.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(July 29 - August 4, 2019)

Table of Contents
1. BANKING & FINANCE

3

2. BUSINESS & ECONOMY

5

3. INTERNATIONAL

7

4. INDIAN AFFAIRS

9

5. SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY

17

6. ENVIRONMENT

21

7. BILLS & ACTS

24

8. DEFENCE

28

9. AWARDS AND HONOURS

30

10. SPORTS

33

11. OBITUARY

35

12. SUMMITS & CONFERENCE

36

13. SCHEMES

38

14. APPOINTMENTS / RESIGN

40

15. IMPORTANT DAYS

44

16. INDEX / LIST

47

17. VISITS BY PM / PRESIDENT

50

18. QUIZ CORNER

51

19. USEFUL LINKS

114

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(July 29 - August 4, 2019)

BANKING & FINANCE
RBI relaxes ECB norms
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has further relaxed the norms related to
external commercial borrowing (ECB). It loosened the end-use restrictions with
regard to working capital, general corporate purpose and repayment of rupee
loans. The move comes after RBI received feedback from stakeholders.
As per the relaxation, all the eligible borrowers are allowed to raise following
ECBs from recognised lenders with a minimum average maturity period of 10 years
for working capital purposes and general corporate purposes. The foreign branches
and overseas subsidiaries of Indian banks are exempted.
It also permits borrowing for on-lending by NBFCs for the above maturity and
end-uses.
Borrowers are allowed to raise ECBs with a minimum average maturity period
of 7 years for repayment of rupee loans that can be availed domestically for capital
expenditure.

RBI allows Bank of China to offer regular banking services in India
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) allowed Bank of China to offer regular banking
services in the country.Commercial banks, like SBI, HDFC Bank, Punjab National
Bank and ICICI Bank, are in the Second Schedule.
Banks falling under this schedule have to adhere to the norms of the RBI.The Bank
of China Limited included in the Second Schedule to the Reserve Bank of India
Act, 1934.The RBI told Jana Small Finance Bank Limited included in the Second
Schedule.The Royal Bank of Scotland plc' changed to 'NatWest Markets Plc' in the
Second Schedule.National Australia Bank' ceased to be a banking company within
the meaning of the Banking Regulation Act excluded from the Second Schedule.
Bank of China
It is one of the four biggest state-owned commercial banks in China. Bank of China
is legally separate from its subsidiary Bank of China.
Reserve Bank of India
The Reserve Bank of India is India's central banking institution, which controls the
issuance and supply of the Indian rupee. The Monetary Policy Committee was
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established in 2016 controlled monetary policy in India.
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BUSINESS & ECONOMY
NITI Aayog partners with WhatsApp to promote women entrepreneurs
NITI Aayog and Facebook-owned WhatsApp under the aegis of its Women
Entrepreneurship Platform (WEP) announced a partnership to support the
growth of a robust ecosystem to promote women entrepreneurs in India.
WhatsApp mainly collaborated with NITI Aayog announce an annual calendar of
events aimed at capacity building of women entrepreneurs and develop specific
programmes.
The main aim is to address the challenges faced by women entrepreneurs.
This initiative would target the registered users of WEP.
WhatsApp partner with the Women Transforming India (WTI) Awards 2019,
flagship initiative of NITI Aayog.
WhatsApp decided to provide support amounting to $100,000 to WTI winners.
Whatsapp Business
WhatsApps evolution from messenger to a business enabler helps to bring digital
empowerment to Indian entrepreneurs.
Entrepreneurs contribute significantly to the growing digital economy in India
They have partnerships between private companies and public sector help
accelerate digital inclusion and give much needed access to funding so women can
achieve their business potential.
NITI Aayog to help support the future women business leaders of India.
Small businesses are the backbone of a strong economy .
India is most vibrant startup ecosystems, and the next big disruption will be driven
by women-led enterprises, with digital medium being the biggest enabler.
This partnership with WhatsApp underlines our mutual commitment to support the
aspirations of women entrepreneurs in India.

Edelweiss Tokio Life partners with Mobikwik to offer miniature insurance
Edelweiss Tokio Life Insurance partnered with payments platform Mobikwik to
sell 'miniature' insurance plans.Sumit Rai, MD & CEO, Edelweiss Tokio Life
Insurancecovers of Rs 1 lakh, 3 lakh and 5 lakh with a premium of Rs 148, 443 and
738 per annum.
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The life insurer offers pre-approved sum assured basis customer information
already with MobiKwik.The insurer will offer miniaturized products and Rai said
they will look to expand this to products catering across long-term savings
products.The MobiKwik app ecosystem KYC and other capabilities, we can issue
and service the policy directly within the app ecosystem, instead of the customer
engaging with two separate entities.The idea is to democratise insurance by
offering a compelling product proposition digitally to a newer and digitally savvy
customer segment. This partnership will allow Edelweiss Tokio Life to cater to
customers across all income groups and offer relevant solutions. The life insurer is
already taken steps to go digital.The last financial year company e completed a
digital overhaul within Edelweiss Tokio Life called Project Transcend, to help in
scalability and create a flexible platform to cater to increasing volumes smoothly.
The last year, we have been focused on creating preemptive processes that can flag
off any fraudulent behavior
Overall, while the ticket sizes in digital insurance are currently low expected
ofthem to increase over a period of time.
Edelweiss Tokio Life Insurance
Founded: 2009
Headquarters location: Mumbai
Parent organization: Edelweiss Capital
CEO: Sumit Rai

Flipkart launched Samarth, an online selling platform
Flipkart launched Samarth, an online selling platform. The initiative aimed to
support artisans, weavers, etc, by on-boarding them and helping them in the
process of selling on the internet.
The initiative will bring weavers, artisans and makers of handicrafts to its platform.
It is expected that various communities will access to its Indian customer base of
over 150 million. The company has plans to sell these products in the international
market. It is expected that the Indian e-commerce market will exceed $100 billion
by 2022.
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INTERNATIONAL
Netherland banned face covering clothing including Burqa
Netherland hasbanned face-covering clothing including burqa and niqab which
are worn by conservative Muslim women on public transport, in government
buildings and at health and education institutions.
Netherland is the latest European country to introduce such a ban , following the
likes of France, Germany, Belgium, Austria and Denmark.
The affected sectors such as transport and health stated that they will not be able to
take the responsibility of the laws enforcement. The Netherlands has imposed a fine
of 150 euros for breaking the law.

US to impose an additional 10 percent tariff on Chinese imports
President Donald Trump has announced that the US will impose an additional
10% tariff on USD300 billionin Chinese imports from 1 September.
Us's accusation:
US accused China for not coming to the consensus about the trade deal. It also
said that it failed to buy more American agricultural products as it promised.
About trade war:
The trade war between the two world's two largest economies, the US and China,
has damaged the energy demand outlook greatly. The prolonged trade war has now
started to affect the oil demand. US manufacturing activity has been slowed to a
near 3 year low in the month of July.
The Oil drop has affected the US. market greatly and the inventories fell by 1.5
million barrels between traders. The total oil demand of the US in May fell 98,000
barrels per day (bpd) to 20.26 million bpd.
US status:
The Brent crude fell $3.85 or 5.9% to $61.20 a barrel. US West Texas
Intermediate (WTI) crude fell to $4.09, or 7%, at $54.49. US output remained
near a record above 12 million bpd. This makes the country the biggest producer in
the world.
Texas output rose by 16,000 bpd to 4.97 million bpd in May making it the largest
producing state in US.
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OPEC's efforts:
Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) and partners including
Russia has been taking efforts in 2019 to support the market.

US officially withdraws from INF treaty
The US has officially withdrawn from the Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces
Treaty (INF) treaty with Russia. The withdrawal has ended a Cold war-era
missile treaty with Russia. This could start an arms race between the US and
Russia, the worlds top two nuclear powers.
Reason:
The US accused Russia of violating the INF treaty's agreement in recent years.
The withdrawal announcement was made by the US President Donald Trump.
Both the countries signed a deal to put a way to improve relations toward the end of
the Cold War.
During the Obama administration in 2014, Russia was accused of violating the
agreement by testing a cruise missile in direct violation of the accord. In turn,
Russia also said that the US has violated the agreement too. The US has denied the
accusation.
Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces Treaty (INF):
INF treaty is a Nuclear disarmament type of agreement. It was signed on
December 1987 in Washington D.C. The agreements was signed by the U.S.
President Ronald Reagan and Mikhail Gorbachev, the Soviet General Secretary
with an Unlimited duration.The agreement prohibits both the countries from
fielding ground-launched cruise missiles that could fly between 310 and 3,400
miles. The treaty has been extremely successful in the destruction of a total
of 2,692 missiles.
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INDIAN AFFAIRS
Pink coaches introduced for women by the Northeast Frontier Railway zone
Indian Railways Northeast Frontier Railway zone started an initiative to bring a
special portion of the SLR coach with pink colour.
It is mainly introduced in order to bring women passengers with better safety and
security.
This special colour will help the women passenger to easily identify the coach in
rush hours.
Around eight trains in Rangiya division of the Northeast Frontier Railway has
begun operations with some pink coaches.
The section 58 of the Railways Act, 1989 provides for earmarking of
accommodation for female passengers in trains.
Indian Railways planned to provide second class accommodation for women in the
second Class-cum-Luggage-cum Guards Coach (SLR) .
SLR coaches with especially Pink coloured portion for lady passengers were placed
into operation by the Rangiya Division of NFR in passenger trains bearing number
55817 / 55818, 55803 / 55804 and 55809 / 55810
They are operated between New Bongaigaon and Guwahati.
This new initiative of the government will enhance the security of women.
There are six trains between New Bongaigaon and Guwahati and two trains
between Rangiya and Murkongselek have begun operations with the pink-coloured
coaches.
Information about Indian Railways
Indian Railways is India's national railway system . It is operated by the Ministry of
Railways. It manages the fourth largest railway network in the world by size.
Headquarters: New Delhi
Minister Responsible: Piyush Goyal
Minister of State for Railways: Suresh AngadiPink coaches introduced for women
by the Northeast Frontier Railway zone
Chairman, Railway Board: Vinod Kumar Yadav.

Kaleshwaram project secures Hyderabads water supply for the future
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Hyderabad is facing any such issues in the foreseeable future even if there is low
rainfall, all thanks to the Telangana governments massive 80,190 crore
Kaleshwaram lift irrigation project launched in June.
The Hyderabad Metropolitan Water Supply and Sewerage Board
(HMWSSB) supplies 462 million gallons per day (MGD) to the capital city from
the Krishna (phase 1, 2 and 3) and Godavari (phase-1) projects, and the
Osmansagar, and Himayat Sagar reservoirs.The two reservoirs put supply just 40
MGD of water.They were built close to a century ago to supply water to the city.
The Kaleshwaram project, the state government set aside 30 thousand million cubic
feet (TMC) of water, out of the total 225 TMC will be drawn in total through
it(mainly for irrigation purposes) for Hyderabad alone (10 TMC roughly equals 170
MGD). The citys water supply has in fact gone up from the earlier 356 MGD that
was being supplied. The Godavari and Krishna sources are very reliable. There
are about 225 TMC of water will be drawn through the Kaleshwaram project from
the Godavari river basin once it is fully operational.The project involves building
reservoirs at various places, is expected to irrigate 18.24 lakh acres of land in the
state with 165 TMC of water.

CCD appoints SV Ranganath as interim chairman
Cafe Coffee Day Enterprises Ltd appointed SV Ranganath as interim chairman
after the sudden death of its founder VG Siddhartha. Coffee Day also named Nitin
Bagmane as interim chief operating officer (COO) approval by the board.
Death of VG Siddhartha:
Siddhartha, owner of Cafe Coffee Day was found on the banks of the Nethravathi
river near Mangalore. His body was found after a massive 36-hour search
operation. The reason for his death was stated as tremendous pressure from lenders
and some private equity players.
The I-T department attached his shares in Coffee Day Enterprises, which resulted in
a serious liquidity crunch for the firm.
Cafe Coffee Day:
The Cafe Coffee Day is an Indian chain coffee owned by coffee day global Ltd. It
is headquartered in Bengaluru.
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Postal department decides to convert India Post Payments Bank to a SFB
The postal department decided to convert the India Post Payments Bank into a
small finance bank It is enabling it to offer small loans to customers..The
department looks to open one crore accounts for IPPB in 100 days.
The decisions were taken at the annual Heads of Circles Conference. The
conference held at Srinagar in Jammu and Kashmir from July 29-31, 2019.The
main aim is to adopt a 100-day action plan and a five-year vision to align the
Department of Posts with the Prime Minister's New India initiative. The decision
included "Converting the India Post Payments Bank (IPPB) into a Small
Finance Bank (SFB)
Main Aim:To provide micro-credit at the doorsteps to individuals and SME's.
Targeting the milestone of one crore accounts for IPPB in 100 days" among several
other steps.India Post will partner with Common Service Centre to provide a suite
of citizen-centric services such as banking, remittance, insurance, DBT, bill and tax
payments, etc at post offices. The postal department decided to develop
infrastructure to extend the reach of the e-commerce industry to tier 2 and 3 towns
as well as to rural areas by investing in 190 parcel hubs, 80 Nodal Delivery
Centers and a Pan India Road Transport Network.

Ministry of Finance to conduct Indias first national Time Release Study for
efficient trade flow
The Department of Revenue, Ministry of Finance plans to conduct Indias first
national Time Release Study (TRS) between 1st and 7th August, 2019. The study
is a part of the department's strategic commitment to improve the global trade.
Time Release Study (TRS):
The TRS is an internationally recognized tool to measure the efficiency of the
international trade flows. It is advocated by the World Customs Organization.
Aim:
The exercise aims to identify and remove the obstacles that are present in the trade
flow. The exercise will benefit from the export oriented industry and the Micro,
Small and Medium Enterprises (MSME).
Analysis:
The national TRS will establish baseline performance measurement. It will also
standardize the operations and procedures across all ports. The Ministry will
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conduct the exercise across 15 ports, including sea, air, land and dry ports at the
same time. The ports cumulatively account for 81% of total Bills of Entries for
import and 67% of Shipping Bills for export filed within India.
Depending on the results of the TRS, government agencies associated with cross
border trade will diagnose the existing and potential bottlenecks that are barriers to
the free flow of trade. The government will take remedial actions for reducing the
cargo release time.

India to become Open Defecation Free, thanks to Swachh Bharat Mission
Upon the successful implementation of Swachh Bharat Mission (SBM), rural
India is to become Open Defecation Free (ODF) by 2 October, 2019.
Swachh Bharat Mission :
The Swachh Bharat Mission is pan India campaign plan to clean India by streets,
roads,cities,towns. The mission aimed to clean during a period of 2014-2019.
Swachh Bharat mission is one of the largest cleanliness drives in the world. It is
an attempt introduced by the NDA-led government to initiate behavioural change.
Implementation of the Mission:
Centre is to expand the Swachh Bharat mission to undertake sustainable solid waste
management in every village, harnessing the latest technology.
Under SBM, 9.6 crore toilets have been constructed since October 2, 2014. Nearly,
5.6 lakh villages have become open defecation free.
Under the mission, the 99.2% of rural India has been covered since 2014. 564,658
villages have been declared open-defecation free (ODF). As on 14 June 2019, 30
States and Union Territories are 100 per cent covered with an individual
household latrine (IHHL). The SBM has significantly improved health outcomes
Benefits: The SB mission has also helped reduce diarrhea and malaria among
children below five years, stillbirth and low birth weight (newborn with weight less
than 2.5 kgs).

PM chaired the 30th PRAGATI interaction
Prime Minister Narendra Modi headed the 30th PRAGATI platform
interaction in New Delhi. PRAGATI is the Information and communications
technology (ICT)- based, multi-modal platform for Pro-Active Governance and
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Timely Implementation. In the second term of the NDA govrenment, this is the first
PRAGATI interaction.
In the session, PM reviewed the progress in the resolution of grievances
under Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana (Urban). Modi urged the officers in charge
to achieve the government's objective of providing Housing for All by 2022. He
also suggested improvements under the Ayushmann Bharat Scheme.
PM also reviewed the progress of eight important infrastructure projects in
the railway and road sectors. The infrastructure projects are being implemented
across several states of India including Odisha, Himachal Pradesh, Bihar, Uttar
Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, and Gujarat.

GST collection surpasses the Rs.1 lakh crore mark in July
GST collection in July surpassed the Rs.1 lakh crore mark after a slump in
the June month. Centre's data reported that the total disposal under Goods and
Services Tax (GST) was reported to be Rs.1.02 lakh crore in July 2019.
Growth in GST collection:
In July, the GST collection in a year-on-year growth of 5.8% over the revenue of
Rs.96,483 crore was reported. The Central government collected Rs.17,912 crore
and the States collected Rs.25,008 crore. The inter-state sales receipts from
integrated GST (IGST) was Rs.50,612 crore and from GST cess stood at Rs.8,551
crore.
Central and states collected and average Rs.93,114 crore a month last fiscal against
a Rs.1 trillion combined monthly target.
GST:
GST is an indirect tax introduced in India on supply of goods and services. It is a
comprehensive multitage ,destination based tax. GST replaces all the indirect taxes
levied by Central and State Governments.

