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BUSINESS & ECONOMY
Launch of DGFT Trade Facilitation Mobile App
The Minister of Commerce and Industry launched the Director-General of Foreign
Trade Facilitation mobile app on April 12, 2021.
Highlights:
The application has been launched to increase the efficiency of importers and
exporters.
The new application provides all services such as those provided by DGFT,
tracking the IEC product portfolio-IEC, applications, authorizations and other
functions. Make and track help requests in real time, and share trade and
announcements.
The app will provide real-time trade policy updates, notifications, apps, status
alerts and real-time data.
It will also enable exporters and importers to explore EXIM (import and export)
data, policies and statistics item by item. In addition, it will provide 247 assistance
based on artificial intelligence and all services of DGFT.
The app was developed by Tata Consultancy Services (TCS) in accordance with
the instructions of DGFT.
The application will be available on Android and iOS platforms. The app can be
downloaded from the DGFT website.
Director-General of Foreign Trade: DGFT was established in 1991, when the
government's LGP (liberalization, globalization, privatization) policy began to be
implemented. Prior to 1991, DGFT was appointed as the chief importer and
exporter (CCI&E). The bureau is headquartered in New Delhi and has 38 regional
offices throughout the country.

Financing For HGCO19 - A mRNA Vaccine
An extra government financing has been gotten by India's mRNA-based Covid-19
immunization applicant HGCO19 for its clinical investigations. This financing has
been granted under the 'Mission Covid Suraksha'.
About HGCO19 :
HGCO19, the novel mRNA Vaccine up-and-comer has been created by Pune-based
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biotechnology organization Genova Biopharmaceuticals Ltd. along with HDT
Biotech Corporation, USA. it's as of now exhibited security, immunogenicity,
balance neutralizer action inside the rat and non-human primate models. For Phase
1/2 clinical preliminaries for its immunization competitor HGCO19, Gennova has
started the enrolment of volunteers. one among the upside of mRNA antibody is
that they're viewed as protected because of non-irresistible, non-coordinating in
nature, and corrupted by standard cell systems. They're likewise exceptionally
effectual and mRNA immunizations are completely manufactured.
Mission Covid Suraksha is India's focused on exertion to empower the occasion of
native, moderate and open antibodies for the country. it's driven by the Department
of Biotechnology and carried out by an over the top Mission Implementation Unit
at Biotechnology Industry Research Assistance Council (BIRAC).

Flipkart to Acquire ClearTrip
Flipkart announced the acquisition of Cleartrip. Cleartrip is a leading online
technology and travel company.
Highlights:
Cleartrip was established in 2006. The company book train and plane tickets, hotel
reservations and other events in India and the Middle East. There are offices in
Saudi Arabia, United Arab Emirates, India and Egypt.
Flipkart is an e-commerce company located in Bangalore, India. Flipkart initially
focused on selling books. Flipkart is the main competitor of Amazon and
Snapdeal's subsidiaries in India.
As of 2017, Flipkart has 39. 5% market share in the Indian e-commerce industry
and has taken a leading position in the apparel sector through the acquisition of
Myntra.
Today, it is described as neck and neck with Amazon Flipkart, which also owns
Phonepe. In 2018, Wal-Mart acquired a 77% controlling stake in Flipkart.
Flipkart was founded by two persons namely Sachin Bansal and Binny Bansal.
They are alumni of IIT Delhi and former employees of Amazon.
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INTERNATIONAL
World Energy Transitions Outlook - 1.5C Pathway
The International Renewable Energy Agency (IRENA) released the "World Energy
Transition Outlook" report.
Highlights:
The report proposes an energy conversion solution for the narrow path that can be
used to control the temperature rise to 1.5 degrees Celsius.
The COVID-19 crisis provides countries with unexpected opportunities to
decouple the economies of the country from fossil fuels and accelerate the shift to
renewable energy.
It is estimated that by 2050, renewable energy will meet 90% of total electricity
demand, followed by natural gas, and the rest will come from nuclear energy.
The agency has identified 30 innovations for integrating wind energy and solar
photovoltaic into the power system.
International Renewable Energy Agency is an intergovernmental organization. Its
mission is to promote cooperation and promote the adoption and sustainable use of
renewable energy. Its founded in 2009. Its regulations came into effect in 2010.
Headquarters of IRENA is in Masdar City, Abu Dhabi. IRENA is an official
observer of the UN

UAE Names First Female Astronaut
Noura al Matroushi was named the first female astronaut in the UAE (United Arab
Emirates).
Highlights:
Noura al-Matroushi was selected as the first female astronaut in the UAE from
4,000 other applicants. She will be trained on NASA's future space exploration
missions. Noura will travel with Mohammed al-Mulla. Both astronauts will receive
training at NASA's Johnson Space Center in Houston, Texas.
Noura was born in 1993. She holds a bachelor's degree in mechanical engineering
from UAE University. She is currently working as an engineer for the National
Petroleum Construction Company. She served as the vice chairman of the
company's youth council. Noura is also a member of the American Society of
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Mechanical Engineers.
The UAE will not have any manned missions in the near future. However, the
country plans to send an unmanned space mission to the moon in 2024. In addition,
the UAE also launched the "Amal Satellite" to Mars in 2020.
In 2019, Hazza al-Mansoori was the first astronaut to enter space in the UAE. He
stayed on the International Space Station for eight days.
Noura was the first Arab woman to enter space. The first Muslim woman to enter
space was Anousheh Raissyan. She was also the first Iranian woman to enter space.
She is an Iranian-American telecom entrepreneur. In 2006, she went to the
International Space Station as a self-financing tourist worth 20 million U.S. dollars.

USA Carries Out Freedom of Navigation Operation in the Indian EEZ
India protested the US decision to patrol the Indian Exclusive Economic Zone
(EEZ) in the western part of the Indian Ocean.
Highlights:
The U.S. Navy announced that its battleship John Paul Jones has conducted
freedom of navigation operations in India's exclusive economic zone, adding that
its operations "challenge" what the U.S. calls India's "excessive maritime
requirements" ".
The ship claimed the right and freedom of navigation about 130 nautical miles
west of the Lakshadweep Islands in India's exclusive economic zone without India's
prior consent.
The Indian government's position on the United Nations Convention on the Law of
the Sea (UNCLOS) is that the convention does not authorize other countries to
conduct military exercises or exercises in the exclusive economic zone and
continental shelf, especially those military exercises or exercises. Without the
consent of the coastal state, Involves the use of weapons or explosives.
Although India ratified the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea in
1995, the United States has not yet done so.

Bilateral Collaboration of India and Denmark
India and Denmark work together to cooperate globally through the Atal Innovation
Mission (AIM), and work together to address world-class innovative solutions to
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water challenges and sustainable development goals.
Highlights:
The Atal Innovation Group (under NITI Aayog) and the Danish Embassy in India
announced their cooperation.
Under this partnership, the Danish Innovation Center of India will work with AIM
to support various current and future plans of AIM, NITI Aayog and its
beneficiaries in India, and develop a global innovative green economy partnership
that achieves SDG goals.
The purpose of the cooperation is to work together to promote innovation and
entrepreneurship among aspiring entrepreneurs.
The partnership will be implemented through the Danish Innovation Center
(ICDK) under the auspices of the Danish Embassy.
AIM-ICDK should also explore various areas of cooperation, such as AIM-Danish
student innovation exchange and co-innovation development, hosting India-Danish
innovation challenges, promoting cooperation and exchanges between start-ups and
incubators, and promoting start-ups in the following ways Corporate and
entrepreneurial activities and competitions: the networks and channels of both
parties.
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INDIAN AFFAIRS
Online Dispute Resolution Handbook - NITI Aayog
NITI Aayog will publish an online dispute resolution manual. This is an invitation
to business leaders to adopt online dispute resolution solutions.
Highlights:
The manual emphasizes the need for companies to adopt online dispute resolution
mechanisms. According to the manual, online dispute resolution (ODR) is the
resolution of disputes outside the court. This is mainly used to solve small and
medium-sized cases using digital technology. Online dispute resolution uses
alternative dispute resolution (ADR) technologies such as mediation, negotiation
and arbitration.
The United Nations International Law Commission adopted the "UNCITRAL
Mediation Rules" in 1980 and the "Model Law on International Commercial
Arbitration" in 1985.
The United Nations recommends the use of the "Model Law" and the rules to
resolve disputes arising in international commercial relations. The 1996 Arbitration
and Settlement Act. The law incorporates a number of uniform principles for
UNCITRAL to resolve disputes in turn.
Alternative dispute resolution is an alternative to court resolution. However, it has
recently become expensive. On the other hand, online dispute resolution is cheap.
The availability of arbitrators in alternative dispute resolution is insufficient. The
online dispute resolution mechanism also solves this problem because searching for
arbitrators online is simple and fast.
ODR is a process of using digital technology to resolve disputes outside the court.
It combines the technology of alternative dispute resolution mechanisms. However,
both ODR and ADR are committed to achieving the same goal.
Online dispute resolution in India is still in its infancy. With the rapid development
of the Indian e-commerce industry, the number of disputes related to online
transactions has increased at a faster rate. The Ministry of Consumer Affairs has
launched an online consumer dispute resolution platform to resolve this issue.

COVID Vaccine Drive - Tika Utsav
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi called on the chief ministers of all countries to
organize Tika Utsav. Tika Utsav is a vaccine festival. The event will be held from
April 11, 2021 to April 14, 2021.
Highlights:
The main purpose of the festival is to vaccinate as many people as possible. It will
also focus on a zero-waste COVID-19 vaccine.
Currently, the three states are receiving the largest number of COVID-19 doses.
They are Maharashtra, Rajasthan and Gujarat.
COVAXIN and COVISHIELD are the two main COVID-19 vaccines currently in
use in India.
So far, India has shipped 64 million vaccine doses to 84 countries/regions in the
Caribbean, Africa and Asia. The main recipients of the COVID-19 vaccine in India
are Mexico, Canada and Brazil.
According to the vaccination plan, the Indian government plans to cover 250
million people in the high priority category by July 2021.
COVAXIN is a government-supported vaccine produced by Bharat Biotech. The
effective rate is 81%. More than 27,000 participants participated in the Phase III
trial of the COVAXIN vaccine. Take COVAXIN in two divided doses. The time
interval between doses is four weeks. COVAXIN is made from dead COVID-19
virus.
The COVISHIELD vaccine is produced by Astra Zeneca. Locally, COVISHIELD
is produced by the Serum Institute of India. It is made from a weakened version of
a common virus from chimpanzees (called adenovirus). The virus has been
modified to be more like the COVID-19 virus. It is given in two doses.
Unlike several other COVID-19 vaccines, COVAXIN and COVISHIELD can be
stored at 2 to 8 degrees Celsius. Other COVID-19 vaccines (such as the Moderna
vaccine) must be stored at minus 70 degrees Celsius and can only be moved a
limited number of times. As the summer temperature in India reaches 50 degrees
Celsius, it is extremely challenging to administer such vaccines in India.

Implementation Plan For School Education - SARTHAQ
The Minister of Education issued an indicative and recommended implementation
plan for school education, called SARTHAQ.
Highlights:

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(April 12 - April 18, 2021)

In order to achieve the goal of NEP2020 and assist the states/UT to carry out this
work, the overall progress of students and teachers is carried out through quality
education or SARTHAQ.
The plan aims to provide comprehensive development for primary and secondary
school students.
It will also establish a safe, secure, inclusive and conducive learning environment
for students and teachers.
The main focus is to define activities in a way that clearly describes goals, results
and timetables, that is, it links NEP recommendations with 297 tasks and
responsible agencies, timetables and 304 outputs of these tasks.

INS Sarvekshak On A Deployment To Mauritius
The hydrographic survey ship INS Sarvekshak is being deployed to Mauritius to
conduct joint hydrographic surveys with its counterparts in Mauritius.
Highlights:
During the deployment process, Mauritian personnel will also be trained in
advanced hydrological equipment and practices. The ship began to conduct
hydrological surveys on the "deep sea area of Port Louis".
INS Sarvekshak is a professional survey ship, equipped with the most advanced
survey equipment, such as deep sea multi-beam echo sounder, side scan sonar and
fully automatic digital measurement and processing system.
In addition, the ship is also equipped with an integrated Chetak helicopter, which
will be widely deployed during the investigation.
In the past few years, INS Sarvekshak has conducted various foreign cooperation
investigations in Mauritius, Seychelles, Tanzania and Kenya.

