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BANKING & FINANCE
Deposits in Jan Dhan accounts are set to cross Rs 1 lakh crore mark
The total balance in the Jan Dhan accounts, which has been steadily rising, was at
Rs 97,665.66 crore as on April 3, as per the latest government data.
The total number of Jan Dhan accounts have crossed 35.39 crore.
The deposits stood at Rs 96,107.35 crore on March 27 and Rs 95,382.14 crore in
the week before.
More than 27.89 crore account holders have been issued the Rupay debit cards.
Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana (PMJDY):
PMJDY was launched on August 28, 2014 with an aim to provide universal access
to banking facilities to all households.
The government enhanced the accident insurance cover to Rs 2 lakh from Rs 1
lakh for new accounts opened after August 28, 2018.
The overdraft limit was also doubled to Rs 10,000.

Govt. increased the authorised capital of Allahabad Bank
The government has increased the authorized capital for the State-owned
Allahabad Bank stated by Rs 5,000 crore to Rs 8,000 crore. The central
government after consultation with the Reserve Bank of India(RBI) increased the
authorized capital of the bank.
The increase in authorized capital will help enable the bank to raise further fund up
to a maximum ceiling of Rs 8,000 crore.
What is an Authorized Capital?
It is the maximum amount of share that a company is authorized to have by
its constitutional documents to issue to the shareholders. It is not necessary to
issue the whole amount of the authorized capital, part of it can remain unissued.
The amount of share that is issued to the shareholder is called the issued share
capital of the company. To put in other words, authorized capital is the one which is
the maximum amount of value of securities that a company can legally issue to
the shareholders. The Authorized capital needs to be specified in the
Memorandum of Association(MOA).
Authorized capital is broadly divided into the:
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1. Issued capital
2. Paid up capital
3. Uncalled capital
Allahabad Bank:
Founded on: 24 April 1865
Founded in: Allahabad
Headquarters: Kolkata, India
MD & CEO: S.S.Mallikarjuna Rao
It is a nationalised bank
Allahabad Bank has over 3245 branches across India

First Indian Platform for Wholesale Cryptocurrency Trading has introduced
by BuyUcoin
BuyUcoin, second oldest Cryptocurrency Exchange company in India introduced a
new and unique platform for wholesale cryptocurrency trading.
This platform works on free trading model which means it charges zero free on any
trade.
This wholesale platform also known as OTC (Over-the-counter) Desk allows users
to trade on a large scale with low price fluctuations.
This new platform will help to improve the problem of liquidity of cryptocurrency
in Indian market.
About BuyUCoin
Type of business:Private
Founded: June 2, 2016; 2 years ago
Founders: Shivam Thakral, Devesh Aggrawal, Atulya Bhatt

RBI sells entire stake in NABARD, NHB to govt for Rs 1,470 crore
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has exited the National Housing Bank (NHB)
and the National Bank for Agriculture & Rural Development (NABARD), by
selling its entire stakes to government for Rs 1,450 crore and Rs 20 crore,
respectively, making them fully government-owned now.
RBI has sold its stake in NHB on March 19, while it sold the stake in Nabard on
February 26.
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With this, the government of India now holds 100% stake in both the financial
institutions.
Background:
Divestment of RBIs stake in NABARD and NHB has its basis in the
recommendation of Narasimham Committee II and the Discussion Paper
prepared by RBI on Harmonizing the Role and Operations of Development
Financials Institutions and Banks.
About NABARD:
Full Form: National Bank for Agriculture & Rural Development
Founded: 12 July 1982
Established on the recommendations of B.Sivaraman Committee (by Act 61,
1981 of Parliament)
Headquarters: Mumbai
Chairman: Harsh Kumar Bhanwala
Purposes: Development aid, Poverty reduction
It replaced the Agricultural Credit Department (ACD) and Rural Planning and
Credit Cell (RPCC) of Reserve Bank of India, and Agricultural Refinance and
Development Corporation (ARDC).
About NHB:
Full Form: National Housing Bank
Founded: 9 July 1988
Established under the National Housing Bank Act, 1987
Headquarters: New Delhi
Managing Director: Shri Sriram Kalyanaraman
Purpose: Financial institution for housing

HDFC got RBI approval for holding up to 9.9 percent stake in Bandhan Bank
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has given its in-principle approval to Housing
Development Finance Corporation (HDFC) Ltd for acquiring 9.9 per cent stake
in Bandhan Bank following the Gruh Finance deal.
Gruh Finance, the affordable housing finance arm of HDFC Ltd, was taken over by
Bandhan Bank in a share-swap deal in January.
After the deal was announced, HDFC made an application to the RBI for holding
shares in Bandhan Bank. Recently RBI gave its approval to HDFC to acquire the
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shareholding of up to 9.9 per cent of the paid-up capital of Bandhan Bank upon the
effective date of the scheme of amalgamation.
The amalgamation scheme is awaiting approvals from the National Company Law
Tribunal (NCLT) and the respective shareholders of Gruh Finance and Bandhan
Bank.
The Gruh Finance deal will reduce the stake of Bandhan Financial Holdings Ltd in
Bandhan Bank to about 61% from the current 82%.
The share swap ratio for the merger will be 568 shares of Bandhan Bank for every
1,000 shares of Gruh Finance.
About Bandhan Bank:
Founded: 23 August 2015
Headquarters: Kolkata
Founder & CEO: Chandra Shekhar Ghosh