Union Government offers easy credit access to boost growth
Finance minister Nirmala Sitharaman started the process of rolling out a slew of
measures to boost industrys access to credit, including opening a 10,000 crore
liquidity window for home financiers. She will meet chiefs of all state-run to
discuss issues related to credit growth in key segments of the economy, including
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automobile, retail, small businesses, affordable housing, and non-banking financial
companies and housing finance companies (HFCs).
She decided to discuss priority areas for the banking sector in the coming months
for accelerating gross domestic product growth.
The minister will also meet representatives of key ministries handling micro, small
and medium enterprises (MSMEs), electronics and information technology, rural
development, and commerce next week to find ways to implement over 100
recommendations by a panel led by former Securities and Exchange Board of India
Finance Ministry - Infusion
The finance ministry is determined to tackle the liquidity crunch affecting the
housing finance sector,A liquidity infusion of 10,000 crore for housing financiers is
being made available from Friday for lending to individuals looking to purchase
affordable homes.The ministry endorsed the Reserve Bank of Indias suggestions on
how to implement Sitharamans budget proposal for providing partial credit
guarantee to state-run banks buying pooled assets of non-bank finance lenders.The
idea is to ensure that financially sound shadow banking entities should not struggle
for funds.Experts welcomed the decision to take more measures to improve access
to credit for businesses.This is one short-term measure that is very much needed,
which will help the economy.Another short-term measure that is needed is to get all
government departments on board in framing policy responses to economic issues
that will improve efficiency in the system and help lower the cost of doing
business.The announcements imply that the National Democratic Alliance
administration is shifting gears to decisively address an economic downturn that
could come in the way of Prime Minister Narendra Modis goal of building a
$5-trillion economy over the next few years.The sobering trend seen in Indias
economic indicators coincide with worries over a global recession amid an
escalating USChina trade war that threatens business confidence.Official data
earlier this week showed that output of the eight infrastructure sectors in India,
which constitute over 40% of the index of industrial production, remained almost
flat in June.
The economy, which expanded at 8% in the first quarter of FY19, subsequently
slowed down to a five-year low of 5.8% in the quarter ended March 2019 resulting
in 6.8% growth for the full financial year. The Parliament recently cleared
amendments to the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code to enable quick decision-
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making among creditors of bankrupt companies and to reduce the time lost in
litigation.

Indiabulls Housing Finance to buy back bonds worth up to $50 mn
Indiabulls Housing Finance will buy back bonds worth up to $50 million. The
value is around 348 crores. It isa part of its $1.5 billion bond programme. The
company did a buyback of up to $50 million of the $350 million 6.375 per cent
notes issued by the company. The buyback is part of the company's $1.5 billion
(around 10,398 crore) secured euro medium-term note programme. The buyback
did upon receipt of necessary regulatory approval The stock of Indiabulls Housing
was trading 1.02 per cent down at 516.35 on the BSE.
Indiabulls Housing Finance
It is a mortgage lender which is headquartered in New Delhi, India. It is India's
second-largest housing finance company and is regulated by the National Housing
Bank. It is part of Sameer Gehlaut's Indiabulls group and contributes approximately
80% of the groups turnover.
Headquarters: Gurugram
Founded: 2005

UGC recommends 20 educational centres for status of Institutions of
Eminence
University Grants Commission (UGC) released a list of 20 institutes .There
are10 public and 10 private for the grant of the status of Institutions of Eminence
(IoE).The institutions which are given IoE status from public category includes,
Delhi University, BHU, Hyderabad University and IIT Madras and Kharagpur. The
UGC made the recommendations on the report of the Empowered Expert
Committee set up by the government under the chairmanship of N Gopalaswami.
Jadavpur University and Anna University can be considered for issue of the IoE
status only after the respective State Governments have issued an official
communication allocating their share of the funds (up to 50%).
Institute of Eminence scheme
The Institute of Eminence scheme aimed at developing 20 world-class institutions
which would put India on the global education map. Those selected will be given
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greater autonomy and freedom to decide fees, course durations and governance
structures. The public institutions will also receive a government grant of 1,000
crore, while the private institutions will not get any funding under the scheme.The
Gopalaswami panel initially recommended 11 institutions for the tag in July 2018.
The Centre accepted six recommendations IITs Delhi and Bombay, IISc Bangalore,
BITS Pilani, Manipal University, and the yet-to-open Jio University. In December,
the committee recommended 19 more names and asked the UGC to consider all 30
for the tag. The Ministry of Human Resource Developments decision to limit the
scheme to the original 20 institutions.

NITI Aayog approves JV to acquire minerals needed for Electric Vehicles
NITI Aayog has approved the proposal for joint venture between National
Aluminium Company (Nalco), Hindustan Copper (HCL) and Mineral
Exploration Corporation Ltd. and foreign companies. The plan is to
acquire foreign reserves of strategic minerals like lithium and cobalt to power the
country's electric vehicles has moved a step closer. Therefore, the three state-owned
metal and mining companies are set to form a joint venture to buy on minerals.
Aim:
India has set a target to achieve an all-electric vehicle fleet by 2030. The Union
Ministry of Mines has already directed three state-owned companies to
aggressively look for reserves of lithium and cobalt mines.
To attain the target, mining companies like Nalco, HCL and MECL have
partnered with a German consultancy for the project. This partnership is to guide
them on prospective reserves and also foreign government rules and regulations.
Discussions are on, to achieve India's target on cobalt and lithium mines as soon .
Note:Argentina, Bolivia and Chile are the countries which have the best reserves
of lithium and cobalt in the world.
Uses: Lithium, and cobalt are used to manufacture batteries for electric
vehicles in addition to other minerals like tungsten, nickel and rare earths.
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SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY
IIT Madras introduces Smart agricopter for spraying pesticides
Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) Madras have developed a Smart
agricopter. The innovation aims to eliminate manual spraying of pesticides in
agricultural fields.
As the manual pesticide spraying remains an extremely hazardous activity as it
affects the health of the farmers' and laborers' in a massive overuse of toxic
chemicals. The Cost estimation of the agricopter is to be around Rs 5.1 lakh.
Smart Agricopter:
The Smart Agricopter is a hexacopter drone with the capacity to carry 15 liters of
pesticide. Agricopter will allow spraying pesticides ten times faster and with 100%
precision. It has multispectral imaging camera which provides smart analysis of
crop health. It also ensures that the entire spraying process is completely
autonomous and that the farmer is never exposed to the pesticide.

India signs deal to acquire R-27 Missiles from Russia
India signed a deal worth Rs 1500 crore to buy R-27 air-to-air missiles from
Russia.
The main objective of this deal is to boost the capabilities of Indian Air Force (IAF)
R-27 air-to-air missiles will be equipped on the Su-30MKI fighter jets.
R-27 Missile
It is a medium-range air-to-air missile. It is initially developed for MiG and Sukhoi
fighter jets. They developed these missiles to add the capability to the Sukhoi and
MiG warfare aircraft. Indian Air Force signed Rs 7600 crore deals in the past two
months.The actual design of R-27 missile was started in 1962 while its production
was started in 1986. More than 25 countries are taking services of this missile.R-27
missile can destroy air targets even in adverse weather conditions.The length of the
missile is 4 meter and the diameter is 0.23 meter. The weight of the missile is 253
kilograms.There are six extended versions - R-27ER1, R-27R1, R-27ET1,
R-27T1, R-27EP1, and R-27P1.
The government gave emergency purchasing powers to all three military services.
Indian army can buy whatever warfare equipment is important to safeguard our
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borders. The powers given to security forces within three months at a cost up to Rs
300 crore.

Cabinet approved the setting up of ISRO Technical Liaison Unit (ITLU) in
Moscow
The Union Cabinet approved the setting up of ISRO Technical Liaison Unit
(ITLU) in Moscow. The move comes as the India Space Research Organisation's
(ISRO) cooperation with Russia on the Gaganyaan project, India's human space
mission programme. The process has been planned to be completed within six
months from the date of approval.
Cost estimated:
The cost estimated for the project is about Rs.1.5 crore per annum. It is expected
to be incurred at ISRO Technical Liaison Unit (ITLU) towards salary, office
expenses, rent and taxes etc.
ISROS ITLU:
The ISRO Technical Liaison Unit (ITLU) at Moscow will provide effective
technical coordination for timely interventions on diversified matters with Russia
and neighbouring countries for realization of the programmatic targets of ISRO.
The ITLU Moscow office will be managed by an ISRO scientist or engineer
designated as Counsellor (Space) on deputation and supported by the staff
sourced locally.
ISROs Gaganyaan programme requires development of some of the key
technologies and establishment of specialized facilities, which are essential to
support life in space. ISRO will be able to collaborate with Space
agencies/industries in Russia and neighbouring countries for mutually synergetic
outcomes.

Researchers says that the Shape of Milky way galaxy is not flat but warped
Researchers
from
University
of
Warsaw
released
the
most
detailed three-dimensional map of the Milky Way. It has revealed that the
Milkyway galaxy is not a flat disc but has a warped shape like a fascinator hat or
a vinyl record that has been left in the sun.
Evidence that it is not flat:
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The study said that the stars 60,000 light years away from the Milky Ways centre
are as far as 4,500 light years above or below the galactic plane and it gives high
possibility to conclude that the milky way galaxy is not flat in shape.
Both the new study and an earlier one published in February are based on the
distribution across the galaxy of stars known as Cepheids. The key to creating the
maps is the phenomenon of dimming and brightening of the stars. Cepheids are
celestial bodies whose brightness varies in a regular cycle over time.
The study suggested that about 26,000 light years from the centre of the
galaxy the bending away from the plane of the galaxy has begun and it becomes
steeper from about 32,000 light years. By calculating the ages of the stars and
plotting their 3D positions in the Milky Ways disc explains the formation of the
Milky Ways spiral arms up to 175 million years ago.

ICMR introduces 2 new TB vaccines, VPM 1002 and Immuvac
The Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) launched a trial for two new
TB vaccines. This is Indias first large-scale trial. This is a large preventive TB
vaccine trial. The initiative involves more than 12,000 healthy household contacts
of newly diagnosed TB patients from across six states of India are set to be
enrolled.
Two thousand participants from each of the six states including Delhi,
Maharashtra, Odisha, Telangana and Karnataka will enroll over the next seven
to eight months. Also, seven main centres will have six sub-sites, where these trials
will be conducted.
Two new vaccines:
The two new TB vaccines that are introduced by ICMR are:
Immuvac manufactured by Cadila Pharmaceuticals
VPM 1002 manufactured by Institute of India, Pune
The medicines are to be tested with three testing phases. Based on the results the
Union Ministry of Health and Family Welfare will decide and set the price of the
vaccines.
Reason for ICMR's new TB vaccines:
To treat TB multi-drug course that usually spans six months is usuallu involved.
Scientists from ICMR suggested that new TB vaccines other than BCG (Bacille
Calmette-Guerin), which is 100 years old, is needed to treat TB as it has been
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partially effective in protecting infants and young children and it provides poor
protection against pulmonary disease in adolescents and adults.
TB in India:
Data from Ministry of Health and Family Welfares Central TB division said that
the TB incidence in India has touched almost 2.8 million every year along with
drug-resistant TB incidence at 1,47,000 annually. It also said that around 27% of
the worlds TB incidences are from India. It has marked the highest share at a global
level. In 2017, the Centre vowed to eliminate TB by the year 2025.
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ENVIRONMENT
PM Narendra Modi released the All India Tiger Estimation Report
PM Narendra Modi released the All India Tiger Estimation Report 2018. The
massive tiger census is conducted every four years. India now has 2,967 tigers. The
growth in the 4th cycle of the Tiger Census has been a 33%. PM Narendra Modi,
who released the figures of the tiger estimation and also he says that India has
achieved the target of doubling tiger population before the deadline, that is 2022.
India achieved its target:
According to the survey taken in 2006, the recorded figure of tiger was 1,411. In
the St.Petersburg Summit held at Russia in 2010, India vowed to double the
growth rate of tigers. In 2014, the population of tigers in India was 2,226.
According to the latest Tiger census report, it rose to 2,967, that is 33%, in 2018.
Indiahas doubled tiger population and has achieved its target for 2022.
Also, in 2014, the number of protected areas were 692, the number increased to
more than 860 in 2019. The number of community reserves were 43 in 2014 and it
has been to more than 100 in 2019. The recent census indicates that tiger numbers
have been increasing continuously.

India and UK launch clean air initiative in Bengaluru
Innovating for Clean Air (IfCA), a two-year UK-India joint initiative providing
Indian and UK stakeholders opportunities to test interventions related to air quality
and EV integration
The event was launched in Bangalore. British Deputy High Commissioner Dominic
McAllister collaborative initiatives are an example of UK.
India can work as a joint force for good on innovative solutions. The country can
bring the best of our research communities, academia and businesses together to
address shared challenges, such as clean air.
The initiative provides a unique measurement system for air quality by integrating
satellite and sensor data and helping to support India's transition to electric vehicles.
The programme is led by Innovate UK
It is a part of UK Research and Innovation (UKRI).It is funded by the Newton
Fund with matched resources from various partners in Karnataka and India.
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The key partners for the programme are the Indian Institute of Science, Enzen,
Project Lithium, Confederation of Indian Industry, C40 Cities and Clean Air
Platform. The other partners include Citizens for Sustainability, World Resources
Institute, International Institute of Information Technology Bangalore, Shakti
Foundation, Shell Technology Centre, Global Business Inroads and India Smart
Grid Forum.

Canada to create a protected marine area in Arctic region
Canadagovernment plans to create a protected marine area in the country's
Arctic region. The move is after a severe climate change that took effect three
times faster than global average weather.
Multiple species in the coast of Baffin Island, in Canada's northeastern Arctic
archipelago are threatened by the Glacial melting and maritime traffic.
Aim:
The move aims to protect marine area in arctic regions and protect the
populations of belugas, narwhals, walruses, seals, polar bears and thousands of
other species who depend on year-round sea ice to survive.
These species are now migrating, or in some cases, disappearing, In order to save
various species the areas are to be planned in well protecting manner. The
establishment of protected marine area would help the Canadian government to
achieve its goal to protect 10% of marine and coastal regions by 2020.
Steps taken by Canada govt:
Recently, the Canada government had invested in modernizing the Coast Guard.
It launched two Arctic patrol vessels. It aimed to increase protection for national
interests in the region.

Indian Army employs E cars to its Delhi officials
The Indian Army has launched an ecological initiative by employing electric cars
(E-cars) for the use of Government officials in Delhi. E-cars initiative was
launched by the Army in partnership with Energy Efficiency Services Limited
(EECL) under the Ministry of Power.
The move comes as a solution to the worsening state of air in the capital city. Air
pollution has been a major challenge in Delhi, with it crossing the danger mark
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often.
E-Cars:
Electric vehicle technology is an alternative to combat air pollution and to reduce
carbon emission footprint. The EESL has played a vital role in providing these evehicles to various Government agencies. Several other Indian automobile
manufacturers including Tata Motors and Mahindra have also taken the initiative
in manufacturing Electric Cars. The initiative Ecars is expected for the
development of electric vehicle technology as it will be adopted by the general
public in the near future.
Indian Army's initiatives to combat air pollution:
The Indian Army has played a lead role in several environmental conservation
activities. It has been a part of major environmental protection initiatives such
as forestation. These moves by the Indian Army are several conservation activities
in close coordination with the locals to help preserve the ecological balance and
protect the environment.
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BILLS & ACTS
Rajya Sabha passed the Banning of Unregulated Deposit Schemes Bill
The Rajya Sabha has passed the Banning of Unregulated Deposit Schemes Bill,
2019. The Bill aims to introduce a mechanism that will curb the ponzi schemes. It
will protect the interest of depositors. The Bill was passed by the Lok Sabha on
July 24, 2019. The Bill will now replaced the Ordinance promulgated on
February 21, 2019.
Provisions of the Bill:
The bill curb the menace of illicit deposit-taking activities in the country. It
provides strict administrative measures to dupe gullible people of their hard-earned
savings.
Under the Bill, the centre and state is allowed to frame rules accordingly.
The Bill ensures to protect the genuine businesses or individuals who borrow
money from their relatives or friends for personal reasons or to tide over a crisis.
Ponzi scheme:
Ponzi scheme is a form of fraud which attract the investors and pays profits to
earlier investors by using funds obtained from more recent investors.

Rajya Sabha passed the IBC amendment Bill
The Rajya Sabha approved the amendments to theInsolvency and Bankruptcy
Code (IBC). Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code (Amendment) Bill, 2019
provides clarity about preference to secured lenders over operational creditors.
Provisions of the amendments:
The amendments gives a loan defaulting company explicit authority over
the distribution of proceeds of an auction in the resolution process.
With reference to the IBC, it has fixed a firm timeline of 330 days for resolving
cases.

