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BANKING & FINANCE
Finance Minister attended 5th Annual Meeting of Board of Governors of NDB
Union Minister of Finance & Corporate Affairs Nirmala Sitharaman
participated in the 5th Annual Meeting of Board of Governors of New
Development Bank (NDB) through video-conference in New Delhi on 20 April.
Conference Highlights:
NDB's efforts to deliver its mandate successfully by taking a more sustainable and
inclusive approach were highlighted.
The Minister discussed the bank's effort on fast-tracking of financial assistance of
about $5 billion to BRICS countries including Emergency Assistance of $1 billion
India to combat COVID-19 pandemic.
The Bank has directed the bank's assistance under this facility to be enhanced to
$10 billion.
The bank has initiated the creation of a COVID-19 Emergency Fund and supported
India's efforts in supplying critical medicine to the needy countries to tackle the
COVID-19.
The various measurements of the bank to support India in tackling the COVID-19
pandemic include an allocation of $2 Billion by GoI to strengthen the healthcare
system.
It also announced a scheme of social support measures amounting to $25 Billion to
alleviate the hardship of the poor and the vulnerable and provided insurance cover
of $67,000 per person to over 2.2 million frontline health workers.
It also provides others provision of relief to firms in statutory and regulatory
compliance matters and easing of monetary policy by the RBI.
It was suggested that the bank take appropriate measures to join the G-20 forum
along with other Multilateral Development Banks (MDBs) and the International
Financial Institutions (IFIs).
New Development Bank (NDB):
NDB was established by the BRICS (Brazil, Russia, India, China, and South
Africa) countries in 2014. The Bank aims to mobilize resources for infrastructure
and sustainable development projects in BRICS and other emerging market
economies. It also supports the existing efforts of multilateral and regional financial
institutions for global growth and development. NDB has approved 14 projects in
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India for an amount of $4,183 million, so far.
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INTERNATIONAL
UNODC launched a series of online dialogues with students
The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crimes (UNODC) launched a
"Lockdown Learners' series of online dialogues with students and
educators" in India. The series includes COVID-19 and its impact on Sustainable
Development Goals (SDG), peace, and rule of law. The dialogues have been
launched by the United Nations body under its flagship program "Education for
Justice".
Aim:
The aim of the initiative is to teach the students on concerns of vulnerable groups
and emerging issues like cybercrime, misinformation, gender-based violence,
discrimination, corruption among others.
Highlights:
The Lockdown Learners series will provide a platform for students to receive
mentorship and knowledge support through activity-based learning, and use their
talent and skills.
The day also promotes awareness and shares their ideas and solutions to address
some of these problems.
Under the initiative, Educational resources have been shared with partner schools
in New Delhi, Mumbai, and Bengaluru.
It also focuses on conducting interactions convened with hundreds of students and
educators, Samarth Pathak, UNODC's Communications Officer for South
Asia.
The initiative invited schools to join UNODC's efforts to create a positive
framework for students to be productive and engaged during the period of
lockdown, reduce stress through positive messaging, and empower young people.
The products of the initiative include free-to-use educational material, comics,
board, and online games, The Zorbs cartoon series, and other modules and videos.
It can be used by teachers and students at home to develop an understanding of
peace and the rule of law.
United Nations Office on Drugs and Crimes (UNODC):
Established on: 1997
Headquarters: Vienna, Austria
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UNODC functions under the United Nations Development Group. It addresses a
coordinated, crime prevention and criminal justice, comprehensive response to the
interrelated issues of illicit trafficking in and abuse of drugs, international terrorism,
and political corruption.

Lebanon legalizes cannabis farming in the country
Lebanon has legalized cannabis farming in the country with a hope that sales from
the plant will provide some relief to its debt-ridden economy. With this, it became
the first Arab country to legalize marijuana farming.
The legislation stated that marijuana cultivation will be considered for medicinal
and industrial purposes. Any recreational use of marijuana will remain illegal.
Why legalize marijuana cultivation?
The move comes after the New York-based global consulting company
McKinsey had estimated the cultivation of cannabis in Lebanon could generate up
to $1 billion per year in government revenue. The revenue is needed badly for
Lebanon's ailing economy which is experiencing its worst downturn since
the 1975-1990 civil war.
A government team will now study which soil in which regions are most suitable
for cannabis farming. The "Cannabis Cultivation Body', created by the Lebanese
government, will oversee planting, harvesting, and manufacturing of cannabis.
Cannabis in Lebanon:
According to the United Nations, Lebanon is the third-largest source of cannabis
resin worldwide, after Morocco and Afghanistan. Although growing the cannabis
crop was illegal, farmers of the Bekaa Valley have been cultivating the plant for
centuries.
Lebanon:
President: Michel Aoun
Prime Minister: Hassan Diab
Capital: Beirut
Official language: Arabic
Currency: Lebanese pound (LBP)

Tianwen-1 - Chinas Mars exploration mission
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China named its first Mars exploration mission as Tianwen-1 as it celebrated
Space Day on 24 April. The observation marks the 50th anniversary of the launch
of the country's first satellite Dong Fang Hong-I in 1970. China's first Mars mission
has been scheduled to launch in 2020.
China's Mars Mission:
China National Space Administration's (CNSA) Mars mission as "Tianwen." It
means Heavenly Questions or Questions to Heaven, a poem written by China's wellknown poet Qu Yuan (340-278 BC).
CNSA stated that China's future planetary exploration missions will be named the
Tianwen series. It signifies the Chinese nation's perseverance in pursuing truth and
science and exploring nature and the universe.
China's Mars mission includes complete orbiting, landing, and roving in one
mission.
With this mission, the country aims to catch up with India, the US, Russia, and the
European Union who is already executing their Mars Mission.
China in Space Mission:
China in recent years has emerged as a major space power with manned space
missions and landing a rover in the dark side of the moon. It is currently building a
space station of its own. However, China's attempts to send an exploratory probe to
Mars called Yinghuo-l, in a Russian spacecraft in 2011 failed as shortly after the
launch and it was declared lost and later burnt during re-entry.
The US, Russia, the EU besides India so far succeeded in sending missions to
Mars regarded as the most complex space mission. India became the first Asian
country to have successfully launched its Mars orbiter mission, Mangalyaan which
has entered the orbit of the red planet in 2014. India also became the first country to
have entered the Martian orbit in its first attempt.

Iran launched Noor, its first military satellite
Iran launched its first military satellite called "Noor" into orbit. This launch has
raised tensions with the US at a time the two countries are already facing off in the
Persian Gulf.
Noor:
The satellite took off on top of a relatively unknown rocket called Ghased or
"Messenger," from Iran's Central Desert and reached an altitude of 425 kilometers
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(265 miles), above the Earth.
The Noor satellite was launched by a three-stage rocket that was powered by a
combination of solid and liquid fuels.
The US has accused Iran of violating the 2015 UN security council resolution.
As per the resolution, Iran can not undertake any activity related to ballistic
missiles designed to be capable of delivering nuclear weapons, including launches
using such ballistic missile technology.

NASA develops VITAL, a new ventilator tailored specifically to treat
COVID-19 patients
The US space agency NASA engineers have developed "VITAL", a new highpressure ventilator tailored specifically to treat COVID-19 patients. The ventilator
can be easily built.
VITAL:
VITAL (Ventilator Intervention Technology Accessible Locally) ventilator has
passed a critical test at the Icahn School of Medicine in New York.
VITAL has been designed to treat COVID-19 patients with milder symptoms. It
will keep the country's limited supply of traditional ventilators available for patients
with more severe COVID-19 symptoms.
After FDA approval, the ventilator can be used to treat COVID-19 patients.
VITAL can be built faster and easily. It can be maintained more easily than a
traditional ventilator.
The ventilator is composed of far fewer parts, many of which are currently
available to potential manufacturers through existing supply chains.

UNCTAD cancels USD 1 trillion debts owed by developing countries
The United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) has
cancelled over $1 trillion debt owed by developing countries amid the COVID-19
pandemic. It aims to help them overcome the impact of the coronavirus pandemic.
Highlights:
UNCTAD report stated that over 64 low-income countries currently spend more on
debt service than their health systems. For developing countries debt has become
inevitable, especially due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
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UNCTAD estimated financing and liquidity requirements due to the pandemic
sums up to at least $2.5 trillion.
The high-income developing nations have debt service obligations of between $2
to $2.3 trillion in 2020 and 2021. Also, the UNCTAD stated that the middle and
low-income countries have debt service obligations of $700 billion to $1.1 trillion.
Earlier, the G20 countries allocated $8 trillion into a stimulus for their own
economies. The G20 nations agreed to suspend the bilateral debt service payments
by the world's poorest countries until the end of 2020.
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INDIAN AFFAIRS
Centre launched online data pool of critical human resource to combat
COVID-19 pandemic
Government of India has created an online data pool on
https://covidwarriors.gov.in of doctors including Ayurveda, Yoga & Naturopathy,
Unani, Siddha and Homoeopathy (AYUSH) doctors, nurses and other health care
professionals, volunteers from National Cadet Corps (NCC), National Service
Scheme (NSS), Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana (PMKVY), exServicemen, etc. The data pool aims for use by the ground level administration at
state, district or municipal levels.
Highlights:
The Dashboard master database of details of Healthcare Professionals and
Volunteers contains state wise and district wise availability of the large pool of
human resources from various groups along with contact details of the nodal
officers.
The dashboard is available for use by various authorities to prepare Crisis
Management/Contingency Plans based on the available manpower, in
coordination with nodal officers for each group.
This database can also be used to utilize the services of volunteers for enforcing
social distancing at banks, ration shops, mandis and for providing help to elderly,
divyang and orphanages.
It will help States/UTs to move human resources from one location to the other for
their utilization.
Background:
Earlier, Centre has also launched iGOT online training modules mounted on an
especial digital platform Integrated Government Online Training (iGOT) portal
(https://igot.gov.in) for training and capacity building of doctors, nurses,
paramedics, hygiene workers, technicians, AYUSH doctors and staff, other
frontline workers and volunteers. This platform provides anytime onsite delivery of
training material/modules through any device (mobile/laptop/desktop).
Government of India has constituted 11 Empowered Groups to formulate plans
and provide solutions to address the challenges of the COVID-19 outbreak in the
country. Empowered Group headed by Dr.Panda, Secretary, MSME was mandated
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with identification of human resources for various COVID-19 related activities
along with necessary capacity building for them.

States, UTs to ensure Smooth Movement of the entire Supply Chain of
essential goods
Centre issued an order to exempt certain activities under the consolidated revised
guidelines to all Ministries/Departments of the country. The announcement was
made by the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA).
Highlights:
As per clause 14(v) of the consolidated revised guidelines, MHA excluded the
companies relating to E-commerce companies.
The operations of e-commerce companies for non-essential goods stand
prohibited and they will continue to operate for essential goods as has been
allowed earlier and continue to be allowed under the guidelines.
The government earlier approved that the vehicles used by e-commerce operators
would be allowed to ply with necessary permissions.
The States/UTs have been directed to clarify the announcement of MHA to all the
field agencies. It also adequately disseminated amongst the general public to ensure
smooth movement of the entire supply chain of essential goods, including by ecommerce. It has also been communicated that the guidelines/ Orders issued by the
State Governments/UT Administration in pursuance to MHA Orders may be
suitably modified to reflect the correct position.

UP became the first state in India to geotag its 7,368 community kitchens
Uttar Pradesh became the first state in India to geotag its 7,368 community
kitchens and community shelters across 75 districts which produce 12 lakh food
packets a day.
Highlights:
The UP state government has partnered with Google to 'Geo-map' the locations of
all these establishments on the Google Maps app for ease of beneficiaries.
The state government has established community kitchens in adequate
numbers in each of the 75 districts.
More than two crore food packets have been distributed in Uttar Pradesh since 25
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March.
Out of these 7,368 community kitchens in the state, 668 are being run by NGOs
and religious institutions.
The government faced a challenge during the lockdown about passing the
information among the general populace regarding the location of shelter homes
and community kitchens.To solve this issue, the IT Department and the Remote
Sensing Applications Centre (RSAC), Lucknow, are developing for a solution.

Study says renewable energy subsidies in India dropped by 35 percent in
2016-19 period
A new study by the International Institute for Sustainable Development
(IISD) and the Council on Energy, Environment, and Water (CEEW) report
stated that India's renewable energy subsidies fell 35% between 2016-17 and
2018-19.
Report Highlights:
The report was titled "Mapping India's Energy Subsidies 2020" which said that
the support for renewable energy was to increase again. But the COVID-19
pandemic has made it critical to stay on track.
Policy decisions such as the solar safeguard duty and tariff caps on auctions meant
that there was a slowdown in new capacity addition and as a result of lower state
subsidy outgo as well.
Those resources post-COVID-19 will present a good opportunity for the
government to rein in specific fossil fuel subsidies and create more fiscal room to
promote renewables and other welfare schemes.
It also said that the oil and gas subsidies, however, increased by 65% in the same
period.

India sets up high-level task force to develop vaccine for COVID-19 pandemic
Government of India formed a high-level task force to research on coronavirus
and develop a vaccine. The task force will work along with the international
community on the vaccine development process for coronavirus.
High-level taskforce:
The high-level task force will be co-chaired by Member, NITI Aayog, and
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Principal Scientific Adviser to the Government of India, Professor K Vijay
Raghavan.
The central coordinating authority of the task force is the Department of
Biotechnology (DBT).
The task force is to set up a process for vaccine development.
It will make a list of national and international organizations working on vaccine
development. DBT will monitor the progress of research works and also facilitate
the process.
The task force will create clinical cohorts that focus on long term follow-up of
people for a better understanding of the disease. It will also collect bio-specimens
which will form the basis for further trials of drugs and vaccines. This is different
from sample testing protocols.
Over 70 clinical trials are taking place all over the world to find a vaccine for
coronavirus. At least 5 have entered the human trial stage. Indian companies,
including the Serum Institute, Zydus Cadila, Bharat Biotech and Biological E are
also working on the vaccine, but they are in the preclinical stage.

Ministry of Road launched website to aid drivers and cargos during lockdown
The Ministry of Road Transport and Highways (MoRTH) launched a dashboard
link on its website on 20 April. The website aims to aid drivers who travel to
different places in the country.
Highlights:
The website provides a list and details of Dhabas and Truck repair shops available
across the country by various organizations like the National Highways Authority
of India (NHAI), States, Oil Marketing companies.
The
list
can
be
accessed
at
https://morth.nic.in/dhabas-truck-repair-shops-opened-during-covid-19.
The website will facilitate the truck and the cargo drivers and cleaners in their
movement while traveling between different places of the country for delivering
required goods during the lockdown which was imposed to contain the COVID-19
pandemic.
Regular contact is being maintained with various stakeholders particularly
States/UTs, Oil Marketing Companies (OMCs), etc in providing information that is
then updated on the dashboard link on the MoRTH website.
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NHAI's centralized call number 1033 has also been enabled to answer calls and
help drivers/cleaners to find information about the dhabaas and repair shops along
National Highways.
It may be stated that these Dhabas and repair shops, drivers, cleaners or any other
person in the chain of movement of goods, shall follow all the necessary
precautions and healthcare protocols of social distancing, use of masks, hygiene,
etc.

GoI released Rs.17,793 crore Under PM-KISAN Scheme farmer families
during lockdown
The Department of Agriculture, Cooperation and Farmers Welfare, Ministry of
Agriculture & Farmers Welfare of Government of India has taken several measures
to facilitate the farmers and farming activities at field level during the nationwide
lockdown due to COVID-19 pandemic.
Measures:
Under the Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi (PM-KISAN) Scheme, over 8.89
crore farmer families have been benefitted. A total amount of Rs.17,793 crore has
been released so far.
The Government has decided to distribute pulses to the eligible households under
Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Yojana (PMGKY). It aimed to provide food security
during the COVID-19 pandemic. About 107,077.85 MT pulses have been issued to
the States/Union Territories so far.
Under PMGKY, the States/UTs namely Andaman and Nicobar, Andhra Pradesh,
Chandigarh, Chhattisgarh, Daman & Diu, Goa, Gujarat have commenced the
distribution of pulses to the beneficiaries. The other states like Delhi, Madhya
Pradesh, Punjab, Rajasthan, Telangana, Uttar Pradesh, and West Bengal have
received the partial stock. The states will commence the distribution to the
beneficiaries in a phased manner as per their plan.
The distribution of pulses under PMGKY will benefit around 19.50 crore
households spread across 36 States and UTs.

Ramesh Pokhriyal chaired the review meeting on SWAYAM and SWAYAM
Prabha in New Delhi
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Union Minister for Human Resource Development (MHRD) Ramesh Pokhriyal
'Nishank' held a detailed review of the National online education platform
SWAYAM and the 32 DTH Television Education Channels SWAYAM PRABHA
in New Delhi on 20 April. During the lockdown, there occurred a tremendous
increase in demand and the usage of SWAYAM Courses and SWAYAM
PRABHA videos.
Highlights:
SWAYAM:
SWAYAM was launched in 2017 by MHRD, GoI. Currently, there are 1902
courses available in SWAYAM. It has been offered to 1.56 crore students. Over 26
lakh students are taking 574 courses on offer.
SWAYAM 2.0 also supports the launch of Online degree programs. Mapping of
SWAYAM courses to the AICTE model curriculum has been done, gaps identified.
A similar exercise for non-technical courses is underway by a committee of UGC.
It was decided that all the 1900 SWAYAM Courses and 60000 SWAYAM
PRABHA videos would be translated into ten regional languages and made
available to the students so that more benefits can be derived from the same. The
whole project has been scheduled to be completed in a time-bound manner.
MHRD has announced to provide more courses under SWAYAM, appropriate
incentives for their career will be provided. Also, UGC was asked to prepare
guidelines regarding online and Distance learning guidelines to increase Gross
Enrolment Ratio.
SWAYAM Prabha:
The SWAYAM PRABHA is a group of 32 Direct-to-home television (DTH)
channels devoted to telecasting high-quality educational programs on 24X7 basis
using the GSAT-15 satellite. There will be new content for a minimum of 4 hours
which will be repeated 5 more times in a day, allowing the students to choose the
time of their convenience.
SWAYAM Prabha has been directed to redistribute the channels to match
available content, and viewership shall be explored. It was also decided to enrich
the content in SWAYAM PRABHA by collecting content from those who are
willing to contribute the same under Vidya Daan Programme. For the translation of
the content of four IIT-PAL channels, CBSE, NIOS shall provide all assistance to
IIT-Delhi. This matter shall be followed up by JS( IEC) in MHRD.
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Chandigarh city uses Vehicle tracking applications for waste collecting in
COVID-19 pandemic
Chandigarh city uses Vehicle tracking applications and GPS (Global
Positioning System) enabled smartwatches for waste collection drivers in its
fight against COVID-19 pandemic.
Waste Collection:
The city has allocated 15 vehicles with a team of drivers and helpers equipped with
Personal protective equipment (PPE) kits were deputed for collection and
transportation of waste from Quarantines households. Quarantined households were
divided into four zones supervised by one supervisor each.
All the drivers of these collection vehicles wear GPS enabled smartwatch under the
e-Human Resource Tracking Project (E-HRTS). The movement of all vehicles is
tracked through these smartwatches through a dashboard. The sole target of this
tracking is to ensure that no Quarantined household should be left out.
other Measures:
Public places are sanitized regularly. Sanitization of dense areas/ slums and mandis
is being carried out using Drones.
The migrant-worker shelter has been set up where pre-cooked food is being
served to the workers.
For urban poor, the city government has tied up with civil society, private sector,
restaurants and various donors for distribution of food, soap, sanitary napkins and
ration through NULM and Vendor cell network.
Municipal Corporation of Chandigarh (MCC) has developed Google forms to
identify requirements of shopkeepers and maintained the supply chain by making it
available to the distributors.
Municipal Corporation in collaboration with Chandigarh Transport Undertaking
also started delivering fruits and vegetables at a neighbourhood level on a regular
basis. The service is available to all 12 lakh citizens and is being utilized across the
city by over one and a half lakh households.
Doorstep distribution of Personal Hygiene kits which includes masks, sanitizers,
sanitary napkins, baby diapers, soap, disinfectants such as Dettol, Savlon, etc.;
500kg of dry ready to eat oatmeal; 4 days dry Ration including Wheat flour 10kg,
pulses, sugar 1 kg each, mustard oil 1 litre, half kg detergent and 200gm pickles to
urban poor households was carried out in the city to avoid COVID-19 spread.
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Advisory Council of the 15th Finance Commission to meet on 23-24 April
The Economic Advisory Council of the Fifteenth Finance Commission (XIVFC) has been scheduled to meet on 23-24 April 2020. The online meeting will be
presided by Chairman of the 15th Finance Commission Shri N.K. Singh. The
meeting will be attended by all the Members, Senior Officials of the Finance
Commission and the 5 Members of the Council including Dr.Krishnamurthy
Subramanian, Dr.Sajjid Z Chinoy, Dr.Prachi Mishra, Mr.Neelkanth Mishra and Dr.
Omkar Goswami on 23 April 2020.
The meeting with the remaining Members of the Council will be held on the next
day 24 April, 2020.
Agenda:
The meeting will discuss the implications of the pandemic for GDP growth in
2020-21 and 2021-22.
The Ministers and officials will discuss the uncertainty about macro variables over
time.
Discussions will include possible assumptions for tax buoyancy and revenue in
2020 & 2021 and idea to the public expenditure fillip to shore up the economy.

