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BANKING & FINANCE
RBI released 49th round of OBICUS
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) released the 49th round of quarterly OBICUS
(Order books, inventories, and capacity utilization survey) of the manufacturing
sector. The survey includes the reference period January-March 2020.
OBICUS:
The OBICUS survey will provide valuable input for monetary policy
formulation.
The Central Bank has conducted the OBICUS of the manufacturing sector on a
quarterly basis since 2008.
The data collected in the survey includes quantitative data on new orders received
during the reference quarter, backlog of orders, pending orders, total inventories
with a breakup between work-in-progress (WiP) and finished goods (FG)
inventories and item-wise production.
RBI also stated that the company level data collected during the survey will be
treated as confidential and never disclosed.
In the 48th round of the OBICUS for the quarter, October-December 2019 over
704 manufacturing companies were covered. The last survey showed that capacity
utilization (CU) had declined to 68.6% in the third quarter of 2019-20 from 69.1%
in the previous quarter.
The orders that were received in the third quarter of the year 2019-20 were less
when compared with the previous quarter.

RBI announced 2nd set of measures to preserve financial stability
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has announced the second set of measures to
preserve financial stability and help put money in the hands of the needy and
disadvantaged during the extended lockdown due to the COVID-19 crisis. The
information was announced by the RBI Governor Shaktikanta Das.
Aim:
The move by the Central Bank aims to maintain adequate liquidity in the system
and its constituents in the face of COVID-19 related dislocations, facilitate and
incentivize bank credit flows, ease financial stress, and enable the normal
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functioning of markets.
Measures announced by RBI:
1) RBI has approved to conduct a second set of targeted long-term repo
operations (TLTRO 2.0) for an initial aggregate amount of Rs.50,000 crore. This
will facilitate funds flow to small and mid-sized corporates, including NBFCs and
MFIs, who have been more severely impacted by the disruptions due to COVID-19.
2) Special refinance facilities for a total amount of Rs.50,000 crore will be
provided to National Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development
(NABARD), the Small Industries Development Bank of India (SIDBI) and the
National Housing Bank (NHB) to enable them to meet sectoral credit needs.
3) Reverse repo rate has been reduced by 25 basis points (bps) from 4.0% to
3.75% with immediate effect. The move is to encourage banks to deploy surplus
funds in investments and loans in productive sectors of the economy.
4) Ways and Means Advances (WMAs) Limit of states and union territories
(UTs) has been increased by 60% over and above the limit as on 31 March 2020.
The aims are to provide support to states/UTs for undertaking COVID-19
containment and mitigation efforts, and also to help them plan their market
borrowing programs better.
5) RBI has decided that the payment moratorium period for the Non-Performing
Assets (NPAs), which lending institutions have been permitted to grant as per
RBI's announcement on 27 March 2020, will not be considered while classifying
assets as NPAs. Hence, NBFCs will have flexibility under the prescribed
accounting standards to provide such relief to their borrowers.
6) Resolution Timeline of stressed assets or accounts has been extended by 90 days.
7) Scheduled commercial banks (SCBs) and cooperative banks shall not make
any further dividend pay-outs from profits pertaining to FY 2019-20 in order to
enable banks to conserve capital so that they can retain their capacity to support the
economy and absorb losses in an environment of heightened uncertainty.
8) Liquidity Coverage Ratio requirement for scheduled commercial banks has
been brought down from 100% to 80% with immediate effect. It aims to improve
the liquidity position for individual institutions.
9) The treatment available for loans to commercial real estate projects with respect
to the date for commencement for commercial operations (DCCO) has been
extended to NBFCs, in order to provide relief to both NBFCs and the real estate
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BUSINESS & ECONOMY
World Bank forecasts FY21 India growth at 1.5-2.8 percent
The World Bank in its "South Asia Economic Focus report" said that India's
economy is expected to grow 1.5% to 2.8% in the 2020-21 fiscal year which
started on 1 April 2020. It stated that India might record its worst growth
performance since the 1991 liberalization in the current fiscal year 2020-21 due to
the coronavirus outbreak which severely disrupted the economy
Report Highlights:
The report estimated India will grow 4.8% to 5% in 2019-20 fiscal that ended on
31 March.
COVID-19 pandemic will further slow down the Indian economy which was
already slowing due to persistent financial sector weaknesses.
It also stated that growth is expected to rebound to 5% in the Fiscal year 2022 (FY
2021-22) when the impact of COVID-19 dissipates.
Other forecasts:
Other forecasts include the Asian Development Bank (ADB) which said that
India's economic growth is slipping to 4% in the current fiscal. S&P Global
Ratings slashed India's GDP growth forecast for the country to 3.5% from a
previous downgrade of 5.2%. Fitch Ratings has estimated India's growth at 2%
and India Ratings & Research has revised its FY21 forecast to 3.6% from 5.5%
earlier.

IMF reports that COVID-19 pandemic will bring Asia's 2020 growth to halt
for 1st time in 60 years
The International Monetary Fund (IMF) in its report on the Asia-Pacific region
stated that Asia's economic growth in 2020 will grind to a halt for the first time
in 60 years due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
Report Highlights:
The IMF's Asia and Pacific Department directed the policymakers to offer targeted
support to households and firms hardest-hit by travel bans, social distancing
policies and other measures aimed at containing the pandemic.
IMF forecasted a 7.6% expansion in Asian economic growth in 2021 on the
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assumption that containment policies succeed. It also said that the outlook is highly
uncertain.
It also stated that The impact of the coronavirus on the region will be severe,
across the board, and unprecedented.
It suggested that the Asian countries need to use all policy instruments in their
toolkits.
Asia is set to fare better than other regions that suffered economic contractions.
The projection is expected to be worse than the 4.7% average growth rate
throughout the global financial crisis.
International Monetary Fund (IMF):
Formed on: 27 December 1945
Headquarters: Washington, D.C., The US
Managing Director: Kristalina Georgieva
Chief Economist: Gita Gopinath
Membership: 189 countries
Official language: English
IMF promotes international monetary co-operation and facilitates international
trade. It aims to foster sustainable economic growth, make resources available to
members experiencing balance of payments difficulties.

CBDT refunds over five thousand 204 crore rupees to help MSME
CBDT informed the Income-tax refunds are obtained over eight lakh small
businesses worth over five thousand 204 crore rupees issued in the last ten days.
Income tax refunds will help MSME to carry on their business activities without
pay cuts and layoffs in COVID-19 pandemic situations. Income tax department
issued nearly 14 lakh refunds up to five lakh each to date to help taxpayers.CBDT
will issue refunds worth of Rs.760 crore.
CBDT gave its request to taxpayers to respond regarding reconciliation queries
about outstanding tax demands. Around one lakh 74 thousand cases, responses are
awaited from taxpayers

IMF Chief confirms World economy to suffer severe recession in 2020
IMF chief Kristalina Georgieva confirmed the world economy was already
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sluggish before the coronavirus outbreak now bound to suffer a "severe recession"
in 2020.
Addressing the Development Committee Meeting during the annual Spring
Meeting of the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and the World Bank, the IMF
Managing Director said a massive global contraction in the first half of this year
was inevitable.
She said the coronavirus pandemic hit the world economy when it was already in a
fragile state as it was weighed down by trade disputes, policy uncertainty, and
geopolitical tensions.
The global coronavirus outbreak is a crisis that is like no other and poses daunting
challenges for policymakers in many emerging markets and developing economies
(EMDEs), especially where the pandemic encounters weak public health systems,
capacity constraints.
Countries that were affected early-such as China, South Korea, and Italy-have
suffered massive contractions in manufacturing activity and services, exceeding the
losses recorded at the onset of the global financial crisis.
The idea of a trade-off between saving lives and saving livelihoods is a false
dilemma.
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INTERNATIONAL
IUSSTF invites proposals to boost Indo-US virtual networks to address
COVID 19 challenges
The Indo-US Science and Technology Forum (IUSSTF) has invited Proposals
for 'COVID-19 Indo-US Virtual Networks' on 13 April. The forum will allow
Indian and the US scientists and engineers currently engaged in COVID-related
research to carry out joint research activities through a virtual mechanism.
Highlights:
It aims to leverage existing infrastructure and funding.
The proposals will demonstrate the benefits and value of the Indo-US partnership
to advance research and address critical challenges related to COVID-19.
Global challenges like COVID-19 call for global collaborations and partnerships
will bring together the best and brightest scientists, engineers, and entrepreneurs to
work together to find solutions to address the current pandemic and the future
challenges.
The IUSSFT aims to boost such collaborations for the specific purpose in keeping
with their core mandate to catalyze collaborative initiatives across both countries.
IUSSTF:
The IUSSTF was established under an agreement between the Governments of
India and the United States of America in March 2000. The autonomous bilateral
organization is jointly funded by both the Governments. It aims to promote
Science, Technology, Engineering, and Innovation through substantive interaction
among government, academia, and industry. The Department of Science and
Technology (DST), Governments of India, and the US Department of State are
respective nodal departments.

MEA launched COVID-19 training program for healthcare professionals from
SAARC countries
The Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) has announced a training program on
COVID-19 from 17 April 2020 for healthcare professionals from the South Asian
Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) countries.
Training Programme:
The training program is carried out by the Central government's Indian Technical

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(April 13 - April 19, 2020)

and Economic Cooperation (ITEC) program.
The training program is in line with PM Modi's vision on #PrepareNotPanic for
#SAARCfightsCoronoa, @MEAIndia announces e-@ITECnetwork training
programs on #COVID19 for healthcare professionals for @SAARCsec countries
starting 17 April 2020.
The program was suggested by Prime Minister Narendra Modi at an India-initiated
video conference of SAARC leaders on 15 March. As per the suggestion, the health
professionals of the member nations came together to jointly fight the coronavirus
pandemic.
Also, India proposed setting up of a common electronic platform for all SAARC
nations to deal with the COVID-19 pandemic. All the SAARC countries will share
expertise and best practices to jointly combat the spread of coronavirus.
ITEC Programme:
The ITEC Programme was established as per the decision of the Union Cabinet of
India on 15 September 1964. The ITEC program was aimed to establish relations
of mutual concern and inter-dependence based on commonly held ideals and
aspirations and on solid economic foundations. The program is fully funded by
GoI.

North Korea test-fired multiple short-range anti-ship missiles
On 14 April, North Korea launched multiple short-range anti-ship cruise
missiles into the sea. Also, Sukhoi jets fired air-to-surface missiles as part of its
ongoing military exercises. The information was passed by South Korea's military.
Missile Test:
The missile test was launched at around 7 am on 14 April.
The anti-ship missiles plunged into the sea more than 150 km off the east coast
town of Munchon and the Sukhois carried out firing tests.
These tests are expected to be the part of wintertime drills which North Korea has
been carrying out in recent weeks after coronavirus concerns caused delays.
North Korea was conducting weeks of military drills, including several launches of
short-range ballistic missiles despite the COVID-19 pandemic. In March, the
country had fired nine ballistic missiles in four rounds of tests.
Also, the North Korean leader Kim Jong Un had visited an airbase and observed
drills by the country's fighter jets and attack aircraft.
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IMF to double its emergency financial assistance to countries combating
COVID-19 pandemic
The International Monetary Fund (IMF) proposed to release its full $1 trillion
lending capacity to support countries that battle the COVID-19 outbreak. The IMF
described the COVID-19 pandemic as a crisis like no other crisis ever. The
announcement was made by the IMF head Kristalina Georgieva.
In the first-ever virtual annual spring meeting of the IMF and the World Bank in
Washington, the IMF announced its plans to double emergency financial
assistance. The IMF Board has already approved debt relief for 25 of its poorest
members due to the COVID-19 crisis. The G20 Finance ministers showed
unanimous support for the Fund to raise more capacity for concessional funding for
poor countries.

US President Donald Trump unveils three phase plan to ease lockdown
US President Donald Trump unveiled a three-phase plan to reopen the country's
economy following the COVID-19 outbreak. The new program allows governors to
ease the lockdown in their states gradually. America wants to be open and that a
national shutdown is not a sustainable long-term solution.
His administration is issuing new federal guidelines that will allow governors to
take a phased approach to reopen their states.
The guidelines recommend that states see a downward trajectory for 14 days in the
number of confirmed coronavirus cases before they move to lift stay-at-home
orders and other restrictions. The second phase includes asking for all vulnerable
individuals to shelter in place, encourage telework, closure of common areas, and
physical distancing.
The third phase is permanently returning to the new normal with better hygiene
practices, and respect for spaces between individuals.
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INDIAN AFFAIRS
ICMR approved DBT-THSTI institute as COVID-19 testing facility for
Faridabad
Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) approved the bioassay laboratory
of the Department of Biotechnology's (DBT) Faridabad-based Translational
Health Science and Technology Institute (THSTI) as an extension of diagnostic
facility of Employees' State Insurance Corporation (ESIC) Medical College and
Hospital.
Highlights:
A Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) in this regard was signed to provide the
team at the bioassay laboratory to train manpower and build capacity at the ESI
hospital for COVID-19 testing. This MoU was signed after the approval of the
ICMR.
DBT will undertake an expansion process to initiate testing facilities. For this,
DBT has engaged government laboratories that were not under ICMR. This
includes laboratories of DBT, Council of Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR),
Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO), and governmentfunded medical colleges, among others.
THSTI:
THSTI is funded by the Department of Biotechnology in the Union Ministry of
Science & Technology. ESIC Medical College and Hospital, Faridabad is a
premier medical institution under the Union Ministry of Labour and Employment.
DBT- THSTI's bioassay laboratory was established under the
DBT-funded Translational Research Program of THSTI. The lab was set up for
the clinical development of vaccines and biologicals. It is intended to meet the
global standards in Good Clinical Laboratory Practice (GCLP) and will be applying
for accreditation by National Accreditation Board for testing and calibration
Laboratories (NABL) for vaccine development and testing.

BRO opened Srinagar-Leh highway to allow essential commodities
Border Roads Organisation (BRO) opened the strategic Srinagar-Leh highway on
11 April. The highway connects Ladakh with the rest of the world. Earlier, few oil
tankers and other essential commodities were allowed to move towards Leh/Ladakh
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from Zojila pass.
Why was Srinagar-Leh highway closed?
The 425 km Srinagar-Leh highway was closed since the month of December
2019 due to heavy snowfall at Zojila pass. As per the directions from Divisional
Commissioner Ladakh, there was an emergent need for stockpiling essential
commodities in the Union Territory (UT) of Ladakh. Snowfall in the year 2020
broke the record of the last six decades.
The Project Beacon and Project Vijayak operation cleared fresh snow around
Zojila were cleared at the height of 11,500 feet and made the road motorable. The
snow clearance operations were undertaken by project Beacon of BRO from
Gagangir to zero point and the same was done by project Vijayak from Drass
towards zero point.
Border Road Organisation:
Formed on: 7 May 1960
Headquarters: New Delhi
Director-General: Lt. Gen.Harpal Singh
BRO is responsible to develop and maintain road networks in India's border areas
and friendly neighboring countries. It functions under the Ministry of Defence. It
operates around 18 projects and serves in the region of India, Bhutan, Nepal,
Myanmar, Afghanistan.

ICMR stated that over 40 vaccines are under development
The Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) stated that over 40 vaccines
are under various stages of development. But no vaccines have reached the final
stage. The information was passed by Dr.Manoj Murhekar of ICMR. It also stated
that as of now, there is no vaccine. There are 219 facilities, 151 government, and
68 private, COVID-19 testing facilities in India.
COVID-19 cases in India:
As of 12 April, 1,86,906 samples were tested. Out of the tested samples, 7,953
(4.3%), were tested positive. In the last five days, 15,747 samples per day were
being tested. Of this, 584 samples were coming positive per day
As per the data provided by the Health Ministry, so far, India reported 8,446
COVID-19 positive cases. 764 people have been cured/discharged, 273 people died
and 1 person migrated.
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CCMBs measure against COVID-19 outbreak
CSIR-Centre for Cellular and Molecular Biology (CCMB) based in Hyderabad
is currently employing several tools and approaches in the countries to fight against
COVID-19. The tools include Testing patient samples, Training on COVID-19
Testing, Sequencing of the SARS-CoV-2 genome, Culturing SARS-CoV-2 Virus for
Testing Repurposed & New Drugs.
Testing patient samples:
CCMB has been authorized to conduct SARS-CoV-2 virus testing and receives
patient samples from government hospitals across 33 districts of Telangana. It tests
around 350 samples per day.
Training on COVID-19 Testing:
CCMB has also trained 25 medical doctors, technical staff and students from five
government hospitals namely NIMS, Integrated Programme in Management (IPM),
Government Fever Hospital in Hyderabad and Kakatiya Medical College,
Warangal. The trained people are deployed for the testing activities at their
respective hospitals.
CSIR-CCMB has also created training videos on best practices for handling patient
samples and on RT-PCR. These videos are available for authorized centers and can
be got by contacting director@ccmb.res.in
Sequencing of the SARS-CoV-2 genome:
CSIR labs are leading the way in genome sequencing of the Corona Virus and
CCMB is performing Next Generation Sequencing and analysis to map out the
whole genome sequence of the SARS-CoV-2 virus. The patient samples with
CCMB that show high viral load is chosen for genome analyses. CCMB has
sequenced a few patient viral isolates and aims to sequence several hundred virus
isolates in the next 3-4 weeks.
Culturing SARS-CoV-2 Virus for Testing Repurposed & New Drugs:
A key tool lacking for the R&D community is the lack of viral cultures to test
repurposed drugs, or new drugs or new molecules predicted by various molecular
modelling. CSIR-CCMB has been engaged in this task and is setting up a system
for culturing the SARS-CoV-2 virus in the Vero cell line which is permissive for
the growth of viruses. It is hoped to be ready soon.
Provide advisories on COVID-19 Outbreak:
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CCMB has actively engaged in conveying various precautions and advisories on
Corona Outbreak by innovative means in regional languages on social media
platforms to the public at large.

Anti-COVID team underway to produce therapeutic antibodies against
coronavirus
As the whole world is racing to find therapeutic antibodies, a team led by Professor
Vijay Chaudhary at the University of Delhi South Campus-Centre for
Innovation in Infectious Disease Research, Education and Training (UDSCCIIDRET) is planning to find solution/cure to the coronavirus. UDSC-CIIDRET is
supported by the Department of Biotechnology under the Ministry of Science &
Technology, Government of India. This work is being undertaken as part of an AntiCOVID consortium involving Dr. Amulya Panda at the National Institute of
Immunology and Dr. Sanjay Singh at Gennova Biopharmaceutical Limited,
Pune (GBL).
Research:
The team is currently isolating genes encoding antibodies, which can neutralize
the SARS-CoV-2, using a large antibody library already available in-house and a
library made from cells of patients who have recovered from COVID-19 infection.
The antibody genes will be used to produce recombinant antibodies in the
laboratory, which, if successful in neutralizing the virus, will become a perennial
source of antibodies against this virus, both for prophylactic and therapeutic
purposes.

Efforts by CSIR to combat COVID-19 outbreak
Dr. Harsh Vardhan, Union Minister for Science & Technology reviewed and
directed the CSIR scientists to develop COVID-19 mitigation solutions to
effectively combat the disease. He reviewed the steps undertaken by the Council of
Scientific & Industrial Research (CSIR) and its constituent 38 labs towards
mitigation of Coronavirus outbreak in the country.
Measures by CSIR against COVID-19:
CSIR has set up Core Strategy Group (CSG) and five verticals including Digital
and Molecular Surveillance; Rapid and Economical Diagnostics; New Drugs /
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Repurposing of Drugs and associated production processes; Hospital Assistive
Devices and PPEs; and, Supply Chain and Logistics Support Systems are carried
being carried out by CSIR.
CSIR is carrying out "Genome sequencing" which is expected to play a crucial
role in identifying the host response and population vulnerability to the disease.
CSIR has partnered with Micro, Small & Medium Enterprises (MSMEs), Major
industries, Public sector undertakings (PSUs) working on RT-PCR machines. It
also carries out Plasma-based therapy.
CSIR-NAL along with BHEL and BEL is developing and providing Ventilators,
Oxygen Enrichment Devices and are also developing 3-D printed face shields, face
masks, gowns, and other protective equipment.
CSIR scientists, for their research process, have collaborated using Video
Conferencing tools while doing research, in order to observe social distancing and
lockdown.

NRLM SHG women to face the challenge of COVID-19 situation in India
Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana-National Rural Livelihoods Mission (DAYNRLM), Ministry of Rural Development, has contributed to the challenge of
COVID-19 situation in the country. Around 690 lakh women members of around
63 lakh Self Help Groups (SHGs) have emerged as community warriors to contain
the spread of COVID-19. The SHG volunteers are playing their role to ensure that
people maintain social distancing in markets, PDS shops, etc.
Measures by SHGs:
JEEViKA, Bihar is working on Information, Education, and Communication
(IEC) materials to raise awareness and preparedness for the COVID-19 outbreak.
They have spread information about hand wash, sanitation, quarantine and
isolation, and social-distancing.
Rangolis for awareness:
SHG women from UP SRLM 'Prerna' have used their creativity to make rangolis
and mark lines and circles to re-emphasize the need for 'social distancing'. They
have also been making wall paintings to spread key messages about COVID
prevention in their communities.
Didi Helpline:
The Didi helpline is a telephonic helpline initiated by Jharkhand SRLM. It is
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available 24X7 hours to help migrant labourers by providing them verified
information. It enables them to provide their data to state authorities to help
evacuate them from different states, back to Jharkhand.
Efforts to dispel fake news:
Notable efforts have been made by SHG women of Kudumbashree in Kerala, to
help dispel the widespread fake news that causes panic. Through its network of
WhatsApp groups with 1,16,396 Women as members, Kudumbasree is trying to
propagate only the right information to the community. These platforms are used
specifically to disseminate immediate, authentic information and updates on the
outbreak and precautionary measures.