RBI became the first Asia-Pacific central bank to begin interest rate easing
cycle
According to Fitch Ratings - APAC (Asia-Pacific) sovereign credit overview
report, the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) is the first central bank in the Asia Pacific
region to begin an explicit interest rate easing cycle buoyed by benign food
inflation and easier global financial condition.
The Monetary Policy Committee (MPC), headed by RBI Governor Shaktikanta
Das, cut rates in February and April citing prospects of benign inflation. In the four
months of 2019, the RBI has cut policy interest rates twice by 0.25 per cent each
to one-year low of 6 per cent.
This is the first back-to-back rate cut since the MPC was formed in late 2016.
Fitch has a 'BBB-', the lowest investment grade, rating on India, with a stable
outlook.
Fitch estimates India to grow at 6.8 per cent in current fiscal 2019 and 7.1 per cent
in 2020.
About Fitch Ratings:
Fitch Ratings Inc. is one of the Big Three credit rating agencies, the other two being
Moody's and Standard & Poor's.
Fitch assign bond credit ratings of AAA, AA, A, BBB, BB, B, CCC, CC, C, D.
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RBI asked Banks to disclose IL&FS NPA details in results
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has asked banks and financial institutions to
disclose the non-performing assets (NPA) stemming from their exposure to
troubled infrastructure conglomerate Infrastructure Leasing & Financial
Services Limited (IL&FS) and its group entities in their upcoming results
announcements.
RBI said that the new directions are as per the order of the National Company
Law Appellate Tribunal (NCLAT), which asked banks not to declare their loans
to the company and group as NPAs.The banking regulator has, therefore, asked the
lenders to disclose details such as the provisions required for such NPAs and also
the actual provisions made, in their Notes to Accounts in the financial results. It
has prescribed a disclosure format for this purpose.
An account becomes non-performing if repayment is due for more than 90 days.
Banks have to set aside capital as provisions for NPAs. Banks and financial
institutions have to disclose the information in a particular format as prescribed by
the banking regulator.
NCLAT's order:
No financial institution will declare the accounts of Infrastructure Leasing &
Financial Services Limited or its entities as NPA without prior permission of this
Appellate Tribunal.

SBI launched Indias First Green Car Loan at Lower Interest Rates
In a first Indias largest bank State Bank of India (SBI) launched Green Car Loan
to encourage customers to buy electric vehicles (EVs) in the country.
The interest rates on the loan will be 20 basis points (0.2 per cent) lower than SBIs
existing auto loans. Thus, the equated monthly instalment (EMI) per Rs 1 lakh will
be lower at Rs 1,468 for 96 months (8 years) against Rs 1,622 for 84 months, based
on the maximum tenor of existing schemes.
The scheme comes with the longest repayment period of up to 8 years.
The loan is offered with zero processing fee for the first 6 months of the launch.
SBI along with Wipro joined the Climate Groups EV100 initiative for enhancing
the launch of electric vehicles worldwide.
About State Bank of India:
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It is an Indian multinational, public Sector bank
Founded: 1 July 1955
Headquarters: Mumbai
Chairperson: Rajnish Kumar

SC gave deadline to RBI to share banks NPA information
The Supreme Court on 26th April gave the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) the last
opportunity to withdraw a November 2016 Disclosure Policy to the extent to which
it stonewalls revelation of every other kind of information under the Right to
Information Act, including the list of wilful defaulters and annual inspection
reports.
A Bench of Justices L. Nageswara Rao and M.R. Shah found the policy of the
central bank to be directly contrary to the courts judgment of December 2015 that
the Reserve Bank could not withhold information sought under the RTI Act. The
hearing of the contempt is after the petitions filed against the RBI for not
complying with the 2015 judgment.
2015 judgement:
The 2015 judgment had rejected the RBIs argument that it could refuse information
sought under the RTI on the grounds of economic interest, commercial confidence,
fiduciary relationship or public interest.
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BUSINESS & ECONOMY
Reliance retail became 1st Indian retail company to cross Rs 1 lakh crore in
annual revenues
The retail venture of Reliance Industries reported an income of Rs 1,30,556 crore
for 2018-19, 89% more than the previous years Rs 69,198 crore, the company.
Notably, Reliance Retail is the only Indian retailer to be in the top 100 global
retailers list and the 6th fastest growing retailer globally as per the Global powers
of retailing 2019, Deloitte.
Mukesh Ambani led Reliance Retail also became the first Indian retailer to cross
more than 10,000 stores. It operates 10,415 retail stores in more than 6,600 cities
and towns, covering an area of over 22 million sq ft, as on March 31.
For FY19, Reliance Retail added 81 new stores in the grocery consumption basket,
taking the total count to 612 Reliance Fresh, SMART and Reliance Market stores
as on March 31, 2019.
During the year, Reliance Retail opened 76 new Digital stores, 2,219 Jio stores. It
operates more than 8,000 Digital and Jio stores as of March 31.
Compared to that, Future Group, the second biggest retail enterprise in the
country, operates about 2,200 outlets nationwide with about Rs 35,000 crore of
annual consolidated revenues.