Views of SC on Religious Conversions
The Supreme Court said that people were free to choose their religion and were
strongly criticized in the petition, claiming that large-scale religious conversions
have taken place across the country.
Highlights:
SC - Under the Constitution, people have the right to believe in, practice and
spread religion.
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Article 25: It gives the basic right to freely believe, practice and spread religion
under the premise of public order, morality and health.
Everyone is the ultimate judge of his/her chosen religion or life partner. The court
cannot rule on a person's religious beliefs or life partner's choice. Religious beliefs
are part of the basic right to privacy.
The Constitutional Court's decision earlier advocated maintaining the inviolability
of the right to privacy, equating it with the right to life, dignity, and freedom.

Basic Savings Account in Post Offices
The Ministry of Finance recently notified the changes to the postal savings account
plan for 2019. The Ministry of Finance has notified that beneficiaries of
government welfare programs can open basic savings bank accounts at any post
office in the country.
Highlights:
You can open an account in the Indian Post Payment Bank or a predetermined
commercial bank. The deposit required to open the account is zero.
The account should be opened by the beneficiary of any government benefit plan.
The account should also be opened by the beneficiary of the minor. However,
minors must appoint a guardian.
Basic savings accounts opened under the 1981 post office savings account rules are
not included in the new notice.
The account opened under Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana is a basic savings
account. So far, 422,000 such accounts have been opened. They currently have a
balance of 14.5 crore rupees.
The post office savings account is also a basic savings account. Its minimum
account opening amount is 500 rupees. The minimum deposit is 10 rupees and
there is no maximum deposit limit.
The post office savings account is also a basic savings account. Its minimum
account opening amount is 500 rupees. The minimum deposit is 10 rupees and
there is no maximum deposit limit.

Launch of India Energy Dashboards NITI Aayog
The Indian Energy Dashboard (IED) is dedicated to accessing the country's energy
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data through a single window.
Highlights:
The energy data released/provided by the Central Electricity Bureau, the Coal
Control Organization and the Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas are
summarized in the dashboard.
NITI Aayog released version 1.0 in 2017.
Features of version 2.0 include: Provides time series data from the 2005-06 fiscal
year to the 2019-20 fiscal year. The data can be easily downloaded into a
convenient spreadsheet format in a more concise and intuitive way. It also provides
annual frequency data. API link data from Saubhagya, UJALA, PRAAPTI and
Vidyut PRAVAH have been merged into the portal. A "Feedback and Suggestion"
forum has been established for the participation of the energy data user community.
There is a semi-automated workflow/issue tracking system for managing regular
updates to the IED.
The portal is free and public, and no login credentials are required to access the
data.

Launch of Aahaar Kranti Mission
Aahaar Kranti Mission was launched by the Ministry of Health to spread the
awareness about balanced diet.
Highlights:
The Purpose of the mission is to spread information on the need for a balanced and
nutritious diet, and to understand the importance of obtaining all local fruits and
vegetables.
It is launched by Vijnana Bharati (Vibha) and Global Forum of Indian Scientists
and Technologists (GIST) The Motto is Good Diet-good cognition.
It aims to solve the problem of hunger and a large number of diseases. Pravasi
Bharatiya Academic and Scientific Sampark (Prabhaas) of the Council of Scientific
and Industrial Research (CSIR) cooperates with various ministries and agencies of
the central and state governments.
It focuses on Training teachers, who, in turn, will pass on the message to the
multitudes of students, and through them to their families and finally the society at
large. Such a strategy was adopted for the eradication of Polio and it turned out to
be a grand success.
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The year 2021 declared as International Year of Fruits and Vegetables

Foundation Day - Centre for Development of Advanced Computing
On the occasion of the 34th anniversary, three innovative technologies were
launched-Cyber Security Operations Center (CSoC) services and C-DAC's local
high-performance computing software solutions-Parallel Development
Environment (ParaDE) and Automatic Parallel Compiler (CAPC) By C-DAC.
Highlights:
Govt's chief scientific adviser additionally designated another application-based
system called MANAS, the Mental Health and Normal Emotion Enhancement
System. India.
MANAS is a comprehensive, scalable, and nationwide digital health platform that
aims to enhance the mental health of Indian citizens, and aims to "reach the
unreached" through the "Digital India" project.
C-DAC is the primary Research&Development organization of the Ministry of
Electronics and Information Technology (MeitY), dedicated to R&D in IT,
electronics & related fields.
The establishment of C-DAC in 1988 was itself a supercomputer built under the
background that the United States refused to import supercomputers. C-DAC has a
corporate office in Pune, and has centres in several Indian cities.

Digital Repository on Nutrition Information Poshan Gyan
NITI Aayog as of launched Poshan Gyan alongside the Bill and Melinda Gates
Foundation and the Center for Social and Behavior Change, Ashoka University.
Poshan Gyan is a National Digital Repository on wellbeing and sustenance.
Highlights:
Poshan Gyan is essentially an online asset for any individual working in
nourishment area. It is likewise available for any individual looking for data to
improve wholesome results.
It holds correspondence materials that were made by government offices and other
formative associations. The correspondence materials are accessible in various
dialects and for various objective crowd.
The materials held by Poshan Gyan cover wide scope of themes like correlative
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taking care of, antenatal consideration, juvenile wellbeing, weakness avoidance,
diet variety, and so on
In Global Hunger Index, 2020, India positioned 94th out of 107 nations. This says
that India is experiencing genuine craving issues. Additionally, in India, just a 10th
of youngsters somewhere in the range of 6 and 23 months are taken care of with
least adequate eating routine.

Himachal Day is on 15th April
Every year, the Himachal Pradesh state celebrates Himachal Day on April 15 to
commemorate the creation of Himachal Pradesh.
Highlights:
On April 15, 1948, Himachal Pradesh used to be fashioned as the province to be
administered Chief Commissioner. Later, it was once made a C class kingdom on
January 25, 1950. The 1950 Constitution wonderful three essential types of states.
They were as follows:
Part A states: They had been the former provinces of British India. They were
ruled with the aid of the governors appointed with the aid of the president. Nine
states belonged to this category. They had been Bihar, Bombay, Assam, Madhya
Pradesh, Orissa, Madras, Punjab, West Bengal and Uttar Pradesh.
Part B states: These were the former princely states. They were governed by means
of Rajpramukh. The device of Rajpramukh existed in India between 1947 and
1956. The Rajpramukh was appointed by the Indian President. This part includes
Jammu and Kashmir, Hyderabad, Mysore, Madhya Pradesh, East Punjab States
Union, Rajasthan, Saurashtra and Travancore.
Part C states: These states covered both the former chief commissioners' provinces
and the princely states. Part C states had been Bhopal, Ajmer, Bilaspur, Delhi,
Coorg, Cutch, Himachal Pradesh, Tripura and Vindhya Pradesh.
Till 1956, Himachal Pradesh was a C class state. In 1956, it was once declared as a
Union Territory. Later in 1970, Parliament handed the Himachal Pradesh Act.
Since then, Himachal Pradesh got here into existence as a full-fledged state. The
reputable focus of Himachal Pradesh as a country used to be provided on January
25, 1971.
Himachal is Snow covered area. The legit language of Himachal Pradesh is Hindi
and Sanskrit
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Celebration of Pohela Boishakh - Subho Noboborsho
Pohela Boishakh marks the new Year for Bengal Community. Across the world,
Bengali's have fun this day. Usually, the Bengali New Year falls around 14 April or
15 April. In 2021, it is celebrated on 15 April in India.
About festival:
The day is marked by cleansing and decorating the houses with lovely rangolis or
alpona backyard homes. Some people go to temples and pray for prosperity in the
coming year. The day additionally signals the opening of the monetary 12 months
for the Bengali commercial enterprise-class. Shopkeepers invite customers and
even distribute sweets and calendars on this day. The traces of celebration of the
pageant roots returned to Mughal rule and additionally the proclamation of tax
series reforms of Akbar.
On this day a great tournament in Bangladesh is the Mangal Shobhajatra organised
by way of the college students and instructors of Fine Arts of Dhaka University,
which takes place at dawn. The festivity in 2016, was once declared as a cultural
heritage of humanity by way of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organisation (UNESCO). In Bengali, the phrase Pahela means first' and
Boishakh is the first month of the Bengali calendar. In Bengali New Year is called
Nobo Borsho.

Infant Toddler and Caregiver friendly Neighbourhoods Training ITCN
Programme
The National Institute of Urban Affairs launched the Infant Toddler and Caregiver
pleasant Neighbourhoods Training and Capacity Building Programme. The Institute
is partnered by Bernard van Leer Foundation in enforcing the programme.
Highlights:
The ITCN programme is designed to build capacities of young professionals and
metropolis officers to develop younger adolescents and family friendly
neighbourhoods in the country.
The programme is to supply certified training and potential constructing modules.
The training is to be delivered through National Urban Learning Platform. The
platform operates beneath Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs.
The National Institute of Urban Affairs was once established in 1976. The institute
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used to be installed for ability constructing for the city quarter in India.
The fundamental aim of the platform is to empower the functionaries, elected
representatives, administrators, industry actors, civil society and different
ecosystem players to construct smart, resilient, sustainable cities. Making cities
resilient has been blanketed in United Nations sustainable Development Goal
(SDG) as well.
According to United Nations, extra than half of the world population has been
living in the cities because 2007. This is projected to expand with the aid of 60% by
way of 2030.
The cities make a contribution about 60% of international GDP. They also account
to 70% of global carbon emissions.

E Visa Restored in 156 Countries by India
The Home Affairs ministry has restored electronic visa (e-visa) facilities for
foreigners from 156 countries/regions who intend to visit India for the business,
conference, and medical purposes (including medical staff). The e-visa for tourists
has not been restored.
Highlights:
The electronic visa system is an innovation launched by the government in 2014.
The facility was expanded in 2017-2018.
The root of this process is the 2010 Tourist Visa on Entry (TVOA) program for
Japan, Singapore, Finland, Luxembourg and New Zealand. The government
merged TVOA with electronic travel authorization to create an electronic visa.
E-visa is also called e-visa and is divided into five categories-tourists, business,
conferences, medical and medical personnel. Only 28 designated international
airports and 5 major ports in India are allowed to enter via e-visa. The Ministry of
the Interior is the department that issues visas to foreigners.
The facility is not available to Pakistani citizens, who are expected to apply for
regular visas from the Office of the High Commissioner of India in Islamabad.
Electronic visas are not applicable to foreign diplomats who are processed
separately.
Although the facility can be used in 171 countries/regions, after the restrictions
were announced in 2020, the facility was only restored for 156 countries/regions.
China, the United Kingdom, Canada, Hong Kong, Indonesia, Iran, Malaysia and
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Saudi Arabia are excluded from the current restoration.

Launch of Transport 4 All Challenge and EatSmart Cities Challenge
The Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs launched two different challenges - Eat
Smart City Challenge and the Transport 4 All Challenge.
Highlights:
EatSmart Cities Challenge: These challenges are aimed at creating an environment
with correct eating habits and eating habits, and making public transportation safe,
affordable, comfortable and reliable.
The challenge is conceived as a competition between cities in recognition of their
efforts in adopting and expanding various initiatives under the Eat Right India
program.
The challenge is open to all smart cities, state/UT capital cities, and cities with a
population of more than 500,000.
Transport 4 Challenge: The Transport 4 Challenge was launched in cooperation
with the Institute of Transport and Development Policy (ITDP), and aims to bring
together cities, civic groups and start-ups to develop solutions to improve public
transport.
ITDP is a non-governmental non-profit organization dedicated to developing a
rapid transit system for public transportation, promoting bicycle, walking and nonmotorized transportation, and increasing the profits of private bus operators.