KVIC developed Double Layered Khadi Masks
Khadi and Village Industries Commission (KVIC) has developed a doublelayered Khadi mask to contain the spread of COVID-19. It has procured orders
for supplying it in large quantities.
KVIC masks:
The masks prepared by KVIC will help to retain 70% of the moisture content
inside and provide an easy passage for the air to pass through. It also proves to be
the best easily available, pocket-friendly alternative Face Masks.
The masks are made of hand-spun hand woven khadi fabric which is breathable,
can easily be reused, washable and biodegradable.
These masks are prepared from DT fabric and these masks can meet the quality
and scale of demand while precisely matching medical guidelines.
The cotton reusable mask will be of 7 inches length and 9 inches breadth with
three pleats, four strips at the corner for tying.
Other measures of KVIC:
Also, KVIC has bagged an order to supply 7.5 lakh pieces of Khadi Masks to
Jammu & Kashmir Government. Under the project, around 5 lakh masks will be
supplied to Jammu district, 1,40,000 masks to Pulwama district, one lakh to
Udhampur district and 10,000 to Kupwara district. Once prepared, it will be
supplied to assist the Development Commissioners of these districts by 20 April.
Khadi Stitching Center at Nagrota near Jammu has been turned into a Mask
stitching center. The center is producing 10,000 masks per day, while the rest of the
orders are being distributed amongst various Self Help Groups (SHGs) and Khadi
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institutions in and around Srinagar.
All Khadi Institutions have been directed to provide at least 500 masks free to the
local administration for further use and circulation.
KVIC has 2400 active khadi institutions and this action alone will provide 12
lakh masks across the country.

MHRD launched YUKTI web-portal in New Delhi
Centre launched a web-portal "Young India Combating COVID with
Knowledge, Technology and Innovation" (YUKTI) in New Delhi. The webportal was launched by the Union Minister for Human Resource Development Shri
Ramesh Pokhriyal "Nishank."
YUKTI portal:
YUKTI portal is a unique portal and dashboard to monitor and record the efforts
and initiatives of the Ministry of Human Resource Development (MHRD). The
portal aims to cover the different dimensions of COVID-19 challenges in a very
holistic and comprehensive way.
The primary aim is to keep the Indian academic community healthy, both
physically & mentally. It also aims to enable a continuous high-quality learning
environment for learners. The portal is an effort of MHRD to achieve the goal in
these difficult times.
The portal will cover various initiatives and efforts of the institutions in academics,
research especially related to COVID-19, social initiatives by institutions and the
measures taken for the betterment of the total well-being of the students.
The portal will cover both qualitative and quantitative parameters for the
effective delivery of services to the academic community at large.
Through this portal, several institutions can share their strategies for various
challenges to tackle COVID-19 and other future initiatives.
The portal will give inputs for better planning and will enable MHRD to monitor
effectively its activities for the coming six months.
The portal focuses on establishing a two-way communication channel between the
MHRD and the institutions in the country. Through this, the Ministry aims to
provide the necessary support system to the institutions.
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Amid lockdown 85 lakh PMUY beneficiaries received LPG cylinder in April
Government of India has announced pro-poor initiatives under Pradhan Mantri
Garib Kalyan Yojana (PMGKY). The move by GoI comes as an economic
response to nationwide lockdown due to the COVID-19 outbreak.
Aim:
The move is aimed to alleviate the hardships faced by the poor due to economic
disruption by Coronavirus.
Highlights:
As per the scheme, free Liquefied petroleum gas Refills will be provided to
Ujjwala beneficiaries over the period of 3 months, that is, from April-June 2020.
So far, Oil Marketing Companies have transferred Rs.5,606 crore into 7.15 crore
Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana (PMUY) beneficiary accounts for availing free
delivery of LPG cylinder under the PMGKY.
1.26 crore cylinders have been booked in April by the beneficiaries, out of which
about 85 lakh cylinders have been delivered to PMUY beneficiaries.
A total of over 27.87 crore active LPG consumers are there in the country, with
the PMUY beneficiaries accounting for over 8 crore. Due to the lockdown, 50 to 60
lakh cylinders are being delivered daily in the country. When there is nationwide
lockdown and the people are staying home to stay safe, LPG delivery boys and all
those in the supply chain of LPG are working tirelessly to ensure that clean fuel
reaches people directly at their homes.
Oil marketing majors namely IOCL, BPCL, and HPCL have announced an exgratia amount as a one-time special measure of Rs.5 lakh each in the
unfortunate case of demise of personnel like Mechanics and Delivery boys,
attending duty in the LPG distributorship chain, Show-room Staff, Godownkeepers, due to COVID-19 infection.

AIM, NITI Aayog, NIC launched CollabCAD in ATL schools
Atal Innovation Mission (AIM), policy think tank NITI Aayog and National
Informatics Centre (NIC) jointly launched CollabCAD, a collaborative network,
on 13 April. The computer-enabled software system provided a total engineering
solution from 2D drafting & detailing to 3D product design.
Aim:
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The aim of the initiative is to provide a great platform to students of Atal Tinkering
Labs (ATLs) across the country. It also plans to create and modify 3D designs with
a free flow of creativity and imagination. The software is focused to enable students
to create data across the network and concurrently access the same design data for
storage and visualization.
CollabCAD:
CollabCAD will provide tinkering spaces to children to sharpen the innovative
ideas and creativity.
CollabCAD is a platform for students to utilize indigenous, state-of-the-art madein-India software for 3D modeling/slicing to use 3D Printing.
It is a customized version of CollabCAD for ATLs with features that are most
relevant to school students to materialize their ideas and creativity into physical
solutions. It will enable design without constraints and, thus, allowing creativity
and innovation to thrive.
CollabCAD online will make 3D printing an integral part of the new 21st century
innovations. It will enable designing through CollabCAD in 5000 Atal Tinkering
Labs with over 2.5 million students having access to it.

First remote health monitoring system has been set up in Rishikesh,
Uttarakhand
The has been set up in India by All India Institute of Medical Sciences (AIIMS)
in Rishikesh along with Bharat Heavy Electronics Limited (BHEL), a
Government of India Navratna company in the defense sector. The system is
expected to be used in Uttarakhand state to monitor COVID-19 patients.
First remote health monitoring system:
The digital medical system has been developed so that the doctor sitting in AIIMS
can monitor the patient's body temperature and the amount of oxygen in the
blood and the speed of his breath while at home.
The therapeutic system will not unnecessarily hospitalize the patient. For this
purpose, a website and mobile application have been created.
Using the system, the vital parameters of the patient will be displayed in the
AIIMS command & control center.
The patients can inform the doctors about their illness and the doctors will give
proper counseling after seeing the symptoms stated by the patient.
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If the patient is suspicious of the corona infection, then he will be provided with a
monitoring kit from the institute. The patient can sit at his home and consult the
doctor.
The kit will issue alert if the patient needs to be admitted to the hospital.
The system will also show in which parts of the state the disease is spreading in a
serious way.

e-NAM completes four years of implementation
The National Agriculture Market portal, e-NAM completed four years of
implementation on 14 April 2020. The portal aims to achieve the vision of
the "One Nation, One Market" for Agri-produce.
Achievements:
e-NAM has been expanded to cover an additional 415 mandis which will take the
total number of e-NAM mandis to 1000 soon.
The online platform aims to reform the agriculture market in India.
Over 1.66 crore farmers and 1.28 Lakh traders registered on the e-NAM platform.
By registering, the farmers can upload their produce for sale online to the traders
across all e-NAM mandis. Traders can then bid for the lots available for sale on eNAM from any location.
With this interface, the traders have accessed more than 7.76 lakh trucks through eNAM Platform.
e-NAM:
e-NAM was launched on 14 April 2016. eNAM is an online trading portal for
agricultural products in India. It functions under the Ministry of Agriculture &
Farmers Welfare, GoI. The Union Minister responsible is Narendra Singh Tomar.
The platform facilitates the smooth marketing of their produce.
e-NAM was an innovative initiative in agricultural marketing to enhance farmers'
accessibility digitally to the multiple numbers of markets and buyers. It aims to
bring transparency in trade transactions with the intent to improve price discovery
mechanism, quality commensurate price realization and also to develop the concept
of One Nation One Market for agriculture produce.

Science-based website CovidGyan on COVID-19 was launched
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CovidGyan, a Science-based website, was launched. The website aims to bring the
scientific and factual aspects of the COVID-19 pandemic outbreak onto the public
domain, multi-institutional, multi-lingual science communication.
Website partners:
The website was launched by the Tata Institute of Fundamental Research
(TIFR), Indian Institute of Science (IISc), and Tata Memorial Centre (TMC).
Many other partners including Vigyan Prasar, IndiaBioscience, and the Bangalore
Life Science Cluster (BLiSc), which includes Institute for Stem Cell Science and
Regenerative Medicine (InStem), Centre for Cellular And Molecular Platforms (CCAMP), and National Centre for Biological Sciences (NCBS) have also joined the
initiative.
CovidGyan:
CovidGyan serves as a hub to bring together a collection of resources in response
to the COVID-19 outbreak.
These resources are generated by research institutions in India and several
associated programs. The content presented on the website provides a scientific
understanding of the disease and its transmission.
The information provided is authentic.
The main objective of the website is to create public awareness and bring in a
holistic approach to the understanding of COVID=19 disease and potential
means to mitigate it.
It will aid as a 'go-to' repository of information regarding COVID-19. The website
was designed with multi-faceted aspects to provide 'right information' through talks
from eminent scientists in audio or podcast formats, infographics, posters, videos,
FAQs and Mythbusters, and even links to scientific papers.
The website of CovidGyan is https://covid-gyan.in.

Centre sets up 20 control rooms to address wage-related grievances of workers
Ministry of Labour and Employment has set up 20 control rooms under the
Office of Chief Labour Commissioner (CLC) (C) across India. The aim of the
control room is to sort out the issues that are arising in the backdrop of COVID-19.
Highlights:
The control rooms will address wage-related grievances of workers employed in
Central Sphere.
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It will also mitigate the problems of migrant workers through coordination with
various state governments.
The call centers set up by GoI can be accessed by the workers through Phone
numbers, Whatsapp and Emails.
These control rooms are being managed by Labour Enforcement Officers,
Assistant Labour commissioners, Regional Labour Commissioners, and Deputy
Chief Labour Commissioners of the respective regions.
The functioning of all the call centers will be monitored and supervised by CLC-C
of Head Quarter on a daily basis.
The concerned officers and officials of the control rooms have been directed to
adopt a humane approach to assist the aggrieved workmen to the maximum
possible extent. The centers will ensure the delivery of timely relief to the needy
ones.
The centers have been set up in Ahmedabad, Ajmer, Asansol, Bangalore,
Bhubaneshwar, Chandigarh, Chennai, Cochin, Dehradun, Delhi, Dhanbad,
Guwahati, Hyderabad, Jabalpur, Kanpur, Kolkata, Mumbai, Nagpur, Patna, and
Raipur.

Centre to inject Rs.1 lakh crore into rural hands
The Government of India aims to inject Rs.1 lakh crore into villages. The move
is to boost the rural economy. GoI has also announced a massive grain purchase by
official agencies and direct cash transfers. It will also support the farmers if the
lockdown further delayed the harvest.
Highlights:
The government initiative aims to ease restrictions on farm products during the
lockdown.
Food Corporation of India (FCI) is to procure grains in Punjab, Uttar Pradesh
and Madhya Pradesh from 15 April. The massive procurement involves farmers,
transporters, traders and labourers. FCI plans to buy 40 million tonnes of wheat at
Rs.19,250 per tonne.
Due to the lockdown, many farmers have suffered the loss of perishable products
like fruit and vegetables that could not reach the market.
Government will also pay around Rs.80,000 crore to farmers in the next three
months.
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GoI will also transfer Rs.16,000 crore directly into bank accounts of 80 million
farmers in April 2020 under the PM-KISAN scheme. It will give them a cash
benefit of Rs.6,000 a year in three equal installments. So far 74.7 million have
already been paid the April installment.

Centre to pass ordinance to give states flexibility to raise work hours of
employees
The Centre is to pass an ordinance which will allow the state governments the
flexibility to increase the work hours of employees across establishments to 12
hours per day from eight hours. The move is aimed to address the issue of labour
shortage and facilitate companies to maintain social distancing.
Ordinance Provisions:
The ordinance will enforce the Code on Occupational Safety, Health and
Working Conditions (OSH&WC) that empowers states or 'appropriate authority'
to notify work hours. The ordinance is yet to be passed.
The earlier Act prescribed 8 hours a day or 48 hours a week.
The ordinance will help address labour shortage. It will help companies adhere to
social distancing norms.
As per the Ordinance, the workers will work in extended shifts.
Background:
The labour ministry has introduced the bill in parliament in 2019. The Bill was then
sent to the standing committee. The standing committee's report on the bill was
tabled in the budget session and the bill was sent back, but it could not be taken up
due to paucity of time as the session was terminated early due to COVID-19.

DRDO develops COVSACK to combat COVID-19 spread
Defence Research & Development Laboratory (DRDL), Hyderabad of Defence
Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) has developed COVID-19
Sample Collection Kiosk (COVSACK) to combat COVID-19.
COVSACK:
COVSACK was developed by DRDL in consultation with the doctors of
Employees' State Insurance Corporation (ESIC), Hyderabad.
The COVSACK is a kiosk for use by healthcare workers for taking COVID-19
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samples from suspected infected patients. The patient under test walks into the
Kiosk and a nasal or oral swab is taken by health care professionals from outside
through the built-in gloves.
The Kiosk is automatically disinfected without the need for human involvement,
making the process free of infection spread. The shielding screen of the kiosk cabin
protects the health care worker from the aerosols/droplet transmission while taking
the sample.
It will reduce the requirements of Personal protective equipment (PPE) change by
health care workers.
After the patient leaves the Kiosk, four nozzle sprayers mounted in the kiosk cabin
disinfect the empty chamber by spraying disinfectant mist for a period of 70
seconds. It is further flushed with water and Ultraviolet (UV) light disinfection.
The system is ready for the next use in less than two minutes. Voice command is
given through a two-way communication system integrated with the COVSACK. It
is possible to configure COVSACK to be used either from inside or outside as
required by the medical professionals.
The COVSACK costs nearly Rs.1 lakh and the identified industry based at
Belgaum, Karnataka can support 10 units per day.
The DRDO has designed and developed two units and handed over these to ESIC
Hospital, Hyderabad after successful testing.

PM directs people to follow Saptapadi to contain COVID-19 spread
Prime Minister Narendra Modi extended the nationwide lockdown till 3 May
2020. The decision was made after taking into account the recent state of the
Coronavirus outbreak in India. As of 14 April, the total number of Coronavirus
positive cases in India has crossed 10,000 marks.
Saptapadi:
PM Modi directed the Indians to follow 'Saptapadi', 7 Mantras or key guidelines
to deal with the impact of COVID-19 pandemic. He urges the citizen to follow the
seven guidelines to contain the spread of the contagious virus in a more inclusive
way.
1. Look after the senior citizens and elderly at home; especially those who have preexisting ailments
2. Follow Lockdown and Social Distancing rules; Use homemade masks
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3. Boost your immunity through guidelines issued by Ministry of AYUSH
4. Download 'Aarogya Setu' mobile app
5. Help poor and needy families by providing food & shelter
6. In our industries, be compassionate towards colleagues; avoid job cuts and pay
cuts
7. Show respect to corona warriors including doctors, healthcare workers, sanitation
workers, police and others

ICMR approves Remdesivir drug against Coronavirus
The Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) announced that the antiviral
drug Remdesivir can be used against COVID-19. ICMR stated that Research on the
efficacy in the treatment of COVID-19 is a part of the "Solidarity Trial" of the
World Health Organization (WHO).
Remdesivir:
Remdesivir drug is used to during the Ebola outbreak.
The drug can be used as it is highly effective in stopping the replication
mechanism of SARS-CoV-2 that causes COVID-19. The drug may be highly
effective in stopping the replication mechanism of SARS-CoV-2 that causes
COVID-19.
A study stated that 2 ill coronavirus infected patients who were on oxygen support
or on ventilators showed signs of improvement when they were administered
remdesivir.
The drug hinders the reproduction of coronavirus which is why they believe that it
could be effective in COVID-19 treatment.
Remdesivi is not presently available in India and the government is working on to
see if any pharmaceutical company can manufacture it.

OFB to manufacture more than 1 lakh ISO Class 3 coveralls
Ordnance Factory Board (OFB) began the supply of coveralls conforming to
ISO Class 3 exposure standards. The initial order of 1.10 lakh from HLL Lifecare
Limited (HLL) has begun in OFB. This order will be completed in 40 days. OFB
is also trying to produce face masks as per pilot order quantity placed by HLL.
Measures of OFB:
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OFB has developed special 2m tents which can be used for a medical emergency,
screening, hospital triage and quarantine purposes. These are made up of
waterproof fabric, mild steel, and aluminum alloy. Supplies have already started.
OFB has manufactured hand sanitizer on a war footing and more than 70,000
litres have already been supplied to different agencies.
Two test facilities for blood penetration test has been established, one at Chennai
and another at Kanpur.
Around 280 beds in 10 hospitals have been set aside for isolation. This has been
done as per the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare (MoHFW) requirement.
More than 90,000 non-medical masks have been manufactured and distributed.
Testing facilities for medical masks would be prepared.

NIOS of MHRD introduced effective schooling to reach the unreached directly
at doorstep
The Ministry of Human Resource Development (MHRD) has taken several
initiatives to ensure that the education of learners should not get affected due to the
nationwide lockdown because of COVID-19. The Ministry of HRD has directed the
National Institute of Open Schooling (NIOS) to initiate a unique method to
ensure effective schooling to reach the unreached directly at doorstep.
Highlights:
NIOS has initiated the 'SWAYAM' MOOC platform of MHRD for various
subjects from class 9th to 12th.
Along with Self Learning Material, the 'SWAYAM' portal provides video
lectures and facilities of self-assessment. The questions and queries of the students
will be resolved through a discussion forum.
The videos will be telecasted on MHRD SWAYAMPRABHA TV channels with
Live sessions to interact with their teachers and subject experts for those who do
not have much access to the internet.
The move will benefit the students who are preparing for JEE and NEET are
benefited while sitting at home through this initiative.
NIOS has also made excellent innovations in the telecast of Live session through
Skype in joint association with Kendriya Vidyalaya (KVS), Navodaya Vidyalaya
Samiti (NVS) and Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE) and NCERT
through Swayam Prabha DTH Channel Panini (#27), Channel Sharda (#28) of
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NIOS and Channel Kishore Manch (#31) of NCERT.
Now, the subject experts are able to connect for the Live telecast
of SWAYAMPRABHA through the SKYPE from their home.

UP became the first state to start Pool Testing of coronavirus
Uttar Pradesh became the first state to start the Pool Testing of the coronavirus
samples as the number of COVID-19 positive patients reached 558. The Indian
Council of Medical Research (ICMR) gave permission for pool testing to the
state in order to help maximize the testing of samples on a daily basis. Pool testing
is expected to boost the daily testing capacity of the state health department.
Pool Testing:
In Pool Testing, if 10 samples are mixed and tested for COVID-19 and if they test
negative, then it will be an indicator that all samples are negative. But if the test is
not negative, then individual testing will be done.
This will increase the testing capacity and accelerate the process.
The health department of UP tested around 2000 samples per day in the state.
The state has also commenced the telephonic consultation facility in UP under
which the people can call on toll-free number 18001805145 and can consult with
the doctors who have retired from the army and the government.
Uttar Pradesh:
Statehood: 24 January 1950
Governor: Anandiben Patel
Chief Minister: Yogi Adityanath
Capital: Lucknow
UP is bordered by:
Rajasthan to the west
Haryana, Himachal Pradesh, and Delhi to the northwest
Uttarakhand and Nepal to the north
Bihar to the east
Madhya Pradesh to the south
It also touches Jharkhand and Chhattisgarh to the southeast

Government initiates dialogue to revive Agri sector exports in the aftermath
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COVID-19 crisis
Government of India has initiated a dialogue with the exporters of Agri and Allied
commodities. The aim is to address issues affecting the Agri sector issues raised
due to the lockdown initiated to contain the spread of COVID-19 disease.
Highlights:
As per the move, the Union Minister of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare
Narendra Singh Tomar and the Secretary, Department of Agriculture,
Cooperation & Farmers Welfare Sanjay Agarwal held a video conference to gain a
first-hand account of the problems being faced by the exporters of Agri and Allied
commodities.
The aim is to help them sustain through the current COVID-19 crisis.
Exporters, representatives of Associations of producers/exporters of Agri
commodities namely, Fruits, Vegetables, Basmati and Non-basmati Rice, Seeds,
Flowers, Plants, Organic produce, Agriculture Equipment, and Machinery
participated in the meeting.
The representatives of industries including food processing, spices, cashew nuts,
and machine & equipment (M&E) sectors requested permission to open/operate at
least 25-30% strength. They also offered to commit their industries to proper
health advisory in their functioning.

