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BANKING & FINANCE
ADB announced USD 2.2 billion to support India to combat coronavirus
pandemic
Asian Development Bank (ADB) has announced that it is to fiund$2.2 billion
(about Rs.16,500 crore) support to India in its fight against the COVID-19
pandemic. ADB is committed to supporting India's emergency needs.
Aim:
It aims to help the health sector of India and to help alleviate the economic impact
of the pandemic on the poor. The fund will benefit informal workers, micro,
small, and medium-sized enterprises, and the financial sector of India.
This is straining a large number of micro, small, and medium-sized enterprises,
and the livelihood of formal and informal labourers across the country.
ADB has announced that is to meet India's needs by considering all financing
option including emergency assistance, policy-based loans, and budget support to
facilitate swift disbursement of ADB funds.
ADB:
Formed on: 19 December 1966
Headquarters: Philippines
Membership: 68 countries
President: Masatsugu Asakawa
ADB aims to promote social and economic development in Asia. ADB is
committed to achieving a prosperous, inclusive, resilient, and sustainable Asia and
the Pacific and works to sustain its efforts to eradicate extreme poverty.
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BUSINESS & ECONOMY
CCI approved acquisition of GMR Kamalanga Energy Limited by JSW
Energy Limited
The Competition Commission of India (CCI) has approved the acquisition of
GMR Kamalanga Energy Limited, the target, by JSW Energy Limited, the
acquirer. The acquisition was done under Section 31(1) of the Competition Act,
2002 on 7 April.
Acquisition:
As per the move, JSW Energy Limited acquires the 100% shareholding of the
GMR Kamalanga Energy Limited. JSW has a power generation capacity of
4,541 MW comprising of a portfolio of thermal (3,140 MW), hydro (1,391 MW)
and solar (10 MW).
GMR Kamalanga Energy Limited is engaged in the generation of power through its
coal-based thermal power plant at Kamalanga village, Odisha.
JSW Energy Limited:
Founded: 1994
Headquarters: Mumbai, India
Chairman: Sajjan Jindal
JSW Energy is in various areas of power including Generation, Transmission,
and Trading. The operational generating capacity of JSW Energy is 5681 MW.
The products of the company include Electricity Generation and transmission,
Hydroelectricity, energy trading, Mining, Power Plant Equipment Manufacturing.

Fiscal deficit may increase in March despite nationwide lockdown
Data released by the Government of India stated that India's fiscal deficit stood at
5.07% of gross domestic product (GDP) in February 2020. The report stated that
the government might not meet its revised target of 3.8% of GDP due to the
COVID-19 pandemic.
Report highlights:
The fiscal deficit target was increased to Rs.7.66 lakh crore (3.8%) of the GDP in
July 2019 by invoking the escape clause under the Fiscal Responsibility and Budget
Management Act (FRBM).
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As per the data from the Controller General of Accounts (CGA), India's fiscal
deficit reached Rs.10.36 lakh crore at the end of February 2020.
It also stated that government revenues are likely to take a substantial hit in March,
despite nationwide lockdown.
It also highlighted that expenditures for the month should rise due to various costs
arising from the virus containment efforts and enforcing the lockdown.
According to the report, the state governments received about Rs.90,000 crore as
tax devolution and around Rs.29,000 crore for various schemes in FY20.
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INTERNATIONAL
US announced USD 2.9 million to India to combat COVID-19 outbreak
The US government has announced a grant of $2.9 million to India. The fund was
released by the US government through its aid agency United States Agency for
International Development (USAID).
Highlights:
The aim is to help India in its fight against the coronavirus pandemic. It is expected
that the assistance will further support India's response to COVID- 19.
The US government is working closely with India through USAID, the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), and other relevant agencies to
support India's response to the pandemic.
The new grant is added to the $1.4 billion which was provided by the US in health
assistance, and nearly $3 billion in total assistance, that the US has provided to
India over the last 20 years.
The new funds will support the USAID's health strengthening project which was
implemented by Jhpiego, an international non-profit health organization, which is
affiliated with Johns Hopkins University.
USAID:
Formed on: 3 November 1961
Headquarters: Washington, D.C., US
USAID is a non-profit organization of the US government. It is responsible to
administer civilian foreign aid and development assistance.

Lupin launched drug used for prevention of organ rejection in kidney
transplant in the US
Drug firm Lupin launched generic Mycophenolic acid delayed-release tablets in
the US market. The drug is used to prevent organ rejection in patients receiving
kidney transplants.
Drug:
The tablets Mycophenolic acid delayed-release tablets are of strengths 180 mg and
360 mg.
The drug is the generic version of Novartis Pharmaceuticals Corporation's
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Myfortic delayed-release tablets.
Lupin's alliance partner Concord Biotech Ltd has received approval from the
United States Food and Drug Administration (USFDA) earlier for the product.
The tablets are indicated for prophylaxis of organ rejection in adult patients
receiving kidney transplants and in pediatric patients at least 5 years of age and
older who are at least 6 months post kidney transplant.

FATF to review Pakistans performance to fight money laundering
Global anti-money laundering watchdog Financial Action Task Force (FATF)
has announced that it will review Pakistan's performance to meet international
commitments in the fight against terror financing.
Highlights:
FATF will review Pakistan's performance to meet international commitments and
standards in the fight against money laundering and terror financing at a meeting
that has been scheduled to be held in Beijing on 21-26 June 2020.
In February 2020, the watchdog FATF gave Pakistan a 4-months of grace
period to complete its 27-point action plan against money laundering and terror
financing that is committed with the international community. Before the extension,
Pakistan had delivered 14 points and missed 13 other targets.
Pakistan government has taken several measures to be removed from the list of
countries deemed non-compliant with anti-money laundering and terrorist financing
regulations. It is said that the country has taken a measure that can affect Pakistan's
economy, which is already under severe strain.
FATF:
Paris-based FATF is an inter-governmental body formed in 1989. The organization
aims to combat money laundering, terrorist financing and other related threats to
the integrity of the international financial system. There are around 39 member
countries, including the US, the UK, India, Japan, China, and France, among
others.

US military strengthens its defence in Indio Pacific Region amid COVID-19
pandemic
The US military has requested an additional $20 billion fund to strengthen naval,
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airborne and ground-based operations in the Indo-Pacific region.
Highlights:
Despite its battle against COVID-19, the US military is continuing to pursue its
China containment strategy and plans to strengthen its presence in the Indo-Pacific
region.
The fund sought by the US military aims to strengthen naval, airborne and
ground-based operations in the Indo-Pacific region. The request would last
through the financial year 2026.
Of the total, around $1.6 billion would be released for the financial year 2021,
with $18.5 billion earmarked for 2022-26.
The spending amount has been planned under the title Regain the
Advantage, calls. Of the total amount, around $1.7 billion will be funded to an air
missile defence system in the Indo-Pacific region.
The focus of the US military on the region has initiated several new initiatives,
including the deployment of army task forces that views on cyber-warfare and other
non-conventional forms of conflict in the area.

New sectors to be added in the second phase of CPEC
Pakistan announced that it is to add more sectors like agriculture and tourism in
the second phase of the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC). The multibillion-dollar project has slowed down due to the coronavirus outbreak.
China, earlier, has committed to invest over $60 billion in Pakistan as part of the
CPEC under which it planned to build a number of special economic zones (SEZ).
CPEC:
The CPEC is the flagship project of the multi-billion dollar Belt and Road
Initiative (BRI) of China. It was initiated by the Chinese President Xi Jinping
and launched in 2015. It aimed to enhance China's influence around the world
through China-funded infrastructure projects. India objected to being a part of the
CPEC as it is being laid through Pakistan-occupied Kashmir.
Pakistan:
President: Arif Alvi
Prime Minister: Imran Khan
Capital: Islamabad
Official languages: English, Urdu
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Currency: Pakistani rupee

India exported 5 tonnes of drug including hydroxychloroquine to Israel
India exported 5 tonnes of cargo of medicines, including anti-malarial drug
hydroxychloroquine to Israel. The shipment included ingredients for drugs
chloroquine and hydroxychloroquine. The drugs were exported to Israel as the
country requested the supply of hydroxychloroquine, with India being the world's
largest producer and exporter of the drug.
Background:
On 25 March, India banned exports of anti-malarial drug
hydroxychloroquine with immediate effect during the COVID-19 pandemic. The
drug hydroxychloroquine is believed to have some positive effect on the
treatment of the coronavirus. But the exports from special economic zones
(SEZs) and other GoI approved exporters, only, will be allowed to export the drug.
But on 7 April, the Government of India relaxed the ban on exports of
paracetamol and hydroxychloroquine (HCQ) and the drugs were placed in the
licensed category. The move came as the US President Donald Trump had
threatened India with retaliation if India rejected the US's demand for the supply of
hydroxychloroquine.

Amazon to set up coronavirus testing lab for its employees
Amazon is building a lab that will enable it to test employees for the COVID-19
virus. The move by the online retailer is to protect its delivery employees and
delivery drivers who are getting essential products to customers sheltering at home.
For this, the company has assigned a team of scientists, software engineers and
procurement specialists to build a lab that will test the small numbers of front line
employees soon.
Amazon remained open through the pandemic. It has announced plans to hire more
employees as the people order online to get essentials without leaving their homes.
The company is trying to get government permits to set up the lab. The company
plans to test only the employees of the company. The company aims to set up
regular testing of its employees to help keep people safe.
Amazon:
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Founded on: 5 July 1994
Headquarters: Seattle, Washington DC, United States
Founder & CEO: Jeff Bezos
CTO: Werner Vogels
The American multinational technology company focuses on e-commerce, digital
streaming, cloud computing, and artificial intelligence (AI).
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INDIAN AFFAIRS
FCI sets record in transportation of food grains amid lockdown
Food Corporation of India (FCI) has set a record by moving 70
rakes carrying 1.93 Lakh Metric Tonnes (LMT) continuously in single-day
movement during the lockdown. FCI aims to ensure that enough food grain stocks
are made available in every part of the country during the countrywide lockdown. It
also works to fulfill the regular requirements of food grains under the National
Food Security Act (NFSA).
FCI's measures:
Under PM Garib Kalyan Ann Yojana (PMGKAY), FCI provided wheat and rice
directly at Open Market sale rates to ensure a continuous supply of food grains in
the open market, earlier it used an e-auction route.
So far, Punjab accounted for about 46% of total food grain movement at 7.73
LMT, Haryana accounted 3.02 LMT, Telangana accounted 2.04 LMT, Chhattisgarh
accounted 1.15 LMT, Uttar Pradesh accounted 2.07 LMT followed by Bihar
accounted 1.96 LMT, West Bengal accounted 1.65 LMT and Karnataka accounted
1.57 LMT and North Eastern inducted 1.4 LMT food grains during the lockdown.
So far, FCI has allotted 1.38 LMT Wheat in 13 states and 1.32 LMT Rice in 8
states for further distribution through their channels.
FCI:
Founded on: 14 January 1965
Headquarters: New Delhi, India
Chairman & Managing Director: D. V. Prasad
FCI was established by the Government of India under the Department of Food
and Public Distribution, Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food and Public
Distribution. It is located throughout India. GoI executes policy through FCI and
ensures the Food Security of the Nation.

MSME Technology Centres contributed to combat COVID-19 outbreak
MSME Technology Centres in India have provided masks, medical gowns,
ventilators, sanitizers, components of Corona Testing Kits, etc. to combat
Coronavirus. 18 operational Technology centres of the Ministry of Micro, Small
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and Medium Enterprises (MSME) are playing a major role in the fight with
COVID-19.
Measures taken by MSME sector:
Central Footwear Training Institute (CFTI) Chennai provided masks and
medical gowns.
MSME Technology Centre, Hyderabad is developing a prototype of an electromechanical ventilator which is based on sensors. The first prototype will be ready
soon.
SME TC, Aurangabad developed and supplied a 3D prototype of Face mask.
Central Tool Room and Training Centre (CTTC), Kolkata developed a simple
and low-cost ventilator system in consultation with Sagar Datta Super specialty
hospital. It has also developed a Face shield prototype.
MSME Technology Centre, Kannauj is manufacturing Alcohol-based sanitizers
and is supplied to DM, Farrukhabad, Railways and other organizations.
Institute for Design of Electrical Measuring Instruments (IDEMI) is
developing an ion-based sanitizer.
MSME Technology Centre, Hyderabad, Bhubaneswar, and Jamshedpur have
manufactured components for 650 Corona Testing Kits.
GM, TC Bhubaneswar is making tools and components through its various TCs
namely CTR, Ludhiana; IDEMI, Indo German Tool Room (IGTR), Aurangabad,
Kolkotta and IDTR, Jamshedpur.
ESTC Ramnagar has designed Intravenous (IV) Stand.
ESTC hostels have been converted as Shelter home for 80 migrant labours.
MSME Technology Center, Bhiwadi, and TC, Jamshedpur offered vacant rooms
for establishing isolation centres.
Process and Product Development Center (PPDC) AGRA and IGTR Indore
jointly manufacture hospital furniture.
PPDC, Meerut has fabricated Face masks and distributed free of cost.
CFTI Agra has fabricated Medical Gowns for M/s Ramsons, Agra and fabricate
triple-layered Face masks.

Amitabh Kant chairs Empowered Committee to review coordination between
various stakeholders for COVID-19-related response activities
NITI Aayog CEO Amitabh Kant chairs Empowered Committee to review
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coordination between various stakeholders for COVID-19 related response
activities. The committee constituted of members namely Vikram Doraiswami,
(AS, MEA); Dr. Vijayaraghavan, PSA; Kamal Kishore (Member, NDMA);
Sandeep Mohan Bhatnagar (Member, CBIC); Anil Malik (AS, MHA); P. Harish
(AS, MEA); Gopal Baglay (JS, PMO); Aishvarya Singh (DS, PMO); Tina Soni
(DS, Cabinet Secretariat); and the work of EG6 is serviced by Sanyukta Samaddar
(Adviser, SDG, NITI Aayog).
Highlights:
The meeting discussed the issues faced and the expectations of the government.
It aimed to formulated plans with three groups of stakeholders namely:
1) The UN agencies, World Bank, Asian Development Bank
2) Civil Society Organisations and development partners
3) Industry associations namely Confederation of Indian Industry (CII), Federation
of Indian Chambers of Commerce & Industry (FICCI), Associated Chambers of
Commerce and Industry of India (ASSOCHAM), NASSCOM
The committee appealed to over 92000 NGOs/ CSOs registered on the Darpan
portal of NITI Aayog. The committee directed them to provide assistance to the
government in identifying hotspots and deputing volunteers and caregivers to
deliver services to the elderly, persons with disabilities (PwDs), children,
transgender persons, and other vulnerable groups. It also directed them to create
awareness about social distancing, prevention, isolation, and combating COVID-19
and provide shelter to homeless, daily wage workers, and urban poor families.
It discussed all the proactive measures taken by the government to combat
COVID-19.

CSIF to provide COVID-19 protective gear and healthcare paraphernalia to
its personnel
The Central Industrial Security Force (CISF) is to provide COVID-19 protective
gear and healthcare paraphernalia for its over 40,000 personnel. The CISF
personnel will be having close physical interaction with lakhs of passengers once
airports and the Delhi Metro re-start operations.
CSIF measures:
The CISF take several measures on anti-coronavirus protection for its troops. The
move comes after 2 of the CSIF personnel in Mumbai have tested positive for the
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COVID-19 infection. CSIF has enhanced beds in 349 units of isolation wards so
that more personnel can be accommodated in case of requirement.
CSIF:
Formed on: 10 March 1969
Headquarters: New Delhi, India
Minister responsible: Amit Shah, Union Home Minister
Director-General of CISF: Rajesh Ranjan
CSIF functions under the Union Ministry of Home Affairs. It covers around 300
industrial units, government infrastructure projects and facilities and establishments
located all over India. It is a unique organization in paramilitary forces for India.

C-MET develops a low-cost indigenous prototype of polymer swab
A scientist from the Pune-based Centre for Materials for Electronics
Technology (C-MET) has developed a low-cost indigenous prototype of
polymer swab. It can be used to collect the samples for coronavirus testing. If the
product gets approved for production, the country will not need to depend on
imported swabs.
Implemented by:
The indigenous prototype of polymer swab is produced jointly by C-MET, which
functions under the Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology; SRI
Research for Tissue Engineering Private; Indian Institute of Science (IISc),
Bengaluru; Rangadore Hospital; and Additive Manufacturing Society of India.
Polymer swabs:
India has been importing testing kits and polymer swabs primarily from Italy,
Germany and the United States. Because of the import restrictions and international
lockdown, a shortage of these kits might occur.
The swad satisfies the guidelines of the Centre for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDCP).
The polymer swab is used to collect a sample from the upper respiratory tract of a
patient.
A specialty polymer from the polyester family and a rod made up of Polypropylene
has been used to develop the prototype of the swab.
The Prototype will be forwarded for clinical trial and testing.
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Union HRD Minister launched MHRD AICTE COVID-19 Student Helpline
Portal
All India Council for Technical Education (AICTE) launched a unique MHRD
AICTE COVID-19 Student Helpline Portal to address the issues faced by
students. The students are facing difficulties due to the closure of colleges and
hostels in the view of the COVID-19 outbreak. It was launched by the Union
Minister for Human Resource Development (HRD) Shri Ramesh Pokhriyal
"Nishank."
MHRD AICTE COVID-19 Student Helpline Portal:
The students can make use of the website with an URL https://helpline.aicteindia.org
Student interns Shivanshu and Akash of Graphic Era University developed the
portal in a record time of one day.
The portal aims to connect those who are willing to provide help with the student
who needs help. It also provides various support including Accommodation, Food,
on line Classes, Attendance, Examinations, Scholarships, Health, Transport,
Harassment, etc.

IIT-Roorkee launched Prana-Vayu, a low-cost portable ventilator
Indian Institutes of Technology (IIT)-Roorkee in association with AIIMSRishikesh has developed 'Prana-Vayu,' a low-cost portable ventilator. The closedloop ventilator can be manufactured for just Rs.25,000.
Prana-Vayu:
Prana-Vayu is a closed-loop ventilator. It can deliver the required amount of air to
the patient, with an automated process controlling the pressure and flow rates.
The developers presented the machine to more than 450 companies and several
have expressed interest in commercial production.
It also has feedback that can control tidal volume and the number of breaths
per minute.
The ventilator can be used for a wide degree of congestions in the respiratory tract
and is applicable for all age group patients, especially the elderly.
The prototype has been tested successfully for normal and patient-specific
breathing conditions. It does not require additional compressed air for functioning

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(April 6 - April 12, 2020)

and can be especially useful in cases when hospital wards or open areas are
converted into the Intensive Care Unit (ICUs).
The low-cost ventilator will be highly useful for COVID-19 patients, especially
amid the COVID-19 crisis.

DST sets up CAWACH to combat COVID-19 pandemic
Department of Science & Technology (DST), Government of India has set up
a Centre for Augmenting WAR with COVID-19 Health Crisis
(CAWACH). The centre is a rapid response to combat COVID-19 global
pandemic.
Aim:
The CAWACH program focus to leverage the youthful energy, intelligence and
extraordinary innovative potential of technology incubators and startups. It also
aims to empower them to speedily address the multi-dimensional challenges of
COVID-19 across respiratory aids, information and monitoring assists, disinfection
systems, protective gear and coatings, diagnostics, and a plethora of other relevant
materials, devices, and solutions
CAWACH:
The total cost of the centre is Rs.56 crore.
The centre is to evaluate and support the innovations and start-ups that address
COVID-19 challenges.
The centre will be implemented by Society for Innovation and
Entrepreneurship (SINE), a technology business incubator at IIT-Bombay.
Through the program, DST aims to support R&D initiatives by boosting
innovations offering comprehensive solutions like Ventilators, Diagnostics,
Therapeutics, Informatics and other intervention for control and mitigation of
COVID-19.
The centre will support startups at different stages for fast-tracking
commercialization process and journey and scale-up across geographies which will
have a significant impact in the long term.
It will provide access for all India networks for testing, trial and market
deployment of these products and solutions in the identified areas of priority
COVID-19 solutions.
The program will help to address various challenges faced by the country due to
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the Coronavirus crisis.

Cabinet approved Non-operation of MPLADS for two years
The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister Narendra
Modi approved Non-operation of Members of Parliament Local Area
Development Scheme (MPLADS) for two years from 2020-21 to 2021-22. The
move is to provide support in managing the COVID-19 outbreak. The move is a
part of the Government's continued efforts to contain the spread of COVID-19. The
funds from the scheme will be used to strengthen the Government's efforts in
managing the challenges and adverse impact of COVID19 in the country.
MPLADS:
The scheme was launched on 23 December 1993. It was administered by
the Ministry of Rural Development. The scheme enables the Members of
Parliaments (MP) to recommend developmental work in their constituencies to
create durable community assets based on locally felt needs.

Edible oil imports in India declined to 32.44 percent in March
Trade body Solvent Extractors' Association of India (SEA) reported that India's
edible oil imports have declined 32.44% to 9,41,219 tonnes in March 2020. The
reason for the decline is due to government restrictions on the purchase of refined
palm oil from the overseas market. India had imported 13,93,255 tonnes in March
2019.
Report Highlights:
India is the world's leading vegetable oil buyer.
The share of palm oil is more than 60% of India's total vegetable oil imports.
It highlighted that there was a 90% fall in import of refined, bleached and
deodorized (RBD) palmolein at 30,850 tonnes in March 2020 against 3,12,673
tonnes in 2019.
It highlighted that the import of RBD palmolein has been reduced drastically as the
commodity has been put on a restricted list of trade since 8 January. In order to
place palm oil in a restricted category, the importer will require licence or
permission for the inbound shipment.
SEA also stated that the import of crude palm oil (CPO) and crude palm kernel
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oil (CPKO) have declined by 38% to 3,04,458 tonnes during March 2020 against
4,89,770 tonnes during 2019.
Also, the import of soyabean oil declined marginally to 2,92,410 tonnes in March
2020 against 2,92,925 tonne in March 2019.
It highlighted that the November-March period of the 2019-20 oil year, total edible
oils imports declined 10% to 53,91,807 tonnes against 60,05,067 tonnes in the year
2019.
Solvent Extractors' Association of India (SEA):
SEA was established in 1963. The aim is to help and foster the development and
growth of the Solvent Extraction Industry in India. SEA currently has 875 members
with about 350 working solvent extraction plants which has the processing annual
capacity of about 30 million tonnes.
Note: The Oil year runs from November to October.

DST supports Anti-Microbial coating developed by JNSCAR
The Department of Science & Technology (DST) has approved the antimicrobial coating which was developed by Jawaharlal Nehru Centre for
Advanced Scientific Research (JNCASR). It also supports the further
development of the coating for India's combat against COVID-19.
Anti-Microbial coating:
When coated on different surfaces such as textiles, plastic and so on, the coating
could kill a range of virus types including COVID-19.
The covalent anti-microbial coating kills the influenza virus and resistant
pathogenic bacteria and fungi, including methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus
aureus and fluconazole-resistant C. Albicans spp.
No covalent coating strategy has been developed to kill all viruses, bacteria, and
fungi, so far.
The antimicrobial coating can be fabricated on many types of surfaces. The
robustness of the coating eliminates the necessity of skilled personnel for the
procurement of the coating.
Coronavirus, like influenza, is also an enveloped virus. It is expected that the
coating may inactivate SARS-CoV-2 upon contact and prevent contamination if
coated on various surfaces.
The molecules have the ability to chemically cross-link with different surfaces
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upon Ultra Violet (UV) irradiation. The formation of the coating permeabilized
the membranes of pathogens leading to their inactivation.
The anti-microbial coating on the surfaces was evaluated for their antibacterial,
antifungal, and antiviral activity successfully.

Module Innovation to develop rapid test for detection of COVID-19 infection
The Department of Science & Technology (DST) funded 'Module
Innovations', a Pune based healthcare startup to develop a rapid diagnosis of
diseases to develop a product for detecting COVID 19 with a 10 to 15-minute test.
nCoVSENSEs (TM) module:
The startup is now developing nCoVSENSEs (TM) module. It is a rapid test
device for the detection of antibodies that have been generated against the
COVID-19 in the human body.
The nCoVSENSe test detects the Immunoglobulin G (IgG) and
Immunoglobulin M (IgM) antibodies that generated in the human body upon the
onset of viral infection and is targeted against the Spike proteins making it specific
for COVID-19.
The rapid test device will make it possible to confirm infection in patients and also
determine whether an infected patent has recovered.
The device will also identify the stage of infection in the patients.
The new rapid test will help manage the problem in a more efficient way at a
lesser cost. The current confirmatory method of Real-TimeReverse Transcription
Polymerase Chain Reaction (RT-PCR) takes a long time and needs trained
manpower.
The test kit will be used to screen patients and passengers at airports, railway
stations, hospitals to safeguarding in any future outbreak as well.

Indian Railways has converted 2500 coaches into Isolation Units
Indian Railways has successfully converted2500 coaches as Isolation Units
with limited manpower amid the lockdown due to coronavirus outbreak. The
move by the Railways is to supplement the national efforts in combating
COVID-19. The initial task was to prepare 5000 coaches as isolation wards for the
COVID-19 infected patients.
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With the conversion of around 2500 coaches, 40000 isolation beds are now ready
for contingency. On average, 375 coaches per day are being converted by Indian
Railways. The conversion is being carried out at 133 locations in the country.
Isolation Units:
The isolation coaches will be used all across the country and will remain on
railway premises.
These coaches are equipped as per medical advisories issued.
For the isolation cabin, middle berth from one side and all the three berths have
been removed in front of the patient berth.
Air curtains in each compartment have been provided.
Each compartment is provided with four bottle holders and a 220-volt electric
point for medical instruments.
The aisle areas of the bathrooms have been modified to prepare the isolation
coaches. A hand shower, one bucket, and a mug are placed in each bathroom.
With these provisions, there are 10 isolation wards in each coach.
Indian Railways is to make more designs of the isolation coaches as a measure to
combat COVID-19.
The isolation coaches are being prepared only as a contingency and to supplement
the efforts of the Ministry of Health in fighting the COVID 19.

NHAI achieved highest ever Construction of National Highways in 2019-20
Financial year
National Highways Authority of India (NHAI) has accomplished the
construction of 3,979 km of national highways in the financial Year 2019-20. It is
the highest ever highway construction achieved in a financial year by NHAI.
Bharatmala Pariyojana:
The ambitious highway development program of the Ministry of Road Transport
and Highways includes the development of about 65,000 km of national highways.
Under Phase-I of Bharatmala Pariyojana, the Ministry has approved the
implementation of 34,800km of national highways in 5 years with an outlay of
Rs.5,35,000 crore.
NHAI has been mandated to develop about 27,500km of national highways under
Bharatmal Pariyojna Phase-I.
Also, a large number of initiatives have been taken to revive the stalled projects
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and expedite completion of new projects including:
Streamlining of land acquisition and acquisition of a major portion of land prior to
the invitation of bids.
Cases to be disposed of the Change of Scope (CoS) and Extension of Time (EoT)
in a time-bound manner
Procedure for approval of General Arrangement Drawing for ROBs simplified and
made online.
Close coordination with other Ministries and State Governments
One time fund infusion
Regular review at various levels and identification/ removal of bottlenecks in
project execution
Proposed exit for Equity Investors
Securitization of road sector loans
Disputes Resolution mechanism revamped to avoid delays in the completion of
projects.
NHAI:
Formed on: 1995
Headquarters: New Delhi
Chairman: Sukhbir Singh Sandhu
The Authority is a nodal agency of the Ministry of Road Transport and
Highways (MoRTH). The NHAIis a statutory body. It was created under the
provisions of the National Highways Authority of India Act, 1988. In February
1995, the Authority was formally made an autonomous body. It is responsible for
the management of a network of National Highways in India.

