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BUSINESS & ECONOMY
Expansion Of Emergency Credit Line Guarantee Scheme
Recently, the government has extended the 3 lakh-crore rupees Emergency Credit
Line Guarantee Scheme (ECLGS) until June 30, 2021, and has also expanded its
scope to new areas, including hotels, travel and tourism. ECLGS was launched in
May 2020 as part of the Atmanirbhar plan, the center of the response to the
Covid-19 crisis. The purpose is to support small businesses that are struggling to
meet their operational responsibilities due to the implementation of the national
lockdown.
Highlights:
ECLGS 1.0:
As of February 29, 2020, fully secured and collateral free additional credit is
provided to MSMEs, business enterprises, MUDRA borrowers and personal loans
for business purposes, the amount of which is 20% of the outstanding credit.
The total income of eligible MSMEs does not exceed Rs 250 crore, and the
turnover does not exceed Rs 100 crore.
ECLGS 2.0:
The revised version focuses on entities in the 26 stressful industries identified by
the Kamath Committee and the medical industry with of more than Rs. 50 crore and
up to Rs. 500 crore as of 29th February, 2020.
The scheme also stipulates that the maturity date of the borrower's account must be
less than or equal to 30 days on February 29, 2020, that is, as of the 29th February
2020, no lender should classify it as SMA 1, SMA 2, or NPA.
The revised scheme also has a five-year repayment period, compared to four years
in ECLGS 1.0.
ECLGS 3.0:
As of February 29, 2020, the plan extends the credit lines of all lending institutions
to 40% of the total outstanding credit.
The loan period granted under ECLGS 3.0 is 6 years, including a 2-year
suspension period.
Covers companies in the field of hotels, travel and tourism, leisure and sports.

Increase in Foreign Direct Investment inflows
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The government estimates that Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) inflows into the
country has increased.
Highlights:
From April to January 2021, India has attracted a total of US$72.12 billion in
Foreign Direct Investment.
This is the highest level for the first ten months of a financial year, 15% higher
than the first ten months of 2019-20 ($62.72 billion).
The trend shows that in the first ten months of FY 2020-21 (US$54.18 billion),
FDI equity inflows increased by 28%, compared with the same period last year
(US$42.34 billion).
In terms of the largest investor country, Singapore accounts for 30.28% of total
FDI equity inflows, followed by the United States (24.28%) and the UAE (7.31%)
in the first ten months of 2020-21 in the current financial year.
In January 2021, Japan has been one of the largest investors in Foreign Direct
Investment, accounting for 29.09% of India's total direct investment inflows,
followed by Singapore (25.46%) and the United States (12.06%).
In this regard, in the first ten months of the 2020-21 financial year, the most
important sector is computer software and hardware, followed by construction
(infrastructure) activities and services sector.

Digital Currency of China
China launched the latest round of pilot trials of its new digital currency in the
month of February. According to reports, the plan will be launched on a large scale
at the end of this year and before the Beijing Winter Olympics in February 2022.
Highlights:
The digital renminbi, officially called "Digital Currency Electronic Payment
(DCEP)", is the digital version of Chinese currency, that can be downloaded and
also exchanged through an application authorized by the People's Bank of China
(PBOC).
This is legal currency guaranteed by the central bank, not money guaranteed by a
third-party operator. There are no third-party transactions, so there are no
transaction fees.
Unlike electronic wallets, digital currencies do not require an Internet connection.
Payment is made through Near Field Communication technology.
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Unlike non-bank payment platforms that require users to link a bank account, the
account can be opened with a personal identification code.

World Economic Outlook International Monetary Fund
The International Monetary Fund released the World Economic Outlook entitled
Managing Recovery in Different.
Highlights:
The report predicts that India's GDP growth in the current fiscal year 2022 will be
12.5%. This is 1% higher than the previous forecast of 11.5% in January 2021. This
is the highest among emerging economies and elite developed economies.
In addition, India's growth forecast for 2023 has been raised from 6.8% to 6.9%.
Previously, the International Monetary Fund had predicted that India's growth rate
would be 6.8%.
The global economy will grow by 6% in 2021 and is expected to slow to 4.4% by
2022. By 2020, the global economy will shrink by 3.3%.
According to this report, China has recovered its pre-COVID GDP in 2020.
However, many other countries are not expected to resume production until 2023.
Due to COVID-19, the hotel and catering industry has suffered huge production
and employment losses. According to the report, North America, India and China
are expected to have a good recovery.
Both the United Kingdom and the United States outperform the market in terms of
vaccines. On the other hand, Asia is lagging behind in vaccine launch.
The economy dependent on tourism has been hit hard. For example: Spain.
Unlike the 2008 financial crisis, the global economic recovery seems to be
deviated (one is higher than the other). This is mainly because the introduction of
vaccines varies in different regions of the world. In addition, financial support
varies from place to place.
International Monetary Fund: The International Monetary Fund was established
after the Second World War to assist the reconstruction of countries that have
suffered from the war. It was established in 1945. It is managed and accountable by
189 countries. India joined the International Monetary Fund in 1945. In addition to
the "World Economic Outlook", the International Monetary Fund also released the
"Global Financial Stability Report."
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INTERNATIONAL
Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action - JCPOA
The United States and Iran will begin negotiations through intermediaries in an
attempt to re-reach an agreement restricting Iran's nuclear program.
Highlights:
The announcement marked significant progress in the efforts to return the two
countries to the 2015 accord, which has restricted Iran and restricted its nuclear
program in exchange for relief from U.S. and international sanctions.
Former US President Donald Trump withdrew the United States from the accord in
2018 and imposed tougher sanctions on Iran.
Iran's response is to strengthen uranium enrichment and build centrifuges, while
insisting that its nuclear development is for civilian rather than military purposes.
Iran's move has increased the pressure on the world's major powers and increased
tensions between US allies and strategic partners in West Asia.
After the European Union helped facilitate a virtual meeting of officials from
Britain, China, France, Germany, Russia and Iran, an agreement was reached for
indirect dialogue, which is still in the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA)
accord.

India Joined E9 Initiative
India joined eight other countries to accelerate digital learning.
About E9 Initiative:
Nine countries including India, China and Brazil will explore the possibility of cocreating and expanding digital learning in order to achieve the UN's sustainable
development quality education goals.
This consultation is known as the E9 initiative, which is "the first step in a threephase process of co-creating a digital learning and skills initiative for marginalized
children and youth, especially girls. The initiative aims to promote the education
system Rapid change to accelerate recovery and advance the agenda of SDG 4."
E9 countries are India, Bangladesh, Brazil, China, Egypt, Indonesia, Mexico,
Nigeria and Pakistan.
Countries will work together to promote changes in support for teachers;
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investment in skills; and bridging the digital divide.
The consultation will focus on progress, share experience and lessons, and explore
opportunities for cooperation and to expand digital learning and skills.
This work was carried out after the COVID pandemic, which caused great
disruption in learning, and according to UNESCO, this provided an opportunity to
strengthen interconnected and digital economies.

Ukrainian President Urges NATO Speed Up the Membership
Ukrainian President (Volodymyr Zelensky) urged NATO for speedning up the
process of joining the alliance, as it was the only way to end the fight against proRussian separatists.
Background:
Since 2014, the conflict in eastern Ukraine has been intensifying, which is the main
escalation of the conflict in eastern Ukraine. There, the government forces fought
against separatists in the Donbas region, which mainly speaks Russian. Ukraine
accused Russia of gathering thousands of military personnel last week on its
northern and eastern borders and the Crimea peninsula annexed by Moscow in
2014. Ukraine's Western allies have quickly defended themselves and issued a
series of statements warning Russia not to take further action.
NATO:
NATO was established in 1949 when the "Washington Treaty" was signed. It is a
security alliance of 30 countries in North America and Europe. NATO was
established during the Cold War and was a fortress against Soviet aggression. Its
basic goal is to defend the freedom and security of allies through political and
military means. NATO members are Iceland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg,
Albania, Belgium, Bulgaria, Canada, Croatia, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia,
France, Germany, Greece, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Turkey, United Kingdom,
United States, Hungary, Montenegro, Netherlands, North Macedonia, Norway,
Poland, Portugal, Romania.