Rajya Sabha passed the triple talaq Muslim Women Protection of Rights on
Marriage Bill
The Rajya Sabha passed the triple talaq Muslim Women (Protection of Rights
on Marriage) Bill, 2019. The bill makes the declaration of triple talaq means the
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police can arrest an accused without a warrant. It is the government's attempt to
protect the rights of married Muslim women.
Provisions of the Bill:
The Bill makes the instant triple talaq a criminal offence. It provides a jail term to a
Muslim man for the crime that prohibits divorce by pronouncing talaq thrice in
one go.
If the woman misuses the law, the man should have the right to appeal.

Lok Sabha Clears Bill For Speedy Eviction Of Illegal Occupants From
Government Houses
Lok Sabha passed a bill which seeks to crack down on unauthorized occupants of
government residential accommodations. Public Premises (Eviction of
Unauthorised Occupants) Amendment Bill 2019 Minister of Housing and Urban
Affairs proposed amendments would enable the estate officer to apply summary
proceedings for eviction unauthorized occupants from residential accommodations
and to levy damage charges for accommodation held during the period of litigation.
The bill was passed by the Lower House. There is 15,416 residential
accommodation under the government quota.
The proposed amendments would enable the estate officer to apply summary
proceedings for eviction unauthorized occupants from residential accommodations
and to levy damage charges for accommodation held during the period of litigation.
Public Premises (Eviction of Unauthorised Occupants) Amendment Bill 2019 History
Public Premises (Eviction of Unauthorised Occupants) Amendment Bill 2019
introduced by the Minister of Housing and Urban Affairs Mr. Hardeep Singh
Puri, in Lok Sabha on July 8, 2019.The Bill amends the Public Premises (Eviction
of Unauthorised Occupants) Act, 1971. The Act provides for the eviction of
unauthorized occupants from public premises in certain cases.The Bill defines
residential accommodation occupation as the occupation of public premises by a
person for such an occupation. The license must be given for a fixed tenure for the
period the person holds office. The Bill adds a provision laying down the procedure
for eviction from residential accommodation. It requires an estate officer (an officer
of the central government) to issue a written notice to a person if he is in
unauthorized occupation of residential accommodation. The person fails to comply
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with the order, the estate officer may evict such person from the residential
accommodation, and take possession of it.

RS passed the Motor Vehicles Amendment Bill
Rajya Sabha passed the Motor Vehicles (Amendment) Bill, 2019 with 108 votes
in favour and 13 against it. The amendment aims to improve road safety, enhance
the penalty for traffic violations, facilitate citizens in dealing with transport
departments and curb corruption. The Bill was passed in Lok Sabha on 23 July.
The Bill was introduced in the upper house by Minister of Road Transport and
Highways Nitin Gadkari.The move comes as an initiative to stop millions of
deaths due to road accidents.
Provisions of the Amendment:
The amendment proposed to increase the minimum penalty for a general violation
from Rs.100 to Rs.500.
Driving without a licence will lead to a a fine of Rs.5,000. Earlier, it was Rs.500
Driving despite disqualification will cause a penalty of Rs.10,000 from the
current Rs.500.
For drunken driving, the monetary punishment has been increased to Rs.10,000
from Rs.2,000.
It also includes a provision for cashless treatment of road accident victims during
the golden hour.
In case of any defect in the vehicle that can cause damage to the environment,
driver or other road users the Bill facilitates the Centre to order the recall of motor
vehicles.
It provides a computerised driving test to eliminate acquisition of fake driving
licences.

RS passed UAPA Bill
The Rajya Sabha passed the contentious the Unlawful Activities (Prevention)
Amendment Bill, 2019. The Bill was passed with 104 votes against it as compared
to 85 in its favour. The Bill was passed by Lok Sabha on 24 July.
Provisions of the Bill:
The anti-terror law will now empower the Centre and state to designate
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individuals as terrorists and seize his properties. If any person commits or
participates in acts of terrorism or involved in terrorist, he/she can be designated as
terrorist.
It also facilitates power to the Director-General of the National Investigation
Agency (NIA) to grant approval of seizure or attachment of property when the case
is investigated by the agency.

LS passed the 2019 Dam Safety Bill
The Lok Sabha passed the Dam Safety Bill, 2019. The Bill aims to provide an
uniform safety procedures for the specified 5,600 dams in the country. It will also
enhance the security of citizens. The introduction of the Bill will not take
away the rights of the States.
The Bill was introduced in 2010. It was opposed in various edition in the State and
has never been successfully passed until now.
Provisions of the Bill:
The bill stressed the establishment of the National Dam Safety Authority as a
regulatory body. The regulator will implement the policy, guidelines, and
standards on dam safety in the country.
It also entails the setting up of State committee on dam safety and State Dam
Safety Organisation. It will be manned by officers from the field dam safety.
The Bill will set up a national committee on dam safety. It will be set up to
introduce safety policies and recommend necessary regulations.
Steps taken by Centre for Dam safety:
As several dams does not have the emergency action plan, the government has
provide safety measures to around 180 dams.
For example, Centre has alloted Rs.600 crore to repair the gates of Hirakud dam.
Centre has also taken efforts to change the gates of Farakka barrage. 80% of the
work had been completed so far.
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DEFENCE
Indian Navy ship LCU L56 was commissioned into the Indian Navy at
Visakhapatnam
Indian Navy ship LCU L56 was commissioned into the Indian Navy at
Visakhapatnam on 29 July. It was commissioned by Vice Admiral Atul Kumar
Jain, Eastern Naval Command. LCU L56 is the sixth ship of the MK IV class
ships.
About LCU L56:
The LCU L56 vessel will be used for transportation, deployment and recovery of
main battle tanks, armoured vehicles, troops and equipment from ship to shore and
vice-versa. LCU L56 would be administered and based in Port Blair under the
Naval Component Commander (NAVCC) in Andaman and Nicobar
Command (ANC). The measurement of the ship is 62 metres in length. It is fitted
with two MTU diesel engines. These engines provides a sustainable speed of over
15 knots.
The ship was built by the Garden Reach Shipbuilders and Engineers Ltd
(GRSE), Kolkata. This is the 100th warship built by GRSE. The ship will be
used for various purpose like: beaching operations, disaster relief operations, search
and rescue missions, coastal patrol, and surveillance operations along the Andaman
and Nicobar Group of Islands.

IAF launched an IAFs facilitation cum publicity pavilion in Delhi
The Indian Air Force launched an IAF's facilitation-cum-publicity pavilion in
Delhi. It was inaugurated by Union HRD Minister Ramesh Pokhriyal on 31 July. It
has a flight simulator. IAF also launched a new 3D mobile-based video game
'Indian Air Force: A Cut Above' based on the missions of the force. It was
launched by Air Chief Marshal B S Dhanoa.
About special pavilion:
The special pavilion is the second pavilion in Delhi, after the one at T3 terminal of
the airport. It is a unique and technologically advanced set-up broad comprising of
a flight simulator and various exhibits, including models of fighter jets, like
Mirage-2000, Rafale, Sukhoi, Jaguar.
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Aim of 3D Game:
The new facilitation-cum-publicity pavilion of IAF-themed mobile game has been
designed to raise awareness among the youth about the IAF. It has been set up to
inspire them to take up a career in the Air Force.
It will connect to more than 7.5 lakh children and showcase the powers of the IAF.
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AWARDS AND HONOURS
Sudarsan Pattnaik won the Peoples Choice Award at the Revere Beach
International Sand Sculpting Festival
Sudarsan Pattnaik, the Indian sand artist and Padma Awardee, has won the
People's Choice Award at the Revere Beach International Sand Sculpting
Festival in Boston, US. He won the award for his sand sculpture 'Stop Plastic
Pollution, Save Our Ocean'. Pattnaik was among the top 15 sand artists who were
selected from across the world to participate in the Sand Sculpting Festival.
Pattnaik's Sand sculpt:
Pattnaik's Sand sculpt was sculpted with a turtle caught in a plastic bag and a fish
with plastic trash such as slippers, bottles and glass inside its body. The tail of
the fish is lead in to the mouth of a human, to signify how plastic pollution in the
oceans is adversely impacting human beings also when they consume sea food. The
sculpture highlighted the problem of plastic pollution that spoils the oceans and
supported the urgent need to take action to save oceans and planet.
Revere Beach International Sand Sculpting Festival:
The festival is one of the largest sand sculpting festivals in the world. The Sand
festival is celebrating its 16th year. Sand sculptors all around the world has
participated in the event. The 2019 edition of festival was held from 26-28 July. It
was attended by a million people.

Ruhan Rajput honoured with Entrepreneur of the Year Award 2019
Ruhan Rajput co-founder and Director of Einfolge Technologies Pvt Ltd was
awarded the prestigious Entrepreneur Award 2019. The event was held at the JW
Marriot Hotel, New Delhi.
He won the award on 18 July in the category of 'Entrepreneur of the Year in
Service Business. Ruhan was acknowledged for his contributions and achievements
in the business industry.
Einfolge Technologies Pvt Ltd
Einfolge Technologies Pvt Ltd is one of the leading players in the knowledge
process outsourcing (KPO) industry. The company operates to provide
comprehensive research, analysis, and expert solutions. Entrepreneur India,
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America's number one business magazine along with Franchise India hosted the
event from 17th July to 18th July. The inspiration behind the event is to bring
leading entrepreneurs, start-ups, sme, investors, global luminaries; Indian
government officials etc under one roof and acknowledge them for their milestones.
They are the real heroes who work day and night to make this company great and
achieve new heights.
Ruhan Rajput excels as an actor and model in Bollywood.He made a debut in the
film industry with Pravat Rout's film, 'Prarabdh', followed by three music albums:
'Mohabataiyan', 'Khidki ka Parda' and 'Saiyan Re'.He was starred in 'Dil Mera'
produced by Zee Music CompanyHe is currently working on a music album with
Arman Malik.

Indian journalist Ravish Kumar was awarded the 2019 Ramon Magsaysay
Award
NDTV journalist Ravish Kumar was awarded the 2019 Ramon Magsaysay
Award. The award recognizes the greatness of spirit and transformative
leadership in Asia. It is the highest honour given to Asian individuals and
organisations. The award is often referred to as the Asian version of the Nobel
Prize.
Ravish Kumar was honoured for his dedicated commitment to a professional,
ethical journalism of the highest standard. It also recognised his moral courage in
standing up for truth, integrity, and independence.
Other Awardees:
Along with Ravish Kumar, four other winners were also honoured. The awardees
are:
Ko Swe Win from Myanmar
Angkhana Neelapaijit from Thailand
Raymundo Pujante Cayabyab from Philippines
Kim Jong-Ki from South Korea
Ramon Magsaysay Award:
The Ramon Magsaysay Award was established in April 1957. It is awarded every
year. The was instituted to continue the former Philippine President Ramon
Magsaysay's example of integrity, courage in servicing the people, community
leadership. It was instituted by the New York basedRockefeller Brothers Fund
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along with the Philippine government.

Bhasha Mukherjee was crowned MISS ENGLAND
Bhasha Mukherjee, an Indian-origin doctor, has been crowned MISS ENGLAND
in Miss England competition in London. The event was held from 31 July to 1
August. The winners bagged over GBP 30,000 worth of prizes, which include a
luxury holiday to Mauritius. Alisha Cowie was crowned MISS ENGLAND 2018.
Bhasha Mukherjee is a indian Haryana origin girl about 23 year old from Derby.
She holds two different medical degrees. She is fluent in five languages. She has
started new job as a junior doctor in a hospital in Boston, Lincolnshire, after the
Miss England final ended on 1st August. She will be participating in the 69th Miss
World contest to be held in December in London.
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SPORTS
India tallied 9 medals at the twenty third Presidents Cup in Labuan Bajo,
Indonesia
Mary Kom won gold in the 51Kg category at the 23rd Presidents Cup in
Labuan Bajo, Indonesia. She defeated Australian April Franks and secured 5-0.
In the event India won 9 medals. It comprised of seven gold and two silver medals.
2018 World Championships bronze winner Simranjit Kaur also won a gold in the
event.
Other winners:
Assams Jamuna Boro defeated eteran boxer Giulia Lamagna and secured 5-0 to
win the gold in the 54Kg category.
Dinesh Dagar won a silver medal in the event. He lost to Indonesias Samada
Saputra and secured 0-5.
Monika won gold in the 48Kg category by defeating Indonesia's Endang and
secured (5-0).
Results:
Women:
48kg Category: Monika bt Endang (Ina) 5-0
51kg Category: M.C. Mary Kom bt April Franks (Aus) 5-0
54kg Category: Jamuna Boro bt Giulia Lamagna (Ita) 5-0
60kg Category: Simranjit Kaur bt Hasanah Huswatun (Ina) 5-0
Men:
49kg Category: Neeraj Swami bt Macado Jr. Ramel (Phi) 4-1
52kg Category: Ananta Pralhad Chopade bt Rahmani Ramish (Afg) 5-0
56kg Category: Mandagie Jill (Ina) bt Gaurav Bidhuri 3-2
64kg Category: Ankush Dahiya bt Leung Kin Fong (Mac) 5-0
69kg Category: Samada Saputra (Ina) bt Dinesh Dagar 5-0

Dalilah Muhammad set new world record in the 400m hurdles womens
athletics at the U.S. Championships athletics
American Athlete Dalilah Muhammad set new world record in the 400m
hurdles womens athletics at the U.S. Championships athletics on 28 July. She
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colcked 52.20sec. The previous world record was set at 52.34 sec by Russias
Yuliya Pechonkina in 2003.
Other Winners:
Womens 3,000m steeplechase:
Emma Coburn won first and clocked 9min 25.63 seconds.
Women's 200m:
Noah Lyles came first in the 200m and clocked 19.78sec. Christian Coleman came
second and clocked 20.02. Ameer Webb was third in 20.45 in 100 m.
Mens 110m hurdles:
Daniel Roberts finished first with a time of 13.23 seconds. Holloway finished
second in 13.36. Devon Allen was third in 13.38.
Mens 1,500m hurdles:
Craig Engels finished first with a time of 3min 44.93 seconds. Centrowitz was
second in 3:44.97. Josh Thompson was third in 3:45.25.
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OBITUARY
Former Union Minister S Jaipal Reddy passed away on 28 July
The Congress leader and former Union Minister S Jaipal Reddy, 77, passed away
on July 28. He was suffering from pneumonia.
Jaipal's Career:
S Jaipal Reddy was a five-time member of Lok Sabha, four-time MLA and twotime Rajya Sabha member. He was known for his oratory skills. He held the
petroleum portfolio but was shifted to science and technology. In 1977, the former
Minister quit the Congress in protest against former prime minister Indira Gandhis
imposition of the Emergency. In 1998, in IK Gujral cabinet he served as a Union
Minister for Information and Broadcasting. After 21 years in 1999 he returned to
Indian National Congress, he was elected as a Union Minister for the Ministry of
Earth Sciences and the Ministry of Science and Technology from 29 October
2012 to 18 May 2014.
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SUMMITS & CONFERENCE
India Nepal Logistics Summit 2019 was held in Kathmandu, Nepal
India-Nepal Logistics Summit 2019 was held in Kathmandu, Nepal. The summit
was inaugurated by Nepal Prime minister KP.Sharma Oli. The theme of the
Logistics Summit 2019 was 'Transforming Logistics Landscape'.
Participants:
In this summit all trade community and government representatives from both
Nepal and India represented the whole summit function. N.Sivasailam, Special
Secretary (Logistics), Indian Ministry of Commerce and Industry, CMD V.
Kalyana Rama, Container Corporation of India (CONCOR), Bhawani
Rana, Preident of Federation of Nepalese Chambers of Commerce and Industry
(FNCCI) President participated in the summit.
Focus:
The summit focused on discussing the transport delays of import cargo from
Kolkata Port to Kathmandu, delays in rail transport and additional costs in
handling cargo.
They also discussed on need for reducing transit time between Nepal and Indian
ports and the need to develop better warehousing facilities in Nepal. It also
included issues related to tariffs charged by logistics service providers and the need
for automation of customs and border clearance.
India-Nepal trade logistics:
The smart logistics makes the trade and transit arrangements easy, hassle-free and
cost effective. India and Nepal have taken many initiatives on crucial components
of road, rail, inland waterways and air connectivity. Both the countries have an
investment, tourism and people to-people movement, a significant volume of
trade,for which smooth and quality logistics. In the summit India committed to
provide all necessary support to Nepal.