Fit India launched Fit India Active Day program for school students
Fit India, the Government of India's flagship fitness movement, has launched the
Fit India Active Day program. The new series of fitness sessions will be
organized in partnership with the Central Board of Secondary Education
(CBSE) for school children from across the country.
Fit India Active Day program:
During the program, the guidelines of the Ministry of AYUSH to stay healthy will
be shared with students.
The fitness experts will ensure that children practice fitness even when at home.
It also aims to ensure that everyone, especially children remain healthy and has
strong immunity.
The guidelines of the Ministry of AYUSH with regard to following simple steps to
increase immunity will also be discussed.
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Live sessions of the program will commence from 15 April 2020 at 9:30 am. The
students can get access to these live sessions on Facebook and Instagram handles of
Fit India Movement and CBSE.

Smart cities use latest technology for COVID-19 awareness
Smart cities in India including Vadodara, Bengaluru, Kalyan Dombivali, Agra,
Kakinada, Chandigarh, are using the latest technology to create awareness about
COVID-19 and the safety of people in the society.
Highlights:
Vadodara:
The Vadodara district administration has installed a helium balloon attached with
two cameras for surveillance on lockdown violators. The balloon has a public
address system attached to it. The administration has divided the city into four
zones, red, orange, yellow and green as part of a strategy to deal with the
coronavirus pandemic.
Bengaluru:
Model COVID-19 War Room at the Bengaluru-COVID-19 data dashboard of
Karnataka acts as the single source of all COVID-related data. The database holds
the details of people under quarantine, their contacts, medical personnel on the
ground, hospitals, taluk-wise and City-wise data and beyond. This real-time data is
being put together with a host of software and applications.
Kalyan Dombivali:
Videos are published on the KDMC Facebook page to create awareness and keep
citizens informed about Corona awareness. The city has identified local experts
from different fields such as Yoga, Culinary Art, Aerobics, music, poetry, ghazal,
Kathak and Bharatanatyam, philosophy and allotted time slots to each of them, in
which they come live in Facebook Page of KDMC during scheduled time slots.
Agra:
E-Doctor Seva is a tele-video consultation facility, launched by Agra Smart City
Ltd for the local population. Through this, the patient can get an appointment and
have a tele/video call with the doctor at the scheduled time. They can also
download the online prescription from the site/app. On request, required medicines
will be delivered at home from the Smart Health Centre-Pharmacy.
Along with district administration, the cooked food bank has been established

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(April 13 - April 19, 2020)

which collect cooked food packets from various NGOs and it has been distributed
to needy, destitute and labourers, etc., 5000 food packets have been distributed.
Kakinada:
COVID-19 data dashboard developed in Kakinada ICCC. Kakinada, district, state,
and country-level information is being displayed in the ICCC. The details can be
accessed at https://covid19.kkdeservices.com:2278.
Chandigarh:
Chandigarh has installed a comprehensive 'Fight COVID station' with facilities of
thermal screening by taking temperature, pedestal operated hand-wash and
soap dispenser, mist spray of sodium hypochlorite solution and hand dryer facility.
It has been installed at the Main Mandi sector-25, Chandigarh by Municipal
Corporation of Chandigarh and all visitors to Mandi are expected to pass through
the station.

Ministry of Tourism launched DekhoApnaDesh webinar series
The Ministry of Tourism has launched its "DekhoApnaDesh" webinar series to
provide information on the many destinations and details and expanse of the culture
and heritage of our Incredible India. The move comes as tourism is hugely
impacted with no movement happening either domestically or from across the
border due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
DekhoApnaDesh webinar:
The first webinar of DekhoApnaDesh shall unfold and touch upon the long history
of Delhi. The webinar was titled 'City of Cities- Delhi's Personal Diary'. It
unfolded Delhi as 8 cities, each one unique in its character and leaving behind
traces which makes Delhi, today's magnificent city.
The webinars will be an on-going feature of the Tourism Ministry.
The Ministry will showcase the diverse and remarkable history and culture of India
including its natural landscapes, monuments, cuisine, arts, dance forms, festivals
and many other aspects of the rich Indian civilization.
It also holds a session that raises awareness about tourism and social history.
The series will be available on the Ministry's social media handles
'IncredibleIndia' on Instagram and Facebook.
The next webinar will be telecasted on 16 April from 11 am to 12 noon and shall
take visitors to the amazing City of Kolkata.
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MeitY recommended MHA to permit more digital kiosks during the lockdown
The Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology (MeitY) has requested
the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) to allow more digital kiosks to function in
rural areas during the nationwide lockdown. Digital kiosks are commonly known
as the Common Service Centres (CSCs) across the country. The information was
passed by the Union Minister for Electronics and IT, Ravi Shankar Prasad. The
MeitY suggested that the strong network of the CSCs can be helpful in times of
difficulty, like the COVID-19 lockdown, especially in rural areas.
Digital kiosks:
Digital kiosks or CSCs help to distribute the essential services such as
withdrawals of government subsidies sent directly into Aadhaar-linked bank
accounts under schemes such as the PM-Kisan.
At present, there are only 50,000 of these centres operating due to restrictions by
the police.
At present, around 18,000 CSCs only are carrying out banking-related services
while 15,000 of them process transactions through the Aadhaar Enabled Payment
System (AEPS).
The centres that are operational are already processing 1 withdrawal through
AEPS, totalling transactions worth Rs.13 crore in a single day.
Around 2,60,000 CSCs are enabled to carry out AEPS transactions. If all centres
are given the go-ahead, it will help those living in rural areas to access government
money and services without going too far from their homes during the COVID-19
crisis.

GoI procures pulses, oilseeds from states during lockdown
The Government has started procurement of pulses and oilseeds from states
during the nationwide lockdown. National Agricultural Cooperative Marketing
Federation of India Ltd (Nafed), the central procurement agency, has purchased
over 1.21 lakh tonnes of pulses and oilseeds costing around Rs.595.52 crore. It has
benefitted around 90,000 farmers.
Measures:
GoI had recently released Rs.1,250 crore for procurement of 1.71 lakh tonnes of
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chana and 0.87 lakh tonne of Masur. The Ministry has bought these pulses
at minimum support price (MSP) in 13 states.
The MSP of chana was fixed at Rs.4875 a quintal and Masur can be purchased at
Rs.4800 a quintal.
States has been directed to purchase 25% of the total production of these
commodities at MSP.
Under the Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Yojana (PM-GKY), the ration cardholder
will get the free distribution of 1 kg pulse per month for three months, more than
5500 tonnes of pulses have been dispatched to be delvered in states.
The Centre aims to ensure that every poor household gets pulses, which is
considered the cheapest source of protein.
Note: Protein intake is important to enhance immunity, especially during the
present COVID-19 crisis.
Nafed:
Founded: 2 October 1958
Headquarters: New Delhi, India
Nafed functions under the Ministry of Agriculture, Government of India. It aims
to promote the trade of agricultural produce and forest resources across the country.

IIT Guwahati developed an antimicrobial spray-based coating for PPE
Researchers from IIT-Guwahati have developed anaffordable antimicrobial
spray-based coating for Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) and 3D printed
Ear Guard for comfortable use of face masks by healthcare workers.
Antimicrobial coating for PPE:
The aim of the antimicrobial spray-based coating is to safeguard healthcare
workers and citizens from the current coronavirus crisis and other infectious
diseases.
The antimicrobial spray-based coating for PPE kits can kill and prevent the
spread of microbes once they come in contact with the coated PPE surface.
The strategic association of metal nanoparticles in the spray such as copper, silver
and other active ingredients acts as an antimicrobial agent. It ensures limited
penetration and accumulation of microbial contaminants on PPE.
The coating can reduce the risk of secondary infection as it limits the transmission
of the microbes.
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The spray-coating is affordable and readily deployable using existing infrastructure
available with PPE manufacturers.
It can be sprayed or dipped onto any kind of surface including textiles and other
medical device surfaces to get rid of microbes.
It will allow the reusability of PPEs and easy containment of the microbes.
3D printed Ear Guard:
The researchers have also developed a 3D printed Ear Guard for the health
workers who combat COVID-19.
The ear guard holds the face mask strap in a place without giving pressure to the
ear. Hence, the masks can be worn effortlessly for hours without pain or discomfort
to the wearer.
The Ear Guards are made in a free size to fit all, using 3D printers using polymer
resins.
The 3D printed Ear Guard is affordable, long-lasting and designed to give a
comfortable wearing experience.

Government likely to exempt IGST for PPE, ventilators
Government of India has decided to exempt Integrated Goods and Services Tax
(IGST) for the imported personal protection equipment (PPE), ventilators,
sanitizers, masks, and other medical equipment.
Exemptions:
Currently, GoI levies 12% IGST on most of these products. Upon considering
COVID-19 pandemic, the input tax credit can be availed for the PPEs, sanitizers
Hospitals that buy such products from dealers, who take the input tax credit for the
supplies will be eligible for the exemption.
The exemption will be allowed from April 2020, along the lines of the exemption
from basic customs duty and health cess on medical equipment, PPEs, and
COVID-19 testing kits.
The government has also exempted imported input materials required for making
these products locally.
IGST:
Under GST, IGST is a tax levied on all Inter-State supplies of goods and
services. It is governed under the IGST Act. IGST will be applicable on any
supply of goods and services in both cases of import and export.
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Under IGST, exports will be zero-rated, the tax will be shared between the Centre
and the State Government.

MHA issued Consolidated Revised Guidelines to contain COVID-19 epidemic
Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) issued Consolidated Revised Guidelines for the
Containment of COVID-19 epidemic in the Country. The lockdown measures will
remain in force up to 3rd May 2020.
Revised guidelines of MHA:
MHA guidelines directed the Ministries and Departments of Government of India,
State/UT Governments to follow the guidelines for the containment of the
COVID-19 epidemic in the country.
The guidelines prescribed National Directives for COVID-19 management.
It also announced Standard operating procedures (SOPs) for Social Distancing
at offices, workplaces, factories, and establishments.
The Ministry announced penalties for offences regarding violation of lockdown
measures under relevant sections of the Disaster Management Act 2005 and IPC,
1860.
MHA has also directed all the Ministries/Departments of Government of India and
State Governments /UT Administrations for the strict implementation of the
existing guidelines on lockdown and the consolidated revised guidelines.
Ministry of Home Affairs:
Formed on: 15 August 1947
Headquarters: New Delhi
Minister responsible: Amit Shah, Minister of Home Affairs
MHA is responsible for the maintenance of internal security and domestic policy in
India.

GoI launched All India Agri Transport Call Centre
Government of India launched the All India Agri Transport Call Centre at a
function in New Delhi on 15 April. The center was launched by Union Minister of
Agriculture and Farmers Welfare Narendra Singh Tomar.
All India Agri Transport Call Centre:
The initiative was introduced by the Department of Agriculture, Cooperation
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and Farmers Welfare (DAC&FW), GoI.
The Call center aims to facilitate the inter-state movement of perishables including
Vegetables & Fruits, Agri Inputs like seeds, pesticides, and fertilizer, etc, in the
current situation of lockdown due to the COVID-19 threat.
The Call Centre numbers are 18001804200 and 14488.
These numbers can be called from any mobile or landline phone at any time.
Truck drivers and helpers, transporters farmers, traders, retailers, manufacturers or
any other stakeholder who faces problems can call the center.
Call Center Executives will forward the vehicle and consignment details along
with the help needed, to State Government officials for resolution of issues.
The Call Centre Executives will also maintain records and verify the disposal of
the problem as the case may be.
The center is manned by 10 customer executives round the clock in 3 shifts of 8
hours each.

CBDT refunded Rs.4,250 crore to help taxpayers in COVID-19 pandemic
situation
The Central Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT) stated that it has already issued
over 10.2 lakh refunds totalling to around Rs.4,250 crore as of 14 April 2020. The
move is in pursuance to the Government of India's decision to issue pending
income tax refunds up to Rs.5 lakh in order to help taxpayers in a COVID-19
pandemic situation, on 8 April.
Highlights:
CBDT refunded over and above the 2.50 crore refunds already issued in FY
2019-20 till 31 March 2020 totalling up to Rs.1.84 lakh crore.
About more than 1.75 lakh refunds are in the process of issuance in the upcoming
days.
The refunds by CBDT will be credited directly to the taxpayer bank account in 5-7
business days from issuance.
Also, around 1.74 lakh refund cases, email responses are awaited from taxpayers
regarding reconciliation with their outstanding tax demand for which a reminder
email has been sent. The taxpayers have been asked to respond within 7 days so
that the refund can be processed accordingly.
CBDT has requested taxpayers to check and respond to their email and login to
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their e-filing account to respond to the I-T Department immediately.
The CBDT also clarified the necessary routine process-related communications to
the taxpayers to seek a response on defective ITRs, prima facie adjustments and
where confirmation is sought about certain claims made by them. It is expected that
a quick response from the taxpayer would enable the I-T Department to process
their refunds expeditiously.
Central Board of Direct Taxes:
Formed on: 1944
Chairperson of CBDT: Pramod Chandra Mody
CBDT was set up under the Central Board of Revenue Act, 1963. It functions as a
Division of the Ministry dealing with matters relating to levy and collection of
direct taxes.

GoI assures SC that the WHO norms on Health workers safety is followed
On 15 April, the Government of India assured the Supreme Court that World
Health Organizations (WHO) guidelines for the safety of health workers is being
followed in all cases including doctors, nurses, other health staff and sanitation
workers
Highlights:
As per the WHO guidelines, the doctors, nurses and health workers must be
equipped with PPEs, and their concerns should be addressed. GoI assured that the
rule is followed.
The government is to set up a separate helpline for nurses to address their
complaints in two hours.
In India, the petition on behalf of the nurses was filed by the United Nurses
Association. It seeks a national corona management protocol.
A dedicated helpline will also be provided to nurses to redress all their complaints
and issues related to PPEs, salary cut, eviction by homeowners, etc.
The government also ensures the right to life of sanitation workers or 'safai
karamcharis'.
Background:
The verification by the Central government as GoI was charged with the death of
too many sanitation workers due to the lack of access to PPE and related
equipment.
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Measures taken at panchayat level against COVID-19 pandemic
District administrations and Gram Panchayats across the country are
proactively taking various measures to check the spread of the COVID-19
pandemic. Ministry of Panchayati Raj, Government of India remains in close
coordination with State Governments, District authorities and Gram Panchayats to
ensure that lockdown conditions are not violated and norms of social distancing are
followed.
Measures at panchayat level:
Various initiatives were taken at the panchayat level to contain COVID-19.
Uttar Pradesh:
In Uttar Pradesh, some Gram Panchayats provide access to cash through
microATM.
Proper facilities of food and lodging have been made by Gram Pradhan/ Secretary.
It provided the destitute families with Rs.1000 per month as relief in this difficult
time.
Kerala:
1304 community kitchens have been started in Panchayats and Municipalities with
the help of Local Self Government Institutions (LSGI).
The Kudumbashree program prepared and distributed more than 18 lakh cotton
masks through around 300 tailoring units.
LSGIs with the help of Kudumbashree has formed 1.9 lakh WhatsApp groups with
22 lakh Neighbourhood Group (NHG) members to educate them about Government
instructions regarding COVID-19 during the lockdown. Currently, information is
being sent to NHG groups via this platform.
Dadra & Nagar Haveli:
Awareness about Dos & Don'ts is being provided daily along with sanitization of
Panchayat areas.
3 IEC Vehicle for awareness on COVID 19 is being circulated in all villages of 20
Gram Panchayats giving awareness to the general public.
10,000 Handbills/ pamphlets were distributed in all 20 Gram Panchayats.
Andhra Pradesh:
In Andhra Pradesh, the state govt. is distributing over 16 crore masks to citizens to
help check COVID-19 and the state is also carrying out a third round of the door-to-
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door survey.
Around 1.43 crore households out of the total 1.47 crore have been covered to
identify COVID cases.

MHA makes Spitting offence under Section 51 b of the Disaster Management
Act
The Government of India has announced Spitting in public act a punishable
offence under the strict Disaster Management Act in its revised guidelines for
lockdown issued to contain COVID-19. The announcement was made by the Union
Ministry of Home Affairs in its revised guidelines.
Highlights:
The guidelines also mandated the wearing of face masks in public places.
MHA has made spitting punishable with a fine under Section 51 (b) of the
Disaster Management Act.
Spitting in public has been already made an offence under municipal laws in
various cities. This has been hardly taken seriously by the people in the country.
Measures have been taken by the Municipal corporations of Delhi and several
other states.
Assam, Bihar, Haryana, Maharashtra, Nagaland, Jharkhand, Telangana, Uttar
Pradesh, and Uttarakhand have already issued orders to ban tobacco products and
spitting in public places amid the COVID-19 pandemic.
MHA imposed a strict ban on the sale of liquor, 'gutka', tobacco, etc. It strictly
prohibited spitting in public places.
The directives shall be implemented by district magistrates through fines and penal
action given under the Disaster Management Act, 2005.
Anyone refusing to comply with the order of government orders under the Disaster
Management Act will result in imprisonment up to one year or a fine, or both.

GoI made action plan to monitor the spread of COVID-19 in India
The Government of India has made an action plan for strengthening of
surveillance networks to monitor the spread of COVID-19 in India. The
information was passed by the Union Health Ministry.
Action plan:
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An action plan has been prepared by the GOI to strengthen surveillance with the
help of the World Health Organization's (WHO) national polio surveillance
network team.
The Ministry discussed the micro-plan for clusters and outbreak containment of
COVID-19 at district-level was discussed.
India has received 5 lakh testing kits, including rapid antibody test kits, from two
Chinese firms for better monitoring and surveillance.
The Ministry stated that 2 lakh rapid COVID-19 test kits received from China are
not for early diagnosis, but for surveillance purposes.
COVID-19 update as of 16 April:
A total of 2,90,401 COVID-19 tests have been conducted so far in India. The
Ministry of Health reported that the total confirmed cases in India stand at 12,380,
out of which 1,489 people have recovered. The fatality rate in India is 3.8%. GoI
said that, as of 16 April, 941 fresh COVID-19 cases and 37 deaths have been
reported in the last 24 hours.

CIL to hold a meeting on mine development on 18 April
State-owned Coal India Limited (CIL) is to deliberate on model bid documents
for the development and operation of underground mines. CIL has decided to
augment its dry-fuel output to coal through mine operators.
CIL meeting:
A Pre-NIT Meet will be convened on 18 April with the stakeholders on the model
bid documents comprising of Request for Bid (RFB) and Model Contract
Agreement (MCA) for 'Development and Operation of Underground mines' of CIL
on Mine Developer-cum- Operator (MDO) model.
The scope for mine operator will include the development of the project, including
detailed designing, financing, mine construction, procurement of mining and other
equipment, operation and maintenance of the mine under the project for extraction
and delivery of the coal and performance of all other obligations of the mine
operator.
CIL recorder high coal output:
About 80% of India's domestic coal production comes from CIL. CIL recorded a
high coal output of 84.36 million tonnes during March 2020. It registered a 6.5%
growth compared to 79.19 MT it produced in March 2019. The company closed
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fiscal 2019-20 with annual coal production of 602.14 million tonnes (MT). The
country's coal import increased marginally by 3.2% to 242.97 MT in the past fiscal
2019-20.

Centre launches SAHYO app to help area-specific strategies, decisions in
COVID-19 outbreak
The Department of Science and Technology (DST), Government of India,
developed mobile application SAHYO, an Integrated Geospatial Platform out of
available geospatial datasets, standards-based services, and analytic tools. The
mobile application and the website prepared and managed by the Survey of India
(SoI)
SAHYO:
The SAHYO aims to help decision making during the COVID-19 pandemic.
It will aid devising area-specific strategies to handle the socio-economic impact in
the recovery phase.
The platform will strengthen the public health delivery system of the Central and
State Governments.
It will provide the necessary geospatial information support to citizens and
agencies dealing with the challenges related to socio-economic distress, health, and
livelihood challenges.
SAHYO is also available as a web portal in https://indiamaps.gov.in/soiapp/
The app has been customized to collect COVID-19 specific geospatial datasets
through community engagement to augment the response activities by the
Government of India to the pandemic.
Information parameters required as per the strategy of the Government of India
strategy and containment plan for large outbreaks have been incorporated in the
SAHYOG application.
This integrated geospatial platform will strengthen India's health emergency
management due to the COVID-19 outbreak and support the socio-economic
recovery process through the seamless provision of spatial data, information, and
linkage between human, medical, technological, infrastructural and natural
resources.