Railway Control Office to assist to resolve issues in freight operations
Indian Railways has opened a Railway Control Office after the declaration of
lockdown amid due to the coronavirus pandemic in order to assist railway
passengers, other citizens and help resolve issues in freight operations.
Centralized Control Office:
Railway control office has been doing 24x7 monitoring of four communication
and feedback platforms namely Helplines 139, 138, social media and
email (railmadad@rb.railnet.gov.in).
The queries were answered by its IVRS facility.
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Railways aim to ensure a seamless flow of information and suggestions between
Railway Administration and the general public during the lockdown.
Under the facility, the Railway personnel has responded to over 1,25,000 queries
in the first 10 days on designated communication platforms, out of which over
1,09,000, 87% queries, were handled through direct human interaction over the
phone.

ICCC of Smart city missions is used to monitor and track COVID-19 patients
Indian Smart Cities namely Bengaluru, Pune, Surat, and Tumakuru are using the
integrated data dashboards to provide up-to-date information about the status of
coronavirus in different administrative zones of their cities. The data dashboards are
developed by the data analysts and data experts who work with their Integrated
Command and Control Centre (ICCC) and function as COVID-19 War Rooms
in many cities.
Pune:
In Pune, the Pune Smart City Development Corporation Limited (PSCDCL)
partnered with Pune Municipal Corporation (PMC). The partnership has aimed
to develop an integrated data dashboard to fight COVID-19 pandemic. The city
administration uses heat-mapping technologies and predictive analytics to develop
a containment plan and the containment zones get reflected on the dashboard.
Surat:
In Surat, the Surat Municipal Corporation has published an online dashboard on
its municipal website, https://www.suratmunicipal.gov.in/others/CoronaRelated, to
provide regular updates to the citizens.
Bengaluru and Tumakuru:
In Bengaluru, the Bruhat Bengaluru Mahanagara Palike (BBMP) has set up a
'war room' to use technology to conduct surveillance on people within an 8km
radius of a confirmed patient, so as to contain the spread of the virus.

West Bengal sought fund from Centre to combat COVID-19 crisis
West Bengal state government has asked the Centre to release Rs.5,013 crore as
the revenue deficit grant to the state. The fund will be used to tackle the COVID-19
crisis.
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Highlights:
The grant was provided by the 15th Finance Commission.
The state also sought several measures to ease its financial position as the statespecific revenue streams had dried up due to the nationwide lockdown.
The state asked the Centre to release pending goods and service tax (GST)
compensation and allow states to use interest accruing to the Consolidated Sinking
Fund, besides a moratorium on loan payments.
The state also asked to increase the fiscal deficit limit under the Fiscal
Responsibility and Budget Management (FRBM) Act to 5% from 3% for the
ongoing financial year.
The welfare measures aim to help the people, especially poor farmers, unorganized
workers, and SMEs, who are badly impacted.
West Bengal:
Established on: 26 January 1950
Governor: Jagdeep Dhankhar
Chief Minister: Mamata Banerjee
Capital: Kolkata
Bird: White-throated kingfisher
Flower: Night-flowering jasmine
Tree: Chatim tree

CM Arvind Kejriwal announced a 5T plan to stop the spread of Coronavirus
Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal has announced a 5T plan to stop the
spread of the novel coronavirus. The 5T plan is testing, tracing, treatment,
teamwork, and track.
5Ts to curb COVID-19 spread:
1. Testing:
Aggressive testing can curb the spread of the new coronavirus. The Delhi
government will conduct one lakh rapid tests in hotspot areas like Dilshad Garden
and Nizamuddin.
2. Tracing:
Tracing the people who are identified to have come in contact with a positive
patient and are asked to self-quarantine. The Delhi Police is ensuring if the selfquarantine is being followed.
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3. Treatment:
In Delhi, over 2,950 beds are reserved for coronavirus patients. And hospitals like
LNJP, GB Pant and Rajiv Gandhi hospitals will treat only coronavirus patients. It
also plans to take over 12,000 hotel rooms for the treatment.
4. Teamwork:
COVID-19 can only be defeated through teamwork. Doctors and nurses are key
members of the teams. All the Indian states are working along with the Centre to
stop the spread of the virus.
5. Tracking & Monitoring:
The Delhi government is actively tracking the developments and actions taken to
stop the spread of the coronavirus.
Delhi:
Formation of National Capital Region: 1 February 1992
Lt. Governor: Anil Baijal
Chief Minister: Arvind Kejriwal
Capital: New Delhi

Commerce Ministry launched online platform to issue of certificate of origin
for exporters
The Ministry of Commerce has designed an online platform for the issuance of a
key document required for exports to those countries with which India has trade
agreements. The move aims to facilitate shipments during the COVID-19 crisis.
Highlights:
As per the guidelines of the Directorate General of Foreign Trade (DGFT), an
exporter should submit a certificate of origin (COO) at the landing port of the
importing country. The certificate is essential to prove where their goods come
from.
The submitted documents will be important to claim duty concessions under freetrade agreements (FTAs).
The platform has been designed as single-point access for all FTAs/preferential
trade agreement (PTA), for all designated COO issuing agencies and for all
export products
The platform can be accessed at https://coo.dgft.gov.in.
The preferential certificate of origin for exports to various other countries under
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following FTAs/PTAs shall be applied and issued only from the online platform
with effect from 7 April 2020.
Previously, the certificate for exports from India to Chile under a PTA, exports to
Nepal under South Asian Free Trade Area (SAFTA) and SAARC Preferential
Trading Arrangement (SAPTA) and shipments to Korea under India-Korea
Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement have been applied and issued
through this online platform.

Jobless rate in India rose to 23 percent due to Lockdown said CIME
A survey released by the Center for Monitoring Indian Economy Pvt. Ltd.
(CMIE) stated that the unemployment rate in India has climbed to more than
20%. The decline has occurred as the people lost jobs after the nationwide
lockdown due to the Coronavirus pandemic.
Highlights:
The report stated that the jobless rate based on a sample size of 9,429 observations
was 23.4% as of 5 April 2020.
CMIE estimated the jobless rate for the month of March 2020 as 8.7% compared
with 7.8% in February.
Labor statistics for March 2020 was declined.
It also stated that an estimated 100 million workers in mining, construction,
manufacturing, and services sectors have been rendered jobless due to the
lockdown.
CMIE:
CMIE was established in 1976. It is headquartered in Mumbai, India. It is a leading
business information company. It provides services to the entire spectrum of
business information consumers including governments, academia, financial
markets, business enterprises, professionals and media. It conducts the largest
survey to estimate household incomes, the pattern of spending and savings. The
company analyses the data to decipher trends in the economy.

Rajnath Singh chaired GoM meeting to assess post lockdown situation
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh chaired meeting with the Group of Ministers
(GoM) on 7 April in New Delhi. The meeting focused on the assessment of the
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post lockdown situation in the wake of COVID-19. The meeting was attended by
Union Ministers Amit Shah, Nirmala Sitharaman, Piyush Goel, Smriti Irani,
Prakash Javadekar, Ram Vilas Paswan, Home Secretary Ajay Bhalla among others.
Meeting Highlights:
The Ministers discussed possible ways to ease the lockdown after 14 April.
The Ministers evaluated the availability and procurement strategy of medical aids
and the preparedness of hospitals.
In a series of tweets, Rajnath Singh said they shared the appreciation for the Union
Cabinet's decision to reduce the salaries of all MPs for a year and also the
suspension of MPLADS funds for 2 years.
The Ministers discussed several methods to curb the spread of coronavirus
infection and stay vigilant in combat against COVID-19.

Cabinet approved ordinance to take 30 percent pay cut for one year
The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi has decided to
amend the Salary, Allowances, and Pension of Members of Parliament (MP)
Act through an ordinance. As per the amendment, there will be a salary cut of all
ministers, including Prime Minister, for a year by 30%. The information was
passed by the Union Minister of Information and Broadcasting Prakash Javadekar
in New Delhi.
The move is to provide financial assistance to the COVID-19 crisis.President Ram
Nath Kovind, Vice-president Venkiah Naidu and governors will also take a salary
cut of 30% for a year. The savings from the salaries will go to the Consolidated
Fund of India (CFI).
What is Consolidated Fund of India?
CFI is the revenues collected by the Centre through direct taxes and indirect
taxes, license fees, money received by the government in loan repayment, profits
from public sector undertakings. CFI is used for all the expenses of the government.
CFI of the Central government was established under Article 267 of the Indian
Constitution and State Government was established under Article 266 of the Indian
Constitution.
Only with the approval of Parliament, money can be withdrawn from CFI. The fund
is audited by the Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG) of India and the
reports will be submitted to the Union legislatures. Rajiv Mehrishi is the current
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CAG of India.

Centre frames norms to avoid cohorting of COVID-19 patients
The Ministry of Health and Family Welfare has framed detailed guidelines to
manage suspected and confirmed COVID-19 cases in separate graded facilities.
The move is to avoid cohorting of COVID-19 patients with other patients.
Highlights:
Centre has prepared a special plan to separate the healthcare facilities to treat
patients who show mild, moderate and severe symptoms and treat them at
designated centres.
As per the norms, the healthcare facilities will be graded and designated as
COVID Care Centre (CCC), Dedicated COVID Health Centre (DCHC) and
Dedicated COVID Hospital (DCH).
A COVID Care Centre is a basic facility for patients who show mild symptoms
will admitted to a CCC. It will makeshift facilities like a stadium, school, hostel or
a quarantine facility.
A COVID Health Centre is for people who show moderate symptoms. They will
be admitted to a DCHCor a separate wing of a big hospital. It would mandatorily
have an adequate oxygen supply for each bed.
A person with severe symptoms will be taken care of in a Dedicated COVID
hospital, which has intensive care, blood bank, and oxygen supply facilities.
The three facilities would be connected with the CCC attached to a DCH. As per
the norms, a patient with mild symptoms gets serious, he can be shifted to DCH.
The gradation of hospitals for COVID-19 patients comes after a detailed study of
countries like Italy and Spain.

Centre to deploy drones to monitor the ban on religion gatherings during the
lockdown
The Central government has announced that it will deploy more drones to
enhance monitoring of the lockdown. GoI aims to ensure that a large number of
people do not gather at religious congregations, with several festivals. The issue
was taken up at the Group of Ministers (GoM) meeting, chaired by Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh, on 7 April.
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The move is followed by the concern raised by the Ministry of Home Affairs
(MHA) that the community leaders are being reached out to deter gatherings during
Hanuman Jayanti, Good Friday and Easter-Sunday. Drones have been put to
different use by many states during the lockdown. Drones will be deployed for
monitoring of religious gatherings.
Measures taken by MHA:
Government is taking appropriate measures and ensure hoarding and black
marketing are not done.
Around 152 cargo flights were operated to ensure pharma supplies across India
helping to stabilize the availability of medicines.
Special attention has been taken to keep the supply of medical oxygen smooth and
hassle-free.
Also, the cyber and information security wing of MHA has cautioned against fake
coronavirus videos on social media platforms. It stated that spreading fake,
unverified content may make one liable for punishment as per the law.

AP state to procure 3 lakh rapid testing kits
Andhra Pradesh state government has placed an order for 3 lakh rapid testing
kits for COVID-19.
AP's measures:
The AP state government has identified and designated 13 hospitals in 13 districts
as COVID hospitals.
It has a dedicated hospital where no other patients will be treated. The move is to
avoid further transmission, said the government of the disease.
The AP government authorities are to undertake extensive testing in
containment zones that are established across the state where positive COVID-19
cases have been reported.
After the delivery of the ordered equipment, the AP state is to undertake the
exercise of randomly testing 8,000 samples from across the state to better
understand the extent of the spread.
The state govt. used the equipment that is used for testing of Tuberculosis on 5
positive cases and 5 negative cases. The results were accurate and hence the
government has decided on a two-step testing process from hereon in some cases.
The Andhra Pradesh state has seen a sharp spike in the number of COVID-19
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positives linked to Tablighi Jamaat prayers at Nizamuddin recently. So far, the state
has reported 304 positive cases in the state.

MHRD launched Samadhan, a challenge to find quick solution to COVID-19
pandemic
The Innovation Cell of the Ministry of Human Resources Development
(MHRD) in collaboration with All India Council for Technical Education (AICTE)
and Forge and InnovatioCuris launched "SAMADHAN", a mega online
challenge, to test the ability of students to innovate.
Samadhan:
Students can participate in the Samadhan challenge.
The participating candidates are expected to search and develop new measures that
can provide quick solutions to the Coronavirus epidemic and other such
calamities. The solution can be made available to the government agencies, health
services, hospitals, and other services
Samadhan will be done to make citizens aware, to motivate them, to face any
challenge, to prevent any crisis and to help people get a livelihood.
Under the Samadhan challenge, the faculty and students can conduct new
experiments and make new discoveries. The experiments should be provided
with a strong base leading to a spirit of experimentation and discovery.
Applications to participate in the competition will start on 7 April 2020. he last
date for submission of application is 14 April 2020.
The names of the contestants after shortlisting will be declared on 17 April 2020.
The contestants are expected to submit their entries between 18-23 April 2020. The
final list of Samadhan will be released on 24 April and the grand online jury will
decide the winners of the challenge on 25 April 2020.

CSIR-CFTRI to provide testing equipment for COVID-19 detection
Mysore-based Council of Scientific and Industrial Research-Central Food
Technological Research Institute (CSIR-CFTRI) has partnered with the district
administration of Mysore, Karnataka to provide enough equipment needed for
testing of samples.
Highlights:
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CSIR-CFTRI is providing two Polymerase Chain Reaction (PCR) machines and
one RNA extraction unit along with necessary chemicals to the district
administration. It helps to deal with such a large number of samples that are to be
tested.
The test for COVID-19 is very sophisticated and is being done in select centres
approved for testing by the Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR). Along
with the equipment, CSIR-CFTRI has deployed two skilled technicians for the
period required by the District Administration.
Mysore Medical College and Research Institute, Mysore college received the PCR
machines on 5 April. It is expected that the centre will triple the number of tests
done per day.
Also, under the partnership the RNA extraction unit will be delivered soon.
PCR method:
Currently, the COVID-19 infection is detected by a sophisticated and precise
technique called Real-Time Polymerase Chain Reaction (PCR) method. As per
the PCR method, the RNA of the virus is extracted from samples and amplification
of the same using a PCR machine. The main advantage of the PCR test is that it can
detect the virus in a person at a very early stage, even symptoms emerge.

India relaxed ban on exports of paracetamol, hydroxychloroquine drugs
The Government of India has relaxed a ban on exports of paracetamol and
hydroxychloroquine (HCQ) that are used to treat COVID-19. The drugs are
currently placed in the licensed category. The move came as the US President
Donald Trump had threatened India with retaliation if India rejected the US's
demand for the supply of hydroxychloroquine.
Ban relaxation:
Doctors and scientists are divided over the efficacy of hydroxychloroquine drug
which is used to treat malaria and auto-immune diseases. It has been found that the
drug hydroxychloroquine is the key to battle the infection.
A panel led by drug pricing regulator Shubhra Singh was tasked with assessing the
capability and the manufacturing capacity of domestic pharmaceutical companies.
The decision was taken after verifying stock availability in the country.
India is one of the biggest manufacturers of the drug across the world.
The US along with 30 countries, including South Asian neighbours and key global
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partners in West Asia, had asked India to lift the ban on the export of
hydroxychloroquine drugs.

DST to fund IIT-Bombay to develop a gel for nasal passage to prevent
coronavirus entry
Science and Engineering Research Board (SERB) of the Department of Science
and Technology (DST) is to support and fund a technology by the Department of
Biosciences and Bioengineering (DBB), IIT-Bombay to capture and inactivate
novel coronavirus.
Highlights:
The funding by SERB will help DBB of IIT-Bombay to develop a gel that can be
applied to the nasal passage, which is a major entry point of the coronavirus.
The solution is expected to protect the safety of health workers and lead to a
reduction in community transmission of COVID-19.
It will help to manage the spread of coronavirus.
The health providers including doctors and nurses are at maximum risk as they
work closely with the contagious COVID-19.
The researchers are planning for a 2-pronged approach to limit the transmission of
the SARS-CoV-2 virus.
Firstly, the viruses replicate within host cells of the lungs, the first component of
the strategy will be to inhibit the binding of viruses to host cells. This is expected
to reduce infection in the host cell, and the viruses that will still remain active
should be inactivated.
Secondly, a method where biological molecules that are incorporated, would
inactivate the trapped viruses in a manner similar to that of detergents. The
successful completion of the project will lead to the development of gels that can be
locally applied in the nasal cavity.
The team who work on the project has expertise in the areas encompassing
virology, structural biology, biophysics, biomaterials, and drug delivery. It is
expected that the technology would be ready in about 9 months.

SCTIMST developed disinfected barrier-examination booth to examine
COVID-19 patients
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Scientists at Sree Chitra Tirunal Institute for Medical Sciences and Technology
(SCTIMST) have designed and developed a disinfected barrier-examination booth
to examine COVID-19 patients. It is a thoughtfully designed protective booth with
clinician inputs.
Disinfected examination booth:
The innovative disinfected examination booth is closed like a telephone booth. It
has been designed to examine the patient without direct contact with the doctor to
prevent transmission of infection.
The booth is equipped with a lamp, table fan, rack, and Ultraviolet (UV) light.
The booth is installed with UV light that disinfects the chamber after each patient
leaves.
The UV light installed in the booth has a wavelength of 254nm with a 15 watts
rating, which effectively removes most of the viral load within 3 minutes of
exposure.
A pair of gloves is provided in the examination booth to examine the patient's
physical status. An entry tunnel on the side frame of the booth is provided to pass a
Stethoscope within the chamber. This feature would help the doctor to place a
stethoscope on the patient and listen to heart and breath sounds.
After examination, the patient will vacate the chamber. Immediately after that, UV
light will be turned on for 3 minutes. When UV exposure in the chamber is
completed, the next patient can be examined.
The Examination Booth has dimensions of 210 cm (H) X 150cm (D) X 120cm
(W). It is designed in a way that the booth provides enough space for the patient.
SCTIMST:
SCTIMST was established in 1976 by the Indian Government. The autonomous
institute functions under the Department of Science and Technology (DST),
Ministry of Science & Technology. It is located in Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala,
India. It is one of the premier research Institutes and centers in India.

FastSense Diagnostics develops rapid diagnostic kit for COVID-19 screening
FastSense Diagnostics announced that it is currently developing two modules for
the detection of COVID-19. The startup is being funded by the Department of
Science and Technology (DST).
Highlights:
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The major challenges of testing for COVID-19 are speed, cost, accuracy, and
accessibility at the point-of-care or use.
The company is to roll out two products.
One is a modified Polymerase chain reaction (PCR) based detection kit for
confirmatory analysis in less time compared to existing detection methods.
Approximately 50 samples can be tested in an hour.
The second is a portable chip-based module for rapid screening of the target
population based on the on-chip sensing technology that would provide on the spot
results in less than 15 min per sample.
The sample size for confirmatory tests can also be increased in the future to 100
samples/ hour.
The point of care detection kits of FastSense Diagnostics that can provide on the
spot detection rapidly and without highly trained technicians could boost India's
testing efforts in the fight against COVID-9.
The two proposed modules by the company will be deployed at any real locations
and hotspots like hospitals, airports, densely populated areas where screening of
population can be done to prevent the spread of coronavirus to healthy individuals.
The data can be generated with ease in less than an hour.
It is believed that the company will make it with less cost and more affordable.

Essential services, medicines delivered at doorstep of patients by Swasth ke
Sipahi under PMBJP
Swasth ke Sipahi pharmacists of Pradhan Mantri Jan Aushadhi Kendra
(PMJAK) are delivering essential services and medicines at the doorstep of
patients and elderly under Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya Janaushadhi Pariyojana
(PMBJP) during the nationwide lockdown.
Swasth ke Sipahi:
The pharmacist is working as part of PMJAK. Currently, they are extending
essential services by making available quality generic medicines at affordable
prices to the common people of the country and the elderly persons at their
doorstep to fight the Corona pandemic.
Swasth ke Sipahi is supporting the government's initiative of practicing social
distancing.
PMJAK:
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PMJAKs are being run by the Bureau of Pharma PSUs of India (BPPI) under the
Department of Pharmaceuticals, Ministry of Chemicals & Fertilizers, Government
of India. The main objective of PMJAK is to provide quality and affordable
healthcare to anyone in need. Currently, more than 6300 PMJAKs are functioning
across the nation, covering 726 districts of the country.

Indian researchers begin novel coronavirus genome sequencing
Centre for Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR) Centre for Cellular and
Molecular Biology (CCMB), Hyderabad and Institute of Genomics and
Integrative Biology (IGIB), New Delhi began research on the whole genome
sequencing of novel coronavirus for the first time.
Genome Sequencing:
Genome Sequencing will help scientists to understand the evolution of the virus,
how dynamic it is and how fast it imitates.
The study will help to know how fast it evolves and what are the future aspects of
it.
3-4 people from each institute are continuously working on the whole genome
sequencing. At least 200-300 isolates will be studied and the information would
help them to make some further conclusions about the behaviour of this virus.
National Institute of Virology (NIV), Pune has also been requested to give a
virus that has been isolated from different places.
It is expected that the virus will help the institutes to establish the family tree of the
virus.
How it is done?
The whole-genome sequencing method is used to determine the complete
Deoxyribonucleic acid (DNA) sequence of the genome of a specific organism.
For genome sequencing, samples from patients that have been found to be positive
should be taken and sent to a sequencing centre. The method needs a very large
number of samples for the study. Without much data, no conclusion can be made
right. With around a few hundred sequencing, scientists can make many inferences
from many biological aspects of this virus.

ILO reported 400 million workers in India may face poverty due to COVID-19
crisis
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United Nations' International Labour Organization (ILO) reported that the
Indian economy is to face catastrophic consequences in the second quarter of
2020 in the wake of the COVID-19 outbreak.
ILO's report highlights:
In its report titled 'ILO Monitor 2nd edition: COVID-19 and the world of work',
ILO described COVID-19 pandemic as "the worst global crisis since World War
II".
It stated that about 400 million people working in the informal economy in India
are at risk of falling deeper into poverty due to the coronavirus crisis.
The report highlighted that the economic breakdown will wipe out 195 million fulltime jobs or 6.7% of working hours globally in the second quarter of the year
2020.
The COVID-19 pandemic might cause a catastrophic effect on working hours and
earnings across the globe.
International Labour Organization (ILO):
ILO was forme in 1919. It became the United Nation's first specialized agency in
1946. Currently, there are 187 members. ILO brings together governments,
employers, and workers and set labour standards, devise programs. It also develops
policies to promote decent work for all women and men across the world. The main
objective of ILO is to promote rights at work, enhance social protection, encourage
decent employment opportunities, and strengthen dialogue on work-related issues.

Centre extended 7th Economic Census data collection period by 6 months
The Government of India has announced the extension of the data collection
period for the Seventh Economic Census by 6 months, that is, till 30 September
2020. The announcement was made by the Ministry of Statistics & Programme
Implementation (MoSPI).
The survey engaged around 1 million people in fieldwork. The data is collected
through the door to door survey of each household and commercial establishment.
It is done under the provisions of the Collection of Statistics Act 2008.
Background:
The economic census is conducted in 2020 after a gap of five years. For the survey
data collection, MoSPI has partnered with CSC e-Governance Services India
Ltd. Earlier, the MoSPI had put on hold several economic surveys including the
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measurement of domestic tourism, unemployment, and a multiple indicator survey,
due to the COVID-19 pandemic. The 7th Economic Census survey is being carried
out since 29 June 2019. But the speed of data collection was slow.

DoPT launches digital learning platform to train COVID-WARRIORS
The Department of Personnel and Training (DoPT), under the Ministry of
Personnel, Public Grievances & Pensions,is to launch "iGOT platform," a learning
platform to combat COVID-19 for all front-line workers. The digital platform to
train all healthcare people who fight against coronavirus in India.
DoPT's iGOT platform:
DoPT aims to equip the front-line workers, including doctors, nurses and health
care workers, with quality training and updates to cope up with the Pandemic.
The guidelines are made available in https://igot.gov.in.
The move is to provide appropriate training to them for the subsequent stages of
the pandemic and training to other potential second line workforce so that the
country can be better prepared for the emergent situations.
The platform delivers curated and role-specific content, to each learner/user at his
place of work or home in any device of the choice.
Who are the front-line workers?
The front-line workers and the target group of people are the Doctors, Nurses,
Paramedics, Hygiene Workers, Technicians, Auxiliary Nursing Midwives
(ANMs), Central & State Government Officers, Police Organisations, National
Cadet Corps (NCC), Civil Defence Officials, Nehru Yuva Kendra Sangathan
(NYKS), Indian Red Cross Society (IRCS), Bharat Scouts & Guides (BSG),
National Service Scheme (NSS), and other volunteers who participate in the fight
against COVID-19.
What are the topics?
iGOT platform has been designed to population scale and will provide training and
benefit around 1.50 crore workers and volunteers.
Initially, 9 courses on iGOT platform have been launched on topics like Basics of
COVID, ICU Care and Ventilation Management, Clinical Management,
Infection Prevention through Personal protective equipment (PPE), Infection
Control and Prevention, Quarantine and Isolation, Laboratory Sample Collection
and Testing, Management of COVID-19 Cases, COVID-19 Training.

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(April 6 - April 12, 2020)

COVID-WARRIORS can learn about the ways to respond to the prevailing and
emergent situations, by keeping themselves updated in a real-time manner.
The platform can be accessed by following an easy to use manual for desktop and
mobile versions, thereby making it accessible for all.

Indian Railways uses Timetabled Parcel Trains to boost supply chain
Indian Railways introduced"Timetabled Parcel Train services" for nationwide
transportation of essential commodities and other goods. The move by the
Railways is to boost the supply chain across the country amid the major
lockdown. The unhindered services offered by Indian Railways is expected to boost
the availability of vital goods required for ordinary citizens, industry, and
agriculture.
Time Tabled Parcel Trains:
Time Tabled Parcel Trains are planned according to the demand of the
customers. With this, the Indian Railways makes sure that all the parts of the
country are connected.
The trains connect vital corridors of the country namely Bengaluru, Chennai,
Delhi, Hyderabad, Mumbai, and Kolkata.
Under this service, proper connectivity has been ensured to Guwahati in order to
ensure supplies in the North-eastern region of the country.
Over 90 routes and 109 trains for Parcel Special Trains were notified since the start
of the lock-down. The train service connects all the important cities of India for the
transportation of vital goods at a fast speed. These services might be scaled up.
The Time Tabled Parcel Trains delivers Milk Specials, Milk products, and Food
products as per the customers' demand.