Centre to conduct the 22nd National Conference on e Governance
The Centre is to organize the 22nd National Conference on e-Governance 2019
on 8-9th August, 2019 at Shillong, Meghalaya. For the first time ever, the event is
being organized in North-Eastern region of the country. The Conference will be co-
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ordinated by the Department of Administrative Reforms & Public Grievances
(DARPG) with Ministry of Electronics & Information Technology
(MeitY), Government of India and the State Government of Meghalaya.
Aim:
The national conference aims to spread the knowledge on effective methods of
designing and implementing sustainable e-Governance initiatives. The
conference will focus on various initiatives which includes end-to-end Digital
Services, exchange experiences in solving problems, mitigating risks, resolving
issues and planning for success.
Theme:
The Theme of the 22nd National e-Governance Conference is Digital India:
Success to Excellence. Under the theme, the discussion will focus on:
India Enterprise Architecture (INDEA)
Digital Infrastructure
One Nation One Platform
Emerging Technology for Practitioners
Secretariat Reforms
National e-Governance Service Delivery Assessment (NeSDA)
Participants: Over 450 delegates are expected to attend the Conference. Delegated
from 28 States and 8 Union Territories have confirmed their presence in the
conference.
Exhibition:
An Exhibition will also be organized during the event to showcase Indias
achievements in the field of e-Governance, along with a Hall of Fame/ photo
exhibition on the award winners.
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SCHEMES
Government aims to enrol 150 million workers under PM pension scheme
Union government enrol around 150 million workers over the next three years
under the scheme Pradhan Mantri Shram Yogi Maan-dhan (PM-SYM). The
pension scheme will benefit a large pool of people who earn less but form a large
part of the labour market. The National Democratic Alliance (NDA) government is
targeting the bottom of the pyramid through various policy interventions, realising
that they are a significant political constituency.
Pradhan Mantri Shram Yogi Maan-dhan (PM-SYM) Scheme
The government is likely to achieve the 150 million number over the next two to
three years. The total enrolment, 50-60 million workers will be from the
construction sector.The government announced the scheme in February 2019
interim budget, promising to provide pension of 3,000 per month. There is a
monthly contribution till the age of 60 years to get an assured pension of 3,000
every month.The 18-year-old starts out by paying 55 per month, which moves up to
80 at the age of 25, and 105, 150 and 200 for those aged 30, 35 and 40,
respectively.When a regular contributor dies before the age of 60, the spouse will
be entitled to join and continue the scheme by regular contribution or exit the
scheme. Around 8% of the labour market are formal sector employees and social
security benefits, including provident funds, pensions available.

One Nation One Ration Card scheme launched in 4 States
Government has launched the One Nation-One Ration Card scheme in
Telangana, Andhra Pradesh, Maharashtra and Gujarat.The scheme aims to
boost to national food security. Each beneficiary would be given 5kg rice at 3 a kg
and wheat at 2 a kg.
The Centre has formed the State Apex Committee under the chairmanship of the
Chief Secretary of the State and the State Project e-Mission Team.
Beneficiaries:
Upon successful implementation of the Scheme, the families who have food
security cards can buy subsidized rice and wheat from any ration shop in these
states. In order to avail the service the ration cards should be linked with Aadhar
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number.
Trial run of the project by Telangana in 2018:
A trial run was conducted by the Telangana Civil Supplies Corporation under the
project in 2018. In the trial run, around 2.82 crore consumers had benefited with the
ration portability introduced in the State on April 1, 2018.
The Beneficiaries under the NFSA (National Food Security Act) are be eligible
for the scheme. More than 56 lakh beneficiaries are covered under the NFSA.
To avail the benefits, the beneficiaries Aadhaar number should be added to his/her
ration card. Then the ration card should be tagged to the Fair Price Shop (FPS) in
their home State either Telangana or Andhra Pradesh.

West Bengal launches awareness campaign Save Green, Stay Clean
West Bengal governmentlaunched an awareness campaign named Save Green,
Stay Clean for preserving the greenery and keeping the environment clean in the
state. The campaign launched State Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee in Kolkata.
The campaign was launchedon August 1, 2019. The state will also observe this day
every year. It also plans to distribute more than 1 lakhs saplings throughout the
state for spreading of greenery.
West Government
Government of West Bengal known as the State Government of West Bengal. It is
the supreme governing authority of the Indian state of West Bengal and its 23
districts. It consists of an executive, led by the Governor of West Bengal, a
judiciary and a legislative.
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APPOINTMENTS / RESIGN
Uttar Pradesh Assembly Fagu Chauhan sworn as new Bihar Governor
Fagu Chauhan, a six-time member of the Uttar Pradesh Assembly.
He was sworn in as the 29th Governor of Bihar.
He was administered the oath of office by Chief Justice of the Patna High Court
Amreshwar Pratap Shahi.
Fagu Chauhan won the assembly elections in 1996 and 2002.
Mr Chauhan won for the fifth time in May 2007 on the BSP symbol he joined the
BJP and won the assembly election for the sixth time from the same seat in March
2017.
The function took place at the Raj Bhavan.
He replaced Lalji Tandon who has taken charge as the Governor of Madhya
Pradesh.
Chief Minister Nitish Kumar, Deputy Chief Minister Sushil Kumar Modi and
several other leaders were present during the ceremony.

Dinesh Bhatia accredited as the next Ambassador of India to the Republic of
Paraguay
Shri Dinesh Bhatia (IFS batch 1992) ambassador of India to the Republic of
Argentina appointed as the next Ambassador of India to the Republic of Paraguay
in Buenos Aires.
Present Indias envoy to Argentina Sanjiv Ranjan appointed as the next Ambassador
of India to the Republic of Colombia.
Republic of Paraguay
Paraguay is a landlocked country between Argentina, Brazil and Bolivia.
The large swaths of swampland, subtropical forest and chaco, wildernesses
comprising savanna and scrubland.
Capital: Asuncin
Currency: Paraguayan guaran
Republic of Colombia
Colombia officially known as the Republic of Colombia is a sovereign state largely
situated in the northwest of South America, with land and territories in North
America.
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President: Ivn Duque Mrquez Trending
Capital: Bogot

Rajiv Kumar is appointed as the new finance secretary
Rajiv Kumar is appointed as the new finance secretary. The appointment was
approved by the Appointments Committee of Cabinet (ACC). He is to head one
of the key economic policy making divisions of the government the ministry of
finance. He is expected Getting the NBFCs back on their feet is one major thing
that needs to be taken up by the finance secretary.
Rajiv Kumar:
kumar is a 1984-batch IAS officer from Jharkhand cadre. He took over as
the financial services secretary in September, 2017. Kumar participated the
budget making exercise thrice. He initiated and implemented the 59-minute loan
scheme for the MSME sector.
Finance secretary:
The finance secretary is the senior-most bureaucrat among the five department of
the finance ministry namely economic affairs, revenue, expenditure, financial
services and department of investment and public asset management (DIPAM).
Roles and duties:
The function of Kumar and his team of senior bureaucrats is to oversea policies
pertaining to regulators such as the Reserve Bank of India (RBI), Pension Fund
Regulatory and Development Authority (PFRDA) and , Insurance Regulatory
and Development Authority of India (IRDAI).

Hegde Kageri to be the next speaker of Karnataka assembly
Vishweshwar Hegde Kageri, Senior BJP MLA, has been selected to become the
next speaker of Karnataka assembly. He was the only candidate to file his
nomination papers for the post on 30 July. The place fell vacant after K R Ramesh
Kumar quit on 29 July.
Vishweshwar Hegde Kager:
Kageri is a six term MLA from Sirsi. He has also served as the Minister for
Primary and Secondary Education in the BJP Government of Karnataka. He was
elected to the Karnataka assembly from Ankola assembly seat in 1994.
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Mohapatra takes charge as DG of India Meteorological Department
Mrutyunjay Mohapatra, 54, took charge as the Director General (DG) of India
Meteorological Department (IMD), New Delhi. He was appointed as DG by the
Ministry of Personnel on 4 June 2019. He will replace K.J. Ramesh, who headed
the weather department for over three years. IMD is to request the government to
bring new technology for the weather forecasting and provide accurate information
of weather.
Mrutyunjay Mohapatra:
Mohapatra is Odisha-born scientist. He is the first Odia to reach at the top position
in IMD. He has led the effective early warning systems for cyclones, including
Phailin, Hudhud, Vardah, Titli, Sagar, Mekunu and Fani.
India Meteorological Department:
Formed on: 1875
Headquarters: New Delhi
Functions under: Ministry of Earth Sciences
Minister responsible: Dr. Harsh Vardhan
Director General: Mrutyunjay Mohapatra
The IMD is responsible for the weather and climate-related forecasts in the
country. It is also mandated to issue warning to people about severe weather
phenomenon.

Atish Dabholkar is appointed as the new director of Abdus Salam ICTP in
Trieste, Italy
Atish Dabholkar has been appointed as the new director of Abdus Salam
International Centre for Theoretical Physics (ICTP) in Trieste, Italy. He is a
theoretical physicist from India.
Dabholkar will take charge as ICTP director with the rank of Assistant Director
General of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization (UNESCO). He replaces Fernando Quevedo, who has led the
centre since 2009.
Dabholkar is currently the head of ICTPs high energy, cosmology and
astroparticle physics section.In 2014, he joined the centre on secondment from
Sorbonne Universit and the National Center for Scientific Research, where he has
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been a research director since 2007.
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IMPORTANT DAYS
International Tiger Day was observed on 29 July
International Tiger Day was observed on 29 July. The day was first established in
2010 at the Saint Petersburg Tiger Summit held at Russia. In the summit, a
declaration was made that the tiger populated countries would double the tiger
population by 2020.
Aim:
The day aims to raise awareness for the conservation of tiger conservation. It
promotes a worldwide system that aims to protect the national habitats of tigers and
raise public awareness regarding tiger conservation issues.
A study by the World Wildlife Federation (WWF) said that since the beginning
of the 20th century, there are only 3,900 wild tigers left in the world. It also said
that around 95% of the world's wild tiger population has disappeared.
The countries with large number of tiger includes India, Thailand, Bhutan,
Bangladesh, Cambodia, China, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, Nepal,
Russia, and Vietnam.
Tigers in India:
There are 2,967 tigers in India. The major four reasons for the decrease in number
of the tigers in India are:
habitat destruction
man-animal conflict
poaching
diminishing prey base
These factors threaten the future of tigers in India.
Various world wildlife of tigers from totally disappearing from the world. These
organisation also take efforts to improve and increase the number of the tigers.

World Hepatitis Day was observed on 28 July
World Hepatitis Day was observed on 28 July every year. The Day aims to raise
awareness about the disease which causes inflammation of the liver. The day has
been observed since 2010. Study says that the disease claims around 1.4 million
lives every year. In 2004, the Patient groups of European and Middle Eastern
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observed the day as International Hepatitis C Awareness Day. The first World
Hepatitis Day was observed in 2008. It was declared by the World Hepatitis
Alliance. But in May 2010, the World Health Assembly changed the day to 28 July.
A study by the World Health Organization (WHO) said that the second major
killer infectious disease is Hepatitis, first being tuberculosis.
Theme:
The 2019 theme for the day is 'Invest in eliminating hepatitis'. The theme is fixed
by the World Health Organization every year. This year the World Hepatitis Day
was hosted by Pakistan. All the global events related to the day were held in
Islamabad on 27-28 July, 2019.
Hepatitis:
Hepatitis is an inflammatory condition caused by the viral infection caused in
liver. The disease is also caused by the use of drugs, toxins, alcohol. Hepatitis is
preventable and treatable. Nearly 80% of the people who are affected by Hepatitis
still lack prevention, testing, and treatment services. Hepatitis is of A,B,C,D,E
types.

Birth anniversary of Munshi Premchand is celebrated on 31 July
The birth anniversary of Munshi Premchand, a great novelist and storyteller, is
celebrated on 31 July every year. Premchand's stories confront the truth of the
society and underlines the importance of truth, justice and loyalty. His stories
aimed to create awareness among the public about national and social issues.
Munshi Premchand:
Premchand was born on 31st July 1880 in Lamhi Village near Varanasi. Munshi
has written more than 250 short stories, number of essays and novels under the
name Premchand.
Godaan is his last and most popular novel. He wrote it in 1936. Premchand's works
were a reflection of the reality in society tells the problems of the poor and the
urban middle-class.
Premchand had a rationalist approach towards religion. The writer
largely influenced by Mahatma. He brought to light some of the most prominent
problems faced by the country at the time. Premchand was a teacher for many
years and he joined the non-cooperation movement led by Mahatma Gandhi in the
1920. Due to recurring illness, he passed away on October 8, 1936.
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His writings:
Most of his writing are under the topic like corruption, child widowhood,
prostitution, feudal system, poverty, colonialism. His famous writing are
Premashram, Nirmala, Karmabhumi,Rangabhumi, Kafan, Godaan.

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(July 29 - August 4, 2019)

INDEX / LIST
London named worlds best student city in new rankings
London named the worlds best city for students. According to the rankings, Indias
best student city is Bengaluru at 81st. It is followed by Mumbai (85th) and
Delhi at 113 and Chennai at 115. There are a total of 120 cities in the list. This
report is released for the second consecutive year.London beat Tokyo and
Melbourne and came second and third respectively on new worldwide rankings.
The QS Best Student Cities ranking was done by global education consultancy
QSQuacquarelli Symonds. It mainly highlights each citys performance across
different categories. The number of Indians moving to London for higher studies
rose by 20% in 2017-18. They marked an increase from 4,545 in 2016-17 to 5,455
in the fiscal year 2017-18. The numbers are below the mark than could be achieved
considering Indias vast student base. The Top 10 in QS Best Student Cities
Ranking 2019 are listed below.

World Bank data survey says India stands seventh position in the global GDP
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rankings
According to World Bank data survey, India slipped to the 7th position in the
global GDP rankings in 2018. It stands marginally behind UK and France.
Economists suggested that the reason for the fall in GDP is due to currency
fluctuations and a slowdown in economic growth.
GDP:
Gross domestic product (GDP) is the monetary measure on market value of goods
and services in a specific time period annually.
Previous year report:
India-UK, France:
In 2017, India stood on the 6th position with a GDP rate of $2.597 trillion. India
was just ahead of France which has $2.582 trillion. As per earlier data, India was
on the 6th position in 2017, ahead of just France.
UK has an economic growth of 6.81% against a contraction of 0.75% in this
period. The French economy expanded by 7.33% against 4.85%.
India-Japan:
The Survey also said that the Indian economy will overtake Japan by 2025 and
will become third largest in 2025 as India planned to increase its economic size to
$5 trillion by 2024-25. Japans economic size was $4.97 trillion in 2018 which is
higher than Indias by $2.24 trillion.
The list of top 10 countries are given below:
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MacKenzie Bezosis now the worlds third richest woman
Bloomberg report said that MacKenzie Bezosis now the worlds third-richest
woman. MacKenzie is now the ex-wife of Amazon CEO Jeff Bezos.
Also, Forbes billionaire list said that after the divorce, she has become the secondlargest individual shareholder of Amazon and the third wealthiest woman in the
world. Jeff Bezos transferred around 19.7 million Amazon shares to MacKenzie
Bezos during the divorce. This has brought Jeff Bezos' ownership stake in the
company from 16% down to 12%.
Jeff Bezos still remains the richest person on the planet. According to Forbes RealTime Rankings, Jeff Bezos is worth $117.8 billion. Bill Gates, Microsoft cofounder and philanthropist Bill Gates, found wealthier than the second-richest
person.

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(July 29 - August 4, 2019)

VISITS BY PM / PRESIDENT
Indian President Ram Nath Kovind is to visit three nations in the West
African region
Indian President Ram Nath Kovind is to visit three nations in the West African
region. His tour to the countries began on 28 July. He has become the first Indian
head of state to visit West African nation Benin. He will visit the Gambia and
Guinea. Until now, no Indian head of state has yet visited the places. Kovind is
visiting to improve India's ties with the western nations.
Aim:
The President's tour is to recast India's ties with Africa. It aims for a major growth
pole and a major source of resources.
Kovind to visit 3 African Countries:
On 28 July, Kovind started his visit with Benin. It is one of Indias key trading
partners in West Africa.
After visiting Benin, he will be visiting Gambia. New Delhi has extended
several Lines of Credit to Gambia, including $6.7 million in 2006 for a tractor
assembly plant, approximately $27 million for construction of National
Assembly Building Complex.
After that visit, he will be visiting Guinea. In 1960-1980, India was an influential
country in Africa as India supported independence and decolonization in the
continent.
Previous visits:
As India focused on closer ties with developed economies for investments and
technology, Benin's President Boni Yayi visited New Delhi for the third IndiaAfrica Summit in October 2015.
Benins current President Patrice Talon visited India to Attend annual Meeting of
African Development Bank (ADB) held in Ahmedabad in May 2017.
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QUIZ CORNER
1) Union Government to begin fieldwork for ________ Economic Census from
Tripura
A.7th
B.8th
C.6th
D.5th

Answer A
Explanation Union Government to begin fieldwork for 7th Economic Census from Tripura

2) ________ Special Secretary in RAW appointed as New BSF DG
A.Suresh Kumar
B.VK Johri
C.Dinesh Kumar
D.Vikram Sharma

Answer B
Explanation VK Johri Special Secretary in RAW appointed as New BSF DG.

3) Who won German Grand Prix?
A.Michael Schumacher
B.Max Verstappen
C.Kenny Acheson
D.Kurt Adolff

Answer B
Explanation Max Verstappen won German Grand Prix.