DRDOs PPE testing facility shifted from DRDE Gwalior to INMAS Delhi
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Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) shifted its testing
facility from Defence Research Development Establishment (DRDE), Gwalior to
Institute of Nuclear Medicine & Allied Sciences (INMAS), New Delhi. The move
is to overcome the time delays and to speed up delivery of Personal Protective
Equipment (PPE) and masks.
The DRDE, Gwalior has stood at the forefront in fighting COVID-19. It has now
been tasked to do the testing of masks only received by HLL Lifecare Limited
from foreign countries before it is distributed to various agencies.
INMAS:
Established: 1961
Director: Dr. Ajay Kumar Singh
Location: New Delhi
INMAS is a premier Life Science Laboratory of DRDO. Currently, INMAS has
been made fully operational for testing and evaluation of bodysuits and masks.
More than 50 batches of these items have already been tested at the laboratory.
Defence Research & Development Establishment:
Established: 1973
Director: Dr. Devendra Kumar Dubey
Location: Gwalior, Madhya Pradesh
The prime objective of DRDE is to promote research and development of detection
and protection against toxic chemical and biological agents.

ICAR developed Pusa Decontamination and Sanitizing Tunnel
Pusa Decontamination and Sanitizing Tunnel are developed by the Division of
Agricultural Engineering, Indian Agricultural Research Institute (ICAR), New
Delhi. The tunnel was inaugurated by the Union Minister of State for Agriculture
and Farmers' Welfare Kailash Choudhary on 16 April in New Delhi.
Pusa Decontamination and Sanitizing Tunnel:
The sanitization protocol of the tunnel included handwashing with foot-operated
soap and water dispenser and fogging in a sanitizing tunnel for 20 seconds.
In the tunnel, Quaternary Ammonium Compounds (QAC) are used at a
concentration of 0.045%, as per the recommendation of the Health Department.
QAC are cationic detergents and disinfectants. It can be used to remove organic
material. It will denature the proteins of the fungal or bacterial cell and affects the
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metabolic reactions of the cell and causes vital substances to leak out of the cell
which will lead to the death of the virus.

CCMB to develop Inactivated virus vaccine for novel coronavirus
Centre for Cellular and Molecular Biology (CCMB) is currently developing an
inactivated virus vaccine for COVID-19. These inactivated vaccines are known for
their safety and easy production.
What is an inactivated virus vaccine?
Generally, the active virus is cultured in large numbers. They are then killed
either by a chemical or heat. Although the pathogen is killed or made to lose its
reproduction capacity, various parts of the virus, like the spike protein with which
it enters the cells, remains intact. The antigen or the chemical structure that is
recognized by the immune system will be left unimpaired. When this dead microbe
is introduced, the immune system is tricked to respond by producing antibodies
against specific antigens still left intact, without knowing that the pathogen is dud.
Inactivated polio vaccine and the rabies vaccine are made this way.
The pathogen cannot reproduce as they are dead and it can't cause even a mild
disease. Hence, it will be safe to administer to even people with lesser immunity,
like the old and those who have comorbidity.
If a large amount of virus is grown and made inactive, it will become a material for
the candidate vaccine to be injected. Now the virus will not be active but the human
body will recognize the proteins of the virus and start making antibodies against it.
So, it acts as the inactivated virus vaccine.
Vaccine production:
Vaccination is thought to be the most effective and sure way to arrest the progress
and deadly effect of coronavirus.
CCMB is using the epithelial cell line from African green monkeys grown in
Petri dishes to artificially culture and harvest the deadly virus. The cells will be
observed and if the cells show changes, including dying of cells and release of the
virus, then the culture is positive. The researchers make an in-vitro system, which
can be checked for its potential. The novel coronavirus grown in the cell culture
will be harvested, inactivated and the vaccine would be developed.
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Chhattisgarh launched Cghaat website for online essential delivery
Chief Minister of Chhattisgarh Bhupesh Baghel inaugurated the online delivery
website 'Cghaat' on 16 April. Cghaat will facilitate doorstep delivery of fruits and
vegetables during the extended lockdown phase due to contain COVID-19 spread.
Cghaat:
The web portal, cghaat.in, has been developed by Chhattisgarh government's
agency Chips.
The fruit and vegetable vendors who are interested to provide services can register
online through this portal.
After registering, they can provide home delivery against online orders placed as
soon as they receive Collector's permission.
Cghaat service is available free of charge to vendors.
Customers interested in purchasing from the portal can also register free of charge
and choose the vendor of their choice.
Other essential items such as milk, groceries, forest-produce, etc is set to be
delivered soon through the portal.
The portal will come in handy for people who practice physical distancing and will
also minimize the chances of crowding at the shops.
Chhattisgarh:
Formation: 1 November 2000
Governor: Anusuiya Uikey
Chief Minister: Bhupesh Baghel
Literacy rate: 70.01% (2011 Census)
Official language: Chhattisgarhi, Hindi
State Tree: Sal tree
State flower: Lady's Slipper
State Bird: Hill Myna
State Animal: Wild Asian Buffalo

Delhi to begin clinical trial of plasma enrichment technique
Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal announced that the Doctors will conduct
the clinical trial of plasma enrichment technique to treat severely-ill coronavirus
patients soon.
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Clinical trial of plasma method:
The clinical trial of the plasma method will be conducted in Delhi.
If the trial is successful, the method will be implemented to save the lives of
serious COVID-19 patients.
The method was used in the past to treat diseases such as polio, measles, mumps,
1918 flu epidemic, and in previous outbreaks of respiratory infections namely
H1N1 influenza, Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS), and Middle East
respiratory syndrome (MERS).
Under the method, Plasma from the blood of the people who have recovered from
COVID-19 will be collected. It is believed that it might contain antibodies to the
virus that causes the disease and might be effective against the infection.

CDSCO approves 67 Indian firms for antibody rapid testing kits
Central Drug Standard Control Organisation (CDSCO) has approved as many
as 67 Indian firms for antibody rapid testing kits for testing COVID-19.
Highlights:
Out of 67 companies, 5 are using indigenous kits and 62 other companies are
importing antibody rapid testing kits from other countries, such as China, South
Korea, the United Kingdom, France, and Israel.
As of 16 April, India's coronavirus tally crossed the 12,000 mark with the tally
reading at 12,380 cases, as per the data provided by the Union Ministry of Health
and Family Welfare.
Out of the total number, 10,477 patients are active cases and 1,489 patients have
been cured, discharged and migrated. COVID-19 took a death toll of 414.

AIIB to lend USD 500 mn to India to help fight COVID-19 pandemic
Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) has announced that it is to finance
$500 million projects in India to help the country improve its health care systems.
With this, AIIB has doubled its funds under the COVID-19 Crisis Recovery
Facility.
Highlights:
The aim of the move is to help reduce health care pressures in pandemic
preparedness and health infrastructure in India. It will also provide liquidity, fiscal
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and budgetary support.
The funding is to be used for the purchase of equipment and for detection capacity.
The move comes as India approaches AIIB for financial assistance to combat
COVID-19.

DRDO develops Automatic Sanitiser Dispensing Unit and UV Sanitisation Box
to fight coronavirus
Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) developed
Automatic Mist Based Sanitiser Dispensing Unit and UV Sanitisation Box and
Hand-held UV device to fight against COVID-19.
Automatic Mist Based Sanitiser Dispensing Unit:
Centre for Fire Explosive & Environment Safety (CFEES), Delhi has developed
an automatic mist based sanitizer dispensing unit. It is a contactless sanitizer
dispenser that sprays alcohol-based hand rub sanitizer solution for sanitization of
hands while entering the buildings/office complexes, etc. It is based on water mist
aerator technology, which was developed for water conservation.
It operates without contact and is activated through an ultrasonic sensor. A single
fluid nozzle with a low flow rate is used to generate aerated mist to dispense the
hand rub sanitizer. The sanitizer will sanitize the hands with minimum wastage.
Using an atomizer, only 5-6 ml sanitizer is released for 12 seconds in one
operation.
UV Sanitisation Box & Hand-held UV device:
Defence Institute of Physiology & Allied Sciences (DIPAS) and Institute of
Nuclear Medicine & Allied Sciences (INMAS) have designed & developed
Ultraviolet C Light-based sanitization box and handheld UV-C (ultraviolet light
with wavelength 254 nanometres) device.
The UV-C will destroy genetic material in COVID-19. The radiation warps the
structure RNA which prevents the viral particles from making more copies of
themselves. This is environment friendly and is a contact-free effective sanitization
method.

Union Health Minister instructs New Delhi hospitals to take of non-COVID
patients
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Union Health Minister Dr. Harsh Vardhan had a detailed meeting with medical
officials with Delhi Medical Superintendents of various hospitals in New Delhi.
Medical Superintendents of the hospitals in the city to take proper care of nonCOVID patients. He receives complaints regarding denial of treatment to patients
suffering from critical ailments other then COVID-19 and who require dialysis or
are suffering from heart disease.
We have dedicated COVID-19 facilities in hospitals like AIIMS and Safdarjung,
and two dedicated COVID Delhi Government hospitals - LNJP hospital and Rajiv
Gandhi Super Speciality Hospital in the city. The other hospitals are supposed to
take care of on- COVID patients

GoM reviews actions for management of COVID-19
Group of Ministers (GOM) reviewed the current status and actions for the
management of COVID-19. The committee New Delhi under the Chairmanship of
Union Health Minister Dr. Harsh Vardhan detailed deliberation on containment and
management of COVID-19.
GoM discussed the actions are taken and the current status of social distancing
measures are taken by the government contain the spread of COVID-19. Devoting
adequate resources for creating dedicated COVID-19 hospitals, equipping the
medical institutes with PPEs, ventilators, and other essential equipment. GoM
reviewed the testing strategy and availability of testing kits across the country,
along with the strategy for hotspots and cluster management. Around 170 districts
are being put in Red Zone or Hotspots with 123 districts with large outbreaks and
47 districts with clusters. There are 207 non- hotspot districts with clusters and 353
districts which are placed in the green zone as they are non-infected.
CSIR gave a detailed presentation to the GoM on diagnosis, drugs, and vaccine
development for COVID-19. ICMR and the Ministry of Health and Family
Welfare. Dr. Vardhan had recently held a review with DG CSIR, Dr. Shekhar C.
Mande, and the other CSIR lab. Civil Aviation Minister Hardeep Singh Puri,
External Affairs Minister Dr. S. Jaishankar, Minister of State for Home Nityananda
Rai, Member (Health) in NITI Aayog Dr. V K Paul and Chief of Defence Staff
Bipin Rawat attended the meeting.

Government extends regular and e-visas of all foreigners stranded till May 3
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Home Ministry extended regular and e-visas of all foreigners who are stranded in
India due to the coronavirus lockdown till May 3 on a gratis basis. The Home
Ministry also said the visa granted to those foreigners, except diplomats and UN
officials, who are supposed to come to India, will remain suspended till May 3.
The home ministry said that after considering the matter, it has been decided to
extend the period of providing consular services by the Office of Foreigners
Regional Registration Officers and Foreigners Registration Officers to foreign
nationals, presently stranded in India.
Exit to such foreign nationals, if requested during this period, will also be granted
up to 14 days beyond May 3, i.e. May 17, without any overstay penalty.

Kisan Rath Mobile App launched to facilitate transportation of food grains
Agriculture Ministry launched Kisan Rath Mobile App. The main aim of the app
is to facilitate transportation of food grains, and the National Informatics Centre
develops it. The central government to ensure farmers and traders can find transport
for Agriculture and Horticulture produce.
Kisan Rath App:
The Kisan Rath App will greatly facilitate farmers' FPOs and Cooperatives in the
country to find a suitable transport facility to transfer their agriculture produce from
the farm gate to markets. The Government has exempted random selection of test
samples, subsequent batch testing after the expiry validity of test reports, updating
of CMVR, COP & Type approval applicable to Tractors, Power Tillers, Combine
Harvesters and other self-propelled agricultural machinery till 31.12.2020. Testing
of tractors as per revised BIS Standard IS 12207-2019 and Implementation of new
technical critical specifications of 51 agricultural machineries has also been
deferred till 31.12.2020.During lockdown period, the Government has agreed to
extend the validity of the license of Seed dealers which are expired or going to be
expired till 30.09.2020.The validity of import permissions till September 2020 after
consideration of the requirement of seed/planting material of the importing parties.
They extend the validity of all pack-houses, processing units and treatment
facilities whose validity is expiring up to 30th June 2020 for a period of one year
without a physical inspection of such facility through a simplified procedure to
facilitate the export of agriculture products.
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Indian High Commission in UK hosts Covid-19 virtual meet
Indian businesses with different sectors such as financial services, hospitality,
healthcare, information technology, and IT services are continually working in
consultation with companies and business organizations with regard to the
government's response to Covid-19. Many small and medium enterprises (SMEs
)companies to prepare for a graduated and phased reopening strategy. Around 40
Indian business representatives logged on to a first-of-its-kind virtual roundtable
organized by the Indian High Commission in London. They see about the economic
impact over the country.Prime Minister Boris Johnson will only be allowed to leave
their homes for essential work, exercise, and purchasing food or medicine. Citizens
are only allowed one form of outdoor activity a day.

MP govt decides to give ten thousand rupees every month for corona patients
Madhya Pradesh has decided that the health workers who are directly engaged in
the treatment of Corona patients will be given a service amount of Rs 10 thousand
every month as honorarium. The employees of other departments engaged in the
service of Corona patients are also be infected then they will also be given Rs 10
thousand as service amount. The total number of Corona infected patients in the
State has reached to 1360. So far, 69 have died of infection while 68 have
recovered. There are 892 patients in Indore and 197 in Bhopal. The number of
patients recovering in the state is also increasing rapidly.

Ten lakhs rupees compensation to all Postal employees
Department of Posts planned to extend the payment of compensation of 10 lakh
rupees to all postal employees including Gramin Dak Sevaks employees to the
corona disease. Department of Posts comes under essential services and the
employees are performing various routine duties along with delivering COVID-19
test kits, food packets, rations, and essential medicines across the country. The
Department of Posts has decided to extend the payment of compensation of 10 lakh
rupees to all postal employees, including Gramin Dak Sevaks succumbing to the
corona disease. The guidelines will come into effect with immediate effect and
continue for the period until the crises of COVID-19 is over. Postal employees
perform various duties such as providing mail delivery to customers, Post Office
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Saving Bank, Postal Life Insurance, the ease of money withdrawal at his/her
doorstep from any bank and any branch under the AePS facility

Shri Santosh Gangwar designate Nodal Officers for resolving Grievances of
Workers
Union Minister of State (I/C) for Labour and Employment Shri Santosh Gangwar
requested various State/UT Governments to designate a nodal officer from Labour
Department. The main aim is to coordinate with Control Rooms set up by the
Union Government for addressing issues of the labour/workers in the country.
Ministry of Labour and Employment recently set up 20 Control Rooms under the
Chief Labour Commissioner (C) on pan India basis due to issues of workers arising
in the backdrop of COVID-19. Initially, Control Rooms were concerned with wagerelated grievances related to the central sphere and issues of migrant labour.
Around 20 Control Rooms till yesterday, 1400 pertains to various State/UT
Governments.Central Control Rooms along with names of officers deputed by the
Central Government for ready reference.

CSIR and CFTRIs protein-enriched biscuits for COVID-19 patients
Mysuru-based CSIR-Central Food Technological Research Institute (CRTRI)
made available high-protein biscuits to the corona affected patients in the All India
Institute of Medical Science (AIIMS), New Delhi.
CFTRI supplied 500 kg of high-protein biscuits and 500 kg of high-protein rusks to
the Dietetics department of AIIMS to supply to the patients. The biscuits contain
14% of protein while usual biscuits contain around 8-9% protein.
The ingredients made available of the biscuits: whole wheat flour (Atta), wheat
flour (Maida), sugar, hydrogenated fat, soya flour, whey protein, soy protein, milk
solids, glucose, INS 500II and INS 503II agents, salt and flavours. A 100-g packet
of biscuits clearly pack a punch with its energy quotient of 400 kcal and its
nutritional value: carbohydrate (63.2 g), protein (14 g), fat (17.1 g) and minerals
(1.2 g).
The biscuits being manufactured in Noida, Uttar Pradesh, by Seven Seas Private
Limited based on the formulation developed by CSIR-CFTRI.

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(April 13 - April 19, 2020)

Procurement operations of Pulses and Oilseeds directly from Farmers
The union government of India made Central Nodal Agencies like NAFED and
FCI striving to assure better returns for the farmers. The Minimum Support Price
(MSP) from the farmers in several States in the Rabi 2020-21 season has started.
Procurement of Pulses & Oilseeds at MSP from farmers under the Price Support
Scheme (PSS) scheme in Rabi 2020-21 season currently in progress in Karnataka,
Andhra Pradesh, Telangana, Rajasthan. The quantity of 1,33,987.65 MT of Pulses
& 29,264.17 MT of Oilseeds was procured by NAFED/FCI valued at Rs 784.77
Crores through which 1,14,338 farmers have been benefited. Price Stabilisation
Fund (PSF) scheme and Toor procurement under PSS/PSF Kharif 2019- 20 season
is underway in the States of Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu, Gujarat, Andhra Pradesh,
and Karnataka & Telangana.The procurement of pulses and oilseeds in the Kota
Division was stopped after the announcement of lockdown. About 27,276.77 MT of
Mustard seed has been procured from about 10,111 farmers in the first two days.
Procurement of Gram, Masoor, and Mustard in Madhya Pradesh.
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SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY
ICMR researchers found Bat coronavirus in 2 Indian bat species
Researchers of the Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) found the
presence of a different kind of coronavirus, bat coronavirus (BtCoV), in two bat
species from Kerala, Himachal Pradesh, Puducherry, and Tamil Nadu. It
claimed that there is no evidence or research to claim that these bat coronaviruses
can cause disease in humans.
Highlights:
BtCoV was found positive in 25 bats of Rousettus and Pteropus species from
Kerala, Himachal Pradesh, Puducherry, and Tamil Nadu.
The bat coronaviruses have no relation with SARS-CoV2 which is responsible for
the COVID-19 pandemic.
The Pteropus bat species were earlier found positive for the Nipah virus in 2018
and 2019 in Kerala.
An association of Pteropus medius bats with the Nipah virus was reported earlier
in Inda. The recently emerged severe acute respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2
(SARS-CoV-2) is suspected to have its association with bats.
Bats are the natural reservoir for many viruses. Some of these viruses are potential
human pathogens.
As a result of the study and its findings, the scientists stressed the need for
proactive surveillance of zoonotic infections in bats.

Aarogya Setu app became worlds fastest app to reach 50 million downloads
The Central Government's mobile app, Aarogya Setu, has become the world's
fastest app to reach 50 million downloads in just 13 days. The information was
passed by the NITI Aayog CEO Amitabh Kant on 15 April. The app was developed
for tracking COVID-19 patients.
Aarogya Setu:
The Aarogya Setu app alerts people if any known person or person in their
vicinity has tested positive.
District administration has asked all educational institutions, departments, etc
to encourage downloading of the app.
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The app was developed under a committee set up by the Prime Minister's Office
with the active involvement of NITI Aayog and the Ministry of Electronics and IT
(MeitY).
Tata Consultancy Services (TCS) is working on testing and some of the other
aspects.
Tech Mahindra and the Mahindra group is currently working with the committee
on the next version of the Aarogya Setu application and leverage next-generation
technologies like Artificial Intelligence (AI), machine learning, data science. It
is also working on expanding the reach of Aarogya Setu on all types of
phones. The current version of the Aarogya Setu app is fit for use on smartphones
only.

SCTIMST develops GeneLAMP-N makes confirmatory tests results of
COVID-19 possible in 2 hours
Sree Chitra Tirunal Institute for Medical Sciences and Technology
(SCTIMST), Trivandrum, has developed a diagnostic test kit that can confirm
COVID-19 in 2 hours at a low cost. The method is expected to be the world's first
few methods.
Confirmatory diagnostic test kit:
The confirmatory diagnostic test detects the N Gene of SARS-COV2 virus using
reverse transcriptase loop-mediated amplification of viral nucleic acid (RTLAMP).
The test kit is funded by the DST called Chitra GeneLAMP-N.
The kit is highly specific for SARS-CoV-2 N-gene and can detect two regions of
the gene. It will ensure that the test does not fail even if one region of the viral gene
undergoes mutation during its current spread.
The tests were authorized by ICMR and performed at the National Institute of
Virology (NIV) Alappuzha. It showed that Chitra GeneLAMP- N has 100%
accuracy and match with test results using Reverse transcription-polymerase chain
reaction (RT-PCR).
The testing facility can be easily set up even in the laboratories of district hospitals
with limited facilities and trained laboratory technicians.
The testing with the new device for LAMP testing and the test kit for 2 regions of
N gene(including RNA extraction) will cost less than Rs.1000 per test for the
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laboratory.
SCTIMST:
SCTIMST was established in 1976 by GoI. The autonomous premier institute
functions under the Department of Science and Technology (DST), Ministry of
Science & Technology. It is located in Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala, India. It is one
of the research Institutes and centers in India.