CSIR-CECRI partners with 3D Lycan for Face Shield
CSIR-Central Electrochemical Research Institute (CECRI) at Karaikudi, Tamil
Nadu, has developed a series of lab-made Personal protective equipment (PPEs) to
fight COVID-19 pandemic. CSIR-CECRI partnered with 3D Lycan, Bangalore
company to increase the mass production of Face Shield.
Measures by CSIR-CECRI:
The PPEs prepared by CSIR-CECRI include Hand sanitizer solutions, as per the
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World Health Organization (WHO) recommendations, Hand washes solutions
using coconut oil and Sodium hypochlorite based disinfectant solutions.
These solutions are packed in containers, printed for instructions to use and
distributed to the needy organizations at free of cost.
It benefits the nearby Municipal Corporation, Govt. Medical College Hospital,
Govt. Hospital, other police stations, and few nationalized banks, among others.
Digital training to make face masks:
CSIR-CECRI is also offering digital training to make face masks by interested rural
women to help and cater to the needs of the people.A 3D printed face shield with
reusable options has been given to the Dispensary staff of CSIR-CECRI to protect
them effectively from a sneeze, cough and aerosol communication of the patients.It
also launched the preparation method for electrochemical synthesis of hypo-chlorite
(Disinfectant) to MSMEs to increase the production rate.
Note:
For hand sanitizers, WHO has recommended the presence of 75% Iso-propanol,
1.45% Glycerol, 0.125% Hydrogen peroxide and lemongrass oil for fragrance.
CSIR-CECRI:
Established on: 1953
Location: Karaikudi, Tamil Nadu
Director: Dr. N. Kalaiselvi
CECRI functions under the Council of Scientific and Industrial Research
(CSIR). CECRI is the premier institution for research and development in
electrochemical Science & Technology in India.

TRIFED collaborates with UNICEF to launch a digital campaign for Tribal
Gatherers safety
Tribal Cooperative Marketing Development Federation of India (TRIFED)
has partnered with United Nations International Children's Emergency Fund
(UNICEF) to ensure the tribal gatherers carry on their work safely. The partnership
aims to develop a digital communication strategy for promoting a digital campaign
for Self Help Groups (SHGs) to highlight the importance of Social Distancing.
Collaboration Provision:
As per the partnership, UNICEF will provide the necessary support to be circulated
to the SHG centers in the form of Digital Multimedia content; Webinars for
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Virtual training basic orientation on COVID response, key preventive behaviors;
Social Media campaigns on social distancing, home quarantine; and Vanya Radio.
TRIFED joined with the Art of Living Foundation #iStandWithHumanity
Initiative with a Stand With Tribal Families component to provide much-needed
food and ration for the survival of the tribal community.
The webinar to promote the campaign will be held on 9 April 2020. The initiative
aims to cover tribal regions across all the 27 States.
So far, a total of 1205 Van Dhan Vikas Kendras (VDVKs) have been sanctioned
in 27 States and 1 Union Territory (UT). It involves around 18,075 Van Dhan Self
Help Groups.
Also, 15,000 of the SHGs will be promoted as Van Dhan Social Distancing
Awareness cum Livelihood Centers' through a digital training program. It will
create awareness and share about Do's and Don'ts Advisories during COVID-19,
provide suggestive practices for maintaining personal hygiene, adopt cashless
practices, among others.

Centre to extend national lockdown to contain COVID-19 pandemic
Prime Minister Narendra Modi has announced that the ongoing national
lockdown might be extended by 15 days due to the threat and challenge posed by
the coronavirus pandemic. The decision will be made after discussion with all the
Chief Ministers on 11 April.
Will the lockdown be extended?
The 21-day nationwide lockdown in India was imposed with immediate effect on
25 March with an aim to curb the spread of COVID-19. Lifting the lockdown on 14
April, as decided earlier, might worsen the situation and surge the number of
COVID-19 cases in the country.
Now, as the Centre is planning to extend the lockdown, it might affect more than
400 million daily wage earners in India.
Measures suggested by State Governments:
The Centre urged the State governments and local authorities to take efforts to
build a political consensus on containing the pandemic and lockdown restrictions.
The leaders and authorities of the State government/ Union Territories (UT) have
suggested the Central government to draw a detailed plan to help farmers, daily
wage labourers and revive the rural economy.

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(April 6 - April 12, 2020)

Centre should consider the need to provide more financial help to the poor, farmers
and daily wagers, releasing of goods and services tax dues to states.
Centre should focus on providing adequate personal protective equipment
(PPEs) to health workers in the country.

DST funds Genrich Membranes to develop membrane oxygenator equipment
Department of Science and Technology (DST) is to support and provide funding
to the Genrich Membranes, a spin-off company, based on proprietary technology
licensed from CSIR-National Chemical Laboratory, Pune to increase the membrane
oxygenator equipment (MOE). MOE is developed to treat COVID-19
patients. The equipment was successfully tested at Genrich.
Membrane Oxygenator Equipment:
Innovative-based MOE is an indigenous hollow-fiber membrane technology that
enriches oxygen in the air up to 35% under pressure of 4-7 bar, using an oil-free
compressor.
MOE consists of membrane cartridge, oil-free compressor, output flowmeter,
humidifier bottle, nasal-cannula, and tubing and fittings. The compressed, filtered
air which comes out from the compressor is fed to the membrane cartridge. It
selectively permeates oxygen over nitrogen offering oxygen-enriched air as the
product at the ambient pressure. The membrane cartridge can distinguish oxygen
and nitrogen restricts the passage of viruses, bacteria, and particulate matter. The
product air is of medical grade.
The equipment does not need trained manpower for its operation. It is portable,
compact, and needs minimum maintenance. It is provided with a plug-and-play
facility providing on-site and quick-start oxygen-enriched air.
Medical grade oxygen-enriched air is the need of the hour facility to treat
COVID-19 situations.
The device has been designed to meet the requirement of respiratory interventions
to treat breathlessness of the patients who have been released from Intensive Care
Units (ICU).

I-T department to release all pending income tax refunds to benefit 14 lakh
taxpayers

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(April 6 - April 12, 2020)

The Centre has announced that it is to issue all the pending income-tax refunds up
to Rs.5 lakh immediately. The move by the Centre is to provide immediate relief
to the business entities and individuals.
I-T refunds:
An income tax (I-T) refund is due to a taxpayer/individual when the tax deducted
from his/her income in a particular financial year is higher than his/her total income
tax liability.
The I-T refunds will benefit around 14 lakh taxpayers across India.
The I-T department of the Ministry of Finance will also release all Goods and
Service Tax (GST) and custom refunds to around 1 lakh business entities,
including micro, small and medium enterprises (MSME).
A total refund grant of approximately Rs.18,000 crore will be released to the
business entities.
Income Tax Department:
Formed: 1860
Headquarters: New Delhi
Minister responsible: Nirmala Sitharaman, Finance Minister
Chairman: Pramod Chandra Modi
Income Tax Department functions under the Ministry of Finance. The department
is headed by the Central Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT). It enforces various
direct tax laws, to collect revenue for the Government of India.

NCL partners with BEL to speed up the manufacturing of Digital IR
Thermometer
CSIR-National Chemical Laboratory (NCL) Pune, Maharashtra has designed and
developed Digital IR Thermometer to held in the help in the mitigation of the
Coronavirus outbreak. NCL has partnered with Bharat Electronics Ltd, Pune
(BEL) to speed up the manufacture of the newly designed thermometer.
Digital IR Thermometer:
CSIR-NCL developed a handheld digital Infra-Red (IR) thermometer. It is the
primary and important component that is used to measure Coronavirus infection.
Digital IR Thermometer can be charged using a mobile phone or power bank as a
power source.
NCL has made the design of IR thermometers available in open source to
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manufacturers across India for free. The guidelines give complete details about the
manufacturing ready hardware and software design.
The effort is to enable a large number of manufacturers to manufacture the
thermometers and cater to their local demands.
About 100 prototype units will be made for pilot distribution and testing at TUV
Rheinland India Pvt Ltd Bangalore.
NCL:
Established: 1950
Location: Pune, Maharashtra
National Chemical Laboratory (NCL) is a government based laboratory that
functions under the aegis of the Council of Scientific & Industrial Research
(CSIR) India. NCL has a wide research scope and specializes in organic chemistry,
catalysis, chemical engineering, biochemical sciences, process development,
polymer science among others.

Dr. Jitendra Singh distributed 2200 Essential kits to the needy families in
Delhi
Kendriya Bhandar that functions under the Department of Personnel and
Training (DoPT) has taken the unique initiative of providing "Essentials Kits" to
needy families in Delhi due to the COVID-19 crisis. The Kits were delivered by
Union Minister of Personnel, Public Grievances, Pensions and DoNER Dr. Jitendra
Singh.
The Minister handed over 2200 Essential Kits to needy families in the wake of
COVID-19. Each such Kit consists of 9 items which will help the needy to help
them sustain during the lockdown. The kit includes 3 Kg of Rice, 3 Kg of Wheat
Flour, 2 kg of Dal, 1 lt of Cooking Oil, 500 gms of Chiwda/Poha, 1 kg of Salt, a
Bathing Soap bar, a Detergent Soap bar, 3 pockets of Biscuits.1700 kits were
handed to SDM, Civil Lines, Central Delhi District, and the remaining 500 kits will
be given to DM (Central).

Fuel demand may decline to 40 percent in April amid lockdown
A report by India Ratings stated that the fuel demand witnessed a fall by around
20% in March amid the lockdown due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Also, capacity
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utilization levels have fallen to 50% in March.
Report Highlights:
The decline in the fuel demand will impact pricing and increase borrowing costs
for oil marketing companies.
It stated that the fuel demand will decline further to 40% in the month of April
2020.
This is due to the 21-day national lockdown because of which individuals have
remained indoors, shops and businesses shut, and vehicular movement, including
the airlines, railways, trucks and private vehicles, remaining off the roads.
The report also stated that the capacity utilization has remained high for oil
marketing companies (OMCs) whose sales to own production ratio is significantly
high, as they lowered external purchases while ensuring their refineries run at full
utilization.

MoHUA launches revised version of Swachhata App to handle queries specific
to COVID-19 pandemic
The Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs (MoHUA) announced the launch of
a revised version of the existing "Swachhata-MoHUA App". The pilot version of
the revised version of the App is being tested. After its feedback, it will be launched
across India.
Swachhata-MoHUA App:
The Swachhata-MoHUA App is a highly popular grievance redressal tool for
citizens. It functions under the Swachh Bharat Mission (Urban) and already has
over 1.7 Crore+ urban users across the country.
The app has now been modified and strengthened further in order to enable citizens
to get their COVID-related complaints also redressed by their respective Urban
Local Bodies (ULBs).
The revised version of the Swachhata App includes 9 categories to better support
citizens during this COVID pandemic.
The nine categories of the revised Swachhata App are:
1. Request for Fogging and Sanitation during COVID-19
2. Violation of Quarantine during COVID-19
3. Violation of Lockdown during COVID-19
4. Report Suspected case of COVID-19
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5. Request Food during COVID-19
6. Request Shelter during COVID-19
7. Request Medicine during COVID-19
8. Request assistance for COVID-19 patient Transport
9. Request Waste Pickup from Quarantine Area
Swachhata App serves as an effective digital tool that enables the citizens to play
an active role in the Swachhata of their cities and increase accountability on the part
of ULBs.

SCTIMST design super absorbent material for safe management of infected
respiratory secretions
Scientists at Sree Chitra Tirunal Institute for Medical Sciences and Technology
(SCTIMST) have designed and developed the "Chitra Acrylosorb Secretion
Solidification System," a highly efficient superabsorbent material for liquid
respiratory and other body fluid solidification. It can also be used as a disinfection
for the safe management of infected respiratory secretions.
What is the need?
Generally, in the ICU, the secretions of the patients are sucked by a suction
machine into bottles or canisters. It should be emptied when it gets full. It
includes the decontamination process in a sluice room and discarded through the
waste fluid disposal systems. Hence, well-equipped sluice rooms with disinfection
facilities, which is an issue in less well-equipped hospitals or makeshift isolation
wards during epidemics.
Chitra Acrylosorb Secretion Solidification System:
The newly designed superabsorbent material can be effective in the safe
management of infected respiratory secretions. In the developed system, suction
canisters, disposable spit bags have been designed with "AcryloSorb" technology.
AcryloSorb can absorb liquids at least 20 times more than its dry weight and also
contains a decontaminant for in situ disinfection.
Containers filled with this material will immobilize the contaminated fluid by
solidifying it in a gel-like form. It will avoid spillage and will also disinfect it. The
canister containing the solidified waste canister can then be decomposed as all
other biomedical waste by incineration. This technology reduces the risk for the
hospital staff, the need for personnel for disinfecting and cleaning the bottles and
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canisters for reusing them and makes the disposal safer and easier. It will reduce the
risk faced by the nursing and cleaning staff with highly contagious diseases such as
COVID-19.

SC directs private labs to make COVID-19 test free of cost
The Supreme Court (SC), in an interim order, directed the government to make
COVID-19 testing by private laboratories free of charge. Currently, the Private
lab charges are capped at Rs.4,500 apiece whereas the test is free at government
facilities. The move by the SC comes as the fee charged for testing may not be
affordable for most people.
Highlights:
The order stated that Private hospitals and labs must play an important role in
containing the scale of the pandemic by extending philanthropic services in the
hour of national crisis.
It said that the tests must be carried out in labs that are certified by the National
Accreditation Board for Testing and Calibration Laboratories (NABL) or
agencies approved by the World Health Organisation (WHO) and the Indian
Council of Medical Research (ICMR).
There are 118 government labs in India that can afford only 15,000 tests. Hence
the SC asked the Central government to tie up private test labs.
It directed the corporates to reimburse Rs.2,000-2,500 through corporate social
responsibility (CSR) to private labs so that their material costs can be recovered.

Centre to deposit Rs.1,000 in women PMJDY accounts in two installments
Ministry of Finance announced Rs.500 has been deposited in each Pradhan
Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana (PMJDY) account held by women for the month of
April and Rs.500 more will be given over the month of May in equal installments.
A total of 38.08 crore accounts are benefitting under the PMJDY. Out of it, 20.60
crore accounts are held by women across India. As of 1 April 2020, the deposits
in the PMJDY accounts stood at over Rs 1.19 lakh crore. The aim is to provide help
and support to the people amid the lockdown due to the COVID-19 outbreak.
Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana (PMJDY):
PMJDY was launched on 28 August 2014. It was launched by Prime Minister
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Narendra Modi with an aim to provide universal access to banking facilities to all
households. The main objective of the scheme is to expand and provide affordable
access to financial services like bank accounts, remittances, credit, insurance, and
pensions.

Centre to announce second coronavirus stimulus worth Rs.1 lakh crore to help
small firms
Centre is to announce around Rs.1 lakh crore ($13 billion) stimulus and focus on
help for small and medium businesses that are suffering due to the coronavirus
outbreak.
Highlights:
The second package is expected to focus largely on MSMEs.
As per a government estimate, Small businesses in India account for nearly onequarter of India's $2.9 trillion economies. The sector employs more than 500
million workers.
The new package could include raising in the limits of bank loans for working
capital needs, an increase in the threshold limits for availing tax exemptions and
relaxing rules for deposits of income tax and other dues.
The Industry body AIMO, which represents around 100,000 small manufacturers
said that more than two-thirds of its members faced problems in paying salaries.
Background:
Earlier, India outlined an Rs.1.7 lakh crore ($22.6 billion) economic stimulus
plan to provide direct cash transfers and food security measures to give relief to
millions of poor hit by an ongoing 21-day nationwide lockdown to curb the spread
of Coronavirus pandemic.

Government to sanction Rs.15,000 crore to strengthen Indias fight against
COVID-19 outbreak
The Government of India sanctioned Rs.15,000 crore package to strengthen
India's fight against the novel coronavirus. The amount will be used for COVID-19
Emergency Response and Health System Preparedness Package.
COVID-19 Funds:
Out of the Rs.15,000 crore fund allocated by the Central government, Rs.7,774
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crore will be used for immediate COVID-19 Emergency Response. The rest of
the amount will be used for medium-term support of 1-4 years.
The COVID-19 Emergency Response and Health System Preparedness Package
will be implemented in three phases. The first phase will be from January 2020 to
June 2020, the second phase from July 2020 to March 2021 and the third phase
from April 2021 to March 2024.
The fund will be shared among all states and union territories (UTs).
The main objectives of the package include mounting emergency response to slow
and limit COVID-19 in India through the development of diagnostics and
COVID-19 dedicated treatment facilities.
The fund also includes several measures like centralized procurement of essential
medical equipment and drugs required for treatment of infected patients, setting up
of laboratories and bolster surveillance activities, biosecurity preparedness, build
resilient National and State health systems to support prevention and preparedness
for future disease outbreaks, pandemic research and proactively engage
communities and conduct risk communication activities.
So far, the Health Ministry has already disbursed Rs.4,113 crore to all the States
and UTs for dealing with the emergency COVID response.

Haryana launched free helpline to help farmers in procurement during Rabi
Season
The Haryana State Government has set up a 24x7 Toll-free helpline facility for
procurement during Rabi Season 2020 and also ensuring social distancing norms.
The aim of the move is to facilitate the farmers during the Rabi procurement season
in these difficult times of the COVID-19 Pandemic.
Highlights:
Haryana State Agricultural Marketing Board (HSAMB) launched a
dedicated 24x7 Toll-free helpline No. 1800-180-2060 with thirty lines has been
established in Panchkula, the Head Office of HSAMB.
The Helpline room staff will operate in three shifts namely 7 am to 3 pm, 3 pm to
10 pm and 10 pm to 7 am, to make the facility available round the clock.
The facility will be fully operationalized by 13 April 2020.
The issues of the farmers will be broadly categorized into three parts namely
procurement-related issues, infrastructure-related issues, and Corona related
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issues.
All the calls received on the Helpline number from the farmers will be recorded by
the operators.
The state has distributed a layout plan for every mandi and procurement centre to
all districts.
It aims to ensure that no farmer, labourer, arhtia or transporter gets infected with
COVID-19.
The state government has agreed to procure grain of wheat, gram, mustard and
sunflower of every farmer of Haryana at Minimum Support Price (MSP).

China launched new trial protocol for retesting the recovered coronavirus
patients
China has unveiled a new trial protocol for re-testing the recovered coronavirus
patients. The protocol intensifies the screening of asymptomatic cases as concerns
grew over the second wave of virus infections in the country.
Highlights:
The move by the China government comes after it lifted the 76-day lockdown in
Wuhan.
According to the protocol, recovered COVID-19 patients must stay in quarantine
for 14 days either at their home or in an isolation centre for medical observation.
During the quarantine/isolation period, COVID-19 recovered patients should take
their temperatures daily and be on the lookout for fever and respiratory symptoms
including cough and breathing difficulties.
COVID-19 designated hospitals should make plans for patients' return visits and retesting for the next 2-4 weeks after their discharge. The sputum samples of the
patients, which are more reliable, should be the first choice for re-testing.
If they are positive again by showing symptoms including fever and cough, and
CT scan results show their lung conditions have worsened, the patients should be
hospitalized for further treatment.
The recovered people can only be released from quarantine/isolation upon two
consecutive negative nucleic acid test results.
China:
President: Xi Jinping
Capital: Beijing
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Currency: Renminbi (yuan)

ICMR unveiled new strategy for COVID-19 testing in India
Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) has released a new strategy for
COVID-19 testing in India, hotspots, cluster, large migration gatherings or
evacuees centres.
New strategy:
The new strategy for COVID-19 testing, provided by ICMR, includes all
symptomatic individuals who have undertaken international travel in the last 14
days and all symptomatic contacts of laboratory-confirmed cases.
All the symptomatic health care workers and all patients with severe acute
respiratory illness like fever, cough, and shortness of breath should be tested.
Asymptomatic direct and high-risk contacts of a confirmed case should be tested
once between 5th day and 14 days of coming in his or her contact.
People who are in hotspots, marked by Health and Family Welfare Ministry,
with symptomatic having fever, cough, sore throat, and runny nose will undergo
real-Time Reverse transcription-polymerase Chain Reaction (rRT-PCR) test
within seven days of illness.
After 7 days of illness antibody test will be done if rRT-PCR confirms it negative.
ICMR:
Formed on: 1911
Headquarters: New Delhi
Secretary & Director General: Dr. Balram Bhargava
ICMR formulates, coordinates and promotes biomedical research in India. It
functions under the Department of Health Research, Ministry of Health and Family
Welfare (MHoFW). It is funded by the Government of India.

Delhi govt. launched Operation SHIELD to contain COVID-19 pandemic
The Delhi government launched 'Operation SHIELD' in 21 containment zones in
the state. The announcement was made by the Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal.
Operation SHIELD:
Operation SHIELD aims to curb the spread of COVID-19 pandemic.
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People who are living in containment areas have been directed to cooperate in
implementing Operation SHIELD.
S-Sealing of area
The government sealed the area immediately and its surroundings after
geographical marking following positive cases there.
H-Home quarantine
As a second move of the operation, people in the sealed areas will be kept under
Home quarantine.
I-Isolation of infected patients
The Delhi government will isolate the COVID-19 infected people and keep them
monitored at the isolation centre
E-Essential services ensured
Under the operation, the government ensures the home-delivery of essential items.
L-Local sanitization
In this fifth step, the government will sanitize the select areas by the local
authorities
D- Door to door survey
In the last step, the government will check door-to-door houses to ascertain
whether anybody in containment has a cough or any other symptoms of COVID-19.
The Delhi government has made it compulsory for people to wear masks while
stepping out of their houses.
Under the operation, the people who misbehave with the healthcare personnel will
be punished. The operation by the government is a strict measure to protect them
and others from COVID-19.

CRPF celebrated 55th CRPF Valour Day on 9 April
The Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) celebrated the 55th CRPF Valour
Day (Shaurya Diwas) on 9 April 2020. On the occasion, President of India Ram
Nath Kovind paid homage to police martyrs at National Police Memorial in New
Delhi.
CRPF Valour Day or Shaurya Diwas:
The 55th CRPF Valour Day commemorates the defence of the Sardar Post in the
Rann of Kutch at the onset of the India-Pakistan War of 1965.
On the night of 8 and 9 April 1965, nearly 3500 men from the 51st Infantry of
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Pakistani Army invaded India at Sardar Post with a mission to capture the
Indian territory defended by Sardar Post. The Pakistani Army comprised 18
Punjab Battalion, 8 Frontier Rifles, and 6 Baluch battalions.
The post was guarded by two battalions of CRPF, roughly 150 soldiers. Compared
to the Pakistani Army, the CRPF soldiers were no match in terms of an arsenal.
Additionally, the terrain was disadvantageous for the defending forces.
A fight ensued in which the Pakistani Army made three attempts to overrun the
post. The battle lasted for 12 hours. In the end, the Pakistani Army fled the
battleground leaving behind 34 of their men dead and CRPF lost six of its brave
soldiers. Ever since the day has been celebrated by the CRPF as the Valour Day or
Shaurya Diwas.
CRPF:
Formed on: 27 July 1939
Headquarters: New Delhi
Minister responsible: Amit Shah, Minister of Home Affairs
Agency executive: A P Maheshwari
CRPF functions under the authority of the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA). The
CRPF is considered as the largest paramilitary force in India.

Haryana doubled salary of Doctors, Nurses, medical professionals dealing with
COVID-19 cases
Haryana state government has announced that it is to double the salary of
Doctors, Nurses and other medical professionals dealing with COVID-19
patients. The announcement was made by the Haryana Chief Minister Manohar Lal
Khattar.
Highlights:
The announcement stated that the salaries of all those engaged in the fight against
COVID-19 including doctors, nurses, paramedical staff, Class IV staff, Ambulance
staff, Testing Lab staff will be doubled.
It will be applicable until the coronavirus period ends.
The state also announced that professionals will get ex-gratia benefits between
Rs.50 lakh and Rs.10 lakh if they are not covered under the new insurance cover
announced by the Centre.
The move is to support and thank the doctors and medical professionals who are
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fighting this battle like soldiers and risking their lives to save humanity.
Haryana:
Governor: Satyadev Narayan Arya
Chief Minister: Manohar Lal Khattar
Statehood: 1 November 1966
Capital: Chandigarh
Bird: Black francolin
Flower: Lotus
Tree: Peepal

MHRD launched Bharat Padhe Online campaign
Union Minister for Human Resource Development Shri Ramesh Pokhriyal
Nishank' has launched the 'Bharat Padhe Online' campaign on 10 April in New
Delhi. The campaign aimed for crowdsourcing of Ideas for Improving the Online
Education ecosystem of India.
Aim:
A week-long campaign aims to invite all the best brains in India to share
suggestions and solutions directly with the Ministry of Human Resource
Development to overcome constraints of online education while promoting the
available digital education platforms.
Bharat Padhe Online:
Ideas can be shared on bharatpadheonline.mhrd@gmail.com and on twitter by
using # BharatPadheOnline up to 16 April 2020.
While using Twitter one must tag @HRDMinistry and @DrRPNishank so that
the ideas can be notified to them.
Students and teachers are the main target audience of the campaign.
It aims to improve existing online education methods.
The teachers and students can suggest their ideas and queries about what is lacking
in the existing online platforms and how can it be made more engaging.
Educators across the country have been asked to contribute with their expertise and
experience in the field of education.

ICMR validates Truenat beta CoV test for COVID-19 screening tests
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The Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) validated the Truenat beta
CoV test, a tuberculosis testing machine for COVID-19 screening tests. The ICMR
had updated its testing strategy for COVID-19.
Truenat beta CoV test:
The revised strategy ICMR stated that asymptomatic direct and high-risk
contacts of a confirmed case should be tested once between the fifth and fourteenth
day of coming in his/her contact.
ICMR has validated the Truenat beta CoV test on the Truelab workstation. It has
recommended it as a screening test.
Under the test, the throat/nasal swabs will be collected in the viral transport
medium (VTM) with virus lysis buffer provided along with the kit.
Previous studies have shown that virus lysis buffer neutralizes Nipah and H1N1
viruses. The results of the stability of viral RNA after neutralization of SARSCoV-2 by virus lysis buffer are awaited from ICMR-NIV, Pune. Until then, Truenat
beta CoV test should only be performed with all biosafety precautionsin BSL-2 or
BSL-3 setups at laboratories.

CSIR-CMERI develops Disinfection Walkways and Road Sanitizer Unit to
counter coronavirus
CSIR-Central Mechanical Engineering Research Institute (CMERI) has
developed technologies and products namely Disinfection Walkways and Road
Sanitizer Unit. The technologies can help to counter the menacing coronavirus.
Disinfection Walkways:
The two variants of the Disinfection Walkway are Pneumatic Variant
Disinfection Walkway and Hydraulic Variant Disinfection Walkway. This
Walkway ensures maximum target coverage with the minimum shadow area of an
individual.
The Disinfection Walkways can be deployed at multiple critical locations such as
Isolation/Quarantine facilities, Mass Transit System Entry points, Medical Centres
and any other location with a considerable amount of footfall.
Road Sanitizer Unit:
The Road Sanitizer Unit is a tractor-mounted Road Sanitizing System. The Unit
will be displayed on long stretches of highways, vicinity of toll plazas, Housing
Complexes, Office Complexes, Sports Arenas, Apartment buildings and in places
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where there is a massive volume of traffic and higher chances of the infection
spreading.

