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BANKING & FINANCE
RBI to implement Mega Bank Consolidation Plan on 1 April
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) stated that the schemes for the merger of 10
state-run banks into four lenders will come into force from 1 April. RBI also
stated that the branches of merging banks will operate as of the banks in which the
banks have been amalgamated.
The banks sought to defer the merger schemes of lenders due to the lockdown
triggered by coronavirus outbreak. Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
announced that the megabank consolidation plan would take effect from 1 April
2020 despite the COVID-19 pandemic.
Background:
On 4 March, the government of India notified the amalgamation schemes for 10
state-owned banks into four as part of its consolidation plan. The move aimed to
create bigger size stronger banks in the public sector.
The amalgamation of 10 PSBs into four Banks include:
(i) Oriental Bank of Commerce (OBC) and United Bank of India into Punjab
National Bank (PNB)
(ii) Syndicate Bank into Canara Bank
(iii) Andhra Bank and Corporation Bank into Union Bank of India
(iv) Allahabad Bank into Indian Bank

ADB to invest $100 mn in NIIF FOF
Asian Development Bank (ADB) has joined the Government of India (GOI) and
Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) as an investor under the
instruments of the National Investment and Infrastructure Fund (NIIF) of India.
Under the move, ADB will invest $100 million equivalent in the NIIF Fund of
Funds (FOF).
ADB's investment:
With the investment now made by ADB into the NIIF platform, the FOF has now
secured $700 million in commitments. NIIF's FOF is targeted at India-focused PE
fund managers who rely on international investors for large-scale fundraising.
The FOF invests in various sectors and strategies through third-party managed
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funds. FOF is committed to three funds, aggregating to over $350
million (Rs.2,600 crores), that focus on green energy and
climate, middle-income and affordable housing and entrepreneur-driven midmarket growth companies, operating across diversified sectors.
NIIF FOF:
NIIF FOF was established in 2018. The main objective of NIIF FOF is to create a
vehicle to provide India-focused private equity fund managers with a go-to
institutional investor operating at scale and based in India.

Merger of 10 PSBs into 4 comes into from 1 April
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) announced that the merger of 10 state-run
banks into four lenders came into effect on 1 April amid the lockdown triggered
by coronavirus outbreak. The branches of merging banks will operate as of the
banks in which the banks have been amalgamated.
Highlights:
On 4 March 2020, GoI announced the amalgamation schemes for 10 state-owned
banks into four as part of its consolidation plan. The move aimed to create bigger
size stronger banks in the public sector.
The amalgamation of 10 PSBs into four Banks include:
(i) United Bank of India and Oriental Bank of Commerce (OBC) into Punjab
National Bank (PNB)
(ii) Syndicate Bank into Canara Bank
(iii) Corporation Bank and Andhra Bank into Union Bank of India
(iv) Allahabad Bank into Indian Bank
The customers of the merging banks will be treated as customers of the banks in
which these banks have been merged.
Benefit:
The major objective of the merger is to achieve India's vision to make a $5 trillion
economy. The merger will reduce the lending cost and enhance the capacity in
order to increase credit. It will also improve the ability to raise market resources.

RBI introduced relief measures to deal with coronavirus pandemic
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has announced relief measures for state
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governments, exporters. The Central Bank also provides relief to banks' capital
concerns.
RBI Measures:
1) RBI extended the deadline for realization and repatriation period of export which
is made up to or on 31 July. The period of export has been relaxed for up to 15
months from 9 months (at present).
The move by RBI will enable exporters to realize their receipts within the extended
period. It will also provide greater flexibility to exporters to negotiate future
contracts with buyers abroad.
2) RBI constituted an advisory committee to review ways and means limits for
states and Union Territories (UTs). As per the committee's report, it has been
decided to increase the ways and means limit by 30% from the existing threshold
for all states/UTs.
The move is expected to cause the relief to state governments to get through the
pandemic. The revised limits by the Central Bank came into force with effect from
1 April and will be valid till 30 September 2020.
3) RBI cancelled the counter-cyclical capital buffer for banks for a period of one
year. RBI's framework views the credit-to Gross domestic product (GDP) gap as
the main indicator, along with other supplementary indicators.
The counter-cyclical capital buffer framework was introduced by RBI in 2015. The
framework aimed to build up capital that may be used by them to maintain the flow
of credit in difficult times. The framework aimed to prevent banks from
indiscriminate lending in periods of excess credit growth.

Chief executives of OBC, UBI designated as OSD in PNB
After the merger of the Oriental Bank of Commerce (OBC) and the United
Bank of India (UBI) into Punjab National Bank (PNB), the government has
designated Chief Executives of OBC and UBI as "officers on special duty" in
Punjab National Bank. The officers are not assigned any portfolio so far.
The PNB merger has created the country's second-largest state-owned bank with
Rs 7.7 lakh crore advances. Also, OBC chief executive Mukesh Kumar Jain, who
is now in PNB will be retiring in July.
Punjab National Bank:
Founded on: 12 April 1894
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Headquarters: New Delhi, India
Chairman: Sunil Mehta
MD & CEO: S.S. Mallikarjuna Rao
PNB has over 11,000+ branches and 13,000+ ATMs post, 115 million customers
after the merger with United Bank of India and Oriental Bank of Commerce. The
merger came with effect from 1 April 2020.

RBI increased short-term borrowing limit for states, UTs by 30 percent
The Reserve Bank of India introduced new measures to relax the impact of the
COVID-19 induced lockdown. The Central bank focused on the finances of the
states, that have announced the staggered payment of salaries.
Measures:
Short-term borrowing limits of States or ways and means advances
(WMA) have been increased by 30%. It aims to enable the state governments to
tide over the situation arising from the outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic.
The states have faced pressure on revenues as the economic activity came to a halt
and the transfers from the Central government and lessGoods and Services Tax
(GST) collection.
The decision came as the Banks that bear the moratorium would get some reprieve
in meeting regulatory norms with respect to the capital needs.
The revised limits came into force on 1 April 2020. It will be valid until 30
September 2020.

ICRA says Banks, NBFCs to see bad loans pile up post moratorium period
Rating company ICRA stated that Banks and Non-Banking Finance Companies
(NBFCs) will face a bad pile-up in bad loans post the moratorium period. It will
worsen the credit profile of the Banks.
ICRA Highlights:
ICRA stated that lenders with a higher share of asset classes like microfinance,
commercial vehicles, and small companies will be more vulnerable as their
repayment ability depends on immediate cash flows.
It stated that the asset quality stress of the banks will reflect with a lag of 1-2
quarters after the removal of the moratorium. The stress will vary across segments.
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ICRA estimated the GDP growth will be slowed down to 2.0% in the current
fiscal from an estimated 4.4% in fiscal 2020.
It is expected that the profitability (RoA) of financial sector entities will be
adversely affected by 50-90 basis points (bps) this fiscal.
ICRA Limited (ICRA):
Founded on: 1991
Headquarters: Gurgaon, India
Non-Executive Chairman and independent director: Arun Duggal
The credit rating agency is a joint venture (JV) between Moody's and various
Indian commercial banks and financial services companies. Moody's Corporation
owns a 50.06% majority stake, as of 2014.
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BUSINESS & ECONOMY
Tata Power commissioned Shuakhevi HPP in Georgia
Tata Power Company's joint venture (JV) with Norway's Clean Energy Invest
(CEI), and International Financial Corporation (IFC) began its commercial
operation of a 178 megawatt (MW) hydropower project (HPP) in Georgia. The
information was given by the Tata group utility on 30 March.
About Joint Venture:
Adjaristsqali Georgia LLC, a joint venture company, is setting up one of the
largest projects in Georgia at an overall project cost of approximately $500 million.
Once the 178 MW-Shuakhevi HPP is completed, the JV is planning to commission
a 9 MW units, namely Skhalta Hydro Power project.
The project is expected to generate around 450 GWh of clean energy to reduce
the emission of greenhouse gases (GHG) by more than 200,000 tonnes a year. The
commercial operation of the Shuakhevi HPP in Georgia is an important milestone
for Tata Power and its partners.
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INTERNATIONAL
Saudi Arabia to provide uninterrupted LPG supply to India
The Union Minister of Oil Dharmendra Pradhan said that Saudi Arabia has
announced to provide uninterrupted liquid petroleum gas (LPG) supplies to
India. On 29 March,he discussed global oil market developments with Saudi
Energy Minister Prince Abdulaziz bin Salman and Aramco's Chief Executive Amin
Nasser.
Saudi Arabia the LPG supplies to support the domestic requirement in India. On 27
March, two Indian refiners were declared force majeure on crude purchases from
the Middle East as the fuel demand dived due to the nationwide lockdown to curb
the spread of coronavirus.
Saudi Arabia:
King: Salman
Crown Prince: Mohammad bin Salman
Capital: Riyadh
Currency: Saudi riyal (SR)
Spoken/Official language: Arabic
Saudi Arabia is bordered by:
Jordan and Iraq to the north
Kuwait to the northeast
Qatar, Bahrain, and the United Arab Emirates (UAE) to the east
Yemen to the south
Oman to the southeast
Gulf of Aqaba separates Saudi Arabia from Egypt and Israel.

UN report states India, China will stay away from world recession
The United Nations Trade report titled "The COVID-19 Shock to Developing
Countries: Towards a whatever it takes program" stated that the world
economy will go into recession in 2020 with a predicted loss of trillions of dollars
of global income due to the COVID-19 pandemic. It also predicted serious
problems for developing countries with the likely exception of India and China.
Report Highlights:

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(March 30 - April 5, 2020)

The report highlighted that the two-thirds of the world's population living in
developing countries face unprecedented economic damage from the coronavirus
crisis.
The UN is planning a $2.5 trillion rescue package for the nation.
As per the new analysis from United Nations Conference on Trade and
Development (UNCTAD), the developed countries will face a $2 trillion to $3
trillion drop in investments from overseas in the next two years.
It highlighted that the recession will occur despite the massive government
package of $5 trillion that is to be infused by G20 member countries.
However, the report did not mention any explanation as to why and how India and
China will be exceptions as the world faces a recession and loss in global income
that will impact developing countries.

China recommended bear bile to treat COVID-19 patients
The National Health Commission of China published a list of recommended
treatments to treat COVID-19. Apart from western medicine and Chinese
medicine, the list included Tan Re Qing, injections that contain bear bile powder.
Bear's Bile:
Tan Re Qing is secreted by the liver and stored in the gallbladder of the bear. The
bile from various species of bears, including Asiatic black bears and brown bears,
has been used as a traditional Chinese medicine since the 8th century. Bear's bile
contains high levels of ursodeoxycholic acid, also known as ursodiol. It has been
clinically proven to help dissolve gallstones and treat liver disease.
Ursodeoxycholic acid has been available as a synthetic drug worldwide for
decades.The process of extracting bile from the live bear is painful and can cause
agony to the animal. Hence, a synthetic version of ursodeoxycholic acid has been
available for decades.

UN report stated COVID-19 is worst crisis since World War II
The United Nations warned that the world countries face the most challenging
crisis since World War II. The pandemic is expected to cause a recession that
probably has no parallel in the recent past. The announcement was made by the UN
Secretary-General Antonio Guterres during the launch of the "Report on the
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socioeconomic impacts of COVID-19" on 31 March.
Report Highlights:
UN stated that there is also a high risk that the combination of the disease and
economic impact will contribute to enhanced instability, unrest, and conflict.
The report also highlighted that International Labor Organization (ILO)
estimates for the year 2020 which stated 5-25 million jobs will be lost, with a
corresponding loss of between $860 million and $3.4 trillion in labor income.
It pointed to the UN trade and development organization UNCTAD's estimate of
a 30-40% downward pressure on global foreign direct investment (FDI) flows in
2020.
It also recommended establishing a COVID-19 Response and Recovery Fund to
support efforts in low- and middle-income countries, with the aim of swiftly
enabling governments to tackle the crisis and promote recovery.

UNSC to hold virtual meeting on coronavirus outbreak
The United Nations Security Council (UNSC) is to hold a virtual meeting for the
first time by next week under the presidency of the Dominican Republic. The
council aims to discuss the coronavirus pandemic which killed over 42,000 people
globally. The Dominican Republic assumed the rotating presidency of the council
for the month of April, taking the baton from China.
Highlights:
The meeting will discuss the pandemic caused due to coronavirus.
As per Johns Hopkins University estimate, the confirmed coronavirus cases
across the world now stand at over 932,600 and over 42,000 deaths. As per the
report, the US has the highest number of coronavirus cases in the world at 213,372,
followed by Italy (110,574), Spain (104,118) and China (82,361). Over 4,600
people have died in the US so far because of the COVID19.
Earlier, Dominican Republic presented to members of the Security Council its
program of work and informal plan of video teleconferencing (VTCs) for the month
of April.
During a virtual pre-council meeting, the members discussed the brought up the
COVID-19 pandemic. The Security Council aims to find a solution to the pandemic
as the primary responsibility of the UNSC deals with the geopolitical security and
peace matters.
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UNGA adopts resolution on COVID-19 calls for global cooperation to fight
pandemic
UN General Assembly unanimously adopted its first resolution on the coronavirus
pandemic co-sponsored by India and 187 other nations, calling for intensified
global cooperation to defeat the deadly disease that is causing severe disruption to
societies and economies. The coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) was the first
such document on the pandemic to be adopted by the world body.
The resolution, adopted Thursday, said the 193-member General Assembly notes
with great concern the threat to human health, safety, and well-being caused by the
pandemic.It also emphasized the need for full respect for human rights and stresses
that there is no place for any form of discrimination, racism, and xenophobia in
response to the pandemic.The resolution was sponsored by Ghana, Indonesia,
Liechtenstein, Norway, Singapore, and Switzerland.General Assembly is not
holding meetings due to the pandemic, the resolution was adopted under a silence
procedure. The draft resolution was under silence procedure until April 2 at 6 pm.
According to the new voting rules, if there were no objections to the resolution
within the specified time period from member states, the President of the General
Assembly Tijjani Muhammad-Bande would circulate a letter confirming the
adoption. The 15-nation Security Council, the most powerful UN organ, is expected
to hold a meeting on the COVID-19 pandemic next week.

World Food Programme COVID-19 has little impact on global food supply
chain
World Food Programme (WFP) conveyed the rapidly growing novel Coronavirus
pandemic so far, having little impact on the global food supply chain, but that could
change for the worse if major food importers remain anxious. The UN agency's
global markets for basic cereals are well-supplied, and prices are generally low.
However, given the highly globalized nature of food production and supply,
commodities need to move from the world's breadbaskets to where they are
consumed, and the novel Coronavirus-related containment measures are starting to
make this more challenging.
The Disruptions are so far minimal; the food supply is adequate, and markets are
relatively stable, noting that global cereal stocks are at comfortable levels. The
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outlook for wheat and other staple crops is positive for the rest of the year.
Headquarters: Rome, Italy
Head: David Beasley
Founded: 1961
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INDIAN AFFAIRS
PM addressed 10th Episode of Mann Ki Baat
Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi addressed the 10th Episode of 'Mann Ki
Baat 2.0' on 29 March. The Prime Minister apologized for the tough decisions the
government took to combat against COVID-19. He stated that the move was aimed
to keep the people of India safe. He expressed confidence that together India will
defeat COVID-19.
He also clarified that complying with the lockdown is not for helping others but a
means to protect oneself. He urged people to protect oneself and their family for
the next many days.
Mann Ki Baat:
Mann Ki Baat, an Indian radio program, is hosted by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi. Through the program, he addresses the people of the nation on All India
Radio, DD National and DD News. The show was originally released on 3 October
2014.
The program aims to deliver the PM's voice to the general masses of India. It also
aims to positivity, spread joy, and celebrate the strength of 130 crore Indians.
People can share their queries and questions on the NaMo App Open Forum. To
record the messages, people can dial the toll-free number 1800-11-7800.

GoI launched CoNTeC, National Teleconsultation Centre
Government launched "COVID-19 National Teleconsultation Centre
(CoNTeC)." It was launched by the Union Minister of Health & Family Welfare
Dr. Harsh Vardhan.
Implemented by:
The Project CoNTec was conceptualized by the Ministry of Health and Family
Welfare and implemented by the All India Institute of Medical Sciences
(AIIMS), New Delhi.
Project CoNTec:
Project CoNTec was initiated with a view to connect the Doctors across the
country to AIIMS in real-time for the treatment of the COVID-19 patients. Under
the project, the Doctors would be available in the facility 24X7 and to keep it
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operational 24 hrs.
The boarding and lodging facility for the doctors will be made available. With this
facility, the small states should also make use of the vast experience of the
Doctors at AIIMS. The facility will connect the doctors in the country together to
discuss amongst themselves the protocols undertaken and provide the best
treatment accordingly.
Doctors can dial to a single mobile number, +91 9115444155, from anywhere in the
country/world to reach the CoNTeC which has six lines that can be used
simultaneously at present. The CoNTeC Managers will connect to the expert
doctors from the clinical domains as desired by the calling specialists managing the
COVID-19 cases anywhere in the country. They can also connect two-way video
calls using the WhatsApp, Skype or Google Duo as preferred by the caller.

The 49th edition of IHGF-Delhi Fair Spring has been postponed
The Export Promotion Council for Handicrafts (EPCH) has postponed the 49th
edition of Indian Handicrafts and Gifts Fair (IHGF)-Delhi Fair Spring 2020.
The fair was scheduled to held from 15-19 April 2020. The cancellation was in
view of the COVID-19 outbreak. The announcement was made by the DirectorGeneral of EPCH. The fair could is expected to be organized in June or July.
IHGF-Delhi Fair Spring 2020:
The fair will host over 3200 exhibitors displaying the best of the Indian handicrafts
from all across the country.
Handicraft will be showcased from major craft clusters like Agra, Saharanpur,
Jodhpur, Jaipur, Moradabad, Narsapur, Firozabad, North-eastern region, and
many others.
More than 10,000 visitors, including 7000 overseas buyers and their
representatives are expected to participate in the event.
The 50th edition of the IHGF-Delhi Fair is to be organized from 14-18 October
2020 at India Expo Centre & Mart, Greater Noida in Delhi NCR.
About EPCH:
EPCH was established under the Companies Act in the year 1986-87. It is a nonprofit organization that functions under the Ministry of Textiles. It aims to promote,
support, protect, maintain and increase the export of handicrafts. The Council
created necessary infrastructure, marketing, and information facilities that are
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availed both by the members, exporters, and importers. It is engaged in the
promotion of handicrafts from India and projects India's image abroad as a reliable
supplier of high-quality handicrafts.

UP govt transferred Rs.611 crore to the beneficiaries under MNREGA
On 30 March, the Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath transferred
Rs.611 crore in the accounts of 27.15 lakh Mahatma Gandhi National Rural
Employment Guarantee Act (MNREGA) labourers of the state. The move
comes in the wake of the COVID-19 outbreak.
Highlights:
The amount was electronically transferred to help the labourers in the situation of
lockdown due to CoronaVirus. The state government informed the beneficiaries of
the money transferred under the scheme.
CM Yogi Adityanath directed private enterprises and organizations to
compulsorily give one month's salary to their employees without any deduction.
It also ordered the landlords not to charge one month's rent from any worker or
labourer. Strict action will be taken on the violators.
The Uttar Pradesh State Government has reported that there are no signs of
community spread of the virus in the state, so far.

PMO sets up high-level panels to deal with situation post lockdown
The Prime Minister's Office (PMO) constituted 10 different high-level
committees on 29 March. The committee will suggest measures to ramp up
healthcare, put the economy back on track, reduce the problems faced by the people
post 21-day lockdown imposed to contain the coronavirus pandemic.
Highlights:
These committees are looking after various aspects that will work under the overall
guidance of PK Mishra, Principal Secretary to the Prime Minister.
The pro-active initiative is taken by the government to deal with multiple
challenges, which coronavirus has posed and made the country to deal with an
emergency situation.
These committees will also work on a strategy to restore normalcy in their
respective sectors in the shortest possible time frame.
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The panel on the 'Economy and Welfare' is headed by Economic Affairs
Secretary Atanu Chakraborty. The team has been tasked to address the concerns of
various sectors, including both formal and informal segments of the economy.
Two other working groups are constituted under the leadership of NITI Aayog
member V K Paul and Environment Secretary C K Mishra. The committee will
work on preparedness for a medical emergency, seamless supply of medicine,
medical equipment, and hospital availability.
The committee will also focus on research and development in the medical
field.
The committee has been directed to submit the result in a weeks time.

TRIFED launched Trifed VanDhan GIS-based website
A group of 500 officials from the Tribal Cooperative Marketing Development
Federation of India (TRIFED) has unveiled Trifed VanDhan GIS-based
website, the power of Webinars to keep in touch with each other and keep moving
and working. The move aims to support people working from home amid the
lockdown due to the Coronavirus outbreak. Due to the COVID-19
pandemic, people across 27 states are working from home. Working on their
computers from home, they have raised the bar very high, achieving unbelievable
results.
TRIFED VanDhan GIS-based website:
The TRIFED VanDhan GIS-based website remains the future medium of
communication for 50 lakh tribal gatherers.
The website was launched online for testing with 27 State teams. TRIFED is
arranging atleast 2 team meetings every day and the Team is reaching out to
partners to keep moving forward.
TRIFED set up 1205 VANDhan Centers across 22 states of the country, employing
3 lakh 70 thousand Tribals in ventures to promote entrepreneurship.
Background:
On 19 March, TRIFED launched "The Tech for Tribals", a project to train tribal
entrepreneurs at 16 premier IITs and IIMs of the country. The scheme is expected
to link almost 3.5 lakh tribal entrepreneurs living in villages to the premier
institutions of the world.
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NIMHANS launches helpline for people facing mental issues during the
lockdown
The government of India launched a toll-free helpline number for people who may
face any mental health issues due to the nationwide lockdown to contain the
spread of coronavirus. It was launched by the National Institute of Mental Health
and Neuro-Sciences (NIMHANS), Bangalore.
Helpline:
People can dial the toll-free helpline number, 08046110007, to discuss any
behavioural issues. People who struggle with mental health issues can get the
necessary support from the experts. The National Institute of Mental Health in
Bangalore in collaboration with all other institutes has initiated the move to provide
guidance to people in the darkest hour.

Jharkhand launched PRAGYAAM to provide essential services
Jharkhand state government has launched PRAGYAAM, a Mobile
application, on 30 March. The app was launched by the State Chief Minister
Hemant Soren. The app aims to issue e-passes to everyone associated with the
delivery of essential services during the nationwide lockdown to curb the spread
of COVID-19.
Other measures:
Jharkhand govt has announced to provide 2 months ration in advance to the
beneficiaries of the public distribution system (PDS). It is expected that around
90% of the families in the state will benefit from the decision.
The state also launched an app 'VeggiGo' for people to place an order for essential
commodities.

ICAR directs farmers to handle safety measures during Rabi harvesting
The government's agri-research body Indian Council of Agricultural Research
(ICAR) directed the farmers to follow social distancing and safety precaution while
handling farm machines and labour in the field during the Rabi harvesting.
Guidelines for Farmers:
The farmers should consult with agri-scientists in Krishi Vigyan Kendras
(KVKs), ICAR research institutes and state agricultural universities to tackle any
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emerging issue related to managing crops, livestock and fisheries.
As the harvesting season of rabi food crops such as wheat, millets, pulses and
oilseeds and other crops in coinciding with the COVID-19 outbreak, the farmers
should take precautions while being engaged in the harvesting of grains, fruits and
vegetables, milk, eggs, and fish.
Farmers should check for proper sanitation for using shared or hired machinery for
harvesting. Proper sanitization includes washing of hands with alcohol rub or soap
and maintaining isolation distance at a personal level and proper cleaning of shared
machinery.
The government recently exempted farming operations, farmworkers, custom
hiring centres of farm harvesters from the lockdown rules.