Microsoft became world's third company to hit USD 1 trillion value
US tech giant Microsoft topped $1 trillion in market capitalisation for the first
time after beating its quarterly earnings estimates.
The stock was last up 3.9% at $129.84 on Nasdaq, giving it a valuation of $996.16
billion.
Microsoft stock gained about 23% so far this year due to its flagship cloud product
Azure, rivalling Amazon.
It's the third company to achieve this milestone, following Apple, which hit the
mark in August 2018, and Amazon, which earned that valuation in September
2018.
About Microsoft Corporation:
Founded: 4 April 1975
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Founders: Bill Gates, Paul Allen
Headquarters: Redmond, Washington, United States
CEO: Satya Nadella
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INTERNATIONAL
UN agency listed Bhopal gas tragedy among the worlds major industrial
accidents in the last century
The International Labour Organization (ILO) has listed the Bhopal gas tragedy
among the worlds major industrial accidents in the last century.
About Bhopal gas tragedy:
The gas leak in the Union Carbide pesticide plant in the Madhya Pradesh capital,
Bhopal on the night of December 2 and 3, 1984, killed over 3,500 people.
Union Carbide, which is now owned by Dow Chemicals, and other firms have so
far paid $470 million (Rs 3,261 crore) as compensation to the Indian government.
At least 30 tons of toxic methyl isocyanate was released from the plant.
International Labour Organization (ILO) Report:
ILOs report titled Safety and Health at the heart of the Future of Work: Building on
100 years of experience, listed nine major industrial accidents since 1919.
Apart from the Bhopal gas tragedy, its list included the
1. 1986 Chernobyl nuclear power plant explosion in the erstwhile Soviet
Union,
2. the 2011 Fukushima disaster and
3. the collapse of the Rana Plaza building in Dhaka, Bangladesh, in 2013,
which killed 1,132 people.
According to recent estimates released by the ILO, each year 2.78 million workers
die from occupational accidents and work-related diseases (of which 2.4 million are
disease-related).
About Chernobyl disaster:
In the Chernobyl disaster in April 1986, one of four nuclear reactors at the
Chernobyl power station in Ukraine exploded, releasing at least 100 times more
radiation than the atom bombs dropped on Nagasaki and Hiroshima.
The explosion killed 31 people immediately and thousands of people in the
aftermath.
About International Labour Organization (ILO):
Formation: 29 October 1919
Headquarters: Geneva, Switzerland
Head: Guy Ryder
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Purpose: Promoting jobs, Protecting people

Ukrainian comedian Volodymyr Zelenskiy wins Ukraine presidential election
Ukrainian comedian Volodymyr Zelenskiy, who played president in a TV series, is
set to become the new president of Ukraine.
He received 73.19% of the votes, while his opponent, incumbent President Petro
Poroshenko saw support of 24.48%.
Poroshenko, who was running for his second five-year term, has admitted defeat.
Zelenskiy planned to continue European-backed talks with Russia on a so far
largely unimplemented peace deal and would try to free Ukrainians imprisoned in
Russia, which is holding 24 Ukrainian sailors among others.
About Ukraine:
Capital: Kyiv
Currency: Ukrainian hryvnia

Iranian President Rouhani declared joint border reaction force with Pakistan
Irans President Hassan Rouhani announced that Iran and Pakistan to create a
joint reaction force on the border between the two countries, for combatting
terrorism.
The announcement came during a two-day visit to Iran by Pakistani Prime Minister
Imran Khan, the first of his tenure.
Iran and Pakistan share a 959 km land border.
Balochistan, which borders Afghanistan and Iran, is Pakistan's largest and
poorest province, rife with ethnic, sectarian and separatist insurgencies.
Tehran (in Iran) has been complaining for years about recurring attacks by
Pakistani militants on Iranian security forces.
Pakistan is a close ally of the United States and Saudi Arabia, both of which have
ratcheted up pressure on Iran over its alleged meddling in regional affairs.
Pakistan and Iran are also members of the Economic Cooperation Organization
(ECO) and Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC).
About Pakistan:
Capital: Islamabad
Currency: Pakistani rupee
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President: Arif Alvi
Prime minister: Imran Khan
About Iran:
Capital: Tehran
Currency: Iranian rial
President: Hassan Rouhani
Supreme leader: Ali Khamenei

Referendum on constitutional amendments in Egypt held on April 20-22
Egyptians casted their ballots on 14 amendments to the 2014 charter, which were
overwhelmingly approved by parliament, with 531 out of 596 members voting in
favour, 22 voting against and one abstention.
Amendments:
The amendments include changing the length of presidential terms from four to
six years.
They also extend the second term of President Abdel-Fattah El-Sisi, which is set
to end in 2022, by two years, and allow him to run for office for another term in
2024. The current president can run for a second term of six years, possibly ruling
until 2030.
El-Sisi was first elected president in 2014 and was re-elected last year in a landslide
victory where he secured 97 percent of the vote.
The proposed constitutional amendments included
1. The implementation of a senate,
2. A second chamber for parliament,
3. A womens quota in parliament that designated female presence of no less than
25 percent of the members,
4. The maintenance of youth and special percentages,
5. Appropriate representation of workers, farmers, youth and Copts, extending the
presidential term in office from four to six years, and
6. The appointment of one or more deputies to the president.
About Egypt:
Capital: Cairo
Currency: Egyptian pound
President: Abdel Fattah el-Sisi

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(April 22 - April 28, 2019)

Prime Minister: Mostafa Madbouly

Asian Tea Alliance launched in China
The Asian Tea Alliance (ATA), a union of five tea-growing and consuming
countries, was launched in Guizhou in China.
The members of the alliance are:
1. Indian Tea Association,
2. China Tea Marketing Association,
3. Indonesian Tea Marketing Association,
4. Sri Lanka Tea Board and
5. Japan Tea Association.
Plans for Boosting tea trade:
ATA Plans to work towards enhancing tea trade, cultural exchanges, technology
exchanges as well as globally promoting tea.
It will also work towards enhancing global consumption of tea, while creating a
sustainability agenda for the future of Asian tea.
Background:
The forging of this alliance comes close on the heels of the signing of a
memorandum of understanding in December 2018 between the Indian Tea
Association and China Tea Marketing Association.
The two associations signed the pact to promote green and black tea consumption
in major tea markets of Europe, the U.S., Russia and West Asia, besides India and
China.