Harsh Vardhan launched the COVID India Seva
Union Minister of Health & Family Welfare, Dr. Harsh Vardhan launched
the COVID India Seva on 21 April. The interactive platform aims to establish a
direct channel of communication with millions of Indians amid the pandemic.
Highlights:
The initiative is aimed at enabling transparent e-governance delivery in real-time
and answering citizen queries swiftly, at scale, especially in crisis situations like the
ongoing COVID-19 pandemic.
Through this platform, people can pose queries @CovidIndiaSeva and get them
responded to in almost real-time.
@CovidIndiaSeva works off a dashboard at the backend that helps process large
volumes of tweets, converts them into resolvable tickets, and assigns them to the
relevant authority for real-time resolution.
Everyone can benefit from the responses received around common queries because
of its transparency. It is important to note that the Ministry will respond to broader
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queries and public health information. This does not require the public to share
personal contact details or health record details.

Pune develops Saiyam app to track home-quarantines citizens
Pune Municipal Corporation under Smart Cities Mission (SCM) has launched
a mobile application named "Saiyam". The app aims to effectively track homequarantines citizens and ensure they are actually staying in the home.
Saiyam app:
The app has been developed to monitor home quarantined citizens.
The city administration has appointed dedicated teams for five zones to conduct a
follow-up with people under home quarantine on a daily basis.
The teams will check on people who have recently returned from international trips
and those discharged after treatment for COVID-19.
The teams will seek updates from quarantined people on their health status and
details of persons in contact with them.
For persons sporting the home quarantine stamp, the teams will check if separate
food, bed, utensils, clothes, and washrooms are provided to them.
They will check if those under home quarantine have downloaded the Saiyam
Mobile Application. The Mobile Application has GPS tracking so that whenever
quarantined citizens leave their homes, City Administration gets alerted and the
local ward or the local police station gets informed, who then visit the family.
Movements of the citizens can be monitored centrally in real-time from the
monitoring cell and are marked as Red, Amber or Green. Red signifies that the
person has ventured out for longer duration; Yellow signifies that the person has
limited movements and Green signifies that the person is confined to house limits.

Uttar Pradesh govt orders complete sealing of Delhi-Noida border
Uttar Pradesh government ordered complete sealing of the Delhi-Noida border
till further orders as a precautionary measure to contain the spread of COVID-19
infection in Gautam Budhha Nagar district. The final order issued by the District
Magistrate, Gautam Buddha Nagar, the COVID-19 related services with a valid
pass issued by an authorized official. The movement of transport vehicles,
Ambulance Services, specialist doctors serving in Noida based hospitals shall be
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allowed. The Central Government Officers above the rank of Deputy Secretary with
identity card issued by the Ministry of Home Affairs and Media personnel with a
valid pass issued from the office of Additional Commissioner of Police. The old
system of accepting ID cards shall be in place till 22nd April. This relaxation is
valid for media personnel only.

Shri Narendra Singh Tomar participates in the G-20 Agriculture Ministers
Meeting through Video Conferencing
Union Agriculture Minister Shri Narendra Singh Tomar took part in an
Extraordinary virtual meeting of G-20 Agriculture Ministers. The main aim is to
address the issue of COVID-19 impacts on food security, safety, and nutrition. The
Government of India exempt all agriculture operations during the lockdown period
and ensuring the continued availability of essential agriculture produce and supply.
Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi supporting countries to tide over this crisis in
various ways and that agriculture will not lag, consistent with the needs of our
citizens.
The G-20 Agriculture Ministers virtual meeting organized through video
conferencing by the Saudi Presidency to deliberate on the ways and means of
ensuring continuity of food supply value chain, including the livelihood of farmers.
Shri Tomar welcomed the initiative taken by Saudi Arabia to bring the G-20
countries together. The G-20 nations resolved to have international cooperation in
the backdrop of COVID-19 pandemic. They decided to work together for food
security and nutrition, share best practices and lessons learned, promote research,
responsible investments, innovations, and reforms that will improve the
sustainability and resilience of agriculture and food systems. The G-20 nations
agreed to develop science-based international guidelines on stricter safety and
hygienic measures for zoonosis control.

Indian Railways providing 10000 water bottles per day to Delhi Police
Indian Railways among the organizations started providing 10,000 water bottles
per day to Delhi Police personnel out on the streets in the fight against COVID-19.
Indian Railways along with IRCTC, RPF and Zonal Railways distributed 50,000
water bottles in New Delhi.
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These policemen are performing their duties round the clock to not only to ensure
that lockdown is implemented but also accompany doctors and paramedics in
various locations under challenging circumstances. Indian Railways also providing
hot cooked meals to needy people during the lockdown. Distribution of free hot
cooked meals by Indian Railways has crossed the two million mark.

Cabinet approves Rs.15,000 crore for India COVID-19 Emergency Response
The Union Cabinet led by the Prime Minister Narendra Modi approved
significant investments to the tune of Rs.15,000 crore for 'India COVID-19
Emergency Response and Health System Preparedness Package'.
Highlights:
The funds will be utilized in 3 Phases. Out of the total amount, an amount of
Rs.7,774 crore will be used for immediate COVID-19 Emergency Response and
the rest of the amount for medium-term support, of around 1-4 years, will be
provided under mission mode approach.
The main objectives of the package will support the mounting emergency response
to slow and limit COVID-19 in India through the development of diagnostics and
COV1D-19 dedicated treatment facilities. It will also provide aid to the centralized
procurement of essential medical equipment and drugs required for the treatment of
infected patients, strengthen and build resilient National and State health systems to
support prevention and preparedness for future disease outbreaks.
Under this, the Centre will set up laboratories and bolster surveillance activities,
biosecurity preparedness, pandemic research and proactively engage communities
and conduct risk communication activities.
The interventions and proactive initiatives would be implemented under the overall
umbrella of the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare.
Phase I aims to strengthen existing health facilities as COVID Dedicated
Hospitals, Dedicated COVID Health Center, and Dedicated COVID Care
Centers.
It will also provide detailed guidelines, protocols, and advisory for quarantine,
isolation, testing, treatment, disease containment, decontamination, social
distancing, and surveillance.
The amount will be used for mounting robust emergency response, strengthening
National and State health systems followed by strengthening pandemic research
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and multi-sector national institutions and platforms for One-Health, community
engagement, and risk communications and implementation, management, capacity
building, monitoring, and evaluation components.

Karnataka launched Apthamitra helpline and app to fight against coronavirus
The Karnataka State government launched the "Apthamitra" helpline on 22
April. It was aimed to empower people in the state's fight against coronavirus. It
was launched by Chief Minister B S Yediyurappa.
Developed by:
The system and website are owned by Health and Family Welfare Department and
State Disaster Management Authority. The system functions under the aegis of
NASSCOM, Bengaluru. Also, the Digital Mobile app was developed by Infosys
BPM.
Apthamitra:
Apthamitra is provided with an exclusive toll-free number and a mobile app. It
was aimed to provide required medical advice and guidance for those in need
during the lockdown.
Anyone who has symptoms of coronavirus can call the helpline from their home,
get medical advice or assistance, and get their doubts cleared.
Based on the symptoms said by the customer, an expert team of doctors will
provide suggestions and guidance.
The 'Apthamitra' helpline will function from 8 am to 8 pm. The helpline Centers
are located at six locations in Bengaluru (4 centers), Mysore and Mangalore
(Bantwal) with a total of 300 seat capacity.
It is a 2-tier system. Tier I is manned by AYUSH or nursing or pharma final
year volunteer students and tier-II is manned by MBBS or Integrated Medicine or
AYUSH volunteer doctors.
It will connect the people from their respective locations for risk assessment,
counselling, telemedicine, and referral for testing and treatment.
The helpline "14410" will cover residents in all parts of the state.
The 'Apthamitra' App will help smartphone users to seek advice for telemedicine
from doctors directly.
The initiative will help people to identify the people who have Influenza-Like
Illness (ILI), Severe Acute Respiratory Infection (SERI), coronavirus like
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symptoms, or having a high risk of getting infected.
It will identify people with low risk, but having some symptoms similar to those of
coronavirus and provide them telemedicine support with OTC medicines, and
counsel them for self-quarantine.

CSIR-IGIB develops FELUDA, a low-cost coronavirus test for detection of the
pathogen
Scientists from the Council of Scientific & Industrial Research-Institute of
Genomics and Integrative Biology (CSIR-IGIB) have developed 'Feluda', a lowcost coronavirus test for detection of the pathogen. It will not require any expensive
machines.
Feluda:
The device 'Feluda' was named after the detective character in legendary
filmmaker Satyajit Ray's stories.
The test was developed by Debojyoti Chakraborty and Souvik Maiti. It is expected
that this test will be a simpler way of detecting SARS-coV2 presence in clinical
samples.
The start of the test method is similar to the real-time reverse transcriptionpolymerase chain reaction (RT-PCR), where the ribonucleic acid (RNA) is
extracted and converted into DNA.
But the newly developed method differs by using a specifically designed PCR
reaction to amplify a part of the viral nucleic acid sequence. After this, a highly
specific CRISPR, FnCAS9 binds to that sequence which can be visualized as a
positive band. CRISPR, FnCAS9 were developed at IGIB.
The method uses fluorescent reporters, to amplify and detect viral nucleic acid
presence.
The total time required for the test is less than one hour.
Implementation of the method requires expensive Real-Time PCR machines that
are available at specialized sites.
After successful validation by regulatory agencies, it would allow the test to be
done in local path-labs that do not have expensive real-time PCR machines, but
simple cheap thermo-blocks used for conventional PCR.
CSIR-IGIB:
CSIR Institute of Genomics and Integrative Biology (CSIR-IGIB) was established
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in 1977. The primary focus is on integrative biology. It aims to translate concepts
developed in basic biological research to commercially viable technologies for the
utilization of health care across the country. It functions under the Council of
Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR).

BRO constructs Permanent bridge on river Ravi
Border Roads Organisation (BRO) has constructed a new permanent bridge on
the river Ravi connecting Kasowal enclave in Punjab to the rest of the country. The
bridge was opened on 22 April. The bridge was completed ahead of the schedule
and opened to farmers.
Highlights:
The 484-meter bridge was built by 141 Drain Maintenance Coy of 49 Border
Roads Task Force (BRTF) of Project Chetak.
The cost for the construction of the bridge is Rs.17.89 crore, excluding various
approaches.
The bridge consists of 16 cells of 30.25 m length each.
the enclave is around 35 square kilometers. It had been connected via a pontoon
bridge of limited load capacity.
The pontoon bridge used to be dismantled every year prior to the Monsoon so that
it does not get washed away in the strong currents of the river. Because of this
issue, thousands of acres of fertile land across the river could not be tilled by
farmers during the Monsoon.
To avoid this, a Class 70 permanent bridge with all-weather connectivity was
planned and built by the BRO.
The bridge will ensure that the locals will not suffer during the harvest season. The
bridge has been built in a way that it does get damaged because of the heavy
discharge of water and the tendency of the river to change course in the monsoons.

Defence Minister launched Mobile Virology Research and Diagnostics
Laboratory
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh unveiled a Mobile Virology Research and
Diagnostics Laboratory (MVRDL) via video conference on 23 April. The
laboratory was developed by DRDO in association with ESIC Hospital, Hyderabad,
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the Private industry. The launching of this testing facility will aid the country to
fight COVID-19.
MVRDL:
Biosafety Level 2 and Level 3 lab will help to process more than 1,000 samples
in a day. It will enhance the country's capabilities in fighting COVID-19.
MVRL related R&D activities was developed by Research Centre Imarat (RCI),
the Hyderabad based laboratory of DRDO in consultation with ESIC Hospital,
Hyderabad.
The labs are built as per the World Health Organization (WHO) and ICMR Biosafety standards to meet international guidelines.
The labs have built-in electrical controls, LAN, Telephone cabling, and CCTV.
The Mobile Lab will carry out the diagnosis of COVID-19.
It will also help in virus culturing for drug screening, Convalescent plasma-derived
therapy, comprehensive immune profiling of COVID-19 patients towards vaccine
development early clinical trials specific to the Indian population.
This mobile lab can be positioned anywhere in the country, as per requirement.

Ministry of Tourism presented its 7th webinar of Dekho Apna Desh Webinar
Series
Ministry of Tourism presented its 7th webinar of Dekho Apna Desh Webinar
Series on "Photowalking at Varanasi: A Visual Treat," on 23 April 2020.
Varanasi: A Visual Treat:
The Varanasi: A Visual Treat webinar was presented by the team of City Explorers
Private Limited.
They introduced Varanasi's diversity, mysticism, spirituality, cultural literacy, life
experiences, and personal memories.
It showcased Varanasi as one of the oldest continuously inhabited cities in the
world hidden at every corner along with one of the finest river frontages in India.
The series also touched upon the shifting hues of Varanasi's ancient history,
cultural heritage, spiritual connection, delicious cuisines through each pitstop.
DekhoApnaDesh webinar:
The Ministry will showcase the diverse and remarkable history and culture of India
including its natural landscapes, monuments, cuisine, arts, dance forms, festivals,
and many other aspects of the rich Indian civilization. It also holds a session that
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raises awareness about tourism and social history. The webinar series will be
available on the Ministry of Tourism's social media handles, "IncredibleIndia" on
Instagram and Facebook.

Minister of HRD launched the #MyBookMyFriendcampaign
Union Minister of Human Resource Development Ramesh Pokhriyal 'Nishank'
launched the #MyBookMyFriendcampaign on social media on 23 April on the
occasion of World Book Day. World Book Day was celebrated amid the lockdown
in India.
#MyBookMyFriendcampaign:
The campaign aims to support the students at the time of lock down.
The students must read some books of interest in addition to course books so that
they will be given the opportunity to learn something new.
Various Union Ministers and prominent personalities from various parts of India
were suggested to join the campaign.
The campaign is expected to inspire all the countrymen.
#MyBookMyFriend campaign will run for the next 7 days.
People across India can join the campaign and gain benefits.

DST develops antiviral nano-coatings for making triple layer medical masks
and N-95 respirator
Department of Science and Technology (DST), Ministry of Science and
Technology has approved support for upscaling antiviral nano-coatings as part of
Nano Mission program. The antiviral nano-coating was developed by Professor
Ashwini Kumar Agrawal of the Indian Institute of Technology, Delhi.
Antiviral nano-coatings:
Antiviral nano-coatings will be used as an appropriate material for producing antiCOVID-19 Triple Layer Medical masks and N-95 respirators in large quantities.
Under the nano mission project, N9 blue nanosilver was developed at SMITA
Research Lab, IIT Delhi. Silver has a strong antimicrobial activity against bacteria,
viruses, fungus, and so on.
The N9 blue nanosilver is a highly potent antimicrobial agent. It will be further
modified to form nanocomplexes with Zinc compounds to achieve a synergistic

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(April 20 - April 26, 2020)

effect.
Also, these newly developed nanomaterials will be applied as coatings on
facemasks and other Personal protective equipment (PPEs) to improve their ability
to protect the wearer from accidental contamination from COVID-19 virus droplets.
The upscaling work of the project will be held in association with 2 industrial
partners Resil Chemicals Pvt Ltd. Bangalore and Nanoclean Global Pvt Ltd.,
New Delhi.
Resil chemicals will provide N9 blue nanosilver. Nanoclean Global will provide
face masks and PPE materials for the application of nanocoating and will help in
the design and fabrication of samples at their facilities.
The use of highly effective antimicrobial nanoparticles on PPEs, masks, etc is the
need of the hour.
The Antiviral nano-coatings will provide an extra layer of protection for the
high-risk settings, such as for the medical workers.
The antiviral properties of this compound against COVID-19 in association with
AIIMS, New Delhi, and ILBS, New Delhi will be evaluated. The shelf life of the
coatings will be evaluated and their efficacy with different storage conditions such
as temperature, humidity, and time and prepare facemasks and PPEs and provide
these for field trials.

Union HRD Minister launched Alternative Academic Calendar for the upper
primary stage
Union Human Resource Development Minister Ramesh Pokhriyal Nishank'
released the alternative academic calendars at the upper primary stage (Classes
VI to VIII) on 23 April. The calendars were developed by the NCERT under the
guidance of the MHRD.
Aim:
The move by the government is to engage students meaningfully during their stay
at home due to the COVID-19 pandemic through educational activities at home
with the help of their parents and teacher. The Calendar will empower the students,
teachers, school principals, and parents to find out positive ways to deal with
COVID-19 using on-line teaching-learning resources and also improving their
learning outcomes by getting school education at home.
New Academic Calendar:
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The Calendar will provide guidelines to the teachers on the use of various
technological tools and social media tools available for imparting education in funfilled, interesting ways, which can be used by learners, parents, and teachers even
while at home.
The varying levels of access to such tools like Mobile, Radio, Television, SMS,
and various social media were taken into account.
The calendar guides teachers to further guide parents and students through SMS on
mobile phones or through voice calls.
The calendar holds a week-wise plan. It consists of interesting and challenging
activities including various themes or chapters taken from syllabus or textbook. The
themes and the learning outcomes are mapped to facilitate teachers/parents to
assess the progress in the learning of children and also to go beyond textbooks.
It will cover experiential learning activities such as Arts Education, Physical
Exercises, yoga, pre-vocational skills, etc.
The Calendar contains class-wise and subject-wise activities related to four
languages as subject areas namely Hindi English, Urdu, and Sanskrit in tabular
forms.
The calendar includes a link for Chapter wise e-content available on
the e-pathshala, NROER, and DIKSHA portal of GoI.
The calendar also reduces stress and anxiety among teachers, students, and parents.
The Alternative Academic Calendar for the primary stage has been released by the
Union HRD Minister on 16th April 2020. The remaining classes, that is, IX to XII
and subject areas, will be covered under this calendar.

SC ruled Quantity will determine punishment not the purity of narcotic drugs
The Supreme Court (SC) ruled that punishment for possessing banned drugs
under Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances Act, 1985 will depend on the
quantity of banned substances seized from the person. It will not depend on the
purity of the illicit drug.
SC considered the fact that illicit drugs are often sold in a pure form. These
drugs are adulterated with other substances like chalk powder, zinc oxides, and
other cheaper but more dangerous impurities.
Therefore, the three-judge bench of Justices Arun Mishra, Indira Banerjee and M R
Shah ruled that per the Narcotics Drugs and Psychotropic Substances Act, the
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punishment for possessing a commercial quantity of drugs will be more compared
to the small quantity.
Background:
In 2008, the SC had ruled that since adulterated drugs contained several neutral
substances which are not psychotropic in nature, it would be wrong to punish a
person based on the weight of the seized drug. Hence, it had ruled that the
punishment for possessing drugs, whether small or commercial quantity, would be
based on determining the weight of a pure banned substance and not by the entire
weight of the seized drugs.