Impact of Covid-19 Pandemic on Jamakkalam Weavers
The Covid pandemic has had a negative impact on the production of Bhavani
jamakkalam with the GI label.
Highlights:
Bhavani Jamakkalam refers to blankets and rugs produced in Bhavani, Erode
District, Tamil Nadu.
It has been recognized as a geographical indication by the Indian government.
Geographical indications (GI) are signs used on products that have a specific
geographical origin and have a quality or reputation attributable to that origin.
Geographical indications are used for many products like agricultural products,
food, wine and spirits, handicrafts and industrial products.
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Darjeeling tea became India's first product with a GI label.
The registration of a geographical indication is valid for 10 years, after which it
needs to be updated. In India, geographical indications are granted under the
Geographical Indications (Registration and Protection) of Commodities Act 1999.
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SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY
Launch of Nanosniffer
The Union Education Minister launched NanoSniffer. It is the world's first
explosion trace detector (ETD) based on microsensors. It was developed by
NanoSniff Technologies, an IIT startup in Mumbai, and Vehant Technologies was
derived from Kritikal Solutions, a startup incubated by IIT in Delhi.
Highlights:
This self-developed explosive trace detector device - NanoSniffer can detect
explosives in less than 10 seconds.
It also identifies and classifies explosives into different categories.
It can detect all types of military, conventional and homemade explosives.
It can send out visible and audible alarms through a colour display readable in the
sun.
In terms of R&D and manufacturing, NanoSniffer is 100% made in India.
This reasonably priced equipment will reduce India's reliance on imported
explosion trace detector equipment.

Outbreak of Suspected African Swine Fever
A suspected outbreak of African swine fever (ASF) has killed 276 domestic pigs in
the Longri region of Mizoram. As part of preventive measures, local authorities
restricted the procurement and supply of live pigs from the affected areas and
surrounding areas.
Highlights:
ASF is a highly contagious and fatal animal disease that infects domestic pigs and
wild boars and usually causes acute forms of hemorrhagic fever.
It was first discovered in Africa in the 1920s.
The mortality rate is close to 100%, and since fever cannot be cured, the only way
to stop its spread is to culling animals.
ASF does not pose a threat to humans because it will only spread from animals to
other animals.
According to FAO, its extremely high potential for cross-border transmission puts
all countries in the region at risk and once again allows the specter of ASF to
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escape from Africa. This is an increasingly important aspect of global food security
and household income. Strategic diseases"

Strong Resistance in Meghalaya - Umngot
In the 210 MW hydropower project in Umngot, at least 12 villages in Meghalaya
have generated strong resistance.
Umngot:
This is a river in Meghalaya. It is considered the clearest river in India. This river
attracts many tourists to Dodge, which borders Bangladesh. This river is the natural
boundary between Ri Pnar (in Jaintia Hills) and Hima Khyrim (in Khasi Hills).

Advanced Antiquities Management System Goa
The Goa Archives and Archaeology Agency (DAA) has launched an advanced
cultural relics management system.
Highlights:
It was recently introduced by the Goa government. This is the first such antiquities
storage system in the country. AAMS is a software-driven automatic storage for
storing various objects.
The current system for classifying 83 antiquities is designed to provide quick
information about antiquities linked to the software, thereby saving storage space
and ensuring improved preservation of historically significant objects.
The system is expected to benefit researchers and students who can immediately
access and understand ancient information. The system will save storage space,
provide dust protection and temperature control.

NASA to Land First Person of Colour on The Moon - Artemis Programme
The National Aeronautics and Space Administration plans to land people of color
on the moon as part of its Artemis program. In addition, according to the plan,
NASA will also land the first woman on the moon.
Highlights:
The National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) finalized about 18
astronauts under its Artemis Programme. Including Indian-American Raja Chari
(Raja Chari). However, NASA has not announced the first two crew members of
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the Artemis program. NASA now plans to include a person of color in its staff.
With this, NASA will land people of color on the moon according to the plan.
Currently, NASA is facing huge funding problems. This is one of the main
obstacles to the task. NASA has requested US$24.7 billion in funding in 2022.
The Artemis program is an international human space flight program funded by the
US government.
The main goal of the plan is to carry out manned missions to the lunar Antarctic
region by 2024.
This procedure is mainly carried out by NASA. Other international partners of the
program are JAXA (Japan Aerospace Agency), Italian Space Agency, British Space
Agency, UAE Space Agency, Brazilian Space Agency, Australian Space Agency,
National Space Agency of Ukraine, Canadian Space Agency and European Space
Agency agencies.
The total cost of the plan is estimated at 35 billion U.S. dollars. The plan will be
implemented in three parts. They are as follows:
Artemis I: It will be launched in 2021, an unmanned flight. It will test the space
launch system and the Orion spacecraft.
Artemis II: This is the first crew flight test, and the goal is to start in 2023.
Artemis III: It will land astronauts on the south pole of the moon in 2024.

First Gamified Sanskrit Learning Application of the World Little Guru
The Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR) and Gamapp Sportswizz Tech
Private Limited have launched the "LITTLE GURU" application. It is a dedicated
mobile application for learning Sanskrit.
Highlights:
Little Guru is a gamified application. It teaches Sanskrit on an interactive platform.
This makes learning easier. The application was launched during ICCR's 71st
National Anniversary.
This is the world's first gamified Sanskrit learning app. It will help people learn
Sanskrit easily based on matches, games, peer-to-peer interactions, etc. The app is
of great help to Indian expats who want to keep in touch with their roots.
It will also help increase the number of students, faculty and staff related to
Sanskrit universities around the world.
ICCR has provided scholarships to more than 300 Chinese students. The purpose
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of these scholarships is to promote cultural, intellectual and academic exchanges
between India and China.
There are several Chinese children studying Indian culture in the country. During
the 71st ICCR Foundation celebration, Chinese children aged 6-7 who were
learning Indian dance forms in India performed Indian dance. Their dance
performance is based on the theme of "Azadi ka Amrit".
Azadi ka Amrut: Prime Minister Modi put forward the idea of Azadi ka Amrit
Mahotsav in March 2021. This is a series of activities organized by the Indian
government to commemorate the 75th anniversary of its independence. It was
launched 75 weeks before the 75th anniversary. It was launched on March 12, 2021
to commemorate Dandy's 91-year history in March.

COVID-19 Vaccination Awareness Campaign INYAS
The Ministry of Science and Technology recently launched a nationwide public
awareness campaign called "COVID-19 Vaccination Campaign." The campaign
will break the myth about COVID-19 vaccination. In order to achieve this goal, the
Department of Public Information has released information packages in eleven
languages, including Hindi and English. The main purpose of the campaign is to
make the COVID-19 immunization program a success.
Highlights:
The event will be organized by the Indian National Young Academy of Science
(INYAS).
The event will be conducted using the mobile application COVACNEWS. The
application was created by INYAS to ensure that information about COVID-19 is
delivered to people. In addition, its purpose is to eliminate misunderstandings about
COVID-19.
INYAS is the only recognized college for young scientists in India. INYAS is also
the country's first young scientist college. It was established in 2014.
INYAS was established in 2014 by the Council of the National Academy of
Sciences of India. The main purpose of INYAS is to promote science education and
networking among young scientists in the country.

Technique to Improve the Performance Of Lithium-Ion Batteries
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Researchers at IIT Guwahati have developed a technology to improve the
performance of rechargeable lithium-ion batteries that can power most of the
portable devices in use today.
Highlights:
Stanley Whittingham, John Goodenough and Akira Yoshino jointly won the 2019
Nobel Prize in Chemistry in recognition of their work to promote the development
of lithium-ion batteries.
These batteries are used in most mobile phones, smart phones, tablets, laptops and
power banks, and other devices.
Today, most electric vehicles (EVs) also use lithium-ion batteries, but they are
gradually reaching their theoretical limit, which can provide approximately 300
watt-hours of electrical energy per kilogram of energy.
These batteries can also be used to store solar and wind energy, which means that
with their widespread use, it may even live in a fuel-free society.

Launch of E-Santa
E-Santa is an electronic market that provides a platform to connect aquaculture
farmers and buyers. The term "e-SANTA" was created for the portal, which means
an electronic solution for enhancing the aquaculture trade of NaCSA farmers.
Highlights:
e-SANTA is a digital bridge to eliminate market gaps. It will become an alternative
marketing tool between farmers and buyers by eliminating middlemen.
By providing a cashless, contactless and paperless electronic trading platform
between farmers and exporters, it will revolutionize traditional aquaculture.
Farmers are free to list their own products and quote prices, while exporters are
free to list their requirements, and can also choose products according to their own
requirements (such as required size, location, harvest date, etc.).
e-SANTA can be a tool to collectively advertise the types of products that buyers,
fishermen and fish production organizations are harvesting, so people in India and
internationally can know the available products and can become an auction
platform in the future.
The platform is available in multiple languages and will provide assistance to local
residents. It enables farmers and buyers to better control trade and enables them to
make informed decisions. It will increase income, lifestyle, self-reliance, quality
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levels, traceability, and provide new options for aquaculture farmers.

Discovery of Narrow-Line Seyfert 1 Galaxy
Astronomers discovered a new active galaxy. That galaxy has been identified as the
farthest gamma-ray-emitting galaxy discovered so far.
Highlights:
This active galaxy is called the Narrow-line Sever 1 (NLS1) galaxy and is about 31
billion light-years away. It opens the way for the exploration of more such galaxies
that emit gamma rays.
Scientists from ARIES, Autonomous Research Institute, Department of Science
and Technology (DST) of the Government of India, in collaboration with
researchers from other institutions, studied about 25,000 luminous active galactic
nuclei (AGN) through the Sloan Digital Sky Survey (SDSS) and discovered a
unique object, The object emits high-energy gamma rays with a high redshift
(greater than 1). They identified it as the NLS1 galaxy emitting gamma rays, which
is a rare entity in space.
SDSS is the main optical imaging and spectroscopy survey of astronomical objects
in operation over the past 20 years. It was founded by the University of Chicago.

Launch of MANAS Mobile App
The MANAS App was introduced by the Principal Scientific Adviser to the
Government of India to encourage health among all age groups.
Highlights:
NIMHANS Bengaluru, AFMC Pune, and C-DAC (Centre for Development of
Advanced Computing) Bengaluru collaborated on the project.
The Prime Minister's Science, Technology, and Innovation Advisory Council
approved MANAS, which stands for Mental Health and Normalcy Augmentation
System, as a national programme (PM-STIAC).
It's a nationwide interactive wellness network that's robust, scalable, and
customizable. It's an app that was created to help Indian people improve their
mental health.
It brings together various government ministries' health and wellness efforts,
scientifically validated indigenous resources, and gamified interfaces
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developed/researched by various national bodies and academic institutions.
The app was unveiled as part of C-DAC's 34th anniversary celebrations.

Launch of Online Grievance Management Portal of NCSC
The Online Grievance Management Portal of NCSC was recently launched by the
Union Ministers for Communication and IT, as well as Law and Justice. The
National Commission of Scheduled Castes (NCSC) is a body that regulates the
caste system in the United States.
Highlights:
On the 130th anniversary of Dr B R Ambedkar's birth, the portal was introduced.
The country's Scheduled Caste community can use the portal to file grievances
from anywhere in the country.
Bhaskaracharya Institute for Space Application and Geoinformatics designed this
portal of NCSC. The institute operates under the Ministry of Electronics and
knowledge Technology.
National Commission for Scheduled Caste was established under Article 338 of
the Constitution of India. the most objective of the commission is to research and
monitor issues concerning the safeguard of Scheduled Castes within the country.
The 65th Constitution Act, 1990 amended Article 338 of the constitution. The
amendment replaced the commission from its one-member system to a multimember system.
The 89th amendment of the constitution introduced in 2003 separated the National
Commission for Scheduled Caste into two different commissions. One was
National Commission for Scheduled Caste and therefore the other was National
Commission for Scheduled Tribes.
National Commission for Scheduled Caste: The Commission consists of a
chairperson, vice-chairperson and three other members. All the members of the
commission are appointed by the Indian President.