4) When TIFF founded

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(July 29 - August 4, 2019)

A.1983
B.1985
C.1976
D.1958

Answer C
Explanation Meryl Streep won the inaugural Tribute Actor award in Toronto International Film
Festival (TIFF). It is the most nominated actor in Academy Award.The actress won the Oscar,
three times.

5) Who is appointed as chairman of the Public Accounts Committee?
A.Suresh Sharma
B.Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury
C.Rajesh Sharma
D.Dinesh Gupta

Answer B
Explanation Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury is appointed as chairman of the Public Accounts
Committee.

6) __________ to acquire Intels smartphone modem business for a transaction
value of $1 billion
A.Samsung
B.Apple
C.Dell
D.HP

Answer B
Explanation Apple to acquire Intels smartphone modem business for a transaction value of $1
billion.

7) Pro Ahaetulla antique, __________ of Vine snake found in the southern
Western Ghats
A.26 million years old
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B.35 million years old
C.39 millions years old
D.45 millions years old

Answer A
Explanation Pro Ahaetulla antique, 26 million years old of Vine snake found in the southern
Western Ghats.

8) Apple to acquire Intels smartphone modem business for a transaction value
of ______
A.$ 1 Billion
B.$ 4 billions
C.$ 8 billions
D.$ 10 billions

Answer A
Explanation Apple to acquire Intels smartphone modem business for a transaction value of $ 1
Billion.

9) Which Grand Prix was won by Max Verstappen ?
A.Canadian Grand Prix
B.Abu Dhabi Grand Prix
C.Bahrain Grand Prix
D.German Grand Prix

Answer D
Explanation Max Verstappen clinched German Grand Prix with Mercedes' Formula One leader
Lewis Hamilton.The extraordinary race of constantly changing fortunes, multiple pitstops and
endless drama, Ferrari's Sebastian Vettel started from last place.

10) Union Government to begin fieldwork for 7th Economic Census from
_________
A.Assam
B.Tripura
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C.Bangladesh
D.Patna

Answer B
Explanation Union Government to begin fieldwork for 7th Economic Census from Tripura.

11) Which year IPS batch does officer VK Johri belongs to?
A.1984
B.1995
C.1968
D.1985

Answer A
Explanation IPS officer VK Johri appointed as the next Director General (DG) The order is
issued by the Appointments Committee of the Cabinet (ACC) that is headed by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and has Home Minister Amit Shah as its member.

12) Which Indian President first visited the West African region namely
Benin, Gambia and Guinea?
A.Zail Singh
B.Ram Nath Kovind
C.V. V. Giri
D.Pratibha Patil

Answer B
Explanation Indian President Ram Nath Kovind is to visit three nations in the West African
region. His tour to the countries began on 28 July. He has become the first Indian head of state to
visit West African nation Benin. He will visit the Gambia and Guinea.

13) Who is the President of Benin?
A.Patrice Talon
B.Adama Barrow
C.Alpha Cond
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D.Cellou Dalein Diallo

Answer A
Explanation Patrice Guillaume Athanase Talon President of Benin since 6 April 2016. He is a
Beninese businessman and politician.

14) Where was the third India-Africa Summit 2015 held?
A.Gambia
B.Porto-Novo
C.Conakry
D.New Delhi

Answer D
Explanation The Third India-Africa Forum Summit (IAFS-III) was held in New Delhi, India
from 2630 October 2015.

15) S Jaipal Reddy who passed away recently was a famous _________.
A.singer
B.author
C.politician
D.businessman

Answer C
Explanation The Congress leader and former Union Minister S Jaipal Reddy, 77, passed away
on July 28. He was suffering from pneumonia.

16) When is the World Hepatitis Day was observed?
A.20 July
B.23 July
C.25 July
D.28 July

Answer D
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Explanation World Hepatitis Day was observed on 28 July every year. The Day aims to raise
awareness about the disease which causes inflammation of the liver.

17) According to WHO, which of the following is the major killer infectious
disease?
A.Hepatitis
B.Tuberculosis
C.Lower Respiratory Infections
D.Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease

Answer B
Explanation World Health Organization (WHO) said that the major killer infectious disease is
tuberculosis which is followed by Hepatitis.

18) What is the theme of 2019 World Hepatitis Day?
A.Kick out hepatitis
B.Hepatitis-Know it, confront it
C.Fight away hepatitis
D.Invest in eliminating hepatitis

Answer D
Explanation World Hepatitis Day was observed on 28 July every year. The 2019 theme for the
day is 'Invest in eliminating hepatitis'. The theme is fixed by the World Health Organization every
year.

19) Which Country hosted the 2019 World Hepatitis Day?
A.India
B.US
C.Pakistan
D.Turkey

Answer C
Explanation World Hepatitis Day was observed on 28 July every year. This year the World
Hepatitis Day was hosted by Pakistan. All the global events related to the day were held in
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Islamabad on 27-28 July, 2019.

20) When was the first World Hepatitis Day observed?
A.2002
B.2008
C.2010
D.2011

Answer B
Explanation The first World Hepatitis Day was observed in 2008. It was declared by the World
Hepatitis Alliance. But in May 2010, the World Health Assembly changed the day to 28 July.

21) Where was the Saint Petersburg Tiger Summit 2010 held?
A.India
B.US
C.UK
D.Russia

Answer D
Explanation In 2010 at the Saint Petersburg Tiger Summit held at Russia. In the summit, a
declaration was made that the tiger populated countries would double the tiger population by
2020.

22) When is the International Tiger Day observed?
A.12 July
B.29 July
C.16 July
D.4 August

Answer B
Explanation International Tiger Day was observed on 29 July. The day aims to raise awareness
for the conservation of tiger conservation. It promotes a worldwide system that aims to protect
the national habitats of tigers and raise public awareness regarding tiger conservation issues.
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23) When was the International Tiger Day first observed?
A.2010
B.2008
C.2006
D.2002

Answer A
Explanation International Tiger Day was observed on 29 July. The day was first established in
2010 at the Saint Petersburg Tiger Summit held at Russia. In the summit, a declaration was made
that the tiger populated countries would double the tiger population by 2020.

24) Which color is introduced for women by the Northeast Frontier Railway
zone?
A.Pink
B.Purple
C.Orange
D.Green

Answer A
Explanation Pink coaches introduced for women by the Northeast Frontier Railway zone

25) Who won Indian Women of Influence award?
A.Surendra Kumar
B.Priya Priyadarshini Jain
C.Vikram Sharma
D.Dinesh Gupta

Answer B
Explanation Priya Priyadarshini Jain won Indian Women of Influence award.

26) Who is sworn as new Bihar Governor
A.D. Y. Patil
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B.Fagu Chauhan
C.Suresh Sharma
D.Satya Pal Malik

Answer B
Explanation Uttar Pradesh Assembly Fagu Chauhan sworn as new Bihar Governor.

27) NITI Aayog partners with _________ to promote women entrepreneurs
A.Twitter
B.Facebook
C.Whatsapp Messenger
D.Instagram

Answer C
Explanation NITI Aayog partners with Whatsapp Messenger to promote women entrepreneurs.

28) _______ gets GI tag for its version of Rasgulla after West Bengal
A.Tamil Nadu
B.Odisha
C.Kerala
D.West Bengal

Answer B
Explanation The Geographical indicator (GI) granted to Odisha for the Odisha rasgulla, more
than two years after West Bengal won its own GI tag for the delectable eastern sweet.The
Chennai-based GI Registry issued a formal certification for the Odisha rasgulla on its website.

29) Which housing finance raises $100 mn from World Bank's IFC
A.PNB Housing Finance
B.HDFC Housing Finance
C.Indiabulls Housing Finance Limited
D.L&T Housing Finance Limited
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Answer A
Explanation India is working with Japan to make key technical changes in the bullet trains that
are expected to run between Mumbai and Ahmedabad from 2023 so that they can handle extreme
heat and high levels of pollution, according to officials familiar with the matter. National HighSpeed Rail Corporation (NHSRCL) is executing the project linking the capitals of Maharashtra
and Gujarat.

30) India and __________ sign MoU on defence co-operation
A.Pakistan
B.Myanmar
C.Indonesia
D.Saudi Arabia

Answer B
Explanation India and Myanmar signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) on defence cooperation. The MoU was signed after talks between the Minister of State for Defence, Shripad
Naik and Myanmar's Commander-in-Chief of Defence Services (CDS), Senior General Min
Aung Hlaing here. Senior General from Myanmar Army the neighbouring country took strong
action against Indian insurgent groups operating on their soil under Operation Sunrise 2.

31) India and ____review progress made in effective implementation of
various CBMs
A.India and
B.Pakistan
C.Indonesia
D.Saudi Arabia

Answer A
Explanation India and China reviewed progress made in the implementation of various
confidence building to maintain peace and tranquility along their common borders in the run-up
to a summit of the leaders of the two countries.

32) PNB Housing Finance raises ________ from World Bank's IFC
A.$ 250 millions
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B.$ 100 millions
C.$ 380 millions
D.$ 650 millions

Answer B
Explanation PNB Housing Finance raises $ 100 millions from World Bank's IFC.

33) Odisha gets GI tag for its version of Rasgulla after __________
A.West bengal
B.TamilNadu
C.Odisha
D.Arunachal Pradesh

Answer A
Explanation Odisha gets GI tag for its version of Rasgulla after West bengal

34) Who partners with whatsapp to promote women entrepreneurs
A.NITI Aayog
B.SIDBI
C.BHEL
D.NTPC

Answer A
Explanation NITI Aayog and Facebook-owned WhatsApp under the aegis of its Women
Entrepreneurship Platform (WEP) announced a partnership to support the growth of a robust
ecosystem to promote women entrepreneurs in India.

35) Fagu Chauhan sworn as ________ Governor
A.Goa
B.Bihar
C.West bengal
D.TamilNadu
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Answer B
Explanation Fagu Chauhan, a six-time member of the Uttar Pradesh Assembly.He was sworn in
as the 29th Governor of Bihar.He was administered the oath of office by Chief Justice of the
Patna High Court Amreshwar Pratap Shahi.Fagu Chauhan won the assembly elections in 1996
and 2002.

36) With which country did India sign MoU to strengthen the defence
cooperation during the visit by Indian Defence Minister Rajnath Singh?
A.Zimbabwe
B.Mozambique
C.Angola
D.Zambia

Answer B
Explanation India and Mozambique signed two Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) at
Maputo, Mozambique during the visit by Indian Defence Minister Rajnath Singh from 28 July to
30 July 2019. This is the first time that an Indian Defence Minister has visited Mozambique.

37) What is the Currency of Mozambique?
A.Mozambican Birr
B.Mozambican Kwacha
C.Mozambican dollar
D.Mozambican metical

Answer D
Explanation The Mozambican Metical is the currency of Mozambique.

38) Pink coaches introduced for women by the _________
A.North West Frontier Railway zone
B.Northeast Frontier Railway zone
C.South East Frontier Railway zone
D.South West Frontier Railway zone

Answer B
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Explanation Indian Railways Northeast Frontier Railway zone started an initiative to bring a
special portion of the SLR coach with pink colour. It is mainly introduced in order to bring
women passengers with better safety and security.This special colour will help the women
passenger to easily identify the coach in rush hours.

39) Who set the new world record in the 400m hurdles womens athletics at the
U.S. Championships athletics?
A.Dalilah Muhammad
B.Emma Coburn
C.Noah Lyles
D.Christian Coleman

Answer A
Explanation American Athlete Dalilah Muhammad set new world record in the 400m hurdles
womens athletics at the U.S. Championships athletics on 28 July. She colcked 52.20sec.

40) Who set the previous world record in the 400m hurdles womens athletics
in 2003?
A.Ameer Webb
B.Emma Coburn
C.Yuliya Pechonkina
D.Dalilah Muhammad

Answer C
Explanation American Athlete Dalilah Muhammad set new world record in the 400m hurdles
womens athletics at the U.S. Championships athletics on 28 July. She colcked 52.20sec. The
previous world record was set at 52.34 sec by Russias Yuliya Pechonkina in 2003.

41) What is currency of Mynamar ?
A.Burmese kyat
B.Thai Bhat
C.Lao Kip
D.Malaysian Riggit
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Answer A
Explanation Burmese kyat is currency of Mynamar.

42) Indian Navy ship _________ was commissioned into the Indian Navy at
Visakhapatnam.
A.LCU L51
B.LCU L53
C.LCU L54
D.LCU L56

Answer D
Explanation Indian Navy ship LCU L56 was commissioned into the Indian Navy at
Visakhapatnam on 29 July. It was commissioned by Vice Admiral Atul Kumar Jain, Eastern
Naval Command. LCU L56 is the sixth ship of the MK IV class ships.

43) The LCU L56 was built by __________.
A.Garden Reach Shipbuilders and Engineers Ltd
B.Hindustan Shipyard Limited
C.Mazagon Dock Limited
D.L&T Shipbuilding Limited

Answer A
Explanation The ship LCU L58 was built by the Garden Reach Shipbuilders and Engineers Ltd
(GRSE), Kolkata. This is the 100th warship built by GRSE.

44) India, Myanmar sign MoU on ______co-operation
A.Industry
B.Defence
C.Business
D.Health

Answer C
Explanation India and Myanmar signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) on defence co-
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operation. The MoU was signed after talks between the Minister of State for Defence, Shripad
Naik and Myanmar's Commander-in-Chief of Defence Services (CDS), Senior General Min
Aung Hlaing here. Senior General from Myanmar Army the neighbouring country took strong
action against Indian insurgent groups operating on their soil under Operation Sunrise 2.

45) Who won the People's Choice Award at the Revere Beach International
Sand Sculpting Festival 2019?
A.Manas Kumar Sahoo
B.Nitish Bharti
C.Kaushik Kumar
D.Sudarsan Pattnaik

Answer D
Explanation Sudarsan Pattnaik, the Indian sand artist and Padma Awardee, has won the People's
Choice Award at the Revere Beach International Sand Sculpting Festival in Boston, US.

46) Where was the Revere Beach International Sand Sculpting Festival 2019
held?
A.Boston, US
B.London, Uk
C.Munich, Germany
D.Montreal, Canada

Answer A
Explanation The Revere Beach International Sand Sculpting Festival 2019 was held in Boston,
US. Sudarsan Pattnaik was awarded the People's Choice Award in the festival for his sand
sculpture 'Stop Plastic Pollution, Save Our Ocean'.

47) What was the sand sculpture of the award winner Sudarsan Pattnaik
about?
A.Deep Sea mission
B.Industrial/Chemical waste in Marine pollution
C.Plastic pollution in Ocean
D.Beauty of nature
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Answer C
Explanation The sand sculpture of Sudarsan Pattnaik who won the People's Choice Award at the
Revere Beach International Sand Sculpting Festival in Boston, US is about 'Stop Plastic
Pollution, Save Our Ocean'. Pattnaik's Sand sculpt was sculpted with a turtle caught in a plastic
bag and a fish with plastic trash such as slippers, bottles and glass inside its body. The tail of the
fish is lead in to the mouth of a human, to signify how plastic pollution in the oceans is adversely
impacting human beings also when they consume sea food.

48) Where was the India-Nepal Logistics Summit 2019 held?
A.New Delhi, India
B.Mumbai, India
C.Pokhara, Nepal
D.Kathmandu, Nepal

Answer D
Explanation India-Nepal Logistics Summit 2019 was held in Kathmandu, Nepal. The summit
was inaugurated by Nepal Prime minister KP.Sharma Oli.

49) What is the theme of the India-Nepal Logistics Summit 2019?
A.Transforming Logistics Landscape
B.Logistics and Fair trade
C.Smart Logistics to go Beyond
D.Borderless logistics and Trade

Answer A
Explanation India-Nepal Logistics Summit 2019 was held in Kathmandu, Nepal. The theme of
the Logistics Summit 2019 was 'Transforming Logistics Landscape'.

50) The India-Nepal Logistics Summit discussion focused delays of cargo from
________ port to ________.
A.Visakhapatnam, Pokhara
B.Visakhapatnam, Kathmandu
C.Kolkata, Kathmandu
D.Kolkata, Pokhara
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Answer C
Explanation The India-Nepal Logistics Summit 2019 focused on discussing the transport delays
of import cargo from Kolkata Port to Kathmandu, delays in rail transport and additional costs in
handling cargo.

51) PM Narendra Modi released the _________, the massive tiger census
which is conducted every four years.
A.Indian Tiger Estimation 2019
B.Indian Wildlife Survey Report 2019
C.All India Tiger Estimation Report 2018
D.Tiger Estimation Report 2018

Answer C
Explanation PM Narendra Modi released the All India Tiger Estimation Report 2018. The
massive tiger census is conducted every four years. India now has 2,967 tigers.

52) How many tigers are there in India according to the All India Tiger
Estimation Report 2018?
A.1,411
B.1,765
C.2,226
D.2,967

Answer D
Explanation PM Narendra Modi released the All India Tiger Estimation Report 2018. The
massive tiger census is conducted every four years. India now has 2,967 tigers. The growth in the
4th cycle of the Tiger Census has been a 33%.