NBT launched Corona Studies Series books
National Book Trust (NBT) is to launch Corona Studies Series books to provide
relevant reading materials for all age-groups for the post-Corona readership needs.
The information was passed by the Ministry of Human Resource Development.
Corona Studies Series books:
NBT's initiative aims to launch the series in order for the people to realize
the extraordinary psychological, social, economic and cultural significance of
Corona Pandemic for human society in times to come.
NBT has comprised a 'Study Group' in this regard. The group comprises of
Dr.JitenderNagpal, Dr.Harsheeta, Sq. Ldr (Rtd.) Meena Arora, Lt. Col.
TarunUppal, Mrs. Rekha Chauhan, Mrs. Sonie Sidhu, and Ms. Aparajita Dixit.
The 'Corona Studies Series' is expected to be the long-term contribution
to prepare and engage readers with the various aspects of the Corona times. NBT
plans to bring out affordable books in various Indian languages in the identified
subject areas.
It also provides a platform for the authors and researchers to contribute to this
genre. It aims to bring out the affordable books in various Indian languages in the
identified subject areas.
NBT:
NBT was established in 1957 by the Government of India. It functions under the
Department Of Higher Education, Ministry of Human Resource Development. It
includes activities like promotion of books and reading, publishing of books,
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promotion of Indian books abroad, assistance to authors and publishers, and
promotion of children's literature.

GoI extends validity of expired Driving Licences and Vehicle Registration till
30 June
The Ministry of Road Transport and Highways has announced an extension on
the validity of documents like driving licenses, permits and registration that are
expired since 1 February. The Ministry has directed all states and Union Territories
(UT) to treat the documents as valid till 30 June.
Highlights:
The move by the Government aims to help the people who face difficulties in
renewing the validity of various motor vehicle documents due to nationwide
lockdown and closure of government transport offices due to the coronavirus
outbreak.
As per the Ministry's guidelines, the documents include fitness, permits of all
types, driving licence, registration or any other concerned document under the
Motor Vehicle Rules.
The Ministry has directed all states/UTs to implement so that the people and
transporters and organizations that render essential services do not get harassed and
face difficulties amid the lockdown aimed to curb the spread of COVID-19.
Ministry of Road Transport and Highways:
Formed on: July 1942
Headquarters: New Delhi
Minister responsible: Nitin Gadkari
Deputy Minister responsible: General (Retd.) V. K. Singh
The Ministry is responsible for the development and maintenance of National
Highways (NH) of the country.

Govt extends crop loan repayments due to COVID-19 lockdown
GoI has extended the benefit of 2% Interest Subvention (IS) to Banks and 3%
Prompt Repayment Incentive (PRI) to all farmers up to 31 May 2020. The
extension is applicable to the crop loans up to Rs.3 lakh given by banks which
have become due or are becoming due between 1 March and 31 May 2020. The
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move comes in the wake of lockdown due to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic.
GoI's measures to farmers:
Many farmers are not able to travel to bank branches for payment of their short
term crop loan dues, due to restrictions imposed on the movement of people to curb
the spread of COVID-19. It caused difficulties to the farmers in repayment of their
short term crop loans falling due during this period.
The extension announced by the government is expected to address the problem
being faced by farmers. It is also believed that the move by GoI will help the
farmers to repay such loans up to the extended period at 4% p.a. interest without
attracting any penalty.
In another measure, the Government is providing concessional crop loans to
farmers through banks with 2% p.a. interest subvention to banks and 3% additional
benefit on timely repayment to farmers. It has approved to provide loans up to Rs.3
lakh at 4% p.a. interest in timely repayment.

India expands its capacity for PPE kits, 12 domestic firms meet the norms
The central government has approved the qualification of 12 Indian companies to
meet the demands of Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) kits and the
challenge posed by COVID-19. The 12 companies have set parameters to
manufacture personal protective gear for use by healthcare workers.
Approval:
PPE consists of a special gown, mask, eye shield, shoe cover, and gloves that
doctors wear while treating the patients.
The 12 approved Indian manufacturers cleared the South India Textile Research
Association (SITRA) test to supply PPE to the government.
The
companies
are
Sai
Synergy-Gurgaon,
Sure
Safety-Vadodara, Amaryllis-Bangalore, SCG Enterprises-Ghaziabad, Shree
Healthcare-Chennai, Anirut, Industries, Frontiers Protective wear, Arvind,
Manchanda, Shiva Texyan Ltd, JCT Pagwara.
As per the data provided by the Health Ministry, 3.34 lakh PPEs are available in
various hospitals across the country. So far, GoI has already procured and supplied
60,000 PPE kits.
Also, two other companies namely Venue Healthcare and Magnum, were approved
to manufacture N-95 masks. The companies are currently providing a supply of
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50,000 masks per day. The companies are planning to manufacture lakh masks per
day within the next week. Defence Research Development Organisation
(DRDO) is currently providing over 20,000 masks per day.

Centre increased wages under rural employment guarantee scheme
Ministry of Rural Development has revised wages under the Mahatma Gandhi
National Rural employment guarantee scheme on 31 March. It will be effective
from 1 April. The average hike of Rs.20 in the wages of rural workers is part of
the Rs 1.7 lakh crore fiscal package announced recently to mitigate the economic
crisis arising out of the outbreak of COVID-19.
The focus of Mahatma Gandhi NREGS is on individual beneficiary-oriented
works which directly benefit SC, ST, women-headed households, small & marginal
farmers and other poor households. It directed close consultation and guidance of
the state and district to ensure that lockdown conditions are not violated and norms
of social distancing are scrupulously followed.
Background:
Earlier, the Ministry of Rural Development has released Rs.4,431 crore to various
States/UTs to liquidate these liabilities of the current fiscal year and the remaining
such liabilities.

Himachal Pradesh launched mobile app to monitor quarantined people
Himachal Pradesh State government has unveiled 'Corona Mukt Himachal', a
mobile application on 31 March as a measure to protect the State's people. The app
will track and monitor the people who are quarantined for COVID-19.
Corona Mukt Himachal:
Corona Mukt Himachal app was developed by the Department of Information
Technology. Using the app, the health workers of the Health Department will
monitor the people, especially on home quarantine.
It is an OTP based application which would be given by the health
worker.Violation of quarantine will be monitored through this tracking application.
Background:
So far, Himachal Pradesh has kept 1,779 people under home quarantine. A total of
211 samples have been taken, out of which 208 were negative. Three persons were
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reported positive out of whom one was cured, one Tibetan Refugee died and the
other is being treated.
Himachal Pradesh:
Formed: Union territory on 1 November 1956, State on 25 January 1971
Governor: Bandaru Dattatreya
Chief Minister: Jai Ram Thakur
Capitals: Shimla, Dharamshala (Winter Capital)

DheeYantra launched Virtual assistance to curb fake messages on
Coronavirus
DheeYantra, the pioneers in Indian languages NLP and conversational AI, has
launched "Aham!", a virtual assistant. The chatbot was developed to provide
answers to the concerns on the COVID-19 crisis.
Aham!:
Aham! is released in 7 Indian languages namely Marathi, Malayalam, Kannada,
Telugu, Hindi, and Tamil, in addition to English.
Aham aims to combat the rise of fake news related to COVID-19 contagion across
India and the world
Aham will provide factual information curated from the World Health
Organisation (WHO) and the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare
(MHFW).
Users can now visit and converse with Aham on www.aham.ai and on Facebook
messenger.
Aham provides information about COVID-19, and the precautions one should take
not to contract or contribute to the contagion.
The bot will help people to perform self-diagnosis to identify their risk profile.
A user can also get the statistics of the worldwide spread of the contagion,
emergency numbers to contact, information about COVID-19 diagnostic and
treatment centers designated by the Govt. etc.
The chatbot is built over the conversational AI platform dhee.ai. Users can either
speak to Aham using a microphone or type in their queries in their language of
choice.

Centre launched Stranded in India to help foreign tourists
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The Ministry of Tourism has launched a portal 'Stranded in India'. The portal
aims to help foreign tourists who are stuck in various parts of the country.
Stranded in India:
The aim of the portal is to extend support to the foreign tourists who are stranded
in India. The Ministry of Tourism launched the portal to disseminate information
regarding the services that can be availed by foreign tourists who are stuck far
away from their homeland. People can visit the strandedinindia.com. The portal
consists of information around COVID-19 helpline numbers and call centres that
foreign tourists can reach out for help from the Ministry of External Affairs (MEA)
control centers.

Haryana designated 3 private labs in Gurugram for COVID-19 testing
Haryana State Government has designated three private laboratories in
Gurugram district of the state for COVID-19 testing in the State. The three labs
are SRL Limited in Sector-18, Strand Life Sciences in Sector-34, and Core
Diagnostics Pvt. Ltd. in Udyog Vihar of Phase-3. The private labs shall carry out
COVID-19 testing as per guidelines of Indian Council of Medical Research
(ICMR), Ministry of Health and Family Welfare.
The state has directed these private labs to reserve up to 50% of their testing
capacity for samples to be referred from Government Health facilities, as per
requirement, through Civil Surgeons of the State. Apart from this, these labs have
been directed to charge Rs.4500 for the sample test, as prescribed by ICMR for
the sample tests. It includes Rs.1500 for the screening test and Rs.3000 for
confirmatory test charges.

Assam State Disaster Management Authority launched COVID-19 Control
Room in Guwahati
The Assam State Disaster Management Authority launched an Upgraded
State COVID-19 Control Room in Guwahati, Assam on 31 March. The aim is to
render uninterrupted service to the people during the lockdown due to the
COVID-19 outbreak.
Highlights:
Personnel from the National Disaster Response Force (NDRF), State Disaster
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Response Force (SDRF) and Assam Police have been deployed for any response
needed. The Control room will work round the clock and help people who need
help. District Emergency Operation Centres have been upgraded in 33 districts of
the state.
On the other hand, the short awareness Music video in Assamese on Do's and
Dont's on COVID 19 have been prepared by the Disaster Management Authority.
Deputy Commissioners have been directed to distribute relief materials for the
affected population in Municipal towns of the state.

IESA sought ISRO type commission for electronics
The Indian Electronics and Semiconductor Association (IESA) asked the
Government of India to set up a National Electronics Mission in lines with India's
space agency, Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO). With this,IESA aims
to build a homegrown electronics ecosystem that would help the country reduce
imports of semiconductor chips and sensors. With that, it aims to spearhead all the
activities and for making India a design-led manufacturing hub for the world.
IESA also sought the Central government to allocate $1 billion for an Indian
electronics system design and manufacturing (ESDM) Innovation fund. It aims
to help startups design and build local electronics products.
IESA:
IESA is responsible for the development of a vibrant Indian Electronics and
Semiconductor ecosystem. Its main objective is to establish "Brand India" that is
recognized worldwide as a go-to destination for electronic products.
It also aims to bring the Indian government, industry, and academia on a
common platform and jointly work to develop and promote Made-in-India
products for the global markets.
The Chairman of IESA is Jitendra Chaddah, Senior Director, Operations
andStrategic Relations, Intel India. The Vice-Chairman of IESA is Dr.Satya
Gupta, CEO, Seedeyas Innovation.

Lifeline Udan flights supplied medical supplies to treat COVID-19 across
India
Lifeline Udan flights have transported over 15.4 tonnes of essential medical
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supplies across India amid coronavirus lockdown. The Ministry of Civil Aviation
(MoCA) stated that 62 Lifeline Udan flights were operated in this regard.
Lifeline Udan:
Lifeline Udan was launched by the Ministry of Civil Aviation (MoCA). It was
launched to transport essential medical supplies across the country.
A total of 62 Lifeline Udan flights were operated during the five-day period
from 26-30 March.
The Lifeline Udan cargo includes essential medical supplies for COVID-19 related
reagents, medical equipment, enzymes, testing kits, Personal Protective Equipment
(PPE), masks, gloves and other accessories that are required to treat the COVID-19
patients across the country.
The carriers involved in Lifeline Udan operations include the Indian Air Force
(IAF), Pawan Hans, Air India, and Alliance Air.
Also, few private carriers like Spicejet, Blue Dart, and IndiGo are operating
medical cargo flights on a commercial basis.
The Lifeline Udan flights are planned using a hub and spoke model. Cargo hubs
were established in Delhi, Mumbai, Hyderabad, Bangalore, and Kolkata.
Lifeline Udan flights connect these hubs to each other and different parts of the
country.
UDAN scheme:
UDAN scheme was launched on 27 April 2017. It functions under the Ministry of
Civil Aviation (India).
The Regional Connectivity Scheme (RCS) is known as Ude Desh ka Aam Naagrik
(UDAN).
The main objective of the scheme is to make air travel affordable and possible in
the country. It also aims to boost inclusive national economic development, job
growth and air transport infrastructure development of all regions and states of
India.
The airlines compete to win subsidies to operate flights that link small airports
with bigger airports in the country.

World Bank offered USD 1 bn for proposed India project
The World Bank has announced $1 billion to the Government of India for a
proposed India COVID-19 emergency response and health systems
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preparedness project. The World Bank funding allocated the fund from its
COVID-19 fast-track facility.
Project:
The span of the proposed project is four-years. The project aims to develop the
preparedness of India's health care systems in the time of the pandemic.
The main objective of the project is to respond and mitigate the COVID-19 threat
and strengthen national systems for public health preparedness in India.
Under this. both the World Bank and the Government of India will work on
following the best international practice.
The project will measure progress on key indicators such as the proportion of
laboratory-confirmed cases of COVID-19 who responded within 48 hours and the
proportion of specimens submitted for SARS-COV-2 laboratory testing confirmed
within WHO stipuIated standard time.
The government has assessed that outbreaks like COVID-19 might continue in the
coming years, and hence there needs to be a long-term strategy to tackle the
disease.

Maharashtra announced pay cut of govt employees for March
Maharashtra State government announced a 60% pay cut for all government
employees with an aim to financially assist the state in the wake of the
coronavirus pandemic. The decision was made by the Deputy Chief Minister and
State Finance Minister Ajit Pawar after consultation with Chief Minister Uddhav
Thackeray and various unions of employees.
Pay cut:
The 60% pay cut will be in the March salaries of the Chief Minister, all other
ministers, MLAs, MLCs, and representatives of local governing bodies.
The salaries of Class I and II will be cut by 50% and of Class III employees will
be cut by 25%.
The state announced no pay cut of remaining classes in the state bureaucracy.
The move is to provide strong financial support for the state to combat
coronavirus.
Maharashtra:
Formed on: 1 May 1960
Governor: Bhagat Singh Koshyari
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Chief Minister: Uddhav Thackeray
State language: Marathi
Bird: Yellow-footed green pigeon
Flower: Jarul
Capitals: Mumbai, Nagpur (Winter Capital)

GoI passed Ordinance to make PM CARES donations tax free
The government of India passed "Taxation and Other Laws (Relaxation of
Certain Provisions) Ordinance, 2020" on 31 March. The Ordinance will give
relief in compliance in filing income tax, Goods and Services Tax (GST), customs
and central excise returns, to help taxpayers tide over the coronavirus crisis.
Ordinance Highlights:
The ordinance provides relaxation in several compliances including the extension
in deadline to 30 June to make investments in instruments such as National Savings
Certificates, Public Provident Fund for claiming income tax benefits.
The Ordinance seeks amendment to the Income-tax (IT) Act, Benami Act.
It aims to amend the IT Act to enable a 100% deduction for donations made to
the PM's Citizen Assistance and Relief in Emergency Situations (PM CARES)
Fund. It was set up to enable citizens to contribute to the government's effort to
curb the spread of the Coronavirus outbreak.
It will also provide an extension of various time limits for making various
investments or payments including for claiming deduction under 80C, 80D, and
80G to 30 June 2020.
Contribution towards PM CARES Fund was eligible for a 50% deduction as it was
notified under section 80G(5). Also, contributions to PM National Relief Fund and
to CM's Relief Fund/Lieutenant Governor's Relief Fund in respect of any
State/Union Territory (UT), were eligible for 100% deduction under Section
80G(1) read with clause (iii a) of section 80G(2).

IIT-Kanpur to develop portable ventilator to support medical infrastructure
Indian Institute of Technology (IIT)-Kanpur is currently working on a portable
ventilator to support the medical infrastructure amid the COVID-19 outbreak.
The prototype of the ventilator is to be launched. Once implemented it can be used
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as a life support system.
Portable ventilator:
The portable ventilator is needed amidst the rising cases of COVID-19 in the
country.
A ventilator is a very important medical equipment for COVID-19 Patients,
especially those who are old and the virus can prove fatal to them. IIT-Kanpur has
prepared a design of live saver portable ventilator.
The move by IIT-Kanpur will strengthen the health system of the country amid the
Coronavirus crisis. So far, an expert team has designed the portable ventilator and it
will soon be assembled.

NPPA revised ceiling price of 883 scheduled formulations
National Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority (NPPA) revised the ceiling price of
883 scheduled formulations on 31 March. It noted the supply disruption of active
pharmaceutical ingredients caused by the COVID-19 outbreak is returning to
normalcy.
Highlights:
The authority stated that no unusual price fluctuations in the price of inputs for
medicines. Therefore, only normal price revisions have been allowed.
The Wholesale Price Index (WPI) increase was based on the Department for
Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT) data. Also, the increase in
ceiling price is based on WPI, which is 1.88468%.
The revision in the ceiling price of formulations included the revision of the ceiling
price of cardiac stents also. The revised prices has been made effective from 1
April. The detail of revised prices is available on the official website of NPPA,
www.nppaindia.nic.in.
NPPA:
NPPA was established in 1997. It regulates the pricing of drugs and ensures the
availability and accessibility of medicines at affordable prices. It is headquartered
in New Delhi. It functions under the Ministry of Chemicals & Fertilizers. The
functions of NPPA include implementation and enforcement of the provisions of
the Drugs (Prices Control) Order. It monitors the availability of drugs, identify
shortages, if any, and to take remedial steps.
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Centre launched DARPGs National Monitoring Dashboard
Dr. Jitendra Singh,the Union Minister of State for Personnel, Public Grievances,
and Pensions, launched the Department of Administrative Reforms and Public
Grievances' (DARPG) National Monitoring Dashboard on COVID-19
Grievances on 1 April.
National Monitoring Dashboard:
The National Monitoring Dashboard was developed and implemented at
https://darpg.gov.in.
COVID-19 related grievances received in Centralized Public Grievance Redress
and Monitoring System (CPGRAMS) with all Ministries/Departments and
States/Union Territories (UT) are monitored on a priority basis by a technical team
of DARPG.
The establishment of National Monitoring Dashboard pursuance of the
Empowered Group of Officers 10 constituted under the Disaster Management Act
2005 on Public Grievances and Suggestions to ensure timely implementation of
COVID-19 Response Activities.
It will ensure timely redressal of COVID-19 grievances and directions that have
been issued to all Ministries/ Departments to prioritize these grievances and provide
redressal in a period of 3 days.
The portal will be updated and monitored at senior levels in Government on a daily
basis.
The National Monitoring Dashboard received 43 grievances of Ministry of
Health and Family Welfare, 31 grievances of Ministry of External Affairs and 26
grievances of Ministry of Finance, so far. The nature of grievances related to
quarantine facilities, lockdown not being adhered to complaints, essential supplies
related complaints, examination related complaints, rescheduling of interest
repayments on loans, evacuation requests from foreign countries, etc.

NPPA sets up Price Monitoring and Resource Unit in JK
Jammu & Kashmir Union Territory (UT) has become 12th State to get the Price
Monitoring & Resource Unit (PMRU) on 1 April 2020. It was set up by the
National Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority (NPPA).
Price Monitoring & Resource Unit (PMRU):
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The PMRU is a registered society. It shall function under the direct control and
supervision of the State Drug Controller of Jammu & Kashmir.
The unit will be funded and supported by NPPA for its recurring and non-recurring
expenses.
The PMRU shall help NPPA and State Drug Controller to ensure the availability
and accessibility of medicines at affordable prices.
The unit will organize seminars, training programs, and other information,
education and communication (IEC) activities in the areas of availability and
affordability of medicines for all.
PMRU will collect samples of medicines, analyze data and make reports with
respect to availability and over-pricing of medicines for taking action under the
provisions of Drug Price Control Order (DPCO).
PMRU will add significance and J&K will assist NPPA and Governments in
checking overpricing and identifying causes and addressing local issues of
shortages or hoarding in the combat against COVID-19 pandemic.
PMRUs have been set up by NPPA in 11 States, including, Andhra Pradesh,
Gujarat, Kerala, Mizoram, Odisha, Punjab, Haryana, Nagaland, Rajasthan, Tripura,
and Uttar Pradesh.

MHA issued 2020 JK Reorganisation Adaptation of State Laws Order
Centre issued Jammu and Kashmir Reorganisation (Adaptation of State Laws)
Order, 2020. The order was issued by the Union Ministry for Home Affairs
(MHA) on 1 April. The order came with immediate effect. Out of the total 138
state laws of J&K, 25 laws have been repealed as a whole and other laws have
been adopted with substitutes.
J&K Reorganisation (Adaptation of State Laws) Order, 2020:
The order aims for the adaptation and modification of State Laws specific to the
erstwhile State of Jammu and Kashmir. It will also further facilitate the application
of Central Laws to the newly formed Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir.
The 25 laws that were repealed include J&K State Aid to Industries Act, J&K
Civic Laws Act, J&K Civil Services Act, J&K Deputy Ministers Salaries and
Allowances Act, J&K State Emergency Relief Fund Act, among others.
MHA added a domicile clause in the J&K Civil Services (Decentralisation and
Recruitment Act). Jobs will be reserved under domicile for only those who fulfill
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the requirements of"Domicile".

Telangana announced 75 percent pay cut to govt employees to fund COVID-19
crisis
The Telangana State government announced a huge pay cut for its employees
ranging from 10% to 75% on 30 March. The decision was made at a high-level
review meeting conducted in the wake of the state's financial situation amid the
coronavirus outbreak.
Highlights:
The State government has announced 75% cut in the salaries of the Chief
Minister, state cabinet, MLCs, MLAs, state corporation chairpersons, and local
bodies representatives.
There will be a 60% pay cut of IAS, IPS IFS and other such central services
officers.
There will be a 50% salary cut for all other categories of employees.
There will be a 10% pay cut for the Class IV outsourcing and contract employees
and for all categories of pensioners, there will be a 50% cut.
Telangana:
Governor: Tamilisai Soundararajan
Chief Minister: K. Chandrashekar Rao
Capital: Hyderabad
Literacy rate: 66.46% (As per 2011 census)
Bird: Indian Roller
Flower: Senna auriculata
Fruit: Mango
Tree: Prosopis cineraria
The state is bordered by Maharashtra to the north, Andhra Pradesh to the east
and south, Chhattisgarh to the east, and Karnataka to the west.

CILs annual output falls for first time in two decades
The annual output of Coal India, the world's largest coal miner, fell heavy rains at
coal mining regions disrupted production. This has happened for the first time since
1998-99 as heavy rains at coal mining regions disrupted production and an
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economic slowdown impacted coal demand.
The world's largest coal miner produced 602.1 million tonnes of coal in
2019-20, compared with 606.9 million tonnes in 2018-19. Coal India company
produces over 80% of India's coal production. India used over a billion tonnes of
coal in 2018-19, over three-quarters of it at power plants. State-run Coal India
accounts for over 80% of the country's production.
Coal India Limited:
Founded on: 1975
Headquarters: Kolkata, West Bengal
Chairman & MD: Pramod Agarwal
Coal India is a state-owned coal mining and refinery company. CIL is the largest
coal-producing company in the world. The company ranked 8th among the top 20
firms behind a third of all global carbon emissions.

JNCASR develops a coating that may prevent transmission of infection
Jawaharlal
Nehru
Centre
for
Advanced
Scientific
Research
(JNCASR) developed a one-step curable anti-microbial coating which can kill
virus of any type. When coated on different surfaces such as textiles, plastic and so
on, the coating could kill a range of virus types including COVID-19.
Microbial coating:
The covalent microbial coating has been found to completely kill the influenza
virus and resistant pathogenic bacteria and fungi, including methicillin-resistant
Staphylococcus aureus and fluconazole-resistant C. Albicans spp.
Until now, there is no covalent coating strategy has been developed to. kill all
viruses, bacteria, and fungi.
The coating can be fabricated on a variety of surfaces, and its ease and robustness
eliminate the necessity of skilled personnel for the procurement of the coating.
Coronavirus, like influenza, is also an enveloped virus. Hence, it is anticipated that
the coating may inactivate SARS-CoV-2 upon contact and can help prevent
contamination if coated on various surfaces.
The molecules developed have an ability to chemically cross-link with different
surfaces upon UV irradiation. Upon the formation of the coating, it showed to
permeabilize the membranes of pathogens leading to their inactivation.
The microbial coating on the surfaces were evaluated for their antibacterial,
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antifungal, and antiviral activity successfully.