First Renewable Project of Facebook in India
The Facebook has as of late marked an arrangement to purchase environmentally
friendly power in India from a nearby firm called CleanMax. This is the first
inexhaustible task of Facebook in Quite a while.
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Highlights:
The venture is situated in Karnataka. The Project limit of 32 MW.
Under the task Facebook and CleanMax will cooperate to give environmentally
friendly power into the electrical network of India.
Facebook is to utilize the environmentally friendly power bought from CleanMax
to control its server farm. Facebook is to begin the tasks of the server farm in 2022.
Facebook had settled on comparative concurrences with energy suppliers in
Singapore like Terrenus Energy, Sunseap Group, Sembcorp businesses. These
activities are equipped for delivering 160 MW of solar power.

New Services of National Internet Exchange of India
The Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology (MeitY) has launched
three new programs/services of the National Internet Exchange of India (NIXI).
Three new services:
IPv6 Expert Group (IP Expert): The team provides support to all Indian entities
that find it technically challenging to migrate and adopt IPv6. It will provide
services for free. This is a joint effort of the Department of Telecommunications
(DOT), MeitY and industry.
NIXI Academy: The NIXI Academy was created to educate technical/nontechnical personnel in India to learn and re-learn IPv6 and other technologies,
which are usually not taught in educational colleges. After passing the exam,
successful candidates can obtain a NIXI certificate, which will help find/upgrade
jobs in the industry.
NIXI-IP-INDEX: National Internet Exchange of India has developed an IPv6
index portal for the Internet community. The NIXI-IP-INDEX portal will show the
rate of IPv6 adoption in India and worldwide.
It can be used to compare India's IPv6 adoption rate with other economies in the
world.
It will also contain detailed information about the adoption of the Web in IPv6,
IPv6 traffic, etc.
NIXI is a non-profit organization (Article 8 of the 2013 Companies Act) that has
been committed to spreading Internet infrastructure to Indian citizens since 2003.

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(April 12 - April 18, 2021)

ENVIRONMENT
Volcano Erupts in South Caribbean
After decades of inactivity, the La Sourfriere volcano on the eastern island of the
Caribbean Sea recently erupted. The volcano forced thousands of people from
surrounding villages to evacuate.
Highlights:
Since 1979, the volcano has been dormant. It began to show signs of activity in
December 2020. When the volcano erupted in 1979, it caused $100 million in
damage. Before the eruption in 1979, La Sourfriere erupted in 1902 and killed
thousands of people.
La Soufriere means "sulphur sale" in French. It has erupted five times since 1718.
La Sourfriere volcano is a stratiform volcano. It is the youngest and northernmost
volcano on the island. La Soufriere volcano is located in the Caribbean tectonic
plate.
The Caribbean Sea is a region of the Americas, composed of the Caribbean Sea.
There are more than 700 islands in this area. Climate change poses a major risk to
islands in the Caribbean. The name Caribbean comes from the Caribbean. Caribs
are one of the main Native American groups in the region.
The Caribbean tectonic plates are mainly oceanic tectonic plates. The Caribbean
plate is adjacent to the Nazca plate, the Cocos plate, the North American plate and
the South American plate. The boundary is an area of strong seismic activity.
The Caribbean borders Mexico to the west and Central America to the southwest.
In the north of the Caribbean Sea are the Great Antilles, and in the east are the
Lesser Antilles. The second largest barrier reef in the world is called the
Mesoamerican barrier reef, in the Caribbean Sea. Coral reefs travel along the coasts
of Honduras, Gotemara, Belize and Mexico.

Dolphin Boom in Chilika Lake of Odisha
In the recent aquatic survey of Lake Chilika, the population of dolphins has surged.
The Irrawaddy dolphin is the iconic species of Chilika, and its population has
increased from 146 to 162 this year.
The populations of other dolphin species, namely humpback dolphin (IUCN status:
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endangered) and bottlenose dolphin (IUCN status: Near Threatened) are also
increasing. In this survey, about 544 dolphins made up these three species.
Irrawaddy dolphins:
There are five isolated populations of freshwater Irrawaddy dolphins: In Myanmar,
they live on the Ayeyarwady River (also known as the Irrawaddy River). In
Borneo, they live on the Mahakam River; in Cambodia and the Lao People's
Democratic Republic, they live on the Mekong; in India, they live on Lake Chilika;
in Thailand, they live on Lake Songkhla .
These dolphins have protruding foreheads, short beak tips, and 12-19 teeth on both
sides of their jaws.
IUCN status: Endangered
After the opening of the Chilika seaport in 2002 and the consequent increase in
water depth, dolphins were reported to have been recorded in more areas of the lake
than before, which may indicate that suitable habitats have expanded.
Chilika Lake:
It is the largest saltwater lagoon in Asia, located on the coast of Orissa. It is found
throughout the Khurda, Ganjam and Puri regions of Orissa. It is the largest
wintering ground for migrating waterfowl on the Indian subcontinent. Lake Chilika
is designated as the Ramsar Site, a wetland of international importance. According
to the Wild Animals (Protection) Act of 1972, Naraban Island in the lake was
designated as a bird sanctuary.

Many Endemic Species May Go Extinct Rise of GHG Emissions
A new study published in the journal Biological Conservation shows that if
greenhouse gas emissions continue to increase, many plants and animals may face
extinction.
Findings of the report:
Due to climate change, all endemic species on the island are at high risk of
extinction.
Due to climate change, 4 out of 5 endemic species in mountainous areas are at high
risk of extinction. 95% of marine species and 92% of terrestrial species will face a
decline in numbers.
In the tropics, more than 60% of endemic species are facing extinction due to
climate change.
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By keeping the global heating mentioned in the revised Paris Agreement below 2
degrees Celsius, it will help save most species.
According to research, if the global temperature rises by three degrees Celsius, one
third of the endemic species living on land and half of the endemic species living in
the ocean will face extinction.
At such temperatures, approximately 84% of species will become extinct in the
mountainous areas. On these islands, 100% of all species will become extinct at
these temperatures.
According to the report, the following will happen by 2050: If the current
situation continues, by 2050, the Indian Ocean, Sri Lanka, the Philippines and the
islands of the Western Ghats will lose most of their endemic plants. If greenhouse
gas emissions increase, Madagascar and the Caribbean islands and other places will
lose all their endemic plants by 2050.
According to the report, endemic species will be affected as follows: Endemic
species are the most iconic plants and animals in the world. Species that are
severely threatened by climate change are lemurs (especially lemurs endemic to
Madagascar) and snow leopards. Compared with widely distributed species, this
endemic species is 2.7 times more likely to become extinct under uncontrolled
temperatures.

Study on Thwaites Glacier - Gothenburg
The Gothenburg study used an unsubmarine to dive into the front edge of the
Thwaites Glacier for observation.
Highlights:
The melting of the "Thwaites" glacier in Antarctica has long attracted attention
because of its potential to accelerate the global sea level rise caused by climate
change.
Researchers at the University of Gothenburg in Sweden now say that the fear
associated with the melting of Thwaites is greater than previously thought due to
the supply of hot water flowing downwards at an underestimated rate in the past.
Doomsday Glacier also known as Thwaites Glacier and it is located in Antarctica.
The melting of this glacier has been a concern for a long time because of its huge
potential to accelerate global sea level rise due to climate change.
The widest point is 120 kilometers. Due to its area (19 trillion square kilometers),
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it contains enough water to raise the world's sea level by more than half a meter.

Indian Rhino Vision 2020 Translocation of Rhinos
The Indian Rhinoceros Vision 2020 (IRV2020) program has ended, and two rhinos
have recently migrated to Manas National Park in Assam. This is the eighth rhino
translocation under IRV2020. Under IRV2020, the last stop from wild to wild, a
total of 22 rhinos migrated from Pobitora Wildlife Sanctuary (12) and Kaziranga
National Park (10) to Manas National Park.
Highlights:
The Indian Rhino Vision 2020 (IRV 2020) was launched in 2005. IRV2020 is an
initiative jointly initiated by the Ministry of Forests, the government of Assam,
WWF India, the International Rhino Foundation and several other organizations.
The goal of IRV2020 is to increase the number of rhinos in Assam to 3,000 by
establishing populations in new areas.
Now rhinos have been found in four protected areas in Assam: Pabitola Wildlife
Sanctuary, Rajiv Gandhi Oran National Park, Kaziranga National Park and Manas
National Park.
Only the great one - horned rhinos are found in India. They are also known as the
Indian rhinoceros, it is the largest rhino species. It is identified by a black horn and
grey-brown leather with skin folds. Five Rhino Mountains countries (India, Bhutan,
Nepal, Indonesia and Malaysia) have signed a declaration "New Delhi Declaration
for the Protection of Asian Rhino, 2019". National Rhino Conservation Strategy:
This strategy was launched in 2019 to protect larger single-horned rhinos.

Beginning of Bohag Bihu Bird Count
On April 14, 2021, Count Bohag Bihu Bird began to appear in Assam. The Earl of
Bohag Bihu was launched by the Earl of India (BCI). BCI is a non-governmental
organization. This is the first time BCI has released the Bohag Bihu bird count.
Highlights:
Bohag Bihu is also called Xaat Bihu. This is a traditional national holiday
celebrated in Assam. This marked the beginning of the Assamese New Year. Pohag
is the Assamese calendar.
The outbreak of Bohag marked the beginning of Rongali Bihu. Rongali Bihu is one
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of the three most important festivals in Assam. Kati Bihu and Kongali Bihu are the
two other festivals.
During Rongali Bihu, many migratory birds who visited Assam and its
surrounding areas in winter began to fly home.
The main findings of the 2020 State of Birds Report:
In India, 50% of the 867 bird species have decreased in population. Since 2000, the
number of birds in the Western Ghats has fallen by 75%.
There are approximately 101 bird species in India that fall into the category of
"high attention", of which 442 are in the category of "low attention" and 319 are in
the category of "moderate attention."
The population of sparrows is stable. However, in major cities, their population is
decreasing. The sparrow has been declared the "National Bird of Delhi".
The number of sparrows in cities is declining, mainly due to the decline in the
number of insects.
Mixed races in India are facing a severe population decline. The big Indian Bus,
Macqueen's Bustard and Bengal Florican are all suffering from population decline.

Wayanad Sanctuary A Haven For Asiatic Wild Dog
A study conducted by the Wildlife Research Institute of India and other institutions
found that the Wayanad Wildlife Sanctuary is the main habitat for elephants and
tigers and also has a large number of black holes. The new genetic method
estimates that the refuge has nearly 50 holes.
Asiatic Wild Dog:
This species is similar in appearance to domestic dogs and is also known as Dhole.
It is characterized by a distinctive red coat and a bushy tail with a black pointed tip.
They are social carnivores living among 3 to 38 adult members. They are usually
found in deciduous, evergreen and alpine grasslands.
They are recognized as wooden whistles because they cannot bark or howl. There
were creepy whistles between them. They also use various other noises, including
percussive sounds and sharp screams not normally seen in canids.
There are only less than 3,000 adult animals left in the wild. India may have the
most wild ducks. These wild ducks are widely distributed in the three major
landscapes of the Western Ghats, central India and northeastern India.
This species is listed in Schedule 1 of the "Indian Wildlife Protection Act" (1972),
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and is listed as an endangered species in the Red Endangered Species List of the
"IUCN".
Due to human dominance, the excessive loss of habitat and the reduction of prey
bases have affected their populations to a large extent.
The Wayanad Wildlife Sanctuary in Kerala is adjacent to the Nagarhole and
Kadinad Bundipur sanctuaries in Karnataka in the northeast, and Muduma in Tamil
Nadu in the southeast. Lai is adjacent. It is part of the Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve.
Forest types include humid deciduous forests of South India, semi-evergreen forests
on the west coast, and plantations of teak, eucalyptus, and Grevelia. This is the
home of elephants and tigers.