53) Who is the Indian Defence Minister to visit Mozambique and sign MoU to
strengthen the defence cooperation?
A.Manohar Parrikar
B.Arun Jaitley
C.Nirmala Sitharaman

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(July 29 - August 4, 2019)

D.Rajnath Singh

Answer D
Explanation India and Mozambique signed two Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) at
Maputo, Mozambique during the visit by Indian Defence Minister Rajnath Singh from 28 July to
30 July 2019. This is the first time that an Indian Defence Minister has visited Mozambique. It
agreement aims to strengthen the defence cooperation on 29 July.

54) How many lakhs did Reserve Bank of India on Mobikwik, Hip Bar for
violating norms
A.25 lakhs
B.30 lakhs
C.26 lakhs
D.35 lakhs

Answer A
Explanation The Reserve Bank of India imposed a total penalty of around Rs 25 lakh on two
online payment solutions providers One Mobikwik Systems and Hip Bar.

55) Central government aims to achieve 100% digitization of waqf properties
in _______
A.200 days
B.50days
C.100 days
D.150 days

Answer C
Explanation Union Minister of Minority Affairs, Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi examined center
government set a target to achieve 100% Digitization of Waqf properties across the country in its
1st 100 days. The conference is held at the National Conference of State and Union Territories
Waqf Boards organized by the Central Wakf Council, held in New Delhi.

56) Which country topped Asia In Dell Global Women Entrepreneur Cities
Index 2019
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A.Singapore
B.Indonesia
C.Pakistan
D.Saudi Arabia

Answer A
Explanation According to the latest Women Entrepreneur Cities Index 2019, sponsored by Dell
and conducted by London-based global information provider, IHS Markit, The Singapore tops in
Asian city ranked at 21st position.

57) ________opens 1000-year-old Shawala Teja Singh temple in Punjab for
worship after 72 years
A.Pakistan
B.Saudi Arabia
C.Indonesia
D.India

Answer A
Explanation Pakistan opens 1000-year-old Shawala Teja Singh temple in Punjab for worship
after 72 years.

58) Which network overtakes Vodafone-Idea network and became India's
Largest Telecom Operator
A.Reliance Jio
B.BSNL
C.Airtel
D.Tata DoCoMo

Answer A
Explanation Reliance Jio overtook Vodafone-Idea to become India's leading telecom operator.
While the monthly subscriber report from the Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI).

59) Who took oath as West Bengal Governor?
A.Suresh Sharma
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B.Jagdeep Dhankar
C.Dinesh Kumar
D.Vikram Sharma

Answer B
Explanation Jagdeep Dhankhar a former Lok Sabha Member of Parliament (MP) from
Jhunjhunu, Rajasthan. He is a supreme court lawyer sworn in as the 28th governor of West
Bengal.

60) _______ girl won gold medal in World Deaf Youth Badminton
Championship
A.Tamil Nadu
B.Kerala
C.Andhra Pradesh
D.Bihar

Answer A
Explanation Tamil Nadu girl Jerlin Anika won the gold medal in the World Deaf Youth
Badminton Championships.The competition is held in Taipei last week.

61) Indian Federation of Sports Gaming appoints __________as ombudsman
A.Justice Suresh Kumar
B.Justice A.K. Sikri
C.Justice Dinesh Sharma
D.Justice Vignesh Kumar

Answer B
Explanation Indian Federation of Sports Gaming appoints Justice A.K. Sikri as ombudsman.

62) _____ launches Cyber Defence Center in Romania
A.Cognizant
B.Infosys
C.HP
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D.TCS

Answer B
Explanation Infosys announced the launch of its state-of-the-art Cyber Defence Center in
Bucharest, Romania.The Defence Center is an expansion of services delivered through Infosys
Digital Innovation Center which opened in Bucharest.

63) Tamil Nadu girl won _____in World Deaf Youth Badminton
Championship
A.Bronze
B.Gold
C.Silver
D.None of These

Answer A
Explanation Tamil Nadu girl Jerlin Anika won the gold medal in the World Deaf Youth
Badminton Championships.The competition is held in Taipei last week.

64) Jagdeep Dhankar takes oath as _________Governor
A.Bihar
B.West Bengal
C.Tamil Nadu
D.Kerala

Answer B
Explanation Jagdeep Dhankhar a former Lok Sabha Member of Parliament (MP) from
Jhunjhunu, Rajasthan. He is a supreme court lawyer sworn in as the 28th governor of West
Bengal.

65) Pakistan opens _____-year-old Shawala Teja Singh temple in Punjab for
worship after 72 years
A.250
B.1000
C.380
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D.460

Answer B
Explanation Pakistan opened a 1,000-year-old Hindu temple in eastern city Sialkot for

66) Which Indian City got listed in Dell Global Women Entrepreneur Cities
Index 2019
A.Bengaluru
B.Chennai
C.Hyderabad
D.Mumbai

Answer A
Explanation According to the latest Women Entrepreneur Cities Index 2019, sponsored by Dell
and conducted by London-based global information provider, IHS Markit, The Singapore tops in
Asian city ranked at 21st position.

67) Infosys launches Cyber Defence Center in _________
A.Romania
B.Indonesia
C.New York
D.Russia

Answer A
Explanation Infosys announced the launch of its state-of-the-art Cyber Defence Center in
Bucharest, Romania.The Defence Center is an expansion of services delivered through Infosys
Digital Innovation Center which opened in Bucharest.

68) Which Bill provides a jail term to a Muslim man for the crime that
prohibits divorce by pronouncing talaq thrice in one go?
A.Muslim Women Marriage Protection Bill, 2019
B.Muslim Women Protection of Rights on Marriage (Amendment) Bill, 2019
C.Muslim Women Marriage Protection Bill, 2018
D.Muslim Women (Protection of Rights on Marriage) Bill, 2019
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Answer D
Explanation The Rajya Sabha passed the triple talaq Muslim Women (Protection of Rights on
Marriage) Bill, 2019. The bill makes the declaration of triple talaq means the police can arrest an
accused without a warrant. It is the government's attempt to protect the rights of married Muslim
women.

69) Central government aims to achieve ________ digitization of waqf
properties in 100 days
A.85%
B.100%
C.95%
D.65%

Answer B
Explanation Union Minister of Minority Affairs, Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi examined center
government set a target to achieve 100% Digitization of Waqf properties across the country in its
1st 100 days. The conference is held at the National Conference of State and Union Territories
Waqf Boards organized by the Central Wakf Council, held in New Delhi. The award was around
8 mutawalli under the Qaumi Waqf Board Taraqiati Scheme for better management of waqf
properties. Geographic Information System (GIS)/ Global Positioning System(GPS) mapping is
being used on a war footing with the help of IIT Roorkee and the Aligarh Muslim University to
achieve the target.

70) Which Bill was passed to curb the ponzi schemes?
A.Banning of Unregulated Deposit Schemes Bill, 2019
B.Banning of Unregulated Deposit Schemes Bill, 2018
C.Ponzi Deposit Schemes Bill, 2018
D.Ponzi Deposit Schemes Bill, 2019

Answer A
Explanation The Rajya Sabha has passed the Banning of Unregulated Deposit Schemes Bill,
2019. The Bill aims to introduce a mechanism that will curb the ponzi schemes. It will protect the
interest of depositors.
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71) When was the Ordinance for the Banning of Unregulated Deposit Schemes
Bill passed?
A.December 2018
B.March 2019
C.February 2019
D.November 2018

Answer C
Explanation The Rajya Sabha has passed the Banning of Unregulated Deposit Schemes Bill,
2019. The Bill aims to introduce a mechanism that will curb the ponzi schemes. The Bill will now
replaced the Ordinance promulgated on February 21, 2019.

72) What is the theme of the 22nd National Conference on e-Governance
2019?
A.Digital India: Success to Excellence
B.e-governance-A successful way to digitize India
C.Digital Transformation
D.Digitalization: Start up India, Standup India

Answer A
Explanation The Centre is to organize the 22nd National Conference on e-Governance 2019 on
8-9th August, 2019 at Shillong, Meghalaya. The Theme of the 22nd National e-Governance
Conference is Digital India: Success to Excellence.

73) The National Conference on e-Governance 2019 will is to be held at
__________.
A.Assam
B.Meghalaya
C.Arunachal Pradesh
D.Tripura

Answer B
Explanation The Centre is to organize the 22nd National Conference on e-Governance 2019 on
8-9th August, 2019 at Shillong, Meghalaya. The Conference will be co-ordinated by the
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Department of Administrative Reforms & Public Grievances (DARPG) with Ministry of
Electronics & Information Technology (MeitY), Government of India and the State Government
of Meghalaya.

74) The Centre is to conduct __________ National Conference on eGovernance 2019.
A.20th
B.21st
C.22nd
D.23rd

Answer C
Explanation The Centre is to organize the 22nd National Conference on e-Governance 2019 on
8-9th August, 2019 at Shillong, Meghalaya. The Conference will be co-ordinated by the
Department of Administrative Reforms & Public Grievances (DARPG) with Ministry of
Electronics & Information Technology (MeitY), Government of India and the State Government
of Meghalaya.

75) When was the Non-Cooperation Movement started?
A.1916
B.1917
C.1919
D.1920

Answer D
Explanation On 1 August 1920, Non-Cooperation Movement was announced formally. It was
organized by Mohandas (Mahatma) Gandhi, to induce the British government of India to grant
self-government, or swaraj, to India. It was an unsuccessful attempt. It was held between
1920-1922.

76) India celebrated the birth anniversary of Munshi Premchand on 31 July.
Who is he?
A.Novelist
B.Singer
C.Politician
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D.National leader

Answer A
Explanation The birth anniversary of Munshi Premchand, a great novelist and storyteller, is
celebrated on 31 July every year. Premchand's stories confront the truth of the society and
underlines the importance of truth, justice and loyalty. His stories aimed to create awareness
among the public about national and social issues.

77) Who is the author of the famous book Godaan?
A.Mah Laqa Bai
B.Padmanath Gohain Baruah
C.Munshi Premchand
D.Cornelia Sorabji

Answer C
Explanation Munshi Premchand is the author of the famous book Godaan.Godaan is his last and
most popular novel. He wrote it in 1936.

78) When did Munshi Premchand, a great novelist and storyteller, born?
A.26 June 1896
B.31 July 1880
C.31 July 1885
D.15 August 1890

Answer B
Explanation Premchand was born on 31st July 1880 in Lamhi Village near Varanasi. Munshi has
written more than 250 short stories, number of essays and novels under the name Premchand.

79) ___________ developed a Smart agricopter to eliminate manual spraying
of pesticides in agricultural fields.
A.AIIMS Researchers
B.IIT-Kharagpur
C.IIT-Madras
D.IIT-Kanpur
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Answer C
Explanation Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) Madras have developed a Smart agricopter.
The innovation aims to eliminate manual spraying of pesticides in agricultural fields.

80) What is the cost estimated for the Smart agricopter to eliminate manual
spraying of pesticides in agricultural fields?
A.Rs 5.1 lakh
B.Rs 8.2 lakh
C.Rs 2 lakh
D.Rs 3 lakh

Answer A
Explanation Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) Madras have developed a Smart agricopter.
The Cost estimation of the agricopter is to be around Rs 5.1 lakh.

81) _________ Bill will provides clarity about preference to secured lenders
over operational creditors.
A.Insolvency and Lenders Code Bill, 2018
B.Lenders and Creditors Code Bill, 2019
C.Lenders and Creditors Code (Amendment) Bill, 2019
D.Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code (Amendment) Bill, 2019

Answer D
Explanation The Rajya Sabha approved the amendments to the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code
(IBC). Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code (Amendment) Bill, 2019 provides clarity about
preference to secured lenders over operational creditors.

82) Justice A.K.Sikri was recently appointed as a judge in the _______
International Commercial Court.
A.Malaysia
B.Singapore
C.UAE
D.China
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Answer C
Explanation Justice A.K. Sikri served as a former judge of the Supreme Court of India and was
recently appointed as a judge in the Singapore International Commercial Court.

83) Who administers the oath of office to the governor of State?
A.President
B.Prime Minister
C.CM of the State
D.Chief Justice of High Court

Answer D
Explanation Chief Justice of High Court or in his absence senior most Judge of that court
administers the oath of office to the governor of State.

84) Which country named worlds best student city in new rankings?
A.Afghanistan
B.China
C.London
D.Angola

Answer C
Explanation London named the worlds best city for students. According to the rankings, Indias
best student city is Bengaluru at 81st. It is followed by Mumbai (85th) and Delhi at 113 and
Chennai at 115.

85) Who is appointed as the next ambassador of India to the Republic of
Paraguay
A.Vikram Sharma
B.Dinesh Bhatia
C.Sudhakar Sharma
D.Vignesh Kumar

Answer B
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Explanation Shri Dinesh Bhatia (IFS batch 1992) ambassador of India to the Republic of
Argentina appointed as the next Ambassador of India to the Republic of Paraguay in Buenos
Aires.

86) Who becomes first cricketer to reach 1000 runs, 100 wickets in T20
A.Megan Schutt
B.Ellyse Perry
C.Rachel Haynes
D.Beth Mooney

Answer B
Explanation Australia all-rounder Ellyse Perry became the first cricketer to reach the rare
milestone of scoring 1000 runs. She took 100 wickets in the T20 format. Perry (47 not out) and
captain Meg Lanning (43 not out) to guide Australia to a seven-wicket win against England in the
second T20 of the Women's Ashes tour.

87) Who is honoured with Entrepreneur of the Year Award 2019?
A.Vikram Sharma
B.Ruhan Rajput
C.Suresh Sharma
D.Vignesh Kumar

Answer B
Explanation Ruhan Rajput co-founder and Director of Einfolge Technologies Pvt Ltd was
awarded the prestigious Entrepreneur Award 2019. The event was held at the JW Marriot Hotel,
New Delhi.

88) Who becomes the first IAF pilot to complete wingsuit skydive jump?
A.Rakesh Kumar
B.Tarun Chaudhri
C.Suresh Kumar
D.Dinesh Gupta

Answer B
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Explanation Tarun Chaudhri becomes the first IAF pilot to complete wingsuit skydive jump.

89) India signs deal to acquire R-27 Missiles from _________
A.Indonesia
B.Russia
C.Saudi Arabia
D.Ireland

Answer B
Explanation ndia signed a deal worth Rs 1500 crore to buy R-27 air-to-air missiles from
Russia.The main objective of this deal is to boost the capabilities of Indian Air Force (IAF) R-27
air-to-air missiles will be equipped on the Su-30MKI fighter jets.

90) Government aims to enrol __________ workers under PM pension scheme
A.380 millions
B.150 million
C.180 millions
D.250 millions

Answer B
Explanation Government aims to enrol 150 million workers under PM pension scheme.

91) _________signs deal to acquire R-27 Missiles from Russia
A.India
B.Pakistan
C.Indonesia
D.Saudi Arabia

Answer A
Explanation India signs deal to acquire R-27 Missiles from Russia.

92) ______ project secures Hyderabad's water supply for the future
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A.Malkajgiri Project
B.Kaleeswaram
C.Walamatri
D.Kaleshwaram Project

Answer D
Explanation Hyderabad is facing any such issues in the foreseeable future even if there is low
rainfall, all thanks to the Telangana governments massive 80,190 crore Kaleshwaram lift
irrigation project launched in June.

93) How many parcel hubs are present in the new small finance banks of
Indian Postal Office
A.560
B.190
C.250
D.380

Answer B
Explanation There are 190 parcel hubs in the new small finance banks of Indian Postal office.

94) Ruhan Rajput honoured with Entrepreneur of the Year Award _____
A.2022
B.2020
C.2019
D.2025

Answer C
Explanation Ruhan Rajput honoured with Entrepreneur of the Year Award 2019.

95) Australia Ellyse Perry becomes first cricketer to reach 1000 runs, _____
wickets in T20
A.98
B.85
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C.90
D.100

Answer D
Explanation Australia Ellyse Perry becomes first cricketer to reach 1000 runs, 100 wickets in
T20.

96) Dinesh Bhatia accredited as the next Ambassador of _______to the
Republic of Paraguay
A.Pakistan
B.India
C.Iran
D.Iraq

Answer B
Explanation Dinesh Bhatia accredited as the next Ambassador of India to the Republic of
Paraguay.

97) India signs deal to acquire ________ Missiles from Russia
A.R- 27
B.F - 28
C.A - 26
D.B - 28

Answer A
Explanation India signs deal to acquire R- 27

98) Australia Ellyse Perry becomes ____cricketer to reach 1000 runs, 100
wickets in T20
A.fourth
B.first
C.second
D.fifth
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Answer B
Explanation Australia all-rounder Ellyse Perry became the first cricketer to reach the rare
milestone of scoring 1000 runs. She took 100 wickets in the T20 format.