CPSEs under the Ministry of Steel Pay Tax Dues under Vivad Se Vishwas
scheme
Ministry of Steel stated that Several Central Public Sector Enterprises
(CPSEs) have made payment of due tax to the government under Vivad Se
Vishwas scheme by 31 March 2020.
As per the data shared by the Steel Ministry, NMDC settled a dispute to save
Rs.1,868.80 crore in possible tax payments by opting for the Vivad se Vishwas
scheme of the Centre. SAIL settled a dispute of Rs.266.27 crore for Rs.186.72
crore.
Rashtriya Ispat Nigam Ltd (RINL) settled two disputes under the scheme, a
dispute of Rs.577.32 crore was settled for Rs.275.88 crore, while another one of
Rs.29.39 crore was settled for Rs.22.61 crore. Other CPSEs include MOIL, MSTC
Limited, Kudremukh Iron Ore Company (KIOCL), and JKMDC.
Vivad Se Vishwas scheme:
The objective Vivad Se Vishwas scheme to reduce pending income tax litigation,
generating timely revenues for the government and help taxpayers end their tax
disputes by paying disputed tax and get a waiver from payment of interest and
penalty.
The Scheme aims to extend the scope to cover litigation pending in various debt
recovery tribunals (DRTs). It will provide an opportunity to settle direct tax
disputes within the current financial year by waiving interest and penalty on their
pending taxes.
Ministry of Steel:
Steel Ministry is responsible to formulate all policies regarding steel production,
distribution, and pricing in India. It is headquartered in New Delhi. The Minister
responsible for the Ministry is Dharmendra Pradhan and Faggan Singh Kulaste,
Minister of State.

Andhra Pradesh to give away house sites on 14 April under NavaratnaluPedalandariki Illu program
Andhra Pradesh State government issued modified guidelines for the

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(March 30 - April 5, 2020)

distribution of 25 lakh house sites to the poor in urban and rural areas under
Navaratnalu-Pedalandariki Illu (Houses for all the poor) program. The
modification is done as per the directions of the High Court. The State is to give
away the sites on 14 April.
The state government aims to tie up with HUDCO and other organizations for
securing loans apart from getting necessary approvals under Pradhan Mantri Awas
Yojana (PMAY).
Navaratnalu-Pedalandariki Illu Program:
Under the Navaratnalu-Pedalandariki Illu program, sites for the houses will be
allotted at a concessional rate of Rs.1 to the beneficiaries with white ration cards.
A sum of Rs.20 will be collected from them. Out of Rs.20, Rs.10 is collected
towards the cost of stamp paper, and Rs.10 for lamination charges.
As per the programme, the beneficiaries should use the sites for no purpose other
than constructing houses.
Also, the title deeds will be in the form of conveyance deeds containing security
features like thumb impressions, photographs of the parties, signatures along with
their required details, watermarks, and emblems, etc. on the stamp papers.
Background:
The state government has earlier scheduled to distribute the house sites on 25
March but it was postponed due to the outbreak of COVID-19 and the local body
elections. The state government has revised the date for giving away the sites on 14
April.

Centre to treat Medical devices as Drugs from 1 April
The Central government announced that all medical devices that are sold in India
will be treated as drugs under the Drugs and Cosmetics Act. The move came into
effect from 1 April 2020. The instructions were issued by the Ministry of
Chemicals and Fertilisers.
Medical devices as drugs:
As per the instructions of GoI, all medical devices will be regulated by the
government as drugs for quality control and price monitoring.
At present, GoI is regulating 24 classes of medical devices under the Drugs and
Cosmetics Act. These 24 classes of devices will be regulated as drugs under
the Drugs and Cosmetics Act (DCA) 1940 and Drugs and Cosmetics Rules
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1945.
All medical devices that are used to treat a patient including syringes, needles, a
knee implant, digital thermometers, cardiac stents, CT scan, MRIs, dialysis
machines will be treated under the Drugs and Cosmetics Act.
Ceiling prices for four medical devices have been fixed and the devices are under
price control. The 4 medical devices are Intrauterine devices (Cu-T), condoms,
cardiac stents, and drug-eluting stents.

AP provides doorstep pension payment to 58 lakh beneficiaries
The Andhra Pradesh state government has started distributing pensions at the
doorstep to 58,44,240 beneficiaries with an objective to offer them held and to
avoid the spread of coronavirus. The state used 2.5 lakh volunteers to eliminate the
need for pensioners to step out of their homes.
Highlights:
Under the move of the govt. a wide range of people will benefit from the
disbursement of the pension that began on 1 April.
Also, old-age persons, widows, single women, weavers, fishermen, folk artists,
and traditional cobblers will receive an amount of Rs.2,250 each.
To support the people in the state during the COVID-19 outbreak, people with
disabilities, transgenders and Dappu artists will receive an amount of Rs.3,000.
Also, people who suffer chronic disease and are undergoing kidney dialysis at
government and network hospitals will receive an amount of Rs.10,000.
The fund will be first distributed to the pensioners and then the government will
give financial relief to the poor and needy delivered at the doorstep on the 4 April
using the same network of volunteers.

Freightwalla launched app to offer all remote services
Freightwalla, a Digital freight forwarding startup, has launched a mobile
application to offer all the services. The app is a part of a larger "work from
anywhere, anytime" initiative. The startups aim to make logistics and supply
chain accessible 24x7, from anywhere, on any device.
Aim:
The apps are to make it possible for logistics managers and business owners to
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plan, manage and track their shipments right on their mobile screens.
Freightwalla's Mobile app:
Freightwalla's new mobile app is an extension of the Freightwalla digital web
platform.
The app uses the same technology as the website of the logistics, which is backed
by a secure SSI encryption.
The app offers USPs namely Instant quotations, Online chat support, Intelligent
Cargo Tracking, Real-time status reports and Documentation Management.
The app complies with the highest level of security for several user data and
information that is exchanged on the app.

Centre mobilizes Ex-Servicemen to fight COVID-19 pandemic
Department of Ex-Servicemen Welfare (ESW), Ministry of Defence (MoD) has
taken the initiative to mobilize services of the Ex-Servicemen (ESM) community
as a part of the augmentation of human resource to assist the State and District
administration to combat the coronavirus outbreak.
Highlights:
Rajya Sainik Boards, Zila Sainik Boards are playing a huge role to identify and
mobilize the maximum ESM volunteers to assist the State and District
Administration.
The volunteers will perform public outreach activities such as contact tracing,
community surveillance, management of quarantine facilities or any such tasks
assigned to them.
Ex-Servicemen are highly disciplined, motivated and well trained to operate in
adverse situations and they have a pan-India presence in all the districts and
villages across the country.
Services of ESM Community:
An organization called Guardians of Governance', comprising 4,200 ESM, is
assisting in data collection from all the villages in Punjab. In
the Chhattisgarh government, ESM has been employed some ESM to assist the
police.
In Andhra Pradesh, all the District Collectors have asked for ESM volunteers. In
Uttar Pradesh, all Zila Sainik Kalyan Adhikaris are in touch with District
Control Rooms and retired Army Medical Corps personnel have been identified
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and kept ready. Also, Sainik Rest Houses are being prepared in Uttarakhand to act
as isolation/quarantine Centres if the need arises. In Goa, a control room has been
established and ESM has been asked to remain on standby for any assistance to the
local administration.

World Band lends USD 1bn to India to combat COVID-19 outbreak
The World Bank's Board of Executive Directors (ED) has approved $1 billion to
India COVID-19 Emergency Response and Health Systems Preparedness Project.
The project will cover all the States/Union Territories in India.
Aim:
The aim of the project is to help India prevent, detect, and respond to
the COVID-19 pandemic. It focuses to strengthen India's public health
preparedness. This is the largest ever health sector support from the Bank to India.
Highlights:
The new support offered by the World Bank will cover all states/UTs across India.
The project will address the needs of the coronavirus infected people, at-risk
populations, medical and emergency personnel and service providers, medical and
testing facilities, and national and animal health agencies.
The project will immediately enable the Central Government to scale-up efforts
to limit human-to-human transmission of the coronavirus.
Under the project, new ways to strengthen the health system will be introduced to
improve India's capacity to respond to the COVID-19 pandemic and be better
prepared to respond to emerging disease outbreaks, including transmission between
humans and animals.
The project also includes the procurement of testing kits, infection
prevention, and control, setting up of new isolation wards including turning
hospital beds into intensive care unit beds and purchase of personal protective
equipment (PPEs), ventilators, and medicines in district hospitals and COVID-19
dedicated hospitals.
World Bank:
Formed on: July 1944
Headquarters: Washington, D.C., US
President: David Malpass
MD and CFO: Anshula Kant
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Chief Economist: Penny Goldberg
World Bank provides loans and grants to the developing and poor governments to
pursue capital projects. World bank comprises the International Bank for
Reconstruction and Development (IBRD) with 189 member countries and the
International Development Association (IDA) with 173 member countries.

Centre released SOPs for transit of COVID-19 negative foreign nationals
The Union Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) laid down Standard Operating
Procedures (SOPs) for the transit of COVID-19 negative foreigners stranded in
India on 2 April. Also, the release of quarantined persons after being tested
COVID-19 negative will be carried out by the Home Affairs Ministry.
Highlights:
It has been decided that the Home Ministry will examine every request received
from a foreign government for the evacuation of their nationals from India.
Before their departure, the foreign nationals will be screened for COVID-19
symptoms as per the standard health protocol.
Under the standard health protocol, only the foreign nationals would be allowed to
leave, who are asymptomatic for COVID-19. For symptomatic persons, the future
course of treatment would be followed.
MHA also released SOPs for release of quarantined persons, after the expiry of the
quarantine period and tested COVID-19 negative.
The provisions will not be applied to a group, where even one person tests positive
for COVID- 19.
Ministry of Home Affairs:
Formed on: 15 August 1947
Headquarters: New Delhi
Minister responsible: Amit Shah, Minister of Home Affairs
The Ministry is responsible to maintain internal security and domestic
policy.Central Armed Police Force (CAPF), Delhi Police (DP), Intelligence Bureau
(IB), National Disaster Response Force (NDRF), National Investigation Agency
(NIA) functions under MHA.

Centre develops AarogyaSetu to help people track spread of coronavirus

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(March 30 - April 5, 2020)

The Government of India launched "AarogyaSetu", a mobile app developed in
public-private partnership (PPP) on 2 April. The app is a part of the efforts taken
by GoI to contain the spread of coronavirus.
AarogyaSetu:
AarogyaSetu will enable people to assess themselves the risk for their catching the
coronavirus infection.
The app will calculate the risk based on their interaction with others, using
cutting edge Bluetooth technology, algorithms and artificial intelligence (AI).
The app can be installed in a smartphone through an easy and user-friendly
process and ensures privacy.
The app can detect other devices with AarogyaSetu installed that come in the
proximity of that phone. It can then calculate the risk of infection based on
sophisticated parameters.
The app will help the government take necessary timely steps to assess the risk of
the spread of COVID-19 infection and ensure isolation if needed.
The personal data that are collected by the app is encrypted using state-of-the-art
technology and stays secure on the phone until it is needed for facilitating medical
intervention.
The app is available in 11 languages and has highly scalable architecture.
The app has a unique example of the nation's young talent coming together and
pooling resources and efforts to respond to a global crisis.

Centre extends CAPF companies in Delhi due to COVID-19 pandemic
Government of India (GoI) extended the deployment of 100 Central Armed
Police Forces (CAPF) companies in Delhi to strengthen security during the
ongoing lockdown in view of the COVID-19 pandemic.
Highlights:
The Union Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) extended the deployment of about
10,000 troops in the allocated 100 companies. The move by MHA is to maintain
law and order during the lockdown in Delhi.
A Central Armed Police Force (CAPF) company has an operational strength of
about 100 personnel. These units were deployed in batches in Delhi since February.
The forces that are part of the Government allotted 100 companies include the 41
Central Reserve Police Force, 7 Rapid Action Force, 17 Border Security Force,
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6 Central Industrial Security Force, 16 Sashastra Seema Bal and 13 IndoTibetan Border Police.

Centre permits farmers to use eNAM to avoid market place
Government of India (GoI) allowed farmers to directly sell produce from
premises of farmers producer organizations (FPO) and selected warehouses
through electronic marketing platform Electronic National Agriculture Market
(eNAM). The announcement was made by Union Agriculture Minister Narendra
Singh Tomar on 2 April. The minister launched the logistics module to support the
transportation of produce directly from FPO centres and warehouses.
Benefits:
The aim of the move is to introduce a major agriculture reform that will decongest
market place.
The move by GOI will help farmers to sell produce at remunerative prices near to
their farm gate without coming to the market place (mandis).
The Centre launched the required software facilities to create a direct marketing
channel alternative to mandis.
FPOs and farmers can now use online facilities for transportation that can be
tracked.
It is being planned that eNAM will soon be expanded to 1,000 mandis from the
existing 585 mandis across 16 states and two UTs.
For this purpose following 3 modules, namely Negotiable Warehouse Receipt (eNWRs) module in eNAM software, FPO trading module, Logistic Module has
been launched to enhance the effectiveness of eNAM.
3 Modules:
Under the Negotiable Warehouse Receipt (e-NWRs) module, the farmers can sell
the products across the Nation to get better Price and at the same time can save
themselves from the hassle of mandi. It will help the depositor to save the Logistics
expenses and will have a better income.
FPO trading module will help FPOs by reducing transaction costs (Transportation)
and enhancing their bargaining power. It will also facilitate FPOs to avail online
payment facility with ease of doing business.
Logistic Module will help in seamless transportation of Agri produce. It will also
promote inter-State trade under e-NAM by providing online transport facilities for
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distant buyers.
eNAM:
Founded on: 14 April 2016
eNAM is an online trading platform for agricultural products in India. It
functions under the Ministry of Agriculture, GoI. The Minister responsible for the
Agriculture Ministry is Narendra Singh Tomar. The platform aims to facilitate the
smooth marketing of their produce.

Moong dal price raised by 20 percent
The Moong dal price has been raised by about 20% although the supply of other
staples is normal. The reason is because of the smaller harvest and disruption in
transportation has caused shortages of moong dal.
Reason:
The major suppliers of Moong dal in India are the states of Rajasthan and
Madhya Pradesh. The supply has been disrupted due to the erratic weather hit in
Rajasthan, the largest producer.
Also, the current availability of moong in Rajasthan has reduced due to a smaller
crop.
The prices of the high-quality whole moong dal rose 13% to Rs.83 per kg, leading
to upto 20% increase in wholesale and retail prices.
Moong dal:
Moong dal plant species fall under the legume family. It is cultivated in India, East
Asia, and Southeast Asia. They are rich in protein, vitamins, minerals, and essential
amino acids.

ICMR approves antibody tests for COVID-19 patients
The Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) provided interim approval on
the use of rapid antibody tests for COVID-19 patients in the Country.
Antibody Tests:
The Antibody test reveals if the antibodies were released in response to infection
by the coronavirus in individuals who may not have shown symptoms of the
disease.
As per the approval, antibody tests can be carried out in hotspots zones suspected
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to have a widespread prevalence of the disease.
The positive cases of the antibodies test will be made to do RT-PCR tests, which
can reveal the presence of the virus. Once confirmed, the people will be
quarantined at home.
Companies that have CE-In-Vitro Diagnostic (IVD) approved kits can use them
after proper approval from the Drug Controller General of India and an intimation
to ICMR.
What is Antibody Test?
Antibody tests mean analyzing a patient's sample, generally blood sample, for the
presence/absence of a particular antibody or for the amount of antibody that is
present. Antibodies are part of the body's immune system. These antibodies are
immunoglobulin proteins that protect people against such as viruses, bacteria,
chemicals, or toxins. Antibodies are created to recognize a specific structure on an
invading foreign cell or particle.
ICMR:
Formed on: 1911
Headquarters: New Delhi
Secretary & Director General: Dr. Balram Bhargava
ICMR promotes, formulates, and coordinates the biomedical research in India.
It functions under the Department of Health Research, Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare, Government of India.

DRDO develops bio-suit for medical practitioners who treat COVID-19
patients
Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) developed a bio-suit
for the safety of the paramedical, medical, and other personnel engaged in
combating COVID-19 safe from the deadly virus.
DRDO's bio-suit:
DRDO Scientists have used textile, coating, and nanotechnology to develop the
Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) having a specific type of fabric with
coating.
The suit was prepared with the help of the industry and subjected to rigorous
testing for textile parameters and protection against synthetic blood. The protection
against synthetic blood exceeded the criteria defined for body suits by the Ministry
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of Health and Family Welfare (MoHFW).
The DRDO is to ensure that enough number of bio-suits are produced to serve the
medics, paramedics and other personnel in the front line combating COVID-19.
M/s Kusumgarh Industries is producing the raw material, coating material, for
the production of the special bio-suit in large quantities. The complete bio-suit is
manufactured with the help of another vendor.
At present, the production capacity is 7,000 suits per day.

MCA extends tenure of Prakash Kumar as acting President of NCLT for 3
years
The Ministry of Corporate Affairs (MCA) has extended the tenure of Shri BSV
Prakash Kumar as acting President of National Company Law Tribunal
(NCLT) for a period of 3 years. MCA informed NCLT about the extension of the
tenure to another three months or till the joining of new President, whichever is
earlier. The appointment will effective from 5 April 2020
Earlier, Prakash Kumar was appointed as acting President for a period of three
months from 5 January 2020 after the retirement of Justice MM Kumar as the
NCLT President. The three months tenure is set to expire on 5 April.
NCLT:
NCLT was set up under section 408 of the Companies Act, 2013 on 1 June 2016.
The Principal Bench of NCLT is in New Delhi. Apart from that, it has 14 other
benches across India in cities, including Ahmedabad, Allahabad, Bengaluru,
Chandigarh, Chennai, Guwahati, Hyderabad, Kolkata, Mumbai, Cuttack, Jaipur,
Kochi, Amravati, and Indore.

DST-SERB announces first set of approved projects to combat COVID-19
crisis
The Department of Science and Technology-Science and Engineering Board
(DST-SERB) has announced several special research projects to ramp up national
R&D efforts against the COVID-19 pandemic.
Highlights:
DST-SERB has selected the first set of 5 projects. It will be supported for further
development into implementable technologies.
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Three of the selected projects aim to address the issue of antiviral and virustatic
surface coating of inanimate surfaces, such as personal protection equipment (PPE).
The 4th project deals with the identification of metabolite biomarkers in CoVID-19
infected patients enabling therapeutic target identification.
The 5th project is concerned with the development of antibodies against the
receptor-binding domain of the spike glycoprotein of coronavirus.
The 5 projects of DST-SERB are:
1) Identification of global metabolite biomarkers in CoVID-19 infected patients for
targeted therapy.
2) Development of functionalized inanimate surfaces with repurposable multitargeted viricidal agents/drugs for preventive and cost-effective antiviral
applications.
3) Development of antiviral surface coatings to prevent the spread of infections
caused by the influenza virus.
4) Development of formulations for viral decontamination of inanimate surfaces
5) Antibody-based capture of 2019-nCoV and its inactivation using lipid-based in
situ gel.

IISc scientists develop indigenous ventilator prototype using local parts
Indian Institute of Science (IISc) scientists have developed a high-quality
indigenous ventilator. The idea is to circumvent is to provide assistance to the
escalating COVID-19 crisis.
IISc's ventilator:
The indigenously developed ventilators make use of sensors and parts sourced
from the local automotive and RO water filter industries.
The prototype makes use of materials that are readily available and in large
numbers such as pressure sensors used in cars and solenoid filter
valves in Reverse Osmosis (RO) water filters.
The ventilator uses a pressurized mixture of medical-grade oxygen and compressed
air which is mixed using food-grade containers and tubing used in domestic RO
water filters.
A Raspberry Pi computer and a programmable logic controller (PLC)
board will control the air pressure, the oxygen composition and flow
characteristics.
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The ventilator will be developed by Bharat Heavy Electricals Limited (BHEL).

Action COVID-19 Team launched in India to combat COVID-19 crisis
Founders of leading startups, investors, advisors, supporters, investment advisory
firms have launched Action COVID-19 Team (ACT).
Aim:
ACT aims to provide guidance and resources to startup founders and employees in
the country. It also aims to empower teams through financial grants and mentoring.
Action COVID-19 Team:
ACT Grants will grant a Rs.100 crore program. It aims to seed over 50 initiatives
through grants to combat the economic crisis caused in India due to the COVID-19
outbreak.
The platform will bring its networks, startup assets, and team money to create a
force multiplier to help these initiatives make rapid meaningful progress.
In order to combine the resources of the startup community, a 25-member team
has been formed. The team will enable rapid evaluation and recommendations on
potential projects.
The group will be supported by NGOs and leading industry veterans. It will also
collaborate with government agencies to scale up solutions that show promising
results.

Kovind, Naidu held meeting with Governor, Lt Governor of States and UTs
President Ram Nath Kovind and Vice President M. Venkaiah Naidu held a
meeting with the Governors, Lieutenant Governor and Administrators of all States
and Union Territories (UTs) through video conferencing. They discussed several
measures to combat COVID-19.
Highlights:
President urged them to hold regular stock-taking with the state government and
make contributions to combat COVID-19.
President also directed to tie up with retired doctors and psychologists to enlisting
Red Cross volunteers and using social media to spread awareness about
COVID-19. He emphasized the collective strength of the society to fight the
menace and to spread awareness about the disease.
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He asked the Governors to involve religious and spiritual leaders, film and sports
celebrities and public personalities, including literary giants and artists, to promote
awareness to combat COVID-19.
Naidu appealed to private hospitals to earmark some beds for COVID-19 patients.

SCTIMST, WIPRO partners to make Automated ventilators to meet
COVID-19 related crisis
Sree Chitra Tirunal Institute for Medical Sciences and Technology
(SCTIMST) has partnered with Wipro 3D, Bengaluru. The partnership aims to
jointly build upon a prototype of an emergency ventilator system based on the
Artificial Manual Breathing Unit (AMBU) which was developed by SCTIMST
followed by its clinical trial and manufacture.
Highlights:
The ventilators are expected to meet the urgent requirements caused due to the
COVID-19 outbreak. It was developed in a week.
AMBU bag:
AMBU bag or a bag-valve-mask (BVM) is a hand-held device used to provide
positive pressure ventilation to a patient who is either not breathing or who is
breathing inadequately. The use of a regular AMBU needs a bystander for its
operations who is highly susceptible and non-advisable to be in close contact with
the COVID-19 patient.
SCTIMST's Automated AMBU Ventilator with inputs from clinical faculty will
assist the breathing of the critical patients who have no access to ICU ventilators.
To enabling rapid production, the device is designed with readily available
components so that it becomes an alternative solution. AMBU will provide
ventilation support to the needy and is an ideal solution for ventilation shortages.
The device will enable positive pressure ventilation with a controlled rate of
expiration, Inspiratory to Expiratory Ratio, Tidal Volume, and so on. Also, to
maintain pressure on the lower airways at the end of the breathing cycle, a Positive
End Expiratory Pressure (PEEP) Valve can be added as an extra component
which prevents the alveoli from collapsing during expiration.
The automatic AMBU will minimize the need for support personnel in the
isolation room and enable a safer and effective lung-protective operation to COVID
patients.
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SCTIMST:
SCTIMST was established in 1976 by the Government of India. The autonomous
institute functions under the Department of Science and Technology (DST),
Ministry of Science & Technology. It is located in Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala,
India. It is one of the premier research Institutes and centers in India.

Union Govt orders about 10 crore hydroxychloroquine tablets for healthcare
workers
Union Health Ministry has placed an order of about ten crore hydroxychloroquine
tablets from various pharmaceutical companies for health care workers.Indian
Council of Medical Research (ICMR) has suggested the use of hydroxychloroquine
tablets only for health care workers and caregivers involved in the treatment and
direct contact with the suspected or confirmed COVID-19 patients. The COVID-19
patients, who require Intensive Care Unit care, the Health Ministry has suggested
the use of hydroxychloroquine tablets in combination with Azithromycin.
Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR)
Headquarters: New Delhi
Secretary & Director General: Dr. Balram Bhargava
Founder: Government of India
Founded: 1911

IAS IPS officers associations form Caruna an initiative to fight Coronavirus
Associations representing officers of Central Civil Services, including the Indian
Administrative Service (IAS) and the Indian Police Service (IPS), formed an
initiative called Caruna to support and supplement the government's efforts in
fighting coronavirus.
Caruna:
'Caruna' stands for Civil Services Associations Reach to Support in Natural
Disasters and represents a collaborative platform on which civil servants, industry
leaders, NGO professionals, and IT professionals, among others, have come
together to contribute their time and abilities.