Arab League pledged USD 100 million per month to Palestinian Authority
The Arab League has pledged $100 million per month to the Palestinian Authority
(PA) to make up for funds withheld by Israel because of payments made to the
families of Palestinian attackers and prisoners.
Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas addressed the Arab League in Cairo, as
part of a diplomatic effort to rebuff the Trump administrations Middle East peace
plan.
Israel collects taxes on behalf of the PA but withheld $138m in transfers in
February over Palestinian payments to political prisoners jailed for attacks against
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Israelis.
In 1967, Israel illegally occupied the eastern half of Jerusalem, as well as the West
Bank and the Gaza Strip - and in 1980, passed a law declaring Jerusalem as the
eternal and undivided capital of Israel. The Palestinians seek those territories for a
future state.
About Arab League:
It is a regional organization of Arab states in and around North Africa, the Horn of
Africa and Arabia.
It was formed in Cairo on 22 March 1945 with six members: Egypt, Iraq,
Transjordan (renamed Jordan in 1949), Lebanon, Saudi Arabia, and Syria.
Currently, the League has 22 members.
Headquarters: Cairo, Egypt

New community in Golan heights to be named after President Trump
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has announced that he would name
a new community in the Golan Heights after US President Donald Trump.
President Trump has officially recognised the disputed area as Israeli territory.
Israel has also stated that in appreciation of the U.S. president, it intends to name a
proposed train station near Jerusalems Western Wall after him. Israel captured the
Golan from Syria in a 1967 war and annexed it, in a move not recognized
internationally.
The Golan Heights:
Israel seized most of the Golan Heights from Syria in the closing stages of the 1967
Middle East war, and thwarted a Syrian attempt to retake the region during the
1973 war. Golan Heights is located about 60km (40 miles) south-west of the Syrian
capital, Damascus, and covers about 1,200 sq km (400 sq miles). Israel and Syria
remained technically in a state of war.
Syria has always insisted that it will not agree a peace deal with Israel unless it
withdraws from the whole of the Golan. The last US-brokered direct peace talks
broke down in 2000, while Turkey mediated in indirect talks in 2008. There are
more than 30 Israeli settlements in the Golan, which are home to an estimated
20,000 people. The settlements are considered illegal under international law,
although Israel disputes this. The settlers live alongside some 20,000 Syrians, most
of them Druze Arabs, who did not flee when the Golan was captured.
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Russia has successfully tested Akademik Lomonosov
Russia has successfully tested the worlds first floating nuclear power plant
(NPP), Akademik Lomonosov. Reactors of the floating atomic block were
launched in November 2018.The tests confirmed the operational stability of the
main and auxiliary equipment for the plant will be the worlds first fully commercial
operational floating nuclear power plant. All automatic process and control systems
were tested successfully.
Akademik Lomonosov:
Akademik Lomonosovwas built at a shipyard in St.Petersburg since 2008 and was
last summer towed around Scandinavia to Murmansk where the uranium fuel
elements were loaded into the two reactors and testing now has been going on for
nearly a year. The plant will be towed out of Murmansk towards Pevek along the
Northern Sea Route during the sailing season 2019.Providing 70 MW electricity
and 300 MW head, the Akademik Lomonosov will replace the existing Bilbino
nuclear heat- and electricity plant in Pevek.
Russia:
President: Vladimir Putin
Prime Minister: Dmitry Medvedev
Capital: Moscow
Currency: Russian ruble (RUB)

WHO issued first-ever screen time guidelines for children under 5
The UN health agency - World Health Organisation (WHO) has released new
guidelines on physical activity, sedentary and sleep for children under 5 years of
age.
It also issued its first-ever guidance for how much screen time children should be
allowed - limited and none at all for one-year-olds.
New screen time guidelines for children under 5:
Kids under 5 should not spend more than one hour watching screens every day and that less is better.
Infants under 1 year should not be exposed to electronic screens.
WHO stated that ensuring quality sleep, improving physical activity and reducing
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sedentary time in young children will boost their physical, mental health and wellbeing.
This will also help prevent childhood obesity and associated diseases later in life.
Kids between the age of 1 and 3 should spend 3 hours a day doing physical activity.
About World Health Organization:
Headquarters: Geneva, Switzerland
Head: Tedros Adhanom
Founded: 7 April 1948
Goal: To promote and protect health through healthy eating and physical activity

Ukraines Parliament passes law to strengthen Ukrainian language use
Ukraines Parliament on 25th April passed a law enforcing the use of the
Ukrainian language in official settings a move likely to rile Russian-speaking
areas of the country and Moscow. Officials at all levels as well as doctors, teachers,
lawyers, and others, will have to speak Ukrainian or face fines. The law will not
apply to private communications or religious rites. The law makes public
humiliation or neglect of the Ukrainian language a criminal offence.
Lawmakers approved the measure, which also increases the quota for Ukrainianlanguage television and radio programming. This comes just days after Russianspeaking Volodymyr Zelensky was elected President. The law will not be enforced
for three years as centres are set up around the country to support the learning of
Ukrainian language and culture.