99) Who is to become the next speaker of Karnataka assembly?
A.Vishweshwar Hegde Kageri
B.K R Ramesh Kumar
C.B S Yediyurappa
D.Govind Karjol

Answer A
Explanation Vishweshwar Hegde Kageri, Senior BJP MLA, has been selected to become the
next speaker of Karnataka assembly. He was the only candidate to file his nomination papers for
the post on 30 July.

100) Who was the former speaker, who quit his positionon 29 July, of
Karnataka assembly?
A.K R Ramesh Kumar
B.Jagadish Shettar
C.K S Eshwarappa
D.S Suresh Kumar

Answer A
Explanation K. Ramappa Ramesh Kumar is a Former speaker of Karnataka Legislative
Assembly. He announced his resignation on 29 July.

101) The Union Cabinet approved the setting up of the ISRO Technical
Liaison Unit (ITLU) in _________.
A.US
B.UK
C.Russia
D.China
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Answer C
Explanation The Union Cabinet approved the setting up of ISRO Technical Liaison Unit (ITLU)
in Moscow. The move comes as the India Space Research Organisation's (ISRO) cooperation
with Russia on the Gaganyaan project, India's human space mission programme. The process has
been planned to be completed within six months from the date of approval.

102) What is the cost estimated for the setting up of ISRO Technical Liaison
Unit (ITLU) per annum?
A.Rs.1 crore
B.Rs.1.5 crore
C.Rs.2 crore
D.Rs.2.5 crore

Answer B
Explanation The Union Cabinet approved the setting up of ISRO Technical Liaison Unit (ITLU)
in Moscow. The move comes as the India Space Research Organisation's (ISRO) cooperation
with Russia on the Gaganyaan project, India's human space mission programme. The cost
estimated for the project is about Rs.1.5 crore per annum. It is expected to be incurred at ISRO
Technical Liaison Unit (ITLU) towards salary, office expenses, rent and taxes etc.

103) The setting up of ISRO Technical Liaison Unit (ITLU) in Moscow is
ISRO's __________ project.
A.NISAR
B.Rohini
C.Mangalyaan HUman space program
D.Gaganyaan

Answer D
Explanation The Union Cabinet approved the setting up of ISRO Technical Liaison Unit (ITLU)
in Moscow. The move comes as the India Space Research Organisation's (ISRO) cooperation
with Russia on the Gaganyaan project, India's human space mission programme.

104) IAF also launched a new 3D mobile-based video game named _________.
A.IAF-Thrive hard
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B.Indian Air Force: A Cut Above
C.Indian Air Force Mission
D.Air City Mission

Answer B
Explanation IAF launched a new 3D mobile-based video game 'Indian Air Force: A Cut Above'
based on the missions of the force. It was launched by Air Chief Marshal B S Dhanoa.

105) Indian Air Force launched an IAF's facilitation-cum-publicity pavilion in
________.
A.Mumbai
B.Kolkata
C.Delhi
D.Hyderabad

Answer C
Explanation The Indian Air Force launched an IAF's facilitation-cum-publicity pavilion in Delhi.
It was inaugurated by Union HRD Minister Ramesh Pokhriyal on 31 July. It has a flight
simulator.

106) Who is appointed as the new finance secretary?
A.Zafar Saifullah
B.Vishnu Sahay
C.S. S. Khera
D.Rajiv Kumar

Answer D
Explanation Rajiv Kumar is appointed as the new finance secretary. The appointment was
approved by the Appointments Committee of Cabinet (ACC). He is to head one of the key
economic policy making divisions of the government the ministry of finance. He is expected
Getting the NBFCs back on their feet is one major thing that needs to be taken up by the finance
secretary.

107) Who is appointed as the interim chairman of Cafe Coffee Day Enterprises
Ltd.?
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A.VG Siddhartha
B.Nitin Bagmane
C.SV Ranganath
D.Ram Mohan

Answer C
Explanation Cafe Coffee Day Enterprises Ltd appointed SV Ranganath as interim chairman after
the sudden death of its founder VG Siddhartha.

108) Who is appointed as the interim chief operating officer (COO) of Cafe
Coffee Day Enterprises Ltd.?
A.Nitin Bagmane
B.Ram Mohan
C.Cyril Amarchand
D.SV Ranganath

Answer A
Explanation Coffee Day also named Nitin Bagmane as interim chief operating officer (COO)
approval by the board.

109) India and UK launch clean air initiative in ___________
A.Bengaluru
B.Chennai
C.Mumbai
D.Pune

Answer A
Explanation India and UK launch clean air initiative in Bengaluru.

110) Indian tourists exempted from visa fees by ___________ govt
A.Saudi Arbaia
B.Sri Lanka
C.Indonesia
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D.Pakistan

Answer B
Explanation India is among 48 countries whose citizens have been exempted from visa fees for
tourism purposes It is done by the Sri Lankan government.The decision was announced during a
media conference in Colombo. The tourism minister John Amaratunga said visa fees ranged from
20 to 40 US dollars, will not be charged for grant of one month visa for tourism.

111) Which life insurance partners with Mobikwik to offer miniature
insurance
A.Bharti AXA Life Insurance
B.Max Life Insurance
C.Edelweiss Tokio Life Insurance
D.Bajaj Allianz Life Insurance

Answer C
Explanation Edelweiss Tokio Life Insurance partners with Mobikwik to offer miniature
insurance.

112) Who assumed Charge as Secretary Textiles?
A.Ravi Capoor
B.Suresh Kumar
C.Vikram Sharma
D.Dinesh Gupta

Answer A
Explanation Ravi Capoor assumes Charge as Secretary Textiles.

113) What is the target year for the Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana (PMAY)
scheme?
A.2020
B.2021
C.2022
D.2024
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Answer C
Explanation The scheme was proposed since October 2018. Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana
(PMAY) is an initiative by Government of India in which affordable housing will be provided to
the urban poor with a target of building 20 million affordable houses by 31 March 2022.

114) PRAGATI platform is a __________ based, multi-modal platform for ProActive Governance and Timely Implementation.
A.Information and communications technology (ICT)
B.Information of Things (IoT)
C.Informative Digital technology (IDT)
D.None of these

Answer A
Explanation Prime Minister Narendra Modi headed the 30th PRAGATI platform interaction.
PRAGATI is the Information and communications technology (ICT)- based, multi-modal
platform for Pro-Active Governance and Timely Implementation. This is the first PRAGATI
interaction of the new government.

115) Prime Minister Narendra Modi headed the ________ PRAGATI platform
interaction.
A.25th
B.26th
C.28th
D.30th

Answer D
Explanation Prime Minister Narendra Modi headed the 30th PRAGATI platform interaction.
PRAGATI is the Information and communications technology (ICT)- based, multi-modal
platform for Pro-Active Governance and Timely Implementation.

116) India is expected to become Open Defecation Free (ODF) by ________.
A.15 August 2019
B.20 August 2019
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C.2 October 2019
D.16 October 2019

Answer C
Explanation Upon the successful implementation of Swachh Bharat Mission (SBM), rural India
is to become Open Defecation Free (ODF) by 2 October, 2019.

117) What is the duration of the Swachh Bharat Mission (SBM)?
A.2014-2019
B.2015-2018
C.2015-2019
D.2013-2019

Answer A
Explanation Swachh Bharat Abhiyan or Swachh Bharat Mission is a nation-wide campaign in
India for the period 2014 to 2019 that aims to clean up the streets, roads and infrastructure of
India's cities, towns, and rural areas.

118) Upon RBI's relaxation for ECB norms, the ECB can be raised with a
minimum average maturity period of ________.
A.3 years
B.5 years
C.7 years
D.10 years

Answer C
Explanation The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has further relaxed the norms related to external
commercial borrowing (ECB). Borrowers are allowed to raise ECBs with a minimum average
maturity period of 7 years for repayment of rupee loans that can be availed domestically for
capital expenditure.

119) RBI has relaxed the norms related to ECB. What does ECB stand for?
A.Electronic Cash Borrowing
B.External Commercial Borrowing
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C.Exchequer Compliance Bank rate
D.Enhanced Cheque Borrower

Answer B
Explanation The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has further relaxed the norms related to external
commercial borrowing (ECB). It loosened the end-use restrictions with regard to working capital,
general corporate purpose and repayment of rupee loans. The move comes after RBI received
feedback from stakeholders.

120) India Meteorological Department functions under __________.
A.Ministry of Weather forecast
B.Ministry of Earth Sciences
C.Ministry of Research and Development
D.Ministry of Disaster Management

Answer B
Explanation India Meteorological Department was established on 1875. IT functions under
Ministry of Earth Sciences.

121) When was the India Meteorological Department established?
A.1875
B.1888
C.1885
D.1900

Answer A
Explanation India Meteorological Department was established on 1875. The IMD is responsible
for the weather and climate-related forecasts in the country. It is also mandated to issue warning
to people about severe weather phenomenon.

122) Where is the headquarters of India Meteorological Department located?
A.Kolkata
B.Mumbai
C.Hyderabad
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D.New Delhi

Answer D
Explanation The headquarters of India Meteorological Department located at New Delhi. It was
established on 1875. The IMD is responsible for the weather and climate-related forecasts in the
country. It is also mandated to issue warning to people about severe weather phenomenon.

123) Who is the Minister of of Earth Sciences?
A.S Jaishankar
B.Harsh Vardhan
C.Mahendra Nath Pandey
D.Arvind Sawant

Answer B
Explanation Harsh Vardhan is the incumbent minister at Ministry of Science & Technology,
Ministry of Health and Family Welfare and Ministry of Earth Sciences in the BJP-led NDA
government of Prime Minister Narendra Modi. He represents Chandni Chowk in Delhi as a
Member of Parliament in the 17th Lok Sabha.

124) Mrutyunjay Mohapatra replaced __________ as the Director General
(DG) of India Meteorological Department (IMD).
A.Rajendra Kumar
B.K S Hosalar
C.K N Mohan
D.K.J. Ramesh

Answer D
Explanation Mrutyunjay Mohapatra, 54, took charge as the Director General (DG) of India
Meteorological Department (IMD). He will replace K.J. Ramesh, who headed the weather
department for over three years.

125) Who took charge as the Director General (DG) of India Meteorological
Department (IMD)?
A.K.J. Ramesh
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B.Devandra Pradhan
C.Mrutyunjay Mohapatra
D.D Attri

Answer C
Explanation Mrutyunjay Mohapatra, 54, took charge as the Director General (DG) of India
Meteorological Department (IMD), New Delhi. He was appointed as DG by the Ministry of
Personnel on 4 June 2019.

126) Who is the Minister of Finance in the 17th Lok Sabha assembly?
A.Nirmala Sitharaman
B.Piyush Goyal
C.Dr. Harshvardhan
D.Prakash Javadekar

Answer A
Explanation Nirmala Sitharaman is currently serving as the Minister of Finance and Minister of
Corporate Affairs. She is a member of the Rajya Sabha, upper house of the Indian Parliament,
since 2014.

127) __________ of Ministry of Finance plans to conduct Indias first national
Time Release Study (TRS).
A.Department of Expenditure
B.Department of Economic Affairs
C.Department of Disinvestment
D.Department of Revenue

Answer D
Explanation The Department of Revenue, Ministry of Finance plans to conduct Indias first
national Time Release Study (TRS) between 1st and 7th August, 2019. The study is a part of the
department's strategic commitment to improve the global trade.

128) Who is to advocate the Indias first national Time Release Study (TRS) to
improve the global trade?
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A.World Trade Organisation
B.World Customs Organization
C.World External Trade Institution
D.Global Trade Organisation

Answer B
Explanation The Department of Revenue, Ministry of Finance plans to conduct Indias first
national Time Release Study (TRS) between 1st and 7th August, 2019. It is advocated by the
World Customs Organization.

129) Motor Vehicles (Amendment) Bill, 2019 has been passed by __________,
as on 31 July 2019.
A.Lok Sabha
B.Rajya Sabha
C.A and B
D.Supreme Court

Answer C
Explanation Rajya Sabha passed the Motor Vehicles (Amendment) Bill, 2019 with 108 votes in
favour and 13 against it. The amendment aims to improve road safety, enhance the penalty for
traffic violations, facilitate citizens in dealing with transport departments and curb corruption.
The Bill was passed in Lok Sabha on 23 July.

130) The Motor Vehicles (Amendment) Bill, 2019 provides a _________ to
eliminate acquisition of fake driving licences.
A.mechanical driving test
B.computerised driving test
C.personal driving test
D.None of these

Answer B
Explanation Rajya Sabha passed the Motor Vehicles (Amendment) Bill, 2019 with 108 votes in
favour and 13 against it. It provides a computerised driving test to eliminate acquisition of fake
driving licences.

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(July 29 - August 4, 2019)

131) Along with which country did India launch the Innovating for Clean Air
(IfCA)?
A.Germany
B.Korea
C.Japan
D.UK

Answer D
Explanation Innovating for Clean Air (IfCA), a two-year UK-India joint initiative providing
Indian and UK stakeholders opportunities to test interventions related to air quality and EV
integration.

132) Sri Lankan government exempted visa fees for tourism purposes for
________ countries.
A.25
B.36
C.48
D.52

Answer C
Explanation India is among 48 countries whose citizens have been exempted from visa fees for
tourism purposes It is done by the Sri Lankan government. The decision was announced during a
media conference in Colombo.

133) Which Country initiated the global coalition to protect pollinators?
A.Sweden
B.Denmark
C.India
D.Netherlands

Answer D
Explanation The initiative to form a coalition was taken by the Netherlands on December 12,
2016 at the Conference of the PartiesConvention of Biological Diversity held in Mexico.
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134) When was the global coalition to protect pollinators established?
A.2014
B.2016
C.2015
D.2017

Answer B
Explanation The initiative to form a coalition was taken by the Netherlands on December 12,
2016 at the Conference of the PartiesConvention of Biological Diversity held in Mexico.

135) Which of the following Country becomes fourth African nation to join
global coalition to protect pollinators?
A.Nigeria
B.Kenya
C.Morocco
D.Algeria

Answer A
Explanation Nigeria becomes fourth African nation to join global coalition to protect pollinators.
It is managed by the United Nations Development Programme.

136) Which Country was the first Country to become the member of global
coalition to protect pollinators?
A.Ghana
B.Senegal
C.Burundi
D.Morocco

Answer D
Explanation The initiative to form a coalition was taken by the Netherlands on December 12,
2016. Morocco became a member of this group.

137) Who is the Minister of Department for Promotion of Industry and
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Internal Trade, Minister of Commerce and Industry?
A.Piyush Goyal
B.Dr. Mahendra Nath Pandey
C.Arvind Sawant
D.Giriraj Singh

Answer A
Explanation Piyush Ved Prakash Goyal is the current minister of Ministry of Railways and
Commerce and Industry in the Government of India. He was elevated to Cabinet Minister
position on 3 September 2017.

138) Who is appointed as the Secretary of Department for Promotion of
Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT)?
A.Guruprasad Mohapatra
B.Amitabh Prasad
C.Chetan Aggarwal
D.T. Hanumantha Rao

Answer A
Explanation Dr. Guruprasad Mohapatra, an Indian Administrative Service (IAS) Officer of 1986
batch charge of the office of Secretary, Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade
(DPI).

139) Which state got top in court infrastructure facilities according to Think
Tank Report
A.Bihar
B.Delhi
C.TamilNadu
D.West Bengal

Answer B
Explanation Delhi got top in court infrastructure facilities according to Think Tank Report.
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140) Nagar kirtan from Pakistan reaches ________for the first time since
Partition
A.Saudi Arabia
B.India
C.Indonesia
D.South Africa

Answer B
Explanation Nagar kirtan from Pakistan reaches Indiafor the first time since Partition.

141) __________ allows Bank of China to offer regular banking services in
India
A.Central Bank
B.Reserve Bank of India
C.Asian Development Bank
D.World Bank

Answer B
Explanation Reserve Bank of India allows Bank of China to offer regular banking services in
India.

142) _______ launches awareness campaign Save Green, Stay Clean
A.Bihar
B.West Bengal
C.Kerala
D.Tamil Nadu

Answer B
Explanation West Bengal government launched an awareness campaign named Save Green,
Stay Clean for preserving the greenery and keeping the environment clean in the state. The
campaign launched State Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee in Kolkata.

143) ______ appoints Cognizants Debashis Chatterjee as new CEO
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A.Mindtree
B.Cognizant
C.TCS
D.Ashok Leyland

Answer A
Explanation Mindtree appointed S.N. Subrahmanyan as its non-executive vice-chairman.
Subrahmanyan currently serves as L&T groups managing director and CEO. Chatterjee
Cognizants global leader for digital systems and technology practice will be the first person
outside Mindtrees seven-member founding team to be appointed as the chief executive officer.

144) CRISIL cuts India's GDP growth to _______ for FY20 on weak monsoon
rains, muted corporate results
A.14.5%
B.6.9 %
C.10.5%
D.12.5

Answer B
Explanation Credit rating agency CRISIL lowered Gross Domestic Product (GDP) growth
forecast for India by 20 basis points to 6.9 percent for this fiscal citing weak monsoon and
slowing global growth.