G-20 finance ministers, central bank Governors to meet on 15 April
G-20 countries are to hold a meeting to discuss the way forward in supporting the
economy after the COVID-19 pandemic on 15 April. From India, the Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman and RBI Governor Shaktikanta Das. The meeting
follows the Extraordinary Energy Ministers meeting of the G-20 countries which
was held on 31 March 2020.
In the meeting, the leaders and the working groups would give their suggestions to
deal with the aftermath of COVID-19. Several rating agencies and surveys have
forecasted lower growth for the world economy with India projected to clock a
30-year low level of growth at 2% in 2020-21. The G-20 ministers are meeting at
a time when rating agencies and economists are saying that the lockdown due to
COVID-19 may lead the world economy into recession.

India to export wheat to Afghanistan and Lebanon under G2G agreement
India has announced that it is to export around one lakh tonnes of wheat to
Afghanistan and Lebanon under the government to government (G2G)
arrangement. India is expecting a record wheat production of 106.21 million tonnes
in 2020 against 2.61 million tonnes more than 2019 output.
Highlights:
National Agricultural Cooperative Marketing Federation of India (Nafed) is to
export 50,000 tonnes to Afghanistan and 40,000 tonnes to Lebanon through a
diplomatic route.
India has been producing more than 100 million tonnes in the past 3 years and
there is surplus wheat in granaries to feed the country.
Ministry of Agriculture is taking various measures to export surplus farm produce
which can boost farmers' income.
The Indian government has also been exporting wheat to African and Asian
countries on the humanitarian ground under the G2G arrangement.

GoI approved ex-gratia compensation for FCI officials in case of death
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Government of India has approved the proposal for a grant of ex-gratia
monetary compensation to 1,08,714 employees and officers of the Food
Corporation of India (FCI). It included 80,000 labour who are working round the
clock to supply food grains across the country amidst the outbreak of COVID-19
pandemic. The announcement was made by union minister for food and consumer
affairs minister Ram Vilas Paswan.
Highlights:
GoI has affirmed its commitment to provide all possible security to the Coronawarriors engaged in providing essentials and services to the common man during
these times of crisis.
As per the provisions, during the six month period, from 24 March 2020 to 23
September 2020 if anybody dies due to COVID-19 infection while on duty with
FCI, the regular FCI labourer will get a compensation of Rs.15 lakh and the
contractual labourer will be entitled to Rs.10 lakh compensation, Category-1
Officers Rs.35 lakh, Category-2 officers will get Rs.30 lakh and Category -3 and 4
workers will get Rs.25 lakh.
At present, the families of FCI employees are entitled to compensation in the event
of death due to terrorist attacks, bomb blast, mob attack or natural disaster. But
regular and contractual labourers are not covered under its provisions.

JK government released Rs.183 crore to MGNREGA beneficiaries
J&K government released Rs.183 crore to the beneficiaries under Mahatma Gandhi
National Rural Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA). The move is to benefit
poor wage seeking households.
Highlights:
The amount was transferred electronically into the accounts of beneficiaries within
a period of 5-6 days. The move benefitted around 15.50 lakh active workers under
MGNREGA in J&K.
Around 12 lakhs transactions were made by the officials of the Department of
Rural Development & Panchayati Raj, J&K.
The release of wages is to help the needy during the 21-day lockdown to combat
the deadly coronavirus that has rendered daily wagers, workers and other
vulnerable households of J&K without any work and livelihood.
The funds were directly transferred into the bank accounts of beneficiaries through
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Public Financial Management System (PFMS) through digitally signed Fund
Transfer Orders.
The move is to help the people not to take a risk by going out to collect the
payment physically.
J&K:
Union territory: 31 October 2019
Districts: 20
Lieutenant Governor: Girish Chandra Murmu
Capital: Shimla (May-October), Jammu (Nov-April)

World homeopathy day is celebrated on 10 April
The World homeopathy day is celebrated on 10 April. The day is celebrated to
honor the birth of the father of the Homoeopathic system of medicines Dr. Samuel
Hahnemann. The year 2020, commemorates the 265th birth anniversary of the
founder of Homoeopathy. The theme of the 2020 World homeopathy day is
"Enhancing the scope of Homoeopathy in Public Health".
Samuel Hahnemann:
Samuel Hahnemann was born on 10 April 1755 in Paris, France. He was a German
physician, a great scholar, a linguist, and an acclaimed scientist. He was famously
known as the Father of Homeopathy, Father of Human Pharmacology, Father
of NanoMedicine and the Father of Infinite Dilution concept in Chemistry. He
invented the term "Homeopathy". He discovered the way to heal through the use
of homeopathy. He died on 2 July 1843.
Homeopathy:
Homeopathy is a system of medicine that follows a natural approach to the
treatment of the sick. This type of medical system is based on the belief that the
body can cure itself.
Homeopathy uses animal, plant, mineral, and synthetic substances in its
preparations and labels them in Latin or faux-Latin vocabulary. It is the world's
second most widely used system of treatment.
History:
World Homoeopathy Day (WHD) is celebrated in India by the Ministry of
AYUSH, Government of India in New Delhi. The week following 10 April, that is
10-16 April is observed as the World Homeopathy Awareness Week.
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NITI Aayog recommended relaxing mandi norms for farmers for 6 months
The policy think tank NITI Aayog recommended to the government that the
Agricultural Produce Market Committee (APMC) Act be kept in suspended
animation for the next 6 months in view of the COVID-19. The NITI Aayog
recommendation was moved by member and agricultural policy expert Ramesh
Chand. It also recommended that it should be done across states even if an
ordinance is required. The aim of the move is to ease pressure on farmers and
ensure a smooth supply of farming goods.
Highlights:
The APMC Act will empower the state governments to specify market areas that
are operated and regulated by market committees. The market area is where farmers
bring their produce for sale.
Any relaxation in the provisions of the Act will have to be done through state
governments.
The recommendation also included that the farmers be allowed to take processed
or cleaned up produce directly to the warehouse. Earlier, the farmers brought the
produce to the mandi.
APMC Act 2003:
The wholesaling of agricultural produce is governed by the Agricultural Produce
Marketing Acts of various State governments in India. The APMC Act empowers
the state governments to notify the commodities, and designate markets and market
areas where the regulated trade takes place. It provides for the formation of APMC
that is responsible for the operation of the markets.
The APMC act aims to develop the efficiency of the marketing system and promote
agri-processing and agricultural exports.

OFB develops cost-effective solution for isolation wards
Ordnance Factory Board (OFB) has developed a cost-effective solution for
isolation wards, Fumigation Chamber, Hand sanitizers and face masks as a
measure to fight against COVID-19 pandemic.
OFB's measures:
Two-Bed Tents:
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The two-bed tents are fitted with medical equipment for screening, isolation, and
quarantine. These special tents can be used for a medical emergency, medical
screening, hospital triage, and quarantine purposes. These tents has a floor area of
9.55 square metre. The floor is made up of waterproof fabric, mild steel, and
aluminum alloy. The tents can be set up in any place, terrain, and help in creating
additional facilities other than those in conventional hospitals within a short period
of time. The tents were manufactured by the Ordnance Equipment Factory, Kanpur.
So far, 50 tents have been sent to the Government of Arunachal Pradesh.
Fumigation Chamber:
The fumigation chamber was developed by Ordnance Factory Ambajhari
(OFAJ) Nagpur. The chamber is created for the purpose of sanitization. It is fully
portable and can be shifted with ease. It is installed at the main entrance of OFAJ
Hospital.
Hand sanitizers and face masks:
Opto Electronics Factory Dehradun of OFB has donated 2,500 bottles (100 ml
each) of hand sanitizers and 1,000 face masks to the Governor, Uttarakhand.
Cordite Factory Aruvankadu of OFB handed over 100 litres of sanitizers to the
Nilgiris District Police authorities in Tamil Nadu.
High Explosives Factory (HEF) in Pune despatched the first batch of 2,500 litres
sanitizers to M/s HLL, Belgavi.
Handwashing System:
Ordnance Factory Dehradun handed over indigenously made pedal-operated
handwashing system fitted with a soap dispenser to the police authorities. Ordnance
Factory Dehu Road, Pune distributed food kits amongst labourers at Dehugaon
village.

SCTIMST to explore convalescent plasma therapy on COVID-19 patients
Sree Chitra Tirunal Institute for Medical Sciences and Technology
(SCTIMST), under the Department of Science and Technology (DST), is to
explore convalescent-plasma therapy for COVID-19. Indian council for medical
research (ICMR) has approved to carry out the novel treatment.
What is Plasma?
Plasma is a component of blood. It is the fluid that carries the blood components
throughout the body. It is the largest part of blood. It makes around 55% of its
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overall content. The liquid is light yellow in colour. It carries water, salts, and
enzymes. Plasma also contains important components like antibodies, clotting
factors, and the proteins albumin and fibrinogen.
Convalescent plasma:
The method was used in the past to treat diseases such as polio, measles, mumps,
1918 flu epidemic, and in previous outbreaks of respiratory infections namely
H1N1 influenza, SARS, and MERS.
Under the Convalescent plasma method, Plasma from people who have recovered
from COVID-19 will be collected. The Convalescent serum, that is the blood
serum, is then administered to a COVID-19 patient. The sick will acquire passive
immunization. It is believed that it might contain antibodies to the virus that causes
the disease and might be effective against the infection.

DST to fund Seagull BioSolutions for vaccine production
The Department of Science and Technology (DST), under the Ministry of
Science & Technology, is to fund Seagull BioSolutions Pvt. Ltd. (SBPL) to
undertake the development of Active Virosome (AV) Vaccine and
Immunodiagnostic kits for COVID-19 emergency.
Active Virosome Technology (AVT):
AVT developed by Seagull Bio can be used for the production of vaccines and
immunotherapeutic agents.
The AVT platform produces novel, non-hazardous and economical Active
Virosome agents expressing desired antigens from the target pathogen. These will
be used to develop a novel vaccine for the prevention of COVID-19 infection and
also immunodiagnostic ELISA kits for COVID-19.
SBPL has planned to produce two types of AV agents, one that expresses S protein
of COVID-19 (AV-S) and another that expresses structural proteins of COVID-19
(AV-SPs).
It is expected that the Immunodiagnostic kits will be ready for field trials by
August 2020 and approved by the end of 10-11 months. The development of the
AV vaccine is expected to take a longer time.

PM Modi interacted with CM to decide extension of nationwide lockdown to
contain COVID-19 spread
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi interacted with Chief Ministers of the country to
decide the further plan of action in combat against COVID-19. PM will take
their feedback on whether the 21 days nation-wide lockdown will be extended
beyond 14 April in a move to contain COVID-19 pandemic.
The video conference meeting was significant as the leaders discussed the
extension of the complete lockdown beyond 14 April. A 21-day complete
lockdown of the entire nation was announced on the 24 March.
States like Punjab and Odisha have already announced extending the lockdown
beyond 14 April when the 21-day shutdown across the country ends on Tuesday.
Prime Minister has already held talks with leaders of various political parties on 8
April and with different stakeholders to seek their views and support to contain the
spread of COVID-19.This is the second time the Prime Minister has discussed the
implementation of lockdown the state/Union Territories authorities. Earlier on 2
April, PM held interactions with the Governors and Lieutenant governors of
States/UTs.

NIPER-G designs innovative 3D products to fight coronavirus spread
Researchers at the National Institute of Pharmaceutical Education and
Research -Guwahati (NIPER-G) developed two products, namely 3D-printed
hands-free object and 3D-printed antimicrobial face-shield in an effort to
control the spread of novel coronavirus, to fight COVID-19 outbreak.
3D-printed hands-free object:
The 3D-printed hands-free object could be used to help open or close doors,
windows, drawers, and refrigerator handle, or press elevator buttons, and
laptop/desktop keyboards, including turning the switch buttons on/off.
It is expected that it might play a key role in transmitting infection from one person
to another through bare hand contacts or contaminated surface sources.
3D-printed antimicrobial face-shield:
The 3D-printed antimicrobial face-shield was designed after a thorough study to
understand the spread of the virus through oral, ophthalmic, olfactory and other
body cavities. It is also low cost, easy to wear, has good chemical stability, nonfragile and is easy to clean with the existing sanitizers or any alcoholic disinfectant.
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TRIFED to supply masks made by tribal artisans
Tribal Cooperative Marketing Development Federation of India Limited
(TRIFED) under the Ministry of Tribal Affairs is to work along with the Tribal
artisans, Self Help Groups (SHGs), Van Dhan Beneficiaries and NGOs. The
move by TRIFED is to offer marketing support of their handloom, handicraft and
natural products.
Highlights:
These suppliers are currently making masks to support the community against the
COVID-19 pandemic.
These suppliers aim to establish a model for creating livelihoods with safety for
them.
TRIFED focuses to identify additional suppliers who can contribute by supplying
masks in the crisis.
To manufacture a mask for protection against coronavirus, the Government of
India has issued guidelines and standards to manufacture masks. Several private
companies are also making masks along with Personal Protective Equipment (PPE)
and ventilators.

Around 32 crore people receive benefits under Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan
Package
Centre has provided over Rs.28,000 crore support through Direct Benefit
Transfer to around 32 crore beneficiaries under Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan
Yojana (PMGKY) announced in view of the COVID-19 pandemic.
GoI's measures:
Ministry of Finance has announced around Rs.14,000 crore to 7 crore farmers
under PM-KISAN. The fund has been directly transferred to approximately.
GoI has also given around Rs.10,000 crore to over 19 crore Pradhan Mantri Jan
Dhan Yojana (PMJDY) women account holders and Rs.3,000 crore to 2 crore
building and other construction workers so far.
Also, over Rs.1400 crore has been transferred in the accounts of around three crore
divyangs, senior citizens and aged widows in the country.

PM Modi discussed lockdown strategy against COVID-19 pandemic with
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Chief Ministers
Prime Minister Narendra Modi discussed with the Chief Ministers of States,
through video conferencing, about the strategy to tackle COVID-19. Several States
requested the Prime Minister to extend the lockdown for two more weeks. The
meeting met with a consensus on the extension of lockdown by another two weeks
in the country. PM directed all the citizens to fulfill their responsibilities and follow
lockdown instructions.
Lockdown extension:
The Prime Minister highlighted the importance of the lockdown to the people. He
also asked the people to adhere to Social Distancing in saving people's lives. He
also stated that the motto of the government earlier was Jaan hai to jahaan hai' but
now is Jaan bhi jahaan bhi'.
It should be noted that the combined efforts of Centre and the States have reduced
the impact of COVID-19. But, the COVID-19 cases are rapidly evolving, constant
vigilance is of paramount importance.
It was emphasized that the coming 3 to 4 weeks will determine the impact of the
virus. The Prime Minister also assured that India has adequate supplies of essential
medicines.

Government sets up 586 dedicated COVID-19 Hospitals
Ministry of Health and Family Welfare announced that the Centre in
coordination with the states has ensured the supply of Personal protective
equipment (PPE), N95 masks, testing kits and ventilators for the COVID-19
patients. The Centre has set up dedicated COVID-19 hospitals with a capacity of
more than 1 lakh isolation beds to provide proper treatment.
The Ministry of AYUSH has prepared a set of guidelines on respiratory health and
to boost immunity. The Ministry has directed the District Magistrates to incorporate
the guidelines in the district-level contingency plan. The Government aims to
implement containment policy, containment action plan, contact tracing and clinical
management of COVID-19 patients in a proper manner, as per process, in
coordination with states.
Reports:
1,035 fresh COVID-19 confirmed cases have been reported in the country in the
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last 24 hours taking the total number to 7447, as on 11 March. Out of these, 642
patients have recovered and discharged from the hospitals, while 239 patients have
died.
Because of the rate of growth of cases, the Centre has directed the people to follow
the lockdown and containment measures to fight COVID-19 pandemic.

IIT-Ropar develops UV germicidal irradiation technology-based device to
sanitize grocery items, currency notes
The Indian Institute of Technology Ropar (IIT-Ropar) has developed a trunkshaped device fitted with ultraviolet (UV) germicidal irradiation technology.
The device aims to aid the fight against COVID-19.
UV germicidal irradiation technology:
The device should be placed at doorsteps and all items brought from outside
including grocery and currency notes must be put in it to sanitize them.
The trunk will cost around or less than Rs.500.
It will take 30 minutes for the device to sanitize the items. After sanitizing the
items should be kept inside for a 10 minutes cooling-off period before one takes the
items out.
The device is based on UV germicidal irradiation technology which is used in
water purifiers. People are advised not to look directly at the light inside the trunk
as it can be harmful.
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SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY
NASA to set up Artemis, the first human base camp on south pole of Moon
The American space agency NASA has announced that it is working on the
Artemis program. NASA aims to land humans on the moon by 2024 through this
program. NASA also submitted a report to the National Space Council on 2 April.
The report focused on setting up the Artemis Base Camp at the South Pole of the
moon.
NASA's Artemis program:
NASA's Artemis program plans to establish a base camp on the Moon by 2024.
NASA has also revealed a plan that showed the US lunar presence after achieving
the milestone.
NASA plans to test technologies and secure resources on the surface of the
Moon, before exploring Mars.
NASA plan to conduct several operations on and around the moon and for that,
they require Artemis Base Camp. It will be their first sustainable foothold on the
lunar frontier.
The lunar base camp will demonstrate the US's leadership in space and will
eventually help them prepare to undertake humanity's first mission to Mars.

Biofortified carrot variety developed by farmer scientist benefits local farmers
A biofortified carrot variety named 'Madhuban Gajar' was developed by Shri
Vallabhhai Vasrambhai Marvaniya, a farmer scientist from Junagadh district,
Gujarat. The carrot has high -carotene and iron content.
Madhuban Gajar is benefitting more than 150 local farmers in the area. It is planted
in an area of over 200 hectares in Junagadh. The average yield of the carrot is
40-50 tonnes per hectare (t/ha). It has become the main source of income for the
local farmers.
Madhuban Gajar:
The variety is being cultivated in more than 1000 hectares of land in Gujarat,
Maharashtra, Rajasthan, West Bengal, Uttar Pradesh during the past three
years.
The Madhuvan Gajar is a highly nutritious carrot variety developed through the
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selection method with higher -carotene content of 277.75 mg/kg and an iron
content of 276.7 mg/kg dry basis.
It biofortified crop can be used for various value-added products like juices, carrot
chips, and pickles.
The carrot variety holdsa higher root yield of 74.2 t/ha and plant biomass of 275
gm per plant as compared to check variety.
Background:
The validation trials for Madhuban Gajar variety were done by the National
Innovation Foundation (NIF), India at Rajasthan Agricultural Research
Institute (RARI), Jaipur, between 2016 and 2017. The trial was conducted in
different states like Gujarat, Maharashtra, Rajasthan, Assam, Haryana, Punjab, and
West Bengal.

DST funds computer-based nanomaterials by INST Mohali
Researchers from the Institute of Nano Science and Technology (INST), Mohali
have made computer-based designs of nano-materials with superhigh
piezoelectricity. It can be the building blocks of futuristic nano-electronics for
many applications like ultrathin, next-generation nano-transistors.
Super High piezoelectricity:
The induction of superhigh out-of-plane piezoelectricity through stacking one
monolayer over the other in the 2D nanostructure was demonstrated.
The induction is based on two-dimensional van der Waals heterostructure
(vdWH) consisting of 2D monolayers.
Piezoelectricity is the generation of electricity in certain materials by applying
pressure. The applications of piezoelectricity have eased the daily lives through the
use of lighters, pressure gauges, sensors and so on.
The research is funded by the Department of Science and Technology (DST)
under Nanomission and Council of Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR).
The research will meet the growing demand for superfast ultrathin nanodevices and
nano transistors. It is expected to show the future of nano-electronics.

NIF develops wormivet, a chemical method to treat worms
National Innovation Foundation India (NIF) has developed "wormivet," an
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indigenous herbal medication (dewormer) in the form of commercial products for
livestock owners. The product will be an alternative to the chemical method of
treatment of worm.
Highlights:
Wormivet is a medication to treat endoparasite (worm) infestation among livestock
sent by Harshadbhai Patel, Gujarat.
The medication in naturally infested helminthiasis was assessed. The results
demonstrated the successful impact of this medication.
The model had demonstrated an improvised engagement of formal institutions and
orientation of research in developing, implementing products for needy locations,
reassuring farming communities.
National Innovation Foundation India (NIF):
Established: 2000
Located at: Gandhinagar, Gujarat
NIF is responsible to provide institutional support for spawning, sustaining,
scouting, and scaling up grassroots innovations across the country. NIF functions
under the Department of Science and Technology (DST), Ministry of Science &
Technology, Government of India.
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ENVIRONMENT
Indonesian Anak Krakatau volcano witnessed longest eruption
Indonesia's Anak Krakatau volcano erupted on 11 April. It spewed a column of
ash 500 meters into the sky. It last erupted in 2018. No casualties were reported
Anak Krakatau:
Anak Krakatau means the child of Kratakau, is the offspring of the famous
Krakatau volcano. The volcano first erupted in 1883 triggered a period of global
cooling. The island is located in a caldera in the Sunda Strait between the islands of
Java and Sumatra in the Indonesian province of Lampung. The island is one of
several in the area which is of considerable interest to volcanologists and the
subject of extensive study.
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DEFENCE
NCC to provide services under Exercise NCC Yogdan in fight against
COVID-19 pandemic
Ministry of Defence (MoD) has allowed temporary employment of National
Cadet Corps (NCC) cadets under 'Exercise NCC Yogdan'. The Ministry also
provided guidelines in this regard. The exercise was launched as per the request of
the Civil and police administration in the fight against Coronavirus (COVID-19)
pandemic.
Exercise NCC Yogdan:
NCC has offered its help to help civilians and combat COVID-19 under the
exercise.
These cadets will offer to state and municipal authorities to augment relief efforts.
Union Territory (UT) of Ladakh has requisitioned for the employment of 8 cadets
in supply chain management.
Madhya Pradesh and Chhattisgarh have sought 245 cadets in supply chain and
traffic management.
Uttar Pradesh has asked for services of volunteer cadets from NCC Group
Headquarters Gorakhpur
Punjab, Haryana, Himachal Pradesh, and Chandigarh (PHHPC) Directorate
sought for services of 86 cadets.
Kancheepuram in Tamil Nadu (TN) has approached services of NCC cadets and
Tamil Nadu has provided services of 75 cadets and 57 cadets for Puducherry, so
far.
National Cadet Corps (NCC):
NCC is the Youth Wing of Indian Armed Forces. It is headquartered in New
Delhi, India. NCC has been active since 16 April 1948. The Tri-Services
Organization is a Student Uniformed Group. It comprises the Army, Navy and Air
Wing. NCC aims to train and groom the youth into disciplined and patriotic
citizens.

IAF provides medical supplies during COVID-19 lockdown
Indian Air Force (IAF) has rendered continuous support in the fight against
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Coronavirus by providing medical supplies to all the states in the country. Medical
supplies are transported to equip the state governments/Union Territories (UTs) and
supporting agencies to combat the contagion effectively and efficiently.
IAF Measures:
IAF has provided essential medical supplies and commodities from nodal points
to Manipur, Nagaland, and Gangtok in the North-Eastern region and the Union
Territories of J&K and Ladakh.
An-32 aircraft of IAF airlifted personnel and 3500 kg of medical equipment of
the Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) from Chennai to Bhubaneshwar
for setting up testing labs and facilities in Odisha.
IAF has allocated aircraft at nodal points to airlift medical supplies and equipment
at short notice to proactively support operations against COVID-19.
IAF:
Founded on: 8 October 1932
Headquarters: New Delhi
Commander-in-Chief: President Ram Nath Kovind
Chief of the Air Staff (CAS): Air Chief Marshal Rakesh Kumar Singh Bhadauria
Vice Chief of the Air Staff (VCAS): Air Marshal Harjit Singh Arora
IAF is a part of the Indian Armed Forces. IAF is responsible to secure Indian
airspace and to conduct aerial warfare during armed conflict.

Home Minister directed BSF to tighten vigil along Pakistan, Bangladesh
borders
Union Home Minister Amit Shah has directed the Border Security Force (BSF)
to enhance vigil along the Indian borders with Pakistan and Bangladesh,
especially in the non-fenced areas of India. The security of the two borders was
reviewed by the Minister. The move comes in the wake of coronavirus outspread.
The BSF personnel were directed to ensure that no cross-border movement takes
place at these two fronts. The Ministry is to ensure enforcement of the ongoing
coronavirus lockdown.
BSF:
Formed on: 1 December 1965
Headquarters: New Delhi, India
Minister responsible: Amit Shah, Minister of Home Affairs
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Director-General: V K Johri
BSF is one of the seven Central Armed Police Forces of India. It is responsible to
guard India's land border during peacetime and prevent transnational crime at the
same, it has various active roles during an outbreak of war. BSF functions under the
Ministry of Home Affairs.
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SPORTS
UEFA postpones all the international matches
UEFA has postponed all the international matches that had been pushed back to
June to further notice. The decision was made after Europe's 55 member federations
discussions on how to adapt the fixture calendar in the face of the ongoing
coronavirus crisis.
UEFA's announcement:
The postponed matches include the play-off matches for UEFA Euro 2020 and
qualifying matches for UEFA Women's Euro 2021.
It has also postponed all the UEFA competition matches, including the centralized
international friendly matches.
The matches will be held when the countries return to normality. Friendly matches
that were postponed include England's matches in Austria, Champions League
final, Europa League final.
Union of European Football Associations (UEFA):
Formed on: 15 June 1954
Founded at: Basel, Switzerland
Headquarters: Nyon, Switzerland
President: Aleksander eferin
First vice-president: Karl-Erik Nilsson
Membership: 55 full member associations
It is one of 6 continental confederations of world football's governing body FIFA.