IIFPT manufactures nutrient-rich foods to COVID-19 patients
Indian Institute of Food Processing Technology (IIFPT), under the Ministry of
Food Processing Industries (MoFPI) has taken initiative to manufacture nutrientrich foods for COVID-19 patients at a time when the need for healthy and
immunity-boosting foods is indispensable.
Highlights:
IIFPT has been manufacturing such nutrient-rich foods for COVID-19 patients
under medical examination.
The aim is to focus on nutrition to improve immunity in the wake of COVID-19.
The scientists from the IIFPT have developed novel food product formulations
that have been packed with a range of indigenous foods.
Bread, cookies, rusks, and millet pops are being prepared on a daily basis at
IIFPT's Hazard analysis and critical control points (HACCP) and ISO Certified
Food Processing Business Incubation Center (FPBIC).
All products are being prepared and packed carefully by the IIFPT staff. No
synthetic additives are being added to these products.
They are supplied to the Medical College and Hospital to be served to the
COVID-19 patients.
Special Foods:
The package includes Bread loaves with dried moringa leaves, groundnut powder,
and whey protein to make up to around 9.8% protein and 8.1% fibre, apart from
natural immunity-boosters like garlic, turmeric, ginger, pepper, and other spices.
Cookies have around 14.16% protein and 8.71% fibre, apart from the benefits of
spice extracts. The rusks with around 12.85% protein and 10.61% fibre were
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equally good in terms of organoleptic attributes.
Indian Institute of Food Processing Technology (IIFPT):
IIFPT is a research institution that functions under the Ministry of Food Processing
Industries (MoFPI). It is located in Thanjavur, Tamil Nadu.

Shilpa Medicare launched the anti-cancer drug Dasashil
Shilpa Medicare launched its generic version of cancer drug Dasatinib. The
monthly therapy cost of Rs.6,440. The company launched the Indian branded
generic of Dasatinib, an anti-cancer drug with a brand name "Dasashil."
Dasashil:
Dasashil, the branded generic anti-cancer drug, will be available in all dosage
strengths of 20 mg, 50 mg, 70 mg, and 100 mg tablets.
The drug is used for the treatment of Chronic Myeloid Leukaemia (CML).
Dasashil will revolutionize the treatment by ensuring to make therapy available for
more Indian patients due to increased affordability.
The products are being manufactured and supplied from the company's US Food
and Drug Administration (FDA) approved manufacturing facility.
The drug can benefit around 10,000 to 15,000 new patients of CML in India.

Manipur commemorated Khongjom Day at Khongjom War Memorial
Complex
Manipur state government commemorated Khongjom Day at Khongjom War
Memorial Complex, Thoubal on 23 April. The state paid tribute to the valiant
people who fought in the Anglo-Manipuri War in 1891.
Khongjom Day:
The last battle fought between the Manipur kingdom and the British Empire was
the 1891 armed conflict. The battle was fought in Kheba Hill of Khongjom in the
Thoubal district. Manipur Kingdom lost the war. It marked the beginning of British
rule in the then princely state. Since then, the Manipur state government has been
observing 23 April as 'Khongjom Day' every year.
Manipur:
Formed on: 21 January 1972
Capital: Imphal
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Districts: 16
Governor: Najma Heptulla
Chief Minister: N. Biren Singh
Bird: Nongin
Flower: Shirui lily
Tree: Uningthou

PM launched E-Gram Swaraj portal
Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched the E-Gram Swaraj portal and app
on 24 April 2020 at the occasion of National Panchayati Raj Day on the official
web portal egramswaraj.gov.in through a video conference with Panchayat
Sarpanch. The Portal is a simplified work-based accounting application form
Panchayati Raj. It functions under the Ministry of Panchayati Raj (MoPR).
E-Gram Swaraj:
E-Gram Swaraj will monitor the events organized for the rural areas.
Candidates check the EGramSwaraj Portal link www.egramswaraj.gov.in
The portal aims to strengthen e-governance in Panchayati Raj Institutions (PRIs)
across the country.
E-Gram Swaraj aims to bring better transparency in decentralized planning,
progress reporting, and task-based accounting.
This initiative is a part of the Digital India program in the country and seeks to
promote e-governance of panchayats in villages.
The villages will be able to work and government and digitally, thus, bring digital
literacy to the villages.
The e-Gram Swaraj website lists down the latest updates such as the 65967 number
of profiles created, 244447 approved Gram Panchayat Development Plans
(GPDPs), 87434 physical progress completed, 265311 financial progress
onboarding, and 102968 geo-tagging initiated.

Centre constitutes Inter-Ministerial Central Teams to assess lockdown
measures
Central Government has formed an Inter-Ministerial Central Teams (IMCT) to
make an assessment of the situation and augment State efforts to fight and contain
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the spread of COVID-19 effectively. The teams were two for Gujarat and one each
for Telangana, Tamil Nadu, and Maharashtra.
Why IMCT?
A number of violations of the lockdown measures have been reported in some of
the districts of the country. It poses a serious health hazard and risk for the spread
of COVID-19 which is against the general interest of the public. The violations
include various incidents ranging from violence on frontline healthcare
professionals, violations of social distancing norms in market places, attacks on
police personnel, and opposition to setting up of quarantine centres, and so on.
Highlights:
The IMCTs will focus on a range of issues including compliance and
implementation of lockdown measures as per guidelines issued under the Disaster
Management Act 2005.
They will verify the supply of essential commodities, social distancing in the
movement of people outside their homes, the preparedness of health infrastructure,
hospital facilities, and sample statistics in the District.
They will ensure the safety of health professionals, availability of test kits, PPEs,
masks and other safety equipment and conditions of the relief camps for labour and
poor people.
The Committee was constituted by the Central Government in the exercise of the
powers conferred, inter alia, under Section 35(1), 35(2)(a), 35(2)(e) and 35(2)(i) of
the Disaster Management Act 2005.
GoI has directed the States government/UTs to impose stricter measures than
contemplated in the MHA Guidelines issued under the Disaster Management Act,
2005, they shall not dilute them.

PCMC sets up COVID-19 War Room to leverage technology and uses data
tracking
Under the Smart Cities Mission has set up a COVID-19 War Room
at Pimpri-Chinchwad Municipal Corporation (PCMC) to track and monitor the
COVID-19 situation in the city. The technology solutions have been adopted in the
war room for collecting, collating, and analyzing data to generate actionable
insights and aid in prompt decision making.
Following dashboards are in operation at the war room:
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Healthcare and Patient Tracking Dashboard:
PCMC has developed a dashboard that provides real-time information on COVID
related cases, testing, and healthcare arrangements. Each hospital has been provided
access to the dashboard via a dedicated online form wherein, the information is
filled by each of the hospital units which gets updated on a real-time basis on the
dashboard at ICCC. This dashboard tracks data from 10 hospitals providing
COVID treatment to provide regular updates on parameters such as - bed capacity,
sample testing, positive and quarantine cases.
COVID-19 GIS Dashboard:
COVID-19 GIS Dashboard is a location-based information system used to geotag people who are home quarantined (purple colour dots on the map), the last location
of COVID-19 positive persons, Area Cordoning, Lane closure, etc. Once a patient
is found to be COVID-19 positive, his/her last location of stay is marked on the
dashboard.
All home quarantined persons are marked on the map. This information is used to
generate a heat map that helps classify areas from low risk to high risk. This
dashboard is also used to identify epicentres of COVID-19 cases which helps the
Health Department to identify locations for immediate spraying of disinfectants.
City Surveillance Dashboard:
A total of 298 'point-tilt-zoom' surveillance cameras are installed at 85 locations
across PCMC jurisdiction to monitor the activities. A dashboard of this
surveillance system is set up at ICCC and is jointly monitored by PCMC and
Pimpri-Chinchwad Police. PCMC is also initiating video analytics which will
provide alerts in case crowd gathering of more than 3 people is spotted by the
surveillance cameras at any of the locations. Additional similar interventions are
being explored and will be implemented subsequently.
SARATHI Helpline Dashboard:
PCMC has a dedicated helpline platform namely System of Assisting Residents
and Tourists through Helpline Information (SARATHI). The citizens can
request for any assistance with respect to service delivery. All calls received
through helpline are saved as an audio file and is also documented with respect to
date and nature of the request, responsible department, and zone, the status of
closure of request. A dashboard of SARATHI is set up at ICCC which provides
analytics on: Major requests/ complaints from citizens, Request/ Complaint
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Redressal Status, Zone-wise request/ complaints, etc.

HRD Minister Ramesh Pokhriyal felicitated IIT-Delhi researchers who
developed COVID-19 Testing kit
Union Human Resource Development (HRD) Minister Ramesh Pokhriyal
'Nishank' felicitated the team of scientists from IIT-Delhi who are involved in the
development of COVID-19 probe free Real-time Polymerase Chain Reaction
(RT-PCR) Diagnostic Kit. COVID-19 Testing kit made by IIT-Delhi is in line
with the Make in India initiative
PCR Diagnostic Kit:
IIT-Delhi developed a testing kit at a very low cost for the people of India.
The kit will empower healthcare services and support the government in the time
of crisis.
The Diagnostic Kit developed by the researchers for the detection assay for
COVID-19 has been approved by the Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR)
with a sensitivity and specificity of 100%. With this, IIT-D became the first
academic institute to have obtained ICMR approval for a real-time PCR-based
diagnostic assay.
The Research team who developed includes Prashant Pradhan (Ph.D. Scholar),
Ashutosh Pandey (Ph.D. Scholar), Praveen Tripathi (Ph.D. Scholar), Dr. Akhilesh
Mishra, Dr. Parul Gupta, Dr. Sonam Dhamija, Prof. Vivekanandan Perumal, Prof.
Manoj B. Menon, Prof. Bishwajit Kundu, Prof. James Gomes of IIT Delhi.

CCMB, IGIB develops digital surveillance to monitor and control COVID-19
spread
The Centre for Cellular and Molecular Biology (CCMB) and the Institute of
Genetics and Integrated Biology (IGIB), along with a few other institutions is
currently developing digital and molecular surveillance of the spread of novel
coronavirus to understand the biology, epidemiology and disease impact.
Highlights:
The surveillance centre would be established at IGIB where all the labs, research
centres, and hospitals will share their data through cloud sharing.
The surveillance will be done at three levels namely the virus, the patient, and the
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clinical course of the patient.
Surveillance at the virus level refers to the genome of the virus. For this, CCMB
plays a major role, as it would provide the genome sequences.
The second part deals with the patient data, which is details of the patients
looking at the clinical samples.
Thirdly, the clinical course details would be clinical care data or hospital data that
leads to outcomes. Some patients require ventilators, while others are able to
recover on their own.
The data will be used by the GoI to be linked to the Aarogya Setu app. The idea is
to provide benefits to the maximum number of people.

Over 1.5 lakh farmers, traders register in Kisan Rath mobile app
Ministry of Agriculture & Farmers Welfare reported that over 1.5 lakh farmers
and traders registered on Kisan Rath' mobile app, just within one week of its
launch.
Kisan Rath:
Kisan Rath was launched by the Ministry of Agriculture & Farmers Welfare on 17
April 2020.
The app facilitates Farmers and Traders in identifying the right mode of
transportation for the movement of farm produce ranging from food grain including
cereal, coarse cereal, pulses, etc, Fruits & Vegetables, oilseeds, spices, fiber crops,
flowers, bamboo, log and minor forest produce, coconuts, etc.
The procurement of Pulses and Oilseeds on MSP is currently in progress in 20
States.
A quantity of 1,79,852.21 MT of Pulses and 1,64,195.14 MT of Oilseeds has been
procured by the National Agricultural Cooperative Marketing Federation of India
Ltd.(NAFED) and Food Corporation of India (FCI) valued at Rs.1605.43 crore
through which 2,05,869 farmers have been benefited.
The Department of Agriculture, Cooperation, and Farmers' Welfare have reported
that a total of 80,474 farmers and 70,581 traders are registered on this App, so far.
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SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY
IIA researchers connect Li abundance in interstellar space to new Li-rich red
giants
Indian Institute of Astrophysics (IIA) researchers have discovered hundreds of
Lithium (Li)-rich giant stars. This discovery proves Li is being produced in the
stars and accounts for its abundance in the interstellar medium.
Research Highlights:
The researches have also associated such Li enhancement with central Heburning stars, also known as red clump giants which opened up new vistas in the
evolution of the red giant stars.
The team cracked the long-standing problem in stellar astrophysics.
The researchers followed a two-fold strategy by increasing the sample by
systematically searching for high Lithium among low mass evolved stars in the
Galaxy and determining the exact evolutionary phase of these high Li abundance
stars. By employing data from large scale ground and space missions, they
discovered hundreds of Li-rich giants.
The researchers determined the evolutionary phase of the giant-Li by analyzing
relative positions of thousands of stars using their temperature and luminosity and
also subjecting their independent data set to atmospheric oscillations analysis using
data from Kepler Space Telescope, a NASA mission for discovering planets.
The discovery will eliminate many proposed theories such as planet engulfment or
nucleosynthesis during the red giant evolution in which helium at the center is not
burning.
Indian Institute of Astrophysics (IIA):
Established: 1786
Location: Bengaluru, Karnataka
Director: Prof. Annapurni Subramaniam
IIA is a National Research Institute of India. It conducts research in the areas of
astronomy, astrophysics and related subjects.

ARI researchers develop bug sniffer to rapidly detect bacteria
Researchers at the Agharkar Research Institute (ARI), Pune have developed
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'bug sniffer,' a sensitive and low-cost sensor to rapidly detect bacteria. The
portable device can detect as low as ten bacterial cells from a sample size of 1 mm
in just 30 minutes. The team is currently working on a method for simultaneous
separation and detection of Escherichia coli and Salmonella typhimurium.
Highlights:
The bug sniffer is a biosensor that uses synthetic peptides, magnetic
nanoparticles, and quantum dots to detect the presence of bacteria.
It will provide a cost and time-effective way of screening water and foodborne
pathogens.
The most common disease-causing bacteria Escherichia coli and Salmonella
typhimurium. They can be detected individually and simultaneously using the inhouse developed synthetic peptides, which act as a recognition element and provide
the specificity to the detection. These peptides are highly specific to the bacteria to
be detected and have extremely low cross-reactivity.
When the external magnetic field is applied, the bacteria attached to the peptide
will be isolated and immobilized. Finally, the peptide tagged with quantum dots
will be passed through the microchannels to complete the sandwiched peptide
assay.
After capturing the bacteria, microchannels will exhibit strong and stable
fluorescence due to the quantum-dot-tagged peptides.
The bug sniffer is affordable, and the raw materials required for making it are
readily available.
The researchers also developed a chip consisting of microchannels made from
copper wires and poly (dimethylsiloxane). The device can detect pathogens with a
limit of detection of 10 cells per 1 mL within 30 minutes.
Agharkar Research Institute:
Established on: 1946
Location on: Pune, Maharashtra
Founder Director: Shankar Purushottam Agharkar
Director: Dr. Kishore M Paknikar

IIT-Mandi develops magnetic RAM to enable higher data storage, faster
computation
Researchers at the Indian Institute of Technology (IIT), Mandi, have developed a
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magnetic Random Access Memory (RAM) which is faster, more energy-efficient
and capable of storing more information in a smaller volume than existing data
storage technologies.
Highlights:
The Spin-transfer torque (STT) based nano spintronic device is expected to put
an end to computer data loss due to interruptions of power supply.
It will have the capability to transform next-generation computers, smartphones,
and other gadgets.
In magnetic RAMs, data are represented as the spin of electrons. It promises better
storage capabilities than conventional charge-based RAM.
The device uses spintronic technology and utilizes the spin of the electrons to
transmit and process information, unlike normal electronic devices that are driven
by electron charges.
It harnesses the spin of electrons and manipulates the magnetic state leads to what
is known as Spin-Transfer Torque-Magnetic Random Access Memory (STTMRAM).
The existing semiconductor RAM cannot meet these massive demands of data
storage. Indeed, experts in data science predict that the demand for memory
capacity will outpace production by the end of 2020.

IIG develops model to predict ionospheric electron density can help
communication
Researchers from the Indian Institute of Geomagnetism (IIG), Navi
Mumbai, have developed a new Artificial Neural Networks based global
Ionospheric Model (ANNIM), a global model to predict the ionospheric electron
density with larger data coverage which is a crucial need for communication and
navigation.
ANNIM:
The new ANNIM uses long-term ionospheric observations to predict the
ionospheric electron density and the peak parameters.
Generally, ANNs replicate the processes in the human brain or biological neurons
to solve problems like pattern recognition, classification, clustering, generalization,
linear and nonlinear data fitting, and time series prediction.
So far, only a very few attempts have been made to model the global ionosphere
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variability using ANNs. The ionospheric variability is greatly influenced by both
solar originated processes and the neutral atmosphere origin, therefore, difficult to
model.
The researchers developed a neural network-based global ionospheric model by
using an extensive database consisting of nearly two decades of global Digisonde,
Global Navigation Satellite System (GNSS) radio occultation, and topside sounders
observations. The data was trained with the ANNs using a high-performance
computer at IIG to develop the ANNIM.
The model developed by IIG researchers may be utilized as a reference model in
the ionospheric predictions and has potential applications in calculating GNSS
positioning errors.
Note:
Digisonde is an instrument that measures real-time on-site electron density of the
ionosphere by sending the radiofrequency pulses.

Scientists develop electrocatalysts for rechargeable metal-air battery from
Fish gills
Scientists from the Institute of Nano Science and Technology (INST), Mohali,
have developed an efficient, low-cost electro-catalyst from fish gills. The catalyst
can help develop environmentally friendly renewable energy conversion and
storage technologies.
Electro-catalyst:
The bio-inspired carbon nanostructure will overcome the bottleneck in the
realization of several renewable energy conversion and storage technologies such as
fuel cell, biofuel cell, and metal-air battery.
The strategy will enrich a route to bioinspired electrocatalyst that is better than
commercial Platinum on carbon (Pt/C) catalysts.
It can be utilized as next-generation nonprecious carbon-based electrocatalyst for
energy conversion and storage applications.
In this method, the air is used as a catalyst along with a rechargeable Zn-air
battery (ZAB).
With careful selection of transition metals, the synthesis protocol can pave a new
way for low-cost electrocatalysts for efficient and environmentally friendly energy
conversion devices.
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ARI scientists develop microreactor that produces uniform size of
nanoparticles
Scientists from Agharkar Research Institute (ARI) have developed a
microreactor that can produce large quantities of uniform size of nanoparticles.
Producing a uniform size of nanoparticles has been a problem faced by the
biomedical field. This discovery will serve as a major requirement in biomedical
technology.
Highlights:
The microreactor could synthesize metal, semiconductor, and polymer
nanoparticles by continuous flow active microreactor.
Microreactor has parameters such as the concentration of reactants, flow rate,
agitation, reaction temperature, and time. It can determine the size of nanoparticles
and their distribution.
They further derived a mathematical equation using dimensional analysis to predict
process parameters accurately for achieving true monodispersity.
Using this method gold and silver, cadmium-telluride, chitosan, alginate and
hyaluronic acid nanoparticles of any size with the coefficient of variation below 5%
can be produced.
The new approach to resolve the monodispersity paradox of the nanomaterial can
be applied to other chemical reactions where stringent control on the reaction
dynamics is vital.

ARIES Scientists say Superluminous supernovae exploded rapidly and
decayed slowly
Researchers at the Aryabhatta Research Institute of Observational Sciences
(ARIES) Nainital, under the Department of Science and Technology (DST)
found that SN 2010kd, a super-luminous supernova stands out with the amount of
mass and Nickel ejected during explosion. It is much more than seen in the case of
normal core-collapse supernovae.
What is Supernovae?
Supernovae are a kind of energetic explosions where the core of massive stars goes
to a catastrophic phase of explosion liberating huge amounts of energy. These
massive stars are a few times to that of the mass of the Sun. The events are visible
through very far away distances much beyond the solar system. Superluminous
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supernovae are a special type of stellar explosions having energy output 10 or more
times higher than that of standard supernovae.
SN 2010kd:
SN 2010kd is approximately located at a distance of 1.5 Giga light-years. It was
discovered by the Robotic Optical Transient Search Experiment (ROTSE-IIIb)
telescope as a part of the ROTSE supernova verification project in the USA on
14 November 2010. It was embedded in a dwarf host galaxy towards the Leo
constellation.
The larger ejected mass of Superluminous supernovae SN 2010kd indicates that
the related star evolution might be different from other possible progenitors of
normal core-collapse supernovae with a different possible underlying physical
mechanism responsible for producing such energetic supernovae with large ejected
mass and Nickel.
Observations by the scientist:
The observations showed that various parameters like rotation and metallicity play
a crucial role in stellar explosions. There are also many more types of possible
progenitors existing in diverse environments in their host galaxies than previously
known.
Comparing the line velocities as obtained using spectral modeling, the scientists
showed that SN 2010kd exploded with a larger velocity but decayed shower than
other similar supernovae. The elected mass of the Oxygen and estimated values of
the luminosity of other spectral lines were also found to be higher for SN 2010kd.