Red Sea Troop Base Attacked by Yeman
Western and UN experts say that Iran has provided weapons and support to the
Houthis in Yemen during the country's years of war. Iran denies the post-armed
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Hus, even though the parts found in the rebel weapons have links to Tehran.
Red Sea:
The Red Sea (also the Erythraean Sea) is the sea inlet of the Indian Ocean which is
located between Africa and Asia. The connection to the sea passes through the Bab
el Mandeb Strait and the Gulf of Aden in the south. To the north are the Sinai
Peninsula, the Gulf of Aqaba and the Gulf of Suez (towards the Suez Canal). The
Red Sea Rift Valley is part of the Great Rift Valley, on the ocean floor. The salinity
of the Red Sea is higher than the world average, about 4%. This is due to the
following reasons: Lack of a large number of rivers or streams to discharge into the
sea, the connection with the Indian Ocean is limited, and the water salinity of the
Indian Ocean is low, the evaporation rate is high and the precipitation is low.
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INDIAN AFFAIRS
National Policy For Rare Diseases
The Union Health Minister approves the National Policy for Rare Diseases, 2021.
About the National Policy for Rare Diseases, 2021:
The Rare Disease Policy aims to reduce the high cost of treatment of rare diseases
by paying more attention to indigenous research with the help of the national
consortium convened by the Department of Health Research of the Ministry of
Health and Family Welfare.
Increasing research and development focus and local drug production will reduce
the cost of treatment of rare diseases.
The policy also envisages the establishment of a rare disease registration system
based on national hospitals so that there is enough data to define rare diseases and
conduct research and development related to rare diseases in the country.
The policy also focuses on early screening and prevention through primary and
secondary health care infrastructure (for example, health and wellness centers and
District Early Intervention Centers (DEIC)) and counselling for high-risk parents.

Judicial Vacancies in High Courts
The Supreme Court has asked the government to clarify the status of the 55
recommendations made by colleges and universities (Collegium) regarding judicial
appointments to the High courts.
Highlights:
Appointment of Judges:
Article 124(2): The President of India shall appoint judges after consulting with the
necessary number of SC/HC judges. To appoint any judge of SC (except CJI), CJI
must be consulted.
For the purpose of negotiation, the collegium system was formally established in
the three judge cases in 1981, 1993 and 1998.
The collegium appointing SC judges is composed of the CJI and 4 senior-most
judges of SC.
After the Third Judge's Case in 1998, a Memorandum of Procedure (MoP) was
established to provide a procedure for the Collegium to recommend the name of the
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chief executive.
The President of India can accept the recommendation or send it back for
reconsideration. The proposal for reconsideration must be accepted by the
President.

Tribes India Contest by TRIFED
TRIFED (Tribal Cooperative Market Development Association Limited), the
Ministry of Tribal Affairs and the Indian government launched two interesting
competitions for the tribal people. They are the Become a Brand Ambassador of the
Indian Tribe and Become a Friend of the Indian Tribe contest. The competition was
initiated jointly with MyGov.in.
Highlights:
The launch of the competition is mainly to promote tribal handicrafts, lifestyle and
culture. These competitions will help raise public awareness of tribal heritage,
handicrafts and arts. With more awareness, citizens will make more contributions to
tribal empowerment by buying more tribal products.
Become a brand ambassador for Indian tribes - The contest invited stories featuring
tribal products from all over the country. This story should highlight the customer's
experience in using tribal products.
Become a "friend" of TRIBES INDIA - This is a quiz contest about Indian culture.
Tribes account for 8% of India's population. However, they are the most vulnerable
part of society. A general attitude prevailing among the public is that tribes must be
taught and helped. However, the fact is that tribal residents have many ways to
educate Indian cities. Their handicrafts, arts and skills need to be preserved and
promoted.
The competition will help achieve these goals. The competition is mainly
organized by TRIFED. TRIFED is committed to improving the lives of tribal
people.
Van Dhan Yojana was launched in 2018. Its purpose is to promote the production
of secondary forest products by establishing Van Dhan Vikas Kendras. These
Kendra provide training facilities, infrastructure support, skills building support,
and working capital for tribal residents. In August 2020, TRIFED and the Ministry
of Food Processing Industry jointly launched the TRIFOOD project. These
TRIFOOD parks are operated together with Van Dhan Yojana. In March 2020, the
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Technology for Tribes program was launched. It aims to provide training for forest
product collectors. The plan enables tribal entrepreneurs to use marketable products
to run their own businesses. Van Dhan Samajik Doori Jagrookta Abhiyan was
launched to educate tribal residents about COVID-19 related safety measures. The
programme was launched jointly with UNICEF.

Encounter with Naxalites - Chhattisgarh
The Home Minister pays tribute to the police officers who had trouble with the
Naxalites in Chhattisgarh in April 2021.
Highlights:
A joint force of more than 2,000 independent security forces launched an
important anti-Nazi operation in the Bijapur and Sukma areas of the South Bastar
Forest, considered a Maoist base.
The Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF), its elite unit CoBRA (Commando
Battalion for Resolute Action), Special Task Force (STF) and District Reserve
Guard (DRG) personnel participated in operations launched from five locations.

Third Phase of eCourts Project
Under the auspices of the Supreme Court of India, the eCommittee Supreme Court
has prepared a draft vision document for the third phase of the e-court project.
About eCourts Project:
The eCourt project is a mission model project undertaken by the Department of
Justice of the GoI. The electronic court project is conceptualized based on the
"2005 National Policy and Action Plan for the Implementation of Information and
Communication Technology (ICT) in the Indian Judicial System" submitted by the
electronic committee of the Supreme Court of India aims to change the Indian
judiciary through the ICT of the court.
This project is a pan-Indian mission model project, funded and supervised by the
Department of Justice for district courts across the country.
The project aims to provide designated services for litigants, lawyers and judicial
institutions through the universal computerization of districts and lower courts, as
well as the upgrade of the ICT infrastructure of the High Court and the Supreme
Court.
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Objectives of the Project:
Provide efficient and time-limited citizen-centric service delivery in accordance
with the regulations of eCourt Project Litigant.
Develop, install and implement decision support systems in the courts.
To automate the process to provide transparency of information to stakeholders.
Improve judicial productivity in quality and quantity, making judicial delivery
systems affordable, accessible, cost-effective, predictable, reliable and transparent.

Chenab Bridge Indian Railways
The Indian Railways completed the closure of the arches of the iconic Chenab
Bridge.
Highlights:
Chenab Bridge is a steel and concrete arch bridge of the Indian Railways.
The Chenab Bridge between Bakkal and Kauri in the Reasi districts of Jammu &
Kashmir is under construction.
The Chenab Bridge is being built on the Chenab River.
The Chenab Bridge is 1315 m long and 359 m high above the river bed level.
The bridge is part of the 272km Udhampur-Srinagar-Baramulla Railway
Connection Project (USBRL). The northern railway is constructing it.
Features:
The steel arch is an important part of the Chenab Bridge. It consists of a steel box.
It will be filled with concrete to improve stability.
The bridge will be able to withstand earthquakes of magnitude eight and highintensity explosions.
The bridge can withstand high wind speeds of 266 kilometers per hour.
Significance: Once completed, this bridge will become the highest railway bridge
in the world.

Babu Jagjivan Ram 5th April
Prime Minister of India paid tribute to Babu Jagjivan Ram on his Jayanti.
About Jagjivan Ram:
Jagjivan Ram was born in Chandwa, Bihar, to a Dalit family. He goes to school in
the nearby town of Arrah, and this is the first time he has faced discrimination.
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Jagjivan Ram met the scholar Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya, in 1925 and he was
greatly inspired by him. In 1935, he proposed at the Hindu Mahasabha that drinking
water wells and temples should be open to people who are inaccessible. He also
participated in the freedom movement and was imprisoned in the Quit India
movement.
When Jawaharlal Nehru established an interim government, Jagjivan Ram became
his youngest minister. After independence, he was appointed as the country's first
labor minister. He also holds various other investment portfolios, including
railways, food and agriculture, transportation and communications, irrigation and
defense. When Morarji Desai was prime minister after the emergency, he also
served as deputy prime minister of India. He is a champion of social equality and
equal rights for the depressed class. He died on July 6, 1986. His memorial in the
crematorium is called "Samata Sthal".

International Virtual Election Visitors Programme 2021 - IVEP
The Indian Electoral Commission hosted the 2021 International Virtual Election
Visitor Program (IVEP).
About IVEP:
The programe is hosted by ECI for the election management bodies of 26 other
countries and three international organizations.
IEVP 2021 provides participants with a broad picture of the Indian election
process, ECI's new initiatives in voter facilitation, the transparency and
accessibility of the electoral system, ECI's response to the changing needs of
training and capacity building, and the the new formats necessitated by COVID-19
and provides insights about the elections in the states of Assam, Kerala, Tamil
Nadu, West Bengal and Puducherry.