IOC sets new deadline for the qualification period of Tokyo Olympics
The International Olympic Committee (IOC) announced that 29 June 2021 has
been set as the new deadline for the qualification period of the Tokyo Olympics.
The decision was made after discussion with the National Olympic Committee
(NOC) Presidents, Secretary Generals and Chef de Missions, IOC Director of
Solidarity and NOC relations.
Tokyo Olympics was rescheduled to be held in 2021 due to the COVID-19
pandemic. The revised sport entries deadline has now been set for 5 July 2021. The
committee also announced that the revision of the qualifications systems will be
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finalized soon to give certainty to athletes and NOCs.
International Olympic Committee:
Type: Sports Federation
Formed on: 23 June 1894
Headquarters: Lausanne, Switzerland
Honorary President: Jacques Rogge
President:Thomas Bach
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OBITUARY
Veteran leader and Congressmen Ramkrishna Dwivedi passed away
Veteran leader and Congressmen Ramkrishna Dwivedi passed away on 10 April.
He died at the age of 87 years old. He died due to prolonged illness.
Ramkrishna Dwivedi:
Diwedi went to jail as a student during the Quit India Movement. Since 1989, he
also headed UPCC's disciplinary committee for 15 years and stood with the party.
Pandit Ramkrishna Dwivedi is known as a land leader for the public and Congress
workers. He served as the state Home Minister in Pandit Kamalapati Tripathi's
government in Uttar Pradesh. He was devoted to the Congress and fought for the
Congress. He was instrumental in other Congress organizations including the
National Students' Union of India (NSUI) and Youth Congress. He was the
favorite and most trusted confidant member of congress when Indira Gandhi served
as the Prime Minister of India. He was expelled by the Congress party on charges
of indiscipline.
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SUMMITS & CONFERENCE
Dharmendra Pradhan participated in the G20 Extraordinary Energy
Ministers' virtual Meeting
Dharmendra Pradhan, Union Minister of Petroleum and Natural Gas and Steel,
participated in the G20 Extraordinary Energy Ministers' virtual Meeting on 10
April 2020. The meeting was hosted by Saudi Arabia, it is the President of G20
countries.
Participants:
The meeting was chaired by Saudi Arabia Energy Minister Prince Abdulaziz. The
meeting was attended by Energy Ministers of G20 countries, guest countries and
heads of international organizations including Organization of the Petroleum
Exporting Countries (OPEC), International Energy Agency (IEA) and
International Energy Forum (IEF).
Meeting Highlights:
The G20 Energy Ministers' focused on ways and means to ensure stable energy
markets, which are affected due to demand reduction in the wake of COVID-19
pandemic and the ongoing surplus production-related matters.
Dharmendra Pradhan highlighted PM's Ujjwala scheme, to provide 80.3 million
poor families free LPG cylinders, as part of a 23 billion dollars relief package. He
also highlighted the Government of India's efforts to fill in our Strategic Petroleum
Reserves.
The G20 Energy Ministers' meeting is to adopt a Joint Statement, which inter alia,
proposes to establish a Task Force to advise the G20 Energy Ministers on the next
steps, and agreed to remain engaged in the future.
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APPOINTMENTS / RESIGN
Indian-origin MP Lisa Nandy appointed as shadow foreign minister
Sir Keir Starmer, the Labour Party's newly-elected Leader, named Indian-origin
MP Lisa Nandy as his shadow foreign secretary on 5 April. Starmer's new
committee will be responsible for coordinating Labour's response to the
coronavirus pandemic.
Lisa Nandy:
Lisa Eva Nandy served as the Member of Parliament for Wigan since 2010. From
2010-12 she served as the Parliamentary Private Secretary to Tessa Jowell. From
2012-15, she served as the Shadow Charities Minister.
Nandy came in third in the 2020 Labour Party leadership election. She secured
16.3% of the vote and came behind Keir Starmer and Rebecca Long-Bailey.

Pravin Rao is appointed as the new chairman of Nasscom
Vice-Chairperson Infosys' chief operating officer, UB Pravin Rao, has been
appointed as the new chairman of the National Association of Software and
Services Companies (Nasscom) for the year 2020-21. He was appointed Rekha
Menon of Accenture.
Rekha M Menon is the Chairman and Senior Managing Director, Accenture in
India. Menon will be the Vice-Chairperson for Nasscom. Pravin Rao, along with
President Debjani Ghosh, will help Nasscom to achieve its 2025 vision for the
industry.
Nasscom:
Formed on: 1 March 1988
Headquarters: Noida, Uttar Pradesh
Members: over 2,000 companies
NASSCOM is a non-profit organization which is a trade association of Indian
Information Technology (IT) and Business Process Outsourcing (BPO) industry.
It is affiliated with the NASSCOM Foundation, National Institute for Smart
Government (NISG), Data Security Council of India (DSCI).
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IMPORTANT DAYS
International Day of Conscience is observed on 5 April
International Day of Conscience is observed on 5 April. The day aims to promote
a culture of peace with love and conscience. The day reminds the people to selfreflect, follow their conscience, and do the right things.
History:
In July 1989, the concept of the culture of peace was introduced at
the International Congress on Peace in the Minds of Men which was organized
by the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
(UNESCO) in Cte d'Ivoire. The day was aimed to construct a culture of peace that
requires cultural, social, comprehensive educational, and civic action, in which each
person has something to learn and something to give and share. With a concern to
create peaceful and friendly relations based on respect for human rights and
fundamental freedoms to race, sex, language or religion, the United Nations
General Assembly (UNGA) designated 5 April as the International Day of
Conscience.
On 25 July 2019, UNGA adopted a draft resolution submitted by the Kingdom of
Bahrain, titled "Promoting the Culture of Peace with Love and Conscience".
UNGA then declared 5 April as the International Day of Conscience. The day is
first observed on 5 April 2020.

National Maritime Day is celebrated on 5 April in India
National Maritime Day is celebrated on 5 April in India. The day creates
awareness to support intercontinental commerce and the global economy as the
most well-organized, safe and sound, environmentally responsive approach of
transporting goods from one place to another of the world.
Theme:
The theme for the 57th National Maritime Day is "Sustainable shipping for a
sustainable planet." The theme aims to raise awareness of the United Nations'
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). The theme also showcase the work that
the International Maritime Organization (IMO) and its Member States are taking
various measures to achieve the targets.
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History:
National Maritime Day is being observed since 1964. On 5 April 1919, navigation
history was created in India, when SS Loyalty, the first ship of The Scindia Steam
Navigation Company Ltd travelled to the United Kingdom from Mumbai. The
move was very important to Indian shipping history when sea routes were
controlled by the British. The transaction marked a red-letter day in the maritime
history of India. This day is celebrated to spread awareness in supporting
intercontinental commerce and the global economy.

Mahavir Jayanti is celebrated on 6 April
Mahavir Jayanti is celebrated on 6 April every year. It is one of the most
auspicious festivals in the Jain community. Mahavir Jayanti is celebrated on the
13th day of the bright half of the moon in the month of Chaitra.
Mahavir Jayanti:
Mahavir Jayanti is also known as Mahaveer Janma Kalyanak or the Birth
Anniversary of Lord Mahavira. Jainism was founded by Mahavir Jayanti. The
festival is celebrated widely by the Jain community in memory of the last spiritual
teacher of the religion. A procession with the idol of Lord Mahavira called
the Rath Yatra is held on a special day. On this day, the Jains recites stavans (Jain
prayers) and give a ceremonial bath called "abhisheka" to the statues of the Lord
Mahavira.
Mahavir:
Mahavir was born to King Siddhartha of Kundagrama and Queen Trishala and
belonged to Ikshvaku dynasty. He was named as Vardhamana (meaning "one who
grows"). At the age of 30, he abandoned worldly life. He attained "kaivalya" or
omniscience at the age of 42. He was the 24th and the last Tirthankara who
succeeded the 23rd Tirthankara, Parshvanatha.
Mahavira taught 5 mahavratas namely ahimsa (non-violence), Satya (truth), asteya
(non-stealing), brahmacharya (chastity) and aparigraha (non-attachment). His
teachings are called Jain Agamas. It is believed that Mahavira passed away at the
age of 72 in 468 BC at a place called Pavapuri near modern Rajgir in Bihar and he
attained moksha.
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International Day of Reflection on the 1994 Genocide against the Tutsi in
Rwanda is observed on 7 April
International Day of Reflection on the 1994 Genocide against the Tutsi in
Rwanda is observed on 7 April. The day commemorates the victims of the
genocide in Rwanda.
1994 Rwanda Genocide (massacre):
1994 Rwanda Genocide was a mass slaughter of Tutsi in Rwanda during the
Rwandan Civil War. The was that began in 1990 was directed by members of the
Hutu majority government.
It lasted from 7 April to 15 July 1994.
Most of the Rwandans (Around 85%) were Hutus. The Tutsi minority has long
dominated the country. In 1959, the Hutus overthrew the Tutsi monarchy and the
Tutsis fled to neighbouring countries, including Uganda.
A group of these Tutsi exiles formed a rebel group, the Rwandan Patriotic Front
(RPF).
In 1990, the RPF invaded Rwanda and the fight continued until a 1993 peace
deal was agreed. On 6 April 1994, the then-President Juvenal Habyarimana and his
counterpart Cyprien Ntaryamira of Burundi, both Hutus, were assassinated when
they were travelling in a plane. And it ended the peace accords.
The genocide had lasting and profound effects on Rwanda and neighboring
countries.
Rwanda:
President: Paul Kagame
Prime Minister: Edouard Ngirente
Capital: Kigali
Official languages: English, French, Kinyarwanda, Swahili
Currency: Rwandan franc (RWF)

World Health Day is celebrated on 7 April
World Health Day is celebrated on 7 April every year. The day aims to create
awareness of health to highlight a priority area of concern for the World Health
Organization. The day honors the contribution of nurses and midwives and
recognizes their vital role in keeping the world healthy.
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World Health Day is marked by the World Health Organization (WHO) and
many other organizations. The day aims to spread awareness around maintaining
good health and a balanced lifestyle.
Significance of Nurses and Midwives:
WHO states that a strengthened workforce of nurses and midwives can only ensure
that everyone gets the healthcare they need. They can help the countries to achieve
their national and global targets related to universal health coverage, maternal and
child health, infectious and non-communicable diseases including emergency
preparedness and response, mental health, patient safety and the delivery of
integrated, people-centered care, among others.
History:
World Health Day marks the inception of the World Health Day campaign at the
First Health Assembly in 1948. It took effect in 1950. The campaign was initiated
with the motive of promoting awareness about physical and mental health and offer
the necessary support. It also focuses to make people understand the importance of
universal health coverage.
Coronavirus pandemic:
During a difficult time, thousands of nurses have left their comfort and safety to
fight the COVID-19 crisis and help those infected or suspected of coronavirus. On
this day, WHO called for people to extend their gratitude and support nurses and
midwives across the world. The WHO has named 2020 as the 'International Year
of the Nurse and the Midwife'.

National Pet Day is celebrated on 11 April
National Pet Day is celebrated on 11 April every year. The day encourages
people to help reduce the number of animals in shelters. On this day, the pet
owners celebrate their animal companion. A survey by the National Institutes of
Health (NIH) determined that the animals contribute to the physical and mental
benefits to overall cardiovascular health by lowering cortisol, cholesterol, and
blood pressure levels.
History:
Colleen Paige founded National Pet Day was established in 2006 with an aim to
celebrate the joy pets can bring to the people. Paige is an animal welfare advocate
and pet and family lifestyle expert. She wanted to bring attention to the ongoing
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needs of many pets of all kinds waiting in shelters to be adopted. She encouraged
people who want purebred dogs and cats to contact rescue organizations instead of
going to a breeder.

National Safe Motherhood Day observed 11 April
National Safe Motherhood Day observed 11 April. The day aims to raise
awareness about the proper healthcare of women and maternity facilities to
pregnant and lactating women. The day also aims to spread awareness about
healthcare facilities for women. India became the first country to officially declare
a National Safe Motherhood Day in the world.
History:
National Safe Motherhood Day (NSMD) initiative was started by the White
Ribbon Alliance India (WRAI). The day was designated to provide women with
various healthcare programs during pregnancy, childbirth and postnatal services.
The first NSMD was observed in 2003. The day also coincides with the birth
anniversary day of Kasturba Gandhi.
White Ribbon Alliance India (WRAI):
Formed on: 1999
Executive Director: Betsy McCallon
WRAI aims to reduce maternal and newborn death globally. The organization
upholds the right of all women to be safe and healthy before, during and after
childbirth.

International day Day of Human Space Flight is observed on 12 April
International Day of Human Space Flight is observed on 12 April. The day
commemorates the anniversary of Yuri Gagarin's historic spaceflight in 1961.
The day is celebrated as the Cosmonautics Day in Russia. The day aims to ensure
the countries realize the aspiration to maintain outer space for peaceful purposes.
Human Space Flight:
A Soviet citizen Yuri Gagarin carried out Vostok 1 space flight on 12 April 1961.
The flight made one orbit around the Earth over 108 minutes in the Vostok 3KA
spacecraft. The spacecraft was launched by the Vostok-K launch vehicle. This
historic achievement paved the way for space exploration for the benefit of all
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humanity.
History:
In its 65th session, the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) passed a
resolution in April 2011 and designated the observation of International Day of
Human Space Flight on 12 April. The day aims to reaffirm the important
contribution of space science and technology in achieving sustainable development
goals (SDGs). The day focuses on increasing the well-being of Countries and its
people.
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COMMITTEE
CCRH organized an international webinar and approved Telemedicine
Guidelines for Homoeopathic Practitioners
Central Council for Research in Homoeopathy (CCRH) under the Ministry of
AYUSH organized an international webinar on 10 April 2020 on the occasion of
World Homoeopathy Day. Over 1000 participants attended the webinar on a digital
platform which was also live-streamed. The webinar was addressed by Union
Minister of State (I/C) AYUSH Shripad Yesso Naik.
Highlights:
During the meeting, the Ministry of AYUSH approved the Telemedicine
guidelines for homeopathic practitioners.
It emphasized on the need to mobilize the AYUSH workforce to align with
the COVID-19 taskforce if the need arises.
The delegations spoke about the potentials of Homoeopathy which can be
harnessed in the containment of COVID-19. Presentations on the facts about the
use of adjuvant homeopathy along with standard care for COVID-patients was done
in the meeting.
CCRH:
CCRH was established in 1973. It is located in New Delhi. It functions under
the Ministry of Ayush. It was set up under the Central Council of Homeopathy Act
1973. The Chairman of CCRH is Shri Nilanjan Sanyal. The council was formed to
monitor higher education in India.
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AGREEMENTS MOU
IIL partners with Griffith University of Australia to develop vaccine for
coronavirus
Vaccine manufacturer Indian Immunologicals (IIL) partnered with Australia's
Griffith University to do research and develop a vaccine for COVID-19. The two
entities have signed a pact regarding this.
Highlights:
Under the partnership Scientists from India and Australia will develop a 'live
attenuated SARSCoV-2 vaccine' using the latest codon deoptimization
technology.
IIL stated that the technology looks promising for developing a vaccine for
prophylactic, active, single-dose immunization against novel coronavirus in
humans, with an enhanced safety profile.
The vaccine is expected to provide long-lasting protection with a single dose
administration with an anticipated safety profile similar to other licensed vaccines
for active immunization.
Upon the completion of the research, the vaccine strain will be transferred to ILL.
It will work with the Central Drugs Standard Control Organisation (CDSCO),
to conduct clinical trials. IIL intends to use its Vero cell platform tech for mass
production of the vaccine.
IIL is promoted by the National Dairy Development Board. It is committed to
addressing critical public health needs by engaging in this collaboration.
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FESTIVALS
Easter festival is celebrated on 12 April
Easter festival is celebrated on 12 April in the year 2020. The day varies every
year. The festival is celebrated by Christians across the world. The festival is
celebrated to observe the resurrection of Jesus Christ. The festival is celebrated
on the Sunday after the first full moon, the Paschal full moon, after the vernal
equinox.
People celebrate the Easter festival this year at the homes in the wake of the
COVID-19 pandemic.
Easter Festival:
Easter means Victory of Jesus Christ over death. According to the Holy Bible,
the event occurred three days after Jesus was crucified by the Romans and died
around 30-33 A.D. Easter follows a period of fasting known as Lent of 40 days.
Lent starts with Ash Wednesday and ends with Good Friday (Crucifixion of Jesus
Christ). The week that leads up to Easter is called Holy Week. The week includes
Maundy Thursday and Good Friday.
The 40 days period is established by Pope Gregory 1 using the 40-day pattern that
happened with Israelites in the desert, Moses, Elijah and Jesus' time in the
wilderness.
The date for the celebration of Easter is set after determining the date of Passover
by the Jewish leaders. After fixing that the date is set for Easter by figuring three
days after Passover. Therefore, the date of celebrating the Easter festival varies
every year.
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QUIZ CORNER
1) When is the International Day of Conscience observed?
A.1 April
B.2 April
C.5 April
D.6 April

Answer C
Explanation International Day of Conscience is observed on 5 April. The day aims to promote a
culture of peace with love and conscience. The day reminds the people to self-reflect, follow their
conscience, and do the right things.

2) Which Indian-origin MP was appointed as shadow foreign minister by Sir
Keir Starmer?
A.Nirj Deva
B.Parmjit Dhanda
C.Baron Bhattacharyya
D.Lisa Nandy

Answer D
Explanation Sir Keir Starmer, the Labour Party's newly-elected Leader, named Indian-origin MP
Lisa Nandy as his shadow foreign secretary on 5 April. Starmer's new committee will be
responsible for coordinating Labour's response to the coronavirus pandemic.

3) Who is appointed as the new chairman of Nasscom?
A.Debjani Ghosh
B.UB Pravin Rao
C.Rekha Menon
D.Krishan Kumar

Answer B
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Explanation Vice-Chairperson Infosys' chief operating officer, UB Pravin Rao, has been
appointed as the new chairman of the National Association of Software and Services Companies
(Nasscom) for the year 2020-21. He was appointed Rekha Menon of Accenture.

4) When was the International Day of Conscience observed for the first time?
A.2005
B.2010
C.2015
D.2020

Answer D
Explanation On July 25, 2019, UNGA adopted a draft resolution submitted by the Kingdom of
Bahrain, titled "Promoting the Culture of Peace with Love and Conscience". UNGA then
declared 5 April as the International Day of Conscience. The day is first observed on 5 April
2020.

5) When was Nasscom established?
A.1976
B.1983
C.1988
D.1992

Answer C
Explanation Nasscom was established on 1 March 1988. NASSCOM is a non-profit organization
which is a trade association of Indian Information Technology (IT) and Business Process
Outsourcing (BPO) industry. It is affiliated with the NASSCOM Foundation, National Institute
for Smart Government (NISG), Data Security Council of India (DSCI).

6) When was the Union of European Football Associations (UEFA)
established?
A.1943
B.1954
C.1961
D.1970
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Answer B
Explanation Union of European Football Associations (UEFA) was established on 15 June 1954.

7) Who submitted the draft resolution titled "Promoting the Culture of Peace
with Love and Conscience" and proposed the observation of the International
Day of Conscience?
A.Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
B.The UAE
C.Kingdom of Bahrain
D.USA

Answer C
Explanation On July 25, 2019, UNGA adopted a draft resolution submitted by the Kingdom of
Bahrain, titled "Promoting the Culture of Peace with Love and Conscience". UNGA then
declared 5 April as the International Day of Conscience. The day is first observed on 5 April
2020.

8) USAID announced _______ fund to India to help India in its fight against
the coronavirus pandemic.
A.$1.5 million
B.$2.1 million
C.$2.9 million
D.$3.8 million

Answer C
Explanation The US government has announced a grant of $2.9 million to India. The
announcement was made by US aid agency United States Agency for International Development
(USAID). The aim is to help India in its fight against the coronavirus pandemic. It is expected
that the assistance will further support India's response to COVID-19.

9) Where is the headquarters of Union of European Football Associations
(UEFA) located?
A.Nyon
B.Madrid
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C.Paris
D.Sydney

Answer A
Explanation Union of European Football Associations (UEFA) is headquartered at Nyon,
Switzerland.

10) When was the Food Corporation of India (FCI) established?
A.1948
B.1953
C.1965
D.1972

Answer C
Explanation The Food Corporation of India (FCI) was established on 14 January 1965. FCI was
established by the Government of India under the Department of Food and Public Distribution,
Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food and Public Distribution.

11) When was the United States Agency for International Development
(USAID) established?
A.1953
B.1961
C.1973
D.1980

Answer B
Explanation The United States Agency for International Development (USAID) was established
on 3 November 1961. It is responsible to administer civilian foreign aid and development
assistance.

12) Who is the President of the Union of European Football Associations
(UEFA)?
A.Gianni Infantino
B.Lennart Johansson

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(April 6 - April 12, 2020)

C.Theodore Theodoridis
D.Aleksander eferin

Answer D
Explanation Aleksander eferin is a Slovenian lawyer and football administrator. Between 2011
and 2016, he was President of the Football Association of Slovenia. Since 14 September 2016, he
has been the President of UEFA.

13) Food Corporation of India (FCI) functions under ________.
A.Ministry of Home Affairs
B.Ministry of Health and Human Welfare
C.Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food, and Public Distribution
D.Ministry of Food Processing Industries

Answer C
Explanation Food Corporation of India (FCI) was established by the Government of India under
the Department of Food and Public Distribution, Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food, and Public
Distribution. It is placed Throughout India. GoI executes policy through FCI and ensures the
Food Security of the Nation.

14) _________ in association with AIIMS-Rishikesh has developed 'PranaVayu,' a low-cost portable ventilator.
A.ICMR
B.IISc Bangalore
C.IIT-Roorkee
D.IIT-Madras

Answer C
Explanation Indian Institutes of Technology (IIT)-Roorkee in association with AIIMS-Rishikesh
has developed 'Prana-Vayu,' a low-cost portable ventilator.

15) The International Olympic Committee (IOC) announced that _______ has
been set as the new deadline for the qualification period of the Tokyo
Olympics.
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A.18 December 2020
B.21 February 2021
C.15 April 2021
D.29 June 2021

Answer D
Explanation The International Olympic Committee (IOC) announced that 29 June 2021 has been
set as the new deadline for the qualification period of the Tokyo Olympics.

16) Who is the Chairman of the Food Corporation of India (FCI)?
A.D. V. Prasad
B.Chandra Sekhar
C.Prakash Raj
D.Pramod Kumar

Answer A
Explanation D. V. Prasad is the Chairman & Managing Director of the Food Corporation of
India (FCI).

17) What is the cost of the Prana-Vayu, a low-cost portable ventilator
developed by IIT-Roorkee?
A.Rs.20,000
B.Rs.25,000
C.Rs.28,000
D.Rs.23,000

Answer B
Explanation Indian Institutes of Technology (IIT)-Roorkee in association with AIIMS-Rishikesh
has developed 'Prana-Vayu,' a low-cost portable ventilator. The closed-loop ventilator can be
manufactured for just Rs.25,000.

18) When was the International Olympic Committee (IOC) established?
A.1894
B.1901
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C.1909
D.1915

Answer A
Explanation International Olympic Committee (IOC) was established on 23 June 1894.

19) ________ has fabricated Medical Gowns for M/s Ramsons, Agra and
fabricate triple-layered Face masks.
A.MSME Technology Center, Bhiwadi
B.CFTI Agra
C.ESTC Ramnagar
D.MSME Technology Centre, Hyderabad

Answer B
Explanation CFTI Agra has fabricated Medical Gowns for M/s Ramsons, Agra and fabricate
triple-layered Face masks.

20) Where is the headquarters of the International Olympic Committee
(IOC)?
A.Basel
B.Zurich
C.Madrid
D.Lausanne

Answer D
Explanation On Olympic Games' 125th anniversary, International Olympic Committee (IOC)
has formally opened its new headquarters in Lausanne, Switzerland. The inauguration of new
headquarters comes exactly 125 years after the Olympic Games were revived.

21) ________ chairs Empowered Committee to review coordination between
various stakeholders for COVID-19-related response activities.
A.Vikram Doraiswami
B.Amitabh Kant
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C.Aishvarya Singh
D.Sandeep Mohan Bhatnagar

Answer B
Explanation NITI Aayog CEO Amitabh Kant chairs Empowered Committee to review
coordination between various stakeholders for COVID-19-related response activities.

22) Who is the President of International Olympic Committee (IOC)?
A.Emil Beck
B.Jacques Rogge
C.Juan Antonio Samaranch
D.Thomas Bach

Answer D
Explanation Thomas Bach, OLY is a German lawyer and former Olympic fencer. Bach is the
ninth and current President of the International Olympic Committee, and a former member of the
German Olympic Sports Confederation Executive Board.

23) When is the National Maritime Day celebrated?
A.1 April
B.3 April
C.5 April
D.7 April

Answer C
Explanation National Maritime Day is celebrated on 5 April in India. The day creates awareness
to support intercontinental commerce and the global economy as the most well-organized, safe
and sound, environmentally responsive approach of transporting goods from one place to another
of the world.

24) _________ developed a low-cost indigenous prototype of polymer swab. It
can be used to collect the samples for coronavirus testing.
A.C-MET
B.IISc-Bengaluru & Additive Manufacturing Society of India
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C.SRI Research for Tissue Engineering Private
D.All the above

Answer D
Explanation Researchers from the Pune-based Centre for Materials for Electronics Technology
(C-MET) have developed a low-cost indigenous prototype of polymer swab. The indigenous
prototype of polymer swab is produced jointly by C-MET, which functions under the Ministry of
Electronics and Information Technology, SRI Research for Tissue Engineering Private,
Rangadore Hospital, Indian Institute of Science (IISc), Bengaluru and Additive Manufacturing
Society of India.

25) India celebrated _______ National Maritime Day in the year 2020.
A.50th
B.53rd
C.57th
D.60th

Answer C
Explanation National Maritime Day is celebrated on 5 April in India. The theme for the 57th
National Maritime Day is "Sustainable shipping for a sustainable planet." The theme aims to raise
awareness of the United Nations' Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).

26) When is Mahavir Jayanti celebrated?
A.31 March
B.2 April
C.6 April
D.8 April

Answer C
Explanation Mahavir Jayanti is celebrated on 6 April every year. It is one of the most auspicious
festivals in the Jain community. Mahavir Jayanti is celebrated on the 13th day of the bright half
of the moon in the month of Chaitra.

27) National Maritime Day has been observed since ______.

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(April 6 - April 12, 2020)

A.1964
B.1972
C.1977
D.1980

Answer A
Explanation National Maritime Day has been observed since 1964. On 5 April 1919, navigation
history was created in India, when SS Loyalty, the first ship of The Scindia Steam Navigation
Company Ltd travelled to the United Kingdom from Mumbai.

28) Mahavir was the _______ Tirthankara.
A.21st
B.22nd
C.23rd
D.24th

Answer D
Explanation Mahavir was the 24th and the last Tirthankara who succeeded the 23rd Tirthankara,
Parshvanatha.

29) On 5 April 1919, navigation history was created in India, when SS Loyalty,
the first ship of The Scindia Steam Navigation Company Ltd travelled to the
United Kingdom from ________.
A.Mumbai
B.Kolkata
C.Kochi
D.Chennai

Answer A
Explanation On 5 April 1919, navigation history was created in India, when SS Loyalty, the first
ship of The Scindia Steam Navigation Company Ltd travelled to the United Kingdom from
Mumbai.

30) Who is the 23rd Tirthankara?

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(April 6 - April 12, 2020)

A.Mahavir
B.Parshvanatha
C.Rishabhanatha
D.Chandraprabha

Answer B
Explanation Parshvanatha is the 23rd Tirthankara.

31) When was Central Industrial Security Force (CISF) formed?
A.1954
B.1958
C.1963
D.1969

Answer D
Explanation The Central Industrial Security Force (CISF) is to provide COVID-19 protective
gear and healthcare paraphernalia for its over 40,000 personnel. CSIF was established on 10
March 1969. CSIF functions under the Union Ministry of Home Affairs. It covers over 300
industrial units, government infrastructure projects and facilities and establishments located all
over India. It is a unique organization in paramilitary forces for India.