Union HRD Minister launches MHRD AICTE COVID-19 Student Helpline
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Portal
Students are facing difficulties due to the closure of colleges and hostels due to the
COVID 19 Pandemic. AICTE (All India Council for Technical Education) has
come out with MHRD AICTE COVID-19 Student Helpline Portaltoaddress the
issues.
Aim of the portal:
The portal is mostly available to connect who are willing to provide help with those
who need help. The nature of support includes Accommodation, Food, on line
Classes, Attendance, Examinations, Scholarships, Health, Transport,
Harassment.Around 6500 colleges have already come forward to provide support at
such a crucial juncture. Students in difficulty are encouraged to get connected with
them through this portal directly. AICTE also appealed to voluntary organizations,
NGOs. Social organizations, philanthropists to come forward and render their
support similar to the 6500 colleges.
Founded: November 1945
Headquarters: New Delhi

Shri Sanjay Dhotre launched Hack the Crisis India overcome COVID 19
pandemic
Minister of State Electronics & Information Technology, Communications and
Human Resource DevelopmentShri Sanjay Dhotrelaunched Hack the Crisis India,
an Online Hackathon to find working solutions for overcoming COVID 19
pandemic.This hackathon is part of a global initiative. It is organized by Hack A
Cause India and Ficci Ladies Organization Pune and supported by the Ministry
of Electronics & Information Technology, Government of India (MEITY).
Aim of this hackathon:
To fight against COVID19. The winning ideas from a few top participating teams,
as implementable solutions on the corona crisis, is expected to help India and
global citizens.Minister of State Electronics & Information Technology stated that
we should, and we will overcome this challenge and come out stronger as a country
and thereby also support humanity at large to prevail.
Hack the Crisis India, an Online Hackathon to find working solutions for
overcoming COVID 19 pandemic. This hackathon is part of a global initiative
organized by Hack A Cause India' and Ficci Ladies Organization Pune' and
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supported by the Ministry of Electronics & Information Technology, Government
of India (MEITY).Around 2000 teams and over 15000 participants will be
enhancing their working prototypes in a 48hour hackathon with expert mentoring
from India, Estonia, and Finland. Top teams from India will participate in 'Hack the
Crisis - World' global hackathon in the coming weeks.

NHA signs pact with Uber for transportation service for public healthcare
workers
National Health Authority (NHA)inked a pact with ride-hailing app Uber to
provide transport services for frontline healthcare workers involved in the treatment
of COVID-19 patients.
Highlights:
Uber planned to facilitate the provision of 150 cars free of cost to support medical
facilities in certain cities, namely New Delhi, Noida, Ghaziabad, Kanpur, Lucknow,
Prayagraj, and Patna through its UberMedic service.
The NHA will be equipped with roof-to-floor plastic sheeting enclosing the driver's
seat, thereby acting as a protective barrier between the rider and driver.
Every UberMedic car will be disinfected after every ride to ensure adequate safety
and hygiene.
The limited mobility options had made it difficult for frontline workers to travel to
their workplaces, which is the hospital. This initiative will further strengthen India's
response to contain the spread of COVID-19. This ride-hailing app has been taking
steps towards battling the outbreak of coronavirus in the country.
Founded: 2018

Odisha government launches online cultural competition to engage children
during lockdown
Odisha government, in collaboration with the UNICEF, launched an online cultural
competition among children to keep them engaged at home during the lockdown
period. Children can participate in competitions of painting, writing of slogans,
short stories and poems, and poster making, winning entries will get certificates,
said Odisha government's COVID spokesman Subroto Bagchi.
Mo Prativa:

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(March 30 - April 5, 2020)

The Mo Prativa (My talent) program is for children in the age group of 5 to 18
years.The entries are being invited on two themes: Being at home during lockdown
and My responsibility as a young citizen during COVID-19.The competition will
be held in three categories: for 5 years to 10 years, 11 years to 16 years, and 17
years to 18 years. The children can post their entries between 10 am to 6 pm every
day, Details of the Mo Prativa program can be found in the portals
www.sportsodisha.gov.in and www,wcdodisha.gov.in.The winning entries may be
used in information, education, and communication (IEC) materials of the state
government.

No call to switch off street lights or appliances at homes on 5 April Power
Ministry
Prime Minister Narendra Modi's call for switching off lights for 9 minutes at 9 pm
on Sunday may result in an electricity load reduction of around 13 gigawatts (GW)
on India's power grid, with current lighting load estimated at be 11,344 megawatts
(MW).
The quantum of power demand reduction can be handled by the grid operator; the
rate of change may pose a problem. Power System Operation Corp. Ltd (Posoco)
that oversees India's electricity load management functions. Some apprehensions
have been expressed that this (the blackout) may cause instability in the grid and
fluctuation in voltage, which may harm the electrical appliances.
There is no call to switch off either street lights or appliances like computers, TVs,
fans, refrigerators and ACs in the homes. Only lights should be switched off. India's
electricity demand load curve on Sunday, 22 March - the day of the Janata Curfew.
India's power demand on 29 March was around 101,207 MW at 6.07 pm and went
up to 112,551 MW at 9 pm during the evening peak load compared with the peak
electricity demand of about 127.96 GW on 25 March - the day the lockdown began.
The demand was about 163.73 GW on 20 March.
India's peak demand in FY19 was 168.74 GW and touched a record high of 176.72
GW in April last year. All-India grid frequency may be kept at the lower side of the
IEGC (Indian Electricity Grid Code) band i.e., 49.90 Hz from 20:30 hrs onwards
because of anticipated frequency rise due to demand reduction at 21:00 hrs.
Hydro generation and gas generation shall be ramped down, starting from 20:57
hrs. The hydro units should be kept rolling at 0 10 % of the rating and not to be

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(March 30 - April 5, 2020)

disconnected during this period. Gas station shall be ramped down to the minimum
level. Also, given wind power's infirm nature of generation, it may be disconnected
at the inter- and intra-state transmission level when the frequency is more than 50.2
Hz.

Central government taking measures to ensure smooth harvesting of Rabi
Crop
Central government taking several measures to ensure the smooth harvesting of
Rabi Crop and the sowing of the summer crop. Department of Agriculture
Cooperation and Farmers Welfare conducted a video conference with all States and
Insurance companies to review the payment of claims and also the status of
Conduct of Crop Cutting Experiments, CCEs for Rabi crops.The implementation of
the Smart Sampling Technique ensures that the farmers do not suffer from any
adverse fall out during the lockdown period. The letters issued to all States for cowitnessing Crop Cutting Experiments.
Phyto-Sanitary Certification:
Phyto-Sanitary Certification export consignments and Import releases of plant and
plant products are continuing. Around of 3,776 PSCs have been issued for export
consignments and 1,074 import consignments. Kisan Call Centres at all 21
locations are being operated by diverting calls to personal mobile numbers of Farm
Tele Advisors who are now operating from homes. All 454 KCC seats are being
operated daily between 6 A.M. to 10 P.M. Call flow is about 15 thousand to 20
thousand per day.

Indian Railways issues restoration plan to prepare for resumption of services
Indian Railways have begun preparing to resume all its services from April 15
after a 21-day suspension of its passenger trains in the wake of the coronavirus
outbreak.
All railway safety personnel, running staff, guards, TTE and other officials have
told to be ready to join their posts from April 15. The operations only after a green
signal from the government which had formed a Group of Ministers (GoM) on the
issue. The Indian Railways has issued a restoration plan to all its railway zones with
a schedule of trains to be run, their frequency and the availability of rakes. All 17
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zones have been sent a missive to be prepared to run their respective services.

India seeks $6 billion of loans from ADB, AIIB to fight coronavirus pandemic
India is seeking as much as $6 billion of loans from multilateral institutions such as
the Asian Development Bank to bolster its efforts to fight the coronavirus outbreak.
World Bank:
The World Bank already committed $1 billion. At the same time, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's government is in talks with Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank
and ADB, the people said, asking not to be identified because the details haven't
been finalized.
India - Virus Test:
India needs to rapidly scale up testing for the virus to head off the disease from
infecting more people in the world's most populated nation after China. Proceeds
including from the World Bank will be used to acquire testing kits and ventilators,
turning hospital beds into intensive care unit beds as well as for buying personal
protective equipment for health care workers.
The number of tests in India stood at just 66,000 on April 3, about one-thirtieth the
pace of the US and even further behind that of top testing countries like South
Korea.

PM Narendra Modi chairs joint meeting of empowered groups on COVID-19
Prime Minister Narendra Modi conducted a joint meeting of the Empowered
Groups. The main aim is to plan and ensure the implementation of COVID-19
response activities in the country. He reviewed countrywide preparedness against
coronavirus and also regarding the factors such as the availability of hospitals,
isolation, and quarantine facilities as well as disease surveillance, testing, and
critical care training. Prime Minister directed the concerned groups and officials to
ensure sufficient production, procurement, and availability of all essential medical
equipment such as PPEs, masks, gloves, and ventilators.
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SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY
FDA approved Convalescent plasma transmission to treat people from
Coronavirus
The US Food and Drug Administration (USFDA) approved Convalescent plasma
is the method to treat people who are critically ill with COVID-19. Convalescent
plasma refers to the plasma extracted from those who are recovering from
coronavirus (COVID-19). To run the process the doctors must get approval over the
telephone.
What is Plasma?
Plasma is a fluid carries the blood components throughout the body. It is the
largest part of blood. It makes up to 55% of its overall content. The liquid is light
yellow in colour. It carries water, salts, and enzymes. Plasma also contains
important components like antibodies, clotting factors, and the proteins albumin
and fibrinogen.
Convalescent plasma:
The method was used in the past to treat diseases such as polio, measles, mumps,
1918 flu epidemic, and in previous outbreaks of respiratory infections
namely H1N1 influenza, SARS, and MERS.
Under the method, Plasma from people who have recovered from COVID-19 will
be collected and transmitted to the critically ill COVID-19 patients. It is believed
that it might contain antibodies to the virus that causes the disease and might be
effective against the infection.
Background:
Earlier, a study suggested that the convalescent plasma could be a possible
treatment methodology. The study was conducted by the Shenzhen Third
People's Hospital in Shenzhen, China.
The study was conducted on 5 critically ill COVID-19 patients and the preliminary
results from the test were promising. After the plasma transfusion, body
temperature was normalized within 3 days in 4 of 5 patients, the Sequential Organ
Failure Assessment score decreased, and the ratio that determines the severity of
ARDS increased within 12 days.Viral loads decreased and became negative within
12 days after the transfusion.
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NASA to launch SunRISE mission to study Solar Particle Storms
The US space agency, NASA selected the proposed Sun Radio Interferometer
Space Experiment (SunRISE) mission to study how the Sun creates and releases
Giant Solar Particle Storms.
SunRISE Mission:
The SunRISE mission will aid scientists to understand the working of the Solar
System. The mission is believed to help protect future astronauts from Solar Storms
while going to the Moon or Mars.
As a part of the Explorers Program, SunRise mission was one of two missions
selected by NASA in August 2017 for the Mission of Opportunity program.
The mission initially conducted an 11-month concept study. It was extended for
another year, for formulation study, by NASA in February 2019 for the program.
The mission is led by Justin Kasper at the University of Michigan in Ann Arbor
and managed by NASA's Jet Propulsion Laboratory (JPL).
In March 2020, the Mission was awarded $62.6 million to design, build, and
launch the mission. The NET launch date of the SunRISE mission is 1 July 2023.
National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA):
Formed on: 29 July 1958
Headquarters: Washington, D.C., United States
Administrator: Jim Bridenstine
Deputy Administrator: James Morhard

SpaceX released a Users guide for its Starship rocket
SpaceX released a Users Guide for its giant Starship rocket. The document will
provide a short overview of the rocket that is designed to transport people,
payloads, satellites, and cargo to a variety of orbits and Earth, Lunar, or Martian
landing sites.
Users Guide for Starship rocket:
The guide gives a brief overview of SpaceX and about the program itself.
The guide gives information about payload configurations and mechanical
interfaces.
It contains a comparison that is drawn between crewed and uncrewed
configurations.

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(March 30 - April 5, 2020)

In its current configuration, Starship can transport up to 100 people from Earth
into Low Earth Orbit (LEO) and on to the Moon and Mars.
SpaceX is to develop cargo and crewed variants of Starship which can
accommodate100 passengers.
The guide also laid out some specifications, including details about payload
capacity, launch, and landing.
SpaceX:
Founded on: 6 May 2002
Headquarters: Hawthorne, California
Founder, CEO & CTO: Elon Musk
President & COO: Gwynne Shotwell
SpaceX, so far, has developed many launch vehicles and the Dragon spacecraft.
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DEFENCE
Indian Army prepares amid the lockdown
The Indian Army has prioritized essential activities that are necessary for its
functioning in view of the coronavirus outbreak. Centre's nationwide lockdown
has led to the formations and military stations reducing contact with civilians. Some
of the units have isolated themselves from the outside environment and other units.
Army's lockdown:
As per the social distancing norms, troops have isolation themselves within a unit.
It ensured regular sanitation and dividing troops into groups that maintain distance
from each other.
Some of the preventive measures include not allowing civilians to enter the unit
lines, maintenance of distance between individuals and groups, avoiding
interactions, keeping markets out of bounds, sanitizing persons and vehicles,
reporting sick if there are symptoms and establishing different barracks for troops.
The Army has extended leaves for those who are already on leave. Troops
returning from temporary duty will undergo sanitization and checking symptoms
before being taken away for isolation.
To avoid contagion within a unit, the troops have been divided into small teams
that maintain a distance of 500m. Different barracks were allotted for different
teams.

Naval Dockyard develops low-cost device to screen people
Naval Dockyard (ND), Mumbai has designed and developed its own handheld
Infrared radiation (IR)-based temperature sensor to screen people at gates. The
sense will screen a large number of Naval personnel at the entry gates of the yard
reducing the load on the security sentries at the gate.
IR-based temperature sensor:
The instrument was manufactured under Rs.1000 through in-house resources.
The accuracy of the instrument is 0.02 deg Celsius.
The non-contact thermometer has an IR and an LED display integrated with a
microcontroller that runs on a 9V battery.
The instrument will screen a large number of Naval personnel at the entry gates of
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the yard thereby reducing the load on the security sentries at the gate.
The low-cost instrument has the capability to scale up production of these if
required towards which sourcing of the components is in progress.
Reason:
Over 20,000 personnel enter the premises of the Naval Dockyard of Western
Naval Command (WNC) every day. Inorder to prevent the spread of COVID-19
within the yard and the Western Fleet, initial screening of the Navy personnel who
enter the dockyard was very important.
The primary method to screen a probable COVID-19 infected person/patient is to
check the body temperature by a non-contact thermometer. In the view of the
COVID-19 outbreak, the non-contact thermometers and temperature guns have
become scarce and are being sold at a very high cost in the country. In order to
overcome the scarcity and requirement of large numbers, ND has designed and
developed its own handheld IR based temperature sensor.

MoD received USD 8.82 million FDI during 2000-2019 period
Ministry of Defence (MoD) has received foreign direct investment (FDI) of
$8.82 million (around Rs.51.93 crore) during the period April 2000 and
December 2019. The Ministry announced it on 1 April. As per the data provided by
the Ministry of Commerce and Industry, FDI in the defence sector was aggregated
at $2.18 million in 2018-19.
Highlights:
The data showed that, during the period April 2000-December 2019, the Foreign
fund inflows in retail trading stood at $2 billion.
The top countries from where India attracted maximum FDI during the period are
Mauritius, Singapore, Japan, Netherlands, and the US.
Also, the total merchandise imports from China were $76.3 billion in 2017-18 and
it decreased to $70.3 billion in 2018-19. The total imports from China during April
2019- January 2020 were $57.9 billion.
Ministry of Defence:
Formed on: 1776
Headquarters: New Delhi
Minister responsible: Nirmala Sitharaman, Minister of Defence
Deputy Minister responsible: Shripad Yesso Naik, MoS for Defence

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(March 30 - April 5, 2020)

Defence Secretary: Ajay Kumar
MoD provides resources & policy framework to the Indian armed forces to
discharge their responsibility in the defence area of the country. Department of
Defence, Department of Defence Production, Department of Defence Research and
Development, Department of Ex-Servicemen Welfare, Department of Military
Affairs functions under the Ministry.
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AWARDS AND HONOURS
Indigram awarded the winners of the Adhunik Gram program
A leading agri-tech focused incubator Indigram Labs Foundation has announced
the winners of its smart village program 'Adhunik Gram',
Winners:
The winner of the program was Indus Till FarmeTech Pvt. Ltd. The firm was
awarded a cash prize of Rs.1 Lakh.
The first runner up was Urdhvam Environmental Technologies Pvt. Ltd. It was
awarded a cash prize of Rs.50,000 and the second runner up was Impagro farming
solutions Pvt. Ltd. which won a cash prize of Rs.30,000.
It received over 120 applications of which 14 start-ups were shortlisted and 11
start-ups presented on demo day.
Adhunik Gram:
Adhunik Gram is an initiative to empower agribusiness in rural India. The program
was launched in September 2019. The program was launched with support from
NABARD.
The program aimed not only to help the people in the rural area to earn a very basic
livelihood but for the upliftment of the rural economy as a whole. The program
aims to adopt a balanced approach to maintain a balance between rural and urban
quality of life.
It is also expected that policies, tools, and instruments should deliver valuable
building blocks for 'Smart Villages'. The mission of the program is "A Better Life
in Rural Areas".
So far, the program has achieved significant outcomes for the selected start-ups to
address agricultural and rural development issues in rural India in collaboration
with farmers, Cooperatives, Government and private Institutions.
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SPORTS
Tokyo Olympics might be held in 2021 July
Tokyo Olympics organizers are planning to host the Tokyo 2020 Summer
Olympics in July 2021. The event was delayed due to the coronavirus. The Tokyo
Organising Committee is planning to begin the events from 23 July 2021. The day
was suggested by Tokyo Governor Yuriko Koike.
The plan to host it in July 2021 comes as the International Olympic Committee
(IOC) had decided to move the games to be held in northern Sapporo city, Japan
instead of Tokyo.
Background:
The Olympics were scheduled to open on 24 July 2020 with the Paralympics on
25 August. Japan announced that it had secured agreement from the IOC to
postpone the Games. Prime Minister Shinzo Abe announced that the games will be
held in around a year. The Olympic flame which was lit would be displayed for a
month at the J-Village sports complex in Fukushima, Tokyo.

Tokyo Olympics games rescheduled to 2021 July
The Tokyo Olympic Games have been rescheduled to be held from 23 July to 8
August 2021. The announcement was made by the organizers of the Tokyo 2020
Olympic and Paralympic Games on 30 March. The Paralympic Games will be held
from 24 August to 5 September 2021. International Olympic Committee (IOC) has
also announced the official date on its website.
Background:
The Olympics was earlier scheduled to be held from 24 July to 9 August 2020, with
the Paralympics on 25 August. The game was postponed due to the coronavirus
outbreak. Japan announced that it had secured agreement from the IOC to postpone
the Games. Prime Minister Shinzo Abe announced that the games will be held in
around a year. The Olympic flame which was lit would be displayed for a month at
the J-Village sports complex in Fukushima, Tokyo.
International Olympic Committee (IOC):
Formed on: 23 June 1894
Headquarters: Lausanne, Switzerland
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Honorary President: Belgium Jacques Rogge
President: Germany Thomas Bach
Director-General: Belgium Christophe De Kepper

World Athletics Championships rescheduled to 2022 due to Tokyo Olympics
The 2021 World Athletics Championships in Eugene, Oregon has been shifted
to 2022. The move is to accommodate the re-arranged Tokyo Olympics which was
postponed due to the Coronavirus pandemic. The move was made by the World
Athletics to support the Japanese organizers and the International Olympic
Committee (IOC). New dates were not announced yet.
Background:
The world athletics championships were scheduled to be held in Eugene on 6-15
August 2021. It is expected that the rescheduling will give the athletes enough time
they need to get back into training and competition.
World Athletics also discussed with the Commonwealth Games Federation to move
the dates from 2021 to 2022 as the Commonwealth Games were scheduled to be
held In the English city of Birmingham on 27 July to 7 August 2022.
World Athletics:
Formed on: 17 July 1912
Founded at: Stockholm, Sweden
Headquarters: Monaco
Membership: 214 member federations
President: Sebastian Coe

Wimbledon championship for the first time since World War II
Wimbledon organizers cancelled the Wimbledon Championships 2020 due to
the coronavirus pandemic. The first match was scheduled to begin on 29 June 2020.
This cancelation has happened for the first time since 1945 since World War II. The
decision by the organizers to cancel the tournament was widely expected, with the
world struggling to contain the spread of COVID-19.
Wimbledon Championships 2020:
Founded on: 1877
Editions: 134 (2020)
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Location: Wimbledon, London, United Kingdom
Venue of the game: The All England Lawn Tennis and Croquet Club, Surface
Grass outdoors
Prize money: 34,000,000 (2018)

China to host the 3rd edition of the Asian Youth Games
China is to host the third edition of the Asian Youth Games (AYG) in Shantou in
November 2021. The announcement was made by the Olympic Council of Asia
(OCA) on 1 April 2020. The third edition was supposed to be held in 2017. But
was postponed to 2021 by OCA.
Olympic Council of Asia:
Formed on: 16 November 1982
Headquarters: Kuwait City, Kuwait
President: Ahmed Al-Fahad Al-Ahmed Al-Sabah
Membership: 45 National Olympic Committees
Official language: English
OCA is the apex body that governs sports in Asia.
Asian Youth Games:
AYG is held every 4 years among athletes from across Asia. The games are
organized by the OCA. The first edition of the games was held in 2009 in
Singapore. The second edition was held in 2013 in Nanjing, China.

Official mascots of 19th Asian Games unveiled in Hangzhou China
The official mascots of the 19th Asian Games released at a digital launch ceremony
in Hangzhou, China. The three robots, which are going to be the mascots for the
2022 Hangzhou Asian Games, are collectively known as the smart triplets. The
Mascots - Congcong, Lianlian, and Chenchen, which reflect the internet prowess of
Hangzhou city and Zhejiang province, were unveiled at a digital ceremony in the
wake of the COVID-19 pandemic.
Olympic Council of Asia:
The Olympic Council of Asia's 19th Asian Games will take place in Hangzhou
from September 10 to 25, 2022. The third Asian Games will be hosted by China
following Beijing in 1990 and Guangzhou in 2010, with the participation of 45

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(March 30 - April 5, 2020)

NOCs of Asia in 42 sports.
Headquarters:Kuwait City, Kuwait
Founded: November 16, 1982
Membership: 45 National Olympic Committees

FIFA Under-17 Women World Cup scheduled in November postponed
FIFA Under-17 Women's World Cup was scheduled to be played in India between
November 2nd and 21st postponed due to the Coronavirus pandemic.The FIFAConfederations working group decided in its first meeting held yesterday. The
working group postponed FIFA Under-20 Women's World Cup which was
scheduled between August and September in Panama and Costa Rica. The working
group has been recently established by the FIFA Council to address the
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic.
Under-17 Women's World Cup was scheduled to be played in India across five host
cities - Navi Mumbai, Guwahati, Ahmedabad, Kolkata, and Bhubaneswar.
President: Gianni Infantino
Headquarters: Zrich, Switzerland
Founded: 21 May 1904
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ARTS & CULTURE
NGMA launched Virtual Tour of its permanent collection
National Gallery of Modern Art (NGMA) celebrated the 66th Foundation Day
on 29 March 2020. On the occasion, NGMA launched "Virtual Tour of its
permanent collection" for the visitors.
Virtual Tour by NGMA:
People are not allowed to visit NGMA due to the lockdown for 21 days in India as
a measure to curb COVID-19 spread.
The Virtual launch was launched so that the visitors can enjoy without having to
physically visit the Museum. It had plenty to explore and ponder over.
The permanent collection reflected its repository as an institution of dynamic and
progressive collective acumen.
The sculptures, paintings, and prints in the visual tour are a step further to
showcase the hidden treasures of the reserve collection.
The visual tour was a tribute to the modern masters. It was expected that it will
generate greater interest among people towards the legacy of sculptures, paintings,
and prints as a creative medium.
The website for the virtual tour is "http://www.ngmaindia.gov.in/index.asp".
National Gallery of Modern Art (NGMA):
NGMA was established on 29 March 1954. It is located in New Delhi. The
premier art gallery is one of the world's largest modern art museums. It functions
under the Ministry of Culture, Government of India. NGMA has subsequent
branches at Mumbai and Bangalore.
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OBITUARY
IAF veteran Chandan Singh Rathore passed away
Air Vice-Marshal (Retd.) Chandan Singh Rathore passed away on 29 March.
He was 95-years old. The Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has condoled the
demise of Chandan Singh Rathore.
Chandan Singh Rathore:
Rathore was at the forefront of air operations conducted for the liberation of
Bangladesh, during the war with Pakistan. He was responsible for the planning
and execution of the special helicopter operations to airlift two companies of
troops of the Sylhet area.
On 7-8 December 1971, he flew 8 missions, deep into enemy territory to supervise
the progress of the helicopter airlift and to guide and inspire his pilots who were
facing heavy opposition. Rathore had distinguished himself as a young air warrior
during the Sino-India 1962 war and the 1971 Indo-Pak war.