Illegal Sale of Danube Sturgeon
According to a report issued by the World Wildlife Fund (WWF), the illegal sale of
Danube St fish, one of the most endangered species in the world, is rampant in the
lower Danube region, especially in Serbia, Bulgaria, Romania, and Ukraine.
Highlights:
The Danube is the 2nd longest river in Europe after the river Volga. It grows in the
mountains of the Black Forest in western Germany and flows about 2,850
kilometers toward the mouth of the Black Sea.
Since the time of the dinosaurs, fish have existed for about 200 million years.
Some of these species can grow up to eight meters long and can survive for more
than a century.
They are called "living fossils" because their appearance has not changed much
over the years. A fossil is a creature that has remained unchanged since the early
geological era, and its close relatives are usually extinct. In addition to St fish,
Horse and Ginkgo are examples of living fossils.
In the northern hemisphere, there are 27 species of of fish and pad fish. Although
some species only inhabit freshwater, most species are planktonic and lay eggs in
freshwater, but most of their life history has been spent in the ocean or in a brackish
environment.
The Danube St fish mainly lives in the Black Sea and migrates to the upper reaches
of the Danube and other major rivers to lay eggs.
The World Wildlife Fund is the world's leading conservation organization,
working in more than 100 countries/regions. It was founded in 1961 and is
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headquartered in Grande, Switzerland. The mission is to protect nature and reduce
the most urgent threats to the planet's biodiversity.

Reducing Risk of Zoonosis in Food Production
The World Health Organization (WHO), World Organization for Animal Health
and the United Nations Environment Programme have laid down fresh guidelines
for governments to limit the threat of transmission of zoonotic pathogens to people
in meals production and marketing chains.
Highlights:
Covid-19 has brought new attention to this threat, given the magnitude of its
consequences.
A zoonosis is an infectious sickness that jumps from a non-human animal to
humans.
Zoonotic pathogens may also be bacterial, viral or parasitic.
They can unfold to people through direct contact or through food, water and the
environment.
Animals, especially wild animals, are the source of greater than 70% of all
emerging infectious illnesses in humans, many of which are precipitated with the
aid of novel viruses.
Most rising infectious ailments such as Lassa fever, Marburg hemorrhagic fever,
Nipah viral infections and different viral illnesses have wildlife origins.
Significant problems can occur when ordinary meals markets permit the sale and
slaughter of live animals, in particular wild animals, which cannot be top assessed
for attainable dangers in areas open to the public.
Such environments supply the opportunity for animal viruses, along with
coronaviruses, to amplify themselves and transmit to new hosts, which include
humans.
India is amongst the pinnacle geographical hotspots the place zoonotic ailments are
a important public health trouble inflicting excessive burden of morbidity and
mortality.

National Mission on Sustaining Himalayan Ecosystem
Scientists, with help from the National Mission on Sustaining Himalayan
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Ecosystem Programme, capable to disseminate handy scientific facts to the farmers
to enable sustainable and climate-resilient agriculture in the Leh region.
Highlights:
NMSHE is one of the eight missions beneath the National Action Plan on Climate
Change (NAPCC).
It was launched in 2010 however used to be formally authorised with the aid of the
government in 2014. It is a multi-pronged, cross-cutting mission across more than a
few sectors.
It contributes to the sustainable development of the united states of america via
improving the perception of climate change, its in all likelihood influences and
adaptation moves required for the Himalayas- a place on which a big percentage of
India's population depends for sustenance.
Eleven states and two Union Territories covered :Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand,
Sikkim, Arunachal Pradesh, Nagaland, Manipur, Mizoram, Tripura, Meghalaya,
Assam and West Benga, Jammu and Kashmir and Ladakh.
The Himalayas are the best and the youngest fold mountain ranges of the world.
Their geological shape is young, weak and bendy considering the fact that the
Himalayan uplift is an ongoing process, making them one of the best possible
earthquake-prone regions of the world. It separates India, alongside its north-central
and northeastern frontier, from China (Tibet).
National Action Plan on Climate Change was once launched in the year 2008 by
means of the Prime Minister's Council on Climate Change. The Ministry of
Environment, Forest and Climate Change is the coordinating Ministry of National
Action Plan on Climate Change.
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PERSONS
Ambedkar Jayanti is on 14th April
Ambedkar Jayanti is on 14th April to celebrate the birth anniversary of Dr
Ambedkar.
Highlights:
Ambedkar Jayanti (also known as Bhim Jayanti) is an annual festival, held on April
14, to commemorate the birth of Dr. Babasaheb Bhim Rao Ambedkar, born on
April 14, 1891. Since 2015, this day has been regarded as a national legal public
holiday in India. In 2021, we are commemorating the 130th anniversary of the birth
of Babasaheb. After independence, he was the country's first Minister of Law and
Justice. In 1990, the deceased was awarded Dr. Bhim the highest civilian honor in
the country, Bharat Ratna.
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AWARDS AND HONOURS
AICTE Lilavati Award Women Empowerment
The Union Education Minister Shri Ramesh Pokhriyal Nishank recently presented
the 2020 AICTE Lilavati Award in New Delhi. These awards are based on the
theme of Women Empowerment. The winners were selected by AICTE (All India
Council for Technical Education) in six sub-themes.
Winners:
SWEAT (Sona Women's Entrepreneurship and Training) from Sona College of
Technology in Tamil Nadu received the award under the sub-theme "Women
Entrepreneurship".
Another university from Tamil Nadu, Paritrana from St. Joseph's College of
Engineering won the Self-Defense sub-theme award.
Bharatiya Vidyapeeth of the School of Management and Entrepreneurship
Development won the award with the theme of "literacy".
The WIT Women's Health Alliance of the Walchand Institute of Technology in
Maharashtra won the Lilavati Award under the "Women's Health" sub-theme.
Radiant Seetha of the West Galagall Polytechnic Institute won the competition
with the sub-theme "Legal Awareness".
Lilavati Awards:
The award is named after a book titled "Lilavati" in the twelfth century. This book
was written by the mathematician Bhaskara II. Lilavati is the daughter of Bhaskara
II. The award is awarded annually as part of AICTE's innovative education program
to empower women.
Sukanya Samriddhi Yojana is a small savings plan designed to encourage girls'
parents to establish a fund for their future education and marriage expenses.
The Beti Bachao Beti Padhao initiative aims to promote gender equality in the
country. It also aims to educate girls in India.
Smart India Hackathon is a platform to solve problems of women in day to-day
life.

Nomadland Won Four Prizes in BAFTA Awards
The film Nomadland won four awards in the BAFTA Awards. BAFTA is an
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abbreviation of the British Academy of Film and Television Arts. The nomadland
won best picture, best director, best actress and best photography.
Highlights:
Film producer Chloe Zhao became the first woman of color and the second woman
to win the BAFTA Best Director Award. Frances McDormand won the best actress.
This is an American drama. The film also won the "People's Choice Award" and
the "Golden Globe Award".
Emerald Fennell's revenge comedy Promising Young Woman was named the best
British film (BAFTA Awards). Eighty-three-year-old Anthony Hopkins won the
best actor award.
The Indian Netflix film "White Tiger" was nominated for best actor and best
adapted screenplay in two categories. Neither nomination was awarded.
BAFTA aims to recognize the best contributions of the international and British
film industry. It was established in 1947 as the British Film Academy. In 1976, it
merged with the Television Association Producers and Directors and became the
British Academy of Film and Television Arts (BAFTA).
Golden Lion Award: This is the highest award awarded to a film at the Venice
Film Festival.
Golden Globe Award: The Golden Globe Award is awarded in the United States.
Since 1943, it has been proposed by the Hollywood Foreign Press Association
(Hollywood Foreign Press Association).
Golden Leopard: It was screened at the Locarno International Film Festival.
Film Awards: Focus on the Hindi film industry. It is operated by Times Group.
Golden Bear Award: Screened at the Berlin International Film Festival.

Seville To Be Host City For Laureus World Sports Awards
The Spanish city of Seville will host the twenty second Laureus World Sports
Awards in a digital ceremony owing to the raging COVID-19 pandemic.
Highlights:
The awards show, offering displays and associated news memories will be
accessible to the world's media and broadcast drastically on Laureus social media
platforms.
The winners of Laureus World Sports Awards are selected by way of a jury
comprising 69 contributors of the Laureus World Sports Academy. The last used to
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be in Barcelona in 2007, which is a long time.
Among the many huge names who have had a year to consider and who will be in
competition for the awards are Rafael Nadal, Lewis Hamilton, LeBron James,
Robert Lewandowski (Sportsman), Naomi Osaka, Federica Brignone
(Sportswoman).
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SPORTS
Sir Richard Hadlee medal For Kane Williamson
New Zealand famous person cricketer Kane Williamson was currently awarded the
Sir Richard Hadlee medal. It used to be his 4th Sir Richard Hadlee award in 6
years.
Kane Williamson:
He had a exceptional check season. He scored 251 against West Indies followed
with the aid of a century on the boxing day. Williamson's spectacular overall
performance against Pakistan helped New Zealand book a region in the ICC World
Test Championship final. He captained the crew to 17 wins out of 20 ensuing in
victory in all 7 series.
Other Winners:
On the other hand, the Women's team all-rounder Amelia Kerr was additionally
honoured along with the upcoming star Devon Conway at the New Zealand Cricket
Awards for the 2020-21 season. Meanwhile, Devon Conway used to be awarded the
Men's Player of the 12 months award in each ODIs and T20s. Whereas the 21-year
old Fin Allen was honoured with the Super Smash player of the year award for his
dazzling strike charge of 193.

ICC Players of the Month Award 2021 - Bhuvneshwar Kumar
Bhuvneshwar Kumar (Indian) has won the ICC Player of the Month award for his
superlative exhibit in the recent constrained over sequence against England in
March.
Highlights:
Bhuvneshwar grew to be the 0.33 successive Indian recipient of the award seeing
that its inception early this year. The 31-year-old Indian took six wickets with an
economic system charge of 4.65 in the three ODIs whilst shooting 4 wickets with a
notable financial system price of 6.38 in the 5 T20Is to emerge as the standout
bowler on both aspect in the white ball series.

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(April 12 - April 18, 2021)

SUMMITS & CONFERENCE
Virtual Summit Between India and Netherlands
The Prime Minister of India and the Prime Minister of the Netherlands held a
virtual summit on 9th April, 2021.
Highlights:
This is the first high-level summit attended by Dutch Prime Minister Mark Rutte
after the general election in March 2021.
During the summit, the leaders of the two countries exchanged views on further
expanding the relationship between trade and economy, water management,
agriculture, smart cities, science and technology, healthcare and space.
The two prime ministers also agreed to establish a "Water Strategic Partnership" to
further deepen India-Dutch cooperation with water-related departments and
upgrade the joint working group on water issues to ministerial level.
The Indo-Pacific policy of the Netherlands is also welcomed.
The two leaders reaffirmed their commitment to establishing a rules-based
multilateral order to ensure international peace, stability and prosperity, and look
forward to the successful Indo-European summit in Porto, Portugal, in May 2021.

Virtual Summit Between India and Seychelles
On April 8, 2021, the Prime Minister of India and the President of Seychelles held a
virtual meeting.
Highlights:
The inauguration happened for a new district court building on Mahe Island, a onemegawatt solar power plant costing US$3.5 million and US$3.4 million to build
and 10 community development projects in Seychelles. All projects were built with
the help of India.
So far, India has accepted 29 people-oriented small development projects in
Seychelles, and in addition to installing solar systems in 146 government buildings
and homes, it has also built 1MW solar projects.
The solar power plant will meet the electricity demand of about 400 houses
throughout the year.
India handed over a fast patrol ship (PS Zoroaster) to the island nation. The
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48.9-meter-long patrol boat was built by the Garden Reach Shipyard and
Engineering Company (under the administrative control of the Ministry of Defense)
at a cost of Rs. 10 million, the top speed is 35 knots, and the endurance is 1,500
nautical miles.
The ship will be used for multi-purpose operations such as patrols, anti-smuggling
and anti-poaching operations, and search and rescue operations. India presented
similar ships to Seychelles in 2005, 2014 and 2016.
Seychelles is critical to India's Safety and Growth for All in the Region (SAGAR)
vision. India is honored to be a partner of Seychelles to develop its security
capabilities and meet its infrastructure and development needs.
Safety and Growth for All in the Region (SAGAR) was launched in 2015. This is
India's strategic vision for the Indian Ocean Region (IOR). Through SAGAR, India
seeks to deepen economic and security cooperation with its maritime neighbors and
assist it in establishing maritime security capabilities.