Godavari to be Released in Irrigation Canals
Godavari water will flow from the site of the Polavaram Irrigation Project to the
irrigation canals in the Godavari region in the east and west until April 15, 2021
against the deadline March 31, 2021 and work on cofferdam is scheduled to
commence in April.
Godavari River:
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The Godavari River is the largest peninsula in the entire river system of India. It is
also known as Daxin Ganges.
The Godavari River flows from Trimbakeshwar near Nashik, Maharashtra, flows
for about 1,465 kilometers, and then discharges into the Bay of Bengal.
The Godavari Basin extends to the states of Maharashtra, Telangana, Andhra
Pradesh, Chhattisgarh and Orissa, as well as the combined states of Madhya
Pradesh, Karnataka and Puducherry Smaller areas of the kingdom.
Ganga's Tributaris are Pravara, Purna, Manjra, Penganga, Wardha, Wainganga,
Pranhita (the combined traffic of Wainganga, Penganga, Wardha), Indravati, Maner
and Sabri.
Kumbh Mela also occurred on the banks of the Godavari river in Nashik.
A cofferdam is defined as a temporary barrier in or near a body of water, which
can dehydrate, divert or dam the water in the enclosed area.
The Polavaram project is located in Andhra Pradesh on the Godavari River near
the village of Polavaram. It is a multi-purpose irrigation project because once
completed, the project will provide irrigation revenue and generate hydroelectric
power.
Sadarmatt Anicut, which straddles the Godavari River, is one of two irrigation
projects in the International Commission for Irrigation and Drainage (ICID)
Register of Traditional Irrigation Structures.
The Inchampalli project was proposed on the Godavari River about 12 kilometres
downstream from the confluence of Indravati & the Godavari River (Andhra
Pradesh).
Sriram Sagar Project (SRSP): The Sriram Sagar Project is a multi-purpose project
located on the opposite bank of the Godavari River near Pochampad in Telangana
Nizamabad District.

Sankalp se Siddhi Drive TRIFED
The Tribal Cooperative Marketing Development Federation of India (TRIFED)
under the Ministry of Tribal Affairs launched Sankalp se Siddhi -Village and
Digital Connect Drive. The main purpose of the drive is to activate Van Dhan
Vikas Kendras in the village.
Highlights:
The event will require 150 teams (10 teams for TRIFED and state implementing
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agencies/counseling agencies/partners in each region) to visit 10 villages
respectively. Therefore, 100 villages in each region and 1,500 villages across the
country will be covered.
The visiting team will also determine the location and shortlist potential Van Dhan
Vikas Kendras (VDVK) to gather them into TRIFOOD and gather the SFURTI
department into a larger enterprise.
Scheme of Fund for Regeneration of Traditional Industries (SFURTI) is a program
under Ministry of Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSME).
Once VDVK is activated in these 1,500 villages, the goal of the plan is to achieve
2 billion sales in the next 12 months.
These teams will also identify tribal craftsmen and other groups and use them as
suppliers so that they can enter a larger market through the Tribes India network
(including physical stores and TribesIndia.com).
TRIFOOD program is a joint program of the Ministry of Food Processing Industry,
the Ministry of Tribal Affairs and TRIFED to promote the value-added of MFP.

PLI Scheme for Air Conditioners and LED Lights - White Goods
The Union Cabinet approved the production-linked incentive (PLI) plan for white
goods (air conditioners and LED lights) with a budget of Rs. 62.38 billion.
Highlights:
The PLI plan for goods manufactured in India will provide companies engaged in
the manufacture of air conditioners and LED lights with incentives of 4% to 6% for
the incremental sales of goods manufactured in India within five years.
Entities that enjoy benefits under other government PLI programs. India will not
be eligible for this program. It will be implemented as a pan-India plan.
The plan may benefit many global and domestic companies, including many small
and medium enterprises.
Benefits: It is estimated that in five years, the PLI plan will bring incremental
investment in Rs. Incremental products worth 7.9 billion rupees, valued at rupees.
1,68,000 crore, the export value was 64,400 crore, the direct and indirect income
was 49,300 crore, and 4 billion direct and indirect jobs were created.
White goods: A large household appliance, also called a large household appliance
or a large electrical appliance, is a non-portable or semi-portable machine used for
routine daily housekeeping tasks such as cooking, washing clothes or preserving
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food. Such devices are sometimes collectively referred to as white goods because
these products are traditionally white, although many colors are now available.

Lab on Wheels New Education Scheme in Delhi
Deputy CM Manish Sisodia unveiled the Wheel Technology Lab on Tuesday,
which is part of the Delhi Technical University (DTU) "Education Reach You"
program.
Highlights:
The laboratory will provide science education for students and disadvantaged
children of Delhi government schools. The minister also unveiled DTU's new
classroom complex Pragya Bhawan and the new centre of the design department.
The wheeled laboratory is a vehicle equipped with 17 computers, two A
customized bus with a computer. Televisions, a 3D printer, cameras and ordinary
printers will be pulsating in the city to provide educational lectures, tutoring and
teaching to students, which is part of its expansion plan to guide students in the
development of mathematics, science and advanced technology.
The establishment of school infrastructure alone is not enough to cause a largescale education movement. We need to authorize our educational institutions to set
minimum benchmarks and resolutely ensure that all students who graduate from
our institutions can stand up.

Chief Justice of India - Ramana
Justice Nuthalapati Venkata Ramana was appointed Chief Justice of India.
Chief Justice of India:
The Chief Justice of India (CJI) is the supreme head of the Indian Judiciary System.
The Chief Justice is the head of the Supreme Court, responsible for case allocation
and appointment of the constitutional body that handles important legal matters.
Article 145 of the Constitution deals with the Chief Justice of India the right to
assign related matters to the judges.

Directorate General of Training Vocational Training
The Directorate General of Training (DGT) under the Ministry of Skills
Development and Entrepreneurship is the supreme institution that develops and

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(April 5 - April 11, 2021)

coordinates programs related to vocational training (including women's vocational
training) at the national level. DGT also conducts vocational training programs in
certain professional fields through field institutes under its direct control.
Major functions of the DGT:
Formulate overall policies, vocational training guidelines and standards.
Diversify, update and expand training facilities in the training of craftsmen.
Organize and conduct specialized training and research in specially established
training institutions.
In accordance with the Apprenticeship Act of 1961, implement, regulate and
expand the scope of apprenticeship training.
Organize vocational training programs for women.
Provide career guidance and employment counseling.
Provide assistance to scheduled castes/scheduled tribes and disabled persons in
their paid employment and self-employment capabilities.

Vigilance Officers To Have Restricted Tenure
From now on, officials from the Central Vigilance Commission (CVC) will be
transferred every three years.
Highlights:
CVC revised the guidelines related to the transfer and dispatch of officials in the
vigilance units of government organizations.
The term of office may be extended by three years, albeit at a different release
location.
CVC believes that an official's excessive stay in the vigilant department may
generate vested interests, in addition to causing unnecessary complaints or
allegations.
The new standard ensures the transparency, objectivity and uniformity of the
method.
The order says that after transfer from the vigilance unit, there will be a mandatory
cooling-off period of 3 years before anyone can be considered again for posting it
on the unit.

Madhukranti Portal and Honey Corners Launched
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Cantral Agriculture Minister Narendra Singh Tomar launched the Madhukranti
portal and NAFED's Honey Corners to promote the Honey Mission of India.
Highlights:
The Madhukranti portal is an initiative of the National Bee Commission. It
operates under the national beekeeping and honey mission.
The main goals of the Madhukranti portal are as follows: The portal was developed
to achieve the traceability of the source of honey and honeycomb products on a
digital platform. In addition, the platform will also help to check the quality of
honey and the source of adulteration.
The portal will help increase farmers' income, promote exports and increase
employment opportunities. The portal will maintain a database of all stakeholders
related to honey production, marketing chain, hive production and sales. This will
increase the scope of honey's access to the international market. In this way, you
can easily contact stakeholders.
The honey corner is a special space for selling honey. It is operated by NAFED.
NAFED is the National Agricultural Cooperative Marketing Federation. NAFED
has developed 14-15 honey horns. Most of the upcoming 200 major NAFED stores
will develop more honey corners. This will promote market support for honey.
Bank of India is a technology and banking partner for digital platform
development. The bank has signed a memorandum of understanding with the
National Bee Industry Commission to implement the platform.
The National Beekeeping and Honey Mission is a central departmental plan
approved by the Indian government with an amount of 5 billion rupees. It aims at
scientific beekeeping and honey production. The main purpose of the mission is to
achieve the goal of "sweet revolution". The Indian government has been setting up
quality testing laboratories to solve the tasks related to the quality of bees.

Anamaya - Tribal Health Collaborative
The Union Minister of Health and Family Welfare recently launched a tribal health
cooperative called "Anamaya".
Highlights:
This is a multi-stakeholder initiative. It was initiated by the Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare in cooperation with the Ministry of Tribal Affairs.
The plan will also be supported by the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation and the
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Piramal Foundation.
The main goal of the plan is to enhance the health and nutrition ecosystems of
tribal communities in India
The cooperative will establish a national tribal health committee and a tribal health
team to monitor the health care needs of tribal areas. In addition, Anamaya will
implement the "Tribal Health Action Plan."
It will bring together the efforts of government agencies and organizations to
improve the health and nutritional status of the country's tribal communities.
The Ministry of Health and Family Welfare and the Ministry of Tribal Affairs
jointly launched the "Tribal Tuberculosis Initiative" to achieve the goal of
"Achieving "TB Muqbalat" (ie "No Tuberculosis in India") by 2025.
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SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY
Increase In Maternal Deaths And Stillbirths Due To COVID
According to a study published in the journal The Lancet Global Health, the health
system failed to respond to the COVID-19 pandemic, leading to increased maternal
deaths and stillbirths.
Highlights:
Overall, the chance of stillbirth has increased by 28%.
The mother's risk of dying during pregnancy or childbirth increased by about one
third.
Maternal depression has also increased.
In poorer countries, COVID-19 has a disproportionate impact on pregnancy
outcomes.
The report analyzes 40 studies in 17 countries/regions
The inefficiency of the healthcare system, rather than strict lock-in measures, has
led to reduced opportunities for medical treatment.