India to stop importing crude from Iran
The Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas has taken steps necessary steps to
end the imports from Iran, as the United States refused to extend the sanctions
waiver for India to import crude from Iran. Earlier, India has urged the US to
restore the sanction waivers it has decided to not to proceed with the purchase as
the oil trade cannot happen in anticipation.
Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas has stated that a robust plan for an adequate
supply of crude oil to Indian refineries is in place. It also said that the shortfall will
be met through alternate supply sources available in Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, IJAE
and Mexico.
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India is the world's third-biggest oil consumer. It meets more than 80% of its oil
needs through imports. In 2017-18, Iran was India's third-largest supplier after Iraq
and Saudi Arabia and about 10% of total needs were met through imports from
Iran. India can avail optional volumes from a number of suppliers which it can
exercise to make up for any shortfall from Iran. India also plans to avail the route of
spot market to source crude. But the cause of concern is more related to prices in
India.
When President Trump had first pulled out of the nuclear deal, oil shot up to over
$85 a barrel and it fell to near USD 50 after the US administration unexpectedly
granted the waivers.

US warned Pakistan that it might withhold visas of Pakistanis
The United States has imposed sanctions on Pakistan after it refused to take back
its citizen deportees and visa over-stayers from America. The US warned that it
might withhold visas of Pakistanis beginning from its senior officials.
Pakistan is the latest to join the list of 10 nations that have been imposed with
sanctions under a US law according to which countries refusing to take back
deportees and visa over-stayers will be denied American visas.
The other countries include Ghana, Guyana in 2001, the Gambia in 2016,
Cambodia, Eritrea, Guinea, and Sierra Leone in 2017, Burma and Laos in
2018.
Under Section 243 (d) of the Immigration and Nationality Act, the Secretary of
State is required to discontinue granting immigration or non-immigrant visas to a
nation upon receiving notice from the Homeland Security Secretary that the country
has denied or is unreasonably delaying accepting a citizen, subject, national or
resident of that country.

UN report says pro government forces are responsible for 54 percent of
civilian deaths
A UN report,the international body, said pro-government forces were responsible
for 54% of civilian deaths during the first three months of 2019. The findings
come as civilian casualties fell to their lowest level for the period since 2013.
Both the US and the Taliban have held peace talks since October last year, but
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fighting has continued as both sides look for leverage in negotiations.
The UN, which has been monitoring the conflict since 2009, says between January
and March insurgent groups killed 227 civilians and injured 736 others. In
contrast, Afghan and international forces caused 305 deaths and 303 injuries, a 39%
jump from the same period last year.
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INDIAN AFFAIRS
TCS signed a deal with India Post to transform country's mail delivery system
India's largest IT services company, Tata Consultancy Services (TCS), has
partnered with the Department of Posts in a bid to transform it into
a multi-service digital hub, modernise the delivery of mail and packages, enhance
customer experience, and launch innovative services that will drive new revenues.
In 2013, TCS had announced receiving an over Rs 1,100 crore multi-year
contract from the Department of Posts (DoP) for an end-to-end IT modernisation
programme.
Core System Integration (CSI) program designed and implemented by TCS,
involved deploying an integrated ERP (enterprise resource planning) solution that
caters to mail operations, finance and accounting, and HR functions, and
connects its vast network of more than 150,000 post offices, making this the
largest distributed ePostal network in the world.
TCS is the same company that, along with the Ministry of External Affairs,
revamped Indias passport services through the Passport Seva Kendra (PSK)
initiative and Student Connect.
About Tata Consultancy Services (TCS):
It is an Indian multinational information technology (IT) service and consulting
company.
It is the second largest Indian company by market capitalization.
Founded: 1968
Founders: Faquir Chand Kohli, J. R. D. Tata, Tata Sons
Headquarters: Mumbai
About India Post:
Founded: 1 April 1854
Founder: Government of India
Headquarters: New Delhi
Subsidiary: India Post Payments Bank

Indian Govt extended ban on import of milk products from China
The government extended the ban on import of milk and milk products (including
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chocolates, chocolate products, candies/ confectionary/ food preparations with milk
or milk solids as an ingredient) from China.
The order follows food regulator FSSAI's recommendation that the ban should be
extended till laboratories at ports are "suitably upgraded" for testing presence of
toxic chemical melamine. Melamine is a toxic chemical used for making plastics
and fertilisers.
The ban was first imposed in September 2008 and extended subsequently from time
to time.
The latest ban imposed by the government ended April 23, 2019.
Indias Milk Production:
India is the world's largest producer and consumer of milk.
It produces around 150 million tonne milk annually.
Uttar Pradesh is the leading state in milk production followed by Rajasthan and
Gujarat.