145) Indiabulls Housing Finance to buy back bonds worth up to _____
A.50 millions
B.65 millions
C.75 millions
D.80 millions

Answer A
Explanation Indiabulls Housing Finance to buy back bonds worth up to 50 millions.

146) ______ residents want to rename 'Pakistan Wali Gali'
A.Noida
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B.Uttar Pradesh
C.Himachal Pradesh
D.Bihar

Answer A
Explanation Noida residents want to rename 'Pakistan Wali Gali'.

147) Who launched Mobile Library Buses procured by Delhi?
A.Shri Suresh Kumar
B.Shri Prahlad Singh Pate
C.Shri Dinesh Gupta
D.Shri Vivek Kumar

Answer B
Explanation Shri Prahlad Singh Patel launches Mobile Library Buses procured by Delhi.

148) Shri Prahlad Singh Patel launches Mobile Library Buses procured by
__________
A.Chennai
B.New Delhi
C.Mumbai
D.Hyderabad

Answer B
Explanation Shri Prahlad Singh Patel launches Mobile Library Buses procured by New Delhi.

149) The US has announced that is to impose _________ tariff on Chinese
imports on 1 September 2019?
A.10%
B.12%
C.15%
D.18%
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Answer A
Explanation President Donald Trump has announced that the US will impose an additional 10
percent tariff on 300 billion US Dollars in Chinese imports from 1 September. The prolonged
trade war has now started to affect the oil demand.

150) Who are eligible for the One Nation One Ration Card scheme?
A.Beneficiaries under Family Welfare Act
B.Beneficiaries under Economically Weaker Section Act
C.Beneficiaries under 103rd Constitutional Amendment Act
D.Beneficiaries under National Food Security Act

Answer D
Explanation Government has launched the One Nation-One Ration Card scheme in Telangana,
Andhra Pradesh, Maharashtra and Gujarat. The Beneficiaries under the NFSA (National Food
Security Act) are be eligible for the scheme. More than 56 lakh beneficiaries are covered under
the NFSA.

151) In which States has the One Nation One Ration Card scheme been
launched?
A.Telangana, Andhra Pradesh
B.Maharashtra, Gujarat
C.Maharashtra, Odisha
D.A and B

Answer D
Explanation Government has launched the One Nation-One Ration Card scheme in Telangana,
Andhra Pradesh, Maharashtra and Gujarat. The scheme aims to boost to national food security.

152) For the implementation of the One Nation One Ration Card scheme,
Centre has formed State Apex Committee under the chairmanship of
___________.
A.Governor
B.Chief Justice of High Court
C.Chief Secretary
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D.Chief Minister

Answer C
Explanation For the implementation of the One Nation One Ration Card scheme, the Centre has
formed the State Apex Committee under the chairmanship of the Chief Secretary of the State and
the State Project e-Mission Team.

153) ______ confirms another test of rocket launcher system
A.Saudi Arabia
B.North Korea
C.Pakistan
D.Indonesia

Answer B
Explanation North Korea confirms another test of rocket launcher system.

154) To avail the One Nation One Ration Card scheme, the beneficiaries
should link their ________ with the ration card.
A.PAN
B.Aadhaar card
C.EWS card
D.Income certificate

Answer B
Explanation Under the One Nation One Ration Card scheme, the families who have food
security cards can buy subsidized rice and wheat from any ration shop in these states. In order to
avail the service the ration cards should be linked with Aadhar number.

155) GST collection in the month of July surpassed the _______ mark in July
2019.
A.Rs.1 lakh crore
B.Rs.1.5 lakh crore
C.Rs.2 lakh crore
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D.Rs.5 lakh crore

Answer A
Explanation GST collection in July surpassed the Rs.1 lakh crore mark after a slump in the June
month. Centre's data reported that the total disposal under Goods and Services Tax (GST) was
reported to be Rs.1.02 lakh crore in July 2019.

156) What does IGST stand for?
A.Imported Goods and Services Tax
B.Integrated Goods and Services Tax
C.Intra State Goods and Services Tax
D.Influential Goods and Services Tax

Answer B
Explanation IGST stands for Integrated Goods and Services Tax. IGST falls under Integrated
Goods and Service Tax Act 2016. IGST is charged when movement of goods and services from
one state to another.

157) Which Bill will allow Centre and State to designate individuals as
terrorists and seize his properties?
A.Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Bill 2018
B.Terrorist Activities Prevention Bill 2018
C.Terrorist Activities Prevention (Amendment) Bill 2019
D.Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Amendment Bill 2019

Answer D
Explanation The Rajya Sabha passed the contentious the Unlawful Activities (Prevention)
Amendment Bill, 2019. The Bill will now empower the Centre and state to designate individuals
as terrorists and seize his properties.

158) The UAPA Bill empowers the _______ of National Investigation Agency
(NIA) to grant approval of seizure when the case is investigated by the agency.
A.Chairman
B.President
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C.Director-General
D.Chief Commissioner

Answer C
Explanation Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Amendment Bill 2019 facilitates power to the
Director-General of the National Investigation Agency (NIA) to grant approval of seizure or
attachment of property when the case is investigated by the agency.

159) Recent study says that the shape of the Milkyway galaxy might be
_______ and not flat.
A.geoid
B.wrinkled
C.warped
D.hemisphere

Answer C
Explanation Researchers from the University of Warsaw released the most detailed threedimensional map of the Milky Way. It has revealed that the Milkyway galaxy is not a flat disc but
has a warped shape like a fascinator hat or a vinyl record that has been left in the sun.

160) Who is awarded the 2019 Ramon Magsaysay Award?
A.Ravish Kumar
B.Angkhana Neelapaijit
C.Raymundo Pujante
D.All the above

Answer D
Explanation NDTV journalist Ravish Kumar was awarded the 2019 Ramon Magsaysay Award.
Along with Ravish Kumar, four other winners were also honoured. The awardees are Ko Swe
Win from Myanmar, Angkhana Neelapaijit from Thailand, Raymundo Pujante Cayabyab from
Philippines, Kim Jong-Ki from South Korea.

161) Which award is referred as the Asian version of the Nobel Prize?
A.Social Entrepreneur of the Year
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B.Ramon Magsaysay Award
C.Nelson Mandela Award
D.The Rising Star Award

Answer B
Explanation The Ramon Magsaysay Award recognizes the greatness of spirit and transformative
leadership in Asia. It is the highest honour given to Asian individuals and organisations. The
award is often referred to as the Asian version of the Nobel Prize.

162) When was the Ramon Magsaysay Award was established?
A.1945
B.1962
C.1957
D.1975

Answer C
Explanation The Ramon Magsaysay Award was established in April 1957. It is awarded every
year. The was instituted to continue the former Philippine President Ramon Magsaysay's example
of integrity, courage in servicing the people, community leadership.

163) Which Bill aims to provide a uniform safety procedures for the specified
5,600 dams in the country?
A.Dam damage Prevention Bill
B.Dam Safety Bill
C.Flood prevention and Dam management Bill
D.Disaster Management Bill

Answer B
Explanation The Lok Sabha passed the Dam Safety Bill, 2019. The Bill aims to provide a
uniform safety procedures for the specified 5,600 dams in the country. It will also enhance the
security of citizens. The introduction of the Bill will not take away the rights of the States.

164) Who will be the regulatory body according to the Dam Safety Bill 2019?
A.National Dam Safety Authority
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B.Indian Dam Safety Agency
C.Dam Safety Bureau
D.Department of Dam Safety Authority

Answer A
Explanation The Dam Safety Bill will institute the National Dam Safety Authority as a
regulatory body. The regulator will implement the policy, guidelines, and standards on dam
safety in the country.It also entails the setting up of State committee on dam safety and State Dam
Safety Organisation. It will be manned by officers from the field dam safety.

165) What are the countries participated in the INF treaty?
A.US, Japan
B.Russia, Korea
C.US, Russia
D.Russia, Japan

Answer C
Explanation The countries participate in the INF treaty are the US and Russia. The agreement
prohibits both the countries from fielding ground-launched cruise missiles that could fly between
310 and 3,400 miles.

166) Which of the following is the nuclear treaty signed between the US and
Russia?
A.INF treaty
B.JCPOA treat
C.OPEC Treaty
D.P5+1 Treaty

Answer A
Explanation Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces Treaty (INF) is a Nuclear disarmament type of
agreement signed between the US and Russia. The agreements was signed by the U.S. President
Ronald Reagan and Mikhail Gorbachev, the Soviet General Secretary.

167) Which Country officially announced its withdrawal from the
Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces Treaty?
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A.Russia
B.US
C.Japan
D.None

Answer B
Explanation The US has officially withdrawn from the Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces
Treaty (INF) treaty with Russia. The US accused Russia of violating the INF treaty's agreement
in recent years. The withdrawal announcement was made by the US President Donald Trump.

168) BIS to set up Pashmina testing centre in ________
A.Bhopal
B.Leh
C.Ranchi
D.Andhra Pradesh

Answer B
Explanation BIS to set up Pashmina testing centre inLeh.

169) UGC recommends ____ educational centres for status of Institutions of
Eminence
A.26
B.20
C.18
D.25

Answer B
Explanation UGC recommends 20 educational centres for status of Institutions of Eminence.

170) ________ to buy back bonds worth up to $50 mn
A.State Bank of India Home Finance
B.Indiabulls Housing Finance
C.ICICI Home Finance Company
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D.PNB Housing Finance Limited

Answer B
Explanation Indiabulls Housing Finance to buy back bonds worth up to $50 mn.

171) World Bank data survey says India stands ________ position in the global
GDP rankings
A.6th
B.8th
C.7th
D.9th

Answer C
Explanation World Bank data survey says India stands7th position in the global GDP rankings.

172) ________ launches Mobile Library Buses procured by Delhi
A.Shri Prahlad Singh Patel
B.Shri Vignesh Kumar
C.Shri Rajesh Sharma
D.Shri Rajesh Kumar

Answer A
Explanation Shri Prahlad Singh Patel launches Mobile Library Buses procured by Delhi.

173) ___________confirms another test of rocket launcher system
A.Indonesia
B.North Korea
C.Pakistan
D.South Korea

Answer B
Explanation North Korea confirms another test of rocket launcher system.
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174) _______residents want to rename 'Pakistan Wali Gali'
A.Bihar
B.Noida
C.Uttar Pradesh
D.Himachal Pradesh

Answer B
Explanation Noida residents want to rename 'Pakistan Wali Gali'

175) MacKenzie Bezosis now the worlds ______richest woman
A.6th
B.3rd
C.5th
D.7th

Answer B
Explanation MacKenzie Bezosis now the worlds third richest woman

176) _________ government plans to create a protected marine area in the
country's Arctic region.
A.Finland
B.Iceland
C.Canada
D.United States

Answer C
Explanation Canadagovernment plans to create a protected marine area in the country's Arctic
region. The move is after a severe climate change that took effect three times faster than global
average weather.

177) Who is the World's third richest woman in the world as per the
Bloomberg report?
A.Alice Walton
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B.Susanne Klatten
C.MacKenzie Bezos
D.Yang Huiyan

Answer C
Explanation Bloomberg report said that MacKenzie Bezosis now the worlds third-richest
woman. MacKenzie is now the ex-wife of Amazon CEO Jeff Bezos.

178) According to Forbes Real-Time Rankings, who is the richest man in the
world?
A.Bill Gates
B.Jeff Bezos
C.Bernard Arnault
D.Warren Buffett

Answer B
Explanation According to Forbes Real-Time Rankings, Jeff Bezos is worth $117.8 billion. Bill
Gates, Microsoft co-founder and philanthropist Bill Gates, found wealthier than the secondrichest person.

179) According to World Bank data survey, India stands _________ position in
the global GDP rankings in 2018.
A.7th
B.8th
C.5th
D.6th

Answer A
Explanation According to World Bank data survey, India slipped to the 7th position in the global
GDP rankings in 2018. It stands marginally behind UK and France.

180) Which country ranked first in the World Bank data survey's global GDP
rankings in 2018?
A.China
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B.UK
C.US
D.France

Answer C
Explanation US ranked first in the World Bank data survey's global GDP rankings in 2018. It
was followed by China, Japan and Germany.

181) Which rank did secure in the World Bank data survey's global GDP
rankings in 2017?
A.4th
B.5th
C.6th
D.7th

Answer C
Explanation According to World Bank data survey, India slipped to the 7th position from the 6th
in the global GDP rankings in 2018. It stands marginally behind UK and France. Economists
suggested that the reason for the fall in GDP is due to currency fluctuations and a slowdown in
economic growth.

182) Who was crowned MISS ENGLAND 2019?
A.Alisha Cowie
B.Bhasha Mukherjee
C.Stephanie Hill
D.Natasha Hemmings

Answer B
Explanation Bhasha Mukherjee, an Indian-origin doctor, has been crowned MISS ENGLAND
on Miss England competition in London. The event was held from 31 July to 1 August. The
winners bagged over GBP 30,000 worth of prizes, which include a luxury holiday to Mauritius.

183) Who was crowned MISS ENGLAND 2018?
A.Carina Tyrrell
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B.Elizabeth Grant
C.Kirsty Heslewood
D.Alisha Cowie

Answer D
Explanation Alisha Cowie is an English model and beauty pageant titleholder who was crowned
Miss England 2018. She represented England at the Miss World 2018 pageant.

184) India has set a target to achieve an all-electric vehicle fleet by ________.
A.2025
B.2030
C.2032
D.2024

Answer B
Explanation India has set a target to achieve an all-electric vehicle fleet by 2030. The Union
Ministry of Mines has already directed three state-owned companies to aggressively look for
reserves of lithium and cobalt mines.

185) Which of the following country have the the best reserves of lithium and
cobalt in the world?
A.Argentina
B.Bolivia
C.Chile
D.All the above

Answer D
Explanation Argentina, Bolivia and Chile are the countries which have the best reserves of
lithium and cobalt in the world.

186) Indian Army has employed electric cars (E-cars) for the use of
Government officials in _________.
A.Kolkata
B.Shimla
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C.Delhi
D.Mumbai

Answer C
Explanation The Indian Army has launched an ecological initiative by employing electric cars (Ecars) for the use of Government officials in Delhi. E-cars initiative was launched by the Army in
partnership with Energy Efficiency Services Limited (EESL) under the Ministry of Power.

187) Which Company has played a vital role in providing e-vehicles to various
Government agencies?
A.Tata Motors
B.EESL
C.Essar Steel
D.Mahindra

Answer B
Explanation Electric vehicle technology is an alternative to combat air pollution and to reduce
carbon emission footprint. The EESL has played a vital role in providing these e-vehicles to
various Government agencies. Several other Indian automobile manufacturers including Tata
Motors and Mahindra have also taken the initiative in manufacturing Electric Cars.

188) What are the 2 new TB vaccines ICMR introduced for TB treatment?
A.Isoniazid and Rifampin
B.Ethambutol and Pyrazinamide
C.Etha-250 and Rifmp-200
D.VPM 1002 and Immuvac

Answer D
Explanation The Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) launched a trial for two new TB
vaccines. This is Indias first large-scale trial. The two new TB vaccines that are introduced by
ICMR are Immuvac manufactured by Cadila Pharmaceuticals and VPM 1002 manufactured by
Institute of India, Pune.

189) Which Country has the highest TB incidences of the world?
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A.China
B.India
C.Africa
D.Greece

Answer B
Explanation Data from Ministry of Health and Family Welfares Central TB division said that
around 27% of the worlds TB incidences are from India. It has marked the highest share at a
global level.

190) In 2017, the Centre vowed to eliminate TB by the year ________.
A.2020
B.2022
C.2024
D.2025

Answer D
Explanation In 2017, the Centre vowed to eliminate TB by the year 2025. Data from Ministry of
Health and Family Welfares Central TB division said that the TB incidence in India has touched
almost 2.8 million every year along with drug-resistant TB incidence at 1,47,000 annually.

191) Which of the following TB vaccine has been used for a 100 years to treat
TB?
A.Bacille Calmette-Guerin
B.Isoniazid
C.Rifampin
D.Pyrazinamide

Answer A
Explanation Bacillus CalmetteGurin vaccine is a vaccine primarily used against tuberculosis. It
is a 100 years old medicine.

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(July 29 - August 4, 2019)

USEFUL LINKS
IBPS RRB Office Assistant Prelims 2019 Online Mock Test Series
RRB NTPC 2019 Online Mock Test Series
IBPS RRB Officer Scale I PRELIMS Online Mock Test Series

ALL THE BEST FOR YOUR EXAMS!!!

DON'T MISS THESE OTHER USEFUL PDFS

February 2019 Current
Affairs

March 2019 Current
Affairs

April 2019 Current
Affairs

May 2019 Current
Affairs

June 2019 Current
Affairs

July 2019 Current Affairs

Fresherslive provides current affairs for
competitive exams like UPSC, PSC,
IAS, RRB, IBPS PO Clerk, SBI, RBI,
SSC, PSU, and so on.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