Scientist to develop virucidal coating to prevent COVID transmission
Researchers from Faridabad-based Regional Centre for Biotechnology (RCB) has
initiated a study to engineer virucidal coatings to prevent the COVID-19
Transmission. The study is carried out in collaboration with the Translational
Health Science and Technology Institute (THSTI) and Department of Textile
Technology, Indian Institute of Technology, Delhi.
Highlights:
The study includes antimicrobial molecules that can target the membranes of
microorganisms selectively.
The molecules that will target the membranes of COVID-19 viral particles
selectively will be developed.
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These molecules will be used to develop different surfaces including glass, plastic,
and textiles including cotton, nylon, and polyester to provide a virucidal coating
that can potentially inhibit the viral transmission.
Other measures:
The researchers also initiated efforts to purify the Nonstructural protein 12
(nsp12) protein to develop high throughput plate assays. It can be used to identify
different inhibitors of the protein. These inhibitors are serving as lead molecules for
the development of drugs against the SARS-CoV-2 virus.
Researchers are to identify possible inhibitors of two other proteins from the SARSCoV-2 virus using computational tools. These include Nonstructural protein 14
(nsp14), which has a methyltransferase and exoribonuclease activity, and nsp13
which has an RNA helicase activity.
The group of researchers is also analyzing the available genome sequences of
SARS-CoV-2 to identify regions in the genome that may be structured and can be
targeted using a small molecule to perturb translation or replication of the genome.
Regional Centre for Biotechnology (RCB):
RCB is an Institution established by the Department of Biotechnology (DBT),
Government of India, under the aegis of United Nations Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Organization (UNESCO).

Astronomers found 19 asteroids orbiting the sun between Jupiter and Neptune
Astronomers found 19 asteroids that once belonged to a distant star system have
been found orbiting the Sun between Jupiter and Neptune. The asteroids have
been circling the sun for more than 4.5 billion years, since the very inception of the
solar system.
19 asteroids:
These 19 asteroids from the Centaur family orbit the Sun on a plane that was
perpendicular to planetary motion 4.5 billion years ago.
The findings 2 years after astronomers spotted the first interstellar visitor, the
asteroid known as Oumuamua.
The asteroids belong to a group of objects called Centaurs. The Centaur family of
asteroids roam the space between the two gas giants. Even the computer models
can't predict where they'll be headed next.
The origin of Centaurs remains a mystery to astronomers since the first member of
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the group, called Chiron, was recognized in 1977.
Asteroid: An asteroid is a large chunk of rock left over from collisions or the
early solar system. Most of the asteroids are located between Mars and Jupiter in
the Main Belt.

SCTIMST develops Chitra Magna, an innovative RNA extraction kit
Sree Chitra Tirunal Institute for Medical Sciences and Technology
(SCTIMST) has developed Chitra Magna, an innovative RNA extraction kit,
innovative technology for isolating RNA from swabs for COVID-19 tests.
Chitra Magna:
SARS-COV-2, the causative virus of COVID-19 pandemic, is an RNA virus. It is
a long single-stranded polymeric substance present in all living cells that carries
the genetic information of the organism necessary for life. One of the critical steps
in detecting this virus is by confirming the presence of the RNA of the virus in the
sample taken from the throat or nose. The sample collected is transported under
specified conditions in a viral transport medium to the testing laboratory.
The protocol for the kit uses magnetic nanoparticles to capture and concentrate
the RNA from the patient sample. The magnetic nanoparticle beads bind to the
viral RNA and, when exposed to a magnetic field, give a highly purified and
concentrated level of RNA. The yield of the PCR or LAMP test is dependent on
getting an adequate quantity of viral RNA. Hence the innovation will enhance the
chances of identifying positive cases. The Institute has filed for a patent for this
technology, which is simpler than in imported kits.
Chitra Magna can be used to extract high purity RNA from patient samples not
only for LAMP testing but also for the RT-PCR test. The first step of isolating
high quality and high concentration of RNA without degradation is critical to the
outcome of the PCR or LAMP test in which RNA is converted to DNA.
This will overcome the non-availability of kits which has often become a severe
bottleneck for RT-PCR testing in large numbers across the country.

Hubble Space Telescope celebrates 30th anniversary
Hubble Space Telescope celebrates the 30th anniversary on 24 April 2020. The
unique design of the telescope has allowed being repaired and upgraded with
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advanced technology by astronauts. The telescope is one of NASA's longest-living
and most valuable observatories. It has beamed transformational astronomical
images to Earth for decades.
Hubble is expected to sustain through the 2020s. Also, a second-generation space
telescope named "James Webb Space Telescope" has been scheduled to launch
in 2021.
Hubble Space Telescope:
Hubble was named after astronomer Edwin Hubble who confirmed the Universe
was expanding, among other findings. The space telescope was launched into space
aboard the space shuttle Discovery on 24 April 1990. The idea of an orbiting
telescope was first conceived by Lyman Spitzer in 1946.
Hubble has allowed the astronomers to measure the acceleration of the universe. It
has provided evidence of dark matter and observed atmospheres around exoplanets.
So far, the telescope has made 1.4 million observations with data used in more
than 17,000 peer-reviewed papers.

INST scientists develops nanomaterial to disinfect garments under visible light
exposure
Researchers at the Institute of Nano Science and Technology (INST) have
developed carbon nitride quantum dots (g-CNQDs), a low-cost metal-free
nanomaterial for visible light microbial disinfection. It can be an alternative to
silver and other metal-based materials.
Highlights:
The researchers have tested g-CNQDs for visible-light-driven antibacterial
activity and found it to be efficient. It was also biocompatible with mammalian
cells.
The material can be a viable anti bacterial alternative to metal/non-metal
semiconductors and expensive silver. It is cost-effective.
The newly developed nanomaterial possesses enhanced biocidal activity attributed
to the larger surface area of g-CNQDs having more reactive sites and optical
absorption both in the ultraviolet (UV) and visible region.
The g-CNQDs have the ability to generate reactive oxygen species (ROS) which
can rapidly interact and damage the immediately available biological
macromolecules such as lipids present on the cell membrane or envelope and
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proteins present on the cellular surface, towards inactivation of the microorganism.
This technology will be explored for antiviral efficiency considering its relevance
to combat the COVID-19 pandemic.

CSIR-NBRI scientist develops herbal decongestant spray on mask to protect
from suffocation
Scientists at CSIR-National Botanical Research Institute (NBRI), Lucknow,
have developed a herbal decongestant spray. This comes when the need for face
masks rises to prevent corona infection. The spray will address breathing and
congestion in the respiratory system which is caused by wearing a mask for a long
time.
Breathing problem due to wearing a face mask:
The main reason for the problem is the accumulation of carbon dioxide and
humidity in the inner cavity of the mask. When a person breathes in, this goes back
to the lungs again. Repetition of this process over a period of time causes
discomfort in breathing and congestion;
Herbal decongestant spray:
Herbal decongestant spray is a fine blend of four plant-based oils.
The product is developed based on the principles of Ayurveda and contains
ingredients reported in traditional scriptures.
This formulation helps in clearing the windpipe and congestion by removing the
mucus or cough leading to ease of breathing.
It also reduces stress due to excessive use of masks and decongestion.
The spray will provide relief to people who are wearing masks for a long time.
This spray has been prepared as per the guidelines of the Ministry of AYUSH.
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ENVIRONMENT
Thailand beaches lure leatherback sea turtles to build most nests in 20 years
The largest number of nests of rare leatherback sea turtles in Thailand beaches.
The environmentalists said that this has occurred due to the bereft of tourists
because of the coronavirus pandemic.
Highlights:
The highest recorded turtle nests the authorities have found since last November
was 11 in the past two decades.
Phuket Marine Biological Center reported that more number of turtle nests were
found this year.
The turtles had a high risk of getting killed by fishing gear and humans disturbing
the beach.
Leatherback Sea Turtles:
Leatherbacks are the world's most giant sea turtles. The turtles lay their eggs in dark
and quiet areas, scarce when tourists thronged the beaches. The International Union
for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) has considered the species endangered in
Thailand and listed as a vulnerable species globally.

NIF developed ten varieties of Anthurium
National Innovation Foundation-India (NIF) developed ten varieties of
Anthurium, a flower with high market value, by cross-pollination. It was
developed by D Vasini Bai, a women innovator from Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala.
She had developed large and medium-size flowers with uncommon color
combinations of spathe and spadix. The institution has developed a new method
for raising the seedlings in limited space using corrugated asbestos sheets.
Salient features of the Anthurium varieties are: they are large beautiful flowers with
different colors of spathe and spadix and long stalks. The plant has a better shelf
life and good market value.
Anthurium:
Anthurium (Anthurium spp.) is a vast group of blooming plants that is available
in a wide range of colors. The plants of the varieties have high demands due to its
use as an indoor decorative plant. The plant removes harmful airborne chemicals
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like formaldehyde, ammonia, toluene, xylene, and allergens. NASA has placed
it in the list of air purifier plants because of its nature.
In 2019, over 8500 plants and the flowers were sold to the market of mainly Pune
and Thiruvananthapuram. The innovator has been propagating it through cuttings &
seeds and supplying some plants and flowers throughout the country, but she was
unable to meet the demand due to the time-consuming technique of propagation
method.
National Innovation Foundation-India (NIF):
NIF was established in 2000. It functions under the Department of Science and
Technology (DST), Government of India. NIF is located in Gandhinagar, Gujarat.
It provides institutional support for spawning, sustaining, scouting, and scaling up
the grassroots innovations across the country.

NASA reported significant 20-years-low air pollution in Indo-Gangetic Plain
amid lockdown
According to the satellite data published by US space agency National
Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) stated that the air pollution
over northern India has dropped to a 20-year-low for this time of the year. he
data were retrieved by the Moderate Resolution Imaging Spectroradiometer
(MODIS) on NASA's Terra satellite.
Report Highlights:
The report highlighted that the sensors observed aerosol levels low after the
imposition of a nationwide lockdown in India.
As per the analysis, an optical depth or thickness of less than 0.1 over the entire
atmospheric vertical column showsa "clean" condition. If aerosols are
concentrated near the surface, an optical depth of 1 or above indicates very "hazy"
conditions.
The report tracked the aerosol optical depth (AOD). AOD shows how light is
absorbed or reflected by airborne particles as it travels through the atmosphere.
Note: Aerosols are very tiny solid and liquid particles suspended in the air. It
reduces visibility and can damage the human lungs and heart.

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(April 20 - April 26, 2020)

DEFENCE
Daporijo bridge was inaugurated in Arunachal pradesh for traffic movement
Border Roads Organisation (BRO) constructed theDaporijo bridge over the
Subansiri river. Despite nationwide lockdown, BRO constructed it, keeping in
mind utmost precautions against COVID-19 and to connect the strategic Line of
Communication in Arunachal Pradesh. The bridge was inaugurated by the Chief
Minister of Arunachal Shri Pema Khandu over video conferencing and open for
traffic movement from 20 April.
Daporijo bridge:
Bridge on the Daporijo River is a strategic link towards the Line of Actual
Control (LAC) between India and China. All supplies, rations, constructional
material and medicines pass over this bridge.
The Old Bridge developed cracks which could lead to a major catastrophe. With
the intervention of DGBR and CE Arunank, expeditious sanctions were obtained
from the Ministry of Defence and Arunachal Government.
Work for construction of the bridge began on 17 March 2020. After 27 days on 14
April 2020, the bridge was jacked down successfully and safely on the supports.
The bridge was successfully upgraded from class 24 tons to class 40 tons. This will
now allow heavier vehicles to pass catering for not only Army requirements but the
future Infrastructure development requirements of Upper Subansiri district.

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(April 20 - April 26, 2020)

SPORTS
PV Sindhu named as I am badminton awareness campaign ambassador
The Badminton World Federation (BWF) named Indian shuttler PV Sindhu as
one of the ambassadors for its 'I am badminton' awareness campaign.
I am badminton awareness campaign:
The "I am badminton campaign" provides a platform for the players to express
their love and respect for badminton by advocating and committing to clean and
honest play.
BWF's Integrity Unit was established in 2016. The campaign has been at the
forefront of BWF's efforts to communicate its approach to integrity. The unit
promotes sports integrity which is about keeping the sport free of corruption,
doping, and match manipulation.
Other players who are included in the campaign are Germany's Marc Zwiebler,
Canada's Michelle Li, the Chinese duo of Zheng Si Wei and Huang Ya Qiong,
England's Jack Shephard, Germany's Valeska Knoblauch, and Hong Kong's Chan
Ho Yuen.
BWF:
Formed on: 1934
Headquarters: Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia
President: Poul-Erik Hyer Larsen
Membership: 194 member associations
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OBITUARY
BMW Group President and CEO Rudratej Singh passed away
BMW Group President and CEO Rudratej Singh passed away on 20 April due to
cardiac arrest. He was 46 years old.
Rudratej Singh:
Rudratej Singh joined BMW Group in August 2019. He had more than 25 years of
experience. Singh held multiple leadership positions both in the automotive and
non-automotive industries. He was the Global President at Royal Enfield and
before that he worked with Unilever in India and international markets for over 16
years.
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SUMMITS & CONFERENCE
G20 Health Ministers Meeting deliberated on steps to control COVID-19
pandemic
Minister of Health and Family Welfare Dr. Harsh Vardhan participated in the
video conference of the Health Ministers of G20 countries. During that
conference, Forge cooperation and mutually respectful and useful collaborations to
deal with COVID-19 disease.
The 19-member countries apart from European Union (EU) of G20 are
Argentina, Australia, Brazil, Canada, China, Germany, France, Indonesia, Italy,
Japan, Mexico, the Russian Federation, Saudi Arabia, South Africa, South Korea,
Turkey, United Kingdom, United States of America and India.
Highlights:
The global community has tackled threats to the health of the people, by a
collective sense of purpose, support and collaboration with each other.
The meeting called for cooperation between nations to attain normalcy.
In the meeting, the Minister highlighted India's fivefold approach to combat
COVID-19 namely: (i) Maintaining a continuous situation awareness, (ii) Preemptive and proactive approach, (iii) Graded response as per continuously
evolving scenario, (iv) Inter-sectoral coordination at all levels, and lastly, but
most importantly (v) Creating a people's movement to combat the coronavirus
disease.
He also stated that India has decided to focus on building exclusive infrastructure
for the management of COVID-19 patients so that there is no intermingling of
COVID-19 patients.
In India, all the people who are tested positive are treated in one of three types of
dedicated COVID management Centres: COVID Care Centres (CCCs) for mild
symptomatic cases, COVID Health Centres (CHCs) for moderate cases
and COVID Hospitals (CHs) for severe cases. These dedicated COVID facilities
are mapped to each other in the design of a referral network architecture for
dynamic movement of patients as symptoms evolve so that optimal clinical care
can be provided timely, commensurate to symptoms.
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APPOINTMENTS / RESIGN
Kapil Dev Tripathi appointed as Secretary to President of India
Kapil Dev Tripathi was appointed as the Secretary to President Ram Nath
Kovind on 20 April. His appointment was approved by the Appointments
Committee of the Union Cabinet headed by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi. His appointment is on a contract basis. He has been appointed for a term coterminus with the tenure of the President of India.
The appointment of Tripathi comes nearly two months after Mr. Kothari, a 1978
batch (retired) IAS officer of Haryana cadre, was selected as the next Central
Vigilance Commission (CVC). However, the government has not notified the
appointment as finding his successor took time.
Kapil Dev Tripathi:
Kapil Dev Tripathi is a 1980 batch IAS (retired) officer of Assam-Meghalaya
cadre. He is currently serving as the chairman of the Public Enterprises Selection
Board (PESB).

N Kamakodi reappointed as MD and CEO of City Union Bank
Private sector lender City Union Bank reappointed N Kamakodi as the Managing
Director (MD) and Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of the Bank. The
appointment was approved by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) on 20 April.
Kamakodi's reappointment is for a further period of three years with effect. The
reappointment will be effective from 1 May 2020.
Kamakodi has been associated with the City Union Bank since 2003. He was
elevated as MD and CEO in 2011.
City Union Bank:
Founded on: 31 October 1904
Founded by: R.Santhanam Iyer, S.Krishna Iyer, V.Krishnaswami Iyengar
Headquarters: Kumbakonam, Tamil Nadu
Chairman: R. Mohan
MD & CEO: Dr. N. Kamakodi

Sanjay Kothari took oath as Chief Vigilance Commissioner
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Sanjay Kothari took oath as Chief Vigilance Commissioner (CVC). The oath
office was administered by President Ram Nath Kovind on 25 April 2020 at the
Rashtrapati Bhavan, New Delhi. Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Vice President
M Venkaiah Naidu,and others were also present at the ceremony. Social
distancing was also ensured there as chairs were kept apart.
Central Vigilance Commission:
The Central Vigilance Commission was established in February 1964. The anticorruption watchdog is headquartered in New Delhi. The autonomous body is free
of control from any executive authority. It is responsible for monitoring all
vigilance activities in the Central government. It will also advise various authorities
in planning, executing, reviewing and reforming their vigilance work.
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IMPORTANT DAYS
Chinese Language Day is observed on 20 April
Chinese Language Day is observed on 20 April. The day highlights the
contribution of Chinese literature, poetry, and language in world culture. The
aim of the observation of the day is to educate people about the history of the
Chinese language.
Chinese at the UN:
The United Nations (UN) observes theChinese Language Dayto celebrate
multilingualism and cultural diversity. The UN promotes all six of its official
languages, namely Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian and Spanish
throughout the Organization. The observation of the first UN Chinese Language
Day was held on 12 November 2010. In 2011, the date was moved to 20 April.
Chinese Language-History:
One of the most complex languages is Chinese. It is believed that the Chinese
language has existed for thousands of years. Due to the complex nature of the
language, its origins remain unknown and when it separated itself from that family.
Chinese is formed from the Sino-Tibetian language family. It is believed that the
origins of the Chinese language are credited to Cangjie. The written Chinese
language was invented by Cangjie. Later, different dialects formed throughout the
provinces of China. The dialects used in early and middle 11th to 7th centuries B.C.
is not seen much in modern Chinese. Chinese Language Day is celebrated to honor
Cangjie.

Secretarys day is observed on 21 April
Secretary's day or Administrative Professionals Day is observed on 21 April in
India. The day aims to celebrate the administrative professionals who work as the
glue in keeping a business together. The Secretary's week is observed on the last
full week in April of each year.
History:
The National Secretary's Day was created in 1952 through the work of Harry F.
Klemfuss of Young and Rubicam. He recognized the importance and value of the
secretarial position to a company and management. He promoted the values and
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importance of the job that secretaries do and created the holiday in recognition of
the importance of secretaries. The day aims to encourage more women to become
secretaries.
The two new names of the word "Secretary" used these days are "Administrative
Professionals" and "Executive Administrators."

World Creativity and Innovation Day is observed on 21 April
World Creativity and Innovation Day is observed on 21 April. The day aims to
encourage people to generate new ideas to make the world a better place to live in.
The day aims to inspire people to live a more creative life.
History:
World Creativity and Innovation Day (WCID) was first initiated on 25 May
2001 in Toronto, Canada. The day was founded by the Canadian Marci Segal in
1977. She was studying creativity at the International Center for Studies in
Creativity. She initiated the day after seeing the headline 'Canada in Creativity
Crisis' appeared in the National Post.
The first Creativity and Innovation Day was observed in April 2002. The day
encouraged the people to let go of their creativity. In the year 2006, the World
Creativity and Innovation Day were celebrated for a week that started with
Leonardo da Vinci's birthday, 15 April. Leonardo da Vinci demonstrated
creativity as both arts and sciences. Also, the United Nations designated 21 April as
World Creativity and Innovation Day to raise the awareness of the role of creativity
and innovation in all aspects of human development.

Civil Services Day is observed on 21 April
Civil Services Day is observed on 21 April in India. The day celebrates the civil
servants in order to rededicate themselves to the cause of citizens. On this day, the
civil servants renew their commitments to public service and excellence in work.
Aim:
The Civil Services Day celebrates all the civil servants who dedicated their lives to
the cause of citizens. It also aims to renew their commitments to public service and
excellence in work.
Events:
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On this day, the Prime Minister's Awards for Excellence in Public
Administration will be awarded to the Districts and Implementing Units for
implementation of Priority program and innovation categories. These awards are
presented every year. The day connects the civil servants with each other and learns
the good practices being implemented across the nation in the field of public
grievance.
History:
Civil Services Day is celebrated to commemorate the day when the first Home
Minister of Independent India, Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel addressed the
probationers of Administrative Services Officers in 1947 at Metcalf House, Delhi.
In his address, he referred to civil servants as the 'steel frame of India'. The day was
first celebrated on 21 April 2006 in Vigyan Bhawan, New Delhi.