Ministry of Home Affairs introduced SAECKs to investigate sexual assault
cases
The Union Ministry of Home Affairs distributed over 3,100 special kits Sexual
Assault Evidence Collection Kits (SAECKs) to carry out immediate
investigations into sexual assault cases among states and Union Territories. It is
expected that SAECKs can be used for collecting blood and semen samples,
besides other evidence which can be used for investigation purpose.
Sexual Assault Evidence Collection Kits (SAECKs):
SAECKs or rape investigation kits are specially designed kits to carry out
the immediate medico-legal investigation. The kit comprises of a set of test tubes
and bottles, which mention contents and specifications together with instructions on
collection of evidence from the crime scene.
SAECKs also help in furnishing evidence in sexual assault and rape cases. The Kit
comprises of essential items that will aid in furnishing evidence such as blood and
semen samples in sexual assault and rape cases, thus helping the prosecution to
gather evidence against the accused. These kits are also expected to help law
enforcement agencies in ensuring effective investigation in a timely manner for
better prosecution and convictions in sexual assault cases. The SAECKs are being
procured with financial support under the Central government's Nirbhaya
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Fund and the Ministry of Home Affairs has procured 3,120 SAECKs and
distributed these to the states and UTs.
Ministry of Home Affairs:
Formed: 1947
Headquarters: Raisina Hill, New Delhi
Minister responsible:Rajnath Singh
It is responsible for the maintenance of internal security and domestic policy

Ministry of Textiles takes effort to promote speciality fibre in India
The Union Ministry of Textiles is in talks with the Japanese Government and
some companies in the U.S. to support the Indian textile industry with technology
for speciality fibre and related products. Technology is important for speciality
fibre.
Two committees have been formed in regard to this:
1. One for speciality fibre
2. One to see how to take the segment forward
Based on the reports submitted by both the committees, the Ministry had
notified 207 products that classify as technical textiles, mainly for export and
import purposes.
For the Ministry to include more products, the industry must90 a list, the number of
products notified can be expanded regularly.
The Centres of Excellence in the country for technical textilesis to initiate the
process to select some of the prototypes developed so far and give an industry
connect to these products. The Ministry had consulted several other ministries,
departments, and State Governments on technical textiles used in several
applications across sectors.
Ministry of Textiles:
Headquarters: New Delhi
Minister: Smriti Zubin Irani
It is responsible for the formulation of policy, planning, development, export
promotion and regulation of the textile industry in India

Govt. to include the regional language in the medicine labels
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The Ministry of Health and Family Welfare recently recommended that
government procurement agencies should take necessary steps in the tendering
process to include the regional language, along with English in the medicine
labels. The aim is to curb fake, sub-standard and expired drugs. Initially, the
proposal will be implemented for Iron tablets and polio drops as they are the drugs
most commonly administered to children at government centres.
The government is to set up an advisory and a sub-committee which may co-opt
the representatives from the pharmaceutical manufacturing industry and Indian
Pharmaceutical Association for further deliberations on the overall issues related to
labelling requirements of drugs.
The Health Ministry said that if the rollout is successful and the feedback
encouraging, then the proposal could be extended to other medicines. The
government has taken the step to ensure that those seeking drugs under government
schemes have access to all the requisite information about them. The decision to
incorporate regional languages was taken as per the advisory of the Drugs
Technical Advisory Board (DTAB).
About Drugs Technical Advisory Board (DTAB):
It is the highest statutory decision-making body on technical matters related to
drugs in India.It was constituted under the provisions of the Drugs and Cosmetics
Act, 1940.DTAB is part of the Central Drugs Standard Control Organization
(CDSCO) under the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare.
Ministry of Health and Family Welfare:
Formed on: 1976
Headquarters: Raisina Hill, New Delhi
Minister responsible: Jagat Prakash Nadda
It is responsible forthe health policy andall government programs relating
to family planning in India.It is composed of two departments:
1. Departments of Health and Family Welfare
2. Department of Health Research

IEPF claimed the unclaimed deposit from Peerless General Finance
The Investor Education and Protection Fund (IEPF) Authority recovered
deposits worth Rs 1,514 crore from Kolkata-based Peerless General Finance and
Investment Company. This money of depositors was pending with the company for
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the last 15 years.As per the law, a company needs to transfer the amount to IEPF if
it remains unclaimed for a period of seven years. As per the data provided by the
company, 50.77% of the total amount was taken in the form of deposit certificates
of the value of Rs.2,000 or less from investors across 30 States and Union
Territories.
Investor Education and Protection Fund Authority:
IEPF is for promotion of investors awareness and protection of the interests of
investors.Investor Education and Protection Fund (IEPF) was established by the
central government under Section 125 of Companies Act 2013.
It is a statutory body established under the Ministry of Corporate Affairs.The
Secretary in the Ministry of Corporate Affairs is the Chairperson of IEPF.
The authority aims to administer the Investor Education and Protection Fund with
the objective of promoting Investor's Education, Awareness and Protection. It is
empowered to undertake various initiatives to fulfil its objectives through Investor
Awareness Programmes and various other mediums like print, Electronic, Social
Media and Community Radio. Further to enhance its reach, the IEPF Authority is
also in the process of commissioning an online facility to collect primary
information directly from retail investors about the deposits which have matured
and are still pending with various entities for repayment or payment of interests.
Ministry of Corporate Affairs:
Headquarters: New Delhi
Minister responsible: Arun Jaitley
It regulates the functioning of the corporate sector in accordance with law
It is responsible mainly for regulation of Indian enterprises in Industrial and
Services sector