Sixth Edition of Raisina Dialogue
The conference was co-sponsored by the Think Tank Observer Research
Foundation and the Ministry of External Affairs. Due to the epidemic, the 6th
Geopolitical and Geoeconomic Conference was held in a virtual mode.
Highlights:
The theme of the 2021 conference is "#ViralWorld: Outbreaks, Outliers and Loss
of Control".
In the four-day event, lectures will be based on five themes. Nearly 150 speakers
from 50 countries and multilateral organizations will virtually attend the event. The
event will feature the Prime Minister of Denmark and the President of Rwanda as
the main guests at the first meeting.
Subsequent meetings will be attended by the Prime Minister of Australia, the
President of the European Council, and the foreign ministers of Portugal, Japan and
Singapore. Several former heads of government from various countries will also
participate in India's flagship conference on geopolitics and geoeconomics.
The Raisina Dialogue started in 2016, and the Raisina Dialogue has developed into
the world's leading conference on international affairs.
It invites leaders from politics, business, media, and civil society to discuss world
conditions and explore opportunities for collaboration on contemporary issues.
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SCHEMES
Revamping of Post Matric Scholarship Scheme for SC
The Post Matric scholarship program for scheduled castes has been revised. The
funding method of the plan has been changed from the committed liability formula
to a fixed sharing ratio between the center and the states of 60:40 (90:10 in the
Northeastern State) This significantly increases the cost of the program.
Post Matric Scholarship Scheme for SC:
Other changes include many improvements to the process to avoid delays in the
payment of scholarships using the DBT system.
It is a centrally sponsored program and is implemented through the state
government and UT administration.
The program provides financial assistance to students of the intended caste who
enroll after enrollment or after secondary school so that they can complete their
studies.
Students whose parents/guardians' total income does not exceed Rs. Rs. will
receive scholarships. 250,000/- per year.
The scholarship includes living allowance, expense reimbursement, study tour
expenses, book allowance, etc.

Revamping of Post Matric Scholarship Scheme for SC
The Post Matric scholarship program for scheduled castes has been revised. The
funding method of the plan has been changed from the committed liability formula
to a fixed sharing ratio between the center and the states of 60:40 (90:10 in the
Northeastern State) This significantly increases the cost of the program.
Post Matric Scholarship Scheme for SC:
Other changes include many improvements to the process to avoid delays in the
payment of scholarships using the DBT system.
It is a centrally sponsored program and is implemented through the state
government and UT administration.
The program provides financial assistance to students of the intended caste who
enroll after enrollment or after secondary school so that they can complete their
studies.
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Students whose parents/guardians' total income does not exceed Rs. Rs. will
receive scholarships. 250,000/- per year.
The scholarship includes living allowance, expense reimbursement, study tour
expenses, book allowance, etc.
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APPOINTMENTS / RESIGN
Siddharth Longjam - New NADA DG
Siddharth Singh Longjam (IAS Officer) will take over Director-General of the
National Anti-Doping Agency.
Siddharth Longjam:
Longjam is presently serving as joint secretary in the ministry of sports and he is
also the CEO of the suspended National Dope Testing Laboratory (NDTL).
Siddharth will replace Navin Agarwal who listed the advent of Athletes Biological
Passport (ABP) for round 60 elite Indian sportspersons as one of the highlights of
his tenure. NADA headquartered in New Delhi; NADA Founded is 24 November
2005.
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IMPORTANT DAYS
World Homeopathy Day is on 10th April
The World Homeopathy Day was celebrated on April 10 to commemorate the
birthday of Dr. Samuel Hahnemann, the founder of homeopathy.
Homeopathy Day:
We have designated April 10 as "World Homeopathy Day" to commemorate Dr.
Christian Friedrich Samuel Hahnemann, whose birthday is on this day.
Hahnemann, born in 1755, is a German doctor and is considered the founder of the
field of homeopathic alternative medicine.
The main idea of celebrating this day is to make more people aware of the benefits
of homeopathy and medicine. India is one of the largest manufacturers of
homeopathic medicines in the world.
The Department of Homeopathy belongs to the Department of AYUSH
(Ayurveda, Yoga and Natural Therapy, Unani, Siddhartha and Homeopathy).
In homeopathy, a person can usually heal by triggering their own healing
mechanisms. This important form of medicine is based on the following theory:
medicines made from natural ingredients can cure any type of disease by inducing
similar symptoms.
Theme: Homeopathy Roadmap for Integrative Medicine

National Safe Motherhood Day is on 11th April
Every year, April 11th is the National Safe Motherhood Day. The National Safe
Motherhood Day is an initiative initiated by the White Ribbon Alliance of India
(WRAI) to force women to have adequate access to adequate care during
pregnancy, childbirth and post-natal services.
Background:
At the request of WRAI (a coalition of 1,800 organizations), in 2003, the Indian
government declared April 11 (the 1st anniversary of the birth of Kasturba Gandhi)
as "National Safe Motherhood Day." India is the first country in the world to
declare a "National Safe Motherhood Day" in the society. WRAI members choose a
national publicity theme for "Safe Motherhood Day" every year, and WRAI
members carry out activities and comprehensive campaigns across the country. The
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goal of these annual campaigns launched on the "National Safe Motherhood Day"
is to raise awareness that every woman has the right to survive and survive
pregnancy and childbirth. The White Ribbon Alliance of India was established in
1999.

National Pet Day is on 11th April
National Pet Day is celebrated on April 11 each and every year. This day
encourages people to help reduce the number of animals in the shelter. On this day,
pet owners celebrate their animal companions.
Background:
Colleen Paige (Colleen Paige) founded National Pet Day in 2006 to celebrate the
joy that pets bring to people. Paige is an animal welfare advocate, pet and family
lifestyle expert. She wants to draw attention to the continuing demand for the
various pets waiting for adoption in the shelter. She encourages people who want
purebred cats and dogs to contact rescue organizations instead of going to the
breeder.

International Day of Human Space Flight is Designated on 12th April
Every year, April 12th is the International Human Space Flight Memorial Day. The
anniversary is to commemorate the first anniversary of Yuri Gagarin's historic
space flight in 1961.
Highlights:
The United Nations General Assembly passed a resolution in April 2011,
stipulating April 12 as International Human Space Flight Day. The resolution aims
to reaffirm the contribution of space to the achievement of sustainable development
goals.
In 1957, the first artificial earth satellite, Sputnik I, was launched into outer space.
On 12th April 1961, Yuri Gagarin became the 1st person to orbit the earth
successfully. This kicked off human efforts in outer space.
The United Nations Office for Outer Space Affairs is an office that promotes
international cooperation for the peaceful use of outer space. To celebrate this day,
the United Nations organized a number of events organized by UNSOS. The United
Nations Office for Outer Space Affairs aims to promote international cooperation in
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outer space.
This day is celebrated as the Soviet Space Memorial Day. Since 2001, the United
States has called this day the "World Space Party."

Jallianwala Bagh Massacre 102nd Year
April 13, 2021 becomes the 102nd Anniversary to remember the Jallianwala Bagh
Massacre, called the massacre a shameful scar' on British Indian history.
History:
April 13, 1919 was a turning point in India's struggle for freedom. It was Baisakhi
that day, which was a sumptuous festival that prevailed in Punjab and parts of
northern India. The local residents of Amritsar decided to hold a meeting that day
to discuss and protest the confinement of the two leaders Satya Pal and Saifuddin
Kitchlew who fought for independence, as well as the Rowlatt Act".
Implementation, the law gives the British government the power to detain anyone
who has not been approved. Trial.
There are men, women and children in the crowd. They all gathered in a park called
Jallianwala Bagh. There were walls on all sides, but there were a few small gates,
which violated British orders. The protest was a peaceful protest. The gathering
included pilgrims going to the Golden Temple. They just passed the park, while
some pilgrims did not come to protest. During the meeting, Brigadier General
Readingard Edward Harry Dyer boarded the stage, wanted to teach a lesson to the
public, and ordered the 90 soldiers he brought to open fire on the venue. Many
people tried in vain to enlarge the size of the wall to escape. Many people jumped
into the wells in the park.
Consequences: General Dyer, who was regarded as the "Butcher of Amritsar" after
the massacre, was dismissed from his post and exiled to Britain. As a sign of
condemnation, Rabindranath Tagore (Rabindranath Tagore) and Mahatma Gandhi
(Mahatma Gandhi) gave up their British Knights and Kaiser-i-Hind gold medals,
respectively. In 1922, the notorious Rowlatt Act was repealed by Britain.

World Chagas Disease Day is on 14th April
The world celebrates World Chagas Disease Day on April 14. On April 14, 2020,
the international community will celebrate World Chagas Disease Day for the first
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time.
Highlights:
The main purpose of commemorating this day is to raise people's awareness of
Chagas disease and use it as a day to promote awareness of this silent and silent
disease.
The name of the disease comes from Dr. Carlos Ribeiro Justiniano Chagas. He
diagnosed the first patient with this disease in Brazil on April 14, 1909.
A parasitic protozoan called Trypanosoma cruzi, which causes this vector-borne
disease, is usually transmitted by three atomine bugs or kissing bugs in the feces
and urine of the assassin family. error.
Symptoms of the disease include fever, muscle pain, headache, difficulty
breathing, abdominal pain or chest pain, and swollen lymph nodes.

World Hemophilia Day is on 17th April
Every year, April 17 is called World Hemophilia Day. The World Hemophilia
Federation commemorates this day. In addition to this organization, several other
international organizations also commemorate World Hemophilia Day.
Highlights:
Observing World Hemophilia Day has increased awareness of inherited bleeding
disorders. On this day, people from all over the world gathered to share the latest
developments in haemophilia treatment.
The World Health Organization recognizes the World Hemophilia Federation, and
the official relationship between the two organizations was established in 1969.
It was founded by Frank Schnabel, a businessman based in Montreal. April 17th is
his birthday, and he suffers from severe haemophilia. It was he who established the
World League of Hemophilia.
Haemophilia: This is an inherited bleeding disorder in which the blood cannot clot
normally.
The theme for the year 2021: Adapting to Change, sustaining care in a new world.
This theme is decided due to the spread of the covid-19 pandemic.
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INDEX / LIST
World Population Report 2021 - UNFPA
The flagship "State of World Population Report 2021" of the United Nations
Population Fund (UNFPA) was released, entitled "My Body Is My Own".
Highlights:
This is the first time that the UN report focuses on the autonomy of the body,
which is defined as the power and institution that has the right to make choices
about your body without worrying about violence or having other people make
decisions for you.
The principle of physical integrity explains the rights of everyone, including
children, to autonomy and self-determination in their bodies. It believes that
unauthorized human intervention is a violation of human rights.
Traditionally, this principle has been proposed for acts of torture, inhuman
treatment and enforced disappearance, but personal integrity may be applicable to a
wide range of human rights violations, which also affects the civil rights of
children.
United Nations Population Fund: It is a subsidiary organ of the UN General
Assembly (UNGA) and works as a sexual and reproductive health agency. In 1967,
UNPFA was established as a trust fund began operations in 1969. It was officially
renamed the United Nations Population Fund in 1987 but the original abbreviation,
UNFPA' for the United Nations Fund for Population Activities was retained.