New Emission Norms For Coal-Fired Power Plants
The central government has postponed the deadline for adopting new emission
standards for coal-fired power plants by three years. It also allows utility companies
that missed the new target to continue operating after paying fines.
Highlights:
Initially, India sets a 2017 deadline for thermal power plants to install Flue Gas
Desulfurization devices to reduce sulfur dioxide emissions.
But this has been postponed to different deadlines in different regions, ending in
2022.
According to the new order, plants in densely populated areas and near New Delhi
will have to meet the standards by 2022, while utility companies in less polluting
areas will have to meet or retire before 2025.
The Central Pollution Control Board will form a task force to divide them into
three categories "according to the location of the factory to meet emission
standards.
If the regulations are violated, a fine of up to 0.20 will be imposed for each unit of
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electricity generated.

Covid-19 Reinfection - ICMR
A team of scientists from the Indian Council of Medical Research examined 1,300
cases of people who tested positive for the coronavirus twice. It has been found that
58 out of 1,300 individuals (4.5%) can be classified as possible reinfections.
Highlights:
Worldwide Cases of Reinfection:
Covid-19 Reinfection case was first confirmed and reported in Hong Kong.
There have also been several cases from the United States and Belgium.
However, even in India, there are several cases of people who have tested positive
for the virus multiple times, but not all such cases are considered reinfection.
Symptoms in Reinfection:
During this period, most disinfectant patients are asymptomatic and rarely have
mild symptoms.
Some people have symptoms such as intermittent fever, cough or shortness of
breath
Implications of the Reinfection:
Scientists pointed out that permanent immunity cannot be assumed.
Reinfection is likely to be occurring, and it can be determined whether genome
analysis can be performed on each infected person.
In the case of re-infection, the use of masks and social isolation will be a new
normal.
About Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR):
ICMR is the highest institution in India and it is responsible for formulating,
coordinating and promoting biomedical research.
Its mission is to conduct, coordinate and implement medical research for the
benefit of society; transform medical innovations into products/processes and
introduce them into the public health system.
It is funded by the GoI through the Department of Health Research, Ministry of
Health and Family Welfare.

Nasa InSight Lander Red Planet
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Since touching the "Red Planet" in November 2018, NASA's InSight lander has so
far recorded more than 500 quakes on Mars. The two recent magnitude 3.3 and 3.1
quakes originated in an area called Cerberus Fossae. These findings support the
idea that the planet is seismically active.
About InSight Mission:
InSight is part of NASA's exploration program.
This is the first mission to explore the depths of the surface of Mars, to study the
interior of the planet by measuring its heat output and listening to marsquakes
(similar to earthquakes on Earth).
It will use seismic waves generated by mars quakes to map the deep interior of the
planet.

Flash Flood Killed People in Indonesia
Landslides and flash floods caused by heavy rains in eastern Indonesia killed at
least 41 people and displaced thousands.
Flash Flood:
Flash floods refer to floods that occur within six hours of heavy rain or other
reasons. These are highly localized events with a short duration. However,
sometimes flash floods may occur within a few minutes or within a few hours after
a heavy rain. Heavy rain is not the only potential cause of flash floods. Melting
snow and ice in mountain streams can accidentally bring large amounts of water
into low-lying areas. Similarly, the failure of a dam may send a wall of water
downstream without warning.
Difficulties:
It is difficult to forecast flash floods. Due to climate change, the frequency of
events has increased. The Himalayas is a turbulent mountain system. Ignoring
environmental regulations can lead to flooding, which is mainly seen after the
construction of dams without proper risk analysis.
Role of India:
India is leading a national delegation, including Bhutan, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh and
Nepal, to exchange hydrological and meteorological data in order to prepare flash
flood forecasts. The system was developed in cooperation with the National
Disaster Management Authority (NDMA) and the Central Water Commission
(CWC) of India. The Indian Meteorological Department (IMD) has launched the
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South Asian Flash Flood Guidance System (FFGS), which is designed to assist
disaster management teams and the government to formulate timely evacuation
plans before floods occur.

Heat Waves in Some Regions of India
Heat wave conditions are likely to occur in isolated regions of Rajasthan, Vidarbha
and within Tamil Nadu.
Highlights:
The Indian Meteorological Department (IMD) has forecasted heat wave conditions
in certain areas of Rajasthan and isolated areas in the eastern region of Vidarbha
and within Tamil Nadu.
Heat waves are periods of abnormally high temperatures that exceed the normal
maximum summer temperatures in northwest and south-central India in summer.
According to IMD, if the maximum temperature of a station reaches at least 40
degree celsius or higher, and a hilly area reaches at least 30 degree celsius or
higher.
Based on departure from normal conditions:
Heat wave: departure from normal temperature is 4.5 degree celsius to 6.4 degree
celsius
Strong heat wave: departure from normal temperature> 6.4 degree celsius
According to the actual maximum temperature:
Heat wave: when the actual maximum temperature is 45 degree celsius
Strong heat wave: when the actual maximum temperature is 47 degree celsius
If at least two stations in the meteorological zone meet the above conditions for at
least two consecutive days, it will be announced on the next day. In India, heat
waves mainly occur from March to June, and in rare cases even in July. The peak
month is May.
During the period from March to June, heat waves usually occur on the plains of
northwest, central, east, and northern India peninsulas. Heat waves can have
adverse health effects, including dehydration, heat cramps, heat exhaustion and/or
heat stroke.

WolfRayet Stars Supernova Explosions
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Supernova explosions can be traced back to one of the hottest stars. Indian
astronomers have tracked the rare supernova explosion and traced it to the hottest
kind of star, called Wolf-Reyet star or WR star.
Highlights:
A team of astronomers from the Nainital Aryabhatta Research Institute for
Observational Sciences (ARIES) and some international collaborators conducted
optical monitoring of a skinned supernova SN 2015dj in the galaxy NGC 7371
discovered in 2015.
They calculated the mass of the star that collapsed to form a supernova and the
geometry of its ejection.
Scientists also discovered that the primordial star is a combination of two stars-one
of which is a huge WR star, and the other is a star with a much smaller mass than
the sun

National Super Computing Mission India as Leader
India has become a leader in high-power computing through the National
Supercomputing Mission (NSM).
Highlights:
Launched NSM to enhance India's research capabilities by connecting them
together with a supercomputing grid with the National Knowledge Network (NKN)
as the backbone.
Guided by: Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology (MeitY) and
Department of Science and Technology (DST).
Implemented by the following institutions: Centre for Development of Advanced
Computing (C-DAC) of the University of Pune and Indian Institute of Science in
Bangalore (IISc).
The second phase of NSM will be completed in September 2021, when the
country's computing power will reach 16 Petaflops (PF).

Launch of Integrated Health Information Platform - IHIP
The Integrated Health Information Platform (IHIP) was launched by the Ministry of
Health.
Highlights:
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IHIP is the next generation highly streamlined version of the Integrated Disease
Surveillance Program (IDSP) currently in use.
Among the nations, India is the first country to adopt this advanced disease
surveillance system.
It will accommodate the data entry and management of the Indian Disease
Surveillance Program.
In addition to tracking the current 33 diseases (compared to the previous 18
diseases), it should also ensure that near real-time data is provided digitally.
It is also the world's largest online disease monitoring platform.
Synchronize with the National Digital Health Mission.