Abhishek Verma won gold in 10m Air Pistol at ISSF World Cup
Abhishek Verma won the 10m air pistol gold medal at the International Shooting
Sport Federation (ISSF) World Cup at Beijing, China. He clinched the top spot
with a total score of 242.7. Russias Artem Chernousov took silver. His brilliant
performance in the Shooting World Cup Final also secured a fifth Olympic quota
for India.
International Shooting Sport Federation (ISSF):
Founded on: 1907
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Sport: Shooting sport
Headquarters: Munich, Germany.
Membership: 150 regions
President: Vladimir Lisin
ISSF is the governing body of the Olympic Shooting events in Rifle, Pistol
and Shotgun disciplines, and of several non-Olympic Shooting sport events
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SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY
Malawi to undertake the RTS, S vaccine
Malawi, the African Nation, is to undertake large scale pilot tests for the world's
most advanced experimental malaria vaccine in a bid to prevent the disease that
kills hundreds of thousands across Africa and Asia every year. The RTS, S
vaccine, the first to give partial protection to children, trains the immune system to
attack the malaria parasite, which is spread by mosquitos.
RTS, S vaccine:
RTS, S vaccine under the trade name Mosquirix has been developed by
GlaxoSmithKline, a Britishpharmaceutical giant, in partnership with the PATH
Malaria Vaccine Initiative.The protein-based RTS, S vaccine went through five
years of clinical trials on 15,000 people in seven countries. The vaccine had a lower
chance of developing malaria and severe malaria. It is the world's first malaria
vaccine that has been shown to provide partial protection against malaria in
young children
Even though the potential vaccine does not give full protection against the
mosquito-borne disease, it is the furthest along in development and so far the most
effective. The pilot tests aim to immunize around 120,000 children aged 2 and
below to assess the effectiveness of the pilot vaccine and whether the delivery
process is feasible. Malaria which spreads to people through the bites of
infected female Anopheles mosquitoes has killed 435,000 people in 2017 alone
and the majority of them were children under 5 in Africa.
Republic of Malawi:
Formerly known asNyasaland
President: Peter Mutharika
Vice-President: Saulos Chilima
Currency: Kwacha (D) (MWK)
Capital: Lilongwe

NASA's InSight mission recently recorded marsquake
NASA's InSight mission has recorded and measured has recently recorded
"marsquake", a quake on the planet Mars, perhaps caused by land tides or
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volcanic eruptions. It is believed to be the first marsquake ever detected.It has
been observed that Mars is still seismically active. Mars is not nearly as
geologically active as Earth and lacks tectonic plates.
Researchers are still analysing the data, as well as three other even fainter seismic
signals detected since mid-March. By analysing marsquakes, scientists hope to
learn more about how rocky planets are formed.
InSight:
Interior Exploration using Seismic Investigations, Geodesy and Heat
Transport - InSight
Mission type: Mars lander
Operator: NASA / JPL
Launch date: 5 May 2018
InSight mission is a robotic lander designed to study the deep interior of the
planet Mars

BepiColombo completes its near Earth commissioning phase and takes its long
cruise
The European Space Agency (ESA) and the Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency
(JAXA)'s BepiColombo mission has successfully completed a series of test. It has
completed its near-Earth commissioning phase and is now ready for the
operations that will take place during the cruise and, eventually, for its scientific
investigations at Mercury.
About the Mission:
BepiColombo is a joint mission of the European Space Agency (ESA) and the
Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency (JAXA) to the planet Mercury. The mission
will undertake a comprehensive study of Mercury, including characterization of its
magnetic field, magnetosphere, and both interior and surface structure.
The mission comprises two satellites launched together:
Mercury Planetary Orbiter (MPO)
Mercury Magnetospheric Orbiter (MMO)
The mission was launched in October 2018 and it is expected to arrive at Mercury
in 2025. Arriving in Mercury orbit on 5 December 2025, the MMO and MPO
satellites will separate and observe Mercury in collaboration for one year, with a
possible one-year extension.
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Later next year BepiColombo will also perform the first of its two flybys of Venus
the second planned for August 2021. The flybys of Venus will provide an
opportunity to operate some of the instruments on both orbiters and to collect
scientifically valuable data to further study this fascinating planet while en route to
the mission's destination Mercury.
Other Missions to Mercury:
Past missions:
Mariner 10 by NASA
MESSENGER by NASA
Ongoing missions:
BepiColombo by ESA and JAXA
Proposed missions:
Mercury-P proposed by Russian Space Agency
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DEFENCE
Navy launched guided missile destroyer INS Imphal under project 15B
Indian Navy chief Admiral Sunil Lanba launched the third ship of Project 15B, a
guided missile destroyer Imphal, at Mazagon Dock Shipbuilders, Mumbai.
The launch weighs 3,037 tonnes.
Project 15B ships have been designed indigenously by the Indian Navys Directorate
of Naval Design. Each ship spans 163 metres in length and 17.4 metres at beam and
displaces 7,300 tonnes. These ships will be propelled by four gas turbines to
achieve speed in excess of 30 knots.
P15B ships will be equipped to carry and operate two multiple role helicopters.
The contract for the construction of four Project 15B destroyers was signed in
2011. The first ship was named INS Visakhapatnam (launched in April 2015) and
the second was named INS Mormugao (launched in September 2016).