Inclusive Internet Index Facebook
The Economist Intelligence Unit and Facebook released the "Inclusive Internet
Index." According to the index, India ranks 49th in terms of Internet penetration
and gender equality in Internet access.
Highlights:
Facebook's Inclusive Internet Index surveyed 120 countries. These countries
account for 96% of the global population and 98% of the global GDP.
Along with India, Thailand also ranks 49th
As of 2020, India has 687.6 million Internet users. By 2025, the number of Internet
users in India will reach 1 billion.
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Among 120 countries, approximately 77 countries have seen an increase in Internet
penetration.
During the pandemic, people in low-income and lower-middle-income countries
rely more on online education than high-income countries.
By October 2020, school children in low- and middle-income countries and lowincome countries have lost 16 weeks of school due to reduced Internet access, while
high-income countries have lost 6 weeks.
Sweden ranked first, followed by the United States and Spain. In the 2020
Inclusive Internet Index, the United States ranks first, followed by Sweden and
New Zealand.
The ranking is based on the availability, affordability, relevance and readiness of
the Internet. According to internet availability, India ranks 77th. According to the
affordability of the Internet, India ranks 20th. According to correlation, India ranks
49th. According to the willingness to access the Internet, India ranks 29th. India is
ranked 52nd in the 2020 Inclusive Internet Index.
The Department of Economic Information is the research and analysis department
of the Economist Group based in London. It provides consulting services such as
five-year national economic forecasts, monthly national reports and industry
reports.
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QUIZ CORNER
1) When was World Homeopathy Day observed?
A.April 10
B.April 11
C.April 12
D.April 13

Answer A
Explanation The World Homeopathy Day was celebrated on April 10 to commemorate the
birthday of Dr. Samuel Hahnemann, the founder of homeopathy.

2) When was National Safe Motherhood Day observed?
A.April 11
B.March 11
C.June 11
D.May 11

Answer A
Explanation Every year, April 11th is the National Safe Motherhood Day. The National Safe
Motherhood Day is an initiative initiated by the White Ribbon Alliance of India (WRAI) to force
women to have adequate access to adequate care during pregnancy, childbirth and post-natal
services.

3) When was National Pet Day observed?
A.May 11
B.April 11
C.June 11
D.July 11

Answer B
Explanation National Pet Day is celebrated on April 11 each and every year. This day
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encourages people to help reduce the number of animals in the shelter. On this day, pet owners
celebrate their animal companions.

4) When was International Day of Human Space Flight observed?
A.April 10
B.April 12
C.May 10
D.May 12

Answer B
Explanation Every year, April 12th is the International Human Space Flight Memorial Day. The
anniversary is to commemorate the first anniversary of Yuri Gagarin's historic space flight in
1961.

5) When was The Gandhi Centre established?
A.October 2011
B.October 2012
C.October 2013
D.October 2014

Answer A
Explanation The Netherlands currently is home to the largest Indian community on the European
mainland. The growing Indian student and professional community in the Netherlands is making
the cultural knot stronger and the technological partnership deeper.An Indian Council for Cultural
Relations (ICCR) Cultural Centre "The Gandhi Centre" was established in The Hague in October
2011.

6) Safety and Growth for All in the Region (SAGAR) was launched in
_____________.
A.2020
B.2014
C.2015
D.2018
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Answer C
Explanation Safety and Growth for All in the Region (SAGAR) was launched in 2015. This is
India's strategic vision for the Indian Ocean Region (IOR). Through SAGAR, India seeks to
deepen economic and security cooperation with its maritime neighbors and assist it in
establishing maritime security capabilities.

7) Nanosniffer can detect ______________ type of explosives.
A.Military
B.Conventional
C.Homemade
D.All the above

Answer D
Explanation This self-developed explosive trace detector device - NanoSniffer can detect
explosives in less than 10 seconds.It also identifies and classifies explosives into different
categories.It can detect all types of military, conventional and homemade explosives.

8) The United Nations International Law Commission adopted the
"UNCITRAL Mediation Rules" in ______________.
A.1980
B.1952
C.1970
D.1985

Answer A
Explanation The United Nations International Law Commission adopted the "UNCITRAL
Mediation Rules" in 1980 and the "Model Law on International Commercial Arbitration" in
1985.The United Nations recommends the use of the "Model Law" and the rules to resolve
disputes arising in international commercial relations.

9) Which of the following Vaccine is currently (By April 2021) used in India?
A.COVISHIELD
B.COVAXIN
C.SPUTNIK
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D.Both A and B

Answer D
Explanation Currently, the three states are receiving the largest number of COVID-19 doses.
They are Maharashtra, Rajasthan and Gujarat.COVAXIN and COVISHIELD are the two main
COVID-19 vaccines currently in use in India.So far, India has shipped 64 million vaccine doses
to 84 countries/regions in the Caribbean, Africa and Asia. The main recipients of the COVID-19
vaccine in India are Mexico, Canada and Brazil.

10) When was African Swine Fever discovered in Africa?
A.1920s
B.1930s
C.1940s
D.1950s

Answer A
Explanation ASF is a highly contagious and fatal animal disease that infects domestic pigs and
wild boars and usually causes acute forms of hemorrhagic fever.It was first discovered in Africa
in the 1920s.The mortality rate is close to 100%, and since fever cannot be cured, the only way to
stop its spread is to culling animals.

11) When was International Renewable Energy Agency founded?
A.2003
B.2005
C.2007
D.2009

Answer D
Explanation International Renewable Energy Agency is an intergovernmental organization. Its
mission is to promote cooperation and promote the adoption and sustainable use of renewable
energy. Its founded in 2009. Its regulations came into effect in 2010. Headquarters of IRENA is
in Masdar City, Abu Dhabi. IRENA is an official observer of the UN.

12) INS Sarvekshak has conducted various foreign cooperation investigations
in ____________.
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A.Mauritius
B.Kenya
C.Tanzania
D.All the above

Answer D
Explanation In addition, the ship is also equipped with an integrated Chetak helicopter, which
will be widely deployed during the investigation.In the past few years, INS Sarvekshak has
conducted various foreign cooperation investigations in Mauritius, Seychelles, Tanzania and
Kenya.

13) When La Sourfriere volacno began to show signs of activity?
A.December 2020
B.December 2019
C.January 2020
D.May 2020

Answer A
Explanation Since 1979, the volcano has been dormant. It began to show signs of activity in
December 2020. When the volcano erupted in 1979, it caused $100 million in damage. Before the
eruption in 1979, La Sourfriere erupted in 1902 and killed thousands of people.

14) In which year does Dr. Christian Friedrich Samuel Hahnemann born?
A.1755
B.1805
C.1785
D.1752

Answer A
Explanation We have designated April 10 as "World Homeopathy Day" to commemorate Dr.
Christian Friedrich Samuel Hahnemann, whose birthday is on this day. Hahnemann, born in
1755, is a German doctor and is considered the founder of the field of homeopathic alternative
medicine.
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15) In which year Colleen Paige founded National Pet Day?
A.2005
B.2006
C.2007
D.2008

Answer B
Explanation Colleen Paige founded National Pet Day in 2006 to celebrate the joy that pets bring
to people. Paige is an animal welfare advocate, pet and family lifestyle expert. She wants to draw
attention to the continuing demand for the various pets waiting for adoption in the shelter.

16) When was first artificial earth satellite, Sputnik I, launched into outer
space?
A.1956
B.1957
C.1958
D.1959

Answer B
Explanation In 1957, the first artificial earth satellite, Sputnik I, was launched into outer space.
On 12th April 1961, Yuri Gagarin became the 1st person to orbit the earth successfully. This
kicked off human efforts in outer space.

17) The United Nations International Law Commission adopted the Model
Law on International Commercial Arbitration in ______________.
A.1985
B.1965
C.1970
D.1975

Answer A
Explanation The United Nations International Law Commission adopted the "UNCITRAL
Mediation Rules" in 1980 and the "Model Law on International Commercial Arbitration" in
1985.The United Nations recommends the use of the "Model Law" and the rules to resolve
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disputes arising in international commercial relations.

18) Where is the headquarters of International Renewable Energy Agency?
A.Saudi
B.Dubai
C.Abu Dhabi
D.None

Answer C
Explanation International Renewable Energy Agency is an intergovernmental organization. Its
mission is to promote cooperation and promote the adoption and sustainable use of renewable
energy. Its founded in 2009. Its regulations came into effect in 2010. Headquarters of IRENA is
in Masdar City, Abu Dhabi. IRENA is an official observer of the UN

19) Which is the first country in the world to declare a "National Safe
Motherhood Day" in the society?
A.India
B.China
C.USA
D.UK

Answer A
Explanation At the request of WRAI (a coalition of 1,800 organizations), in 2003, the Indian
government declared April 11 (the 1st anniversary of the birth of Kasturba Gandhi) as "National
Safe Motherhood Day." India is the first country in the world to declare a "National Safe
Motherhood Day" in the society.

20) Where is Chilika located?
A.Orrisa
B.West Bengal
C.Gujarat
D.Goa

Answer A
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Explanation Chilika Lake:It is the largest saltwater lagoon in Asia, located on the coast of
Orissa. It is found throughout the Khurda, Ganjam and Puri regions of Orissa. It is the largest
wintering ground for migrating waterfowl on the Indian subcontinent.

21) When is the remembrance day of Jallianwala Bagh Massacre?
A.April 13
B.April 14
C.April 15
D.April 16

Answer A
Explanation April 13, 2021 becomes the 102nd Anniversary to remember the Jallianwala Bagh
Massacre, called the massacre a shameful scar on British Indian history.

22) Which of the following article gives the basic right to freely believe,
practice and spread religion under the premise of public order, morality and
health?
A.Article 24
B.Article 25
C.Article 26
D.Article 27

Answer B
Explanation SC - Under the Constitution, people have the right to believe in, practice and spread
religion.Article 25: It gives the basic right to freely believe, practice and spread religion under the
premise of public order, morality and health.

23) Which of the following is an initiative for women?
A.Sukanya Samriddhi Yojana
B.Beti Bachao Beti Padhao
C.Smart India Hackathon
D.All the above

Answer D
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Explanation Sukanya Samriddhi Yojana is a small savings plan designed to encourage girls
parents to establish a fund for their future education and marriage expenses.The Beti Bachao Beti
Padhao initiative aims to promote gender equality in the country. It also aims to educate girls in
India.Smart India Hackathon is a platform to solve problems of women in day to-day life.

24) Where is Umngot river?
A.Mizoram
B.Tripura
C.Meghalaya
D.Nagaland

Answer C
Explanation Umngot:This is a river in Meghalaya. It is considered the clearest river in India.
This river attracts many tourists to Dodge, which borders Bangladesh.

25) Where is Doomsday Glacier located?
A.Asia
B.Africa
C.Australia
D.Antarctica

Answer D
Explanation Doomsday Glacier also known as Thwaites Glacier and it is located in
Antarctica.The melting of this glacier has been a concern for a long time because of its huge
potential to accelerate global sea level rise due to climate change.

26) Which of the following country introduces Advanced Antiquities
Management System?
A.Orrisa
B.Goa
C.West Bengal
D.Kerala

Answer B
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Explanation It was recently introduced by the Goa government. This is the first such antiquities
storage system in the country. AAMS is a software-driven automatic storage for storing various
objects.

27) When Artemis II will be launched?
A.2021
B.2023
C.2025
D.2027

Answer B
Explanation The total cost of the plan is estimated at 35 billion U.S. dollars. The plan will be
implemented in three parts. They are as follows:Artemis I: It will be launched in 2021, an
unmanned flight. It will test the space launch system and the Orion spacecraft.Artemis II: This is
the first crew flight test, and the goal is to start in 2023.Artemis III: It will land astronauts on the
south pole of the moon in 2024.

28) Prime Minister Modi put forward the idea of Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav in
_____________.
A.March 2021
B.May 2021
C.Jan 2021
D.Feb 2021

Answer A
Explanation Azadi ka Amrut: Prime Minister Modi put forward the idea of Azadi ka Amrit
Mahotsav in March 2021. This is a series of activities organized by the Indian government to
commemorate the 75th anniversary of its independence. It was launched 75 weeks before the 75th
anniversary. It was launched on March 12, 2021 to commemorate Dandy's 91-year history in
March.

29) When did Noura al-Matroushi born?
A.1995
B.1993
C.1991
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D.1989

Answer B
Explanation Noura was born in 1993. She holds a bachelor's degree in mechanical engineering
from UAE University. She is currently working as an engineer for the National Petroleum
Construction Company. She served as the vice chairman of the company's youth council. Noura
is also a member of the American Society of Mechanical Engineers.