Chaff Technology by DRDO
The DRDO has developed advanced Chaff Technology to protect the naval ships
from enemy missile attacks.
Highlights:
The Defense Laboratory Jodhpur (DLJ) of DRDO (Defense Research and
Development Organization) Laboratories has indigenously developed three variants
of the technology- Short Range Chaff Rocket (SRCR), Medium Range Chaff
Rocket (MRCR) and Long Range Chaff Rocket (LRCR) that meet the requirements
of the Indian Navy.
Chaff is a passive, expendable electronic countermeasure technology used
worldwide to protect naval ships from enemy radar and RF (radio frequency)
missile seekers.
The importance of this development lies in the fact that there are very few husks
deployed in the air, which can deceive enemy missiles to ensure the safety of ships.
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ENVIRONMENT
Japan Sees The Earliest Cherry Blossoms Ever
The Japan Meteorological Agency recently announced that the cherry blossoms in
Japan are in full bloom. Usually, Japanese cherry trees bloom in April. This time
the cherry blossoms are ten days earlier. This is the first cherry blossom tree that
bloomed earlier in Japan. In the past, the earliest cherry blossoms in Japan occurred
before 1200.
Highlights:
According to Osaka University in Japan, the flowering time of cherry trees was in
early 812 AD. This is mainly due to climate change and global warming. The
average temperature in Japan has increased from 47.5 degrees Fahrenheit in 1953 to
51.1 degrees Fahrenheit in 2020.
The appearance of the cherry blossoms in Japan usually marks the blooming in
spring. Cherry blossoms in Japan are called sakura.
During the cherry blossom season, Japan organizes flower viewing or flower
viewing activities. Hanami has a long history in Japanese soil. Flower beauty began
in 710 AD.
The cherry blossom is a flower. The cherry tree is an ornamental cherry tree. They
are different from edible cherry trees.
The leaves of cherry trees secrete a hormone that prevents the flowers from
blooming further. When the temperature rises, the secretion of this hormone stops.
After the weather gets warmer, the flowers are in full bloom. This year, due to
climate change, hormones stopped secreting, and flowers reached this stage earlier
than usual.
Sakura trees have been found all over the world. They are usually common in the
northern hemisphere, especially in regions with mild climates. This includes Japan,
India, Nepal, Pakistan, China, South Korea, the United States, the United Kingdom,
Indonesia, etc.
In India, sakura is common in Himachal Pradesh, Cha Jam and Kashmir, Sikkim,
Uttarakhand, Mount Garo and Mount Kasi. India's Cherry Blossom Festival is held
in autumn (i.e. October and November). Shillong is famous for its cherry blossoms.

Three Migratory Birds Spotted in Coimbatore
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Bird watchers spotted these birds for the first time in Nanjarayan Tank in
Coimbatore. From the first week of October, migratory birds will arrive at the water
tank from all over the world and depart at the end of March the following year.
Bird Species:
Pacific golden plover: Because its breeding habitat in the Arctic tundra extends
from Alaska, USA to Russia, it usually migrates to South Asia in winter. IUCN
status: least concerned
Ruddy Shelduck: Also known as Brahminy Duck. It is a migratory bird that
spends the winter in the Indian subcontinent and breeds in Southeast Europe and
Central Asia. IUCN status: least concerned
Gadwall: The Gadwall door is widely found in North America, and thrives in
northern Europe, ancient North America, and central North America. It is rare in
India. IUCN status: least concerned
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SUMMITS & CONFERENCE
World Cities Culture Forum - London
The Delhi's Chief Minister will represent India and Delhi in the World Cities
Cultural Forum (WCCF). The forum's website has not yet announced the date for
this year's annual summit.
Highlights:
WCCF was established in London in 2012. It has eight cities and a total of 43
member cities (including London, Hong Kong, Amsterdam, Edinburgh, Lisbon,
San Francisco, Shanghai, etc.). Delhi was invited to participate this year, but it is
not part of the member city.
It allows decision makers in member cities to share research and intelligence, and
explore the important role of culture in their future prosperity.
The activities of the World Cities Culture Forum are organized and provided by
professional consulting company BOP Consulting on behalf of the Greater London
Authority of the City of London.
World Cities Culture Summit: Forum members collaborate through a series of
event plans, including theme seminars, regional summits and workshops. These
activities enter the annual World Cites Culture Summit. 2021 theme: The Future of
culture.
World Cities Culture Report: Delhi will also be part of the "World Cities Culture
Report"-the world's most comprehensive global data set on cities culture.

BRICS Finance Ministers Meet Hosted By India
India hosted the BRICS Finance Ministers' Meeting. This is the first meeting of the
BRICS countries under the auspices of India in 2021. As the chairman of the
BRICS in 2021, India's goal is to focus on cooperation within the BRICS based on
continuity, consolidation and consensus.
Highlights:
The leaders discussed the following during the meeting: Global economic outlook
and response to the COVID-19 pandemic, Activities of the New Development
Bank, Social infrastructure financing, Use of digital technology, Cooperation on
customs-related issues, International Monetary Fund Reform, Financial inclusion,
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SME Fintech, BRICS Bond Fund, Fast information security channel for BRICS
countries
India will host the 2021 BRICS meeting. The 2021 BRICS summit is the thirteenth
summit of the organization. Similarly, 2021 is the 15th anniversary of the
establishment of the International Group. This is the third time India has hosted the
BRICS summit. Previously, India had hosted the BRICS summits in 2012 and
2016.
The BRIC countries are an acronym for Brazil, Russia, India, China and South
Africa. The first BRIC summit was held in Russia in 2009. In 2010, South Africa
joined the BRIC Group. Before that, the group was called the "BRIC countries."
The association has more than 40% of the world's population and 25% of GDP. In
2020, the BRICS Development Bank approved US$1 billion in funding. This is a
COVID-19 emergency plan loan to support India's economic recovery.
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IMPORTANT DAYS
National Maritime Day is on 5th April
The National Maritime Day of India is celebrated on April 5th each and every year.
The theme of the 56th National Maritime Day is the Indian Ocean-an ocean of
opportunities.
Highlights:
National Maritime Day has been since 1964. More than a hundred years ago, on
this day in 1919, the first ship of Scindia Steam Navigation Company Ltd, SS
Loyalty, traveled from Mumbai to England, thus creating the history of navigation.
When sea routes were controlled by the British, this was a crucial step in the history
of Indian shipping. It marks the anniversary of the red letter in the maritime history
of India. Celebrate this day to promote the awareness of supporting intercontinental
trade and the global economy. The theme of the 56th National Maritime Day is
"Indian Ocean-Ocean of Opportunity". The 2019 National Maritime Day Award,
the Varuna Award, will also be awarded for outstanding contributions to the Indian
maritime sector.

International Day of Conscience is on 5th April
April 5 is the International Day of Conscience. The purpose of this day is to
promote a peaceful culture of love and conscience. This day reminds people to
reflect on themselves, follow their conscience, and do the right thing.
History:
In July 1989, the concept of a culture of peace was put forward at the International
Peace Conference organized by the United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization (UNESCO). The purpose of this day is to build a culture of
peace, requiring people to carry out cultural, social, comprehensive education and
civic actions. In this peace, everyone has something to learn, and something to
share and share. In order to establish peaceful and friendly relations on the basis of
respect for human rights and basic freedom of race, gender, language or religion,
the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) has designated April 5 as the
International Day of Conscience. On July 25, 2019, the United Nations General
Assembly passed a draft resolution entitled "Promoting a Culture of Peace with
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Love and Conscience" submitted by the Kingdom of Bahrain. The United Nations
General Assembly subsequently declared April 5 as the International Day of
Conscience. This date was first observed on April 5, 2020.

World Health Day is on 7th April
Every year, April 7th is designated as World Health Day. This day is to celebrate
the role played by midwives and nurses in maintaining the safety and health of the
world.
Highlights:
Purpose: To raise awareness of specific health topics to highlight priority areas of
concern to the World Health Organization (WHO).
World Health Day is commemorated by the World Health Organization and
several other organizations. Every year, the theme of World Health Day is selected
by WHO. The first World Health Assembly by WHO in 1948. This day is
commemorated every year to commemorate the establishment of the WHO.
The WHO officially marks only eight campaigns. World Health Day is one of
them. Other events are World Tuberculosis Day, World Immunization Week,
World Malaria Day, No Tobacco Day, World Hepatitis Day, World AIDS Day &
World Blood Donor Day.
Theme: Building a fairer, healthier world for everyone

International Day of Sport for Development and Peace on 6th April - UN
The International Sports for Development and Peace Day has been celebrated since
2014 with the purpose of promoting and celebrating the power of sports in
promoting social change, promoting peace and understanding.
Highlights:
On April 6, 2017, the International Sports for Development and Peace
International Day (IDSDP) was held all over the world. The date is to
commemorate the opening of the first modern Olympic Games held in Athens
(Greece) in 1896.
On August 23, 2013, Resolution A/RES/67/296 decided to declare April 6 as
"Sports for Development and Peace International Day". The adoption of Sports Day
shows that sports can have a positive impact on the development of human rights
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and economic development.
In addition, the United States also emphasized the role of sports in social progress
in its "2030 Agenda Declaration for Sustainable Development."
In addition, the UN Security Council declared 2005 as the International Year of
Sport and Physical Education at its 58th session to promote education, health,
development and peace.