CeNS develops portable sensor to detect heavy metal ions in water
Centre for Nano and Soft Matter Sciences (CeNS) has developed a compact
solid-state sensor that can detect the heavy metal ions in water. It was developed
by a team of researchers led by Dr. Pralay K. Santra at the Centre for Nano and Soft
Matter Sciences.
Need for the sensor:
Heavy metal ions like mercury, lead, and cadmium show severe potential threats to
living beings. These metal ions can easily be accumulated in the human body. It
cannot be detoxified by any chemical or biological processes. The health hazards
associated with heavy metal ions in water demands the development of efficient
and portable sensors for rapid onsite detection of these ions. This need led to the
development of visual sensors, which can effectively detect heavy metal ions
rapidly (within seconds) under ambient conditions.
Compact solid-state sensor:
Compact solid-state sensor is a portable device as the quantum dots can be excited
with handheld UV light of 254 nm. It can help onsite detection in remote areas.
The sensor can detect the heavy metal ions, for example, lead ions (Pb2+) down to
0.4 parts per billion (ppb) for efficient onsite detection.
The sensor film was prepared by forming a composite between manganese doped
zinc sulfide quantum dots and reduced graphene oxide on a glass substrate.
These particular quantum dots are water-soluble and have high
photoluminescence (~30 %) quantum yield, making them suitable for
luminescence-based sensing.
If a drop of water containing heavy metal ions such as mercury, lead, cadmium,
etc. are added to the composite film, the emission of the film will be quenched
within seconds.
The team is currently developing strategies to improve the selectivity of the
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detection.

IASST develops plasmonic semiconductor nanomaterials to remove toxic
materials from water
Institute of Advanced Study in Science and Technology (IASST), Assam is to
develop plasmonic semiconductor nanomaterials for the removal of toxic organic
compounds from water by harvesting solar light. Plasmonic semiconductor
nanomaterials are metal-like materials with free electrons on the surface that
oscillate collectively when hit by light.
Highlights:
In this method, the solar light is utilized to increase the photocatalytic efficiency
of nanomaterials to degrade pollutants and generate renewable Hydrogen.
The researchers are trying to understand the science behind the photon
accumulation and amplification of incident light by the plasmonic materials for this
purpose.
The materials that are being developed can easily adsorb toxic ions like arsenic
and fluoride, which are often found in water in North East India and convert it to
its non-toxic forms when they are exposed to sunlight.
Plasmonic nanomaterials are used in the process for hydrogen energy generation
which has shown high photon to hydrogen conversion efficiency under visible
and near infra-red (IR) light.
This method can remove the toxic contents in water to make the water suitable for
drinking.

ICMR issues advisory for Rapid Antibody kits in COVID-19 hotspot areas
Indian Council of Medical Research recently issued an advisory mentioning the
protocol for using Rapid Antibody Test kits in COVID-19 hotspot areas across
states to use these kits in the affected areas. National Task Force has carefully
reviewed the data evolving from various countries on the use of such kits and,
based on available evidence tests are revised.
Rapid Antibody Test Kit:
The rapid antibody test kits to understand that gold standard frontline test for
COVID-19 diagnosis is Real-Time PCR based molecular test, which is aimed at
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early virus detection. The rapid antibody test cannot replace the frontline test. It
also said that the rapid antibody test is a supplementary tool to assess the
prevalence of the diseases within a specific area, and the rapid antibody test will
only be of utility after a minimum of seven days of onset of symptoms.The rapid
tests are emerging, and understanding of their utility for diagnosis is still evolving.
In case any state does not have a hot spot, these tests may be used for any hotspot
which may emerge in the future or as a surveillance tool for epidemiological
purposes.

CSIR and NAL develop personal protective coverall suit for health workers
CSIR National Aerospace Laboratories (CSIR-NAL) with MAF Clothing,
Bengaluru developed the protective coverall suit. This suit can be used by doctors
to protect from COVID 19. It is a polypropylene spun laminated multi-layered nonwoven fabric-based coverall suit. That suit can be used to ensure the safety of
doctors, nurses, paramedical staff, and healthcare workers.
.
CSIR-NAL and MAF have plans to augment the production capacity to about
30,000 units per day within four weeks' time. The efforts of the NAL, MAF
Clothing and SITRA team who have worked round the clock for this national cause
by accelerating the development and certification process.

Around 43 lakh quintals of food grains distributed to the poor in Maharashtra
Central Government and the Government of Maharashtra have adequate food
security for the poor people in the state. Around 52,000 fair price shops spread
across the country. Around 43.51 lakh quintals of food grains distributed within the
first fortnight of April amidst the lockdown period.
Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Ann Yojana, 5kg of food grain rice in the case of
Maharashtra - is being provided free of cost for three months for every beneficiary
covered under the National Food Security Act (NFSA).
Food Corporation of India (FCI) played a key role in ensuring food security during
the lockdown period by moving 3.74 million metric tonne food grain stocks using
1,335 train loads, which is more than double its normal average movement. FCI
procures bulk of its rice from Punjab and Haryana and also from Odisha and
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Chhattisgarh.
The state has sought 1.54 lakh metric tonnes of additional food grain allocation
from the Centre.
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DEFENCE
US approved sale of missiles worth USD 155 million to strengthen India
The US reaffirmed its determination to sell Harpoon air-launched anti-ship
missiles and Mark 54 lightweight torpedoes worth $155 million to India. The
aim is to enhance India's deterrent capabilities against regional threats and to
strengthen its homeland.
Highlights:
In 2016, the US recognized India as its "Major Defence Partner". This
designation allows India to buy more advanced and sensitive technologies from the
United States.
The cost of 10 AGM-84L Harpoon Block II air-launched missiles is estimated to
be $92 million. The estimated cost of 16 MK 54 All Up Round Lightweight
Torpedoes and 3 MK 54 Exercise Torpedoes are $63 million.
The Harpoon missile system will be integrated into the P-8I anti-submarine
warfare aircraft to carry out anti-surface warfare missions in defence of critical sea
lanes and enhance interoperability with the US and other allied forces.
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SPORTS
India to host 2020 Asian Boxing Championship
Boxing Federation of India (BFI) has announced that India will be hosting the
2020 Asian Boxing Championship. The championship is expected to be held
during November-December. The host city is yet to be announced later. The
announcement was made by the National Federation President Ajay Singh.
BFI got the hosting rights in February 2020. Asian Boxing Championships were
held as two individual events for men and women before 2019. Previously, India
organized the men's event in 1980 with Mumbai playing the host. The women's
event was hosted by India in 2003 with Hisar, Haryana hosting the event.
Asian Boxing Championships:
Asian Boxing Championships is the highest level of competition held for the
boxing amateurs in Asia. The first tournament was held in 1963, hosted by
Bangkok, Thailand.
The last Men's championship was held in 2017 at Tashkent, Uzbekistan and the
Women's edition was held in 2017 at Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam. The Combined
editions (30th edition) was held in 2019 at Bangkok, Thailand.
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SUMMITS & CONFERENCE
Nirmala Sitharaman attended the 2nd virtual session of G20 FMCBG
Union Minister for Finance & Corporate Affairs Nirmala Sitharaman
participated in the virtual session of the 2nd G20 Finance Ministers and Central
Bank Governors (FMCBG) meeting on 15 April. The meeting was held under the
Saudi Arabian Presidency. The Ministers discussed the global economic outlook
amid the evolving COVID-19 pandemic crisis.
Highlights:
Saudi Arabia was appreciated for its tireless efforts in delivering on the outcomes
as mandated by the G20 Leaders during the Extraordinary Leaders' Summit.
As per the direction, Saudi prepared the G20 Action Plan in Response to
COVID-19.
The Action Plan was prepared with an aim to protect lives, safeguard jobs and
incomes. It also included measures to restore confidence, preserve financial
stability, revive growth and recover stronger.
The plan included providing help to countries that need assistance, coordinate on
public health and financial measures and minimize disruption to the global supply
chain.
India:
Finance Minister highlighted the role of Finance Ministers and Central Bank
Governors in safeguarding the lives and livelihood of people while maintaining
macroeconomic stability in a sustainable manner.
Sitharaman stated that India has disbursed financial assistance amounting to $3.9
billion to more than 320 million people on direct benefit transfer through digital
technology so that the exposure of beneficiaries to public places is minimized.
The monetary policy measures undertaken by GoI, Reserve Bank of India and
other regulators have helped de-freeze the market and catalyze credit flows.
Background:
FM Nirmala Sitharaman had represented India in theExtraordinary Virtual G20
FMCBG Meeting held on 31 March 2020. In the meeting, she discussed the
importance of international cooperation and coordinated actions in ensuring that the
financial system continues to support and quickly revive the global economy.
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Narendra Singh Tomar addressed the 2020 National Conference on Kharif
crops
The Union Minister of Agriculture and Farmers' Welfare Narendra Singh Tomar
addressed the "National Conference on Kharif crops 2020" through a video
conference.
Highlights:
All States were directed to achieve the Kharif target as doubling of farmers'
income should be taken up in mission mode.
The Central govt. assured the States that the Government of India will remove any
obstacles that the States are facing.
The main aim of the National Kharif Conference was to discuss various issues
and list out steps in consultation with the States about preparedness for Kharif
cultivation in view of the lockdown situation.
The Minister urged the state's leaders to explain the two schemes namely PM
Fasal Bima Yojana and Soil Health Card scheme to each farmer in the State.
They also discussed ways to accelerate the production and productivity of
agriculture and horticulture sectors for ensuring food and nutritional security in the
rural areas.
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APPOINTMENTS / RESIGN
Karnataka Bank re-appointed Mahabaleshwara MS as MD and CEO
Karnataka Bank's board has re-appointed Mahabaleshwara MS as its MD & CEO
for a further period of three years. The Private lender has also appointed P.
Jayarama Bhat as a non-executive chairman till 13 November 2021. The
appointments were approved by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI).
They are expected to take the bank to new heights in corporate governance and
business standards. The will focus on value-creation for all the stakeholders. Their
appointment comes in the time when the world is facing an unprecedented new set
of challenges caused due to COVID-19 outbreak.
Karnataka Bank:
Founded on: 18 February 1924
Headquarters: Mangaluru, Karnataka
MD & CEO: Mahabaleshwara M.S
Karnataka Bank Limited is a Class 'A' Scheduled Commercial Bank. It stands as the
12th largest private sector bank. It has adopted Core banking, Internet banking
across the country.

Birupaksha Mishra assumes charge as ED of Union Bank of India
Shri Birupaksha Mishra took charge as the Executive Director (ED) of Union
Bank of India (UBI), after its amalgamation with Corporation Bank and Andhra
Bank. Prior to this, he was the ED at Corporation Bank.
Shri Birupaksha Mishra:
Shri Birupaksha Mishra holds a Postgraduate degree and a CAIIB (Certified
Associate of Indian Institute of Bankers). In 1984, he started his banking career
as a Probationary Officer. He has a rich experience of more than three decades in
various administrative and functional capacities at many Branches, Regional
Offices and mainly at the Corporate Office.
As a part of his role, he has handled the Credit and Credit Monitoring
Portfolio of the Bank and headed the IT vertical of the Bank. He has served in
many parts of the country.
Union Bank of India:

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(April 13 - April 19, 2020)

Formed on: 11 November 1919
Headquarters: Mumbai
MD & CEO: Rajkiran Rai G.
Corporation Bank and Andhra Bank have recently amalgamated with the Union
Bank of India (UBI) with effect from 1 April 2020. With this, the Government of
India holds over 90% of its share capital.

Chess wizard Viswanathan Anand named ambassador of WWF India
Chess Master Viswanathan Anand has been appointed as the new Ambassador
for World Wide Fund (WWF) India's Environment Education program.
The Environment Education Program was formed in 1976. It reaches out to school
children, youth and citizens across the country. The main objective of the
organization is to generate critical thinking, problem-solving, and environmentallyconscious individuals. The Environment Education program impacts over 5 million
children across 2000 schools.
World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF):
World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) was established in 1961. It is headquartered
in Vaud, Switzerland. The NGO works in the field of wilderness preservation, and
the reduction of human impact on the environment. With over 5 million supporters
worldwide, WWF India has become the world's largest conservation organization.
WWF aims to stop the degradation of the planet's natural environment and to build
a future in which humans live in harmony with nature.
Viswanathan Anand:
Viswanathan Anand was born on 11 December 1969 at Mayiladuthurai, Tamil
Nadu. In 1983, he won the National Sub-Junior Chess Championship with a score
of 9/9. He won the Asian Junior Chess Championship in 1984, which earned him
the International Master norm.
In 2007, Anand entered the (Fdration Internationale des checs) FIDE World
Championship Tournament in Mexico as the world's top-ranked player. Anand
stood as the World Chess Champion from 2007 to 2013. He won the World Chess
Championship five times in 2000, 2007, 2008, 2010 and 2012. He became one of
the 6 players who broke the 2800 mark on the FIDE rating list.
In 1985, he was conferred the Arjuna Award for Outstanding Indian sportsperson in
Chess. In 1987, he was awarded the Padma Shri. He received the Rajiv Gandhi

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(April 13 - April 19, 2020)

Khel Ratna Award in the years 1991-92. In 2000 he was awarded the Padma
Bhushan and he was awarded Padma Vibhushan in 2007.
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IMPORTANT DAYS
April 13, 2020 marked the 101st anniversary of Jallianwala Bagh Massacre
13 April 2020 marked the 101st anniversary of the Jallianwala Bagh Massacre.
On this day, the martyrs who were killed mercilessly in Jallianwala Bagh are
remembered. Prime Minister Narendra Modi paid tribute to the innocent martyrs
who showed great courage and sacrifice.
Jallianwala Bagh massacre:
The Jallianwala Bagh massacre, or the Amritsar slaughter, happened on 13 April
1919. On this day, the British Indian Army troops under the command of Colonel
Reginald Dyer fired rifles into a crowd of Indians in Jallianwala Bagh, Amritsar,
Punjab.
The civilians had assembled for a peaceful protest to condemn the arrest and
deportation of two national leaders, Satya Pal, Saifuddin Kitchlew and the
Rowlatt Act. General Dyer took a strike force of 50 rifles and 40 khukri-wielding
Gurkhas into the enclosed ground, Jallianwala Bagh. Without warning, he ordered
open fire on the crowd that resulted in the death of several hundreds of people, and
many were wounded.

World Chagas Disease Day is observed on 14 April
World Chagas Disease Day is observed on 14 April every year. The day aims to
raise the visibility and public awareness of people with Chagas Disease and the
resources needed for the prevention, control or elimination of the disease.
Chagas disease:
Chagas disease, also known as American trypanosomiasis. The disease is
common in places where the triatomine bug transmits the parasite Trypanosoma
cruzi. These places include South America, Central America, and Mexico.
Symptoms: The disease can cause swelling and fever. It can be long-lasting. If the
disease is left untreated, it can cause congestive heart failure.
Treatment: Chagas disease can be treated by taking medication that kills the
parasite and on managing symptoms.
Background:
The first case of Chagas disease was confirmed in a Brazilian girl named Berenice

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(April 13 - April 19, 2020)

Soares de Moura by Dr. Carlos Ribeiro Justiniano Chagas on 14 April 1909.
The Chagas community commemorated 14 April as an unofficial day dedicated to
people affected by the disease. The World Health Organization (WHO) officially
declared April 14 as World Chagas Disease Day during the 72nd World Health
Assembly in Geneva, Switzerland.

Ambedkar Jayanti is celebrated on 14 April
The birth anniversary of Dr.B R Ambedkar is celebrated on 14 April. The day is
celebrated to honour his countless contributions in the making of independent
India. Ambedkar Jayanti is also known as Bhim Jayanti. India, amid the lockdown
due to the COVID-19 outbreak, celebrated the birth anniversary of Dr.BR
Ambedkar, digitally, to mark their respect.
Dr.B R Ambedkar:
Bhimrao Ramji Ambedkar was born on 14 April 1891 in Mhow, Madhya
Pradesh. He is the Father of the Indian Constitution. He led a crusade for the
upliftment and empowerment of Dalits in India. He held doctorates in economics
from premier institutes like Columbia University and the London School of
Economics. He was a scholar in various disciplines including economics, law and
political science.
Ambedkar became a key advocate and campaigner for the independence of India
from British rule. He fought for Dalits rights.
He gave significant contributions toward the establishment of the Indian states and
the principal architect of drafting the Indian Constitution. His ideas served as the
foundation of the Reserve Bank of India (RBI). In 1956, he was converted to
Buddhism. He completed the final manuscript of his book on Buddhism The
Buddha and His Dhamma' in December 1956. He passed away on 6 December
1956. Dr.BR Ambedkar was conferred Bharat Ratna, India's highest civilian
honor, posthumously in 1990.

World Haemophilia Day is observed on 17 April
World Haemophilia Day is observed on 17 April. The day aims to
increase awareness of haemophilia, von Willebrand disease, and other inherited
bleeding disorders. The increased awareness will increase better diagnosis and
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access to care for the millions who remain without treatment.
Theme:
The theme of 2020 World Haemophilia Day is "Get+involved". The theme aims to
help increase the awareness of inherited bleeding disorders and the need to make
access to adequate care possible everywhere in the world.
History:
World Haemophilia Day was initiated by the World Federation of Haemophilia.
The day has been observed since 1989 by worldwide patient groups. The date was
chosen to honour the birth anniversary of the World Federation of Haemophilia
founder Frank Schnabel.
Haemophilia:
Haemophilia is a disorder in which the blood doesn't clot normally. This disease
will cause excessive bleeding after injury damage. The symptoms of the disease
include deep bruises, joint pain, and swelling, unexplained bleeding and blood in
urine or stool.
Heamophilia is called a "royal disease". The haemophilia gene was transmitted
from Queen Victoria (who became Queen of England in 1837), to the ruling
families of Russia, Spain, and Germany. The gene for haemophilia in Queen
Victoria was caused by spontaneous mutation.
Haemophilia research began around 1900. The scientists found that human blood
could be divided into groups or types. This discovery made blood transfusions
much more successful. Scientists learned to separate blood into its major parts,
plasma and red cells in 1930. In 1960s Dr. Judith Graham Pool discovered the
cryoprecipitate process, which is the best way of stopping hemophilia bleeds ever
seen.

World Heritage Day observed on April 18
World Heritage Day known as the International Day for Monuments and Sites is
observed annually on 18 April every year.
Theme:
The theme of World Heritage Day 2020 is "Shared Culture', Shared heritage' and
Shared responsibility". The main aim is to promote cultural heritage through
activities undertaken by the International Council on Monuments and Sites
(ICOMOS).
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History:
The first World Heritage Day was organized by the ICOMOS in 1982 but it only
got approved by the UN General Assembly in the following year. India has 38
heritage sites listed under UNESCO's World Heritage Site list. International
Council on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS) organization established on the year
1964 International Charter on the Conservation and Restoration of Monuments and
Sites.
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FESTIVALS
Odia New Year is celebrated on 13 April
Maha Bishuba Pana Sankranti is celebrated as the Odia New Year on 13 April.
Pana Sankranti begins on 13 April every year. The day is named after "Pana", a
drink offering. The day is celebrated with great joy, social, cultural and religious
performances.
Pana Sankranti:
The reason the day is observed is that it is the first day of the solar year. Only on
this day, the Sun fully rests on the equator on two occasions namely 'Mesha
Sankranti' and 'Tula Sankranti'. After Mesha Sankranti, the Sun moves in the
northern direction to the side where India is situated to the north of the equator.
Hence from this day of the first movement of the Sun from Mesha Sankranti that
the New Year is counted.
As per the tradition of Odia, the Pana Sankranti is believed to be the birthday of
the Hindu deity Hanuman. His loving devotion to Vishnu avatar Rama in
Ramayana is legendary. His temples, along with those of Shiva and Surya (the sun
god) are revered in the new year. Hindus also visit Devi temples on Pana Sankranti.
Celebrations:
On this day, people use a small pot filled with "pana" or a sweet drink of Mishri
and water is hung on a basil (Tulsi) plant. A hole is made at the bottom of the pot
which allows the water to fall from the pot, representing rain.
The festival is observed widely in the coastal areas, in some towns and villages of
other areas as a rigorous ritualistic observance in Odisha.
Other festivals are otherwise known as Jharnu Yatra, Hingula Yatra or Patua Yatra,
Danda Yatra, Uda Yatra culminate in the Bishuba Sankranti.
Note:
Other New Year festivals celebrated in India are Baisakhi in Punjab, Bihu in
Assam, Juir Sheetal in Mithila, Naba Barsha in Bengal, Bisu Parba in Tulu Nadu
region of Karnataka, Vishu in Kerala, and Puthandu in Tamil Nadu.

Baisakhi, Rongali Bihu, Naba Barsha, Vaisakhadi, Puthandu is celebrated on
14 April
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President Ram Nath Kovind, Vice President M Venkaiah Naidu and Prime Minister
Narendra Modi have greeted people on the occasion of Baisakhi on 14 April. On
this auspicious day, people celebrate Vaisakhi, Vishu, Rongali Bihu, Naba
Barsha, Vaisakhadi, Puthandu, Pirappu, which are being celebrated in different
parts of the country. The festival is a religious festival celebrated by Sikhs and
Hindus.
Highlights:
The harvest festivals are a celebration of the hard work and efforts of the farmers.
These festivals show a glimpse of India's rich and diverse culture.
The festival celebrates the Solar new year, based on the Hindu Vikram Samvat
calendar. The festival is aimed to celebrate farmers as they produce food grains for
everyone and bring food security and prosperity through their tireless efforts.
Baisakhi is the Harvest Festival of Punjab. It is celebrated on 14 April.
Vishu is the Malayalam New Year. It is celebrated on 14 April.
Puthandu is the Tamil New Year. It is celebrated on 14 April.
Poila Boishakh (Naba Barsha) is the Bengali New Year. It is celebrated on 15
April.
Rongali Bihu is the Harvest Festival of Assam. It is celebrated on 15 April.
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QUIZ CORNER
1) When did the Jallianwala Bagh Massacre happen?
A.11 April 1919
B.11 April 1923
C.13 April 1919
D.13 April 1923

Answer C
Explanation The Jallianwala Bagh massacre, or the Amritsar slaughter, happened on 13 April
1919. On this day, the British Indian Army troops under the command of Colonel Reginald Dyer
fired rifles into a crowd of Indians in Jallianwala Bagh, Amritsar, Punjab.