30) When was Indian National Young Academy of Science (INYAS)
established?
A.2014
B.2019
C.2016
D.2015

Answer A
Explanation INYAS was established in 2014 by the Council of the National Academy of
Sciences of India. The main purpose of INYAS is to promote science education and networking
among young scientists in the country.

31) India ratified the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea in
_____________.
A.1991
B.1993
C.1995
D.1997

Answer C
Explanation Without the consent of the coastal state, Involves the use of weapons or
explosives.Although India ratified the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea in 1995,
the United States has not yet done so.

32) Stanley Whittingham, John Goodenough and Akira Yoshino jointly won
nobel prize in _____________.
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A.2019
B.2018
C.2017
D.2016

Answer A
Explanation Stanley Whittingham, John Goodenough and Akira Yoshino jointly won the 2019
Nobel Prize in Chemistry in recognition of their work to promote the development of lithium-ion
batteries.These batteries are used in most mobile phones, smart phones, tablets, laptops and
power banks, and other devices.

33) UAE also launched the Amal Satellite to Mars in _____________.
A.2020
B.2021
C.2018
D.2019

Answer A
Explanation The UAE will not have any manned missions in the near future. However, the
country plans to send an unmanned space mission to the moon in 2024. In addition, the UAE also
launched the "Amal Satellite" to Mars in 2020.

34) What is the IUCN status of humpback dolphin?
A.Endangered
B.Critically Endangered
C.Vulnerable
D.Extinct

Answer A
Explanation The populations of other dolphin species, namely humpback dolphin (IUCN status:
endangered) and bottlenose dolphin (IUCN status: Near Threatened) are also increasing. In this
survey, about 544 dolphins made up these three species.

35) In which year did Jallianwala Bagh Massacre happened?
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A.1919
B.1920
C.1921
D.1923

Answer A
Explanation April 13, 1919 was a turning point in India's struggle for freedom. It was Baisakhi
that day, which was a sumptuous festival that prevailed in Punjab and parts of northern India. The
local residents of Amritsar decided to hold a meeting that day to discuss and protest the
confinement of the two leaders Satya Pal and Saifuddin Kitchlew who fought for independence,
as well as the Rowlatt Act".

36) What is the IUCN Status of bottlenose dolphin?
A.Near threatened
B.Endangered
C.Vulnerable
D.Extinct

Answer A
Explanation The populations of other dolphin species, namely humpback dolphin (IUCN status:
endangered) and bottlenose dolphin (IUCN status: Near Threatened) are also increasing. In this
survey, about 544 dolphins made up these three species.

37) Widest Point of Doomsday Glacier is ____________.
A.110km
B.120km
C.130km
D.140km

Answer B
Explanation Doomsday Glacier also known as Thwaites Glacier and it is located in
Antarctica.The melting of this glacier has been a concern for a long time because of its huge
potential to accelerate global sea level rise due to climate change.The widest point is 120
kilometers. Due to its area (19 trillion square kilometers), it contains enough water to raise the
world's sea level by more than half a meter.
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38) What is the IUCN Status of Irrawaddy dolphins?
A.Endangered
B.Critically Endangered
C.Vulnerable
D.Extinct

Answer A
Explanation In Borneo, they live on the Mahakam River; in Cambodia and the Lao Peoples
Democratic Republic, they live on the Mekong; in India, they live on Lake Chilika; in Thailand,
they live on Lake Songkhla .These dolphins have protruding foreheads, short beak tips, and 12-19
teeth on both sides of their jaws.IUCN status: Endangered

39) When will Artemis III be launched?
A.2024
B.2023
C.2022
D.2021

Answer A
Explanation The total cost of the plan is estimated at 35 billion U.S. dollars. The plan will be
implemented in three parts. They are as follows:Artemis I: It will be launched in 2021, an
unmanned flight. It will test the space launch system and the Orion spacecraft.Artemis II: This is
the first crew flight test, and the goal is to start in 2023.Artemis III: It will land astronauts on the
south pole of the moon in 2024.

40) When was Director-General of Foreign Trade established?
A.1991
B.1992
C.1993
D.1994

Answer A
Explanation Director-General of Foreign Trade: DGFT was established in 1991, when the
government's LGP (liberalization, globalization, privatization) policy began to be implemented.
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Prior to 1991, DGFT was appointed as the chief importer and exporter (CCI&E). The bureau is
headquartered in New Delhi and has 38 regional offices throughout the country.

41) When was World Chagas Disease Day observed?
A.April 14
B.April 15
C.April 16
D.April 17

Answer A
Explanation The world celebrates World Chagas Disease Day on April 14. The main purpose of
commemorating this day is to raise people's awareness of Chagas disease and use it as a day to
promote awareness of this silent and silent disease.

42) Where is the headquarters of Director-General of Foreign Trade located?
A.Chennai
B.New Delhi
C.Bombay
D.Kolkata

Answer B
Explanation Prior to 1991, DGFT was appointed as the chief importer and exporter (CCI&E).
The bureau is headquartered in New Delhi and has 38 regional offices throughout the country.

43) In Which year World Chagas Disease Day observed first?
A.2012
B.2021
C.2020
D.2002

Answer C
Explanation The world celebrates World Chagas Disease Day on April 14. On April 14, 2020,
the international community will celebrate World Chagas Disease Day for the first time. The
main purpose of commemorating this day is to raise people's awareness of Chagas disease and
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use it as a day to promote awareness of this silent and silent disease.

44) When was version 1 of Indian Energy Dashboard launched?
A.2015
B.2016
C.2017
D.2018

Answer C
Explanation The energy data released/provided by the Central Electricity Bureau, the Coal
Control Organization and the Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas are summarized in the
dashboard. NITI Aayog released version 1.0 in 2017.

45) Which of the following year is declared as International Year of Fruits and
Vegetables?
A.2020
B.2021
C.2019
D.2018

Answer B
Explanation Aahaar Kranti Mission was launched by the Ministry of Health to spread the
awareness about balanced diet. It focuses on Training teachers, who, in turn, will pass on the
message to the multitudes of students, and through them to their families and finally the society at
large. The year 2021 declared as International Year of Fruits and Vegetables

46) When was Raisina Dialogue started?
A.2015
B.2016
C.2018
D.2019

Answer B
Explanation The Raisina Dialogue started in 2016, and the Raisina Dialogue has developed into
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the world's leading conference on international affairs. It invites leaders from politics, business,
media, and civil society to discuss world conditions and explore opportunities for collaboration
on contemporary issues.

47) When was Centre for Development of Advanced Computing established?
A.1988
B.1998
C.2008
D.2018

Answer A
Explanation The establishment of C-DAC in 1988 was itself a supercomputer built under the
background that the United States refused to import supercomputers. C-DAC has a corporate
office in Pune, and has centres in several Indian cities.

48) Sloan Digital Sky Survey is founded by the university of _____________,
A.Pune
B.Chicago
C.Cambridge
D.None

Answer B
Explanation SDSS is the main optical imaging and spectroscopy survey of astronomical objects
in operation over the past 20 years. It was founded by the University of Chicago.

49) Where is the corporate office of Centre for Development of Advanced
Computing located?
A.Pune
B.Mumbai
C.Chennai
D.Kolkata

Answer A
Explanation C-DAC is the primary R&D organization of the Ministry of Electronics and
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Information Technology (MeitY), dedicated to R&D in IT, electronics and related fields. The
establishment of C-DAC in 1988 was itself a supercomputer built under the background that the
United States refused to import supercomputers. C-DAC has a corporate office in Pune, and has
centres in several Indian cities.

50) When was Indian Rhino Vision 2020 launched?
A.2005
B.2006
C.2020
D.2019

Answer A
Explanation The Indian Rhino Vision 2020 (IRV 2020) was launched in 2005. IRV2020 is an
initiative jointly initiated by the Ministry of Forests, the government of Assam, WWF India, the
International Rhino Foundation and several other organizations.

51) When was BAFTA award established as British Film Academy?
A.1950
B.1947
C.1977
D.1960

Answer B
Explanation BAFTA aims to recognize the best contributions of the international and British
film industry. It was established in 1947 as the British Film Academy. In 1976, it merged with the
Television Association Producers and Directors and became the British Academy of Film and
Television Arts (BAFTA).

52) When was National Rhino Conservation Strategy launched?
A.2021
B.2019
C.2017
D.2015

Answer B
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Explanation Five Rhino Mountains countries (India, Bhutan, Nepal, Indonesia and Malaysia)
have signed a declaration "New Delhi Declaration for the Protection of Asian Rhino, 2019".
National Rhino Conservation Strategy: This strategy was launched in 2019 to protect larger singlehorned rhinos.

53) When British Film Academy became British Academy of Film and
Television Arts (BAFTA)?
A.1947
B.1974
C.1967
D.1976

Answer D
Explanation BAFTA aims to recognize the best contributions of the international and British
film industry. It was established in 1947 as the British Film Academy. In 1976, it merged with the
Television Association Producers and Directors and became the British Academy of Film and
Television Arts (BAFTA).

54) When was Ambedkar born?
A.April 15
B.April 14
C.April 13
D.April 12

Answer B
Explanation Ambedkar Jayanti (also known as Bhim Jayanti) is an annual festival, held on April
14, to commemorate the birth of Dr. Babasaheb Bhim Rao Ambedkar, born on April 14, 1891.

55) When was World Wildlife Fund established?
A.1950
B.1951
C.1960
D.1961

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(April 12 - April 18, 2021)

Answer D
Explanation The World Wildlife Fund is the world's leading conservation organization, working
in more than 100 countries/regions. It was founded in 1961 and is headquartered in Grande,
Switzerland. The mission is to protect nature and reduce the most urgent threats to the planets
biodiversity.

56) When was Ambedkar awarded Bharat Ratna?
A.1990
B.1998
C.1976
D.2008

Answer A
Explanation In 2021, we are commemorating the 130th anniversary of the birth of Babasaheb.
After independence, he was the country's first Minister of Law and Justice. In 1990, the deceased
was awarded Dr. Bhim the highest civilian honor in the country, Bharat Ratna.

57) What is the IUCN Status of Asiatic Wild Dog?
A.Endangered
B.Critically Endangered
C.Vulnerable
D.Extinct

Answer A
Explanation This species is listed in Schedule 1 of the "Indian Wildlife Protection Act" (1972),
and is listed as an endangered species in the Red Endangered Species List of the "IUCN".Due to
human dominance, the excessive loss of habitat and the reduction of prey bases have affected
their populations to a large extent.

58) What is the IUCN Status of Asiatic Wild Dog?
A.Endangered
B.Critically Endangered
C.Vulnerable
D.Extinct
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Answer A
Explanation This species is listed in Schedule 1 of the "Indian Wildlife Protection Act" (1972),
and is listed as an endangered species in the Red Endangered Species List of the "IUCN".Due to
human dominance, the excessive loss of habitat and the reduction of prey bases have affected
their populations to a large extent.

59) Which of the following is the highest award for film?
A.Golden Lion Award
B.Golden Globe Award
C.Golden Bear Award
D.All the above

Answer A
Explanation Golden Lion Award: This is the highest award awarded to a film at the Venice Film
Festival.Golden Globe Award: The Golden Globe Award is awarded in the United States. Since
1943, it has been proposed by the Hollywood Foreign Press Association (Hollywood Foreign
Press Association).Golden Leopard: It was screened at the Locarno International Film
Festival.Film Awards: Focus on the Hindi film industry. It is operated by Times Group.Golden
Bear Award: Screened at the Berlin International Film Festival.

60) Where is Wayanad Wildlife Sanctuary located?
A.Tamil Nadu
B.Kerala
C.Karnataka
D.Andhra Pradesh

Answer B
Explanation The Wayanad Wildlife Sanctuary in Kerala is adjacent to the Nagarhole and
Kadinad Bundipur sanctuaries in Karnataka in the northeast, and Muduma in Tamil Nadu in the
southeast. Lai is adjacent. It is part of the Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve. Forest types include humid
deciduous forests of South India, semi-evergreen forests on the west coast, and plantations of
teak, eucalyptus, and Grevelia. This is the home of elephants and tigers.
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