Pape Diouf passed away due to complications from coronavirus
French football club Olympique de Marseille's former President Pape
Diouf passed away at the age of 68. He died due to complications from COVID-19
on 31 March.
Pape Diouf:
Diouf served as the President of Ligue 1 club Marseille between 2005 and 2009.
Prior to this, he worked as a journalist, covering the exploits of Marseille's football
team among other sports. He then became a player and agent with Marseille.
As a world agent, Diouf represented some major names in the football world
including Basile Boli, Didier Drogba, Joseph-Antoine Bell, Marcel Desailly,
William Gallas, Samir Nasri. In January 2005, he was named Marseille's president.
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SUMMITS & CONFERENCE
Finance Minister participated in G20 meeting of Finance Ministers
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman participated in the 2nd Extraordinary
G20 Finance Ministers and Central Bank Governors meeting. It was hosted
under the Chairmanship of Saudi Arabian on 31 March. The Ministers discussed
the impact of COVID-19 pandemic on the global economy and coordinate efforts in
response to this global challenge. The meeting was a follow up on the discussion of
the 1st virtual meeting and to discuss the follow-up in line with the statement made
by G20 Leaders during the G20 Virtual Leaders Summit held on 26 March.
Highlights:
The G20 members will provide an opportunity to all G20 members to not only
share their individual experiences but also to work in better coordination.
The meeting was held virtually on a regular basis to continue discussions on the
evolution of the COVID-19 pandemic.
They also discussed the impact on markets and economic conditions and take
further actions to support the economy during and after this phase.
The Ministers recommended a G20 Action Plan in Response to COVID-19 and
asked a close cooperation with relevant international organizations.
It aimed at providing an opportunity for immense cross-learning and critical
insights.
Discussions regarding regulatory and supervisory measures to support and quickly
revive the economy was held.
It was suggested that the International Monetary Fund (IMF) can develop
innovative and ingenious methods to meet COVID-19 related financing
requirements given that policy space is severely constrained in most countries in
these unprecedented circumstances.
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APPOINTMENTS / RESIGN
Sudhir Rajkumar resigns from UN Joint Staff Pension Fund
Sudhir Rajkumar, a senior official from India, has resigned from his position of
Representative of the UN Secretary-General for the investment of the assets of
the United Nations Joint Staff Pension Fund (UNJSPF). He was appointed to the
role of UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres in October 2017. Rajkumar did not
mention any reason for his resignation. He managed the assets of the United
Nations Joint Staff Pension Fund.
Sudhir Rajkumar:
Prior to the UN appointment, Sudhir Rajkumar headed the global pension advisory
program at the World Bank Treasury. He provided advisory services to
the Ministry of Finance of Brunei Darussalam, National Pension Fund of the
Republic of Korea, South Africa's Government Employees Pension Fund, KWAP
of Malaysia, and the Nazarbayev University Endowment in Kazakhstan and other
public investment institutions globally. In 1988, he began his career at the World
Bank in Eastern Africa Operations as a Young Professional and has worked in
various regions and capacities with the World Bank and International Finance
Corporation, including as Principal Investment Officer.
Note:
UNJSPF was established in 1948. The UN General Assembly passed a resolution to
provide retirement, death, disability and related benefits for staff upon cessation of
their services with the UN.

AP appointed Dr.Srinath Reddy as an advisor to the state Government
The Andhra Pradesh Government has appointed Dr.Srinath Reddy as an
advisor to the Government on 31 March. Dr.Reddy is the former Head of the
Department of Cardiology, All India Institute of Medical Sciences (AIIMS), New
Delhi.
Srinath Reddy:
Dr.Reddy will act as the advisor to the Andhra Pradesh Government. The state
government has requested that he will not take any salary or perks in return for his
services.
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Background:
So far, a total of seventeen new COVID-19 positive cases have been detected in
Andhra Pradesh. The total number of positive cases in the state increased to 40.

BP Kaunungo was reappointed as the deputy governor of RBI
BP Kaunungo was reappointed as the deputy governor of Reserve Bank of
India (RBI). The Appointments Committee of Cabinet (ACC) approved the
extension of Kanungo's term as RBI deputy Governor by one year. It will be
effective from 3 April, when his 3-year tenure comes to an end.
BP Kaunungo:
Kanungo served as an executive director of the RBI. In April 2017, he was elevated
to the post of deputy governor. He is in charge of departments like currency
management, payments, and settlement, foreign exchange, internal debt
management, among others.
Kanungo is a career central banker. He joined the RBI in September 1982. He has
worked in several functional areas of the banks such as foreign exchange
management, banking & non-banking Supervision, currency management,
government and bank accounts, and public debt.

Pravin Jadhav resigns as MD and CEO of Paytm Money
Pravin Jadhav, the Managing Director and CEO of Paytm Money resigned from
the company. He will be relieved by the end of April. The reason cited for his
resignation was differences over ESOPs, annual salary, and remuneration.
Pravin Jadhav:
Jadhav was elevated as MD and CEO in September 2019. Previously, he was
associated with the wealth management platform since the inception of the firm.
From 2017, he served with Paytm Money in various roles like a consultant,
director, and MD.
Paytm Money:
Paytm Money was founded in 2019 by Jadhav. So far, the payment has
around Rs.5000 crore assets under its management. Paytm money is one of the big
bets played by the payments unicorn. It is a product of Paytm.
Paytm:
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Founded on: August 2010
Headquarters: Uttar Pradesh, India
Founded by: Vijay Shekhar Sharma
CEO & President: Vijay Shekhar Sharma
Vice president: Ajay Shekhar Sharma
Paytm is an India-based e-commerce payment system and financial technology
company.

NTPC appointed Dilip Kumar Patel as Director of Human resources
National Thermal Power Corporation (NTPC) Limited appointed Dilip Kumar
Patel as its Director Human resources on 1 April.
Dilip Kumar Patel:
Patel has more than three decades of experience in HR functions. He graduated in
Mechanical Engineering from NIT, Rourkela. He gained his Post Graduate
Diploma in Business Management (HR & Finance) from MDI, Gurgaon. Initially,
he gained experience in Mechanical Maintenance & CHP Operation and Employee
Development Centre (EDC) at Korba.
In 1997, he switched his career to core HR functions. After his work as HR at
Korba, he moved to become the Head of HR at Koldam where the first hydro
project of NTPC was launched. Patel has served as HR Head in various NTPC
projects like NSPCL Bhilai, Sipat, and Tanda for around 12 years. He also served
as the Regional Head of HR in the Eastern Region-2, before he was appointed as
the Director (HR).
NTPC Limited:
Founded on: 7 November 1975
Headquarters: New Delhi, India
Chairman & MD: Gurdeep Singh
NTPC provides services including Electricity generation and distributionnatural
gas exploration, production, transportation and distribution. The Public Sector
Undertaking (PSU) ventures into oil and gas exploration and coal mining activities
also. IT is promoted by the Government of India.
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IMPORTANT DAYS
Rajasthan celebrated Statehood day on 30 March
Rajasthan state celebrated the statehood day on 30 March 2020. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi greeted the people of Rajasthan on its State Day. The people of
Rajasthan are known for their courage, bravery, and valour.
Rajasthan:
Rajasthan (meaning Land of Kings) was formed on 30 March 1949. The State was
formed when Rajputana was merged into the Dominion of India. The state holds
main features including Indus Valley Civilisation at Kalibanga and Balathal, the
Dilwara Temples, a Jain pilgrimage site, the Keoladeo National Park among
others.
Governor: Kalraj Mishra
Chief Minister: Ashok Gehlot
Established: 30 March 1949
Capital: Jaipur
Bird: Godawan
Flower: Rohida
Dance: Ghoomar

Utkal Diwas is observed on 1 April
Utkal Diwas,meaning Odisha day, is observed on 1 April in Odisha every year.
The day marks the formation of the state in the year 1936. The day remembers the
contributions and sacrifices made by the people of Odisha. Utkal Diwas is
celebrated in many cities, towns in India and abroad where people from Odisha
reside.
History:
The state was formed as a politically separate state under British rule on a linguistic
basis on1 April 1936. The newly formed Orissa State consisted of six districts
namely Puri, Baleswar, Sambalpur, Koraput, Ganjam, and Cuttack. The capital of
Odisha was Cuttack. The first Governor of Odisha Province was John Austin
Hubback.
In 1950, the State became a constituent state of India. In 2011, the name of the state
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was changed to Odisha from Orrisa and the name of its language was changed to
Odia from Oria. Later, with an increased population, the state was divided into 30
districts.
Odisha:
Formed on: 1 April 1936
Governor: Ganeshi Lal
Chief Minister: Naveen Patnaik
Capital: Bhubaneswar
Districts: 30
Official language: Odia
Bird: Indian Roller
Flower: Ashoka
Dance: Odissi
The State is bordered by West Bengal and Jharkhand to the north; Andhra
Pradesh to the south; Chhattisgarh to the west.

World Autism Awareness Day is observed on 2 April
World Autism Awareness Day is observed on 2 April. The day aims to recognize
and celebrate the rights of persons with autism. The day makes people
understand, recognize, and accept people with autism. This year the day is
commemorated by the Department of Community Development, Abu Dhabi,
the UAE.
Theme:
The theme of the 2020 World Autism Awareness Day is "The transition of
adulthood."
History:
The United Nations held the Convention on the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities (CRPD) in 2006. It came into effect in 2008. It aimed to promote,
protect and ensure the full and equal rights of all human rights and fundamental
freedoms by all persons with disabilities. It assured the fundamental principles of
universal human rights for all. In 2008, the United Nations General Assembly
(UNGA) passed the resolution and designated 2 April as the day of World Autism
Awareness Day.
Note:
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Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) is a neurodevelopmental condition and
developmental disorder that leads to the impairment of communication and social
interaction skills in an individual.

International Mine Awareness Day observed on 4 April
International Day for Mine Awareness and Assistanceis observed on April 4
each year.
Aim:
To raise awareness about landmines and progress toward their eradication.
History:
United Nations (UN) General Assembly declared that April 4 of each year would
be officially proclaimed and observed as International Day for Mine Awareness and
Assistance in Mine Action. It was first observed on April 4, 2006. According to
theLandmine Monitor Report 2005, 84 countries were affected by landmines and
unexploded ordnance, which together kill or maim between 15,000 and 20,000
adults and children annually. The UN works together with countries to find and
destroy these devices. It also helps to provide various mine-action services in many
countries.
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AGREEMENTS MOU
IIT Madras collaborated With two Industry Partners for research projects
Indian Institutes of Technology-Madras (IIT-Madras) has partnered with two
industry partners namely MagGenome Technologies and BUDDI Health. The
partnership aims for research in Artificial Intelligence (AI) and magnetic
nanoparticles-based products.
Provisions of Partnership:
MagGenome Technologies:
MagGenome Technologies is a Chennai-based nano-biotechnology start-up. It
focuses on developing magnetic nanoparticles-based technologies for application in
life science, chemical, pharmaceutical, and engineering industries.
Under the collaboration, IIT-Madar and MagGenome Technologies will develop
magnetic nanoparticles-based products including developing advanced nucleic
acid extraction kits.
It will also focus on many other applications of magnetic nanoparticles for
providing solutions in the areas of diagnostics, therapeutics, and environmental
remediation.
BUDDI Healthcare Technologies:
BUDDI Health is a US-based cloud-based patent-pending deep learning platform
for Healthcare.
With BUDDI Healthcare Technologies, IIT-Madras will develop AI-based
software products for the Healthcare industry.
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QUIZ CORNER
1) Chandan Singh Rathore who passed was a member of _______.
A.Rajya Sabha
B.IAF
C.Bureaucrat
D.Indian Navy

Answer B
Explanation Air Vice-Marshal (Retd.) Chandan Singh Rathore passed away on 29 March. He
was 95-years old. The Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has condoled the demise of Chandan
Singh Rathore. Rathore had distinguished himself as a young air warrior during the Sino-India
1962 war and the 1971 Indo-Pak war.

2) The _______ edition of IHGF-Delhi Fair Spring 2020 has been postponed
due to COVID-19 outbreak?
A.35th
B.37th
C.43rd
D.49th

Answer D
Explanation The Export Promotion Council for Handicrafts (EPCH) has postponed the 49th
edition of Indian Handicrafts and Gifts Fair (IHGF)-Delhi Fair Spring 2020. The fair was
scheduled to held from 15-19 April 2020. The cancellation was in view of the COVID-19
outbreak. The announcement was made by the Director-General of EPCH. The fair could is
expected to be organized in June or July.

3) When was IAF established?
A.1932
B.1935
C.1940
D.1943
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Answer A
Explanation Indian Air Force (IAF) was established on 8 October 1932. IAF is the air arm of the
Indian Armed Forces.

4) When was the Export Promotion Council for Handicrafts (EPCH)
established?
A.1973-74
B.1980-81
C.1986-87
D.1992-93

Answer C
Explanation Export Promotion Council for Handicrafts (EPCH) was established under the
Companies Act in the year 1986-87. It is a non-profit organization that functions under the
Ministry of Textiles.

5) EPCH functions under _________.
A.Ministry of Commerce & Trade
B.Ministry of Textiles
C.Ministry of Defence
D.Ministry of Health & Family Welfare

Answer B
Explanation Export Promotion Council for Handicrafts (EPCH) was established under the
Companies Act in the year 1986-87. It is a non-profit organization that functions under the
Ministry of Textiles. It aims to promote, support, protect, maintain and increase the export of
handicrafts.

6) Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi addressed the ______ episode of 'Mann
Ki Baat 2.0' on 29 March.
A.5th
B.10th
C.15th
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D.20th

Answer B
Explanation Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi addressed the 10th Episode of 'Mann Ki Baat
2.0' on 29 March. The Prime Minister apologized for the tough decisions the government took to
combat against COVID-19.

7) RBI stated that the schemes for the merger of 10 state-run banks into four
lenders will come into force from ________.
A.1 April
B.25 April
C.1 May
D.1 June

Answer A
Explanation The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) stated that the schemes for the merger of 10 staterun banks into four lenders will come into force from 1 April. RBI also stated that the branches of
merging banks will operate as of the banks in which the banks have been amalgamated.

8) When was Mann Ki Baat originally released for the first time?
A.2014
B.2015
C.2016
D.2017

Answer A
Explanation The show, Mann Ki Baat, was originally released on 3 October 2014. Mann Ki
Baat, an Indian radio program, is hosted by Prime Minister Narendra Modi. Through the
program, he addresses the people of the nation on All India Radio, DD National and DD News.

9) The 50th edition of Indian Handicrafts and Gifts Fair (IHGF)-Delhi Fair
has been scheduled to held at _______.
A.Hyderabad
B.Jaipur
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C.Itanagar
D.Greater Noida

Answer D
Explanation The 50th edition of the Indian Handicrafts and Gifts Fair (IHGF)-Delhi Fair is to be
organized from 14-18 October 2020 at India Expo Centre & Mart, Greater Noida in Delhi NCR.

10) Who is the Minister of Textiles in India?
A.Nirmala Sitharaman
B.Niranjan Jyoti
C.Smriti Irani
D.Harsimrat Kaur Badal

Answer C
Explanation Smt. Smriti Zubin Irani is the Minister of Textiles in India. She is currently the
youngest minister in the cabinet of Shri Narendra Modi. She is also the first woman to hold office
as the Union Minister for Human Resource Development and Union Minister of Textiles. She is
also the youngest woman to be nominated to the Rajya Sabha.

11) Who hosts the show Mann Ki Baat?
A.President Ram Nath Kovind
B.Vice President Venkiah Naidu
C.Prime Minister Narendra Modi
D.Cabinet Ministers

Answer C
Explanation Mann Ki Baat, an Indian radio program, is hosted by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi. Through the program, he addresses the people of the nation on All India Radio, DD
National and DD News. The show was originally released on 3 October 2014.

12) Which state government transferred money to the accounts of 27.15 lakh
Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act (MNREGA)
labourers of the state?
A.Uttarakhand
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B.Karnataka
C.Uttar Pradesh
D.Maharashtra

Answer C
Explanation On 30 March, the Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath transferred Rs.611
crore in the accounts of 27.15 lakh Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act
(MNREGA) labourers of the state. The move comes in the wake of the COVID-19 outbreak.

13) Plasma in our blood is _______ in colour.
A.light yellow
B.red
C.light green
D.light red

Answer A
Explanation Plasma is a fluid carries the blood components throughout the body. It is the largest
part of blood. It makes up to 55% of its overall content. The liquid is light yellow in colour.

14) How much did the UP state government transfer to the accounts of 27.15
lakh Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act
(MNREGA) labourers of the state?
A.Rs.375 crore
B.Rs.425 crore
C.Rs.536 crore
D.Rs.611 crore

Answer D
Explanation On 30 March, the Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath transferred Rs.611
crore in the accounts of 27.15 lakh Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act
(MNREGA) labourers of the state. The move comes in the wake of the COVID-19 outbreak.

15) Plasma carries _______.
A.Antibody
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B.water
C.enzyme
D.All the above

Answer D
Explanation Plasma does not carry antigen. Plasma is a fluid carries the blood components
throughout the body. It is the largest part of blood. It makes up to 55% of its overall content. The
liquid is light yellow in colour. It carries water, salts, and enzymes. Plasma also contains
important components like antibodies, clotting factors, and the proteins albumin and fibrinogen.

16) Who is the Governor of Uttar Pradesh?
A.Anandiben Patel
B.Ram Naik
C.Lalji Tandon
D.Vijay Rupani

Answer A
Explanation Anandiben Patel is an Indian politician and the current Governor of Uttar Pradesh
and former Chief Minister of Gujarat, a western state of India. She was the first female chief
minister of the state. She was a member of the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) since 1987. She was
the Cabinet Minister for Education from 2002 to 2007.

17) When was US Food and Drug Administration formed?
A.1906
B.1910
C.1915
D.1919

Answer A
Explanation The US Food and Drug Administration formed was formed on 30 June 1906. The
FDA is responsible for protecting and promoting public health through the control and
supervision of food safety, tobacco products, dietary supplements, prescription and over-thecounter pharmaceutical drugs (medications), vaccines, biopharmaceuticals, blood transfusions,
medical devices, electromagnetic radiation emitting devices (ERED), cosmetics, animal foods &
feed and veterinary products.

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(March 30 - April 5, 2020)

18) Tokyo Olympics organizers are planning to host the Tokyo 2020 Summer
Olympics in _______.
A.June 2020
B.September 2020
C.March 2021
D.July 2021

Answer D
Explanation Tokyo Olympics organizers are planning to host the Tokyo 2020 Summer Olympics
in July 2021. The event was delayed due to the coronavirus. The Tokyo Organising Committee is
planning to begin the events from 23 July 2021.

19) Convalescent plasma methodology was used to treat ________.
A.H1N1 influenza
B.SARS
C.MERS
D.All the above

Answer D
Explanation Convalescent plasma method was used in the past to treat diseases such as polio,
measles, mumps, 1918 flu epidemic, and in previous outbreaks of respiratory infections namely
H1N1 influenza, SARS, and MERS. Under the method, Plasma from people who have recovered
from COVID-19 will be collected. It is believed that it might contain antibodies to the virus that
causes the disease and might be effective against the infection.

20) PMO constituted ________ different high-level committees on 29 March.
The committee will suggest measures to ramp up healthcare, put the economy
back on track post 21-day lockdown imposed to contain the coronavirus
pandemic.
A.5
B.8
C.10
D.13
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Answer C
Explanation The Prime Minister's Office (PMO) constituted 10 different high-level committees
on 29 March. The committee will suggest measures to ramp up healthcare, put the economy back
on track, reduce the problems faced by the people post 21-day lockdown imposed to contain the
coronavirus pandemic.

21) COVID-19 National Teleconsultation Centre (CoNTeC) was initiated by
_______.
A.Ministry of Health & Family Welfare
B.Ministry of Science & Technology
C.Ministry of Information & Science
D.Ministry of Research & Development

Answer A
Explanation Government launched COVID-19 National Teleconsultation Centre (CoNTeC). It
was launched by the Union Minister of Health & Family Welfare Dr. Harsh Vardhan. The Project
CoNTec was conceptualized by the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare and implemented by
the All India Institute of Medical Sciences (AIIMS), New Delhi.

22) TRIFED functions under ________.
A.Ministry of Tourism
B.Ministry of Tribal Affairs
C.Ministry of Transport
D.Ministry of Communication & Technology

Answer B
Explanation The Tribal Cooperative Marketing Development Federation of India (TRIFED)
came into existence in 1987. It is a national-level apex organization functioning under the
administrative control of the Ministry of Tribal Affairs, Govt. of India. TRIFED has its registered
and Head Office located in New Delhi and has a network of 13 Regional Offices located at
various places in the country.

23) COVID-19 National Teleconsultation Centre (CoNTeC) was implemented
by ________.

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(March 30 - April 5, 2020)

A.AIIMS
B.CSIR
C.JIPMER
D.IIT-Guwahati

Answer A
Explanation Government launched COVID-19 National Teleconsultation Centre (CoNTeC). It
was launched by the Union Minister of Health & Family Welfare Dr. Harsh Vardhan. The Project
CoNTec was conceptualized by the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare and implemented by
the All India Institute of Medical Sciences (AIIMS), New Delhi.

24) Who launched a toll-free helpline number for people who may face any
mental health issue due to the nationwide lockdown to contain the spread of
coronavirus?
A.AIIMS
B.IIT-Madras
C.NIMHANS
D.JIPMER

Answer C
Explanation The government of India launched a toll-free helpline number for people who may
face any mental health issue due to the nationwide lockdown to contain the spread of coronavirus.
It was launched by the National Institute of Mental Health and Neuro-Sciences (NIMHANS),
Bangalore.

25) Rajasthan state celebrated the statehood day on ________.
A.28 March
B.29 March
C.30 March
D.31 March

Answer C
Explanation Rajasthan state celebrated the statehood day on 30 March 2020. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi greeted the people of Rajasthan on its State Day. The people of Rajasthan are
known for their courage, bravery, and valour.
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26) Which of the following project was aimed to connect the Doctors across the
country to AIIMS in real-time for the treatment of the COVID-19 patients?
A.PRAGYAM
B.CoNTec
C.Staysafe
D.COVID-19

Answer B
Explanation Government launched COVID-19 National Teleconsultation Centre (CoNTeC). It
was launched by the Union Minister of Health & Family Welfare Dr. Harsh Vardhan. Project
CoNTec was initiated with a view to connect the Doctors across the country to AIIMS in realtime for the treatment of the COVID-19 patients. Under the project, the Doctors would be
available in the facility 24X7 and to keep it operational 24 hrs.