World celebrated 50th Earth day on 22 April
Earth Day was celebrated on 22 April 2020. The day marks the anniversary of the
birth of the modern environmental movement in 1970. The year 2020 marked the
50th anniversary of Earth Day. The day reminds all to take care of the planet Earth.
Events:
The day raises awareness about the environment and its advocacy. On this day,
schoolchildren take part in awareness rallies, environmentalists organize several
events and symposium to educate people about every individual's role in saving the
environment.
This year, the public programs have been called off due to the COVID-19
pandemic.
People can do activities like starting an organic vegetable garden, plant more trees,
teach children about the significance of saving nature, among others.
History:
The Earth day was initiated by Senator Gaylord Nelson, a junior senator from
Wisconsin, US. Nelson had long been concerned about the deteriorating
environment in the United States. In 1969, Nelson and the others who were worried
about the environment chose 22 April and organized the campus teach-ins for the
students. The event became a huge hit and the name of the event was changed to
Earth Day. The day reminds us to fight against oil spills, polluting factories and
power plants, pesticides, freeways, the loss of wilderness, raw sewage, toxic
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dumps, and the extinction of wildlife united on Earth Day around the shared
common values. The first Earth Day was celebrated on 22 April 1970. Later,
Senator Nelson received the Presidential Medal of Freedom, the highest honor
given to civilians in the United States, for his role as Earth Day founder.

World Book Day is observed on 23 April
World Book Day is observed on 23 April. The day is celebrated by UNESCO
(United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization) and other
related organizations. The global celebration of books and reading material is
observed in more than 100 countries. This day is also known as World
Copyright day.
Aim:
The World Book is celebrated to recognize the scope of books as a link between the
past and the future. UNESCO and organizations representing publishers,
booksellers, and libraries select the World Book Capital for a year to maintain the
celebrations of books and reading.
Events:
On this day many authors, publishers, teachers, librarians, public and private
institutions, humanitarian NGOs, and the mass media gather to promote literacy
and help everyone get access to educational resources as the books are the cultural
and generational bridge.
Kuala Lumpur was officially recognized as the 2020 UNESCO's World Book
Capital (KLWBC 2020). In 2019, Sharjah, UAE was declared as the World Book
Capital.
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the day is celebrated online.
In India:
In India, publishing houses including HarperCollins India, Penguin Random
House, Hachette India, and Roli Books, launched online interactive sessions with
authors. They launched it in digital and audio formats, and bookish games to cover
unveiling, publishers.
The online event will have sessions where the authors talk on different relatable
themes, drawn from their areas of expertise. The audiences can post questions and
interact further with their favourite authors
Authors including Sanjay Dixit, Gautam Chintamani, Ziya Us Salam, Vijay, and
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Akshay Lokapally and Rituparna Chatterjee will participate in the event.
History:
The observation of the World Book Day was first initiated by Valencian writer
Vicente Clavel Andres. The aim was to honour the renowned author, Miguel de
Cervantes. The day was first celebrated on 7 October, Miguel de Cervantes' birth
anniversary. The observation of the day was finalized to be observed on April 23,
his death anniversary.
The day was first designated by UNESCO in 1995 at UNESCO's General
Conference held in Paris, France. The day honours the world-famous author
William Shakespeare, Miguel de Cervantes, and Inca Garcilaso de la Vega and
all the authors.

English Language Day is celebrated on 23 April
English Language Day is celebrated on 23 April. The day aims to create
awareness to people about the culture, history, and achievements associated with
the language.
English Language Day:
The origins of the English Language was found in medieval England. The name
'English' its name from the Angles. The Angles were a West Germanic tribe who
were from the Anglia peninsula that juts out into the Baltic Sea. The language has
taken on grammar, tones, and words from every language it has come into contact
with. The language slowly developed and spread across the world. English became
the official language of nearly 60 countries and the language of commerce in
countries all over the world
History:
The first English Language Day was observed as a result of work by the United
Nations. The UN announced English, French, Spanish, Chinese, Russian, and
Arabic as its official language. The move aims to promote the use of the official
languages to ensure that the United Nations, its goals, and actions are understood
by the widest possible public.
The day is celebrated on 23 April to honour the birth anniversary of William
Shakespeare who the greatest writer in the English language. Language is referred
to as the world language. The UN celebrated the first English Language Day on 23
April 2010.
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International Girls in ICT day is observed on 23 April
International Girls in information and communication technologies (ICT) Day
is observed on the fourth Thursday of the month of April. The day is observed on
23rd April in the year 2020. The day aims to encourage the girls to consider a
future in the technology sector. More than 111,000 girls and young women have
taken part in more than 3,500 events held in 140 countries, related to technology,
around the world.
History:
The International Girls in ICT Day initiative is being backed by the ITU Member
States in Plenipotentiary Resolution 70. The day aimed to create a global
environment that empowers and encourages girls and young women to consider
studies and careers in the growing field of ICT. Resolution 70 calls for all
International Telecommunication Union (ITU) members to celebrate the
International Girls in ICT Day.

National Panchayati Raj Day is observed on 24 April
The National Panchayati Raj Day is observed on 24 April in India. The day is
observed every year in the country. On this day, Prime Minister Narendra Modi
addressed village Panchayats across the country to mark the National Panchayati
Raj Day.
Significance:
On this day, the Constitution of India recognized Panchayats as 'Institutions of selfgovernment'. It marks the passing of the Constitution (73rd Amendment) Act,
1992 with effect from 24 April 1993. As per the amendment, the states are
empowered to carry out steps to organize village panchayats. The states can provide
them with the necessary powers and authority necessary to facilitate them to
function as units of self-government.
What is Constitution (73rd Amendment) Act, 1992?
The Constitution (73rd Amendment) Act, 1992 came into force with effect from 24
April 1993. The Act vested "Constitutional status" on Panchayati Raj institutions.
The 73rd Amendment added the "Part IX" titled "The Panchayats" to the
Constitution of India. It covers provisions from Article 243 to 243(O). Also, a new
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XI Schedule that covers 29 subjects within the functions of the Panchayats was
added. It implemented Article 40 of Directive Principles of State Policy (DPSP)
which says that the State shall take steps to organize village panchayats and endow
them with such powers and authority. It is necessary to enable them to function as
units of self-government.
History:
National Panchayati Raj Day was celebrated for the first time in 2010. The
enactment of the 73rd Amendment Act helped in the decentralization of political
power to the grassroots level. The act also led to the institutionalization of
Panchayati Raj through the village, Intermediate and District level Panchayats.

International Day of Multilateralism and Diplomacy for Peace is observed on
24 April
International Day of Multilateralism and Diplomacy for Peace is observed on
24th April. The day aims to disseminate the advantages of multilateralism and
diplomacy for peace through educational and public awareness-raising activities.
To commemorate and promote the day, the United Nations General Assembly
(UNGA) convenes a one-day high-level plenary meeting.
History-International Day of Multilateralism and Diplomacy for Peace:
UNGA officially proclaimed the observation of the International Day of
Multilateralism and Diplomacy for Peace on 24 April. It passed a resolution
A/RES/73/127 and designated the observation of the day.
The move by the UN aims to preserve values of multilateralism and international
cooperation as it is fundamental to promote and support the three pillars of the UN
namely Peace and Security, Development, and Human Rights. These values
highlight the principles of the UN Charter and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs). It also acknowledges the use of multilateral decisionmaking and diplomacy in achieving peaceful resolutions to conflicts among
nations. The first official International Day of Multilateralism and Diplomacy for
Peace was observed on 24 April 2019.
The world is facing the biggest international challenge since the Second World
War- The COVID-19 pandemic. The UN urged its member countries across the
world to draw the appropriate lessons about the vulnerabilities and inequalities and
mobilize investments in education, health systems, social protection, and resilience.
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World Malaria Day is observed on 25 April
World Malaria Day is an international event observed on 25 April every year.
The day aims to spread awareness about malaria disease globally. It will also
promote efforts to prevent malaria around the world.
World Malaria Day 2019 Theme:
The theme of World Malaria Day 2020 is "Zero Malaria Starts with Me." The
movement aims to drive action and making change using the resources available.
History:
World Malaria Day was initiated from Africa Malaria Day which was first held in
2008. The event Africa Malaria Day had been observed since 2001 by African
governments.
In 2007, at the 60th session of the World Health Assembly, the World Health
Organisation (WHO) proposed that Africa Malaria Day be changed to World
Malaria Day. The day aims to identify the existence of malaria in the countries
worldwide and to bring awareness among people globally to fight against malaria
disease.
Malaria:
Malaria is a mosquito-borne infectious disease. It is caused by the Plasmodium
parasite. The parasite can be spread to humans through the bites of infected female
Anopheles mosquitoes called malaria vectors'. There are 5 types of plasmodium
causes malaria in humans namely, Plasmodium falciparum, Plasmodium vivax,
Plasmodium ovale, and Plasmodium malariae and Plasmodium knowlesi. Malaria
can be prevented and cured. Increased efforts will dramatically reduce the malaria
burden in many places.

International Delegates Day is observed on 25 April
International Delegate's Day is observed on 25 April. The day aims to raise
awareness of the role of the representatives and delegates of the Member States to
the United Nations.
History:
International Delegate's Day marks the anniversary of the first day of the San
Francisco Conference which is also known as the United Nations Conference on
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International Organization. On 25 April 1945, delegates from 50 countries came
together for the first time in San Francisco. The conference happened after the
devastation of the second world war. The delegates aimed to set up an organization
that would restore world peace and imposes rules on the post-war world order.
On 26 June 1945, the Charter of the United Nations was signed by representatives
of the 50 countries that attended the conference. The agreement resulted in the
creation of the United Nations (UN). The UN comprises 193 Member States and
serves as the main international venue for collective dialogue between the delegates
of its Member States. On 2 April 2019, the United Nations General Assembly
(UNGA) proclaimed 25 April as International Delegate's Day.

International Chernobyl Disaster Remembrance Day is observed on 26 April
International Chernobyl Disaster Remembrance Day is observed on 26
April. The day aims to raise awareness of the consequences of the Chernobyl
disaster and the risks of nuclear energy in general.
History:
The Chernobyl Nuclear Power Plant was built in 1977. It was built to help make
electricity for the infrastructure of the Soviet Union (present Pripyat, Ukraine) to
develop economic growth. On 26 April 1986, a reactor in the Chernobyl nuclear
power plant experienced a catastrophic explosion and fire. It released
unprecedented levels of radioactive materials into the atmosphere.
The accident caused a relatively small number of casualties but left long-lasting,
damaging consequences. The main danger that caused radiation exposure to over
8.4 million people was due to air pollution.The day was first observed in 2016 with
an aim to teach people about the history of this incident, observe the consequences
of what happened, and prevent future events from happening again.
Ukraine:
President: Volodymyr Zelensky
Prime Minister: Denys Shmyhal
Capital: Kiev
Currency: Ukrainian hryvnia ()

World Intellectual Property Day is observed on 26 April
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World Intellectual Property Day is observed on 26 April every year. The day is
observed to learn about the role that intellectual property (IP) rights play in
encouraging innovation and creativity.
Aim:
World Intellectual Property Day provides an opportunity for IP offices, enterprises,
and inventors to discuss and connect with each other about new innovations that
will help to shape the world and improve the living of people.
Theme:
The World Intellectual Property Day 2020 carves a pathway to a green future.
Hence, WIPO organizes a campaign "Innovate for a green future" that aims to
create awareness about the need to preserve the environment.
History:
The World Intellectual Property Day was established by the World Intellectual
Property Organization (WIPO) in 2000. The aim of the observation of the day is to
create awareness of how patents, copyright, trademarks and designs impact on daily
life and to celebrate creativity, and the contribution made by creators and
innovators to the development of societies across the globe. The date, 26th April,
was chosen as on that day the Convention Establishing the World Intellectual
Property Organization entered into force in 1970.
World Intellectual Property Organization:
Established on: 14 July 1967
Headquarters: Geneva, Switzerland
Director-General: Francis Gurry
Member States: 191
WIPO is one of the 15 specialized agencies of the United Nations (UN). WIPO was
established to encourage creative activity, to promote the protection of intellectual
property throughout the world.

World Immunization Week is celebrated from 24 to 30 April
World Immunization Week is celebrated from 24-30 April. It is celebrated in the
last week of April by the World Health Organization (WHO). The observation of
the week aims to promote the use of vaccines in order to protect people of all ages
against disease.
Immunization saves millions of lives every year and is recognized as one of the
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world's most successful and cost-effective health interventions. At present, over 20
million children in the world are not getting the vaccines they need.
Theme:
The theme for the 2020 World Immunization Week is "#VaccinesWork for All."
The campaign will focus on how vaccines, and the people who develop, deliver,
and receive them, are heroes as they work to protect the health of everyone across
the globe.
Campaign objectives:
The main objective of the campaign is to make people engage around
immunization globally and to teach about the importance of vaccination in
improving the health and wellbeing of everyone, everywhere throughout life.
The campaign will demonstrate the value of vaccines for the health of children,
communities, and the world.
It aims to show how routine immunization is the foundation for strong, resilient
health systems and universal health coverage.
It highlights the need to build on immunization progress while addressing gaps,
including through increased investment in vaccines and immunization.
WHO has designated 2020 as the "International Year of the Nurse and the
Midwife," WHO will highlight nurses and midwives for their crucial role in
society.
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COMMITTEE
The 15th Finance Commission held meeting with its Advisory Council
The Fifteenth Finance Commission (XVFC) had online meetings with its
Advisory Council on 23-24 April 2020. The meeting was chaired by N. K. Singh,
Chairman XVFC, and was attended by all members and senior officials of the
Commission.
Highlights:
The Members of the Advisory Council discussed the impact of the COVID-19
pandemic and the national lockdown on the Indian economy.
The officials discussed the impact of the pandemic on financial institutions and
business enterprises and the loss of global demand for Indian products because of a
steep global recession.
Discussions on measures to restore the supplies of intermediates and cash flows
and the demand for output.
Small scale enterprises were cash-starved even prior to the onset of COVID-19.
The Council devised a support mechanism to help the activity levels and cash
flows to overcome the economic issues caused by the COVID-19 pandemic.
Currently, the activity levels and cash flows are affected, it is important that a
support mechanism is devised to help them overcome this problem.
To help Non-banking financial companies (NBFCs) which are also affected by
the slowdown, the commission planned to deepen the NPAs in the financial sector
and introduce measures to guarantee help.
The council planned to seek Reserve Bank of India's (RBI) help to ensure that
financial institutions are well-capitalized.
The finances of the Central and State Governments will be given adequate
provision to largely help governments to manage cash-flow mismatches. It aims to
ensure that the State governments get access to adequate funds to undertake their
fight against the pandemic.
The Council decided to support the revival of activity in different States which will
be at a varied pace.
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AGREEMENTS MOU
IICT collaborated LAXAI Life Sciences to reduce dependency for APIs and
drug intermediates
Indian Institute of Chemical Technology (IICT), Hyderabad, has collaborated
with Hyderabad-based integrated pharmaceutical company, LAXAI Life Sciences,
to develop and manufacture Active pharmaceutical ingredients (APIs) and drug
intermediates. The initiative may help to reduce the dependency of the Indian
pharmaceutical sector on Chinese imports of these ingredients.
Provisions:
The collaboration will use the know-how for the commercial manufacturing of the
products.
LAXAI Life Sciences will be one of the first few to commercialize these products.
The manufacturing of these APIs and intermediates will be taken up at US Food
and Drug Administration (USFDA)/Good manufacturing practice
(GMP) approved plants held by LAXAI through its subsidiary, Therapiva Private
Limited.
India's dependency on APIs:
Active pharmaceutical ingredients (APIs) and intermediates are the key
components of any drug that produces the intended effects. India is largely
dependent especially on China for the supply of APIs and drug intermediates.
LAXAI Life Sciences Pvt. Ltd:
LAXAI Life Sciences Pvt. Ltd. was formed in 2007. The vision of the company is
to accelerate the discovery chemistry campaign of global pharmaceutical
companies. LAXAI is now an integrated pharmaceutical company with a presence
in API/formulation development as well as API manufacturing.
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QUIZ CORNER
1) Under which country's Presidency did the G20 Health Ministers Meeting
held?
A.India
B.UAE
C.Saudi Arabia
D.US

Answer C
Explanation Under the Presidency of Saudi Arabia, the G20 Health Ministers Meeting was held.
Minister of Health and Family Welfare Dr. Harsh Vardhan participated in the video conference of
the Health Ministers of G20 countries. During that conference, Forge cooperation and mutually
respectful and useful collaborations to deal with COVID-19 disease.

2) Which state became the first state in India to geotag its 7,368 community
kitchens and community shelters in the state?
A.Maharashtra
B.Madhya Pradesh
C.Uttar Pradesh
D.Tamil Nadu

Answer C
Explanation Uttar Pradesh became the first state in India to geotag its 7,368 community kitchens
and community shelters across 75 districts which produce 12 lakh food packets a day.

3) Which of the following is not a member of G20?
A.China
B.Germany
C.France
D.Thailand

Answer D
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Explanation Thailand is not a member of G20. The 19-member countries and the European
Union (EU) are a member of G20. The 19 countries are Argentina, Australia, Brazil, Canada,
China, Germany, France, Indonesia, Italy, Japan, Mexico, the Russian Federation, Saudi Arabia,
South Africa, South Korea, Turkey, United Kingdom, United States of America and India.

4) Uttar Pradesh state government has partnered with _______ to 'Geo-map'
the locations of all the community kitchens and community shelters on the
Google Maps app for ease of beneficiaries.
A.Ubisense
B.Foursquare
C.Google
D.ISRO

Answer C
Explanation Uttar Pradesh became the first state in India to geotag its 7,368 community kitchens
and community shelters across 75 districts which produce 12 lakh food packets a day. The UP
state government has partnered with Google to 'Geo-map' the locations of all these establishments
on the Google Maps app for ease of beneficiaries.

5) Who represented the G20 Health Ministers Meeting which was held on 19
April?
A.Harsh Vardhan
B.Piyush Goyal
C.Ashwini Kumar Choubey
D.Faggan Singh Kulaste

Answer A
Explanation Minister of Health and Family Welfare Dr. Harsh Vardhan participated in the video
conference of the Health Ministers of G20 countries. During that conference, Forge cooperation
and mutually respectful and useful collaborations to deal with COVID-19 disease.

6) Who stated that India's renewable energy subsidies fell between 2016-17
and 2018-19?
A.CIL
B.IISD
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C.CEEW
D.B&C

Answer D
Explanation A new study by the International Institute for Sustainable Development (IISD) and
the Council on Energy, Environment, and Water (CEEW) report stated that India's renewable
energy subsidies fell 35% between 2016-17 and 2018-19.

7) When was the Indian Institute of Astrophysics (IIA) established?
A.1786
B.1801
C.1867
D.1888

Answer A
Explanation Indian Institute of Astrophysics (IIA) was established in 1786. IIA is a National
Research Institute of India. It conducts research in the areas of astronomy, astrophysics and
related subjects.

8) As per the report Mapping India's Energy Subsidies 2020, India's
renewable energy subsidies fell ________ between 2016-17 and 2018-19.
A.35%
B.42%
C.50%
D.66%

Answer A
Explanation A new study by the International Institute for Sustainable Development (IISD) and
the Council on Energy, Environment, and Water (CEEW) report stated that India's renewable
energy subsidies fell 35% between 2016-17 and 2018-19. The report was titled "Mapping India's
Energy Subsidies 2020" which said that the support for renewable energy was to increase again.
But the COVID-19 pandemic has made it critical to stay on track.

9) Where is the Indian Institute of Astrophysics (IIA) located?
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A.Hyderabad
B.Kolkata
C.Mumbai
D.Bengaluru

Answer D
Explanation Indian Institute of Astrophysics (IIA) was established in 1786. It is located in
Bengaluru, Karnataka. IIA is a National Research Institute of India. It conducts research in the
areas of astronomy, astrophysics and related subjects.