32) Who was the last Tirthankara?
A.Vimalanatha
B.Aranatha
C.Parshvanatha
D.Mahavira

Answer D
Explanation Mahavira, also known as Vardhamana was the 24th Tirthankara of Jainism. He was
the spiritual successor of 23rd Tirthankara Parshvanatha. Jain tradition holds that Mahavira was
born in the early part of the 6th century BCE into a royal Kshatriya Jain family in present-day
Bihar, India.

33) Central Industrial Security Force (CISF) functions under ________.
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A.Ministry of Defence
B.Ministry of Law and Order
C.Ministry of Home Affairs
D.Ministry of External Affairs

Answer C
Explanation CSIF functions under the Union Ministry of Home Affairs. It covers over 300
industrial units, government infrastructure projects and facilities and establishments located all
over India. It is a unique organization in paramilitary forces for India.

34) Which of the following was taught by Mahavira?
A.ahimsa
B.Satya
C.asteya, brahmacharya, aparigraha
D.All the above

Answer D
Explanation Mahavira taught 5 mahavratas namely ahimsa (non-violence), Satya (truth), asteya
(non-stealing), brahmacharya (chastity) and aparigraha (non-attachment). His teachings are called
Jain Agamas.

35) Who is the Director-General of the Central Industrial Security Force
(CISF)?
A.Rajesh Ranjan
B.Prakash Kumar
C.Danush Pawan Kumar
D.Arun Patel

Answer A
Explanation Rajesh Ranjan is the Director-General of the Central Industrial Security Force
(CISF).

36) Who is the first Tirthankara?
A.Vimalanatha
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B.Rishabhdev
C.Kunthunatha
D.Shantinatha

Answer B
Explanation In Jainism, a Tirthankara is a saviour and spiritual teacher of the dharma (righteous
path). Lord Rishabhdev was the first Tirthankara of Jainism. He was born at Ayodhya in the
Ikshwaku Kula or clan. In Hinduism, he is known to be an avatara or incarnation of Vishnu. The
name of Rishabh's parents has been mentioned in the Bhagvata Purana.

37) Which country launched Centre for Augmenting WAR with COVID-19
Health Crisis (CAWACH)?
A.India
B.China
C.Israel
D.US

Answer A
Explanation Department of Science & Technology (DST), Government of India has set up a
Centre for Augmenting WAR with COVID-19 Health Crisis (CAWACH). The centre is a rapid
response to combat COVID-19 global pandemic.

38) When is World Health Day celebrated?
A.3 April
B.7 April
C.12 April
D.15 April

Answer B
Explanation World Health Day is celebrated on 7 April every year. The day aims to create
awareness of health to highlight a priority area of concern for the World Health Organization.
The day honors the contribution of nurses and midwives and recognizes their vital role in keeping
the world healthy.

39) When was the Delhi government (National Capital Region) formed?
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A.1985
B.1987
C.1992
D.1995

Answer C
Explanation Delhi government (National Capital Region) was formed on 1 February 1992.

40) What is the cost of the Centre for Augmenting WAR with COVID-19
Health Crisis (CAWACH)?
A.Rs.42 crore
B.Rs.56 crore
C.Rs.64 crore
D.Rs.70 crore

Answer B
Explanation Department of Science & Technology (DST), Government of India has set up a
Centre for Augmenting WAR with COVID-19 Health Crisis (CAWACH). The centre is a rapid
response to combat COVID-19 global pandemic. The total cost of the centre is Rs.56 crore.

41) Who is the Lt. Governor of Delhi?
A.Amulya Patnaik
B.Anil Baijal
C.Satyendra Kumar Jain
D.Manish Sisodia

Answer B
Explanation Anil Baijal, a former Union Home Secretary is the current Lt. Governor of Delhi.

42) World Health Day marks the inception of the World Health Day campaign
at the First Health Assembly in ________.
A.1943
B.1945
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C.1948
D.1952

Answer C
Explanation World Health Day marks the inception of the World Health Day campaign at the
First Health Assembly in 1948.

43) _________ announced that it is working on the Artemis program that aims
to land humans on the moon.
A.JAXA
B.ISRO
C.NASA
D.Roscosmos

Answer C
Explanation The American space agency NASA has announced that it is working on the Artemis
program. NASA aims to land humans on the moon by 2024 through this program. NASA also
submitted a report to the National Space Council on 2 April. The report focused on setting up the
Artemis Base Camp at the South Pole of the moon.

44) When was CMIE established?
A.1963
B.1968
C.1972
D.1976

Answer D
Explanation Center for Monitoring Indian Economy Pvt. Ltd. (CMIE) was established in 1976.
It is headquartered in Mumbai, India. It is a leading business information company.

45) When was WHO's World Health Day campaign came into effect?
A.1945
B.1950
C.1955

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(April 6 - April 12, 2020)

D.1960

Answer B
Explanation World Health Day marks the inception of the World Health Day campaign at the
First Health Assembly in 1948. It took effect in 1950. The campaign was initiated with the
motive of promoting awareness about physical and mental health and offer the necessary support.
It also focuses to make people understand the importance of universal health coverage.

46) NASA's Artemis program plans to establish a base camp on the Moon by
________.
A.2022
B.2024
C.2025
D.2023

Answer B
Explanation The American space agency NASA has announced that it is working on the Artemis
program. NASA aims to land humans on the moon by 2024 through this program. NASA also
submitted a report to the National Space Council on 2 April. NASA's Artemis program plans to
establish a base camp on the Moon by 2024.

47) WHO has named _______ as the 'International Year of the Nurse and the
Midwife'.
A.2019
B.2020
C.2021
D.2022

Answer B
Explanation WHO has named 2020 as the 'International Year of the Nurse and the Midwife'.

48) A survey released by the Center for Monitoring Indian Economy Pvt. Ltd.
(CMIE) stated that the unemployment rate in India has climbed to more than
_______.
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A.20%
B.25%
C.30%
D.35%

Answer A
Explanation A survey released by the Center for Monitoring Indian Economy Pvt. Ltd. (CMIE)
stated that the unemployment rate in India has climbed to more than 20%.

49) When is International Day of Reflection on the 1994 Genocide against the
Tutsi in Rwanda observed?
A.5 April
B.6 April
C.7 April
D.8 April

Answer C
Explanation International Day of Reflection on the 1994 Genocide against the Tutsi in Rwanda
is observed on 7 April. The day commemorates the victims of the genocide in Rwanda.

50) Who developed an anti-microbial coating that kills the influenza virus and
resistant pathogenic bacteria and fungi, including methicillin-resistant
Staphylococcus aureus and fluconazole-resistant C. Albicans spp?
A.Indian Institute of Science, Bengaluru
B.National Center For Biological Sciences
C.Raman Research Institute for Advanced MicroBiology
D.Jawaharlal Nehru Centre for Advanced Scientific Research

Answer D
Explanation The Department of Science & Technology (DST) has approved the anti-microbial
coating which was developed by Jawaharlal Nehru Centre for Advanced Scientific Research
(JNCASR). The covalent anti-microbial coating kills the influenza virus and resistant pathogenic
bacteria and fungi, including methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus and fluconazoleresistant C. Albicans spp.
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51) When was the Rwanda Genocide was a mass slaughter of Tutsi in Rwanda
during the Rwandan Civil War happen?
A.1992
B.1994
C.1985
D.1988

Answer B
Explanation 1994 Rwanda Genocide was a mass slaughter of Tutsi in Rwanda during the
Rwandan Civil War, which began in 1990. It was directed by members of the Hutu majority
government from 7 April to 15 July 1994.

52) Who developed a rapid diagnosis of diseases to develop a product for
detecting COVID-19 with a 10 to 15-minute test?
A.My Labs Pvt. Ltd.
B.Syngene International Limited India
C.Module Innovations
D.Biocon

Answer C
Explanation The Department of Science & Technology (DST) funded 'Module Innovations', a
Pune based healthcare startup to develop a rapid diagnosis of diseases to develop a product for
detecting COVID 19 with a 10 to 15-minute test.

53) Which is the state bird of West Bengal?
A.Sarus Crane
B.Brolga
C.Western Tragopan
D.White-throated kingfisher

Answer D
Explanation White-throated kingfisher is the state bird of West Bengal. The white-throated
kingfisher also known as the white-breasted kingfisher is a tree kingfisher, widely distributed in
Asia from the Sinai east through the Indian subcontinent to the Philippines.
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54) Which is the Capital of Rwanda?
A.Kigali
B.Gisenyi
C.Kamembe
D.Nyanza

Answer A
Explanation Kigali is the capital city of Rwanda, roughly in the center of the country. It sprawls
across numerous hills, ridges, and valleys, and has a vibrant restaurant and nightlife scene.

55) The nCoVSENSe test detects ________ to confirm presence of COVID-19.
A.IgG
B.IgM
C.Plasma
D.A&B

Answer D
Explanation The nCoVSENSe test detects the Immunoglobulin G (IgG) and Immunoglobulin M
(IgM) antibodies that generated in the human body upon the onset of viral infection and is
targeted against the Spike proteins making it specific for COVID-19.

56) Who is the President of Rwanda?
A.Yoweri Museveni
B.Paul Kagame
C.Kizito Mihigo
D.Juvnal Habyarimana

Answer B
Explanation Paul Kagame is a Rwandan politician and former military leader. He is the 4th and
current President of Rwanda, having taken office in 2000 when his predecessor, Pasteur
Bizimungu, resigned.

57) Indian Railways has successfully converted _______ coaches as Isolation
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Units with limited manpower amid the lockdown due to coronavirus outbreak.
A.2000
B.2500
C.3000
D.3200

Answer B
Explanation Indian Railways has successfully converted convert 2500 coaches as Isolation Units
with limited manpower amid the lockdown due to coronavirus outbreak.

58) What is the Currency of Rwanda?
A.Rwandan Dollar
B.Rwandan Pound
C.Rwandan Rial
D.Rwandan Franc

Answer D
Explanation The Rwandan Franc is the currency of Rwanda. Our currency rankings show that
the most popular Rwanda Franc exchange rate is the USD to RWF rate. The currency code for
Francs is RWF.

59) NHAI has accomplished the construction of ________ of national highways
in the financial Year 2019-20.
A.2,435 km
B.3,979 km
C.4,121 km
D.4,568 km

Answer B
Explanation National Highways Authority of India (NHAI) has accomplished the construction of
3,979 km of national highways in the financial Year 2019-20.

60) Which is the official language of Rwanda?
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A.French
B.Kinyarwanda
C.Swahili
D.All the above

Answer D
Explanation Kinyarwanda is the national language of Rwanda and the first language of almost
the entire population of the country. It is one of the country's official languages along with
French, English, and Swahili.

61) When was the National Highways Authority of India (NHAI) established?
A.1988
B.1992
C.1995
D.1998

Answer C
Explanation National Highways Authority of India (NHAI) was established in 1995. The
Authority is a nodal agency of the Ministry of Road Transport and Highways (MoRTH). The
NHAI is a statutory body.

62) Who is the Prime Minister of Rwanda?
A.douard Ngirente
B.Anastase Murekezi
C.Bernard Makuza
D.Vincent Biruta

Answer A
Explanation douard Ngirente is a Rwandan economist and politician. He serves as the Prime
Minister of Rwanda, since 30 August 2017, having been appointed by the President of Rwanda,
Paul Kagame.

63) National Highways Authority of India (NHAI) was created under the
provisions of the National Highways Authority of India Act, _______.
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A.1985
B.1988
C.1990
D.1994

Answer B
Explanation The National Highways Authority of India (NHAI) is a nodal agency of the
Ministry of Road Transport and Highways (MoRTH). The NHAI is a statutory body. It was
created under the provisions of the National Highways Authority of India Act, 1988.

64) Rwanda does not border with _______.
A.Nigeria
B.Uganda
C.Tanzania
D.Burundi

Answer A
Explanation Rwanda is located in Central/Eastern Africa and is bordered by the Democratic
Republic of the Congo to the west, Uganda to the north, Tanzania to the east, and Burundi to the
south.

65) Who is the Chairman of the National Highways Authority of India
(NHAI)?
A.Sukhbir Singh Sandhu
B.PK Michael Tharakan
C.Debasish Banerjee
D.Kiran Reddy

Answer A
Explanation Sukhbir Singh Sandhu is the current Chairman of the National Highways Authority
of India (NHAI).

66) Cabinet approved Non-operation of Members of Parliament Local Area
Development Scheme (MPLADS) for _______.
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A.2 years
B.3 years
C.4 years
D.5 years

Answer A
Explanation The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister Narendra Modi approved Nonoperation of Members of Parliament Local Area Development Scheme (MPLADS) for two years
from 2020-21 to 2021-22. The move is to provide support in managing the COVID-19 outbreak.
The move is a part of the Government's continued efforts to contain the spread of COVID-19.

67) Where is the headquarters of the National Highways Authority of India
(NHAI) located?
A.Kolkata
B.Pune
C.Jaipur
D.New Delhi

Answer D
Explanation The National Highways Authority of India (NHAI) is a nodal agency of the
Ministry of Road Transport and Highways (MoRTH). The NHAI is a statutory body. The
headquarters of NHAI is located in New Delhi.

68) When were Members of Parliament Local Area Development Scheme
(MPLADS) launched?
A.1985
B.1988
C.1990
D.1993

Answer D
Explanation The Members of Parliament Local Area Development Scheme (MPLADS) was
launched on 23 December 1993. It was administered by the Ministry of Rural Development. The
scheme enables the Members of Parliaments (MP) to recommend developmental work in their
constituencies to create durable community assets based on locally felt needs.
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69) Which of the Indian Smart Cities are using the integrated data dashboards
to provide up-to-date information about the status of coronavirus in different
administrative zones of their cities?
A.Bengaluru
B.Pune, Surat
C.Tumakuru
D.All the above

Answer D
Explanation Indian Smart Cities namely Bengaluru, Pune, Surat, and Tumakuru are using the
integrated data dashboards to provide up-to-date information about the status of coronavirus in
different administrative zones of their cities.

70) When was National Cadet Corps (NCC) established?
A.1948
B.1953
C.1956
D.1960

Answer A
Explanation National Cadet Corps (NCC) is the Youth Wing of Indian Armed Forces. It is
headquartered in New Delhi, India. NCC has been active since 16 April 1948.

71) Where is Surat located?
A.Rajasthan
B.Gujarat
C.Telangana
D.Madhya Pradesh

Answer B
Explanation Surat is a large city beside the Tapi River in the west Indian state of Gujarat. Once
known for silk weaving, Surat remains a commercial center for textiles, and the New Textile
Market area is lined with fabric shops. Overlooking the river, Surat Castle was built in the 1500s
to defend the city against Portuguese colonists.
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72) India's edible oil imports have declined to _______ in March 2020 due to
lockdown.
A.21.32%
B.24.56%
C.28.21%
D.32.44%

Answer D
Explanation Trade body Solvent Extractors' Association of India (SEA) reported that India's
edible oil imports have declined 32.44% to 9,41,219 tonnes in March 2020. The reason for the
decline is due to government restrictions on the purchase of refined palm oil from the overseas
market. India had imported 13,93,255 tonnes in March 2019.

73) Which state government as the Central government to release funds as the
revenue deficit grant to the state to tackle the COVID-19 crisis?
A.Gujarat
B.Maharashtra
C.West Bengal
D.Uttarakhand

Answer C
Explanation West Bengal state government has asked the Centre to release Rs.5,013 crore as the
revenue deficit grant to the state. The fund will be used to tackle the COVID-19 crisis.

74) The share of palm oil is more than _______ of India's total vegetable oil
imports.
A.45%
B.56%
C.60%
D.68%

Answer C
Explanation India is the world's leading vegetable oil buyer. The share of palm oil is more than
60% of India's total vegetable oil imports.
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75) When was West Bengal formed?
A.1947
B.1950
C.1963
D.1967

Answer B
Explanation West Bengal was formed on 26 January 1950.

76) As per SEA, there was a ________ fall in import of refined, bleached and
deodorized (RBD) palmolein at 30,850 tonnes in March 2020.
A.90%
B.80%
C.75%
D.60%

Answer A
Explanation Trade body Solvent Extractors' Association of India (SEA) reported that India's
edible oil imports have declined 32.44% to 9,41,219 tonnes in March 2020. It highlighted that
there was a 90% fall in import of refined, bleached and deodorized (RBD) palmolein at 30,850
tonnes in March 2020 against 3,12,673 tonnes in 2019.

77) Who is the governor of West Bengal?
A.Ramesh Bais
B.Jagdeep Dhankhar
C.Phagu Chauhan
D.Lalji Tandon

Answer B
Explanation Jagdeep Dhankhar is an Indian politician who belongs to the Bharatiya Janata Party.
As of 2019, he is serving as Governor of West Bengal. He is an advocate at the Supreme Court of
India and was a member of Lok Sabha from 1989 to 1991.
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78) When was Solvent Extractors' Association of India (SEA) established?
A.1958
B.1963
C.1975
D.1970

Answer B
Explanation Solvent Extractors' Association of India (SEA) was established in 1963. The aim is
to help and foster the development and growth of the Solvent Extraction Industry in India.

79) Who is the Chief Minister of West Bengal?
A.Arvind Kejriwal
B.Mayawati
C.Mamata Banerjee
D.Mukul Roy

Answer C
Explanation Mamata Banerjee is an Indian politician who has served as the 8th and current Chief
Minister of West Bengal since 2011 being the first woman to hold the office. She founded the
party All India Trinamool Congress in 1998 after separating from the Indian National Congress
and became its chairperson.

80) Which is the Capital of West Bengal?
A.Siliguri
B.Kolkata
C.Howrah
D.Haldia

Answer B
Explanation The capital of West Bengal is Kolkata. Although in the area West Bengal ranks as
one of the smaller states of India, it is one of the largest in population. The capital is Kolkata
(Calcutta). Area 34,267 square miles (88,752 square km).

81) How many members are there in Solvent Extractors' Association of India
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(SEA)?
A.300
B.450
C.638
D.875

Answer D
Explanation Solvent Extractors' Association of India (SEA) was established in 1963. The aim is
to help and foster the development and growth of the Solvent Extraction Industry in India. SEA
currently has 875 members with about 350 working solvent extraction plants which has the
processing annual capacity of about 30 million tonnes.

82) Which state government announced the 5T plan to stop the spread of the
novel coronavirus namely testing, tracing, treatment, teamwork, and track?
A.Uttar Pradesh
B.West Bengal
C.Delhi
D.Goa

Answer C
Explanation Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal has announced a 5T plan to stop the spread of
the novel coronavirus. The 5T plan is testing, tracing, treatment, teamwork, and track.

83) Cabinet approved an ordinance to cut _______ Salary, Allowances, and
Pension of Members of Parliament (MP) Act.
A.30%
B.40%
C.50%
D.60%

Answer A
Explanation The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi has decided to amend
the Salary, Allowances, and Pension of Members of Parliament (MP) Act through an ordinance.
As per the amendment, there will be a salary cut of all ministers, including Prime Minister, for a
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year by 30%. The information was passed by the Union Minister of Information and Broadcasting
Prakash Javadekar in New Delhi.

84) Who designed and developed a disinfected barrier-examination booth to
examine COVID-19 patients?
A.ICMR
B.AIIMS
C.SCTIMST
D.RAFTAR

Answer C
Explanation Scientists at Sree Chitra Tirunal Institute for Medical Sciences and Technology
(SCTIMST) have designed and developed a disinfected barrier-examination booth to examine
COVID-19 patients. It is a thoughtfully designed protective booth with clinician inputs.

85) Consolidated Fund of India of the Central government was established
under Article ________ of the Indian Constitution.
A.245
B.267
C.275
D.280

Answer B
Explanation Consolidated Fund of India is the revenues collected by the Centre through direct
taxes and indirect taxes, license fees, money received by the government in loan repayment,
profits from public sector undertakings. CFI is used for all the expenses of the government. CFI
of the Central government was established under Article 267 of the Indian Constitution.

86) ________ acts as a disinfectant at the disinfected barrier-examination
booth developed by Scientists at Sree Chitra Tirunal Institute for Medical
Sciences and Technology.
A.Iso-propanol spraying
B.Thymol exposure
C.Dischloroisocyanurate dihydrate spray
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D.UV radiation

Answer D
Explanation Scientists at Sree Chitra Tirunal Institute for Medical Sciences and Technology
(SCTIMST) have designed and developed a disinfected barrier-examination booth to examine
COVID-19 patients. It is a thoughtfully designed protective booth with clinician inputs.

87) Which fund is collected by the Centre through direct taxes and indirect
taxes, license fees, money received by the government in loan repayment,
profits from public sector undertakings?
A.Contingency Fund
B.Public Account
C.CGA
D.Consolidated Fund

Answer D
Explanation Consolidated Fund of India is the revenues collected by the Centre through direct
taxes and indirect taxes, license fees, money received by the government in loan repayment,
profits from public sector undertakings. CFI is used for all the expenses of the government. CFI
of the Central government was established under Article 267 of the Indian Constitution and State
Government was established under Article 266 of the Indian Constitution.

88) Consolidated Fund of India of the State government was established under
Article ________ of the Indian Constitution.
A.261
B.266
C.272
D.285

Answer B
Explanation Consolidated Fund of India is the revenues collected by the Centre through direct
taxes and indirect taxes, license fees, money received by the government in loan repayment,
profits from public sector undertakings. CFI is used for all the expenses of the government. CFI
of the State Government was established under Article 266 of the Indian Constitution.
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89) __________ is developing modified Polymerase chain reaction (PCR) based
detection kit and a portable chip-based module for rapid screening for the
detection of COVID-19.
A.My Labs Pvt Ltd
B.Module Innovations
C.FastSense Diagnostics
D.Smart Green Pvt Ltd

Answer C
Explanation FastSense Diagnostics announced that it is currently developing two modules for
the detection of COVID-19. The startup is being funded by the Department of Science and
Technology (DST). One is a modified Polymerase chain reaction (PCR) based detection kit for
confirmatory analysis in less time compared to existing detection methods. Approximately 50
samples can be tested in an hour. The second is a portable chip-based module for rapid screening
of the target population based on the on-chip sensing technology that would provide on the spot
results in less than 15 min per sample.

90) Who audits the Consolidated Fund of India?
A.Solicitor General of India
B.Comptroller and Auditor General
C.Attorney General
D.Principal Deputy Solicitor General

Answer B
Explanation Only with the approval of Parliament, money can be withdrawn from CFI. The fund
is audited by the Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG) of India and the reports will be
submitted to the Union legislatures. Rajiv Mehrishi is the current CAG of India.

91) Modified Polymerase chain reaction (PCR) based detection kit is used to
detect and confirm ________.
A.Tuberculosis
B.COVID-19
C.H1N1
D.AIDS
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Answer B
Explanation Modified Polymerase chain reaction (PCR) based detection kit is used for the
confirmatory analysis of coronavirus (COVID-19 positive) in less time compared to existing
detection methods. Approximately 50 samples can be tested in an hour.

92) Who is the Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG) of India?
A.Arvind Mayaram
B.Pradeep Kumar Sinha
C.Sunil Arora
D.Rajiv Mehrishi

Answer D
Explanation Rajiv Mehrishi is the current Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG) of India.
Rajiv Mehrishi is a retired Indian Administrative Service officer of 1978 batch belonging to
Rajasthan cadre. He is the current 13th Comptroller and Auditor General of India and ViceChairman of the United Nations Panel of External Auditors. He was appointed the Home
Secretary of India on 31 August 2015.

93) When was the Financial Action Task Force (FATF) established?
A.1965
B.1972
C.1978
D.1989

Answer D
Explanation Paris-based FATF is an inter-governmental body formed in 1989. The organization
aims to combat money laundering, terrorist financing and other related threats to the integrity of
the international financial system.

94) When was the Competition Commission of India (CCI) established?
A.1985
B.1989
C.1994
D.2003
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Answer D
Explanation Competition Commission of India was established on 14 October 2003. CCI is a
statutory body of the Government of India responsible for enforcing The Competition Act, 2002
throughout India and to prevent activities that have an appreciable adverse effect on competition
in India.

95) When was the JSW Energy Limited established?
A.1978
B.1985
C.1994
D.1998

Answer C
Explanation JSW Energy Limited was established in 1994. JSW Energy is in various areas of
power including Generation, Transmission, and Trading. The operational generating capacity of
JSW Energy is 5681 MW. The products of the company include Electricity Generation and
transmission, Hydroelectricity, energy trading, Mining, Power Plant Equipment Manufacturing.

96) Madhuban Gajar is a biofortified ________.
A.wheat
B.brinjal
C.carrot
D.cotton

Answer C
Explanation A biofortified carrot variety named 'Madhuban Gajar' was developed by Shri
Vallabhhai Vasrambhai Marvaniya, a farmer scientist from Junagadh district, Gujarat. The carrot
has high -carotene and iron content.

97) Who is the Chairman of JSW Energy?
A.Sajjan Jindal
B.Natarajan Chandrasekaran
C.Rajesh Gopinathan
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D.Salil Parekh

Answer A
Explanation Sajjan Jindal is an Indian entrepreneur. He is the chair and managing director of
JSW Group of companies diversified in steel, mining, energy, sports, infrastructure and software
business. JSW Steel is India's largest private steel producer.

98) ________ is the strongly colored red-orange pigment abundant in plants
and fruits.
A.Alpha carotene
B.Beta carotene
C.Zeaxanthin
D.Albumin

Answer B
Explanation Beta carotene is a red-orange pigment found in plants and fruits, especially carrots
and colorful vegetables. The name beta carotene comes from the Greek beta and Latin carota
(carrot). It is the yellow/orange pigment that gives vegetables and fruits their rich colors.

99) When was the Indian Air Force established?
A.1924
B.1932
C.1938
D.1943

Answer B
Explanation Indian Air Force (IAF) was established on 8 October 1932. IAF is a part of the
Indian Armed Forces. IAF is responsible to secure Indian airspace and to conduct aerial warfare
during armed conflict.

100) How many members are there in the Financial Action Task Force
(FATF)?
A.24
B.38
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C.47
D.56

Answer B
Explanation Currently, there are 38 members of the FATF; 36 jurisdictions and 2 regional
organizations (the Gulf Cooperation Council and the European Commission). These Members are
at the core of global efforts to combat money laundering and terrorist financing.

101) When did the National Innovation Foundation (NIF) conduct trials for
Madhuban Gajar variety carrot?
A.2014-2015
B.2015-2016
C.2016-2017
D.2017-2018

Answer C
Explanation The validation trials for Madhuban Gajar variety were done by the National
Innovation Foundation (NIF), India at Rajasthan Agricultural Research Institute (RARI), Jaipur,
between 2016 and 2017. The trial was conducted in different states like Gujarat, Maharashtra,
Rajasthan, Assam, Haryana, Punjab, and West Bengal.

102) Financial Action Task Force's (FATF) has scheduled to host its next
meeting in _______.
A.Beijing, China
B.New Delhi, India
C.Rome, Italy
D.Stockholm, Sweden

Answer A
Explanation Financial Action Task Force's (FATF) has scheduled to host its next meeting in
Beijing, China on 21-26 June 2020. The schedule might be changed due to the coronavirus
pandemic.