2) _______ is Culturing SARS-CoV-2 Virus for Testing Repurposed & New
Drugs.
A.AIIMS
B.Module Innovations Pvt. Ltd.
C.CSIR-CCMB
D.DRDO

Answer C
Explanation CSIR-CCMB is Culturing SARS-CoV-2 Virus for Testing Repurposed & New
Drugs. A key tool lacking for the R&D community is the lack of viral cultures to test repurposed
drugs, or new drugs or new molecules predicted by various molecular modelling. CSIR-CCMB
has been engaged in this task and is setting up a system for culturing the SARS-CoV-2 virus in
the Vero cell line which is permissive for the growth of viruses. It is hoped to be ready soon.

3) The year 2020 marked the _______ anniversary of Jallianwala Bagh
Massacre.
A.100th
B.101st
C.102nd
D.103rd
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Answer B
Explanation 13 April 2020 marked the 101st anniversary of the Jallianwala Bagh Massacre. On
this day, the martyrs who were killed mercilessly in Jallianwala Bagh are remembered. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi paid tribute to the innocent martyrs who showed great courage and
sacrifice.

4) The Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) stated that over ________
vaccines are under various stages of development. But no vaccines have
reached the final stage.
A.10
B.40
C.67
D.89

Answer B
Explanation The Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) stated that over 40 vaccines are
under various stages of development. But no vaccines have reached the final stage.

5) Who ordered open fire on the people gathered Jallianwala Bagh to condemn
the arrest and deportation of two national leaders, Satya Pal, Saifuddin
Kitchlew and the Rowlatt Act?
A.Colonel Reginald Dyer
B.Colonel Sanders
C.Colonel John Grekwood
D.Colonel Peter Fredrick

Answer A
Explanation On 13 April 1919, the British Indian Army troops under the command of Colonel
Reginald Dyer fired rifles into a crowd of Indians in Jallianwala Bagh, Amritsar, Punjab. The
civilians had assembled for a peaceful protest to condemn the arrest and deportation of two
national leaders, Satya Pal, Saifuddin Kitchlew and the Rowlatt Act. General Dyer took a strike
force of 50 rifles and 40 khukri-wielding Gurkhas into the enclosed ground, Jallianwala Bagh.
Without warning, he ordered open fire on the crowd that resulted in the death of several hundreds
of people, and many were wounded.
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6) ________ has developed a double-layered Khadi mask to contain the spread
of COVID-19. It has procured orders for supplying it in large quantities.
A.ICMR
B.CSIR
C.DRDO
D.KVIC

Answer D
Explanation Khadi and Village Industries Commission (KVIC) has developed a double-layered
Khadi mask to contain the spread of COVID-19. It has procured orders for supplying it in large
quantities.

7) When was the Rowlatt Act passed?
A.1909
B.1911
C.1919
D.1922

Answer C
Explanation Rowlatt Acts, (February 1919), legislation passed by the Imperial Legislative
Council, the legislature of British India. The acts allowed certain political cases to be tried
without juries and permitted internment of suspects without trial. The purpose of the act was to
curb the growing nationalist upsurge in the country. Mahatma Gandhi, among other Indian
leaders, was extremely critical of the Act and argued that not everyone should be punished in
response to isolated political crimes.

8) KVIC has bagged an order to supply 7.5 lakh pieces of Khadi Masks to
________.
A.Uttar Pradesh
B.J&K
C.Maharashtra
D.Karnataka

Answer B
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Explanation Khadi and Village Industries Commission (KVIC) has bagged an order to supply
7.5 lakh pieces of Khadi Masks to Jammu & Kashmir Government. Under the project, around 5
lakh masks will be supplied to Jammu district, 1,40,000 masks to Pulwama district, one lakh to
Udhampur district and 10,000 to Kupwara district. Once prepared, it will be supplied to assist the
Development Commissioners of these districts by 20 April.

9) ICMR approved the bioassay laboratory of ________ in Faridabad as an
extension of the diagnostic facility of ESIC Medical College and Hospital.
A.Department of Biotechnology based THSTI
B.CSIR-CECRI
C.NCL
D.SCTMIST

Answer A
Explanation Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) approved the bioassay laboratory of
the Department of Biotechnology's (DBT) Faridabad-based Translational Health Science and
Technology Institute (THSTI) as an extension of diagnostic facility of Employees' State
Insurance Corporation (ESIC) Medical College and Hospital.

10) Which state's SRLM initiated Didi Helpline?
A.Uttar Pradesh
B.Jharkhand
C.Odisha
D.Bihar

Answer B
Explanation The Didi helpline is a telephonic helpline initiated by Jharkhand SRLM. It is
available 24X7 hours to help migrant labourers by providing them verified information. It enables
them to provide their data to state authorities to help evacuate them from different states, back to
Jharkhand.

11) Translational Health Science and Technology Institute (THSTI) functions
under ________.
A.Ministry of Human Resource Development
B.Ministry of Science & Technology
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C.Ministry of Education & Research
D.Ministry of Labour and Employment

Answer D
Explanation THSTI is funded by the Department of Biotechnology in the Union Ministry of
Science & Technology. ESIC Medical College and Hospital, Faridabad is a premier medical
institution under the Union Ministry of Labour and Employment.

12) Which Ministry launched the "Young India Combating COVID with
Knowledge, Technology and Innovation" (YUKTI) web-portal?
A.Ministry of Science & Technology
B.Ministry of Home Affairs
C.Ministry of Human Resource Development
D.Ministry of AYUSH

Answer C
Explanation Centre launched a web-portal "Young India Combating COVID with Knowledge,
Technology and Innovation" (YUKTI) in New Delhi. The web-portal was launched by the Union
Minister for Human Resource Development Shri Ramesh Pokhriyal "Nishank."

13) BRO opened the _______ which connects Ladakh with the rest of the
world, after 4 months. It was closed in December 2019.
A.Srinagar-Leh highway
B.Jammu-Srinagar National Highway
C.Leh-Manali Highway
D.Jammu-Manali Highway

Answer A
Explanation Border Roads Organisation (BRO) opened the strategic Srinagar-Leh highway on
11 April. The highway connects Ladakh with the rest of the world. Earlier, few oil tankers and
other essential commodities were allowed to move towards Leh/Ladakh from Zojila pass.

14) When is Odia New Year is celebrated?
A.11 April
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B.12 April
C.13 April
D.14 April

Answer C
Explanation Maha Bishuba Pana Sankranti is celebrated as the Odia New Year on 13 April. Pana
Sankranti begins on 13 April every year. The day is named after "Pana", a drink offering. The day
is celebrated with great joy, social, cultural and religious performances.

15) Where is Zojila located?
A.Ladakh
B.Jammu
C.Himachal Pradesh
D.Uttarakhand

Answer A
Explanation Zojila is a high mountain pass in the Himalayas in the Indian union territory of
Ladakh. Located in the Drass, the pass connects the Kashmir Valley to its west with the Drass
and Suru valleys to its northeast and the Indus valley further east.

16) Which state celebrates Pana Sankranti?
A.Madhya Pradesh
B.Uttar Pradesh
C.Odisha
D.Bihar

Answer C
Explanation Maha Bishuba Pana Sankranti is celebrated as the Odia New Year on 13 April. Pana
Sankranti begins on 13 April every year. The day is named after "Pana", a drink offering. The day
is celebrated with great joy, social, cultural and religious performances in Odisha.

17) When was the Border Road Organisation (BRO) established?
A.1946
B.1953
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C.1960
D.1967

Answer C
Explanation Border Road Organisation (BRO) was established on 7 May 1960. BRO is
responsible to develop and maintain road networks in India's border areas and friendly
neighboring countries. It functions under the Ministry of Defence.

18) Bihu is the festival celebrated in _______.
A.Arunachal Pradesh
B.Assam
C.Manipur
D.Mizoram

Answer B
Explanation Bihu is a set of three important Assamese festivals in the Indian state of
AssamRongali or Bohag Bihu observed in April, Kongali or Kati Bihu observed in October, and
Bhogali or Magh Bihu observed in January. The Rongali Bihu is the most important of the three,
celebrating the spring festival.

19) Border Road Organisation (BRO) functions under ________.
A.Ministry of Home Affairs
B.Ministry of Commerce and Trade
C.Ministry of Defence
D.Ministry of Road Transport and Highways

Answer C
Explanation Border Road Organisation (BRO) was established on 7 May 1960. BRO is
responsible to develop and maintain road networks in India's border areas and friendly
neighboring countries. It functions under the Ministry of Defence.

20) When was Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Yojana (PMGKY) launched?
A.2014
B.2015
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C.2016
D.2017

Answer C
Explanation Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Yojana, 2016 is an amnesty scheme launched by the
Narendra Modi led Government of India in December 2016 on the lines of the Income declaration
scheme, 2016 launched earlier in the year.

21) Who is the Director-General of the Border Road Organisation (BRO)?
A.Lt. Gen. Harpal Singh
B.Lt. Gen. Anil Chauhan
C.Lt. Gen. Iqroop Singh Ghuman
D.Lt. Gen. Alok Singh Kler

Answer A
Explanation Lt Gen Harpal Singh an alumnus of National Defence Academy, Khadakwasla is
serving as the Director-General of Border Road Organisation (BRO).

22) When was the Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana (PMUY) launched?
A.2016
B.2017
C.2018
D.2019

Answer A
Explanation Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana was launched by Prime Minister of India Narendra
Modi on 1 May 2016 to distribute 50 million LPG connections to women of BPL families. A
budgetary allocation of 800 billion was made for the scheme.

23) Where is the headquarters of Border Road Organisation (BRO) located?
A.Jammu
B.Dehradun
C.New Delhi
D.Siachen
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Answer C
Explanation Border Road Organisation (BRO) was established on 7 May 1960. It is
headquartered in New Delhi. BRO is responsible to develop and maintain road networks in
India's border areas and friendly neighboring countries. It functions under the Ministry of
Defence.

24) When was Khadi and Village Industries Commission (KVIC) established?
A.1957
B.1960
C.1963
D.1983

Answer A
Explanation KVIC is a statutory body established in April 1957 under KVIC Act, 1956. It is a
statutory organization under the aegis of the Ministry of MSME, engaged in promoting and
developing Khadi and village industries for providing employment opportunities in the rural
areas, thereby strengthening the rural economy.

25) Who is re-appointed as MD and CEO of Karnataka Bank?
A.Mahabaleshwara MS
B.Rajiv Kumar
C.Franklin Edward
D.Vishaswanath Patel

Answer A
Explanation Karnataka Bank's board has re-appointed Mahabaleshwara MS as its MD & CEO
Mahabaleshwara MS for a further period of three years. The Private lender has also appointed P.
Jayarama Bhat as a non-executive chairman till 13 November 2021. The appointments were
approved by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI).

26) ________ launched CollabCAD in ATL schools.
A.Atal Innovation Mission (AIM)
B.NITI Aayog
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C.National Informatics Centre (NIC)
D.All the above

Answer D
Explanation Atal Innovation Mission (AIM), policy think tank NITI Aayog and National
Informatics Centre (NIC) jointly launched CollabCAD, a collaborative network, on 13 April. The
computer-enabled software system provided a total engineering solution from 2D drafting &
detailing to 3D product design.

27) When was the Karnataka Bank established?
A.1924
B.1938
C.1945
D.1956

Answer A
Explanation Karnataka Bank was established on 18 February 1924. Karnataka Bank Limited is a
Class 'A' Scheduled Commercial Bank. It stands as the 12th largest private sector bank. It has
adopted Core banking, Internet banking across the country.

28) When is the World Chagas Disease Day observed?
A.1 April
B.14 April
C.15 April
D.25 April

Answer B
Explanation World Chagas Disease Day is observed on 14 April every year. The day aims to
raise the visibility and public awareness of people with Chagas Disease and the resources needed
for the prevention, control or elimination of the disease.

29) Who is the MD & CEO of Union Bank of India?
A.Vishnu Kumar
B.Rajkiran Rai G
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C.Romesh Sobti
D.Parthasarathi Mukherjee

Answer B
Explanation Rajkiran Rai G. joined Union Bank of India as Managing Director & CEO on 1 July
2017. Born on 19th May 1962, Shri Rajkiran Rai G. is an agricultural science graduate and also a
certified member of the Indian Institute of Bankers.

30) When was the first case of Chagas disease was confirmed in a Brazilian
girl named Berenice Soares de Moura by Dr. Carlos Ribeiro Justiniano
Chagas?
A.1909
B.1921
C.1913
D.1925

Answer A
Explanation The first case of Chagas disease was confirmed in a Brazilian girl named Berenice
Soares de Moura by Dr. Carlos Ribeiro Justiniano Chagas on 14 April 1909. The Chagas
community commemorated 14 April as an unofficial day dedicated to people affected by the
disease.

31) When is Ambedkar Jayanti celebrated?
A.12 April
B.13 April
C.14 April
D.15 April

Answer C
Explanation The birth anniversary of Dr.B R Ambedkar is celebrated on 14 April. The day is
celebrated to honour his countless contributions in the making of independent India.

32) Chagas disease is caused by the transmission of the parasite _______.
A.Triatoma infestans
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B.Kinetoplastida
C.Trichomoniasis
D.Trypanosoma cruzi

Answer D
Explanation Chagas disease, also known as American trypanosomiasis. The disease is common
in places where the triatomine bug transmits the parasite Trypanosoma cruzi. These places
include South America, Central America, and Mexico.

33) Who is the Father of the Indian Constitution?
A.B R Ambedkar
B.Mahatma Gandhi
C.Jawaharlal Nehru
D.Motilal Nehru

Answer A
Explanation Bhimrao Ramji Ambedkar was born on 14 April 1891 in Mhow, Madhya Pradesh.
He is the Father of the Indian Constitution. He led a crusade for the upliftment and empowerment
of Dalits in India.

34) When was the 72nd World Health Assembly in Geneva, Switzerland held?
A.1998
B.2004
C.2010
D.2019

Answer D
Explanation The 72nd Session of the World Health Organization's (WHO) World Health
Assembly (WHA) will take place in Geneva, Switzerland from 20 28 May 2019.

35) Dr.BR Ambedkar was conferred ______ posthumously in 1990.
A.Bharat Ratna
B.Padma Vibhushan
C.Padma Bhushan
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D.Nobel Peace Prize

Answer A
Explanation Dr.BR Ambedkar was conferred Bharat Ratna, India's highest civilian honor,
posthumously in 1990.

36) Where was the 72nd World Health Assembly held?
A.Geneva
B.Davos
C.Paris
D.Stockholm

Answer A
Explanation The 72nd Session of the World Health Organization's (WHO) World Health
Assembly (WHA) will take place in Geneva, Switzerland from 20 28 May 2019.

37) _______ serves as a hub to bring together a collection of resources in
response to the COVID-19 outbreak.
A.CovidGyan
B.Aarogya setu
C.Mass Movement
D.PRAGYAM

Answer A
Explanation CovidGyan serves as a hub to bring together a collection of resources in response to
the COVID-19 outbreak. These resources are generated by research institutions in India and
several associated programs. The content presented on the website provides a scientific
understanding of the disease and its transmission.

38) Who discovered the first case of Chagas disease?
A.Dr. Salvador Mazza
B.Dr. Adolfo Lutz
C.Dr. Carlos Ribeiro Justiniano
D.Dr. Oswaldo Cruz
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Answer C
Explanation The first case of Chagas disease was confirmed in a Brazilian girl named Berenice
Soares de Moura by Dr. Carlos Ribeiro Justiniano Chagas on 14 April 1909.

39) Who launched the CovidGyan website?
A.Tata Institute of Fundamental Research (TIFR)
B.Indian Institute of Science (IISc)
C.Tata Memorial Centre (TMC)
D.All the Above

Answer D
Explanation CovidGyan, a Science-based website, was launched. The website aims to bring the
scientific and factual aspects of the COVID-19 pandemic outbreak onto the public domain, multiinstitutional, multi-lingual science communication. The website was launched by the Tata
Institute of Fundamental Research (TIFR), Indian Institute of Science (IISc), and Tata Memorial
Centre (TMC).

40) Where has the First remote health monitoring system been set up?
A.Maharashtra
B.Uttar Pradesh
C.Uttarakhand
D.Andhra Pradesh

Answer C
Explanation The first remote health monitoring system has been set up in India by All India
Institute of Medical Sciences (AIIMS) in Rishikesh along with Bharat Heavy Electronics Limited
(BHEL), a Government of India Navratna company in the defense sector.

41) Ministry of Labour and Employment has set up _______ control rooms
under the Office of Chief Labour Commissioner (CLC) (C) across India.
A.10
B.20
C.30
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D.40

Answer B
Explanation Ministry of Labour and Employment has set up 20 control rooms under the Office
of Chief Labour Commissioner (CLC) (C) across India. The aim of the control room is to sort out
the issues that are arising in the backdrop of COVID-19. The control rooms will address wagerelated grievances of workers employed in the Central Sphere.

42) Where is Rishikesh located?
A.Madhya Pradesh
B.Bihar
C.Maharashtra
D.Uttarakhand

Answer D
Explanation Rishikesh is a city in Indias northern state of Uttarakhand, in the Himalayan
foothills beside the Ganges River. The river is considered holy, and the city is renowned as a
center for studying yoga and meditation.

43) The Government of India aims to inject ________ into villages to boost the
rural economy.
A.Rs.1 lakh crore
B.Rs.2 lakh crore
C.Rs.3 lakh crore
D.Rs.5 lakh crore

Answer A
Explanation The Government of India aims to inject Rs.1 lakh crore into villages. The move is
to boost the rural economy. GoI has also announced a massive grain purchase by official agencies
and direct cash transfers. It will also support the farmers if the lockdown further delayed the
harvest.

44) Who launched the first remote health monitoring system of India?
A.AIIMS
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B.BHEL
C.ICMR
D.A&B

Answer D
Explanation The first remote health monitoring system has been set up in India by All India
Institute of Medical Sciences (AIIMS) in Rishikesh along with Bharat Heavy Electronics Limited
(BHEL), a Government of India Navratna company in the defense sector. The system is expected
to be used in Uttarakhand state to monitor COVID-19 patients.

45) Centre is to pass an ordinance which will allow the state governments the
flexibility to increase the work hours of employees across establishments to
_______ hours per day from eight hours.
A.9
B.10
C.11
D.12

Answer D
Explanation Centre is to pass an ordinance which will allow the state governments the flexibility
to increase the work hours of employees across establishments to 12 hours per day from eight
hours.

46) When is Tamil Puthandu celebrated?
A.12 April
B.14 April
C.16 April
D.20 April

Answer B
Explanation Puthandu is the Tamil New Year. It is celebrated on 14 April.

47) World Bank said that India's economy is expected to grow to ______ in the
2020-21 fiscal year which started on 1 April 2020.
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A.1.2%
B.2.8%
C.3.4%
D.4%

Answer B
Explanation The World Bank in its "South Asia Economic Focus report" said that India's
economy is expected to grow 1.5% to 2.8% in the 2020-21 fiscal year which started on 1 April
2020.

48) Which of the following is the National Agriculture Market portal?
A.GeM
B.e-NAM
C.PM-KISAN
D.Kisan-serve

Answer B
Explanation e-NAM is the National Agriculture Market portal. It functions under the Ministry of
Agriculture & Farmers Welfare, GoI. The Union Minister responsible is Narendra Singh Tomar.
The platform facilitates the smooth marketing of their produce.

49) Who developed COVID-19 Sample Collection Kiosk (COVSACK) to
combat COVID-19?
A.DRDO
B.OFB
C.NCL
D.ICMR

Answer A
Explanation Defence Research & Development Laboratory (DRDL), Hyderabad of Defence
Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) has developed COVID-19 Sample Collection
Kiosk (COVSACK) to combat COVID-19.

50) e-NAM functions under ________.
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A.Ministry of Agriculture & Farmers Welfare
B.Ministry of Science & Technology
C.Ministry of Health & Family Welfare
D.Ministry of Home Affairs

Answer A
Explanation e-NAM was launched on 14 April 2016. eNAM is an online trading portal for
agricultural products in India. It functions under the Ministry of Agriculture & Farmers Welfare,
GoI. The Union Minister responsible is Narendra Singh Tomar. The platform facilitates the
smooth marketing of their produce.

51) Who launched 'Saptapadi' to deal with the impact of COVID-19
pandemic?
A.President Kovind
B.Vice President Venkiah Naidu
C.PM Modi
D.Minister Amit Shah

Answer C
Explanation PM Modi directed the Indians to follow 'Saptapadi', 7 Mantras or key guidelines to
deal with the impact of COVID-19 pandemic. He urges the citizen to follow the seven guidelines
to contain the spread of the contagious virus in a more inclusive way.