10) Who released the report titled "Mapping India's Energy Subsidies 2020"?
A.IISD
B.Ministry of Power
C.TATA
D.BEL

Answer A
Explanation A new study by the International Institute for Sustainable Development (IISD) and
the Council on Energy, Environment, and Water (CEEW) report stated that India's renewable
energy subsidies fell 35% between 2016-17 and 2018-19. The report was titled "Mapping India's
Energy Subsidies 2020" which said that the support for renewable energy was to increase again.
But the COVID-19 pandemic has made it critical to stay on track.

11) When is the Chinese Language Day observed?
A.1 April
B.12 April
C.20 April
D.25 April

Answer C
Explanation Chinese Language Day is observed on 20 April. The day highlights the contribution
of Chinese literature, poetry, and language in world culture. The aim of the observation of the day
is to educate people about the history of the Chinese language.

12) Who developed 'bug sniffer,' a sensitive and low-cost sensor to rapidly
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detect bacteria?
A.Agharkar Research Institute
B.CSIR
C.Sree Chitra Tirunal Institute for Medical Sciences and Technology
D.ST&T

Answer A
Explanation Researchers at the Agharkar Research Institute (ARI), Pune have developed 'bug
sniffer,' a sensitive and low-cost sensor to rapidly detect bacteria. The portable device can detect
as low as ten bacterial cells from a sample size of 1 mm in just 30 minutes.

13) When was the first UN Chinese Language Day observed?
A.20 April 2010
B.12 November 2010
C.20 April 2011
D.13 May 2011

Answer C
Explanation The observation of the first UN Chinese Language Day was held on 12 November
2010. In 2011, the date was moved to 20 April.

14) Who established the Agharkar Research Institute (ARI)?
A.1935
B.1946
C.1954
D.1962

Answer B
Explanation Agharkar Research Institute (ARI) was established in 1946.

15) How many official languages does the United Nations have?
A.3
B.6
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C.9
D.14

Answer B
Explanation The United nation has 6 official languages. The UN aims to promote all six of its
official languages, namely Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian and Spanish throughout the
Organization.

16) Where is the Agharkar Research Institute (ARI) located?
A.Mumbai
B.Kolkata
C.Pune
D.Kochi

Answer C
Explanation Agharkar Research Institute (ARI) was established in 1946. It is located in Pune,
Maharashtra.

17) Who invented the written Chinese language?
A.Cangjie
B.Genghis Khan
C.Guge Yuan
D.Zhangzhung

Answer A
Explanation Chinese is formed from the Sino-Tibetian language family. It is believed that the
origins of the Chinese language are credited to Cangjie. Cangjie invented the written Chinese
language.

18) Who developed magnetic Random Access Memory (RAM) which is faster,
more energy-efficient and capable of storing more information in a smaller
volume than existing data storage technologies?
A.IIT-Guwahati
B.IIT-Mandi
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C.IISc, Bengaluru
D.CSIR

Answer B
Explanation Researchers at the Indian Institute of Technology (IIT), Mandi, have developed a
magnetic Random Access Memory (RAM) which is faster, more energy-efficient and capable of
storing more information in a smaller volume than existing data storage technologies.

19) When was the day of observation of the Chinese Language Day set as 20
April?
A.2000
B.2006
C.2011
D.2014

Answer C
Explanation The United Nations (UN) observes Chinese Language Day to celebrate
multilingualism and cultural diversity. The UN aims to promote all six of its official languages,
namely Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian and Spanish throughout the Organization. The
observation of the first UN Chinese Language Day was held on 12 November 2010. In 2011, the
date was moved to 20 April.

20) Which of the following country does not border with China?
A.Korea
B.Kyrgyzstan
C.Laos
D.Thailand

Answer D
Explanation China does not border with Thailand. China is bordered by 14 countries:
Afghanistan, Bhutan, India, Kazakhstan, North Korea, Kyrgyzstan, Laos, Mongolia, Myanmar
(Burma), Nepal, Pakistan, Russia, Tajikistan, and Vietnam.

21) Which country recorded the highest leatherback sea turtles in 20 years?
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A.India
B.Thailand
C.Myanmar
D.China

Answer B
Explanation The largest number of nests of rare leatherback sea turtles in Thailand beaches. The
environmentalists said that this has occurred due to the bereft of tourists because of the
coronavirus pandemic.

22) ________ Scientist have developed bio-inspired low-cost electro-catalyst
from fish gills.
A.Agharkar Research Institute
B.CSRI
C.IIT-Mandi
D.Institute of Nano Science and Technology

Answer D
Explanation Scientists from the Institute of Nano Science and Technology (INST), Mohali, have
developed an efficient, low-cost electro-catalyst from fish gills. The catalyst can help develop
environmentally friendly renewable energy conversion and storage technologies.

23) IUCN has listed leatherback sea turtles of Thailand as ________ species.
A.critically endangered
B.Endangered
C.Vulnerable
D.Extinct

Answer B
Explanation Leatherbacks are the world's most giant sea turtles. The turtles lay their eggs in dark
and quiet areas, scarce when tourists thronged the beaches. The International Union for
Conservation of Nature (IUCN) has considered the species endangered in Thailand and listed as a
vulnerable species globally.

24) Government of India formed a high-level task force to research on
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coronavirus and develop a vaccine under _______.
A.K Vijay Raghavan
B.Praveen Kumar
C.R K Krishna Raj
D.Santhosh Pradeep

Answer A
Explanation Government of India formed a high-level task force to research on coronavirus and
develop a vaccine. The task force will work along with the international community on the
vaccine development process for coronavirus. The high-level task force will be co-chaired by
Member, NITI Aayog, and Principal Scientific Adviser to the Government of India, Professor K
Vijay Raghavan.

25) Who is the central coordinating authority of the high-level task force to
research on coronavirus and develop a vaccine?
A.NITI Aayog
B.Ministry of Science and Technology
C.Ministry of AYUSH
D.National Disaster Management Authority

Answer B
Explanation Government of India formed a high-level task force to research on coronavirus and
develop a vaccine. The task force will work along with the international community on the
vaccine development process for coronavirus. The central coordinating authority of the task force
is the Department of Biotechnology (DBT). The task force is to set up a process for vaccine
development.

26) GoI released _______ Under PM-KISAN Scheme farmer families during
the lockdown.
A.Rs.10,281 crore
B.Rs.13,458 crore
C.Rs.17,793 crore
D.Rs.17,793 crore

Answer D
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Explanation The Department of Agriculture, Cooperation and Farmers Welfare, Ministry of
Agriculture & Farmers Welfare of Government of India has taken several measures to facilitate
the farmers and farming activities at field level during the nationwide lockdown due to
COVID-19 pandemic. Under the Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi (PM-KISAN) Scheme,
over 8.89 crore farmer families have been benefited. A total amount of Rs.17,793 crore has been
released so far.

27) When is the Civil Services Day observed in India?
A.1 April
B.21 April
C.5 May
D.15 May

Answer B
Explanation Civil Services Day is observed on 21 April in India. The day celebrates the civil
servants in order to rededicate themselves to the cause of citizens. On this day, the civil servants
renew their commitments to public service and excellence in work.

28) Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman chaired the ________ Annual
Meeting of Board of Governors of New Development Bank (NDB) through
video-conference in New Delhi on 20 April.
A.5th
B.7th
C.10th
D.12th

Answer A
Explanation Union Minister of Finance & Corporate Affairs Nirmala Sitharaman chaired the 5th
Annual Meeting of Board of Governors of New Development Bank (NDB) through videoconference in New Delhi on 20 April.

29) Who is the first Home Minister of India?
A.Subhas Chandra Bose
B.Lal Bahadur Shastri
C.Rajendra Prasad
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D.Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel

Answer D
Explanation Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel served as India's first Home Minister. The office has been
seen as second in seniority only to the Prime Minister in the Union Cabinet.

30) When was the New Development Bank (NDB) established?
A.1985
B.2000
C.2006
D.2014

Answer D
Explanation New Development Bank (NDB) was established by the BRICS (Brazil, Russia,
India, China, and South Africa) countries in 2014. The Bank aims to mobilize resources for
infrastructure and sustainable development projects in BRICS and other emerging market
economies.

31) Civil Services Day commemorates the day when the first Home Minister of
Independent India, Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel addressed the probationers of
Administrative Services Officers in ________.
A.1947
B.1948
C.1949
D.1950

Answer A
Explanation Civil Services Day is celebrated to commemorate the day when the first Home
Minister of Independent India, Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel addressed the probationers of
Administrative Services Officers in 1947 at Metcalf House, Delhi. In his address, he referred to
civil servants as the 'steel frame of India'. The day was first celebrated on 21 April 2006 in
Vigyan Bhawan, New Delhi.

32) Which city used Vehicle tracking applications and GPS enabled
smartwatches under the e-Human Resource Tracking Project (E-HRTS) for
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waste collection drivers and in its fight against COVID-19 pandemic?
A.Hyderabad
B.Bengaluru
C.Chandigarh
D.Chennai

Answer C
Explanation Chandigarh city uses Vehicle tracking applications and GPS (Global Positioning
System) enabled smartwatches for waste collection drivers in its fight against COVID-19
pandemic. All the drivers of these collection vehicles wear GPS enabled smartwatch under the eHuman Resource Tracking Project (E-HRTS). The movement of all vehicles is tracked through
these smartwatches through a dashboard.

33) Who referred to civil servants as the 'steel frame of India'?
A.Jawaharlal Nehru
B.Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel
C.Subhas Chandra Bose
D.Mahatma Gandhi

Answer B
Explanation Civil Services Day is celebrated to commemorate the day when the first Home
Minister of Independent India, Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel addressed the probationers of
Administrative Services Officers in 1947 at Metcalf House, Delhi. In his address, he referred to
civil servants as the 'steel frame of India'. The day was first celebrated on 21 April 2006 in
Vigyan Bhawan, New Delhi.

34) Where is the New Development Bank located?
A.Shanghai, China
B.Beijing, China
C.Moscow, Russia
D.New Delhi, India

Answer A
Explanation New Development Bank is located in Shanghai, China.
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35) Civil Services Day was first celebrated in ________.
A.1996
B.2000
C.2006
D.2010

Answer C
Explanation Civil Services Day is celebrated to commemorate the day when the first Home
Minister of Independent India, Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel addressed the probationers of
Administrative Services Officers in 1947 at Metcalf House, Delhi. In his address, he referred to
civil servants as the 'steel frame of India'. The day was first celebrated on 21 April 2006 in
Vigyan Bhawan, New Delhi.

36) Who formed the New Development Bank?
A.BRICS
B.SAARC
C.European Union
D.G20

Answer A
Explanation The New Development Bank (NDB), formerly referred to as the BRICS
Development Bank, is a multilateral development bank established by the BRICS states (Brazil,
Russia, India, China, and South Africa).

37) Who is appointed as the Secretary to President of India?
A.Kapil Dev Tripathi
B.N.R. Pillai
C.Ajay Bhadoo
D.Randhir Kumar Jaiswal

Answer A
Explanation Kapil Dev Tripathi was appointed as the Secretary to President Ram Nath Kovind
on 20 April. His appointment was approved by the Appointments Committee of the Union
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Cabinet headed by Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

38) When was SWAYAM launched?
A.2014
B.2015
C.2016
D.2017

Answer D
Explanation SWAYAM was launched in 2017 by MHRD, GoI. Currently, there are 1902
courses available in SWAYAM. It has been offered to 1.56 crore students. Over 26 lakh students
are taking 574 courses on offer.

39) Border Roads Organisation (BRO) constructed ________ bridge in
Arunachal Pradesh.
A.Daporijo
B.Bogibeel
C.Dhola
D.Sadiya

Answer A
Explanation Border Roads Organisation (BRO) constructed the Daporijo bridge over the
Subansiri river. Despite nationwide lockdown, BRO constructed it, keeping in mind utmost
precautions against COVID-19 and to connect the strategic Line of Communication in Arunachal
Pradesh.

40) ________ launched SWAYAM.
A.Ministry of Human Resource Development
B.Ministry of Home Affairs
C.Ministry of Health and Family Welfare
D.National Council of Educational Research and Training

Answer A
Explanation SWAYAM was launched in 2017 by MHRD, GoI. Currently, there are 1902
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courses available in SWAYAM. It has been offered to 1.56 crore students. Over 26 lakh students
are taking 574 courses on offer.

41) Daporijo bridge has been built over ______ river.
A.Kameng River
B.Manas River
C.Dhansiri River
D.Subansiri River

Answer D
Explanation Border Roads Organisation (BRO) constructed the Daporijo bridge over the
Subansiri river. Despite nationwide lockdown, BRO constructed it, keeping in mind utmost
precautions against COVID-19 and to connect the strategic Line of Communication in Arunachal
Pradesh.

42) The SWAYAM PRABHA is a group of ________ DTH channels devoted to
telecasting high-quality educational programs on 24X7 basis using the
GSAT-15 satellite.
A.14
B.32
C.40
D.56

Answer B
Explanation The SWAYAM PRABHA is a group of 32 Direct-to-home television (DTH)
channels devoted to telecasting high-quality educational programs on a 24X7 basis using the
GSAT-15 satellite. There will be new content for a minimum of 4 hours which will be repeated 5
more times in a day, allowing the students to choose the time of their convenience.

43) Who is the Chief Minister of Arunachal Pradesh?
A.Pema Khandu
B.Kiren Rijiju
C.Nabam Tuki
D.Sarbananda Sonowal
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Answer A
Explanation Pema Khandu is an Indian politician and the Chief Minister of Arunachal Pradesh.

44) When is the Secretary's day observed?
A.4 April
B.10 April
C.16 April
D.21 April

Answer D
Explanation Secretary's day or Administrative Professionals Day is observed on 21 April in
India. The day aims to celebrate the administrative professionals who work as the glue in keeping
a business together. The Secretary's week is observed on the last full week in April of each year.

45) Who is the Governor of Arunachal Pradesh?
A.B.D. Mishra
B.Pema Khandu
C.Chowna Mein
D.Jagdish Mukhi

Answer A
Explanation The Governor of Arunachal Pradesh is a nominal head and representative of the
President of India in the state of Arunachal Pradesh. The Governor is appointed by the President
for a term of 5 years. The current governor is B. D. Mishra.

46) When was the National Secretary's Day created?
A.1952
B.1960
C.1963
D.1967

Answer A
Explanation The National Secretary's Day was created in 1952 through the work of Harry F.
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Klemfuss of Young and Rubicam. He recognized the importance and value of the secretarial
position to a company and management.

47) Who is the chairman of the Fifteenth Finance Commission (XIV-FC)?
A.Pradeep Singh
B.N.K. Singh
C.Krishna Kant
D.Prakash Kumar

Answer B
Explanation N.K. Singh is the chairman of the Fifteenth Finance Commission (XIV-FC).

48) When is World Creativity and Innovation Day observed?
A.30 March
B.5 April
C.15 April
D.21 April

Answer D
Explanation World Creativity and Innovation Day is observed on 21 April. The day aims to
encourage people to generate new ideas to make the world a better place to live in. The day aims
to inspire people to live a more creative life.

49) When was the Fifteenth Finance Commission is an Indian Finance
Commission constituted?
A.2015
B.2016
C.2017
D.2018

Answer C
Explanation The Fifteenth Finance Commission is an Indian Finance Commission constituted in
November 2017 and is to give recommendations for devolution of taxes and other fiscal matters
for five fiscal years, commencing 2020-04-01.
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50) When was the World Creativity and Innovation Day (WCID) first
initiated?
A.1993
B.1999
C.2001
D.2007

Answer C
Explanation World Creativity and Innovation Day (WCID) was first initiated on 25 May 2001 in
Toronto, Canada. The day was founded by the Canadian Marci Segal in 1977. She was studying
creativity at the International Center for Studies in Creativity.

51) Who is reappointed as the MD and CEO of City Union Bank?
A.N Kamakodi
B.Lingam Venkat Prabhakar
C.Challa Sreenivasulu Setty
D.Sandeep Bakhshi

Answer A
Explanation Private sector lender City Union Bank reappointed N Kamakodi as the Managing
Director (MD) and Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of the Bank. The appointment was approved
by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) on 20 April. Kamakodi's reappointment is for a further period
of three years with effect. The reappointment will be effective from 1 May 2020.

52) Who founded World Creativity and Innovation Day?
A.Marci Segal
B.Tamer Hassan
C.Carli Lloyd
D.Alex Morgan

Answer A
Explanation World Creativity and Innovation Day (WCID) was first initiated on 25 May 2001 in
Toronto, Canada. The day was founded by the Canadian Marci Segal in 1977. She was studying
creativity at the International Center for Studies in Creativity. She initiated the day after seeing
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the headline 'Canada in Creativity Crisis' appeared in the National Post.

53) When was the City Union Bank formed?
A.1904
B.1924
C.1918
D.1940

Answer A
Explanation The City Union Bank was formed on 31 October 1904.

54) When was the first Creativity and Innovation Day observed?
A.1993
B.1998
C.2002
D.2010

Answer C
Explanation World Creativity and Innovation Day (WCID) was first initiated on 25 May 2001 in
Toronto, Canada. The first Creativity and Innovation Day was observed in April 2002. The day
encouraged the people to let go of their creativity.

55) BRO constructed Daporijo bridge over Subansiri river in ________.
A.Siachen
B.Arunachal Pradesh
C.Assam
D.Sikkim

Answer B
Explanation Border Roads Organisation (BRO) constructed the Daporijo bridge over the
Subansiri river. Despite nationwide lockdown, BRO constructed it, keeping in mind utmost
precautions against COVID-19 and to connect the strategic Line of Communication in Arunachal
Pradesh.
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56) Which union Minister participated in G-20 Agriculture Ministers Meeting
through Video Conferencing?
A.Shri Suresh Prabhu
B.Shri Dinesh Kumar
C.Shri Narendra Singh Tomar
D.Shri Ramesh Gupta

Answer C
Explanation Shri Narendra Singh Tomar participated in G-20 Agriculture Ministers Meeting
through Video Conferencing.

57) Who provides 10000 water bottles per day to Delhi Police?
A.Air India
B.Indian Railways
C.Indian Navy
D.India Post

Answer B
Explanation Indian Railways provides 10000 water bottles per day to Delhi Police

58) When UDAN-RCS was formed?
A.28 May 2017
B.27 April 2017
C.27 June 2018
D.28 July 2016

Answer B
Explanation UDAN-RCS, UDAN is a regional airport development and "Regional Connectivity
Scheme" of Government of India. UDAN-RCS was formed in the year 27 April 2017.

59) Indian herpetologists discover new viper species in
______________________?
A.Himachal Pradesh
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B.Arunachal Pradesh
C.Bihar
D.Andhra Pradesh

Answer B
Explanation Indian herpetologists discover new viper species in Arunachal Pradesh.

60) How many tonnes did India gifted to Nepal essential medicines?
A.23 tonnes
B.42 tonnes
C.25 tonnes
D.28 tonnes

Answer A
Explanation India gifts 23 tonnes of essential medicines to Nepal

61) Which rank did India obtained on Global Press Freedom Index?
A.145
B.142
C.136
D.138

Answer B
Explanation India dropped two places on a global press freedom index to be ranked 142nd out of
180 countries in the annual Reporters Without Borders analysis.

62) Which country successfully launched a military satellite into Orbit?
A.Russia
B.Pakistan
C.Iran
D.Saudi Arabia

Answer C
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Explanation Iran successfully launched a military satellite and the first satellite of the Islamic
Republic of Iran successfully launched into orbit by the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps.

63) Who is the responsible Minister of Information and Broadcasting?
A.Suresh Prabhu
B.Prakash Javadekar
C.Ramesh Kumar
D.Dinesh Kumat

Answer B
Explanation Prakash Javadekar is the current Minister of Information and Broadcasting is a
ministerial level agency of the Government of India responsible for the formulation and
administration of rules, regulations and laws in the areas of information, broadcasting,

64) How many tons did Lifeline Udan flights delivered across Medical funds?
A.541
B.550
C.565
D.651

Answer A
Explanation Lifeline Udan flights support Covid-19 fight by delivering over 541 tons of medical
cargo.

65) What is the customer service number for Indian Railways?
A.142
B.139
C.140
D.136

Answer B
Explanation Indian Railways is India's national railway system operated by the Ministry of
Railways. The customer service number for Indian Railways is 139.
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66) When G20 was first founded?
A.26 May 1992
B.26 September 1999
C.25 June 1999
D.26 July 1998

Answer B
Explanation G20 is an international forum for the government and central bank governors with
19 countries. G20 was first founded on the 26 September 1999.