103) _______ began research on the whole genome sequencing of novel
coronavirus for the first time.
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A.CSIR-CCMB
B.IGIB
C.ICMR
D.A&B

Answer D
Explanation Centre for Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR) Centre for Cellular and
Molecular Biology (CCMB), Hyderabad and Institute of Genomics and Integrative Biology
(IGIB), New Delhi began research on the whole genome sequencing of novel coronavirus for the
first time.

104) Which country's performance will be reviewed by Financial Action Task
Force (FATF), as the country has taken several measures to be removed from
FATF's greylist?
A.Afghanistan
B.Iran
C.Pakistan
D.Africa

Answer C
Explanation Global anti-money laundering watchdog Financial Action Task Force (FATF) has
announced that it will review Pakistan's performance to meet international commitments in the
fight against terror financing. The Pakistan government has taken several measures to be removed
from the list of countries deemed non-compliant with anti-money laundering and terrorist
financing regulations.

105) Who is the Commander-in-Chief of the Indian Air Force (IAF)?
A.President Ram Nath Kovind
B.Vice President Venkiah Naidu
C.Prime Minister Narendra Modi
D.Defence Minister Rajnath Singh

Answer A
Explanation President of India Ram Nath Kovind is the Supreme Commander-in-Chief of the
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Indian Air Force (IAF).

106) What is/are the separate graded facilities, the Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare has framed to manage suspected and confirmed COVID-19
cases?
A.COVID Care Centre (CCC)
B.Dedicated COVID Health Centre (DCHC)
C.Dedicated COVID Hospital (DCH)
D.All the Above

Answer D
Explanation The Ministry of Health and Family Welfare has framed detailed guidelines to
manage suspected and confirmed COVID-19 cases in separate graded facilities. The move is to
avoid cohorting of COVID-19 patients with other patients. As per the plan, the healthcare
facilities will be graded and designated as COVID Care Centre (CCC), Dedicated COVID Health
Centre (DCHC) and Dedicated COVID Hospital (DCH).

107) Where is the headquarters of JSW Energy Limited located?
A.New Delhi
B.Kolkata
C.Mumbai
D.Hyderabad

Answer C
Explanation JSW Energy Limited was established in 1994. It is headquartered in Mumbai, India.
JSW Energy is in various areas of power including Generation, Transmission, and Trading. The
operational generating capacity of JSW Energy is 5681 MW.

108) Who is the Chief of the Air Staff (CAS) of the Indian Air Force?
A.Rakesh Kumar Singh Bhadauria
B.Harjit Singh Arora
C.Bipin Rawat
D.Manoj Mukund Naravane
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Answer A
Explanation Air Chief Marshal Rakesh Kumar Singh Bhadauria, is the current Chief of the Air
Staff of the Indian Air Force and assumed office on 30 September 2019 after superannuation of
Air Chief Marshal Birender Singh Dhanoa.

109) Which State government is to procure 3 lakh rapid testing kits for
COVID-19?
A.Maharashtra
B.Andhra Pradesh
C.Madhya Pradesh
D.Karnataka

Answer B
Explanation Andhra Pradesh state government has placed an order for 3 lakh rapid testing kits
for COVID-19. The AP state government has identified and designated 13 hospitals in 13 districts
as COVID hospitals.

110) Which Ministry has launched Samadhan Challenge to search and develop
new measures that can provide quick solutions to the Coronavirus epidemic
and other such calamities?
A.Ministry of Home Affairs
B.Ministry of Human Resources Development
C.Ministry of Science and Technology
D.Ministry of Research and Technology

Answer B
Explanation The Innovation Cell of the Ministry of Human Resources Development (MHRD) in
collaboration with All India Council for Technical Education (AICTE) and Forge and
InnovatioCuris launched "SAMADHAN", a mega online challenge, to test the ability of students
to innovate.

111) ________ has partnered with the district administration of Mysore,
Karnataka to provide enough equipment needed for testing of samples.
A.CSIR-CFTRI
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B.ICMR
C.All India Institute Of Medical Sciences
D.All India Council for Technical Education

Answer A
Explanation Mysore-based Council of Scientific and Industrial Research-Central Food
Technological Research Institute (CSIR-CFTRI) has partnered with the district administration of
Mysore, Karnataka to provide enough equipment needed for testing of samples.

112) When was CSIR-CFTRI established?
A.1950
B.1958
C.1963
D.1970

Answer A
Explanation CSIR-Central Food Technological Research Institute is one of the constituent
laboratories under the aegis of the Council of Scientific and Industrial Research. It was opened on
21 October 1950 in Mysore, Karnataka.

113) ________ is to support the Department of Biosciences and Bioengineering
(DBB), IIT-Bombay conducts research to capture and inactivate novel
coronavirus.
A.SERB
B.CSIR
C.AICTE
D.ICMR

Answer A
Explanation Science and Engineering Research Board (SERB) of the Department of Science and
Technology (DST) is to support and fund a technology by the Department of Biosciences and
Bioengineering (DBB), IIT-Bombay to capture and inactivate novel coronavirus.

114) Where is CSIR-Central Food Technological Research Institute (CSIRCFTRI) located?
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A.Bangalore
B.Mysuru
C.Hyderabad
D.Chennai

Answer B
Explanation CSIR-Central Food Technological Research Institute (CSIR-CFTRI), is one of the
constituent laboratory under the aegis of the Council of Scientific and Industrial Research
(CSIR). It was opened on 21 October 1950 in Mysuru, Karnataka.

115) Ministry of Statistics & Programme Implementation (MoSPI) has
partnered with ________ for the 2020 economic census data collection.
A.CSC e-Governance Services India Ltd
B.TNPB e-Governance Services India Ltd
C.MTS e-Governance Services India Ltd
D.IBM

Answer A
Explanation The economic census is conducted in 2020 after a gap of five years. For the survey
data collection, MoSPI has partnered with CSC e-Governance Services India Ltd.

116) When was Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation
established?
A.1985
B.1988
C.1994
D.1999

Answer D
Explanation The Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation came into existence as
an Independent Ministry on 15.10.1999 after the merger of the Department of Statistics and the
Department of Programme Implementation.

117) When was International Labour Organization (ILO) established?
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A.1919
B.1924
C.1932
D.1945

Answer A
Explanation International Labour Organization (ILO) was established on 1919.

118) As per ILO's report, around _______ will lose job in India due to
COVID-19 crisis.
A.100 billion
B.143 billion
C.195 billion
D.226 billion

Answer C
Explanation United Nations' International Labour Organization (ILO) reported that the Indian
economy is to face catastrophic consequences in the second quarter of 2020 in the wake of the
COVID-19 outbreak.The report highlighted that the economic breakdown will wipe out 195
million full-time jobs or 6.7% of working hours globally in the second quarter of the year 2020.

119) Department of Personnel and Training (DoPT) is to launch ________ a
learning platform to combat COVID-19 for all front-line workers.
A.COVID warrior
B.Pragyam
C.iGOT platform
D.SafeIndia

Answer C
Explanation The Department of Personnel and Training (DoPT) is to launch "iGOT platform," a
learning platform to combat COVID-19 for all front-line workers. The digital platform to train all
healthcare people who fight against coronavirus in India.

120) CSIR-Central Electrochemical Research Institute (CECRI) partnered
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with _______ to increase the mass production of Face Shield.
A.3D Lycan
B.My labs Pvt. Ltd.
C.Module Innovations
D.Infosys

Answer A
Explanation CSIR-Central Electrochemical Research Institute (CECRI) at Karaikudi, Tamil
Nadu, has developed a series of lab-made Personal protective equipment (PPEs) to fight
COVID-19 pandemic.

121) DoPT functions under _________.
A.Ministry of Finance
B.Ministry of Research & Development
C.Ministry of Science & Technology
D.Ministry of Personnel, Public Grievances, and Pensions

Answer D
Explanation Department of Personnel and Training (DoPT) functions under the Ministry of
Personnel, Public Grievances and Pensions.

122) As per WHO recommendations, ________ of Iso-propanol should be used
in the hand sanitizers to stay safe from COVID-19.
A.60%
B.75%
C.80%
D.82%

Answer B
Explanation For hand sanitizers, WHO has recommended the presence of 75% Iso-propanol,
1.45% Glycerol, 0.125% Hydrogen peroxide and lemongrass oil for fragrance.

123) Who is the Chairman of the Income Tax Department of India?
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A.John Joseph
B.Rajiv Gauba
C.Pramod Chandra Modi
D.Aditya Kumar

Answer C
Explanation The Chairman of Income Tax Department of India which is headed by the Central
Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT) is Pramod Chandra Modi.

124) Central Electrochemical Research Institute (CECRI) functions under the
ageis of _______.
A.IMCR
B.AIIMS
C.CSIR
D.AICTE

Answer C
Explanation CECRI functions under the Council of Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR).
CECRI is the premier institution for research and development in electrochemical Science &
Technology in India. CSIR-Central Electrochemical Research Institute (CECRI) was established
in 1953.

125) #iStandWithHumanity is an initiative started by _______ to help migrant
workers & underprivileged families in Barnala.
A.Goonj
B.Art of Living Foundation
C.Rural Development Foundation
D.Aashayein foundation

Answer B
Explanation #iStandWithHumanity initiative was started by the Art of Living Foundation. It
fostering individual well-being, societal development and global peace through our programs,
social initiatives and a network of volunteers in 156 countries. Under the initiative, Art of Living
centre along with the support of IOL Chemicals & Pharmaceuticals distributed 1,200 ration kits
& 1,000 masks to the migrant workers & underprivileged families in Barnala.
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126) When was CSIR-Central Electrochemical Research Institute (CECRI)
established?
A.1948
B.1953
C.1960
D.1965

Answer B
Explanation CSIR-Central Electrochemical Research Institute (CECRI) was established in 1953.
CECRI functions under the Council of Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR). CECRI is the
premier institution for research and development in electrochemical Science & Technology in
India.

127) Income Tax Department functions under ________.
A.Ministry of Home Affairs
B.Ministry of Finance
C.Ministry of Corporate & Trade
D.Ministry of Commerce

Answer B
Explanation Income Tax Department functions under the Ministry of Finance. The department is
headed by the Central Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT). It enforces various direct tax laws, to
collect revenue for the Government of India.

128) Where is the CSIR-Central Electrochemical Research Institute (CECRI)
located?
A.Pune, Maharashtra
B.Karaikudi, Tamil Nadu
C.Kochi, Kerala
D.Nellore, Andhra Pradesh

Answer A
Explanation CSIR-Central Electrochemical Research Institute (CECRI) was established in 1953.
CECRI is located in Karaikudi, Tamil Nadu. CECRI functions under the Council of Scientific
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and Industrial Research (CSIR). CECRI is the premier institution for research and development in
electrochemical Science & Technology in India.

129) Tribal Cooperative Marketing Development Federation of India
(TRIFED) has partnered with ________ to ensure the tribal gatherers carry on
their work safely.
A.UNICEF
B.UNSAID
C.WHO
D.United Nations FAO

Answer A
Explanation Tribal Cooperative Marketing Development Federation of India (TRIFED) has
partnered with United Nations International Children's Emergency Fund (UNICEF) to ensure the
tribal gatherers carry on their work safely.

130) Where is the CSIR-National Chemical Laboratory located?
A.Hyderabad
B.Ahmedabad
C.Pune
D.Bengaluru

Answer C
Explanation CSIR-National Chemical Laboratory is located in Pune, Maharashtra.

131) Who designed and developed the membrane oxygenator equipment
(MOE)?
A.Genrich Membranes
B.Heart Care India CO
C.BPL MedTech Pvt Ltd
D.Reach Pneumatics

Answer A
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Explanation Department of Science and Technology (DST) is to support and provide funding to
the Genrich Membranes, a spin-off company, based on proprietary technology licensed from
CSIR-National Chemical Laboratory, Pune to increase the membrane oxygenator equipment
(MOE). MOE is developed to treat COVID-19 patients. The equipment was successfully tested at
Genrich.

132) When was the Income Tax Department established?
A.1860
B.1885
C.1895
D.1901

Answer A
Explanation Income Tax Department was established in 1860. Income Tax Department
functions under the Ministry of Finance. The department is headed by the Central Board of Direct
Taxes (CBDT). It enforces various direct tax laws, to collect revenue for the Government of
India.

133) Innovative-based membrane oxygenator equipment (MOE) is an
indigenous hollow-fiber membrane technology that enriches oxygen in the air
up to _______ under the pressure of 4-7 bar, using an oil-free compressor.
A.35%
B.52%
C.65%
D.73%

Answer A
Explanation Department of Science and Technology (DST) is to support and provide funding to
the Genrich Membranes to increase the manufacture of membrane oxygenator equipment (MOE).
Innovative-based MOE is an indigenous hollow-fiber membrane technology that enriches oxygen
in the air up to 35% under the pressure of 4-7 bar, using an oil-free compressor.

134) CSIR-National Chemical Laboratory (NCL) partnered with ________ to
speed up the manufacture of the newly designed thermometer.
A.ICMR
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B.AIIMS
C.BEL
D.JIPMER

Answer C
Explanation CSIR-National Chemical Laboratory (NCL) Pune, Maharashtra has designed and
developed Digital IR Thermometer to help in the mitigation of the Coronavirus outbreak. NCL
has partnered with Bharat Electronics Ltd, Pune (BEL) to speed up the manufacture of the newly
designed thermometer.

135) What is the maximum number of judges in the Supreme court?
A.28
B.30
C.32
D.34

Answer D
Explanation The Supreme Court of India is the highest judicial court under the Constitution of
India, the highest constitutional court, with the power of judicial review. Consisting of the Chief
Justice of India and a maximum of 34 judges, it has extensive powers in the form of original,
appellate and advisory jurisdictions. It is regarded as the most powerful public institution in India.

136) Which of the following Ministry launched the revised version of the
Swachhata App to handle queries specific to the COVID-19 pandemic?
A.Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs
B.Ministry of Home Affairs
C.Ministry of Personnel, Public Grievances & Pensions
D.Ministry of Human Resource Development

Answer A
Explanation The Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs (MoHUA) announced the launch of a
revised version of the existing "Swachhata-MoHUA App". The pilot version of the revised
version of the App is being tested. After its feedback, it will be launched across India.

137) When was the Constitution of India ratified?
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A.26 November 1947
B.26 November 1949
C.26 January 1949
D.26 January 1950

Answer B
Explanation The Constitution of India was adopted/ratified by the Constituent Assembly of India
on 26 November 1949 and became effective on 26 January 1950.

138) ________ developed a handheld digital IR thermometer which is the
primary and important component that is used to measure Coronavirus
infection.
A.ICMR
B.CSIR-NCL
C.CSIR-CECRI
D.Module Innovations

Answer B
Explanation CSIR-National Chemical Laboratory (NCL) Pune, Maharashtra has designed and
developed Digital IR Thermometer to help in the mitigation of the Coronavirus outbreak. NCL
has partnered with Bharat Electronics Ltd, Pune (BEL) to speed up the manufacture of the newly
designed thermometer.

139) Who launched the Chitra Acrylosorb Secretion Solidification System?
A.ICMR
B.My labs
C.CSIR
D.SCTIMST

Answer D
Explanation Scientists at Sree Chitra Tirunal Institute for Medical Sciences and Technology
(SCTIMST) have designed and developed the "Chitra Acrylosorb Secretion Solidification
System," a highly efficient superabsorbent material for liquid respiratory and other body fluid
solidification. It can also be used as a disinfection for the safe management of infected respiratory
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secretions.

140) How many chambers are there in the Indian Parliament?
A.1
B.2
C.3
D.4

Answer B
Explanation The Parliament of India is the supreme legislative body of the Republic of India. It
is a bicameral legislature composed of the President of India and the two houses (chambers): the
Rajya Sabha (Council of States) and the Lok Sabha (House of the People).

141) When was National Chemical Laboratory (NCL) established?
A.1950
B.1956
C.1962
D.1964

Answer A
Explanation CSIR-National Chemical Laboratory (NCL) was established in 1950. NCL is a
government based laboratory that functions under the aegis of the Council of Scientific &
Industrial Research (CSIR) India.

142) The US military has requested an additional _______ fund to strengthen
naval, airborne and ground-based operations in the Indo-Pacific region.
A.$1 billion
B.$10 billion
C.$20 billion
D.$35 billion

Answer C
Explanation The US military has requested an additional $20 billion fund to strengthen naval,
airborne and ground-based operations in the Indo-Pacific region.
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143) Where is the National Chemical Laboratory (NCL) located?
A.Mysuru
B.Bengaluru
C.Pune
D.Ahmedabad

Answer C
Explanation CSIR-National Chemical Laboratory (NCL) was established in 1950. It is located in
Pune, Maharashtra. NCL is a government based laboratory that functions under the aegis of the
Council of Scientific & Industrial Research (CSIR) India.

144) The Supreme Court (SC) directed the government to make COVID-19
testing by private laboratories ________.
A.free
B.Rs.200
C.Rs.400
D.Rs.800

Answer A
Explanation The Supreme Court (SC), in an interim order, directed the government to make
COVID-19 testing by private laboratories free of charge.

145) CSIR-NCL developed a handheld digital ________ thermometer which is
the primary and important component that is used to measure Coronavirus
infection.
A.Ultra Violet
B.InfraRed
C.Nanowave based
D.Radiowave based

Answer B
Explanation CSIR-NCL developed a handheld digital Infra-Red (IR) thermometer. It is the
primary and important component that is used to measure Coronavirus infection.
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146) How much did the fuel demand decline in March due to the lockdown, as
per the India Rankings report?
A.10%
B.20%
C.30%
D.40%

Answer B
Explanation India Ratings stated that the fuel demand witnessed a fall by around 20% in March
amid the lockdown due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

147) Centre is to announce around _______ stimulus and focus on help for
small and medium businesses that are suffering due to the coronavirus
outbreak.
A.Rs.50,000 crore
B.Rs.1 lakh crore
C.Rs.1.25 lakh crore
D.Rs.1.50 lakh crore

Answer B
Explanation Centre is to announce around Rs.1 lakh crore ($13 billion) stimulus and focus on
help for small and medium businesses that are suffering due to the coronavirus outbreak.

148) A report by India Ratings stated that capacity utilization levels have
fallen to _______ in March.
A.20%
B.30%
C.40%
D.50%

Answer A
Explanation A report by India Ratings stated that the fuel demand witnessed a fall by around
20% in March amid the lockdown due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Also, capacity utilization
levels have fallen to 50% in March.
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149) GoI has sanctioned _______ package to strengthen India's fight against
the novel coronavirus through COVID-19 Emergency Response and Health
System Preparedness Package.
A.Rs.15,000 crore
B.Rs.25,000 crore
C.Rs.40,000 crore
D.Rs.50,000 crore

Answer A
Explanation The Government of India sanctioned Rs.15,000 crore package to strengthen India's
fight against the novel coronavirus. The amount will be used for COVID-19 Emergency
Response and Health System Preparedness Package.

150) Where did the Kendriya Bhandar that functions under the Department of
Personnel and Training (DoPT) provide "Essentials Kits" to needy families
due to the lockdown?
A.Goa
B.Delhi
C.Madhya Pradesh
D.Maharashtra

Answer B
Explanation Kendriya Bhandar that functions under the Department of Personnel and Training
(DoPT) has taken the unique initiative of providing "Essentials Kits" to needy families in Delhi
due to the COVID-19 crisis. The Kits were delivered by Union Minister of Personnel, Public
Grievances, Pensions and DoNER Dr. Jitendra Singh.

151) Supreme Court directed the corporates to reimburse through corporate
social responsibility (CSR) to private labs so that their material costs can be
recovered.
A.Rs.1,000-5,000
B.Rs.2,000-2,500
C.Rs.3,000-3,500
D.Rs.3,000-4,500
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Answer B
Explanation Supreme Court directed the corporates to reimburse Rs.2,000-2,500 through
corporate social responsibility (CSR) to private labs so that their material costs can be recovered.

152) Kendriya Bhandar functions under ________.
A.Ministry of Finance
B.Ministry of Home Affairs
C.Ministry of Personnel, Public Grievances & Pensions
D.Ministry of Human Resource Development

Answer C
Explanation The Central Govt. Employees, Consumer Cooperative Society Ltd. is popularly
known as Kendriya Bhandar was set up in 1963 as a welfare project for the benefit of Central
Govt. employees and the public at large. It is functioning under the aegis of the Ministry of
Personnel, Public Grievances & Pensions, Govt. of India.

153) When was the Supreme Court (SC) established?
A.1919
B.1924
C.1937
D.1946

Answer C
Explanation The Supreme Court of India is the highest judicial court under the Constitution of
India. It was established on 1 October 1937.

154) When was the Kendriya Bhandar established?
A.1955
B.1963
C.1970
D.1974

Answer B
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Explanation The Central Govt. Employees, Consumer Cooperative Society Ltd. is popularly
known as Kendriya Bhandar was set up in 1963 as a welfare project for the benefit of Central
Govt. employees and the public at large. It is functioning under the aegis of Ministry of
Personnel, Public Grievances & Pensions, Govt. of India and was registered with Delhi Registrar
of Cooperative Societies. Subsequently, it was registered with the Central Registrar of
Cooperative Societies, Govt. of India as a Multi-State Consumer Cooperative Society in
September 2000.

155) Where is the Supreme court located?
A.New Delhi
B.Ajmer
C.Agra
D.Lucknow

Answer A
Explanation The Supreme court is located in Tilak Marg, New Delhi, Delhi.

156) When was the Ministry of Personnel, Public Grievances & Pensions
founded?
A.1970
B.1975
C.1980
D.1985

Answer A
Explanation The Ministry of Personnel, Public Grievances & Pensions was founded on 1 August
1970. It takes care of the personnel matters specially issues concerning recruitment, training,
career development, staff welfare as well as the post-retirement dispensation.

157) Who is the Chief Justice of India?
A.Ranjan Gogoi
B.Sharad Arvind Bobde
C.S. Abdul Nazeer
D.N. V. Ramana
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Answer B
Explanation Sharad Arvind Bobde is an Indian judge serving as the 47th and current Chief
Justice of India.

158) When was Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana (PMJDY) launched?
A.2014
B.2015
C.2017
D.2019

Answer A
Explanation Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana (PMJDY) was launched on 28 August 2014. It
was launched by Prime Minister Narendra Modi with an aim to provide universal access to
banking facilities to all households.

159) Centre has announced that it is to deposit _______ in each Pradhan
Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana (PMJDY) account to provide help and support to the
people amid the lockdown due to COVID-19 outbreak.
A.Rs.750
B.Rs.1,000
C.Rs.1,500
D.Rs.3,000

Answer B
Explanation Ministry of Finance announced Rs.500 has been deposited in each Pradhan Mantri
Jan Dhan Yojana (PMJDY) account held by women for the month of April and Rs.500 more will
be given over the month of May in equal installments.

160) Which state has set up a 24x7 Toll-free helpline facility for procurement
during Rabi Season 2020?
A.Rajasthan
B.Punjab
C.Haryana
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D.Gujarat

Answer C
Explanation The Haryana State Government has set up a 24x7 Toll-free helpline facility for
procurement during Rabi Season 2020 and also ensuring social distancing norms. The aim of the
move is to facilitate the farmers during the Rabi procurement season in these difficult times of the
COVID-19 Pandemic.

161) _________ launched Bharat Padhe Online campaign.
A.Ministry for Human Resource Development
B.All India Council for Technical Education
C.Ministry of Home Affairs
D.Ministry of Personnel, Public Grievances, and Pensions

Answer A
Explanation Union Minister for Human Resource Development Shri Ramesh Pokhriyal Nishank
has launched the 'Bharat Padhe Online' campaign on 10 April in New Delhi. The campaign aimed
for crowdsourcing of Ideas for Improving the Online Education ecosystem of India.

162) Asian Development Bank (ADB) has announced that it is to fund _______
to support India in its fight against the COVID-19 pandemic.
A.$1.4 billion
B.$2.2 billion
C.$2.5 billion
D.$3 billion

Answer B
Explanation Asian Development Bank (ADB) has announced that it is to fund $2.2 billion
(about Rs.16,500 crore) support to India in its fight against the COVID-19 pandemic. ADB is
committed to supporting India's emergency needs.

163) Which country has unveiled a new trial protocol for re-testing the
recovered coronavirus patients?
A.US
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B.China
C.Italy
D.Spain

Answer B
Explanation China has unveiled a new trial protocol for re-testing the recovered coronavirus
patients. The protocol intensifies the screening of asymptomatic cases as concerns grew over the
second wave of virus infections in the country.

164) ICMR validated the ________ machine for COVID-19 screening tests.
The ICMR had updated its testing strategy for COVID-19.
A.Truenat beta CoV test
B.Genexpert Cepheid CoV test
C.Interferon-gamma test
D.Tuberculin throat CoV test

Answer A
Explanation The Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) validated the Truenat beta CoV
test, a tuberculosis testing machine for COVID-19 screening tests. The ICMR had updated its
testing strategy for COVID-19.

165) When was Asian Development Bank (ADB) established?
A.1945
B.1951
C.1959
D.1966

Answer D
Explanation Asian Development Bank (ADB) was established on 19 December 1966. ADB aims
to promote social and economic development in Asia. ADB is committed to achieving a
prosperous, inclusive, resilient, and sustainable Asia and the Pacific and works to sustain its
efforts to eradicate extreme poverty.

166) What is the currency of China?
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A.yuan
B.dollar
C.ringgit
D.shekhel

Answer A
Explanation China's national currency is the yuan. Locally, it's called the renminbi, which means
"the money of the people." The renminbi is also the official name for the currency, while the yuan
is a unit of the currency.

167) _______ developed computer-based designs of nano-materials with
superhigh piezoelectricity.
A.Centre for Nanoscience and Technology
B.Indian Institute of Technology Madras
C.Institute of Nano Science and Technology
D.Indian Institute of Technology Guwahati

Answer C
Explanation Researchers from the Institute of Nano Science and Technology (INST), Mohali
have made computer-based designs of nano-materials with superhigh piezoelectricity. It can be
the building blocks of futuristic nano-electronics for many applications like ultrathin, nextgeneration nano-transistors.

168) Who is the President of the Asian Development Bank (ADB)?
A.Takehiko Nakao
B.Jin Liqun
C.Masatsugu Asakawa
D.Christine Lagarde

Answer C
Explanation Masatsugu Asakawa, by career a Japanese civil servant, is the president of the
Asian Development Bank. Asakawa, who took office on 17 January 2020, is the 10th president of
ADB.

169) Which country does not share a border with China?
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A.India
B.Kazakhstan
C.North Korea
D.Malaysia

Answer D
Explanation Malasia does not share a border with China. China is bordered by 14 countries:
Afghanistan, Bhutan, India, Kazakhstan, North Korea, Kyrgyzstan, Laos, Mongolia, Myanmar
(Burma), Nepal, Pakistan, Russia, Tajikistan, and Vietnam.

170) ________ developed technologies and products namely Disinfection
Walkways and Road Sanitizer Unit to combat COVID-19.
A.CSIR-CECRI
B.CSIR-CMERI
C.ICMR
D.IIT-Roorkee

Answer B
Explanation CSIR-Central Mechanical Engineering Research Institute (CMERI) has developed
technologies and products namely Disinfection Walkways and Road Sanitizer Unit. The
technologies can help to counter the menacing coronavirus.