52) Who assumed charge as the Executive Director (ED) of Union Bank of
India (UBI)?
A.Birupaksha Mishra
B.Rajkiran Rai
C.Dinesh Karthick
D.Nagaraj SK

Answer A
Explanation Shri Birupaksha Mishra took charge as the Executive Director (ED) of Union Bank
of India (UBI), after its amalgamation with Corporation Bank and Andhra Bank. Prior to this, he
was the ED at Corporation Bank.
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53) The Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) announced that the
antiviral drug _______ can be used against COVID-19.
A.atazanavir
B.remdesivir
C.fosamprenavir
D.darunavir

Answer B
Explanation The Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) announced that the antiviral drug
Remdesivir can be used against COVID-19.

54) Corporation Bank and Andhra Bank was amalgamated with the Union
Bank of India (UBI) with effect from ________.
A.25 March 2020
B.1 April 2020
C.10 April 2020
D.14 April 2020

Answer B
Explanation Corporation Bank and Andhra Bank have recently amalgamated with the Union
Bank of India (UBI) with effect from 1 April 2020.

55) Which of the following drug is to treat Ebola?
A.atazanavir
B.darunavir
C.fosamprenavir
D.remdesivir

Answer D
Explanation Remdesivir drug is used during the Ebola outbreak. The drug can be used as it is
highly effective in stopping the replication mechanism of SARS-CoV-2 that causes COVID-19.
The drug may be highly effective in stopping the replication mechanism of SARS-CoV-2 that
causes COVID-19.
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56) When was Union Bank of India (UBI) established?
A.1919
B.1925
C.1932
D.1937

Answer A
Explanation Union Bank of India (UBI) was established on 11 November 1919.

57) What is the cost of COVSACK developed by DRDO to combat
COVID-19?
A.Rs.1 lakh
B.Rs.1.5 lakh
C.Rs.2 lakh
D.Rs.2.5 lakh

Answer A
Explanation The COVSACK costs nearly Rs.1 lakh and the identified industry based at
Belgaum, Karnataka can support 10 units per day.

58) ________ has initiated the 'SWAYAM' MOOC platform of MHRD for
various subjects from class 9th to 12th.
A.AICTE
B.UGC
C.NIOS
D.NCERT

Answer C
Explanation The Ministry of Human Resource Development (MHRD) has taken several
initiatives to ensure that the education of learners should not get affected due to the nationwide
lockdown because of COVID-19. NIOS has initiated the 'SWAYAM' MOOC platform of MHRD
for various subjects from class 9th to 12th.
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59) ______ has purchased over 1.21 lakh tonnes of pulses and oilseeds costing
around Rs.595.52 crore that has benefitted around 90,000 farmers.
A.APEDA
B.FICCI
C.Nafed
D.FCI

Answer C
Explanation The Government has started procurement of pulses and oilseeds from states during
the nationwide lockdown. National Agricultural Cooperative Marketing Federation of India Ltd
(Nafed), the central procurement agency, has purchased over 1.21 lakh tonnes of pulses and
oilseeds costing around Rs.595.52 crore. It has benefitted around 90,000 farmers.

60) National Institute of Open Schooling (NIOS) functions under _________.
A.Ministry of Human Resource Development
B.Ministry of Higher Secondary Education
C.Ministry of Science & Technology
D.Ministry of Home Affairs

Answer A
Explanation The National Institute of Open Schooling (NIOS) formerly known as National Open
School (NOS) was established in November 1989 as an autonomous organization in pursuance of
National Policy on Education 1986 by the Ministry of Human Resource Development (MHRD),
Government of India.

61) When was the National Agricultural Cooperative Marketing Federation of
India Ltd (Nafed) established?
A.1950
B.1958
C.1963
D.1970

Answer B
Explanation National Agricultural Cooperative Marketing Federation of India Ltd (Nafed) was
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established on 2 October 1958. Nafed functions under the Ministry of Agriculture, Government
of India. It aims to promote the trade of agricultural produce and forest resources across the
country.

62) When was the National Institute of Open Schooling (NIOS) established?
A.1989
B.1993
C.1996
D.2000

Answer A
Explanation The National Institute of Open Schooling (NIOS) formerly known as National Open
School (NOS) was established in November 1989 as an autonomous organization in pursuance of
National Policy on Education 1986 by the Ministry of Human Resource Development (MHRD),
Government of India.

63) Nafed functions under ________.
A.Ministry of Agriculture
B.Ministry of Human Resource Development
C.Ministry of Science and Technology
D.Ministry of Labour and Employment

Answer A
Explanation National Agricultural Cooperative Marketing Federation of India Ltd (Nafed) was
established on 2 October 1958. Nafed functions under the Ministry of Agriculture, Government
of India. It aims to promote the trade of agricultural produce and forest resources across the
country.

64) ________ became the first state to start Pool Testing of coronavirus in
India.
A.Madhya Pradesh
B.Uttarakhand
C.Uttar Pradesh
D.Tamil Nadu
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Answer C
Explanation Uttar Pradesh became the first state to start the Pool Testing of the coronavirus
samples as the number of COVID-19 positive patients reached 558. The Indian Council of
Medical Research (ICMR) gave permission for pool testing to the state in order to help maximize
the testing of samples on a daily basis. Pool testing is expected to boost the daily testing capacity
of the state health department.

65) _______ identified presence of a different kind of coronavirus bat
coronavirus (BtCoV) in Indian bat species.
A.WHO
B.ICMR
C.AIIMS
D.CSIR

Answer B
Explanation Researchers of the Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) found the presence
of a different kind of coronavirus bat coronavirus (BtCoV) in two bat species from Kerala,
Himachal Pradesh, Puducherry, and Tamil Nadu. It claimed that there is no evidence or research
to claim that these bat coronaviruses can cause disease in humans.

66) When was Uttar Pradesh state formed?
A.1950
B.1957
C.1963
D.1972

Answer A
Explanation Uttar Pradesh state was formed on 24 January 1950.

67) Bat coronavirus (BtCoV) was found in ______ bat species.
A.Rousettus
B.Pteropus
C.Corynorhinus
D.A&B
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Answer D
Explanation Researchers of the Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) found the presence
of a different kind of coronavirus bat coronavirus (BtCoV) in two bat species, namely Rousettus
and Pteropus species, from Kerala, Himachal Pradesh, Puducherry, and Tamil Nadu. It claimed
that there is no evidence or research to claim that these bat coronaviruses can cause disease in
humans.

68) Who is the Governor of Uttar Pradesh?
A.Anandiben Patel
B.Ram Naik
C.Lalji Tandon
D.Vijay Rupani

Answer A
Explanation Anandiben Patel is an Indian politician and the current Governor of Uttar Pradesh
and former Chief Minister of Gujarat, a western state of India. She was the first female chief
minister of the state. She was a member of the Bharatiya Janata Party since 1987. She was the
Cabinet Minister for Education from 2002 to 2007.

69) _____ is the natural reservoir for many viruses.
A.Pangolin
B.Civet Pet
C.Bat
D.Dog

Answer C
Explanation Bats are recognized as important reservoirs of different families of viruses, most of
which are emerging as human pathogens.

70) Which state does not border with Uttar Pradesh?
A.Rajasthan
B.Haryana
C.Himachal Pradesh
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D.Odisha

Answer D
Explanation Odisha does not border with Uttar Pradesh. UP is bordered by Rajasthan to the
west, Haryana, Himachal Pradesh, and Delhi to the northwest, Uttarakhand and Nepal to the
north, Bihar to the east, Madhya Pradesh to the south, it also touches Jharkhand and Chhattisgarh
to the southeast.

71) GoI is to exempt ______ for the imported personal protection equipment
(PPE), ventilators, sanitizers, masks, and other medical equipment.
A.CGST
B.SCST
C.IGST
D.None of the above

Answer C
Explanation Government of India has decided to exempt Integrated Goods and Services Tax
(IGST) for the imported personal protection equipment (PPE), ventilators, sanitizers, masks, and
other medical equipment.

72) Which smart city has installed a helium balloon attached with two cameras
for surveillance on lockdown violators?
A.Hyderabad
B.Chennai
C.Vadodara
D.Pune

Answer C
Explanation The Vadodara district administration has installed a helium balloon attached with
two cameras for surveillance on lockdown violators. The balloon has a public address system
attached to it. The administration has divided the city into four zones, red, orange, yellow and
green as part of a strategy to deal with the coronavirus pandemic.

73) _________ developed affordable antimicrobial spray-based coating for
Personal Protective Equipment (PPE).
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A.Module Innovations
B.Genrich Pvt. Ltd.
C.CSIR-CECRI
D.IIT-Guwahati

Answer D
Explanation Researchers from IIT-Guwahati have developed an affordable antimicrobial spraybased coating for Personal Protective Equipment (PPE). The antimicrobial spray-based coating
for PPE kits can kill and prevent the spread of microbes once they come in contact with the
coated PPE surface.

74) _______ has installed a comprehensive 'Fight COVID station' with
facilities of thermal screening by taking temperature, pedestal operated handwash and soap dispenser, mist spray of sodium hypochlorite solution and hand
dryer facility.
A.Chennai
B.Bengaluru
C.Chandigarh
D.Bhopal

Answer C
Explanation Chandigarh has installed a comprehensive 'Fight COVID station' with facilities of
thermal screening by taking temperature, pedestal operated hand-wash and soap dispenser, mist
spray of sodium hypochlorite solution and hand dryer facility.

75) When was the Ministry of Home Affairs formed?
A.1940
B.1947
C.1956
D.1960

Answer B
Explanation Ministry of Home Affairs was formed on 15 August 1947. MHA is responsible for
the maintenance of internal security and domestic policy in India.

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(April 13 - April 19, 2020)

76) Fit India launched Fit India Active Day program for school students in
association with _______.
A.ACITE
B.UGC
C.CBSE
D.NCERT

Answer C
Explanation Fit India, the Government of Indias flagship fitness movement, has launched the Fit
India Active Day program. The new series of fitness sessions will be organized in partnership
with the Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE) for school children from across the
country.

77) Which is the state flower of Uttar Pradesh?
A.Tulip
B.Sacred Tree
C.Lotus
D.Mahua

Answer B
Explanation Sacred Tree is the state flower of Uttar Pradesh. The flower of Butea monosperma
(Butea frondosa) is the state flower of Uttar Pradesh. Butea monosperma is commonly known as
bastard teak is a deciduous tree species native to the Indian sub-continent. It belongs to the
Fabaceae family of the flowering plants.

78) ________ launched "DekhoApnaDesh" webinar series during the
lockdown due to COVID-19.
A.Ministry of Agriculture
B.Ministry of Commerce and Trade
C.Ministry of Tourism
D.Ministry of Home Affairs

Answer C
Explanation The Ministry of Tourism has launched its "DekhoApnaDesh" webinar series to
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provide information on the many destinations and details and expanse of the culture and heritage
of our Incredible India. The move comes as tourism is hugely impacted with no movement
happening either domestically or from across the border due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

79) The US is to sell Harpoon air-launched anti-ship missiles and Mark 54
lightweight torpedoes worth ________ to India.
A.$120 million
B.$135 million
C.$155 million
D.$180 million

Answer C
Explanation The US reaffirmed its determination to sell Harpoon air-launched anti-ship missiles
and Mark 54 lightweight torpedoes worth $155 million to India. The aim is to enhance India's
deterrent capabilities against regional threats and to strengthen its homeland.

80) The Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology (MeitY) has
requested _______ to allow more digital kiosks to function in rural areas
during the nationwide lockdown.
A.Ministry of Science & Technology
B.Ministry of Research & Development
C.Ministry of Human Resource & Development
D.Ministry of Home Affairs

Answer D
Explanation The Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology (MeitY) has requested the
Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) to allow more digital kiosks to function in rural areas during
the nationwide lockdown. Digital kiosks are commonly known as the Common Service Centres
(CSCs) across the country.

81) ________ developed affordable 3D printed Ear Guard to combat
COVID-19.
A.IIT-Guwahati
B.CSRI
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C.DRDO
D.NCL

Answer A
Explanation IIT-Guwahati developed affordable 3D printed Ear Guard to combat COVID-19.
The researchers have also developed a 3D printed Ear Guard for the health workers who combat
COVID-19.

82) When did the US recognize India as its "Major Defence Partner"?
A.2014
B.2013
C.2016
D.2018

Answer C
Explanation In 2016, the US recognized India as its "Major Defence Partner". This designation
allows India to buy more advanced and sensitive technologies from the United States.

83) Which country is to host the 2020 Asian Boxing Championship?
A.Bangladesh
B.India
C.China
D.Sri Lanka

Answer B
Explanation Boxing Federation of India (BFI) has announced that India will be hosting the 2020
Asian Boxing Championship. The championship is expected to be held during NovemberDecember. The host city is yet to be announced later.

84) When was the first Asian Boxing Championships held?
A.1963
B.1972
C.1978
D.1985
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Answer A
Explanation Asian Boxing Championships is the highest level of the competition held for the
boxing amateurs in Asia. The first tournament was held in 1963, hosted by Bangkok, Thailand.

85) _________ launched the All India Agri Transport Call Centre at a function
in New Delhi on 15 April.
A.Ministry of Home Affairs
B.Ministry of Agriculture & Farmers Welfare
C.Ministry of Human Resource & Development
D.Ministry of Science & Technology

Answer B
Explanation Ministry of Agriculture & Farmers Welfare launched the All India Agri Transport
Call Centre at a function in New Delhi on 15 April. The center was launched by Union Minister
of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare Narendra Singh Tomar.

86) When did India host Asian Boxing Championships previously?
A.1980
B.1991
C.2003
D.A&C

Answer D
Explanation Asian Boxing Championships were held as two individual events for men and
women before 2019. Previously, India organized the men's event in 1980 with Mumbai playing
the host. The women's event was hosted by India in 2003 with Hisar, Haryana hosting the event.

87) Where was the 30th edition Asian Boxing Championships held in 2019?
A.Thailand
B.India
C.China
D.Sri Lanka
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Answer A
Explanation The Combined editions (30th edition) was held in 2019 in Bangkok, Thailand.

88) Who participated in the 2nd G20 Finance Ministers and Central Bank
Governors (FMCBG) meeting?
A.Nirmala Sitharaman
B.V. Muraleedharan
C.Subrahmanyam Jaishankar
D.Shaktikanta Das

Answer A
Explanation Union Minister for Finance & Corporate Affairs Nirmala Sitharaman participated in
the virtual session of the 2nd G20 Finance Ministers and Central Bank Governors (FMCBG)
meeting on 15 April. The meeting was held under the Saudi Arabian Presidency. The Ministers
discussed the global economic outlook amid the evolving COVID-19 pandemic crisis.

89) Central Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT) has already issued over 10.2 lakh
refunds totalling to around _______ as of 14 April 2020.
A.Rs.2,230 crore
B.Rs.3,675 crore
C.Rs.4,250 crore
D.Rs.5,421 crore

Answer C
Explanation Central Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT) stated that it has already issued over 10.2
lakh refunds totalling to around Rs.4,250 crore as of 14 April 2020.

90) Where is the headquarters of the International Monetary Fund (IMF)
located?
A.US
B.Spain
C.UK
D.Sweden
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Answer A
Explanation The headquarters of the International Monetary Fund (IMF) is located in
Washington, D.C., US.

91) When was the Central Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT) established?
A.1938
B.1944
C.1950
D.1957

Answer B
Explanation The Central Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT) was established in 1944. CBDT was set
up under the Central Board of Revenue Act, 1963. It functions as a Division of the Ministry
dealing with matters relating to levy and collection of direct taxes.

92) As per IMF forecast, a ______ expansion in Asian economic growth in
2021 on the assumption that containment policies succeed.
A.4.2%
B.5.1%
C.7.6%
D.8.3%

Answer C
Explanation IMF forecasted a 7.6% expansion in Asian economic growth in 2021 on the
assumption that containment policies succeed. It also said that the outlook is highly uncertain.

93) Central Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT) was set up under Central Board of
Revenue Act ________.
A.1956
B.1963
C.1968
D.1972

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(April 13 - April 19, 2020)

Answer B
Explanation Central Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT) was set up under the Central Board of
Revenue Act, 1963. It functions as a Division of the Ministry dealing with matters relating to levy
and collection of direct taxes.

94) How many member countries are there in the International Monetary
Fund (IMF)?
A.145
B.165
C.172
D.189

Answer D
Explanation There are 189 member countries under the International Monetary Fund (IMF).

95) Who is the Chairman of the Central Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT)?
A.Pramod Chandra Mody
B.Dr. John Joseph
C.Rajiv Gauba
D.P.Ponniah Kumar

Answer A
Explanation Pramod Chandra Mody, IRS is the Chairperson of the Central Board of Direct
Taxes (CBDT). He is the senior-most IRS civil servant in the Government of India. The
Chairperson of CBDT is the ex officio Special Secretary to the Government of India and also
cadre controlling authority of the Indian Revenue Service.

96) _______ announced a training program on COVID-19 from 17 April 2020
for healthcare professionals from the South Asian Association for Regional
Cooperation (SAARC) countries.
A.Ministry of Human Resources & Development
B.Ministry of Home Affairs
C.Ministry of Science & Technology
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D.Ministry of External Affairs

Answer D
Explanation The Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) has announced a training program on
COVID-19 from 17 April 2020 for healthcare professionals from the South Asian Association for
Regional Cooperation (SAARC) countries.

97) _______ has announced Spitting in public act a punishable offence under
the strict Disaster Management Act.
A.India
B.Nepal
C.Sri Lanka
D.Bangladesh

Answer A
Explanation The Government of India has announced Spitting in public act a punishable offence
under the strict Disaster Management Act in its revised guidelines for lockdown issued to contain
COVID-19. The announcement was made by the Union Ministry of Home Affairs in its revised
guidelines.

98) When was Indian Technical and Economic Cooperation (ITEC) program
launched?
A.1964
B.1971
C.1979
D.1985

Answer A
Explanation The ITEC Programme was established as per the decision of the Union Cabinet of
India on 15 September 1964. The ITEC program was aimed to establish relations of mutual
concern and inter-dependence based on commonly held ideals and aspirations and on solid
economic foundations. The program is fully funded by GoI.

99) As per the Ministry of Health, if any district reports more than _________
COVID-19 positive cases, it would be classified as a hotspot district or red
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zone.
A.2
B.6
C.10
D.13

Answer B
Explanation The Ministry of Health stated that reporting a single case of an area makes the area
a hotspot. If any district reports more than 6 COVID-19 positive cases, it would be classified as a
hotspot district or red zone. If there are COVID-19 positive cases, it will be classified as green
zones.

100) Which mobile application become the world's fastest app to reach 50
million downloads in just 13 days?
A.PRAGYAM
B.Aarogya Setu
C.Covidgyan
D.SarCov

Answer B
Explanation The Central Government's mobile app, Aarogya Setu, has become the world's
fastest app to reach 50 million downloads in just 13 days. The information was passed by the
NITI Aayog CEO Amitabh Kant on 15 April. The app was developed for tracking COVID-19
patients. The Aarogya Setu app alerts people if any known person or person in their vicinity has
tested positive.

101) Ministry of Home Affairs has made spitting punishable with a fine under
Section ______ of the Disaster Management Act.
A.48 (a)
B.23 (c)
C.51 (b)
D.65 (a)

Answer C
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Explanation Ministry of Home Affairs has made spitting punishable with a fine under Section 51
(b) of the Disaster Management Act. The directives shall be implemented by district magistrates
through fines and penal action given under the Disaster Management Act, 2005. Anyone refusing
to comply with the order of government orders under the Disaster Management Act will result in
imprisonment up to one year or a fine, or both.

102) Which country launched multiple short-range anti-ship cruise missiles
into the sea amid the COVID-19 outbreak?
A.Russia
B.USA
C.North Korea
D.China

Answer C
Explanation On 14 April, North Korea launched multiple short-range anti-ship cruise missiles
into the sea. Also, Sukhoi jets fired air-to-surface missiles as part of its ongoing military
exercises. The information was passed by South Korea's military.

103) Which state govt. has distributed over 16 crore masks to citizens to help
check COVID-19 and the state is also carrying out a third round of the door-todoor survey?
A.Karnataka
B.Andhra Pradesh
C.Tamil Nadu
D.Kerala

Answer B
Explanation In Andhra Pradesh, the state govt. is distributing over 16 crore masks to citizens to
help check COVID-19 and the state is also carrying out a third round of the door-to-door survey.
Around 1.43 crore households out of the total 1.47 crore have been covered to identify COVID
cases.

104) What is the currency of North Korea?
A.Yuan
B.won
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C.dollar
D.pound

Answer B
Explanation The North Korean Won is the currency of Korea (North). The currency rankings
show that the most popular Korea (North) Won exchange rate is the USD to KPW rate. The
currency code for Won is KPW, and the currency symbol is .