67) Which ministry Launched Dashboard With Dhabas List?
A.Ministry of External Affairs
B.Ministry of Finance
C.Ministry of Internal Affairs
D.Ministry of Road

Answer D
Explanation Ministry of Road Launched Dashboard With Dhabas List.

68) Who won William E. Colby Award?
A.Virginia Woolf
B.William Faulkner
C.Ernest Hemingway
D.Adam Higginbotham

Answer D
Explanation Adam Higginbotham won William E. Colby Award

69) Aarogya Setu has ____________sections in the new UI app
A.Four
B.Three
C.Second
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D.Fifth

Answer A
Explanation Aarogya Setu has four sections in the new UI, viz, Your Status, Self Assess,
COVID-19 Update, and E-pass (which is yet to go active).

70) Which country ranked first in the Global Press Freedom Index?
A.Switzerland
B.Norway
C.Russia
D.New Zealand

Answer B
Explanation Norway is ranked first in the Global Press Freedom Index for the fourth year
running.

71) The green pit viper species was discovered by a team led by ____________
A.Zeeshan Mirza
B.Dinesh Lal yadav
C.Ramesh Kumar
D.Suresh Yadav

Answer A
Explanation Green pit viper species was discovered by a team led by Zeeshan Mirza.

72) When World Health Organization was found?
A.6 May 1952
B.7 April 1948
C.16 May 1952
D.16 June 1952

Answer B
Explanation World Health Organization is a specialized agency of the United Nations
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responsible for international public health. It was formed on 7 April 1948.

73) What is the length of the term of United States Senate?
A.4 years
B.5 years
C.6 years
D.8 years

Answer C
Explanation The United States Senate is the upper chamber of the United States. Its term is 6
years.

74) When William E. Colby Military Writers' Award was established?
A.1998
B.1997
C.1996
D.1999

Answer D
Explanation William E. Colby Military Writers' Award was established in 1999 by the William
E. Colby Military Writers' Symposium at Norwich University.

75) India gifts 23 tonnes of essential medicines to ______________
A.Bangladesh
B.Nepal
C.Pakistan
D.China

Answer B
Explanation India gifts 23 tonnes of essential medicines to Nepal.

76) How many places did India Drops to Rank 142nd on Global Press
Freedom Index?
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A.Four
B.Three
C.Two
D.Five

Answer C
Explanation India Drops 2 Places to Rank 142nd on Global Press Freedom Index.

77) Where was World Food Programme headquarters located?
A.Russia
B.Pakistan
C.Rome
D.England

Answer C
Explanation World Food Programme is the food-assistance branch of the United Nations and it
is headquartered at Rome, Italy.

78) UDAN-RCS Round-II results will be awarded in late December 2017
received for ____new regional routes
A.551
B.502
C.550
D.560

Answer B
Explanation UDAN-RCS Round-II results will be awarded in late December 2017, from among
the 141 proposals received for 502 new regional routes from 17 airlines and helicopter companies
to operate flight services.

79) Indian Railways providing _______-water bottles per day to Delhi Police
A.10020
B.10060
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C.10050
D.10000

Answer D
Explanation Indian Railways among the organizations started providing 10,000 water bottles per
day to Delhi Police personnel out on the streets in the fight against COVID-19. Indian Railways
along with IRCTC, RPF and Zonal Railways distributed 50,000 water bottles in New Delhi.

80) When Council of Scientific and Industrial Research was established?
A.23 May 1945
B.23 September 1945
C.25 September 1942
D.26 September 1942

Answer D
Explanation Council of Scientific and Industrial Research was established by the Government of
India in September 1942 as the largest research and development organisation in India.

81) Global Report on Food Crises (GRFC) 2020 assessment of acute food
insecurity situations around the world by ____partner organizations.
A.14
B.15
C.16
D.17

Answer C
Explanation Global Report on Food Crises (GRFC) 2020 is the result of a joint, consensus-based
assessment of acute food insecurity situations around the world by 16 partner organizations. An
estimated 75 million stunted children were living in the 55 food-crisis countries analysed.

82) Union Cabinet approved significant investments to the tune of _______ for
'India COVID-19 Emergency Response and Health System Preparedness
Package'.
A.Rs.5,000 crore
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B.Rs.10,000 crore
C.Rs.15,000 crore
D.Rs.20,000 crore

Answer C
Explanation The Union Cabinet led by the Prime Minister Narendra Modi approved significant
investments to the tune of Rs.15,000 crore for 'India COVID-19 Emergency Response and Health
System Preparedness Package'. The main objectives of the package will support the mounting
emergency response to slow and limit COVID-19 in India through the development of
diagnostics and COV1D-19 dedicated treatment facilities. It will also provide aid to the
centralized procurement of essential medical equipment and drugs required for the treatment of
infected patients, strengthen and build resilient National and State health systems to support
prevention and preparedness for future disease outbreaks.

83) When is the Earth day celebrated?
A.2 April
B.5 April
C.14 April
D.22 April

Answer D
Explanation Earth Day was celebrated on 22 April 2020. The day marks the anniversary of the
birth of the modern environmental movement in 1970. The year 2020 marked the 50th
anniversary of Earth Day. The day reminds all to take care of the planet Earth.

84) "Education for Justice" functions under the aegis of _______.
A.United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
B.Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development
C.United Nations Office on Drugs and Crimes
D.International Association of Universities

Answer C
Explanation The Education for Justice (E4J) is an initiative by the United Nations Office on
Drugs and Crimes (UNODC). The initiative seeks to prevent crime and promote a culture of
lawfulness through education activities designed for primary, secondary, and tertiary levels.
These activities help educators teach the next generation to better understand and address
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problems that can undermine the rule of law and encourage students to actively engage in their
communities and future professions in this regard.

85) In which year did the modern environmental movement begin?
A.1963
B.1970
C.1975
D.1980

Answer B
Explanation The modern environmental movement began in 1970.

86) When was the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crimes (UNODC)
established?
A.1985
B.1993
C.1997
D.2003

Answer C
Explanation The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crimes (UNODC) was established in
1997. UNODC functions under the United Nations Development Group. It addresses a
coordinated, crime prevention and criminal justice, comprehensive response to the interrelated
issues of illicit trafficking in and abuse of drugs, international terrorism, and political corruption.

87) Who initiated the observation of the Earth day?
A.Gaylord Nelson
B.William Proxmire
C.Pete McCloskey
D.Rachel Carson

Answer A
Explanation The Earth day was initiated by Senator Gaylord Nelson, a junior senator from
Wisconsin, US. Nelson had long been concerned about the deteriorating environment in the
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United States. In 1969, Nelson and the others who were worried about the environment chose 22
April and organized the campus teach-ins for the students. The event became a huge hit and the
name of the event was changed to Earth Day.

88) Where is the headquarters of the United Nations Office on Drugs and
Crimes (UNODC) located?
A.Vienna
B.Davos
C.London
D.Stockholm

Answer A
Explanation The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crimes (UNODC) was established in
1997. UNODC functions under the United Nations Development Group. It is headquartered in
Vienna, Austria.

89) When was the Earth day observed for the first time?
A.1970
B.1976
C.1982
D.1990

Answer A
Explanation The Earth day was observed on 22 April 1970. The day reminds us to fight against
oil spills, polluting factories and power plants, pesticides, freeways, the loss of wilderness, raw
sewage, toxic dumps, and the extinction of wildlife united on Earth Day around the shared
common values.

90) When is the English Language Day?
A.21 March
B.30 March
C.12 April
D.23 April
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Answer D
Explanation English Language Day is celebrated on 23 April. The day aims to create awareness
to people about the culture, history, and achievements associated with the language.

91) The year 2020 marked the________ anniversary of Earth Day.
A.50th
B.60th
C.75th
D.80th

Answer A
Explanation Earth Day was celebrated on 22 April 2020. The day marks the anniversary of the
birth of the modern environmental movement in 1970. The year 2020 marked the 50th
anniversary of Earth Day. The day reminds all to take care of the planet Earth.

92) When was the first English Language Day celebrated?
A.1995
B.2000
C.2005
D.2010

Answer D
Explanation The first English Language Day was observed as a result of work by the United
Nations. The UN celebrated the first English Language Day on 23 April 2010.

93) Who developed ten varieties of Anthurium, a flower with high market
value, by cross-pollination?
A.Central Institute of Medicinal and Aromatic Plants
B.National Innovation Foundation
C.National Institute of Biomedical Genomics
D.Institute of Bioinformatics and Applied Biotechnology

Answer B

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(April 20 - April 26, 2020)

Explanation National Innovation Foundation-India (NIF) developed ten varieties of Anthurium,
a flower with high market value, by cross-pollination. It was developed by D Vasini Bai, a
women innovator from Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala. The institution has developed a new method
for raising the seedlings in limited space using corrugated asbestos sheets.

94) Which of the following is not the official language of the United Nations?
A.French
B.Spanish, Arabic
C.Chinese, Russian
D.Hindi, Malay

Answer D
Explanation The UN announced English, French, Spanish, Chinese, Russian, and Arabic as its
official language.

95) When was National Innovation Foundation-India (NIF) established?
A.1990
B.1995
C.2000
D.2005

Answer C
Explanation National Innovation Foundation-India (NIF) was established in 2000. It functions
under the Department of Science and Technology (DST), Government of India. NIF is located in
Gandhinagar, Gujarat. It provides institutional support for spawning, sustaining, scouting, and
scaling up the grassroots innovations across the country.

96) Which state government launched Apthamitra helpline and app to fight
against coronavirus?
A.Tamil Nadu
B.Madhya Pradesh
C.Karnataka
D.Uttar Pradesh

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(April 20 - April 26, 2020)

Answer C
Explanation The Karnataka State government launched the "Apthamitra" helpline on 22 April. It
was aimed to empower people in the state's fight against coronavirus. It was launched by Chief
Minister B S Yediyurappa.

97) Where is the National Innovation Foundation located?
A.Punjab
B.Kerala
C.Gujarat
D.Karnataka

Answer C
Explanation National Innovation Foundation-India (NIF) was established in 2000. It functions
under the Department of Science and Technology (DST), Government of India. NIF is located in
Gandhinagar, Gujarat. It provides institutional support for spawning, sustaining, scouting, and
scaling up the grassroots innovations across the country.

98) Which of the following plant removes harmful airborne chemicals like
formaldehyde, ammonia, toluene, xylene, and allergens?
A.Anthurium
B.Tulip
C.Moss
D.Hornworts

Answer A
Explanation Anthurium (Anthurium spp.) is a vast group of blooming plants that is available in a
wide range of colors. The plants of the varieties have high demands due to its use as an indoor
decorative plant. The plant removes harmful airborne chemicals like formaldehyde, ammonia,
toluene, xylene, and allergens.

99) Who developed the Karnataka State government's "Apthamitra" app to
fight against coronavirus?
A.IBM
B.TCS
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C.Infosys
D.Wipro

Answer C
Explanation The Karnataka State government's "Apthamitra" app to fight against coronavirus
was developed by Infosys BPM.

100) When is the World Book Day observed?
A.12 April
B.23 April
C.2 May
D.15 May

Answer B
Explanation World Book Day is observed on 23 April. The day is celebrated by UNESCO
(United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization) and other related
organizations. The global celebration of books and reading material is observed in more than 100
countries.

101) Who developed FELUDA, a low-cost coronavirus test for detection of the
pathogen. It will not require any expensive machines?
A.CSIR-IGIB
B.CSRI-NCL
C.Agharkar Research Institute
D.Sree Chitra Tirunal Institute for Medical Sciences and Technology

Answer A
Explanation Scientists from the Council of Scientific & Industrial Research-Institute of
Genomics and Integrative Biology (CSIR-IGIB) have developed 'Feluda', a low-cost coronavirus
test for detection of the pathogen. It will not require any expensive machines.

102) Which city has been declared as UNESCO's World Book Capital in 2020?
A.New Delhi
B.Kula Lumpur
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C.Al Jahra
D.Hawally

Answer B
Explanation Kuala Lumpur was officially recognized as the 2020 UNESCOs World Book
Capital (KLWBC 2020).

103) When was the CSIR Institute of Genomics and Integrative Biology (CSIRIGIB) established?
A.1977
B.1982
C.1987
D.1995

Answer A
Explanation CSIR Institute of Genomics and Integrative Biology (CSIR-IGIB) was established
in 1977. The primary focus is on integrative biology. It aims to translate concepts developed in
basic biological research to commercially viable technologies for the utilization of health care
across the country. It functions under the Council of Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR).

104) Which city was declared as UNESCO's World Book Capital in 2019?
A.New Delhi
B.Kula Lumpur
C.Sharjah
D.Rochor

Answer C
Explanation In 2019, Sharjah, UAE was declared as UNESCO's World Book Capital.

105) BRO has constructed a new permanent bridge on the river ______
connecting Kasowal enclave in Punjab to the rest of the country.
A.Ravi
B.Chenab
C.Brahmaputra
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D.Indus

Answer A
Explanation Border Roads Organisation (BRO) has constructed a new permanent bridge on the
river Ravi connecting Kasowal enclave in Punjab to the rest of the country. The bridge was
opened on 22 April. The bridge was completed ahead of the schedule and opened to farmers.

106) Who initiated the observation of World Book Day?
A.Charles Dickens
B.Mark Twain
C.Ernest Hemingway
D.Vicente Clavel Andres

Answer D
Explanation The observation of the World Book Day was first initiated by Valencian writer
Vicente Clavel Andres. The day honours the world-famous author William Shakespeare, Miguel
de Cervantes, and Inca Garcilaso de la Vega and all the authors.

107) When is the International Girls in information and communication
technologies (ICT) Day observed in 2020?
A.20 April
B.23 April
C.24 April
D.28 April

Answer B
Explanation International Girls in information and communication technologies (ICT) Day is
observed on the fourth Thursday of the month of April. The day is observed on 23rd April in the
year 2020.

108) When was the World Book Day first designated by UNESCO?
A.1986
B.1990
C.1995
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D.2003

Answer C
Explanation World Book Day was first designated by UNESCO in 1995 at UNESCO's General
Conference held in Paris, France. The day honours the world-famous author William
Shakespeare, Miguel de Cervantes, and Inca Garcilaso de la Vega and all the authors.

109) Who is the Chief Minister of Punjab?
A.Sukhbir Singh Badal
B.Amarinder Singh
C.Raninder Singh
D.Navjot Singh Sidhu

Answer B
Explanation The incumbent Chief Minister of Punjab is Captain Amarinder Singh who is
heading an Indian National Congress government since 16 March 2017.

110) Who launched a Lockdown Learners' series of online dialogues with
students and educators in India?
A.UNDP
B.UNEP
C.UNESCO
D.UNODC

Answer D
Explanation The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crimes (UNODC) launched a Lockdown
Learners' series of online dialogues with students and educators in India. The series includes
COVID-19 and its impact on Sustainable Development Goals (SDG), peace, and rule of law. The
dialogues have been launched by the United Nations body under its flagship program "Education
for Justice".

111) International Girls in information and communication technologies (ICT)
Day is observed on the ________ of the month of April.
A.second Tuesday
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B.third Tuesday
C.fourth Thursday
D.fourth Saturday

Answer C
Explanation International Girls in information and communication technologies (ICT) Day is
observed on the fourth Thursday of the month of April. The day is observed on 23rd April in the
year 2020. The day aims to encourage the girls to consider a future in the technology sector.

112) Who is named the ambassador of 'I am badminton' awareness campaign?
A.Saina Nehwal
B.PV Sindhu
C.Srikanth Kidambi
D.Parupalli Kashyap

Answer B
Explanation The Badminton World Federation (BWF) named Indian shuttler PV Sindhu as one
of the ambassadors for its 'I am badminton' awareness campaign.

113) Who launched the #MyBookMyFriendcampaign?
A.Prakash Javadekar
B.Trivendra Singh Rawat
C.Ramesh Pokhriyal 'Nishank'
D.Harsh Vardhan

Answer C
Explanation Union Minister of Human Resource Development Ramesh Pokhriyal 'Nishank'
launched the #MyBookMyFriendcampaign on social media on 23 April on the occasion of World
Book Day. World Book Day was celebrated amid the lockdown in India.

114) When is the International Day of Multilateralism and Diplomacy for
Peace observed?
A.12 March
B.24 April
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C.10 May
D.15 June

Answer B
Explanation International Day of Multilateralism and Diplomacy for Peace is observed on 24th
April. The day aims to disseminate the advantages of multilateralism and diplomacy for peace
through educational and public awareness-raising activities. To commemorate and promote the
day, the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) convenes a one-day high-level plenary
meeting.

115) Department of Science and Technology (DST) approved support for
upscaling an antiviral _______ coatings as part of the Nano Mission program.
A.micro
B.nano
C.pico
D.femto

Answer B
Explanation Department of Science and Technology (DST), Ministry of Science and
Technology has approved support for upscaling antiviral nano-coatings as part of the Nano
Mission program.

116) When was the first official International Day of Multilateralism and
Diplomacy for Peace observed?
A.2012
B.2015
C.2017
D.2019

Answer D
Explanation The first official International Day of Multilateralism and Diplomacy for Peace was
observed on 24 April 2019.

117) Which of the following is a super-luminous supernova stands out with the
amount of mass and Nickel ejected during the explosion?
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A.RX 23-9A
B.NST 4000
C.SN 2010kd
D.MP 890K

Answer C
Explanation SN 2010kd is a super-luminous supernova that stands out with the amount of mass
and Nickel ejected during the explosion. SN 2010kd is approximately located at a distance of 1.5
Giga light-years. It was discovered by the Robotic Optical Transient Search Experiment (ROTSEIIIb) telescope as a part of the ROTSE supernova verification project in the USA on 14
November 2010.

118) _______ initiated a study to engineer virucidal coatings to prevent the
COVID-19 Transmission.
A.CSIR
B.RCB
C.DBT
D.ICMR

Answer B
Explanation Researchers from Faridabad-based Regional Centre for Biotechnology (RCB) has
initiated a study to engineer virucidal coatings to prevent the COVID-19 Transmission. The study
is carried out in collaboration with the Translational Health Science and Technology Institute
(THSTI) and Department of Textile Technology, Indian Institute of Technology, Delhi.

119) When was SN 2010kd, which is located at a distance of 1.5 Giga lightyears from the Earth located?
A.2000
B.2005
C.2010
D.2015

Answer C
Explanation SN 2010kd is approximately located at a distance of 1.5 Giga light-years. It was
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discovered by the Robotic Optical Transient Search Experiment (ROTSE-IIIb) telescope as a part
of the ROTSE supernova verification project in the USA on 14 November 2010. It is embedded
in a dwarf host galaxy towards the Leo constellation.

120) Who developed the alternative academic calendars for the upper primary
stage?
A.AICTE
B.NCERT
C.NITI Aayog
D.ATL-AIMS

Answer B
Explanation Union Human Resource Development Minister Ramesh Pokhriyal Nishank released
the alternative academic calendars at the upper primary stage (Classes VI to VIII) on 23 April.
The calendars were developed by the NCERT under the guidance of the MHRD.

121) When is the National Panchayati Raj Day observed?
A.20 April
B.24 April
C.28 April
D.2 May

Answer B
Explanation The National Panchayati Raj Day is observed on 24 April in India. The day is
observed every year in the country. On this day, Prime Minister Narendra Modi addressed village
Panchayats across the country to mark the National Panchayati Raj Day.

122) Supreme Court (SC) ruled that punishment for possessing banned drugs
will depend on the quantity, not the _______ of the illicit drug.
A.cost
B.purity
C.ownership
D.None of the above
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Answer B
Explanation The Supreme Court (SC) ruled that punishment for possessing banned drugs under
Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances Act, 1985 will depend on the quantity of banned
substances seized from the person. It will not depend on the purity of the illicit drug.

123) The National Panchayati Raj Day commemorates the passing of the
Constitution (73rd Amendment) Act, ______.
A.1985
B.1988
C.1992
D.1996

Answer C
Explanation National Panchayati Raj Day marks the passing of the Constitution (73rd
Amendment) Act, 1992 with effect from 24 April 1993. As per the amendment, the states are
empowered to carry out steps to organize village panchayats. The states can provide them with
the necessary powers and authority necessary to facilitate them to function as units of selfgovernment.