27) Who is the Chief Minister of Rajasthan?
A.Sachin Pilot
B.Vasundhara Raje
C.Kamal Nath
D.Ashok Gehlot

Answer D
Explanation Ashok Gehlot is an Indian politician, currently serving his third term as Chief
Minister of Rajasthan since December 2018. He is former Congress Party's national general
secretary and in-charge of organizations and training from March 2018 to 23 January 2019.

28) Which country announced to provide uninterrupted liquid petroleum gas
(LPG) supplies to India amid Coronavirus pandemic?
A.UAE
B.Saudi Arabia
C.Iran
D.US

Answer B
Explanation The Union Minister of Oil Dharmendra Pradhan said that Saudi Arabia has
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announced to provide uninterrupted liquid petroleum gas (LPG) supplies to India. On 29 March,
he discussed global oil market developments with Saudi Energy Minister Prince Abdulaziz bin
Salman and Aramco's Chief Executive Amin Nasser.

29) Which institute/organization collaborated With two industry partners
namely MagGenome Technologies and BUDDI Health for research in
Artificial Intelligence (AI) and magnetic nanoparticles-based products?
A.IIT-Madras
B.CSIR
C.ICAR
D.APEDA

Answer A
Explanation Indian Institutes of Technology-Madras (IIT-Madras) has partnered with two
industry partners namely MagGenome Technologies and BUDDI Health. The partnership aims
for research in Artificial Intelligence (AI) and magnetic nanoparticles-based products.

30) Which country does not border with Saudi Arabia?
A.Kuwait
B.Qatar
C.Yemen
D.Iran

Answer D
Explanation Iran does not border with Saudi Arabia. Saudi Arabia is bordered by:Jordan and
Iraq to the north, Kuwait to the northeast, Qatar, Bahrain, and the United Arab Emirates (UAE) to
the east, Yemen to the south, Oman to the southeast.

31) Which state launched PRAGYAAM, a Mobile application, to issue e-passes
to everyone associated with the delivery of essential services during the
nationwide lockdown to curb the spread of COVID-19?
A.Uttar Pradesh
B.Tamil Nadu
C.Jharkhand
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D.Rajasthan

Answer C
Explanation Jharkhand state government has launched PRAGYAAM, a Mobile application, on
30 March. The app was launched by the State Chief Minister Hemant Soren. The app aims to
issue e-passes to everyone associated with the delivery of essential services during the nationwide
lockdown to curb the spread of COVID-19.

32) ________ separates Saudi Arabia from Egypt and Israel.
A.Gulf of Aqaba
B.Gulf of Suez
C.Gulf of Aden
D.Gulf of Galilee

Answer A
Explanation Gulf of Aqaba separates Saudi Arabia from Egypt and Israel.

33) Who is the Chief Minister of Rajasthan?
A.Jyotiraditya Scindia
B.Bhupesh Baghel
C.Ashok Gehlot
D.Vasundhara Raje

Answer C
Explanation Ashok Gehlot is an Indian politician, currently serving his third term as Chief
Minister of Rajasthan since December 2018. He is former Congress Party's national general
secretary and in-charge of organizations and training from March 2018 to 23 January 2019.

34) What is the currency of Saudi Arabia?
A.Saudi riyal
B.Saudi shekel
C.Saudi dinar
D.Saudi dollar
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Answer A
Explanation The Saudi riyal is the currency of Saudi Arabia. It is abbreviated as SAR (Saudi
Arabian Riyal). It is subdivided into 100 halalas.

35) When was TRIFED established?
A.1956
B.1967
C.1973
D.1987

Answer D
Explanation The Tribal Cooperative Marketing Development Federation of India (TRIFED)
came into existence in 1987. It is a national-level apex organization functioning under the
administrative control of the Ministry of Tribal Affairs, Govt. of India. TRIFED has its registered
and Head Office located in New Delhi and has a network of 13 Regional Offices located at
various places in the country.

36) When was the Rajasthan state formed?
A.30 March 1949
B.30 March 1954
C.30 March 1958
D.30 March 1963

Answer A
Explanation Rajasthan (meaning Land of Kings) was formed on 30 March 1949. The State was
formed when Rajputana was merged into the Dominion of India. The state holds main features
including Indus Valley Civilisation at Kalibanga and Balathal, the Dilwara Temples, a Jain
pilgrimage site, the Keoladeo National Park among others.

37) Who is the Minister responsible for the Ministry of Health and Family
Welfare?
A.Ramesh Pokhriyal
B.Prakash Javadekar
C.Harsh Vardhan
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D.Ashwini Kumar Choubey

Answer C
Explanation Dr. Harsh Vardhan is an Otolaryngologist and is the incumbent minister at Ministry
of Science & Technology, Ministry of Health and Family Welfare and Ministry of Earth Sciences
in the BJP-led NDA government of Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

38) Ghoomar is the state dance of ________.
A.Uttar Pradesh
B.Uttarakhand
C.Rajasthan
D.Odisha

Answer C
Explanation Ghoomar is a traditional folk dance of Rajasthan. It was Bhil tribe who performed it
to worship Goddess Sarasvati which was later embraced by other Rajasthani communities. The
dance is chiefly performed by veiled women who wear flowing dresses called Ghaghara.

39) Which state launched an app 'VeggiGo' for people to place an order for
essential commodities?
A.Uttar Pradesh
B.Tamil Nadu
C.Rajasthan
D.Jharkhand

Answer D
Explanation Jharkhand state government has launched an app 'VeggiGo' for people to place an
order for essential commodities.

40) Which is the state Bird of Rajasthan?
A.Lesser florican
B.Great Indian bustard
C.Chinkara
D.Ardeotis
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Answer B
Explanation Godawan or Great Indian Bustard is the official state bird of Rajasthan. The great
Indian bustard (Ardeotis nigriceps) or Indian bustard is a bustard found on the Indian
subcontinent. A large bird with a horizontal body and long bare legs, giving it an ostrich like
appearance, this bird is among the heaviest of the flying birds.

41) Asian Development Bank (ADB) has announced that it is to invest
________ equivalent in the NIIF Fund of Funds (FOF).
A.$50 million
B.$100 million
C.$150 million
D.$500 million

Answer B
Explanation Asian Development Bank (ADB) has joined the Government of India (GOI) and
Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) as an investor under the instruments of the National
Investment and Infrastructure Fund (NIIF) of India. Under the move, ADB will invest $100
million equivalent in the NIIF Fund of Funds (FOF).

42) GoI has extended the benefit of _______ Interest Subvention (IS) to Banks
up to 31 May 2020.
A.2%
B.5%
C.5.5%
D.7%

Answer A
Explanation GoI has extended the benefit of 2% Interest Subvention (IS) to Banks and 3%
Prompt Repayment Incentive (PRI) to all farmers up to 31 May 2020. The extension is applicable
to the crop loans up to Rs.3 lakh given by banks which have become due or are becoming due
between 1 March and 31 May 2020. The move comes in the wake of lockdown due to the
ongoing COVID-19 pandemic.

43) When was Asian Development Bank (ADB) established?
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A.1963
B.1966
C.1970
D.1975

Answer B
Explanation The Asian Development Bank (ADB) is a regional development bank established
on 19 December 1966, which is headquartered in the Ortigas Center located in the city of
Mandaluyong, Metro Manila, Philippines.

44) GoI has extended the benefit of ________ Prompt Repayment Incentive
(PRI) to all farmers up to 31 May 2020.
A.2%
B.3%
C.4%
D.6%

Answer B
Explanation GoI has extended the benefit of 2% Interest Subvention (IS) to Banks and 3%
Prompt Repayment Incentive (PRI) to all farmers up to 31 May 2020. The extension is applicable
to the crop loans up to Rs.3 lakh given by banks which have become due or are becoming due
between 1 March and 31 May 2020. The move comes in the wake of lockdown due to the
ongoing COVID-19 pandemic.

45) Where is the headquarters of the Asian Development Bank (ADB) located?
A.Sweden
B.Austria
C.Italy
D.Philippines

Answer D
Explanation The Asian Development Bank (ADB) is a regional development bank established
on 19 December 1966, which is headquartered in the Ortigas Center located in the city of
Mandaluyong, Metro Manila, Philippines.
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46) In order to expand the capacity for Personal Protective Equipment (PPE)
kits, India approved ________ companies.
A.6
B.10
C.12
D.15

Answer C
Explanation The central government has approved the qualification of 12 Indian companies to
meet the demands of Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) kits and the challenge posed by
COVID-19. The 12 companies have set parameters to manufacture personal protective gear for
use by healthcare workers.

47) How many member countries are there under the Asian Development
Bank (ADB)?
A.31
B.52
C.68
D.89

Answer C
Explanation The Asian Development Bank (ADB) is a regional development bank established
on 19 December 1966. 68 countries member countries are there under the Asian Development
Bank (ADB). It promotes social and economic development in Asia.

48) When was the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development
(UNCTAD) established?
A.1964
B.1968
C.1972
D.1975

Answer A
Explanation United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) was established
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on 30 December 1964. It deals with trade, investment, and development issues. The
organization's goals are to: "maximize the trade, investment, and development opportunities of
developing countries and assist them in their efforts to integrate into the world economy on an
equitable basis.

49) When was the National Investment and Infrastructure Fund (NIIF) Fund
of Funds (FOF) established?
A.2000
B.2006
C.2012
D.2018

Answer D
Explanation National Investment and Infrastructure Fund (NIIF) Fund of Funds (FOF) was
established in 2018. The main objective of NIIF FOF is to create a vehicle to provide Indiafocused private equity fund managers with a go-to institutional investor operating at scale and
based in India.

50) Where is the headquarters of the United Nations Conference on Trade and
Development (UNCTAD) located?
A.Davos
B.Geneva
C.Stockholm
D.London

Answer B
Explanation United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) was established
on 30 December 1964. It is headquartered in Geneva, Switzerland. It deals with trade, investment,
and development issues. The organization's goals are to: "maximize the trade, investment, and
development opportunities of developing countries and assist them in their efforts to integrate
into the world economy on an equitable basis.

51) Where did Tata Power commission 178 megawatts (MW) hydropower
project (HPP)?
A.California
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B.London
C.New Jersy
D.Georgia

Answer D
Explanation Tata Power Company's joint venture (JV) with Norway's Clean Energy Invest
(CEI), and International Financial Corporation (IFC) began its commercial operation of a 178
megawatt (MW) hydropower project (HPP) in Georgia. The information was given by the Tata
group utility on 30 March.

52) The United Nations Trade report titled "The COVID-19 Shock to
Developing Countries: Towards a whatever it takes program" predicted
serious problems for developing countries with the likely exception of
________ due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
A.India & China
B.China & N.Korea
C.Malaysia & China
D.Japan & N.Korea

Answer A
Explanation The United Nations Trade report titled "The COVID-19 Shock to Developing
Countries: Towards a whatever it takes program" stated that the world economy will go into
recession in 2020 with a predicted loss of trillions of dollars of global income due to the
COVID-19 pandemic. It also predicted serious problems for developing countries with the likely
exception of India and China. The report did not mention any explanation as to why and how
India and China will be exceptions as the world faces a recession and loss in global income that
will impact developing countries.

53) Tata Power's 178 megawatts (MW) hydropower project (HPP) is expected
to generate _______ of clean energy to reduce the emission of greenhouse gases
(GHG) by more than 200,000 tonnes a year.
A.250 GWh
B.300 GWh
C.450 GWh
D.500 GWh
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Answer C
Explanation Tata Power Company's joint venture (JV) with Norway's Clean Energy Invest
(CEI), and International Financial Corporation (IFC) began its commercial operation of a 178
megawatt (MW) hydropower project (HPP) in Georgia. The information was given by the Tata
group utility on 30 March. The project is expected to generate around 450 GWh of clean energy
to reduce the emission of greenhouse gases (GHG) by more than 200,000 tonnes a year.

54) Which State government has unveiled a mobile application on 31 March as
a measure to protect the State's people?
A.Uttar Pradesh
B.Andhra Pradesh
C.Himachal Pradesh
D.Arunachal Pradesh

Answer C
Explanation Himachal Pradesh State government has unveiled 'Corona Mukt Himachal', a
mobile application on 31 March as a measure to protect the State's people. The app will track and
monitor the people who are quarantined for COVID-19.

55) When was the Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR)
established?
A.1929
B.1936
C.1942
D.1948

Answer A
Explanation The Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR) is an autonomous body
responsible for co-ordinating agricultural education and research in India. It reports to the
Department of Agricultural Research and Education, Ministry of Agriculture. It was established
on 16 July 1929.

56) When was the Himachal Pradesh state formed?
A.1950
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B.1955
C.1963
D.1971

Answer D
Explanation The Himachal Pradesh was formed as a state on 25 January 1971.

57) ICAR functions under ________.
A.Ministry of Science & Technology
B.Ministry of Ministry of Agriculture
C.Ministry of Commerce & Trade
D.Ministry of Health and Family Welfare

Answer B
Explanation The Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR) is an autonomous body
responsible for co-ordinating agricultural education and research in India. It reports to the
Department of Agricultural Research and Education, Ministry of Agriculture.

58) Who is the Chief Minister of Himachal Pradesh?
A.Virbhadra Singh
B.Anurag Thakur
C.Jagat Prakash Nadda
D.Jai Ram Thakur

Answer D
Explanation Jai Ram Thakur is an Indian politician, who is the 14th and the current Chief
Minister of Himachal Pradesh. He was elected the BJP legislative party leader on 24 December
2017 after the defeat of Chief Ministerial candidate of BJP, Prem Kumar Dhumal in the assembly
elections held in November 2017.

59) Who is the President of the Indian Council of Agricultural Research
(ICAR)?
A.President of India
B.Prime Minister of India
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C.Minister of Food Processing Industries
D.Ministry of Agriculture

Answer D
Explanation The Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR) is an autonomous body
responsible for co-ordinating agricultural education and research in India. It reports to the
Department of Agricultural Research and Education, Ministry of Agriculture. The Union Minister
of Agriculture serves as its president.

60) Which is the summer Capital of Himachal Pradesh?
A.Manali
B.Shimla
C.Mandi
D.Chamba

Answer B
Explanation Shimla also is known as Simla, is the capital and the largest city of the Indian state
of Himachal Pradesh. In 1864, Shimla was declared as the summer capital of Himachal Pradesh.
Also, Dharamshala is the winter capital of Himachal Pradesh.

61) Who is the Union Minister of Agriculture?
A.Narendra Singh Tomar
B.Ravi Shankar Prasad
C.Harsimrat Kaur Badal
D.Radha Mohan Singh

Answer A
Explanation Narendra Singh Tomar is an Indian politician and a member of the 17th Lok Sabha.
He is the Minister of Agriculture & Farmers Welfare and Minister of Rural Development in the
Second Modi ministry.

62) Who is the governor of Himachal Pradesh?
A.G. Kishan Reddy
B.Kalraj Mishra
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C.Bandaru Dattatreya
D.K. Laxman

Answer C
Explanation Bandaru Dattatreya is an Indian politician and the Governor of the State of
Himachal Pradesh. He was the Member of Lok Sabha for Secunderabad since 2014. He belongs
to the Bharatiya Janata Party. Born in Hyderabad, Dattatreya graduated with a science degree.

63) Who launched Corona Studies Series books?
A.National Council of Educational Research and Training
B.Indian Council of Historical Research
C.Central Institute of Indian Languages
D.National Book Trust

Answer D
Explanation National Book Trust (NBT) is to launch Corona Studies Series books to provide
relevant reading materials for all age-groups for the post-Corona readership needs. The
information was passed by the Ministry of Human Resource Development.

64) Which is the Winter Capital of Himachal Pradesh?
A.Manali
B.Shimla
C.Mandi
D.Dharamshala

Answer D
Explanation Dharamshala is the winter capital of Himachal Pradesh. Dharamshala is a city in the
Indian state of Himachal Pradesh. Surrounded by cedar forests on the edge of the Himalayas, this
hillside city is home to the Dalai Lama and the Tibetan government-in-exile.

65) When was National Book Trust (NBT) established?
A.1957
B.1961
C.1965
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D.1972

Answer A
Explanation National Book Trust (NBT) was established in 1957 by the Government of India. It
functions under the Department Of Higher Education, Ministry of Human Resource
Development. It includes activities like promotion of books and reading, publishing of books,
promotion of Indian books abroad, assistance to authors and publishers, and promotion of
children's literature.

66) National Book Trust (NBT) functions under ________.
A.Ministry of Human Resource Development
B.Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship
C.Ministry of Education & Science
D.Ministry of Science & Research

Answer A
Explanation National Book Trust (NBT) was established in 1957 by the Government of India. It
functions under the Department Of Higher Education, Ministry of Human Resource
Development. It includes activities like promotion of books and reading, publishing of books,
promotion of Indian books abroad, assistance to authors and publishers, and promotion of
children's literature.

67) Who resigned as the Representative of the UN Secretary-General for the
investment of the assets of the United Nations Joint Staff Pension Fund
(UNJSPF)?
A.Syed Akbaruddin
B.Sudhir Rajkumar
C.Nirupama Rao
D.Sujatha Singh

Answer B
Explanation Sudhir Rajkumar, a senior official from India, has resigned from his position of
Representative of the UN Secretary-General for the investment of the assets of the United
Nations Joint Staff Pension Fund (UNJSPF). He was appointed to the role of UN SecretaryGeneral Antonio Guterres in October 2017.
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68) When was the United Nations Joint Staff Pension Fund (UNJSPF)
established?
A.1948
B.1952
C.1960
D.1964

Answer A
Explanation United Nations Joint Staff Pension Fund (UNJSPF) was established in 1948. The
UN General Assembly passed a resolution to provide retirement, death, disability and related
benefits for staff upon cessation of their services with the UN.

69) When did the National Gallery of Modern Art (NGMA) celebrate its
Foundation Day?
A.20 March
B.29 March
C.31 March
D.2 April

Answer B
Explanation National Gallery of Modern Art (NGMA) celebrated the 66th Foundation Day on
29 March 2020. On the occasion, NGMA launched "Virtual Tour of its permanent collection" for
the visitors.

70) Who launched a virtual assistant to combat the rise of fake news related to
COVID-19 contagion across India and the world.
A.VIVID
B.DheeYantra
C.IBM
D.Apple

Answer B
Explanation DheeYantra, the pioneers in Indian languages NLP and conversational AI, has
launched "Aham!", a virtual assistant. The chatbot was developed to provide answers to the
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concerns on the COVID-19 crisis.

71) _________ launched Virtual Tour of its permanent collection for the
visitors.
A.Government Museum and Art Gallery
B.Academy of Fine Arts
C.National Gallery of Modern Art
D.Indian Museum

Answer C
Explanation National Gallery of Modern Art (NGMA) celebrated the 66th Foundation Day on
29 March 2020. On the occasion, NGMA launched "Virtual Tour of its permanent collection" for
the visitors.

72) When was the Ministry of Road Transport and Highways formed?
A.1942
B.1947
C.1953
D.1960

Answer A
Explanation The Ministry of Road Transport and Highways was formed in July 1942. The
Ministry is responsible for the development and maintenance of National Highways (NH) of the
country.

73) Which country recommends all the world countries to use Tan Re Qing to
treat COVID-19?
A.Japan
B.N.Korea
C.China
D.Cuba

Answer C
Explanation The National Health Commission of China published a list of recommended
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treatments to treat COVID-19. Apart from western medicine and Chinese medicine, the list
included Tan Re Qing, injections that contain bear bile powder.

74) When was the National Gallery of Modern Art (NGMA) established?
A.1950
B.1954
C.1960
D.1967

Answer B
Explanation National Gallery of Modern Art (NGMA) was established on 29 March 1954. It is
located in New Delhi. The premier art gallery is one of the world's largest modern art museums.
It functions under the Ministry of Culture, Government of India. NGMA has subsequent branches
at Mumbai and Bangalore.

75) Tan Re Qing is secreted by the liver and stored in the gallbladder of
_______.
A.ape
B.chimpanzee
C.civet pet
D.bear

Answer D
Explanation Tan Re Qing is secreted by the liver and stored in the gallbladder of the bear. The
bile from various species of bears, including Asiatic black bears and brown bears, has been used
as a traditional Chinese medicine since the 8th century.

76) NGMA functions under ________.
A.Ministry of Culture
B.Ministry of Tourism
C.Ministry of Textiles
D.Ministry of Home Affairs

Answer A
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Explanation National Gallery of Modern Art (NGMA) was established on 29 March 1954. It is
located in New Delhi. The premier art gallery is one of the world's largest modern art museums.
It functions under the Ministry of Culture, Government of India. NGMA has subsequent branches
at Mumbai and Bangalore.

77) Which animal's bile contains high levels of ursodeoxycholic acid?
A.pangolin
B.giraffe
C.civet pet
D.bear

Answer D
Explanation Tan Re Qing is secreted by the liver and stored in the gallbladder of the bear. The
bile from various species of bears, including Asiatic black bears and brown bears, has been used
as a traditional Chinese medicine since the 8th century. Bear's bile contains high levels of
ursodeoxycholic acid, also known as ursodiol.

78) Where is the National Gallery of Modern Art (NGMA) located?
A.Kolkata
B.New Delhi
C.Chennai
D.Chandigarh

Answer B
Explanation National Gallery of Modern Art (NGMA) was established on 29 March 1954. It is
located in New Delhi. The premier art gallery is one of the world's largest modern art museums.
It functions under the Ministry of Culture, Government of India. NGMA has subsequent branches
at Mumbai and Bangalore.

79) Formula for Ursodeoxycholic acid is ________.
A.C16H46O4
B.C24H40O4
C.C30H32O8
D.C30H36O7
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Answer B
Explanation Ursodeoxycholic acid, also known as ursodiol, is a secondary bile acid, produced in
humans and most other species from metabolism by intestinal bacteria. The formula for Ursodiol
is C24H40O4.

80) The Ministry of Road Transport and Highways has announced an
extension on the validity of documents like driving licenses, permits, and
registration till _________.
A.30 May
B.15 April
C.30 June
D.1 May

Answer C
Explanation The Ministry of Road Transport and Highways has announced an extension on the
validity of documents like driving licenses, permits and registration that are expired since 1
February. The Ministry has directed all states and Union Territories (UT) to treat the documents
as valid till 30 June.

81) The virtual assistant ________, which was launched by the pioneers in
Indian languages NLP and conversational AI DheeYantra, to combat the rise
of fake news related to COVID-19 contagion across India and the world.
A.PRAGYAM
B.TNCOV
C.Aham
D.pseudocovid

Answer C
Explanation DheeYantra, the pioneers in Indian languages NLP and conversational AI, has
launched "Aham!", a virtual assistant. The chatbot was developed to provide answers to the
concerns on the COVID-19 crisis.

82) Who is the Minister of Road Transport and Highways?
A.Nitin Gadkari
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B.Rajnath Singh
C.Piyush Goyal
D.Nirmala Sitharaman

Answer A
Explanation Nitin Jairam Gadkari is an Indian politician and businessman from Maharashtra
who is the current Minister for Road Transport & Highways of India and Shipping Ministry of
Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises in the Government of India.

83) _________ asked the Government of India to set up a National Electronics
Mission in lines with India's space agency, Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO).
A.IESA
B.DRDO
C.IMD
D.CSIR

Answer A
Explanation The Indian Electronics and Semiconductor Association (IESA) asked the
Government of India to set up a National Electronics Mission in lines with India's space agency,
Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO).IESA aims to build a homegrown electronics
ecosystem that would help the country reduce imports of semiconductor chips and sensors. With
that, it aims to spearhead all the activities and for making India a design-led manufacturing hub
for the world.

84) When was Utkal Diwas observed?
A.1 April
B.14 Apri
C.20 April
D.25 April

Answer A
Explanation Utkal Diwas (Odisha day) is observed on 1st April in Odisha every year. The day
marks the formation of the state in the year 1936. The day remembers the contributions and
sacrifices made by the people of Odisha. Utkal Diwas is celebrated in many cities, towns in India
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and abroad where people from Odisha reside.

85) Who is the Chairman of the Indian Electronics and Semiconductor
Association (IESA)?
A.Dr.Satya Gupta
B.Prakash Kumar
C.Dr.Mohan Singh
D.Jitendra Chaddah

Answer D
Explanation The Chairman of Indian Electronics and Semiconductor Association (IESA) is
Jitendra Chaddah, Senior Director, Operations and Strategic Relations, Intel India.