105) _______ reported that the Asia-Pacific region stated that Asia's economic
growth in 2020 will grind to a halt for the first time in 60 years due to the
COVID-19 pandemic.
A.World Bank
B.IMF
C.WHO
D.RBI

Answer B
Explanation The International Monetary Fund (IMF) in its report on the Asia-Pacific region
stated that Asia's economic growth in 2020 will grind to a halt for the first time in 60 years due to
the COVID-19 pandemic.

106) When was the Kerala state formed?
A.1947
B.1956
C.1963
D.1968

Answer B
Explanation Kerala state was formed on 1 November 1956. It is located in the southwestern
Malabar Coast of India.

107) When was the International Monetary Fund (IMF) established?
A.1945
B.1952
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C.1960
D.1963

Answer A
Explanation International Monetary Fund (IMF) was established on 27 December 1945.

108) Who is the Governor of Kerala?
A.Irfan Habib
B.Pinarayi Vijayan
C.P. Sathasivam
D.Arif Mohammad Khan

Answer D
Explanation Arif Mohammad Khan is an Indian politician and currently the Governor of Kerala.
He has previously been a cabinet minister in the Union government. He has held several
portfolios ranging from energy to civil aviation.

109) Who is the Chief Economist of the International Monetary Fund (IMF)?
A.Gita Gopinath
B.Raghuram Rajan
C.Anshula Kant
D.Abhijit Banerjee

Answer A
Explanation Gita Gopinath is an Indian American economist who has been the Chief Economist
of the International Monetary Fund since 2019. In that role, she is the Director of the IMF's
Research Department and the Economic Counsellor of the Fund.

110) What is the state flower of Kerala?
A.Flame lily
B.Kanikonna
C.Shatavari
D.Crocus

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(April 13 - April 19, 2020)

Answer B
Explanation Kanikonna is the state flower of Kerala. The Golden Shower Tree or Indian
laburnum Cassia locally known as Kanikkonna in the family Fabaceae, native to southern Asia,
from southern Pakistan east through India to Myanmar and south to Sri Lanka. The flowers are of
ritual importance in the Vishu festival.

111) Who addressed the 2020 National Conference on Kharif crops?
A.Narendra Singh Tomar
B.Thawar Chand Gehlot
C.Narottam Mishra
D.Ram Vilas Paswan

Answer A
Explanation The Union Minister of Agriculture and Farmers' Welfare Narendra Singh Tomar
addressed the "National Conference on Kharif crops 2020" through a video conference. All States
were directed to achieve the Kharif target as doubling of farmers' income should be taken up in
mission mode.

112) IMF proposed to release its full ________ lending capacity to support
countries that battle the COVID-19 outbreak.
A.$1 trillion
B.$2 trillion
C.$3 trillion
D.$4 trillion

Answer A
Explanation The International Monetary Fund (IMF) proposed to release its full $1 trillion
lending capacity to support countries that battle the COVID-19 outbreak. The IMF described the
COVID-19 pandemic as a crisis like no other crisis ever. The announcement was made by the
IMF head Kristalina Georgieva.

113) DRDO shifted its COVID-19 testing facility from DRDE to _______.
A.CSIR
B.NCL
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C.ICMR
D.INMAS

Answer D
Explanation Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) shifted its testing
facility from Defence Research Development Establishment (DRDE), Gwalior to Institute of
Nuclear Medicine & Allied Sciences (INMAS), New Delhi. The move is to overcome the time
delays and to speed up delivery of Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) and masks.

114) ________ developed Pusa Decontamination and Sanitizing Tunnel.
A.DRDO
B.ICAR
C.APEDA
D.IIT-Roorkee

Answer B
Explanation Pusa Decontamination and Sanitizing Tunnel are developed by the Division of
Agricultural Engineering, Indian Agricultural Research Institute (ICAR), New Delhi. The tunnel
was inaugurated by the Union Minister of State for Agriculture and Farmers Welfare Kailash
Choudhary on 16 April in New Delhi.

115) When was the Institute of Nuclear Medicine & Allied Sciences (INMAS)
established?
A.1953
B.1961
C.1970
D.1975

Answer B
Explanation Institute of Nuclear Medicine & Allied Sciences (INMAS) was established in 1961.
INMAS is a premier Life Science Laboratory of DRDO. Currently, INMAS has been made fully
operational for testing and evaluation of bodysuits and masks. More than 50 batches of these
items have already been tested at the laboratory.

116) Who is named as the new Ambassador for the World Wide Fund (WWF)
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India's Environment Education program?
A.Sachin Tendulkar
B.Viswanathan Anand
C.Mahesh Bhupathi
D.Virat Kohli

Answer B
Explanation Chess Master Viswanathan Anand has been appointed as the new Ambassador for
World Wide Fund (WWF) India's Environment Education program.

117) Where is Institute of Nuclear Medicine & Allied Sciences (INMAS)
located?
A.Gwalior
B.Ahmedabad
C.New Delhi
D.Pune

Answer C
Explanation Institute of Nuclear Medicine & Allied Sciences (INMAS) is located in New Delhi,
India.

118) When was the Environment Education Program formed?
A.1963
B.1968
C.1976
D.1980

Answer C
Explanation The Environment Education Program was formed in 1976. It reaches out to school
children, youth and citizens across the country. The main objective of the organization is to
generate critical thinking, problem solving, and environmentally-conscious individuals. The
Environment Education program impacts over 5 million children across 2000 schools.

119) Institute of Nuclear Medicine & Allied Sciences (INMAS) is the
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laboratory of _______.
A.CSIR
B.JIPMER
C.ICMR
D.DRDO

Answer D
Explanation Institute of Nuclear Medicine & Allied Sciences (INMAS) is a premier Life Science
Laboratory of DRDO. Currently, INMAS has been made fully operational for testing and
evaluation of bodysuits and masks. More than 50 batches of these items have already been tested
at the laboratory.

120) When was the World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) established?
A.1961
B.1967
C.1973
D.1980

Answer A
Explanation World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) was established in 1961. It is headquartered in
Vaud, Switzerland. The NGO works in the field of wilderness preservation, and the reduction of
human impact on the environment.

121) When was Defence Research & Development Establishment (DRDE)
established?
A.1961
B.1967
C.1973
D.1978

Answer C
Explanation Defence Research & Development Establishment (DRDE) was established on 1973.
The prime objective of DRDE is to promote research and development of detection and
protection against toxic chemical and biological agents.
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122) Where is the World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) located?
A.Switzerland
B.Austria
C.UK
D.Canada

Answer A
Explanation World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) was established in 1961. It is headquartered in
Vaud, Switzerland. The NGO works in the field of wilderness preservation, and the reduction of
human impact on the environment.

123) Where is Defence Research & Development Establishment (DRDE)
located?
A.Ahmedabad
B.New Delhi
C.Mumbai
D.Gwalior

Answer D
Explanation Defence Research & Development Establishment (DRDE) is located in Gwalior,
Madhya Pradesh. The prime objective of DRDE is to promote research and development of
detection and protection against toxic chemical and biological agents.

124) Which of the following award/s was conferred to Viswanathan Anand?
A.Arjuna Award
B.Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna Award
C.Padma Shri & Padma Vibhushan
D.All the above

Answer D
Explanation In 1985, he has conferred the Arjuna Award for Outstanding Indian sportsperson in
Chess. In 1987, he was awarded the Padma Shri. He received the Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna
Award in the years 1991-92. In 2000 he was awarded the Padma Bhushan and he was awarded
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Padma Vibhushan in 2007.

125) When is the World Haemophilia Day observed?
A.2 April
B.13 April
C.17 April
D.21 April

Answer C
Explanation World Haemophilia Day is observed on 17 April. The day aims to increase
awareness of haemophilia, von Willebrand disease, and other inherited bleeding disorders. The
increased awareness will increase better diagnosis and access to care for the millions who remain
without treatment.

126) RBI released the ________ of quarterly OBICUS (Order books,
inventories, and capacity utilization survey) of the manufacturing sector.
A.47th round
B.48th round
C.49th round
D.50th round

Answer C
Explanation The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) released the 49th round of quarterly OBICUS
(Order books, inventories, and capacity utilization survey) of the manufacturing sector. The
survey includes the reference period January-March 2020.

127) What is the theme of the 2020 World Haemophilia Day?
A.Outreach and Identification
B.Sharing knowledge makes us stronger
C.Get+involved
D.Hear Their Choices

Answer C
Explanation The theme of 2020 World Haemophilia Day is "Get+involved". The theme aims to
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help increase the awareness of inherited bleeding disorders and the need to make access to
adequate care possible everywhere in the world.

128) Which state launched the Cghaat website to facilitate doorstep delivery of
fruits and vegetables during the extended lockdown phase?
A.Madhya Pradesh
B.Himachal Pradesh
C.Tamil Nadu
D.Chhattisgarh

Answer D
Explanation Chief Minister of Chhattisgarh Bhupesh Baghel inaugurated the online delivery
website 'Cghaat' on 16 April. Cghaat will facilitate doorstep delivery of fruits and vegetables
during the extended lockdown phase due to contain COVID-19 spread.

129) Who initiated the World Haemophilia Day?
A.World Health Organization
B.World Federation of Haemophilia
C.Internation Haemophilia Diagnostic Centre
D.Global Health Institute of Haemophilia

Answer B
Explanation World Haemophilia Day was initiated by the World Federation of Haemophilia.
The day has been observed since 1989 by worldwide patient groups. The date was chosen to
honour the birth anniversary of the World Federation of Haemophilia founder Frank Schnabel.

130) When was Chhattisgarh formed?
A.1993
B.2000
C.2006
D.2010

Answer B
Explanation Chhattisgarh was formed on 1 November 2000.
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131) Which disease is called "royal disease"?
A.Haemophilia
B.Deep Vein Thrombosis
C.Anemia
D.Myeloma

Answer A
Explanation Heamophilia is called a "royal disease". The haemophilia gene was transmitted
from Queen Victoria (who became Queen of England in 1837) to the ruling families of Russia,
Spain, and Germany. The gene for haemophilia in Queen Victoria was caused by spontaneous
mutation.Haemophilia research began around 1900.

132) Who is the Governor of Chhattisgarh?
A.Anusuiya Uikey
B.Ramesh Bais
C.Phagu Chauhan
D.Bhupesh Baghel

Answer A
Explanation Anusuiya Uikey is a politician from Bharatiya Janata Party and currently serving as
the governor of Chhattisgarh. She was appointed as Governor of Chhattisgarh on 16 July 2019.

133) Who discovered the cryoprecipitate process?
A.Dr. Judith Graham Pool
B.Dr. Gerbrand Bakker
C.Dr. Christiaan Barnard
D.Dr. Pierre Fauchard

Answer A
Explanation In the 1960s Dr. Judith Graham Pool discovered the cryoprecipitate process, which
is the best way of stopping hemophilia bleeds ever seen. Haemophilia A and factor XIII
deficiency, however, cryoprecipitate contains the relevant proteins and could be used as treatment
if absolutely necessary.
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134) Who is the Chief Minister of Chhattisgarh?
A.Bhupesh Baghel
B.E. S. L. Narasimhan
C.Acharya Devvrat
D.Anandiben Patel

Answer A
Explanation Bhupesh Baghel is an Indian politician serving as the third and current Chief
Minister of Chhattisgarh. He was president of the Chhattisgarh Pradesh Congress.

135) Who developed GeneLAMP-N makes confirmatory test results of
COVID-19 possible in 2 hours?
A.DRDO
B.CSIR-CECRI
C.NCL
D.SCTIMST

Answer D
Explanation Sree Chitra Tirunal Institute for Medical Sciences and Technology (SCTIMST),
Trivandrum, has developed a diagnostic test kit that can confirm COVID-19 in 2 hours at a low
cost. The method is expected to be the world's first few methods.

136) What is the state flower of Chhattisgarh?
A.Lady's Slipper
B.Red Jasmine
C.African Marigold
D.Orchid Tree

Answer A
Explanation Lady's Slipper is the state flower of Chhattisgarh. Cypripedioideae is a subfamily of
orchids commonly known as lady's slipper orchids, lady slipper orchids or slipper orchids.

137) CCMB is using the epithelial cell line from _______ grown in Petri dishes

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(April 13 - April 19, 2020)

to artificially culture and harvest the deadly virus.
A.Chimpanzee
B.Rhesus macaque
C.African green monkeys
D.Mandrill

Answer C
Explanation CCMB is using the epithelial cell line from African green monkeys grown in Petri
dishes to artificially culture and harvest the deadly virus.

138) RBI's 49th round of quarterly OBICUS (Order books, inventories, and
capacity utilization survey) of the manufacturing sector includes the reference
period _______.
A.November 2019-January 2020
B.December 2019-February 2020
C.January-March 2020
D.January-April 2020

Answer C
Explanation The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) released the 49th round of quarterly OBICUS
(Order books, inventories, and capacity utilization survey) of the manufacturing sector. The
survey includes the reference period January-March 2020.

139) _________ is developing plasmonic semiconductor nanomaterials for the
removal of toxic organic compounds from water by harvesting solar light.
A.IIT-Guwahati
B.IASST
C.IIT-Ahmedabad
D.S.N Bose National Centre For Basic Sciences

Answer B
Explanation Institute of Advanced Study in Science and Technology (IASST), Assam is to
develop plasmonic semiconductor nanomaterials for the removal of toxic organic compounds
from water by harvesting solar light. Plasmonic semiconductor nanomaterials are metal-like
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materials with free electrons on the surface that oscillate collectively when hit by light.

140) Which union minister conducted New Delhi hospitals to take of nonCOVID patients?
A.Shri Rajesh Sharma
B.Shri Suresh Prabhu
C.Shri Harsha Vardhan
D.Shri Rajnath Singh

Answer C
Explanation Shri Harsha Vardhan instructs New Delhi hospitals to take of non-COVID patients.

141) How many phase of plan was formulated by US President Donald
Trump?
A.Four
B.Three
C.Two
D.Six

Answer B
Explanation US President Donald Trump unveils three phase plan to ease lockdown

142) When CBDT was formed?
A.1945
B.1944
C.1946
D.1948

Answer B
Explanation Chairperson, Central Board of Direct Taxes is the senior-most IRS civil servant in
the Government of India. It was formed on the year 1944.

143) Which union minister launched Kisan Rath Mobile App?
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A.Shri Dinesh Gupta
B.Shri Suresh Prabhu
C.Shri Narendra Singh Tomar
D.Shri Vikram Sharma

Answer C
Explanation Union agriculture minister Narendra Singh Tomar launched transport aggregator
mobile app Kisan Rath5 lakh trucks and 20,000 tractors on mobile platform.

144) How many lakh rupees compensation given to Postal Department
Employees?
A.16 lakhs
B.12 lakhs
C.10 lakhs
D.20 lakhs

Answer C
Explanation Ten lakhs rupees compensation to all Postal employees who are working on 24/7 on
COVID 19 Crisis.

145) When Council of Scientific and Industrial Research was founded?
A.25 March 1943
B.24 September 1942
C.29 October 1942
D.26 September 1942

Answer D
Explanation Council of Scientific and Industrial Research was founded on the year 26
September 1942.

146) Where was TVS Motor Company headquarters located?
A.Mumbai
B.Chennai
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C.Hyderabad
D.Bihar

Answer B
Explanation TVS Motor Company headquarters located at Chennai. TVS Motor Company is an
Indian multinational motorcycle company headquartered at Chennai, India. It is the third largest
motorcycle company in India with a revenue of over 20,000 crore in 201819.

147) When was World Heritage Day celebrated?
A.April 25
B.April 18
C.May 16
D.June 15

Answer B
Explanation World Heritage Day celebrated on April 18

148) How many lakh quintals of food grains distributed to the poor in
Maharashtra?
A.43
B.45
C.48
D.52

Answer A
Explanation Around 43 lakh quintals of food grains distributed to the poor in Maharashtra.

149) Who designated Nodal Officers for resolving Grievances of Workers?
A.Shri Dinesh Gupta
B.Shri Ramesh Kumar
C.Shri Santosh Gangwar
D.Shri Vikram Kumar

Answer C
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Explanation Shri Santosh Gangwar designated Nodal Officers for resolving Grievances of
Workers

150) Which state govt decides to give ten thousand rupees every month for
corona patients?
A.Bihar
B.Madhya Pradesh
C.Andhra Pradesh
D.Himachal Pradesh

Answer B
Explanation Madhya Pradesh state govt decides to give ten thousand rupees every month for
corona patients

151) When Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises was founded?
A.2006
B.2008
C.2007
D.2010

Answer A
Explanation Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises was founded on the year 2006.

152) How many crore rupees to help MSME by CBDT?
A.210 crore rupees
B.204 crore rupees
C.215 crore rupees
D.220 crore rupees

Answer B
Explanation CBDT refunds over five thousand 204 crore rupees to help MSME.

153) When Indian Council of Medical Research was founded?
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A.1913
B.1912
C.1911
D.1914

Answer C
Explanation Indian Council of Medical Research, the apex body in India. It is founded on the
year 1911.

154) Kisan Rath app helps connect farmers and traders to a network of more
than ____ and 20,000 tractors.
A.10 lakh trucks
B.5 lakh trucks
C.12 lakh trucks
D.15 lakh trucks

Answer B
Explanation Kisan Rath app connect farmers and traders to a network of more than 5 lakh trucks
and 20,000 tractors.

155) Government extends regular and e-visas of all foreigners stranded till
__________
A.April 25th
B.May 3rd
C.May 8th
D.April 30th

Answer B
Explanation Government extends regular and e-visas of all foreigners stranded till May 3

156) Who is the CEO of TVS Motor Company?
A.Suresh Kumar
B.K. N. Radhakrishnan
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C.Krishna Moorthy
D.Mr. Venu Srinivasan

Answer B
Explanation K. N. Radhakrishnan is the CEO of TVS Motor Company.

157) UKs most iconic sporting motorcycle Norton for _____________ by
acquiring certain assets of Norton Motorcycles (U.K.)
A.16 billion
B.18 billion
C.25 billions
D.30 millions

Answer A
Explanation TVS Motor Company announced the acquisition of the UKs most iconic sporting
motorcycle Norton for 16 million, by acquiring certain assets of Norton Motorcycles (U.K.)

158) Indian High Commission in _____________hosts Covid-19 virtual meet
A.Srilanka
B.Russia
C.China
D.United Kingdom

Answer D
Explanation Indian High Commission in UK hosts Covid-19 virtual meet.

159) When Central Board of Direct Taxes was formed?
A.1944
B.1945
C.1946
D.1947

Answer A
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Explanation Central Board of Direct Taxes was formed on 1944.

160) Around ____lakh quintals of food grains distributed to the poor in
Maharashtra
A.45
B.43
C.47
D.50

Answer B
Explanation Around 43 lakh quintals of food grains distributed to the poor in Maharashtra.

161) When National Aerospace Laboratories was established?
A.1 July 1959
B.1 June 1959
C.1 August 1959
D.1 September 1960

Answer B
Explanation National Aerospace Laboratories was established on 1 June 1959.

162) When India Post was formed?
A.1 October 1854
B.1 November 1855
C.1 December 1855
D.1 July 1855

Answer A
Explanation India Post founded in 1854 by Lord Dalhousie who laid the foundation for the
modern Indian postal service.

163) Price Stabilisation Fund (PSF) refers to any fund constituted for the
purpose of containing ____crores as a Central Sector Scheme,
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A.520 crores
B.500 crores
C.530 crores
D.540 crores

Answer B
Explanation Price Stabilisation Fund (PSF) refers to any fund constituted for the purpose of
containing extreme volatility in prices of selected commodities and 500 crores as a Central Sector
Scheme,

164) CFTRI supplied ________________ of high-protein biscuits and 500 kg of
high-protein rusks
A.520 kg
B.500 kg
C.530 kg
D.540 kg

Answer B
Explanation CFTRI supplied 500 kg of high-protein biscuits and 500 kg of high-protein rusks to
the Dietetics department of AIIMS to supply to the patients.

165) When Food Corporation of India was founded?
A.14 January 1965
B.14 February 1965
C.14 March 1965
D.15 June 1965

Answer A
Explanation Food Corporation of India is an organization created and run by the Government of
India. It was set up in 1965 with its Initial headquarters at Chennai

166) The biscuits which are given to COVID -19 patients contain
___________of protein while usual biscuits contain around 8-9% protein.
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A.12%
B.14%
C.15%
D.18%

Answer B
Explanation The biscuits contain 14% of protein while usual biscuits contain around 8-9%
protein.

167) Electricity Act and orders of the Commission, section 142 and section
______________of the Electricity Act are proposed to be amended to provide
for higher penalties.
A.146
B.152
C.155
D.160

Answer B
Explanation Electricity Act and orders of the Commission, section 142 and section 146 of the
Electricity Act are proposed to be amended to provide for higher penalties.

168) Around 43 lakh quintals of food grains distributed to the poor in
________________A.Kerala
B.Maharashtra
C.TamilNadu
D.Karnataka

Answer B
Explanation Around 43 lakh quintals of food grains distributed to the poor in Maharashtra.

169) About 27,276.77 MT of Mustard seed has been procured from about
________ farmers in the first two days.
A.10,111
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B.12,110
C.14,110
D.15,110

Answer A
Explanation The procurement of pulses and oilseeds in the Kota Division was stopped after the
announcement of lockdown. About 27,276.77 MT of Mustard seed has been procured from about
10,111 farmers in the first two days.
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