124) When did the Supreme Court rule that the punishment for possessing
banned drugs will depend on the purity and not quantity?
A.2000
B.2003
C.2008
D.2012

Answer C
Explanation In 2008, the SC had ruled that since adulterated drugs contained several neutral
substances which are not psychotropic in nature, it would be wrong to punish a person based on
the weight of the seized drug.

125) When did the Constitution (73rd Amendment) Act, 1992 come into force?
A.24 April 1992
B.24 April 1993
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C.24 April 1994
D.24 April 1995

Answer B
Explanation National Panchayati Raj Day marks the passing of the Constitution (73rd
Amendment) Act, 1992 with effect from 24 April 1993. As per the amendment, the states are
empowered to carry out steps to organize village panchayats. The states can provide them with
the necessary powers and authority necessary to facilitate them to function as units of selfgovernment.

126) Which Country recently legalized cannabis farming in the country for its
economical need?
A.Cyprus
B.Iran
C.Syria
D.Lebanon

Answer D
Explanation Lebanon has legalized cannabis farming in the country with a hope that sales from
the plant will provide some relief to its debt-ridden economy. With this, it became the first Arab
country to legalize marijuana farming.

127) Which Amendment added Part IX to the Indian Constitution?
A.42nd
B.44th
C.58th
D.73rd

Answer D
Explanation The Constitution (73rd Amendment) Act, 1992 came into force with effect from 24
April 1993. The Act vested "Constitutional status" on Panchayati Raj institutions. The 73rd
Amendment added the "Part IX" titled "The Panchayats" to the Constitution of India. It covers
provisions from Article 243 to 243(O).

128) Which country is the first Arab country to legalize cannabis farming in
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the country?
A.Yemen
B.Oman
C.Lebanon
D.Qatar

Answer C
Explanation Lebanon has legalized cannabis farming in the country with a hope that sales from
the plant will provide some relief to its debt-ridden economy. With this, it became the first Arab
country to legalize marijuana farming.

129) When was the National Panchayati Raj Day celebrated for the first time?
A.2010
B.2012
C.2008
D.2005

Answer A
Explanation National Panchayati Raj Day was celebrated for the first time in 2010. The
enactment of the 73rd Amendment Act helped in the decentralization of political power to the
grassroots level. The act also led to the institutionalization of Panchayati Raj through the village,
Intermediate and District level Panchayats.

130) Which is the capital of Lebanon?
A.Tripoli
B.Beirut
C.Sidon
D.Tyre

Answer B
Explanation Beirut is the capital and largest city of Lebanon. No recent population census has
been conducted, but 2007 estimates ranged from slightly more than 1 million to 2.2 million as
part of Greater Beirut, which makes it the third-largest city in the Levant region and the fifteenthlargest in the Arab world.
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131) Which article talks about the Village Panchayats?
A.Article 40
B.Article 48
C.Article 52
D.Article 61

Answer A
Explanation Article 40 of the Constitution which enshrines one of the Directive Principles of
State Policy lays down that the State shall take steps to organize village panchayats and endow
them with such powers and authority as may be necessary to enable them to function as units of
self-government.

132) Who is the President of Lebanon?
A.Michel Aoun
B.Saad Hariri
C.Gebran Bassil
D.Nabih Berri

Answer A
Explanation Michel Naim Aoun is the current President of Lebanon. He was elected president on
31 October 2016 on the 46th electoral session of the Lebanese parliament, breaking a 29-month
deadlock. He is a Maronite Christian and the founder of the Free Patriotic Movement.

133) Who is the Prime Minister if Lebanon?
A.Hassan Diab
B.Saad Hariri
C.Michel Aoun
D.Gebran Bassil

Answer A
Explanation Hassan Diab is a Lebanese politician, engineer, and academic who has been serving
as the Prime Minister of Lebanon since 21 January 2020 after the formation of a cabinet, having
been appointed to the position by President Michel Aoun.
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134) When does Manipur observe Khongjom Day?
A.12 April
B.20 April
C.23 April
D.24 April

Answer C
Explanation Manipur state government commemorated Khongjom Day at Khongjom War
Memorial Complex, Thoubal on 23 April. The state paid tribute to the valiant people who fought
in the Anglo-Manipuri War in 1891.

135) China named its first Mars exploration mission as ________.
A.Chang'e-1
B.Tianzhou
C.Yutu
D.Tianwen-1

Answer D
Explanation China named its first Mars exploration mission as Tianwen-1 as it celebrated Space
Day on 24 April. The observation marks the 50th anniversary of the launch of the country's first
satellite Dong Fang Hong-I in 1970. China's first Mars mission has been scheduled to launch in
2020.

136) Which did the state observe Khongjom Day?
A.Assam
B.Mizoram
C.Manipur
D.Himachal Pradesh

Answer C
Explanation Manipur state government commemorated Khongjom Day at Khongjom War
Memorial Complex, Thoubal on 23 April. The state paid tribute to the valiant people who fought
in the Anglo-Manipuri War in 1891.
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137) Which is the official language of Lebanon?
A.Greek
B.Arabic
C.Hebrew
D.Aramaic

Answer B
Explanation The Arabic language is the official language of Lebanon.

138) When does China celebrate Space day?
A.3 January
B.16 February
C.24 April
D.2 June

Answer C
Explanation Space Day of China is celebrated on 24 April. The year 2020 marks the 50th
anniversary of the launch of China's first man-made satellite Dong Fang Hong 1, in 1970.

139) Which was the Manipur state formed?
A.1947
B.1953
C.1963
D.1972

Answer D
Explanation Manipur is a state in northeastern India, with the city of Imphal as its capital. The
state was formed on 21 January 1972.

140) What is the currency of Lebanon?
A.dollars
B.shekel
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C.pound
D.rial

Answer C
Explanation The Lebanese pound is the currency of Lebanon. It used to be divided into 100
piastres (or qirsh) but high inflation in the Lebanese Civil War has eliminated the need for
subdivisions.

141) Tianwen-1, China's first Mars exploration mission has been scheduled to
be launched in ________.
A.2020
B.2021
C.2022
D.2023

Answer A
Explanation Tianwen-1, China's first Mars exploration mission has been scheduled to be
launched in 2020.

142) What is the state flower of Manipur?
A.Shirui lily
B.Senna auriculata
C.Nag Kesar
D.Brahma Kamal

Answer A
Explanation The Shirui Hills is known for a unique species of land-lily, the Shirui Lily which
grows at a height of about 8,500 ft above sea level. It was declared as the State Flower of
Manipur in 1989.

143) ________ will monitor the events organized for the rural areas.
A.E-Gram Swaraj
B.E-Gram Panchayat
C.E-serv Kisan
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D.Kisan Rath

Answer A
Explanation Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched the E-Gram Swaraj portal and app on 24
April 2020 at the occasion of National Panchayati Raj Day on the official web portal
egramswaraj.gov.in through a video conference with Panchayat Sarpanch. E-Gram Swaraj will
monitor the events organized for the rural areas.

144) Who administered the oath of office for Chief Vigilance Commissioner
(CVC)?
A.President
B.CJI
C.Vice President
D.Prime Minister

Answer A
Explanation Sanjay Kothari took oath as Chief Vigilance Commissioner (CVC). The oath office
was administered by President Ram Nath Kovind on 25 April 2020 at the Rashtrapati Bhavan,
New Delhi.

145) Astronomers found _______ asteroids orbiting the sun between Jupiter
and Neptune.
A.10
B.15
C.19
D.25

Answer C
Explanation Astronomers found 19 asteroids that once belonged to a distant star system have
been found orbiting the Sun between Jupiter and Neptune. The asteroids have been circling the
sun for more than 4.5 billion years, since the very inception of the solar system.

146) Who launched E-Gram Swaraj portal and app on 24 April 2020?
A.PM Narendra Modi
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B.Minister Narendra Singh Tomar
C.Minister Harsh Vardhan
D.Minister Ashwini Kumar Choubey

Answer A
Explanation Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched the E-Gram Swaraj portal and app on 24
April 2020 at the occasion of National Panchayati Raj Day on the official web portal
egramswaraj.gov.in through a video conference with Panchayat Sarpanch.

147) ________ is the first interstellar object detected passing through the Solar
System.
A.Chiron
B.Peleus
C.Oumuamua
D.Achilles

Answer C
Explanation Oumuamua is the first known interstellar object detected passing through the Solar
System. Formally designated 1I/2017 U1, it was discovered by Robert Weryk using the PanSTARRS telescope at Haleakala Observatory, Hawaii, on 19 October 2017, 40 days after it
passed its closest point to the Sun on 9 September.

148) When is the International Delegate's Day observed?
A.23 April
B.24 April
C.25 April
D.26 April

Answer C
Explanation International Delegate's Day is observed on 25 April. The day aims to raise
awareness of the role of the representatives and delegates of the Member States to the United
Nations.

149) _______ is a large chunk of rock left over from collisions or the early
solar system.
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A.comets
B.asteroids
C.dwarf planet
D.meteoroids

Answer B
Explanation An asteroid is a large chunk of rock left over from collisions or the early solar
system. Most of the asteroids are located between Mars and Jupiter in the Main Belt.

150) When was the first San Francisco conference where delegates from 50
countries came together after the devastation of the second world war?
A.25 April 1940
B.25 April 1943
C.25 April 1945
D.25 April 1948

Answer C
Explanation On 25 April 1945, delegates from 50 countries came together for the first time in
San Francisco. The conference happened after the devastation of the second world war. The
delegates aimed to set up an organization that would restore world peace and imposes rules on the
post-war world order.

151) Who developed Chitra Magna, an innovative RNA extraction kit?
A.CSIR
B.ICMR
C.DRDO
D.SCTIMST

Answer D
Explanation Sree Chitra Tirunal Institute for Medical Sciences and Technology (SCTIMST) has
developed Chitra Magna, an innovative RNA extraction kit, innovative technology for isolating
RNA from swabs for COVID-19 tests.

152) When was the Charter of the United Nations was signed by

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(April 20 - April 26, 2020)

representatives of the 50 countries that attended the San Francisco
conference?
A.26 April 1945
B.2 May 1945
C.26 June 1945
D.15 July 1945

Answer A
Explanation On 26 June 1945, the Charter of the United Nations was signed by representatives
of the 50 countries that attended the conference. The agreement resulted in the creation of the
United Nations (UN).

153) SARS-COV-2, the causative virus of COVID-19 pandemic, is an _______
virus.
A.RNA
B.spike
C.DNA
D.None of the above

Answer A
Explanation SARS-COV-2, the causative virus of COVID-19 pandemic, is an RNA virus.

154) When did the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) proclaim the
observation of International Delegates Day?
A.2010
B.2013
C.2016
D.2019

Answer D
Explanation On 2 April 2019, the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) proclaimed 25
April as International Delegates Day.
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155) ________ developed "VITAL," a new high-pressure ventilator tailored
specifically to treat COVID-19 patients.
A.ICMR
B.NASA
C.CNSA
D.Roscosmos

Answer B
Explanation The US space agency NASA engineers have developed "VITAL", a new highpressure ventilator tailored specifically to treat COVID-19 patients. The ventilator can be easily
built. VITAL (Ventilator Intervention Technology Accessible Locally) ventilator has passed a
critical test at the Icahn School of Medicine in New York.

156) Which country launched its first military satellite called "Noor" into
orbit?
A.Afghanistan
B.Iran
C.Iraq
D.Pakistan

Answer B
Explanation Iran launched its first military satellite called "Noor" into orbit. This launch has
raised tensions with the US at a time the two countries are already facing off in the Persian Gulf.

157) UNCTAD has cancelled over ________ debt owed by developing countries
to help them overcome the impact of the coronavirus pandemic.
A.$1 trillion
B.$2 trillion
C.$3 trillion
D.$5 trillion

Answer A
Explanation The United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) has
cancelled over $1 trillion debt owed by developing countries amid the COVID-19 pandemic. It
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aims to help them overcome the impact of the coronavirus pandemic.

158) Which country accused Iran of violating the 2015 UN security council
(UNSC) resolution as the country launched its first military satellite?
A.Russia
B.France
C.India
D.US

Answer D
Explanation Iran launched its first military satellite called "Noor" into orbit. This launch has
raised tensions with the US at a time the two countries are already facing off in the Persian Gulf.
The US has accused Iran of violating the 2015 UN security council resolution. As per the
resolution, Iran can not undertake any activity related to ballistic missiles designed to be capable
of delivering nuclear weapons, including launches using such ballistic missile technology.

159) _______ app facilitates Farmers and Traders in identifying the right
mode of transportation for the movement of farm produce ranging from food
grain including cereal, coarse cereal, pulses, etc.
A.Aarogya Sethu
B.Kisan Saman
C.Kisan Rath
D.Kisan PRASYAM

Answer C
Explanation Kisan Rath was launched by the Ministry of Agriculture & Farmers Welfare on 17
April 2020. The app facilitates Farmers and Traders in identifying the right mode of
transportation for the movement of farm produce ranging from food grain including cereal, coarse
cereal, pulses, etc, Fruits & Vegetables, oilseeds, spices, fiber crops, flowers, bamboo, log and
minor forest produce, coconuts, etc.

160) Pimpri-Chinchwad Municipal Corporation was founded on _________.
A.1975
B.1982
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C.1986
D.1994

Answer B
Explanation Pimpri-Chinchwad Municipal Corporation was founded on 11 October 1982.
Pimpri Chinchwad Municipal Corporation is the civic body that governs Pimpri Chinchwad, the
proudly extended city limits of Pune, India.

161) The ________ Finance Commission had online meetings with its Advisory
Council on 23-24 April 2020.
A.12th
B.14th
C.15th
D.18th

Answer C
Explanation The Fifteenth Finance Commission (XVFC) had online meetings with its Advisory
Council on 23-24 April 2020. The meeting was chaired by N. K. Singh, Chairman XVFC, and
was attended by all members and senior officials of the Commission.

162) ________ developed COVID 19 probe free Real-time Polymerase Chain
Reaction (RT-PCR) Diagnostic Kit which got ICMR approval.
A.My Labs Pvt. Ltd
B.CSIR-NCL
C.DRDO
D.IIT-Delhi

Answer D
Explanation Union Human Resource Development (HRD) Minister Ramesh Pokhriyal 'Nishank'
felicitated the team of scientists from IIT-Delhi who are involved in the development of COVID
19 probe free Real-time Polymerase Chain Reaction (RT-PCR) Diagnostic Kit. COVID-19
Testing kit made by IIT-Delhi is in line with the Make in India initiative.

163) ________ took oath as Chief Vigilance Commissioner.
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A.Sanjay Kothari
B.Rajesh Iyer
C.Kamaraj SK
D.Krishna Kumar

Answer A
Explanation Sanjay Kothari took oath as Chief Vigilance Commissioner (CVC). The oath office
was administered by President Ram Nath Kovind on 25 April 2020 at the Rashtrapati Bhavan,
New Delhi. Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Vice President M Venkaiah Naidu, and others were
also present at the ceremony. Social distancing was also ensured there as chairs were kept apart.

164) When is the International Chernobyl Disaster Remembrance Day
observed?
A.20 April
B.22 April
C.24 April
D.26 April

Answer D
Explanation International Chernobyl Disaster Remembrance Day is observed on 26 April. The
day aims to raise awareness of the consequences of the Chernobyl disaster and the risks of
nuclear energy in general.

165) Hubble Space Telescope celebrates the ________ anniversary on 24 April
2020.
A.25th
B.30th
C.50th
D.56th

Answer B
Explanation Hubble Space Telescope celebrates the 30th anniversary on 24 April 2020.

166) When did the Chernobyl nuclear power plant experience a catastrophic
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explosion and fire?
A.1967
B.1973
C.1986
D.1994

Answer C
Explanation The Chernobyl Nuclear Power Plant was built in 1977. It was built to help make
electricity for the infrastructure of the Soviet Union (present Pripyat, Ukraine) to develop
economic growth. On 26 April 1986, a reactor in the Chernobyl nuclear power plant experienced
a catastrophic explosion and fire. It released unprecedented levels of radioactive materials into
the atmosphere.

167) Hubble was named after _______.
A.Thomas Hubble
B.Edwin Hubble
C.Noah Hubble
D.Henry Hubble

Answer B
Explanation Hubble was named after astronomer Edwin Hubble who confirmed the Universe
was expanding, among other findings. The space telescope was launched into space aboard the
space shuttle Discovery on 24 April 1990. The idea of an orbiting telescope was first conceived
by Lyman Spitzer in 1946.

168) Who is the President of Ukraine?
A.Volodymyr Zelensky
B.Oleksiy Honcharuk
C.Arsen Avakov
D.Dmitry Gordon

Answer A
Explanation Volodymyr Oleksandrovych Zelenskyy, commonly transliterated as Zelensky, is the
6th and current president of Ukraine. Before entering politics, he was a comedian, actor,
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screenwriter, film producer, and director.

169) _______ developed carbon nitride quantum dots (g-CNQDs), a low-cost
metal-free nanomaterial for visible light microbial disinfection which is an
alternative to silver and other metal-based materials.
A.CSIR
B.ICMR
C.DRDO
D.INST

Answer D
Explanation Researchers at the Institute of Nano Science and Technology (INST) have
developed carbon nitride quantum dots (g-CNQDs), a low-cost metal-free nanomaterial for
visible light microbial disinfection. It can be an alternative to silver and other metal-based
materials.

170) Which is the capital of Ukraine?
A.Kiev
B.Odesa
C.Kharkiv
D.Lviv

Answer A
Explanation Kiev or Kyiv is the capital and most populous city of Ukraine. It is in north-central
Ukraine along the Dnieper River. Its population in July 2015 was 2,887,974, making Kiev the
sixth-most populous city in Europe. Kiev is an important industrial, scientific, educational, and
cultural center of Eastern Europe.

171) When is the World Immunization Week observed?
A.First week of April
B.Last week of April
C.First week of May
D.Last week of May
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Answer B
Explanation World Immunization Week is celebrated from 24-30 April. It is celebrated in the
last week of April by the World Health Organization (WHO). The observation of the week aims
to promote the use of vaccines in order to protect people of all ages against disease.

172) Where is Chernobyl located?
A.Kyrgyzstan
B.Mongolia
C.Kazakhstan
D.Ukraine

Answer D
Explanation Chernobyl, also called Chornobyl, is a partially abandoned city in the Chernobyl
Exclusion Zone, situated in the Ivankiv Raion of northern Kiev Oblast, Ukraine. Chernobyl is
about 90 kilometres north of Kiev, and 160 kilometres southwest of the Belarusian city of Gomel.

173) What is the theme for the 2020 World Immunization Week?
A.#VaccinesWork for All
B.Get Immunized
C.Vaccines Save Lives
D.Vaccines and Immunization

Answer A
Explanation The theme for the 2020 World Immunization Week is "#VaccinesWork for All."
The campaign will focus on how vaccines, and the people who develop, deliver, and receive
them, are heroes as they work to protect the health of everyone across the globe.

174) When is the World Intellectual Property Day observed?
A.20 April
B.24 April
C.26 April
D.30 April

Answer C
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Explanation World Intellectual Property Day is observed on 26 April every year. The day is
observed to learn about the role that intellectual property (IP) rights play in encouraging
innovation and creativity.

175) When was the Hubble Space Telescope launched?
A.1983
B.1990
C.1995
D.2000

Answer B
Explanation Hubble was named after astronomer Edwin Hubble who confirmed the Universe
was expanding, among other findings. The space telescope was launched into space aboard the
space shuttle Discovery on 24 April 1990.

176) When is the World Intellectual Property Organization established?
A.1955
B.1962
C.1967
D.1973

Answer C
Explanation World Intellectual Property Organization is established on 14 July 1967. WIPO is
one of the 15 specialized agencies of the United Nations (UN). WIPO was established to
encourage creative activity, to promote the protection of intellectual property throughout the
world.

177) NASA is to launch second-generation space telescope named "James
Webb Space Telescope" in _______.
A.2020
B.2021
C.2022
D.2023
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Answer B
Explanation A second-generation space telescope named "James Webb Space Telescope" has
been scheduled to launch in 2021 by NASA.

178) When was the World Intellectual Property Day established?
A.1993
B.1996
C.2000
D.2005

Answer C
Explanation The World Intellectual Property Day was established by the World Intellectual
Property Organization (WIPO) in 2000. The aim of the observation of the day is to create
awareness of how patents, copyright, trademarks and designs impact on daily life and to celebrate
creativity, and the contribution made by creators and innovators to the development of societies
across the globe.
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