China

Answer B
Explanation Indian men's team won the Team Sprint gold medal at the World Junior Track
Cycling Championships in Frankfurt, Germany. A team of 4 members created the history by
winning India's first-ever gold in a world level cycling competition. The Indian team defeated
Australia and clocked 44.681 seconds to claim the top honours. Britain shtood third and won the
bronze medal.

158) India suspends Thar Link Express to ________.
A.Iran
B.Pakistan
C.Iraq
D.Nepal

Answer B
Explanation India suspends Thar Link Express to Pakistan

159) ____ conduct the 13th edition of Central Teacher Eligibility Test
A.Matriculation Board
B.CBSE
C.NEET
D.UGT

Answer B
Explanation CBSE conduct the 13th edition of Central Teacher Eligibility Test.

160) MoHUA to Organize ____________ National Workshop Cum Exhibition
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on Sustainable Sanitation
A.Six days
B.One day
C.Two Days
D.Three days

Answer B
Explanation MoHUA to Organize One day National Workshop Cum Exhibition on Sustainable
Sanitation.

161) Who is the present minister of Minister of Health and Family Welfare?
A.Shri Dinesh Sharma
B.Shri Harsh Vardhan
C.Shri Suresh Prabhu
D.Shri Arun Jaitley

Answer B
Explanation Shri Harsh Vardhan is the present minister of Minister of Health and Family
Welfare.

162) What is the name of the train which connects Jodhpur of India with
karachi of Pakistan?
A.Myanmar Rail
B.Maitri Express
C.Thar Link Express
D.Malaysia Railway Link

Answer C
Explanation India suspends Thar Link Express to Pakistan.

163) Where is the Aadi Mahotsav 2019 celebrated?
A.Uttar Pradesh
B.Himachal Pradesh
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C.Arunachal Pradesh
D.Jammu & Kashmir

Answer D
Explanation The Aadi Mahotsav, a National Tribal Festival, is celebrated at Polo Ground in LehLadakh. It is a 9 day event that starts from 17th August to 25th August. It is celebrated with a
theme of 'A celebration of the spirit of Tribal Craft, Culture and Commerce.

164) Aadi Mahotsav is a ________ event.
A.4
B.5
C.9
D.8

Answer D
Explanation The Aadi Mahotsav, a National Tribal Festival, is celebrated at Polo Ground in LehLadakh. It is a 9 day event that starts from 17th August to 25th August. It is celebrated with a
theme of 'A celebration of the spirit of Tribal Craft, Culture and Commerce.

165) Government formed a _________ for the Aadi Mahotsav festival.
A.Tribunal Corporation Marketing Development Federation of India
B.Tribal Cooperative Marketing Development Federation of India
C.Tribal Cooperative Managing Development Festival of India
D.Tribal Custom Marketing Development Festival of India

Answer B
Explanation Government formed a Tribal Cooperative Marketing Development Federation of
India (TRIFED) for the Aadi Mahotsav festival.

166) What is the theme of Aadi Mahotsav 2019 festival?
A.Saving and preserving the Culture of India
B.Preseved Inheritance
C.A celebration of the spirit of Tribal Craft, Culture and Commerce
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D.Festival of Highly Transforming and Enlightening resources of Indian Culture

Answer C
Explanation The Aadi Mahotsav, a National Tribal Festival, is celebrated at Polo Ground in LehLadakh. It is a 9 day event that starts from 17th August to 25th August. It is celebrated with a
theme of 'A celebration of the spirit of Tribal Craft, Culture and Commerce. The festival was
inaugurated by the Governor of Jammu and Kashmir Satya Pal Malik and Arjun Munda, Union
Minister for Tribal Affairs.

167) Which Minister of India launched a massive public campaign to make
India free of single use plastics?
A.Prakash Javadekar
B.Amit shah
C.Nirmala seetharaman
D.Piyush Goyal

Answer A
Explanation The Union Minister Prakash Javadekar has a massive public campaign to make
India free of single use plastics In response to Prime Minister's call on India's 73rd Independence
day.

168) Union Minister Prakash Javadekar launched a massive public campaign
to make India free of single use plastics in a meeting in Sao Paulo. Where is
Sao Paulo located?
A.Spain
B.Brazil
C.Germany
D.Italy

Answer B
Explanation The Union Minister Prakash Javadekar announced a massive public campaign to
make India free of single use plastics at the function ordered by the Indian Consulate in Sao
Paulo, Brazil.

169) How many tonnes of plastic waste is generated every day in the country?
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A.20,000
B.1000
C.10,000
D.15,000

Answer A
Explanation About 20,000 tonnes of plastic waste is generated every day in the country and out
of 13,000-14000 tonnes are collected.