National Maritime Day 2021 - 58th Edition
Every year, India celebrates National Maritime Day on April 5.
About National Maritime Day:
India celebrates National Maritime Day on April 5 every year to commemorate the
first voyage of the first Indian-flagged merchant ship "S.S.LOYALTY" from
Mumbai to London in 1919.
The day to commemorate Indian seafarers is "National Maritime Day". Take this
opportunity to say "Thank you" to the naval personnel working in the country
around the clock to ensure seamless transportation of basic items.
During the pandemic, seafarers risked their lives and brought back thousands of
Indians who were stranded in other countries due to the lockdown forced by the
coronavirus.
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AGREEMENTS MOU
MoU between Spices Board and UNDP
Spices Board India and UNDP India Accelerator Laboratory signed a memorandum
of understanding to develop a blockchain-based traceability interface for Indian
spices.
Highlights:
The MOU aims to establish a blockchain-based traceability interface for Indian
spices to improve the transparency of supply chains and trade.
Blockchain is a decentralized process used to record transactions on an open and
shared electronic ledger.
This makes easy and transparent in data management across complex networks
(including farmers, brokers, distributors, processors, retailers, regulators, and
consumers), thus simplifying the supply chain.
It will allow farmers to access information like all other members of the supply
chain, thereby further making the entire supply chain more efficient and fairer.
The Spices Board of India and the United Nations Development Programme are
working to integrate the blockchain traceability interface with the e-Spice Bazaar
portal developed by the Spices Board of India to connect spice growers to the
market.
The project will be piloted among more than 3,000 farmers engaged in pepper and
turmeric planting in parts of Andhra Pradesh.
The traceability interface is expected to increase consumer confidence and promote
the purchase of value-added and used fragrances for export and local.

MoU Between Department of Animal Husbandry and Ministry of AYUSH
The Ministry of Animal Husbandry under the Ministry of Fisheries, Livestock and
Dairy and the Ministry of AYUSH signed a memorandum of understanding to
introduce the concept of Ayurveda and its related disciplines into veterinary
medicine. Help establish a regulatory mechanism to use Ayurveda in the field of
veterinary medicine.
Highlights:
It will also focus on capacity building in related fields through training.
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The memorandum of understanding will explore the marketing possibilities of
herbal medicines on a sustainable basis.
It will provide the cultivation, protection and preservation of medicinal plants.
The cooperation will develop a herbal veterinary education program.
It will make farmers and dairy farmers aware of the importance and utilization of
herbal veterinarians and the cultivation of herbal medicines.
Animal Husbandry in India:
According to the "2021 Economic Survey", the contribution rate of livestock
increased from 24.32% in 2014-15 to 28.63% in 2018-19. According to the 20th
Livestock Census, the total stock of livestock in India is 557.8 million. India has the
largest livestock population in the globe. In June 2020, the Indian government
established the Animal Husbandry Infrastructure Development Fund. The total
investment in the plant is 15,000 crore rupees. The Indian government launched a
national animal disease control plan. The plan was launched for brucellosis and footand-mouth disease. Approximately Rs 13,343 crore has been allocated for the plan.
The national animal survey mission was launched in 2014-15. This is to ensure the
quality and quantity improvement of the livestock production system. A national
artificial insemination program was initiated to propose new methods of immersion
in female varieties.
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INDEX / LIST
World in 2030 - Public Survey Report
UNESCO released the World 2030: Public Survey Report. The organization
released the report based on surveys conducted from May 2020 to September 2020.
The survey collected feedback from more than 15,000 people around the world.
Highlights:
According to the report, climate change, violence and conflict, loss of biodiversity,
discrimination and inequality, water and housing, and insufficient food are the four
major challenges facing a peaceful society in 2030.
Participants believe that education is the only key way to solve the many
difficulties that will be faced in 2030. However, North Americans (United States,
Canada) believe in science rather than education. Apart from education, the only
solution is international cooperation.
The report believes that the main challenges in 2030 are as follows: Violence and
conflict, Discrimination and inequality, False information and freedom of
expression, Climate change and biodiversity loss, Lack of food, water and housing,
Health and disease, Lack of decent jobs and opportunities, Political participation
and democratic principles, Artificial Intelligence and New Technology, Tradition
and culture are at risk.
UNESCO is acronymed as United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization. It was established in 1945. The headquarters of UNESCO is in Paris
(France). Some of UNESCO's main initiatives are as follows:
World Heritage List: UNESCO is responsible for providing a place with a "world
heritage" label. According to statistics from UNESCO, there are 1,121 World
Heritage Sites in 167 countries/regions.
Man and Biosphere Project: This plan aims to establish a biosphere reserve.
There are 701 biosphere reserves in 124 countries at present. India has 18 biosphere
reserves. In the Human and Biosphere Project, these 11 have been recognized.

Women and Men in India 2020 - NSO Report
The National Bureau of Statistics under the Ministry of Statistics and Planning and
Implementation (MoSPI) recently released the "Indian Men and Women" report.
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The report consolidates important socio-economic indicators that reflect the gender
situation in the country. This is the 22nd issue of the series. The report is published
annually by MoSPI.
Highlights:
The estimated population of India in 2021 is 13.613 million. The sex ratio
increased from 933 in 2001 to 943 in 2011.
Delhi has the highest increase in the sex ratio, followed by Chandigarh in
Arunachal Pradesh. On the other hand, the sex ratios of Daman and Diu have fallen
the most.
Women between the ages of 25-29 years have the highest age-specific fertility rate
at 146.4.
The infant mortality rate dropped from 39 years in 2014 to 32 years in 2018. The
maternal mortality rate dropped from 212 in 2007-09 to 113 in 2016-18. The total
fertility rate in rural India in 2018 was 2.3. In 2018, it was 1.7 in urban areas.
The adolescent birth rate dropped from 13 in 2017 to 12.2 in 2018. According to
the National Family Health Survey 5 (NFHS-5), almost 100% of institutional births
have been observed in Goa, Kerala, and Lakshadweep states. The HIV incidence
rate per 1,000 people dropped from 0.07 in 2017 to 0.05 in 2019.
The literacy rate in India increased from 73 in 2011 to 77.7 in 2017. Rajasthan,
UP, has the highest gender gap in literacy rates. Only 8.3% of 15-year-old women
completed the graduation ceremony. On the other hand, 12.8% of men of the same
age have completed graduation. 8% of female students receive education that meets
the tenth standard.
According to the 2018-19 regular labor force survey, the labor force ratio in rural
areas is 52.1 for men and 19 for women. In urban areas, males are 52.7 and females
are 14.5.
The 15-year-old female population has the highest average hourly wages in the
Andaman and Nicobar Islands (147 rupees per hour). Next is Lakshadweep in
Nagaland. The lowest are the states/UT in Dammam and Diu, Odisha.
The 15-year-old male population has the highest average hourly wage, the highest
in Lakshadweep (121 rupees per hour).
By 2020, the proportion of women in the Central Council of Ministers will be
9.26%. In the 2019 Lok Sabha election, there were 437.8 million female voters.
Compared with the 2014 general election (397 million), this number is even higher.
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In Rajasthan, Uttarakhand and Chhattisgarh states, the highest number of women
participating in Panchayati Raj institutions was observed.

RBI Released Consumer Confidence Index
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) released the "Consumer Confidence Survey"
report. The survey was conducted among more than 5,000 respondents in major
cities in the country.
Highlights:
The consumer confidence index dropped from 55.5 points in January 2021 to 53.1
points in March 2021.
The future expectation will fall from 117.1 in January 2021 to 108.8 in March
2021.
When the index measurement is higher than 100, it means optimism, and when it is
lower than 100, it means pessimistic.
Most consumers report higher overall spending. According to the survey, although
discretionary spending has decreased, this situation will continue in the coming
year.
Consumers are also very pessimistic about the overall economic situation and
employment situation in the coming year.
The survey measures consumer perceptions from five aspects, such as
employment, economic conditions, price levels, expenditures and income. The
consumer confidence survey has two main indexes, namely the current conditions
index and the future expectations index. The Future Expectation Index measures
consumers' views on changes in economic issues in the coming year. The current
conditions index measures changes in consumer perceptions of economic issues last
year.
The Reserve Bank of India conducts a consumer confidence survey every two
months. The survey was conducted to measure how pessimistic or optimistic
consumers are about their financial situation.
The survey was conducted through telephone interviews. It takes place in major
cities such as Bangalore, Chennai, Delhi, Hyderabad, Ahmedabad, Jaipur,
Lucknow, Patna, Trivandrum, and Mumbai.
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QUIZ CORNER
1) Where is Cherry Blossom found in India?
A.Himachal Pradesh
B.Sikkim
C.Jammu and Kashmir
D.All the above

Answer D
Explanation Cherry blossoms have been found in Uttarakhand, Himalayas, Sikkim, Cha Jam and
Kashmir regions of India, and Jalpaiguri and Darjeeling in the northern regions of West
Bengal.The National Cherry Blossom Festival was celebrated in Washington, USA.

2) When is National Maritime Day celebrated?
A.April 5
B.April 6
C.April 7
D.April 8

Answer A
Explanation The National Maritime Day of India is celebrated on April 5th each and every year.
The theme of the 56th National Maritime Day is the Indian Ocean-an ocean of opportunities.

3) Where is National Cherry Blossom Festival celebrated?
A.Washington
B.London
C.New York
D.Paris

Answer A
Explanation Cherry blossoms have been found in Uttarakhand, Himalayas, Sikkim, Cha Jam and
Kashmir regions of India, and Jalpaiguri and Darjeeling in the northern regions of West
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Bengal.The National Cherry Blossom Festival was celebrated in Washington, USA.