171) Where is the headquarters of the Asian Development Bank (ADB)
located?
A.Malaysia
B.Germany
C.Spain
D.Philippines

Answer D
Explanation The headquarters of the bank is at 6 ADB Avenue, Mandaluyong, Metro Manila,
Philippines. ADB aims to promote social and economic development in Asia. ADB is committed
to achieving a prosperous, inclusive, resilient, and sustainable Asia and the Pacific and works to
sustain its efforts to eradicate extreme poverty.
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172) Who is the President of China?
A.Jiang Zemin
B.Xi Jinping
C.Li Keqiang
D.Wang Qishan

Answer B
Explanation Xi Jinping is a Chinese politician serving as the general secretary of the Communist
Party of China, President of the People's Republic of China, and chairman of the Central Military
Commission.

173) Which online company is building a lab that will enable it to test
employees for the COVID-19 virus as it remained open through the pandemic
to deliver essentials to people?
A.Flipkart
B.Snapdeal
C.Zomato
D.Amazon

Answer D
Explanation Amazon remained open through the pandemic. It has announced plans to hire more
employees as the people order online to get essentials without leaving their homes. The company
is trying to get government permits to set up the lab. The company plans to test only the
employees of the company. The company aims to set up regular testing of its employees to help
keep people safe.

174) India's fiscal deficit stood at _______ of gross domestic product (GDP) in
February 2020.
A.3.28%
B.4.1%
C.5.07%
D.6.59%

Answer C
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Explanation Data released by the Government of India stated that India's fiscal deficit stood at
5.07% of gross domestic product (GDP) in February 2020. The report stated that the government
might not meet its revised target of 3.8% of GDP due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

175) When was the Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) established?
A.1911
B.1924
C.1932
D.1943

Answer A
Explanation Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) was established in 1911. ICMR
formulates, coordinates and promotes biomedical research in India. It functions under the
Department of Health Research, Ministry of Health and Family Welfare (MHoFW). It is funded
by the Government of India.

176) Ramkrishna Dwivedi who passed away recently was a ________.
A.Politician
B.Scientist
C.Astronomer
D.Athlete

Answer A
Explanation Veteran leader and Congressmen Ramkrishna Dwivedi passed away on 10 April.
He died at the age of 87 years old. He died due to prolonged illness.

177) When was Amazon established?
A.1988
B.1990
C.1994
D.1956

Answer C
Explanation Amazon was established on 5 July 1994. The American multinational technology
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company focuses on e-commerce, digital streaming, cloud computing, and artificial intelligence
(AI).

178) Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) functions under ________.
A.Ministry of Science & Technology
B.Ministry of Human Research & Development
C.Ministry of Health and Family Welfare
D.Ministry of Home Affairs

Answer C
Explanation Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) was established in 1911. ICMR
formulates, coordinates and promotes biomedical research in India. It functions under the
Department of Health Research, Ministry of Health and Family Welfare (MHoFW). It is funded
by the Government of India.

179) India exported _______ tonnes of cargo of medicines, including antimalarial drug hydroxychloroquine to Israel.
A.3
B.5
C.7
D.9

Answer B
Explanation India exported 5 tonnes of cargo of medicines, including anti-malarial drug
hydroxychloroquine to Israel. The shipment included ingredients for drugs chloroquine and
hydroxychloroquine. The drugs were exported to Israel as the country requested the supply of
hydroxychloroquine, with India being the world's largest producer and exporter of the drug.

180) Who is the Director-General of the Indian Council of Medical Research
(ICMR)?
A.Randeep Guleria
B.Balram Bhargava
C.Preeti Sudan
D.Nikhil Tandon
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Answer B
Explanation Balram Bhargava is an Indian science administrator. He has been appointed for a
three-year tenure as the Director-General at the Indian Council of Medical Research, New Delhi
and Secretary, Department of Health Research a division under Ministry of Health and Family
Welfare, Government of India.

181) Which state government doubled the salary of Doctors, Nurses, medical
professionals dealing with COVID-19 cases?
A.Uttar Pradesh
B.Punjab
C.Haryana
D.Maharashtra

Answer C
Explanation Haryana state government has announced that it is to double the salary of Doctors,
Nurses and other medical professionals dealing with COVID-19 patients. The announcement was
made by the Haryana Chief Minister Manohar Lal Khattar.

182) Which government launched Operation SHIELD to contain COVID-19
pandemic?
A.Uttar Pradesh
B.Uttarakhand
C.Delhi
D.Goa

Answer C
Explanation The Delhi government launched 'Operation SHIELD' in 21 containment zones on 9
April. The announcement was made by the Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal.

183) Who is the Chief Minister of Haryana?
A.Dushyant Chautala
B.Bhupinder Singh Hooda
C.Manohar Lal Khattar
D.Anil Vij
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Answer C
Explanation Manohar Lal Khattar is a Bharatiya Janata Party politician and 10th Chief Minister
of Haryana. He is a former RSS pracharak. He represented Karnal constituency in Haryana
Legislative Assembly. He was sworn-in as Chief Minister of Haryana after BJP's win in the 2014
Haryana Legislative Assembly election.

184) Operation SHIELD is to ______.
A.tackle US threat to export drugs
B.trade deal with Israel
C.military exercise between India & Nepal
D.contain COVID-19

Answer D
Explanation The Delhi government launched 'Operation SHIELD' in 21 containment zones on 9
April. The announcement was made by the Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal. Operation
SHIELD aims to curb the spread of COVID-19 pandemic.

185) Who is the governor of Haryana?
A.Ganga Prasad
B.Manohar Lal Khattar
C.Acharya Devvrat
D.Satyadev Narayan Arya

Answer D
Explanation Satyadev Narayan Arya is the current governor of Haryana. He is a leader of BJP
from Bihar. He is a former Minister of Mines and Geology of Bihar. He is an eight-time winning
Member of the Bihar Legislative Assembly from Rajgir.

186) When did CRPF celebrate Valour Day?
A.3 April
B.7 April
C.9 April
D.11 April
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Answer C
Explanation The Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) celebrated the 55th CRPF Valour Day
(Shaurya Diwas) on 9 April 2020. On the occasion, President of India Ram Nath Kovind paid
homage to police martyrs at National Police Memorial in New Delhi.

187) When was the Haryana state formed?
A.1953
B.1960
C.1966
D.1972

Answer C
Explanation Haryana state was formed on 1 November 1966.

188) CRPF celebrated _______ Valour Day in the year 2020 to commemorates
the defence of the Sardar Post in the Rann of Kutch.
A.53rd
B.54th
C.55th
D.56th

Answer C
Explanation The Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) celebrated the 55th CRPF Valour Day
(Shaurya Diwas) on 9 April 2020. On the occasion, President of India Ram Nath Kovind paid
homage to police martyrs at National Police Memorial in New Delhi.

189) Which is the capital of Haryana?
A.Faridabad
B.Karnal
C.Chandigarh
D.Gurugram

Answer C
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Explanation Chandigarh was made a union territory and is the serving capital of both Punjab and
Haryana.

190) When did the 51st Infantry of Pakistani Army invade India at Sardar
Post with a mission to capture the Indian territory defended by Sardar Post?
A.1965
B.1970
C.1973
D.1980

Answer A
Explanation On the night of 8 and 9 April 1965, nearly 3500 men from the 51st Infantry of
Pakistani Army invaded India at Sardar Post with a mission to capture the Indian territory
defended by Sardar Post. The Pakistani Army comprised 18 Punjab Battalion, 8 Frontier Rifles,
and 6 Baluch battalions.

191) Haryana shares capital with _______.
A.Himachal Pradesh
B.Punjab
C.Rajasthan
D.A&C

Answer B
Explanation The city of Chandigarh was made a union territory, serving as the capital of both
Punjab and Haryana.

192) When was Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) established?
A.1939
B.1942
C.1945
D.1953

Answer A
Explanation Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) was established on 27 July 1939. CRPF
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functions under the authority of the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA). The CRPF is considered
as the largest paramilitary force in India.

193) Which state does not share a border with Haryana?
A.Punjab
B.Himachal Pradesh
C.Rajasthan
D.Madhya Pradesh

Answer D
Explanation Madhya Pradesh does not share a border with Haryana. The Haryana State borders
with Punjab and Himachal Pradesh to the north and Rajasthan to the west and south. The river
Yamuna defines its eastern border with Uttarakhand and Uttar Pradesh.

194) Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) functions under ________.
A.Ministry of External Affairs
B.Ministry of Home Affairs
C.Ministry of Defence
D.Ministry of Law & Order

Answer B
Explanation Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) functions under the authority of the Ministry
of Home Affairs (MHA). The CRPF is considered as the largest paramilitary force in India.

195) Which is the State flower of Haryana?
A.Lotus
B.Lady's Slipper
C.Kopas Phul
D.Jasmine

Answer A
Explanation Lotus, the beautiful flower that comes from the family of Nelumbo nucifera, has
been selected by the government of Haryana, an Indian state as the state flower.
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196) Who participated in the G20 Extraordinary Energy Ministers' virtual
Meeting?
A.Shri Piyush Goyal
B.Shri Dharmendra Pradhan
C.Shri Amit Shah
D.Shri Nirmala Sitharaman

Answer B
Explanation Dharmendra Pradhan, Union Minister of Petroleum and Natural Gas and Steel,
participated in the G20 Extraordinary Energy Ministers' virtual Meeting on 10 April 2020. The
meeting was hosted by Saudi Arabia, it is the President of G20 countries.

197) _________ developed a cost-effective solution for isolation wards,
Fumigation Chamber, Hand sanitizers and face masks as a measure to fight
against COVID-19 pandemic.
A.CSIR-NCL
B.CSIR-CECRI
C.DRDO
D.OFB

Answer D
Explanation Ordnance Factory Board (OFB) has developed a cost-effective solution for isolation
wards, Fumigation Chamber, Hand sanitizers and face masks as a measure to fight against
COVID-19 pandemic.

198) National Safe Motherhood Day (NSMD) coincides with the birth
anniversary day of _______.
A.Kasturba Gandhi
B.Mother Teresa
C.Indira Gandhi
D.Annie Beasant

Answer A
Explanation National Safe Motherhood Day (NSMD) initiative was started by the White Ribbon
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Alliance India (WRAI). The day was designated to provide women with various healthcare
programs during pregnancy, childbirth, and postnatal services. The first NSMD was observed in
2003. The day also coincides with the birth anniversary day of Kasturba Gandhi.

199) Who chaired the Saudi Arabia Energy Minister Prince Abdulaziz?
A.Turki Bin Salman Al Saud
B.Faisal bin Salman Saud
C.Abdulaziz bin Salman Al Saud
D.Sultan bin Salman Al Saud

Answer C
Explanation Dharmendra Pradhan, Union Minister of Petroleum and Natural Gas and Steel,
participated in the G20 Extraordinary Energy Ministers' virtual Meeting on 10 April 2020. The
meeting was hosted by Saudi Arabia, it is the President of G20 countries. The meeting was
chaired by Saudi Arabia Energy Minister Prince Abdulaziz.

200) ________ is to explore convalescent-plasma therapy for COVID-19 in
India.
A.CSIR
B.JIPMER
C.SCTIMST
D.DRDO

Answer C
Explanation Sree Chitra Tirunal Institute for Medical Sciences and Technology (SCTIMST),
under the Department of Science and Technology (DST), is to explore convalescent-plasma
therapy for COVID-19. Indian council for medical research (ICMR) has approved to carry out the
novel treatment.

201) When was the International Energy Forum (IEF) established?
A.1985
B.1991
C.1996
D.2003
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Answer B
Explanation International Energy Forum (IEF) was established in 1991. IEF is an intergovernmental, non-profit international organization which aims to foster greater mutual
understanding and awareness of common energy interests among its members.

202) ________ has developed "wormivet," an indigenous herbal medication
(dewormer) in the form of commercial products for livestock owners.
A.APEDA
B.Nafed
C.NIF
D.NCL

Answer C
Explanation National Innovation Foundation India (NIF) has developed "wormivet," an
indigenous herbal medication (dewormer) in the form of commercial products for livestock
owners. The product will be an alternative to the chemical method of treatment of worm.

203) When was the Border Security Force (BSF) established?
A.1965
B.1972
C.1978
D.1983

Answer A
Explanation Border Security Force (BSF) was established on 1 December 1965. BSF is one of
the seven Central Armed Police Forces of India. It is responsible to guard India's land border
during peacetime and prevent transnational crime at the same, it has various active roles during
an outbreak of war. BSF functions under the Ministry of Home Affairs.

204) When was the National Innovation Foundation India (NIF) established?
A.1991
B.1995
C.1998
D.2000

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(April 6 - April 12, 2020)

Answer D
Explanation National Innovation Foundation India (NIF) was established in 2000. NIF is
responsible to provide institutional support for spawning, sustaining, scouting, and scaling up
grassroots innovations across the country. NIF functions under the Department of Science and
Technology (DST), Ministry of Science & Technology, Government of India.

205) Who is the Minister responsible for Border Security Force (BSF)?
A.Shri Rajnath Singh
B.Shri Amit Shah
C.Shri Nitin Gadkari
D.Shri Parakala Prabhakar

Answer B
Explanation Border Security Force (BSF) functions under the Ministry of Home Affairs. The
Minister responsible is Amit Shah, Minister of Home Affairs.

206) Where is National Innovation Foundation India (NIF) located?
A.Rajasthan
B.Gujarat
C.Odisha
D.Madhya Pradesh

Answer B
Explanation National Innovation Foundation India (NIF) is located in Gandhinagar, Gujarat. NIF
is responsible to provide institutional support for spawning, sustaining, scouting, and scaling up
grassroots innovations across the country.

207) J&K government released _________ to the beneficiaries under Mahatma
Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA) to benefit
the poor in the view of COVID-19.
A.Rs.175 crore
B.Rs.183 crore
C.Rs.190 crore
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D.Rs.200 crore

Answer C
Explanation J&K government released Rs.183 crore to the beneficiaries under Mahatma Gandhi
National Rural Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA). The move is to benefit poor wage
seeking households.

208) Which company is to develop Active Virosome (AV) Vaccine and
Immunodiagnostic kits for COVID-19 emergency?
A.My labs Pvt. Ltd.
B.Module innovation Pvt. Ltd.
C.Seagull BioSolutions Pvt. Ltd.
D.Genrish Pvt. Ltd.

Answer C
Explanation The Department of Science and Technology (DST), under the Ministry of Science
& Technology, is to fund Seagull BioSolutions Pvt. Ltd. (SBPL) to undertake the development of
Active Virosome (AV) Vaccine and Immunodiagnostic kits for COVID-19 emergency.

209) When was the Union territory of Jammu & Kashmir formed?
A.31 October 2019
B.30 November 2019
C.31 December 2019
D.1 January 2020

Answer A
Explanation The union territory of Jammu & Kashmir was formed on 31 October 2019.

210) Where is Anak Krakatau volcano located?
A.India
B.Japan
C.Hawaii
D.Indonesia
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Answer D
Explanation Anak Krakatau means the child of Kratakau, is the offspring of the famous
Krakatau volcano. The volcano first erupted in 1883 triggered a period of global cooling. The
island is located in a caldera in the Sunda Strait between the islands of Java and Sumatra in the
Indonesian province of Lampung. The island is one of several in the area which is of considerable
interest to volcanologists and the subject of extensive study.

211) When is the World homeopathy day celebrated?
A.5 April
B.8 April
C.10 April
D.12 April

Answer C
Explanation The World homeopathy day is celebrated on 10 April. The day is celebrated to
honor the birth of the father of the Homoeopathic system of medicines Dr. Samuel Hahnemann.
The year 2020, commemorates the 265th birth anniversary of the founder of Homoeopathy.

212) ________ has developed 3D-printed hands-free object and 3D-printed
antimicrobial face-shield to control the spread of novel coronavirus, to fight
COVID-19 outbreak.
A.National Institute of Pharmaceutical Education and Research
B.Indian Council of Medical Research
C.Council of Scientific and Industrial Research
D.All India Institute Of Medical Sciences, New Delhi

Answer A
Explanation Researchers at the National Institute of Pharmaceutical Education and ResearchGuwahati (NIPER-G) developed two products, namely 3D-printed hands-free object and 3Dprinted antimicrobial face-shield to control the spread of novel coronavirus, to fight COVID-19
outbreak.

213) Who is the Father of Homeopathy?
A.Robert Ellis Dudgeon
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B.Paracelsus
C.JeanJacques Rousseau
D.Samuel Hahnemann

Answer D
Explanation Christian Friedrich Samuel Hahnemann was a German physician, best known for
creating the pseudoscientific system of alternative medicine called homeopathy.

214) When is the National Pet Day celebrated?
A.2 April
B.7 April
C.11 April
D.13 April

Answer C
Explanation National Pet Day is celebrated on 11 April. The day encourages people to help
reduce the number of animals in shelters. On this day, the pet owners celebrate their animal
companion.

215) What is the theme of the 2020 World homeopathy day?
A.Enhancing the scope of Homoeopathy in Public Health
B.Linking research with education and clinical practice: Advancing scientific collaborations
C.Homeopathy-Life saver amid COVID-19
D.New Discoveries of Homeo towards SDG

Answer A
Explanation The World homeopathy day is celebrated on 10 April. The day is celebrated to
honor the birth of the father of the Homoeopathic system of medicines Dr. Samuel Hahnemann.
The theme of the 2020 World homeopathy day is "Enhancing the scope of Homoeopathy in
Public Health".

216) Who instituted the National Pet Day?
A.Colleen Paige
B.Mathews Newton
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C.Mary Angella
D.Mark Michael

Answer A
Explanation Colleen Paige founded National Pet Day was established in 2006 with an aim to
celebrate the joy pets can bring to the people. Paige is an animal welfare advocate and pet and
family lifestyle, expert. She wanted to bring attention to the ongoing needs of many pets of all
kinds waiting in shelters to be adopted.

217) _________ recommended to the government that the Agricultural
Produce Market Committee (APMC) Act be kept in suspended animation for
the next 6 months in view of the COVID-19.
A.NITI Aayog
B.Ministry of Home Affairs
C.Ministry of AYUSH
D.Ministry of Agriculture and Human Welfare

Answer A
Explanation The policy think tank NITI Aayog recommended to the government that the
Agricultural Produce Market Committee (APMC) Act be kept in suspended animation for the
next 6 months in view of the COVID-19.

218) When was National Pet Day established?
A.1997
B.2002
C.2006
D.2010

Answer C
Explanation Colleen Paige founded National Pet Day was established in 2006 with an aim to
celebrate the joy pets can bring to the people. Paige is an animal welfare advocate and pet and
family lifestyle, expert. She wanted to bring attention to the ongoing needs of many pets of all
kinds waiting in shelters to be adopted.

219) Agricultural Produce Market Committee (APMC) Act _______
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empowers the state governments to notify the commodities, and designate
markets and market areas where the regulated trade takes place.
A.1989
B.1995
C.2003
D.2007

Answer C
Explanation The wholesaling of agricultural produce is governed by the Agricultural Produce
Marketing Acts of various State governments in India. The Agricultural Produce Market
Committee (APMC) Act 2003 empowers the state governments to notify the commodities, and
designate markets and market areas where the regulated trade takes place.

220) When is the National Safe Motherhood Day celebrated?
A.15 March
B.30 March
C.2 April
D.11 April

Answer D
Explanation National Safe Motherhood Day observed on 11 April. The day aims to raise
awareness about the proper healthcare of women and maternity facilities to pregnant and lactating
women. The day also aims to spread awareness about healthcare facilities for women.

221) When was Central Council for Research in Homoeopathy (CCRH)
established?
A.1973
B.1978
C.1984
D.1990

Answer A
Explanation Central Council for Research in Homoeopathy (CCRH) was established in 1973. It
functions under the Ministry of Ayush. It was set up under the Central Council of Homeopathy
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Act 1973.

222) Who started the National Safe Motherhood Day observation?
A.Red Cross Organization
B.White Ribbon Alliance India
C.World Health Organization
D.Global Health Care for saving people

Answer A
Explanation National Safe Motherhood Day (NSMD) initiative was started by the White Ribbon
Alliance India (WRAI). The day was designated to provide women with various healthcare
programs during pregnancy, childbirth, and postnatal services.

223) Who is the Chairman of the Central Council for Research in
Homoeopathy (CCRH)?
A.Rajiv Kumar
B.Kumaraswamy
C.Nilanjan Sanyal
D.Kirsh Mittal

Answer C
Explanation The Chairman of the Central Council for Research in Homoeopathy (CCRH) is Shri
Nilanjan Sanyal.

224) When was the National Safe Motherhood Day (NSMD) observed for the
first time?
A.1994
B.2003
C.2008
D.2015

Answer B
Explanation National Safe Motherhood Day (NSMD) initiative was started by the White Ribbon
Alliance India (WRAI). The day was designated to provide women with various healthcare
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programs during pregnancy, childbirth, and postnatal services. The first NSMD was observed in
2003.

225) Central Council for Research in Homoeopathy (CCRH) was set up under
________.
A.Central Council of Homeopathy Act 1973
B.Central Council of Homeopathy Act 1984
C.Central Council of Homeopathy Act 1990
D.Central Council of Homeopathy Act 1998

Answer A
Explanation Central Council for Research in Homoeopathy (CCRH) was set up under the
Central Council of Homeopathy Act 1973.

226) When was the White Ribbon Alliance India (WRAI) established?
A.1990
B.1993
C.1999
D.2003

Answer C
Explanation The White Ribbon Alliance India (WRAI) was established in 1999. WRAI aims to
reduce maternal and newborn death globally. The organization upholds the right of all women to
be safe and healthy before, during and after childbirth.

227) When is the International day Day of Human Space Flight observed?
A.10 April
B.12 April
C.14 April
D.20 April

Answer B
Explanation International Day of Human Space Flight is observed on 12 April. The day
commemorates the anniversary of Yuri Gagarin's historic spaceflight in 1961. The day is
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celebrated as the Cosmonautics Day in Russia.

228) When did the first historic spaceflight take place?
A.1959
B.1961
C.1967
D.1970

Answer B
Explanation A Soviet citizen Yuri Gagarin carried out Vostok 1 space flight on 12 April 1961.
The flight made one orbit around the Earth over 108 minutes in the Vostok 3KA spacecraft.

229) Easter festival is celebrated to observe the ________.
A.Birth of Jesus
B.Baptism of Jesus
C.Resurrection of Jesus
D.The second coming of Jesus

Answer C
Explanation Easter festival is celebrated on 12 April in the year 2020. The day varies every year.
The festival is celebrated by Christians across the world. The festival is celebrated to observe the
resurrection of Jesus Christ. The festival is celebrated on the Sunday after the first full moon, the
Paschal full moon, after the vernal equinox.

230) Who set the first historic spaceflight on 12 April 1961?
A.Yuri Gagarin
B.Neil Armstrong
C.Valentina Tereshkova
D.Alexei Leonov

Answer A
Explanation A Soviet citizen Yuri Gagarin carried out Vostok 1 space flight on 12 April 1961.
The flight made one orbit around the Earth over 108 minutes in the Vostok 3KA spacecraft. The
spacecraft was launched by the Vostok-K launch vehicle. This historic achievement paved the
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way for space exploration for the benefit of all humanity.

231) Who established a 40 days period of Lent before the Easter festival?
A.Pope Gregory I
B.Pope Gregory III
C.Pope Johnpaul I
D.Pope Johnpaul II

Answer A
Explanation The 40 days period of Lentis established by Pope Gregory 1 using the 40-day
pattern that happened with Israelites in the desert, Moses, Elijah and Jesus' time in the wilderness.

232) Which country made the first space flight and set history?
A.US
B.Russia
C.Japan
D.China

Answer B
Explanation Russia made the first space flight and set history. Yuri Gagarin carried out Vostok 1
space flight on 12 April 1961. The flight made one orbit around the Earth over 108 minutes in the
Vostok 3KA spacecraft. The spacecraft was launched by the Vostok-K launch vehicle. This
historic achievement paved the way for space exploration for the benefit of all humanity.

233) ________ work along with the Tribal artisans, Self Help Groups (SHGs),
Van Dhan Beneficiaries and NGOs.
A.NABARD
B.TRIFED
C.APEDA
D.Nafed

Answer B
Explanation Tribal Cooperative Marketing Development Federation of India Limited (TRIFED)
under the Ministry of Tribal Affairs is to work along with the Tribal artisans, Self Help Groups
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(SHGs), Van Dhan Beneficiaries and NGOs. The move by TRIFED is to offer marketing support
of their handloom, handicraft and natural products.

234) In the first spaceflight by Yuri Gagarin, the flight made _______ orbit
around the Earth over 108 minutes in the Vostok 3KA spacecraft.
A.half
B.1
C.2
D.3

Answer B
Explanation A Soviet citizen Yuri Gagarin carried out Vostok 1 space flight on 12 April 1961.
The flight made one orbit around the Earth over 108 minutes in the Vostok 3KA spacecraft. The
spacecraft was launched by the Vostok-K launch vehicle. This historic achievement paved the
way for space exploration for the benefit of all humanity.

235) ________ developed a trunk-shaped device fitted with ultraviolet (UV)
germicidal irradiation technology to sanitize grocery items, currency notes.
A.IIT-Guwahati
B.NCL
C.ICMR
D.IIT-Ropar

Answer D
Explanation The Indian Institute of Technology Ropar (IIT-Ropar) has developed a trunk-shaped
device fitted with ultraviolet (UV) germicidal irradiation technology. The device aims to aid the
fight against COVID-19.

236) When did the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) pass a
resolution for the observation of the International Day of Human Space
Flight?
A.1990
B.1998
C.2003
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D.2011

Answer D
Explanation In its 65th session, the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) passed a
resolution in April 2011 and designated the observation of International Day of Human Space
Flight on 12 April.

237) Ministry of Finance has announced around _______ to 7 crore farmers
under PM-KISAN, as on 11 March.
A.Rs.7,000 crore
B.Rs.8,000 crore
C.Rs.11,000 crore
D.Rs.14,000 crore

Answer D
Explanation Ministry of Finance has announced around Rs.14,000 crore to 7 crore farmers under
PM-KISAN.

238) In its _________ session, the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA)
passed a resolution in April 2011 and designated the observation of
International Day of Human Space Flight.
A.32nd
B.43rd
C.57th
D.65th

Answer D
Explanation In its 65th session, the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) passed a
resolution in April 2011 and designated the observation of International Day of Human Space
Flight on 12 April.

239) When was Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana (PMJDY) launched?
A.2014
B.2015
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C.2016
D.2017

Answer A
Explanation Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana is financial inclusion program of the Government
of India open to Indian citizens, that aims to expand and make affordable access to financial
services such as bank accounts, remittances, credit, insurance, and pensions. It was launched in
2014 by Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

240) Who is the President of Russia?
A.Dmitry Medvedev
B.Recep Tayyip Erdoan
C.Vladimir Putin
D.Boris Yeltsin

Answer C
Explanation In May 2012, Vladimir Putin became the fourth president; he was re-elected in
March 2018 and inaugurated in May to a six-year term.
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