170) Indian PM Modi is on his visit to Bhutan. Who is his contemporary of
Bhutan?
A.Jigme Khesar
B.Namgyal Wangchuck
C.Lotay Tshering
D.Pema Gyamtsho

Answer C
Explanation Lotay Tshering is a Bhutanese politician and doctor who is the current Prime
Minister of Bhutan, in office since 7 November 2018.

171) What are the Indian Countries that borders Bhutan?
A.Arunachal Pradesh, Assam and West Bengal
B.Manipur, Tripura and West Bengal
C.Arunachal Pradesh, Tripura and Manipur
D.Tripura, Manipur and Assam

Answer A
Explanation Bhutan is bordered by:North Boundary - Tibetan Autonomous Region of China,
West Boundary - Sikkim state of India and the Chumbi Valley of Tibet, East Boundary Arunachal Pradesh state of India, South Boundary - States of Assam and West Bengal.

172) ________ became India's first Indian airline to operate commercial flights
overflying the polar region.
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A.Air India
B.IndiGo
C.Jet Airways
D.King Fisher

Answer A
Explanation Air India became India's first Indian airline to operate commercial flights overflying
the polar region. The airlines flew its Boeing 777 aircraft over the North pole. The Boeing 777
was Delhi-San Francisco flight.

173) The Indian aircraft the flew over the polar region for the first time is
from _______ to ________.
A.Mumbai-Washington
B.Delhi-San Francisco
C.Delhi-Mexico
D.Kolkata-Chicago

Answer B
Explanation Air India became India's first Indian airline to operate commercial flights overflying
the polar region. The airlines flew its Boeing 777 aircraft over the North pole. The Boeing 777
was Delhi-San Francisco flight.

174) Who won gold at the World Junior Track Cycling Championships 2019?
A.Australia
B.China
C.India
D.UK

Answer C
Explanation Indian men's team won the Team Sprint gold medal at the World Junior Track
Cycling Championships in Frankfurt, Germany. A team of 4 members created the history by
winning India's first-ever gold in a world level cycling competition.

175) Where was the World Junior Track Cycling Championships 2019 held?
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A.India
B.China
C.US
D.Germany

Answer D
Explanation The 2019 UCI Junior Track Cycling World Championships was held from 14 to 18
August 2019 at Frankfurt (Oder), Germany. The track cycling championship event happens every
year.

176) A ______ member committee has been set up to review the Defence
Procurement Procedure (DPP) 2016 and Defence Procurement Manual (DPM)
2009.
A.8
B.12
C.15
D.14

Answer B
Explanation The Minister of Defence Rajnath Singh approved the setting up of a 12 member
Committee under the Chairmanship of Director General (Acquisition).

177) Who finalised India's first National Essential Diagnostics List (NEDL)?
A.ICMR
B.AIIMS
C.IIM-K
D.IIM-A

Answer A
Explanation Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) finalised India's first National
Essential Diagnostics List (NEDL). The move comes after the challenges faced by ICMR which
decided that diagnostics serve a key role in improving health and quality of life.

178) Which Country is the first to have a National Essential Diagnostics List
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(NEDL)?
A.China
B.Bhutan
C.India
D.Japan

Answer C
Explanation Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) finalised India's first National
Essential Diagnostics List (NEDL). India has now become the first country to compile such a list.

179) Tawlhlohpuan, which recently got the GI Tag, is from ________ state.
A.Uttar Pradesh
B.Assam
C.Manipur
D.Mizoram

Answer D
Explanation Tawlhlohpuan is a Mizoram made medium to heavy, compactly woven, good
quality fabric. It is known for warp yarns, warping, weaving & intricate designs that are made by
hand.

180) Mizo Puanche, which recently got the GI Tag, is from ________ state.
A.Telangana
B.Bihar
C.Mizoram
D.Manipur

Answer C
Explanation Mizo Puanchei is a colourful Mizo shawl/textile from Mizoram. It is considered as
the most colourful among the Mizo textiles. It is important and an essential possession for every
Mizo lady. It is an important marriage outfit in the state. It is the most commonly used costume in
Mizo festive dances and official ceremonies.

181) Tirur betel vine, which recently got the GI Tag, is from ________ state.
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A.Manipur
B.Kerala
C.Assam
D.Andhra Pradesh

Answer B
Explanation Tirur betel vine is produced from Kerala. It is valued its medicinal properties and its
mild stimulant action. It is mainly cultivated in Tirur, Tanur, Tirurangadi, Kuttippuram,
Malappuram and Vengara block panchayaths of Malappuram District.
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