86) _________ flights have transported over 15.4 tonnes of essential medical
supplies across India amid coronavirus lockdown.
A.Cerrierline Udan
B.Lifeline Udan
C.COVID-19 Udan
D.Lifesaver RCS

Answer B
Explanation 'Lifeline Udan' flights have transported over 15.4 tonnes of essential medical
supplies across India amid coronavirus lockdown. The Ministry of Civil Aviation (MoCA) stated
that 62 Lifeline Udan flights were operated in this regard.

87) When was the Odisha State formed?
A.April 1936
B.April 1942
C.April 1947
D.April 1953

Answer A
Explanation The Odisha state was formed as a politically separate state under British rule on a
linguistic basis on1 April 1936. The newly formed Orissa State consisted of six districts namely

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(March 30 - April 5, 2020)

Puri, Baleswar, Sambalpur, Koraput, Ganjam, and Cuttack.

88) When was the UDAN scheme launched?
A.2015
B.2016
C.2017
D.2018

Answer C
Explanation UDAN scheme was launched on 27 April 2017. It functions under the Ministry of
Civil Aviation (India). The main objective of the scheme is to make air travel affordable and
possible in the country. It also aims to boost inclusive national economic development, job
growth and air transport infrastructure development of all regions and states of India.

89) Who is the Governor of Odisha?
A.S. C. Jamir
B.Jagdish Mukhi
C.Acharya Devvrat
D.Ganeshi Lal

Answer D
Explanation Ganeshi Lal is an Indian politician and the incumbent Governor of Odisha.

90) Who launched Lifeline Udan?
A.Ministry of Human Welfare
B.Ministry of Civil Aviation
C.Ministry of Science and Research
D.Ministry of Home Affairs

Answer B
Explanation Lifeline Udan was launched by the Ministry of Civil Aviation (MoCA). It was
launched to transport essential medical supplies across the country.A total of 62 Lifeline Udan
flights were operated during the five-day period from 26-30 March. The Lifeline Udan cargo
includes essential medical supplies for COVID-19 related reagents, medical equipment, enzymes,
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testing kits, Personal Protective Equipment (PPE), masks, gloves and other accessories that are
required to treat the COVID-19 patients across the country.

91) _______ is to launch a mission to study how the Sun creates and releases
Giant Solar Particle Storms.
A.NASA
B.ISRO
C.ESA
D.JAXA

Answer A
Explanation The US space agency, NASA selected the proposed Sun Radio Interferometer
Space Experiment (SunRISE) mission to study how the Sun creates and releases Giant Solar
Particle Storms.

92) What is the mission to be launched to study how the Sun creates and
releases Giant Solar Particle Storms?
A.STEREO Mission
B.SunRISE Mission
C.Advanced Composition Explorer
D.Solar Dynamics Observatory

Answer B
Explanation The US space agency, NASA selected the proposed Sun Radio Interferometer
Space Experiment (SunRISE) mission to study how the Sun creates and releases Giant Solar
Particle Storms. The SunRISE mission will aid scientists to understand the working of the Solar
System. The mission is believed to help protect future astronauts from Solar Storms while going
to the Moon or Mars.

93) Which State odes not border with Odisha?
A.West Bengal
B.Jharkhand
C.Madhya Pradesh
D.Andhra Pradesh

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(March 30 - April 5, 2020)

Answer C
Explanation Madhya Pradesh does not share a border with Odisha. Odisha State is bordered by
West Bengal and Jharkhand to the north; Andhra Pradesh to the south; Chhattisgarh to the west.

94) When was the SunRISE Mission awarded $62.6 million to design, build,
and launch the mission?
A.June 2019
B.September 2019
C.January 2020
D.March 2020

Answer D
Explanation In March 2020, the SunRISE Mission was awarded $62.6 million to design, build,
and launch the mission. The NET launch date of the SunRISE mission is 1 July 2023.

95) The government of India passed the Taxation and Other Laws (Relaxation
of Certain Provisions) Ordinance, _________.
A.2017
B.2018
C.2019
D.2020

Answer D
Explanation The government of India passed "Taxation and Other Laws (Relaxation of Certain
Provisions) Ordinance, 2020" on 31 March. The Ordinance will give relief in compliance in filing
income tax, Goods and Services Tax (GST), customs and central excise returns, to help taxpayers
tide over the coronavirus crisis.

96) The SunRISE Mission has been scheduled to be launched in ________.
A.2020
B.2021
C.2023
D.2025
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Answer C
Explanation In March 2020, the SunRISE Mission was awarded $62.6 million to design, build,
and launch the mission. The NET launch date of the SunRISE mission is 1 July 2023.

97) When was NASA established?
A.1936
B.1945
C.1950
D.1958

Answer A
Explanation The National Aeronautics and Space Administration is an independent agency of
the United States Federal Government responsible for the civilian space program, as well as
aeronautics and aerospace research. NASA was established in 29 July 1958, succeeding in the
National Advisory Committee for Aeronautics.

98) The 2021 World Athletics Championships was scheduled to be held in
________.
A.California
B.Oregon
C.Texas
D.Wyoming

Answer B
Explanation The 2021 World Athletics Championships in Eugene, Oregon has been shifted to
2022. The move is to accommodate the re-arranged Tokyo Olympics which was postponed due to
the Coronavirus pandemic. The move was made by the World Athletics to support the Japanese
organizers and the International Olympic Committee (IOC). New dates were not announced yet.

99) Who is the administrator is NASA?
A.Robert L. Gibson
B.James Bridenstine
C.William H. Gerstenmaier
D.Charles Bolden Jr.
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Answer B
Explanation James Frederick Bridenstine is an American politician and the Administrator of the
National Aeronautics and Space Administration. Bridenstine was the United States
Representative for Oklahoma's 1st congressional district, based in Tulsa from 3 January 2013 to
April 23, 2018. He is a member of the Republican Party.

100) World Bank has announced ________ to the Government of India for a
proposed India COVID-19 emergency response and health systems
preparedness project.
A.$1 billion
B.$5 billion
C.$10 billion
D.$12 billion

Answer A
Explanation The World Bank has announced $1 billion to the Government of India for a
proposed India COVID-19 emergency response and health systems preparedness project. The
World Bank funding allocated the fund from its COVID-19 fast-track facility.

101) As per the recent merger, United Bank of India and Oriental Bank of
Commerce (OBC) has been merged into _________.
A.Canara Bank
B.Andhra Bank
C.Union Bank of India
D.Punjab National Bank

Answer D
Explanation As per the recent merger, United Bank of India and Oriental Bank of Commerce
(OBC) has been merged into Punjab National Bank. The merger came into effect on 1 April
2020.

102) Who resigned as the Managing Director and CEO of Paytm Money?
A.Vijay Shekhar Sharma
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B.Ajay Shekhar
C.Pravin Jadhav
D.Krishi Singh

Answer C
Explanation Pravin Jadhav, the Managing Director and CEO of Paytm Money resigned from the
company. He will be relieved by the end of April. The reason cited for his resignation was
differences over ESOPs, annual salary, and remuneration.

103) When was the World Athletics formed?
A.July 1912
B.July 1918
C.July 1924
D.July 1930

Answer A
Explanation World Athletics was formed on 17 July 1912.

104) When was Paytm Money launched?
A.2008
B.2013
C.2016
D.2019

Answer D
Explanation Paytm Money was founded in 2019 by Jadhav. So far, the payment has around
Rs.5000 crore assets under its management. Paytm money is one of the big bets played by the
payments unicorn. It is a product of Paytm.

105) Where is the headquarters of World Athletics located?
A.Austria
B.Morocco
C.Andorra
D.Monaco
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Answer B
Explanation The World Athletic is headquartered in Morocco.

106) When was Paytm established?
A.2005
B.2008
C.2010
D.2014

Answer C
Explanation Paytm was established in August 2010. It is an India-based e-commerce payment
system and financial technology company.

107) Which State government announced a 60% pay cut for all government
employees with an aim to financially assist the state in the wake of the
coronavirus pandemic?
A.Karnataka
B.Madhya Pradesh
C.Maharashtra
D.Uttar Pradesh

Answer C
Explanation Maharashtra State government announced a 60% pay cut for all government
employees with an aim to financially assist the state in the wake of the coronavirus pandemic.
The decision was made by the Deputy Chief Minister and State Finance Minister Ajit Pawar after
consultation with Chief Minister Uddhav Thackeray and various unions of employees.

108) Who is the Chief Minister of Maharashtra?
A.Ajit Pawar
B.Devendra Fadnavis
C.Uddhav Thackeray
D.Sharad Pawar
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Answer C
Explanation Uddhav Bal Thackeray is an Indian politician serving as the 19th and current Chief
Minister of Maharashtra. He is the president of Shiv Sena.

109) Who is the President of World Athletics?
A.Lamine Diack
B.Daley Thompson
C.Sebastian Coe
D.Hicham El Guerrouj

Answer C
Explanation The President of World Athletics is Sebastian Coe.

110) Maharashtra State govt announced _______ pay cut will be in the March
salaries of the Chief Minister, all other ministers, MLAs, MLCs, and
representatives of local governing bodies to financially assist the state in the
wake of the coronavirus pandemic.
A.50%
B.60%
C.75%
D.100%

Answer B
Explanation Maharashtra State government announced a 60% pay cut for all government
employees with an aim to financially assist the state in the wake of the coronavirus pandemic.
The decision was made by the Deputy Chief Minister and State Finance Minister Ajit Pawar after
consultation with Chief Minister Uddhav Thackeray and various unions of employees. The 60%
pay cut will be in the March salaries of the Chief Minister, all other ministers, MLAs, MLCs, and
representatives of local governing bodies.

111) When was Maharashtra State formed?
A.1949
B.1952
C.1960
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D.1963

Answer C
Explanation Maharashtra State was formed on 1 May 1960.

112) Who attended the 2nd Extraordinary G20 Finance Ministers and Central
Bank Governors meeting?
A.President Ram Nath Singh
B.Prime Minister Narendra Modi
C.Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
D.Home Minister Amit Shah

Answer C
Explanation Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman participated in the 2nd Extraordinary G20
Finance Ministers and Central Bank Governors meeting. It was hosted under the Chairmanship of
Saudi Arabian on 31 March. The Ministers discussed the impact of COVID-19 pandemic on the
global economy and coordinate efforts in response to this global challenge.

113) Who is the Governor of Maharashtra?
A.Sanjay Raut
B.Bhagat Singh Koshyari
C.Arif Mohammad Khan
D.BC Khanduri

Answer B
Explanation Bhagat Singh Koshyari is a member of the Bharatiya Janata Party from Uttarakhand
serving as the Governor of Maharashtra. An RSS veteran, Koshyari served as National Vice
President of BJP and party's 1st State president for Uttarakhand.

114) Who developed a portable ventilator to support medical infrastructure
amid the COVID-19 outbreak?
A.IIT-Madras
B.IIT-Kanpur
C.ICAR
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D.ICMR

Answer A
Explanation Indian Institute of Technology (IIT)-Kanpur is currently working on a portable
ventilator to support the medical infrastructure amid the COVID-19 outbreak. The prototype of
the ventilator is to be launched. Once implemented it can be used as a life support system.

115) Which is the winter capital of Maharashtra?
A.Nagpur
B.Lonavla
C.Pune
D.Mumbai

Answer A
Explanation Nagpur is the winter capital of the state of Maharashtra, a fast-growing metropolis
and third largest city in Maharashtra after Mumbai and Pune.

116) National Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority (NPPA) revised the ceiling
price of ________ scheduled formulations on 31 March.
A.788
B.795
C.840
D.883

Answer D
Explanation National Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority (NPPA) revised the ceiling price of 883
scheduled formulations on 31 March. It noted the supply disruption of active pharmaceutical
ingredients caused by the COVID-19 outbreak is returning to normalcy.

117) Which is the state flower of Maharashtra?
A.Jarul Flower
B.Gurmar
C.Crepe Myrtle
D.Ngai Camphor
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Answer A
Explanation Jarul Flower, also called Lagerstroemia speciosa or giant crape-myrtle is also called
Pride of India. It is the state flower of Maharashtra. This ornamental plant is native to tropical
parts and subtropical of southern Asia, India, and the Philippines.

118) National Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority (NPPA) is established on
________.
A.1994
B.1997
C.2000
D.2003

Answer B
Explanation National Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority (NPPA) was established in 1997. It
regulates the pricing of drugs and ensures the availability and accessibility of medicines at
affordable prices.

119) The Tokyo Olympic Games have been rescheduled to be held in _______.
A.August 2020
B.November 2020
C.February 2021
D.July 2021

Answer C
Explanation The Tokyo Olympic Games have been rescheduled to be held from 23 July to 8
August 2021. The announcement was made by the organizers of the Tokyo 2020 Olympic and
Paralympic Games on 30 March. The Paralympic Games will be held from 24 August to 5
September 2021. International Olympic Committee (IOC) has also announced the official date on
its website.

120) Who is the President of the International Olympic Committee (IOC)?
A.Olaf Breidbach
B.Dietrich v. Engelhardt
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C.Demetrios Vikelas
D.Thomas Bach

Answer D
Explanation Thomas Bach was elected President of the IOC on 10 September 2013, as the
successor to Jacques Rogge, at the 125th IOC Session in Buenos Aires.

121) National Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority (NPPA) functions under
_______.
A.Ministry of Science & Technology
B.Ministry of Chemicals & Fertilizers
C.Ministry of Research & Human development
D.Ministry of Earth Sciences

Answer B
Explanation National Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority (NPPA) was established in 1997. It
regulates the pricing of drugs and ensures the availability and accessibility of medicines at
affordable prices. It is headquartered in New Delhi. It functions under the Ministry of Chemicals
& Fertilizers.

122) Who launched the National Monitoring Dashboard on COVID-19
Grievances of the Department of Administrative Reforms and Public
Grievances' (DARPG)?
A.Piyush Goyal
B.Subrahmanyam Jaishankar
C.Jitendra Singh
D.Nirmala Sitharaman

Answer C
Explanation Dr. Jitendra Singh, Minister of State for Personnel, Public Grievances and Pensions
launched the Department of Administrative Reforms and Public Grievances' (DARPG) National
Monitoring Dashboard on COVID-19 Grievances on 1 April.

123) J&K became ________ state/UT to have established the Price Monitoring
& Resource Unit (PMRU).
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A.5th
B.7th
C.12th
D.15th

Answer C
Explanation Jammu & Kashmir Union Territory (UT) has become 12th State to get the Price
Monitoring & Resource Unit (PMRU) on 1 April 2020. It was set up by the National
Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority (NPPA).

124) Centre issued Jammu and Kashmir Reorganisation (Adaptation of State
Laws) Order, ________.
A.2017
B.2018
C.2019
D.2020

Answer D
Explanation Centre issued Jammu and Kashmir Reorganisation (Adaptation of State Laws)
Order, 2020. It will further facilitate the application of Central Laws to the newly formed Union
Territory of Jammu and Kashmir.

125) ________ released a Users guide for its Starship rocket.
A.NASA
B.SpaceX
C.ROSCOSMOS
D.ISRO

Answer B
Explanation SpaceX released a Users Guide for its giant Starship rocket. The document will
provide a short overview of the rocket that is designed to transport people, payloads, satellites,
and cargo to a variety of orbits and Earth, Lunar, or Martian landing sites.

126) Which is the state flower of Andhra Pradesh?
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A.Lady's Slipper
B.African Marigold
C.Jasmine
D.Lotus

Answer C
Explanation Jasmine is the state flower of Andhra Pradesh. Jasmine is a genus of shrubs and
vines in the olive family (Oleaceae). It contains around 200 species native to tropical and warm
temperate regions of Eurasia and Oceania.

127) When was the Jammu and Kashmir Union Territory formed?
A.31 October 2019
B.10 November 2019
C.30 November 2019
D.1 December 2019

Answer A
Explanation The Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir was formed on 31 October 2019.

128) Starship rocket can afford _______ people from Earth into Low Earth
Orbit (LEO) and on to the Moon and Mars.
A.5
B.10
C.50
D.100

Answer D
Explanation SpaceX released a Users Guide for its giant Starship rocket. The document will
provide a short overview of the rocket that is designed to transport people, payloads, satellites,
and cargo to a variety of orbits and Earth, Lunar, or Martian landing sites.

129) Which is the state bird of Andhra Pradesh?
A.Chital
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B.Emerald Dove
C.Himalayan Monal
D.Rose-ringed parakeet

Answer D
Explanation Rose-ringed parakeet is the state bird of Andhra Pradesh. It also is known as the
ring-necked parakeet, is a medium-sized parrot in the genus Psittacula, of the family Psittacidae.
It has disjunct native ranges in Africa and South Asia and is now introduced into many other parts
of the world where feral populations have established themselves and are bred for the exotic pet
trade.

130) Who is the Lieutenant Governor Jammu and Kashmir Union Territory
formed?
A.Krishnamurthy Subramanian
B.R. K. Mathur
C.Girish Chandra Murmu
D.Ajay Bhushan Pandey

Answer C
Explanation Girish Chandra Murmu is the first lieutenant governor of the Union Territory of
Jammu and Kashmir. He was a 1985 batch Indian Administrative Service officer of Gujarat cadre
and was principal secretary to Narendra Modi during his tenure as Chief Minister of Gujarat.

131) Who is the founder of SpaceX?
A.Gwynne Shotwell
B.Elon Musk
C.Jim Bridinestine
D.Jack Mathews

Answer B
Explanation Elon Reeve Musk is a South African-born American entrepreneur and businessman
who founded X.com in 1999 (which later became PayPal), SpaceX in 2002 and Tesla Motors in
2003.

132) When is the World Autism Awareness Day observed?
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A.2 April
B.31 March
C.1 April
D.30 March

Answer A
Explanation World Autism Awareness Day is observed on 2 April. The day aims to recognize
and celebrate the rights of persons with autism. The day makes people understand, recognize, and
accept people with autism.

133) When was SpaceX founded?
A.2000
B.2002
C.2004
D.2006

Answer B
Explanation SpaceX designs manufactures and launches advanced rockets and spacecraft. The
company was founded in 2002 to revolutionize space technology, with the ultimate goal of
enabling people to live on other planets.

134) Who commemorated the 2020 World Autism Awareness Day?
A.Department of Community Development, The US
B.Department of Community Development, Kuwait
C.Department of Community Development, Baghdad
D.Department of Community Development, Abu Dhabi

Answer D
Explanation World Autism Awareness Day is observed on 2 April. The day aims to recognize
and celebrate the rights of persons with autism. The day makes people understand, recognize, and
accept people with autism. This year the day is commemorated by the Department of Community
Development, Abu Dhabi, the UAE.

135) When was Wimbledon championship held for the first time?
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A.1856
B.1877
C.1888
D.1890

Answer B
Explanation Wimbledon championship was held for the first time in 1877.

136) What is the theme of the 2020 World Autism Awareness Day?
A.Empowering Women and Girls with Autism
B.The transition of adulthood
C.Toward Autonomy and Self-Determination
D.Assistive Technologies, Active Participation

Answer B
Explanation The theme of the 2020 World Autism Awareness Day is "The transition of
adulthood."

137) Where is Wimbledon located?
A.US
B.UK
C.Canada
D.Germany

Answer B
Explanation Wimbledon lies in the south-west area of London, south of Wandsworth, west of
Mitcham, north of Sutton and east of Kingston upon the Thames, on the outskirts of Greater
London, the United Kingdom.

138) When was the World Autism Awareness Day first established?
A.2005
B.2008
C.2010
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D.2015

Answer B
Explanation The United Nations held the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
(CRPD) in 2006. It came into effect in 2008. It aimed to promote, protect and ensure the full and
equal rights of all human rights and fundamental freedoms by all persons with disabilities. It
assured the fundamental principles of universal human rights for all. In 2008, the United Nations
General Assembly (UNGA) passed the resolution and designated 2 April as the day of World
Autism Awareness Day. The day was first observed in 2008.

139) Which state is to carry out Navaratnalu-Pedalandariki Illu program?
A.Karnataka
B.Telangana
C.Andhra Pradesh
D.Tamil Nadu

Answer C
Explanation Andhra Pradesh State government issued modified guidelines for the distribution of
25 lakh house sites to the poor in urban and rural areas under Navaratnalu-Pedalandariki Illu
(Houses for all the poor) program. The modification is done as per the directions of the High
Court. The State is to give away the sites on 14 April.

140) Which State announced a pay cut of 75% to government employees to
fund the COVID-19 crisis?
A.Tamil Nadu
B.Maharashtra
C.Telangana
D.Uttarakhand

Answer C
Explanation The Telangana State government announced a huge pay cut for its employees
ranging from 10% to 75% on 30 March. The decision was made at a high-level review meeting
conducted in the wake of the state's financial situation amid the coronavirus outbreak.

141) RBI extended the period of export which is made up to or on 31 July to

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(March 30 - April 5, 2020)

_______ months due to coronavirus outbreak.
A.9
B.12
C.13
D.15

Answer D
Explanation RBI extended the deadline for realization and repatriation period of export which is
made up to or on 31 July. The period of export has been relaxed for up to 15 months from 9
months (at present).

142) At present, GoI is regulating ________ classes of medical devices under
the Drugs and Cosmetics Act.
A.12
B.14
C.24
D.36

Answer C
Explanation At present, GoI is regulating 24 classes of medical devices under the Drugs and
Cosmetics Act. These 24 classes of devices will be regulated as drugs under the Drugs and
Cosmetics Act (DCA) 1940 and Drugs and Cosmetics Rules 1945.

143) Who is the Governor of Telangana?
A.ESL Narasimhan
B.Bandaru Dattatreya
C.T. Padma Rao Goud
D.Tamilisai Soundararajan

Answer D
Explanation Dr. Tamilisai Soundararajan is an Indian medical doctor, the Governor of
Telangana and former President of the Tamil Nadu BJP. She was the National Secretary and
Tamil Nadu State Unit President of the BJP prior to this appointment.
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144) Who is the Chief Minister of Telangana?
A.N. Chandrababu Naidu
B.Y. S. Jaganmohan Reddy
C.T. Harish Rao
D.K. Chandrashekar Rao

Answer D
Explanation Kalvakuntla Chandrashekhar Rao better known and abbreviated as K.C.R. is an
Indian politician and the first Chief Minister of Telangana, a new state formed by the division of
Andhra Pradesh in 2014. He is the leader and Founder of the Telangana Rashtra Samithi, a
regional party in India.

145) Which State government provided doorstep pension payment to 58 lakh
beneficiaries?
A.Uttar Pradesh
B.Rajasthan
C.Telangana
D.Andhra Pradesh

Answer D
Explanation The Andhra Pradesh state government has started distributing pensions at the
doorstep to 58,44,240 beneficiaries with an objective to offer them held and to avoid the spread
of coronavirus. The state used 2.5 lakh volunteers to eliminate the need for pensioners to step out
of their homes.

146) Which is the capital of Telangana?
A.Amaravati
B.Hyderabad
C.Warangal
D.Nizamabad

Answer A
Explanation Hyderabad remains as the joint capital of both Telangana and Andhra Pradesh for a
period, not more than ten years after that period Hyderabad shall be the capital of the state of
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Telangana and there shall be a new capital for the state of Andhra Pradesh.

147) Who is the Chief Minister of Andhra Pradesh?
A.N. Chandrababu Naidu
B.Pawan Kalyan
C.Y.S. Jaganmohan Reddy
D.Nara Lokesh

Answer C
Explanation Yeduguri Sandinti Jaganmohan Reddy is an Indian politician serving as the 17th
and current Chief Minister of Andhra Pradesh. He is the leader of the YSR Congress Party and
was the Leader of opposition in the Andhra Pradesh Legislative Assembly from 16 May 2014
until 23 May 2019.

148) Which is the state flower of Telangana?
A.Flame lily
B.Leucas aspera
C.Senna auriculata
D.Abutilon indicum

Answer C
Explanation Senna auriculata is the state flower of Telangana.

149) When was the Andhra Pradesh State formed?
A.1956
B.1960
C.1963
D.1970

Answer A
Explanation The Andhra Pradesh State formed on 1 November 1956.

150) What is the state fruit of Telangana?
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A.Banna
B.Mango
C.Avocado
D.Watermelon

Answer B
Explanation Mango is the state fruit of Telangana and the scientific name of this fruit is
Mangifera indica . Telangana State Sport: Kabaddi game is the official state sport of Telangana
and this game is originated from the country India.