4) When was first National Maritime Day celebrated?
A.1965
B.1964
C.1963
D.1966

Answer B
Explanation National Maritime Day has been since 1964. More than a hundred years ago, on this
day in 1919, the first ship of Scindia Steam Navigation Company Ltd, SS Loyalty, traveled from
Mumbai to England, thus creating the history of navigation.

5) When is International Day of Conscience?
A.April 5
B.April 6
C.April 7
D.April 8

Answer A
Explanation April 5 is the International Day of Conscience. The purpose of this day is to
promote a peaceful culture of love and conscience. This day reminds people to reflect on
themselves, follow their conscience, and do the right thing.

6) Cherry blossom is the national flower of ______________.
A.Japan
B.China
C.Russia
D.India

Answer A
Explanation Cherry blossom is the national flower of Japan. That is why it is also known as
Japanese cherry and sakura. It is a flower of many trees of genus Prunus or Prunus subg. Cerasus.
They usually refer to ornamental cherry trees.
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7) When was concept of a culture of peace was put forward at the
International Peace Conference?
A.July 1989
B.July 1988
C.July 1990
D.July 1991

Answer A
Explanation In July 1989, the concept of a culture of peace was put forward at the International
Peace Conference organized by the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization (UNESCO). The purpose of this day is to build a culture of peace, requiring people
to carry out cultural, social, comprehensive education and civic actions.

8) When did the Cherry Blossom Festival became national festival officially?
A.1934
B.1935
C.1936
D.1937

Answer B
Explanation The first cherry blossom festival was held in the year 1934. However, the Cherry
Blossom Festival officially became a national annual event in 1935

9) When was International day of conscience observed first?
A.2020
B.2019
C.2018
D.2017

Answer A
Explanation On July 25, 2019, the United Nations General Assembly passed a draft resolution
entitled "Promoting a Culture of Peace with Love and Conscience" submitted by the Kingdom of
Bahrain. The United Nations General Assembly subsequently declared April 5 as the
International Day of Conscience. This date was first observed on April 5, 2020.
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10) Cherry blossom is a ____________.
A.Flower
B.Fruit
C.Food
D.None

Answer A
Explanation The cherry blossom is a flower. The cherry tree is an ornamental cherry tree. They
are different from edible cherry trees.

11) When was UNESCO established?
A.1950
B.1945
C.1955
D.1920

Answer B
Explanation UNESCO is acronymed as United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization. It was established in 1945.

12) Van Dhan Yojana was launched in ______________.
A.2018
B.2017
C.2016
D.2015

Answer A
Explanation Van Dhan Yojana was launched in 2018. Its purpose is to promote the production of
secondary forest products by establishing Van Dhan Vikas Kendras. These Kendra provide
training facilities, infrastructure support, skills building support, and working capital for tribal
residents.

13) Where is the headquarters of UNESCO?
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A.Paris
B.New York
C.London
D.Geneva

Answer A
Explanation UNESCO is acronymed as United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization. It was established in 1945. The headquarters of UNESCO is in Paris (France).

14) Sarala Das is a poet from _____________.
A.Odisha
B.Madhya Pradesh
C.Gujarat
D.West Bengal

Answer A
Explanation Sarala Das:He was the first scholar to write a work in Odia in the 15th century AD.
The most famous are the three Odia books, Mahabharata, Vilanka Ramayana and Chandi Purana.
He also wrote the book "Laxmi Narayana Vachanika". He began to write his "Mahabharata"
during the reign of Kapileswar, also known as Kapilendra, King of Odisha Gajapati (1435-67
AD).

15) Where will the Godavari river drains?
A.Bay of Bengal
B.Arabian Sea
C.Indian Ocean
D.Pacific Ocean

Answer A
Explanation The Godavari River is the largest peninsula in the entire river system of India. It is
also known as Daxin Ganges.The Godavari River flows from Trimbakeshwar near Nashik,
Maharashtra, flows for about 1,465 kilometers, and then discharges into the Bay of Bengal.

16) When was People's Bank of China founded?
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A.December 1948
B.December 1947
C.December 1946
D.December 1945

Answer A
Explanation The bank was established on December 1, 1948, based on the consolidation of the
Huabei Bank, the Beihai Bank and the Xibei Farmer Bank. The headquarters was first located in
Shijiazhuang, Hebei, and then moved to Beijing in 1949. Between 1950 and 1978 the PBC was
the only bank in the People's Republic of China and was responsible for both central banking and
commercial banking operations.

17) When was National Maritime Day celebrated?
A.April 6
B.April 5
C.April 4
D.April 3

Answer B
Explanation India celebrates National Maritime Day on April 5 every year to commemorate the
first voyage of the first Indian-flagged merchant ship "S.S.LOYALTY" from Mumbai to London
in 1919.

18) Which of the following countries are included in E9?
A.India
B.Brazil
C.Bangladesh
D.All the above

Answer D
Explanation E9 countries are India, Bangladesh, Brazil, China, Egypt, Indonesia, Mexico,
Nigeria and Pakistan.Countries will work together to promote changes in support for teachers;
investment in skills; and bridging the digital divide.

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(April 5 - April 11, 2021)

19) The foreign direct investment includes ____________.
A.Intellectual Property
B.Human Resource
C.Tangible Good
D.Intangible Goods

Answer C
Explanation Foreign Direct Investment includes Tangible Goods. There are two types of
categories of assets called tangible and intangible assets. Tangible assets are typically physical
assets or property owned by a company, such as computer equipment.

20) Where is UNDP located?
A.Paris
B.London
C.New York
D.Geneva

Answer C
Explanation UNDP has its headquarters in New York City, but works primarily through its
offices in about 170 countries and territories.

21) How many Election Commissioners are in the Election Commission?
A.3
B.4
C.5
D.6

Answer A
Explanation There are 3 commissioners in the election commission which includes one Chief
Election Commissioner and two other Election Commissioners.

22) Where did Babu Jagjivan Ram born?
A.Gujarat
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B.Bihar
C.Andhra Pradesh
D.Karnataka

Answer B
Explanation Jagjivan Ram was born in Chandwa, Bihar, to a Dalit family. He goes to school in
the nearby town of Arrah, and this is the first time he has faced discrimination. Jagjivan Ram met
the scholar Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya, in 1925 and he was greatly inspired by him.

23) What is the length of Chenab Bridge?
A.1315m
B.1400m
C.1415m
D.1500m

Answer A
Explanation under construction.The Chenab Bridge is being built on the Chenab River. The
Chenab Bridge is 1315 m long and 359 m high above the river bed level.The bridge is part of the
272km Udhampur-Srinagar-Baramulla Railway Connection Project (USBRL). The northern
railway is constructing it.

24) When was E-Courts established?
A.2002
B.2003
C.2004
D.2005

Answer D
Explanation The E-Courts project was established in the year 2005. According to the project; all
the courts including taluk courts will get computerized. As per the project in 2008, all the District
courts were initialized under the project. In 2010, all the District courts were computerized.

25) When was International Day of Sport for Development and Peace
observed?
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A.April 6
B.April 5
C.April 7
D.April 8

Answer A
Explanation International Day of Sport for Development and Peace on 6th April - UNThe
International Sports for Development and Peace Day has been celebrated since 2014 with the
purpose of promoting and celebrating the power of sports in promoting social change, promoting
peace and understanding.

26) When was World Health Day celebrated?
A.April 9
B.April 7
C.May 7
D.May 9

Answer B
Explanation Every year, April 7th is designated as World Health Day. This day is to celebrate
the role played by midwives and nurses in maintaining the safety and health of the world.

27) When was TRIFED established?
A.1985
B.1986
C.1987
D.1988

Answer C
Explanation Tribal Co-operative Marketing Federation of India is a national level cooperative
body under the administrative control of Ministry of Tribal Affairs, Government of India. It was
established in 1987 under the Multi-state co-operative societies act 1984 under the former
Ministry of Welfare.

28) When was the 1st World Health Assembly by WHO held?
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A.1950
B.1948
C.1960
D.1978

Answer B
Explanation World Health Day is commemorated by the World Health Organization and several
other organizations. Every year, the theme of World Health Day is selected by WHO. The first
World Health Assembly by WHO in 1948. This day is commemorated every year to
commemorate the establishment of the WHO.

29) From which year International Day of Sport for Development and Peace
been celebrated?
A.2014
B.2013
C.2012
D.2011

Answer A
Explanation The International Sports for Development and Peace Day has been celebrated since
2014 with the purpose of promoting and celebrating the power of sports in promoting social
change, promoting peace and understanding.

30) When was Babu Jagjivan Ram died?
A.1986
B.1985
C.1945
D.1998

Answer A
Explanation When Morarji Desai was prime minister after the emergency, he also served as
deputy prime minister of India. He is a champion of social equality and equal rights for the
depressed class. He died on July 6, 1986. His memorial in the crematorium is called "Samata
Sthal".
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31) The first modern Olympic Games held in ____________.
A.1896
B.1897
C.1804
D.1875

Answer A
Explanation On April 6, 2017, the International Sports for Development and Peace International
Day (IDSDP) was held all over the world. The date is to commemorate the opening of the first
modern Olympic Games held in Athens (Greece) in 1896.

32) Sriram Sagar Project is located in ____________.
A.Karnataka
B.Telangana
C.Andhra Pradesh
D.Kerala

Answer B
Explanation Sriram Sagar Project (SRSP): The Sriram Sagar Project is a multi-purpose project
located on the opposite bank of the Godavari River near Pochampad in Telangana Nizamabad
District.

33) When was World AIDS day Celebrated?
A.December 1
B.December 11
C.December 20
D.December 14

Answer A
Explanation World AIDS Day, designated on 1 December every year since 1988, is an
international day dedicated to raising awareness of the AIDS pandemic caused by the spread of
HIV infection and mourning those who have died of the disease.

34) National animal survey mission was launched in ____________.

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(April 5 - April 11, 2021)

A.2014
B.2015
C.2016
D.2017

Answer A
Explanation India has the largest livestock population in the globe. In June 2020, the Indian
government established the Animal Husbandry Infrastructure Development Fund. The total
investment in the plant is 15,000 crore rupees. The Indian government launched a national animal
disease control plan. The plan was launched for brucellosis and foot-and-mouth disease.
Approximately Rs 13,343 crore has been allocated for the plan. The national animal survey
mission was launched in 2014-15.

35) National animal survey mission was launched in ____________.
A.2014
B.2015
C.2016
D.2017

Answer A
Explanation India has the largest livestock population in the globe. In June 2020, the Indian
government established the Animal Husbandry Infrastructure Development Fund. The total
investment in the plant is 15,000 crore rupees. The Indian government launched a national animal
disease control plan. The plan was launched for brucellosis and foot-and-mouth disease.
Approximately Rs 13,343 crore has been allocated for the plan. The national animal survey
mission was launched in 2014-15.

36) When was production-linked incentive launched for Large Scale
Electronics Manufacturing sector?
A.2010
B.2015
C.2020
D.2021

Answer C
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Explanation Production Linked Incentive or PLI scheme is a scheme that aims to give
companies incentives on incremental sales from products manufactured in domestic units. The
scheme invites foreign companies to set up units in India, however, it also aims to encourage
local companies to set up or expand existing manufacturing units and also to generate more
employment and cut down the countrys reliance on imports from other countries.It was launched
in April 2020, for the Large Scale Electronics Manufacturing sector, but later towards the end of
2020 was introduced for 10 other sectors.

37) When was Delhi Technological University founded?
A.1940
B.1941
C.1945
D.1960

Answer B
Explanation Delhi Technological University, formerly known as the Delhi College of
Engineering is a state university in New Delhi, India. It was established in 1941 as Delhi
Polytechnic.

38) Red sea is located in between Asia and _____________.
A.Africa
B.North America
C.South America
D.Australia

Answer A
Explanation The Red Sea (also the Erythraean Sea) is the sea inlet of the Indian Ocean which is
located between Africa and Asia. The connection to the sea passes through the Bab el Mandeb
Strait and the Gulf of Aden in the south. To the north are the Sinai Peninsula, the Gulf of Aqaba
and the Gulf of Suez (towards the Suez Canal). The Red Sea Rift Valley is part of the Great Rift
Valley, on the ocean floor.

39) In India What is the peak month of Heat Waves?
A.June
B.July
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C.May
D.March

Answer C
Explanation If at least two stations in the meteorological zone meet the above conditions for at
least two consecutive days, it will be announced on the next day. In India, heat waves mainly
occur from March to June, and in rare cases even in July. The peak month is May.

40) Article ____________ of the Constitution deals with the Chief Justice of
India the right to assign related matters to the judges.
A.145
B.140
C.125
D.150

Answer A
Explanation Article 145 of the Constitution deals with the Chief Justice of India the right to
assign related matters to the judges. The Chief Justice of India (CJI) is the supreme head of the
Indian Judiciary System.

41) When was NGC 7371 discovered?
A.2015
B.2014
C.2013
D.2012

Answer A
Explanation A team of astronomers from the Nainital Aryabhatta Research Institute for
Observational Sciences (ARIES) and some international collaborators conducted optical
monitoring of a skinned supernova SN 2015dj in the galaxy NGC 7371 discovered in 2015.

42) Which of the following are major functions of DGT?
A.Formulate overall policies, vocational training guidelines and standards.
B.Diversify, update and expand training facilities in the training of craftsmen.
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C.Organize vocational training programs for women.
D.All the above

Answer D
Explanation Major functions of the DGT:Formulate overall policies, vocational training
guidelines and standards.Diversify, update and expand training facilities in the training of
craftsmen.Organize and conduct specialized training and research in specially established training
institutions.In accordance with the Apprenticeship Act of 1961, implement, regulate and expand
the scope of apprenticeship training.Organize vocational training programs for women.Provide
career guidance and employment counseling.

43) When was Central Vigilance Commission was set up?
A.1954
B.1946
C.1964
D.1955

Answer C
Explanation Central Vigilance Commission (CVC) was created in 1964 to address governmental
corruption, monitoring all vigilance under the central government, and advising various
authorities.

44) The second phase of NSM will be completed in _____________.
A.September 2021
B.October 2021
C.November 2021
D.December 2021

Answer A
Explanation The second phase of NSM will be completed in September 2021, when the countrys
computing power will reach 16 Petaflops (PF).

45) Who is the current Central Vigilance Commissioner of India?
A.Sanjay Kothari
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B.K. V. Chowdary
C.Pradeep Kumar
D.Rajeev Maharshi

Answer A
Explanation Sh. Sanjay Kothari is the current Chief Central Vigilance Commissioner of India.
He took charge on 25 April 2020.

46) Chaff Technology is developed by _____________.
A.ISRO
B.DRDO
C.NASA
D.JAXA

Answer A
Explanation The DRDO has developed advanced Chaff Technology to protect the naval ships
from enemy missile attacks.

47) Who of the following is not the part of the committee to select the CVC?
A.Home Minister
B.Leader of opposition in the Lok Sabha
C.Prime Minister of India
D.Leader of opposition in the Rajya Sabha

Answer D
Explanation The Central Vigilance Commissioner is to be appointed by the President of India on
the recommendations of the committee comprises of the PM. Home Minister and Leader of
Opposition in the Lok Sabha.

48) When was NAFED established?
A.1958
B.1968
C.1978
D.1988
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Answer A
Explanation The National Agricultural Cooperative Marketing Federation of India (NAFED) is
an organisation of marketing cooperatives for agricultural produce.It was established on October
2 1958 under the Multi State Cooperative Societies Act. It was set up with the aim of promoting
co-operative marketing of agricultural produce that would benefit farmers.

49) Which of the following is not the function of the CVC?
A.The Commission is mainly an advisory body and has no adjudicatory functions.
B.To exercise superintendence over the functions of Delhi special police establishment
C.To tender advice to the central government and all its authorities on such matters referred to it
by them.
D.All the above

Answer D
Explanation All are the functions of the CVC.

50) Where are regional offices of NAFED?
A.Chennai
B.Kolkata
C.Mumbai
D.All the above

Answer D
Explanation NAFED has its headquarters in New Delhi with regional offices in Delhi, Mumbai,
Chennai and Kolkata. It also operates 28 zonal offices in capitals of states and other crucial
cities.The NAFED is part of Operation Greens where price stabilization measures are
implemented in order to increase farmers income by 2022.

51) The Reserve Bank of India conducts a consumer confidence survey
______________.
A.every 3 months
B.every 2 months
C.every month
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D.Once a year

Answer B
Explanation The Reserve Bank of India conducts a consumer confidence survey every two
months. The survey was conducted to measure how pessimistic or optimistic consumers are about
their financial situation.The survey was conducted through telephone interviews. It takes place in
major cities such as Bangalore, Chennai, Delhi, Hyderabad, Ahmedabad, Jaipur, Lucknow, Patna,
Trivandrum, and Mumbai.

52) Where is the headquarter of CVC?
A.Mumbai
B.New Delhi
C.Kolkata
D.Bangalore

Answer B
Explanation The headquarter of CVC is in New Delhi. The Commission shall consist of: A
Central Vigilance Commissioner - Chairperson and not more than two Vigilance Commissioners
as its Members.

53) Where is the headquarter of NAFED?
A.Mumbai
B.New Delhi
C.Kolkata
D.Chennai

Answer B
Explanation NAFED has its headquarters in New Delhi with regional offices in Delhi, Mumbai,
Chennai and Kolkata. It also operates 28 zonal offices in capitals of states and other crucial
cities.The NAFED is part of Operation Greens where price stabilization measures are
implemented in order to increase farmers income by 2022.
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