151) When was the first session of the United Nations Security Council
(UNSC) held?
A.1940
B.1946
C.1952
D.1958

Answer B
Explanation The first session of the United Nations Security Council (UNSC) was held on 17
January 1946.

152) Who is the Governor of Andhra Pradesh?
A.Phagu Chauhan
B.Biswabhusan Harichandan
C.ESL Narasimhan
D.Tamilisai Soundararajan

Answer B
Explanation Biswabhusan Harichandan is an Indian politician serving as the 23rd and current
Governor of Andhra Pradesh.

153) When was the Telangana State formed?
A.2006
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B.2008
C.2014
D.2017

Answer C
Explanation On 2 June 2014, Telangana was separated from the northwestern part of Andhra
Pradesh as the newly formed 29th state with Hyderabad as its historic permanent capital.

154) How many member countries are there under the United Nations
Security Council (UNSC)?
A.12
B.15
C.28
D.42

Answer B
Explanation The United Nations Security Council (UNSC) is one of the six principal organs of
the United Nations (UN) with 15 member countries. It is charged with ensuring international
peace and security, recommending that the General Assembly accept new members to the United
Nations, and approving any changes to its charter. Its powers include the establishment of
peacekeeping operations and international sanctions as well as the authorization of military
actions through resolutions.

155) _________ has launched a mobile application to offer all the services. The
app is a part of a larger "work from anywhere, anytime" initiative.
A.Freightwalla
B.Kae Capital
C.Avdel India
D.RISHABH IMPEX

Answer A
Explanation Freightwalla, a Digital freight forwarding startup, has launched a mobile application
to offer all the services. The app is a part of a larger "work from anywhere, anytime" initiative.
The startups aim to make logistics and supply chain accessible 24x7, from anywhere, on any
device.
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156) Which state does not border with Telangana?
A.Maharashtra
B.Karnataka
C.Chhattisgarh
D.Odisha

Answer D
Explanation Odisha does not border with Telangana state. The state is bordered by Maharashtra
to the north, Andhra Pradesh to the east and south, Chhattisgarh to the east, and Karnataka to the
west.

157) Which is the capital of Andhra Pradesh?
A.Bengaluru
B.Tirupati
C.Amaravati
D.Hyderabad

Answer C
Explanation Amaravati is the state capital of the Indian state of Andhra Pradesh and the primary
city of the state's Capital Region. Built on allotted space on the southern banks of Krishna River
in Guntur district selected close to the geographical center of the state Amaravati is a recently
constructed planned city.

158) ________ has designed and developed its own handheld Infrared
radiation (IR)-based temperature sensor to screen people at gates.
A.Naval Dockyard, Mumbai
B.Naval Dockyard, Kochi
C.Naval Dockyard, Visakhapatnam
D.Naval Dockyard, Chennai

Answer A
Explanation Naval Dockyard (ND), Mumbai has designed and developed its own handheld
Infrared radiation (IR)-based temperature sensor to screen people at gates. The sense will screen a
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large number of Naval personnel at the entry gates of the yard reducing the load on the security
sentries at the gate.

159) What is the state bird of Telangana?
A.Indian Roller
B.Grear HornBill
C.Sarus Crane
D.Black Francolin

Answer A
Explanation Indian Roller is the State bird of Telangana. The Indian roller (Coracias
benghalensis) is a bird of the family Coraciidae, the rollers. It occurs widely from West Asia to
the Indian Subcontinent. It is listed as least concern on the IUCN Red List. It is best known for its
aerobatic displays of males during the breeding season.

160) Wimbledon championship 2020 is the _________ edition of the
Championship tournament.
A.125
B.130
C.134
D.140

Answer C
Explanation Wimbledon championship 2020 is the 134th edition of the Championship
tournament.

161) Andhra Pradesh State government announced a move to support the
people in the state during the COVID-19 outbreak, people with disabilities,
transgenders and Dappu artists to be given an amount of ________.
A.Rs.1,000
B.Rs.2,000
C.Rs.3,000
D.Rs.5,000
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Answer C
Explanation Andhra Pradesh State government announced a move to support the people in the
state during the COVID-19 outbreak, people with disabilities, transgenders and Dappu artists to
be given an amount of Rs.3,000.

162) World Bank has approved ________ in India COVID-19 Emergency
Response and Health Systems Preparedness Project.
A.$1 billion
B.$2 billion
C.$5 billion
D.$10 billion

Answer A
Explanation The World Bank's Board of Executive Directors (ED) has approved $1 billion in
India COVID-19 Emergency Response and Health Systems Preparedness Project. The project
will cover all the States/Union Territories in India.

163) _______ developed bio-suit for medical practitioners who treat
COVID-19 patients.
A.ICMR
B.CSIR
C.DRDO
D.IISc, Banglore

Answer C
Explanation Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) developed a bio-suit for
the safety of the paramedical, medical, and other personnel engaged in combating COVID-19
safe from the deadly virus.

164) When was the World Bank established?
A.1925
B.1938
C.1944
D.1950
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Answer C
Explanation World Bank was established in July 1944. World Bank provides loans and grants to
the developing and poor governments to pursue capital projects.

165) When was the second edition of the Asian Youth Games (AYG) held?
A.2004
B.2007
C.2008
D.2013

Answer D
Explanation The second edition of the Asian Youth Games (AYG) was held in Nanjing, China
in 2013.

166) Sree Chitra Tirunal Institute for Medical Sciences and Technology
(SCTIMST) has partnered with ________ to jointly build upon a prototype of
an emergency ventilator system based on the Artificial Manual Breathing Unit
(AMBU).
A.My labs
B.Wipro 3D
C.IBM
D.Infosys

Answer B
Explanation Sree Chitra Tirunal Institute for Medical Sciences and Technology (SCTIMST) has
partnered with Wipro 3D, Bengaluru. The partnership aims to jointly build upon a prototype of an
emergency ventilator system based on the Artificial Manual Breathing Unit (AMBU) which was
developed by SCTIMST followed by its clinical trial and manufacture.

167) Who is the President of World Bank?
A.Anshula Kant
B.Penny Goldberg
C.David Malpass
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D.Henry Mitchell

Answer C
Explanation David Robert Malpass is an American economic analyst and former government
official serving as President of the World Bank Group since 2019.

168) When was Sree Chitra Tirunal Institute for Medical Sciences and
Technology (SCTIMST) established?
A.1963
B.1970
C.1976
D.1980

Answer C
Explanation Sree Chitra Tirunal Institute for Medical Sciences and Technology (SCTIMST) was
established in 1976.

169) _______ comprised of World Bank.
A.International Bank for Reconstruction and Development (IBRD), International Development
Association (IDA)
B.International Bank for Reconstruction and Development (IBRD), International Development
Association (IDA)
C.International Finance Corporation (IFC), Multilateral Investment Guarantee Agency (MIGA)
D.International Centre for Settlement of Investment Disputes (ICSID), International Bank for
Reconstruction and Development (IBRD)

Answer A
Explanation World bank comprises the International Bank for Reconstruction and Development
(IBRD) with 189 member countries and the International Development Association (IDA) with
173 member countries.

170) Where is the Sree Chitra Tirunal Institute for Medical Sciences and
Technology (SCTIMST) located?
A.Tamil Nadu
B.Uttar Pradesh
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C.Kerala
D.Maharashtra

Answer C
Explanation Sree Chitra Tirunal Institute for Medical Sciences and Technology (SCTIMST) was
established in 1976 by the GOvernment of India. The autonomous institute functions under the
Department of Science and Technology (DST), Ministry of Science & Technology. It is located
in Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala, India. It is one of the premier research Institutes and centers in
India.

171) Who is the Chief Economist of the World Bank?
A.Mathew Perry
B.Mary Schnider
C.Anshula Kant
D.Penny Goldberg

Answer D
Explanation Pinelopi "Penny" Koujianou Goldberg is a Greek-American economist and the
former chief economist of the World Bank. She holds the named chair of Elihu Professor of
Economics at Yale University.

172) The Union Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) laid down Standard
Operating Procedures (SOPs) for __________.
A.COVID-19 negative Migrant labourers
B.COVID-19 negative foreigners
C.COVID-19 negative pregnant women
D.COVID-19 positive immigrants

Answer B
Explanation The Union Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) laid down Standard Operating
Procedures (SOPs) for the transit of COVID-19 negative foreigners stranded in India on 2 April.
Also, the release of quarantined persons after being tested COVID-19 negative will be carried out
by the Home Affairs Ministry.

173) Whose tenure has been extended as the acting President of National
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Company Law Tribunal (NCLT)?
A.Shantha Vijayakumar
B.Dilip Singh
C.Mohan Pratap
D.BSV Prakash Kumar

Answer D
Explanation The Ministry of Corporate Affairs (MCA) has extended the tenure of Shri BSV
Prakash Kumar as acting President of National Company Law Tribunal (NCLT) for a period of 3
years. MCA informed NCLT about the extension of the tenure to another three months or till the
joining of new President, whichever is earlier. The appointment will effective from 5 April 2020.

174) When was the Ministry of Home Affairs formed?
A.1947
B.1950
C.1951
D.1953

Answer A
Explanation Ministry of Home Affairs was formed on 15 August 1947. Amit Shah is the Union
Minister of Home Affairs.

175) Centre extended the deployment of _________ CAPFcompanies in Delhi
to strengthen security during the ongoing lockdown in view of the COVID-19
pandemic.
A.50
B.100
C.150
D.200

Answer B
Explanation Government of India (GoI) extended the deployment of 100 Central Armed Police
Forces (CAPF) companies in Delhi to strengthen security during the ongoing lockdown in view
of the COVID-19 pandemic.
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176) Centre allowed farmers to directly sell produce from premises of farmers
producer organizations (FPO) and selected warehouses through _________.
A.APEDA
B.GeM
C.eNAM
D.None of the above

Answer C
Explanation Government of India (GoI) allowed farmers to directly sell produce from premises
of farmers producer organizations (FPO) and selected warehouses through electronic marketing
platform Electronic National Agriculture Market (eNAM). The announcement was made by
Union Agriculture Minister Narendra Singh Tomar on 2 April.

177) When was eNAM launched?
A.2014
B.2015
C.2016
D.2017

Answer C
Explanation eNAM was launched on 14 April 2016. eNAM is an online trading platform for
agricultural products in India. It functions under the Ministry of Agriculture, GoI. The Minister
responsible for the Agriculture Ministry is Narendra Singh Tomar. The platform aims to facilitate
the smooth marketing of their produce.

178) Moong dal price has been raised by about _________ although the supply
of other staples is normal.
A.10%
B.20%
C.30%
D.45%

Answer B
Explanation The Moong dal price has been raised by about 20% although the supply of other
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staples is normal. The reason is because of the smaller harvest and disruption in transportation
has caused shortages of moong dal.

179) NTPC appointed ________ as Director of Human resources.
A.Dilip Kumar Patel
B.Manoj Singh
C.Prithvi Kumar
D.Jaswant Singh

Answer A
Explanation National Thermal Power Corporation (NTPC) Limited appointed Dilip Kumar Patel
as its Director Human resources on 1 April.

180) When was National Company Law Tribunal (NCLT) established?
A.2005
B.2007
C.2011
D.2016

Answer D
Explanation National Company Law Tribunal (NCLT) was set up under section 408 of the
Companies Act, 2013 on 1 June 2016.

181) When was NTPC Limited established?
A.1970
B.1975
C.1980
D.1965

Answer B
Explanation NTPC Limited was established on 7 November 1975. NTPC provides services
including Electricity generation and distribution natural gas exploration, production,
transportation, and distribution. The Public Sector Undertaking (PSU) ventures into oil and gas
exploration and coal mining activities also. IT is promoted by the Government of India.
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182) ________ developed a high-quality indigenous ventilator to circumvent
and provide assistance to the escalating COVID-19 crisis.
A.IIT-Mumbai
B.IIT-Madras
C.ICMR
D.IISc

Answer D
Explanation Indian Institute of Science (IISc) scientists have developed a high-quality
indigenous ventilator. The idea is to circumvent is to provide assistance to the escalating
COVID-19 crisis.

183) Who is the Chairman & MD of NTPC Limited?
A.Gurdeep Singh
B.Arup Roy Choudhury
C.Atul Sobti
D.Shinghal Yadav

Answer A
Explanation Gurdeep Singh is the Chairman and Managing Director of NTPC Limited. It is an
Indian Public Sector Undertaking under the Ministry of Power, Government of India.

184) Which program launched to provide guidance and resources to startup
founders and employees in the country. It also aims to empower teams through
financial grants and mentoring?
A.Cruise COVID-19 Team
B.Action COVID-19 Team
C.Truce COVID-19 Team
D.PRAGYAM COVID-19 Team

Answer B
Explanation Founders of leading startups, investors, advisors, supporters, investment advisory
firms have launched Action COVID-19 Team (ACT). ACT aims to provide guidance and
resources to startup founders and employees in the country. It also aims to empower teams
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through financial grants and mentoring.

185) Where is the headquarters of NTPC Limited located?
A.New Delhi
B.Jaipur
C.Ahmedabad
D.Vellore

Answer A
Explanation The headquarters of NTPC Limited is located in New Delhi, India.

186) Which country is to host the 2021 Asian Youth Games (AYG)?
A.Indonesia
B.India
C.China
D.Russia

Answer C
Explanation China is to host the third edition of the Asian Youth Games (AYG) in Shantou in
November 2021. The announcement was made by the Olympic Council of Asia (OCA) on 1
April 2020. The third edition was supposed to be held in 2017. But was postponed to 2021 by
OCA.

187) When was Punjab National Bank established?
A.1894
B.1901
C.1912
D.1923

Answer A
Explanation Punjab National Bank was established on 12 April 1894.

188) 2021 Asian Youth Games (AYG) will be the _______ edition of the games.

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(March 30 - April 5, 2020)

A.1st
B.2nd
C.3rd
D.5th

Answer C
Explanation China is to host the third edition of the Asian Youth Games (AYG) in Shantou in
November 2021. The announcement was made by the Olympic Council of Asia (OCA) on 1
April 2020. The third edition was supposed to be held in 2017. But was postponed to 2021 by
OCA.

189) Who is the Chairman of Punjab National Bank?
A.S.S. Mallikarjuna Rao
B.Sunil Mehta
C.Lala Yodh Raj
D.Pramod Kumar

Answer A
Explanation S.S. Mallikarjuna Rao is the Chairman of Punjab National Bank.

190) When was the Olympic Council of Asia established?
A.1976
B.1982
C.1985
D.1990

Answer B
Explanation The Olympic Council of Asia was established on 16 November 1982. OCA is the
apex body that governs sports in Asia.

191) Short-term borrowing limits of States or ways and means advances
(WMA) have been increased by _______.
A.25%
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B.30%
C.40%
D.50%

Answer B
Explanation The Reserve Bank of India introduced new measures to relax the impact of the
COVID-19 induced lockdown. Short-term borrowing limits of States or ways and means
advances (WMA) have been increased by 30%. It aims to enable the state governments to tide
over the situation arising from the outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic.

192) When was the first edition of the Asian Youth Games (AYG) held?
A.2000
B.2006
C.2009
D.2013

Answer C
Explanation The first edition of the Asian Youth Games (AYG) was held in 2009 in Singapore.
The second edition was held in 2013 in Nanjing, China.

193) When was ICRA established?
A.1886
B.1991
C.1994
D.2001

Answer B
Explanation The rating company ICRA was established in 1991. The credit rating agency is a
joint venture (JV) between Moody's and various Indian commercial banks and financial services
companies. Moody's Corporation owns a 50.06% majority stake, as of 2014.

194) Where was the first edition of the Asian Youth Games (AYG) held?
A.Malaysia
B.China
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C.Japan
D.Singapore

Answer D
Explanation The first edition of the Asian Youth Games (AYG) was held in 2009 in Singapore.
The second edition was held in 2013 in Nanjing, China.

195) Moody's Corporation owns a _______ majority stake, as of 2014, of ICRA
Limited (ICRA).
A.50.06%
B.52%
C.53.18%
D.54.5%

Answer A
Explanation Moody's Corporation owns a 50.06% majority stake, as of 2014, of ICRA Limited
(ICRA).

196) Where is the headquarters of the Olympic Council of Asia located?
A.Saudi Arabia
B.New Delhi
C.Beijing
D.Kuwait

Answer D
Explanation The headquarters of the Olympic Council of Asia is located at Kuwait City, Kuwait.

197) ICRA estimated the GDP growth will be slowed down to _______ in the
current fiscal from an estimated 4.4% in fiscal 2020.
A.2%
B.2.4%
C.3%
D.3.1%
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Answer A
Explanation ICRA estimated the GDP growth will be slowed down to 2.0% in the current fiscal
from an estimated 4.4% in fiscal 2020.

198) How many member committees are there under the Olympic Council of
Asia?
A.20
B.45
C.50
D.86

Answer B
Explanation There are 45 National Olympic Committees under the Olympic Council of Asia.
OCA is the apex body that governs sports in Asia.

199) Where is the headquarters of PNB located?
A.Pune
B.New Delhi
C.Raipur
D.Ahmedabad

Answer B
Explanation The headquarters of PNB located is located in New Delhi, India.

200) Where was the second edition of the Asian Youth Games (AYG) held?
A.China
B.India
C.Nepal
D.Bangladesh

Answer A
Explanation The second edition of the Asian Youth Games (AYG) was held in Nanjing, China
in 2013.
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201) Asian Youth Games is held every ________ years among athletes from
across Asia.
A.2
B.4
C.5
D.6

Answer B
Explanation Asian Youth Games is held every 4 years among athletes from across Asia. The
games are organized by Olympic Council of Asia (OCA).

202) How much crores did union government ordered hydroxychloroquine
tablets for healthcare workers?
A.10
B.12
C.15
D.19

Answer A
Explanation Union Govt orders about 10 crore hydroxychloroquine tablets for healthcare
workers

203) When Olympic Council of Asia was founded?
A.November 19, 1982
B.November 16, 1982
C.November 21, 1983
D.November 24, 1982

Answer B
Explanation Olympic Council of Asia was founded on the year November 16, 1982

204) Who launched Hack the Crisis India overcome COVID 19 pandemic?
A.Suresh kumar
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B.Sanjay Dhotre
C.Vikram
D.Nitish Kumar

Answer B
Explanation Sanjay Dhotre launched Hack the Crisis India overcome COVID 19 pandemic

205) International Mine Awareness Day observed on ___________April
A.7th
B.6th
C.8th
D.4th

Answer D
Explanation International Day for Mine Awareness and Assistanceis observed on April 4 each
year.

206) When United Nations General Assembly was founded?
A.1948
B.1945
C.1956
D.1955

Answer B
Explanation United Nations General Assembly is one of the six principal organs of the United
Nations.

207) Which state government launches online cultural competition to engage
children during lockdown?
A.Madhya Pradesh
B.Kerala
C.Odisha
D.Andhra Pradesh
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Answer C
Explanation Odisha state government launches online cultural competition to engage children
during lockdown

208) Who chaired joint meeting of empowered groups on COVID-19?
A.PM Narendra Modi
B.Rajnath Singh
C.Ram Nath Kovind
D.Harsha Vardhan

Answer A
Explanation PM Narendra Modi joint meeting of empowered groups on COVID-19

209) When Indian Railways was formed?
A.1854
B.1853
C.1861
D.1863

Answer B
Explanation Indian Railways was formed on the 16 April 1853.

210) Hockey India donates additional _________lakh rupees towards PMCARES Fund
A.85 lakhs
B.75 lakhs
C.80 lakhs
D.83 lakhs

Answer B
Explanation Hockey India donates additional 75 lakh rupees towards PM-CARES Fund.
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211) Tamil Nadu tops countrys COVID-19 patients chart with
___________cases
A.411
B.418
C.416
D.441

Answer C
Explanation Tamil Nadu tops countrys COVID-19 patients chart with 411 cases.

212) When National Healthcareer Association was founded?
A.1989
B.1990
C.1996
D.1998

Answer A
Explanation National Healthcareer Association is a national professional certification agency for
healthcare workers in the United States. It is founded on 1989.

213) When was Asian Games first event occured?
A.1951
B.1952
C.1954
D.1953

Answer A
Explanation Asian Games first event occured in the year 1951.

214) When All India Council for Technical Education was founded?
A.1945
B.1946

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(March 30 - April 5, 2020)

C.1948
D.1947

Answer A
Explanation All India Council for Technical Education was founded in the year 1945.

215) When was Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority was
founded?
A.1999
B.1998
C.1997
D.1996

Answer A
Explanation Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority was founded on the year 1999.

216) Who is the President of United Nations General Assembly?
A.John William Ashe
B.Tijjani Muhammad-Bande
C.Peter Thomson
D.Osvaldo Aranha

Answer B
Explanation Tijjani Muhammad-Bande is the President of United Nations General Assembly

217) When Hockey India was founded?
A.2009
B.2010
C.2011
D.2012

Answer A
Explanation Hockey India is now the governing body with exclusive mandate to direct and
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conduct all activities for both men and women's hockey in India. It was founded on the year
2009.

218) When Ministry of Human Resource Development was founded?
A.1989
B.1986
C.1987
D.1985

Answer D
Explanation Ministry of Human Resource Development, formerly Ministry of Education, is
responsible for the development of human resources in India. It is founded on the year 1985.

219) Who is the founder of United Nations General Assembly?
A.United Nations Human Rights Council
B.International Court of Justice
C.United Nations
D.Food and Agriculture Organization

Answer C
Explanation United Nations is the founder of United Nations General Assembly.

220) Bihar Govt decides to screen ________________ people again for
COVID-19 infection
A.1 lakh 90 thousand
B.1 lakh 80 thousand
C.1 lakh
D.1 lakh 50 thousand

Answer B
Explanation Bihar Govt decides to screen 1 lakh 80 thousand people again for COVID-19
infection.
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221) India seeks ____________-of loans from ADB, AIIB to fight coronavirus
pandemic
A.$8 billion
B.$6 billion
C.$5 billion
D.$4 billion

Answer B
Explanation India seeks $6 billion of loans from ADB, AIIB to fight coronavirus pandemic

222) When FIFA was founded?
A.21 June 1904
B.21 May 1904
C.21 May 1905
D.21 April 1905

Answer B
Explanation Fdration Internationale de Football Association is a non-profit organization. It is
founded on the year 21 May 1904.

223) Who is the head of World Food Programme?
A.Ms Josette Sheeran
B.David Beasley
C.Mr James T. Morris
D.Ms Catherine Bertini

Answer B
Explanation David Beasley is the head of World Food Programme.

224) How many countries are members of Asian Development Bank?
A.67 countries
B.61 countries
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C.68 countries
D.69 countries

Answer C
Explanation The Asian Development Bank is a regional development bank established on 19
December 1966. The membership countries are 68 .

225) When was FIFA U-17 Women's World Cup was founded?
A.2009
B.2008
C.2010
D.2011

Answer B
Explanation FIFA U-17 Women's World Cup is an international association football tournament
for female players under the age of 17. It was founded on the year 2008.

226) How many countries did Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank?
A.77 Members
B.76 Members
C.78 Members
D.79 Members

Answer C
Explanation Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank is a multilateral development bank that aims
to support the building of infrastructure in the Indo-Pacific region. The bank currently has 78
members

227) When was ICC Women's T20 World Cup first event took place
A.2011
B.2001
C.2010
D.2009

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(March 30 - April 5, 2020)

Answer D
Explanation The ICC Women's T20 World Cup is the biennial international championship for
women's Twenty20 International cricket. The event is organised by the sport's governing body,
the International Cricket Council, with the first edition having been held in England in 2009.

228) When Ministry of Power was founded?
A.1991
B.1992
C.1993
D.1994

Answer B
Explanation Ministry of Power is an Indian government ministry. The current Union Minister of
State is Raj Kumar Singh. founded in the year 1992

229) When World Food Programme was founded?
A.1963
B.1961
C.1962
D.1964

Answer B
Explanation World Food Programme was founded in the year 1961.

230) Where was FIFA Headquarters located ?
A.Beijing
B.Zrich
C.Cairo
D.Kuala Lumpur

Answer B
Explanation FIFA Headquarters located at Zrich.
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