Indian Army to induct women as Jawans
The Indian Army has started the process of inducting women as jawans by
starting their online registration for recruitment in the corps of military police. Until
now women were being inducted only as officers and this is the first time they
would be taken in as soldiers.Women will be inducted in a graded manner to
eventually comprise 20% of the total Corps of Military Police and their role will
range from probing crime cases to assisting the army in field operations wherever
required.
Accordingly, the Army chalked out induction of approximately 800 women in
military police with a yearly intake of 52 personnel per year. Currently, women
were allowed in selected areas such as medical, legal, educational, signals and
engineering wings of the Army.
Role of the military police:
The role of military policeincludes:
Policing cantonments and Army establishments
Preventing the breach of rules and regulations by soldiers
Maintaining movement of soldiers as well as logistics during peace and war
Handling prisoners of war
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Extending aid to civil police
Indian Army:
Founded on: 1 April 1895
Part of: Indian Armed Forces
Headquarters: New Delhi
Motto: Service Before Self
Commander-in-Chief: President Ram Nath Kovind
Chief of the Army Staff (COAS): General Bipin Rawat
Vice Chief of the Army Staff (VCOAS): Lieutenant General Devraj Anbu
The primary mission of the Indian Army is to ensure national security and national
unity, defending the nation from external aggression and internal threats, and
maintaining peace and security within its borders.
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AWARDS AND HONOURS
Malayalam film Bhayanakam won best cinematography at 2019 Beijing
International Film Festival
Malayalam film Bhayanakam (Fear) directed by Jayaraj won the best
cinematography award at the Beijing International Film Festival.
The cinematography was done by Nikihil S Praveen.
The film had also won the best cinematography award at the 65th National Film
Awards.
The film portrays the visits of first World War veteran to a small village in the
backwaters of Kerala's Kuttanand as a postman during the World War-II. He shares
with the families the good and bad news of the soldiers who took part in the war.
Bollywood actor Shah Rukh Khan-starrer Zero was screened at the end of the
festival.
The festival also screened five Indian films, including Satyajit Ray's "Pather
Panchali", "Apur Sansar", "Aparajito", the romantic comedy "Love Per Square
Foot", the 2018 Indian romantic comedy and the thriller "Ittefaq".

Rana Dasgupta received the 2019 Rabindranath Tagore Literary Prize
Author Rana Dasgupta was awarded the Rabindranath Tagore Literary Prize
2019 for his 2010 novel Solowhich is a tale of estrangement and the ultimate failure
of material existence. It is the second edition of the Rabindranath Tagore Literary
Prize. The Prize aims to revive poetry and books that can change lives. The prize
consists of an amount of $10,000, a Tagore statue and a certificate for
contribution to literature will be given to the awardee.
Other Awardees:
Yohei Sasakawa, the World Health Organization Goodwill Ambassador for
Leprosy Elimination was awarded for the category of social achievement. He was
recognized for his incredible efforts to uproot leprosy and great contribution to
world peace.
Taiwan President Tsai Ing-wen was awarded as a beacon of democracy.
About the Tagore Awards:
Tagore Prize is founded and launched with a strong vision to be a platform and a
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vehicle for improving and inspiring World Peace, Literature, Art and Education.
The prizes promote the culture and beauty of literature just as Rabindranath Tagore
had taught us to, but also, the culture and society of tolerance, harmony and non discrimination.
Rabindranath Tagore:
Rabindranath Tagore was a Bengali polymath, poet, musician, and artist from the
Indian subcontinent. He reshaped Bengali literature and music, as well as Indian art
with Contextual Modernism in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. Author of the
profoundly sensitive, fresh and beautiful verse of Gitanjali, he became the first nonEuropean to win the Nobel Prize in Literature in 1913.
Tagore's poetic songs were viewed as spiritual and mercurial. He is sometimes
referred to as the Bard of Bengal. His compositions were chosen by two nations as
national anthems: India's Jana Gana Mana and Bangladesh's Amar Shonar
Bangla. The Sri Lankan national anthem was inspired by his work.
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SPORTS
Services lifted Santosh Trophy Football; beat Punjab in final
Services won their sixth Santosh Trophy title with a 1-0 victory over Punjab, at
Ludhiana.
In the semi-finals earlier, eight-time champions Punjab had defeated five-time
winners Goa 2-1 to enter their 15th final.
Services beat Karnataka 4-3 in the semis via a penalty shootout to book a place in
the title clash for the 11th time.
The 201819 Santosh Trophy was the 73rd edition.
About Santosh Trophy:
It is an Indian football tournament in which the states of the country along with
some government institutions participate.
This is held annually since 1941.
Bengal was the first winner of the competition held in 1941.
The trophy is named after the late Maharaja Sir Manmatha Nath Roy
Chowdhary of Santosh, now in Bangladesh.
The runners-up trophy is called Kamla Gupta Trophy, which was donated by
late Dr. S.K. Gupta, former president of the Indian Football Association, in memory
of his wife.
The trophy given to the team finishing third is called Sampangi Cup, which was
presented by the Mysore Football Association (now KFSA) in 1952, in the memory
of Sampangi who was a renowned footballer from Mysore.

Fabio Fognini became the first Italian to win an ATP Masters 1000 title
He achieved this feat at the Monte Carlo Masters by defeating Dusan Lajovic 6-3,
6-4 in one hour and 38 minutes.
Fognini will rise to a career-high ranking of 12.
Fognini had beaten Rafael Nadal in the semi-final.
Fognini earns 1000 ATP Rankings points and receives 958,055 in prize money.
Lajovic gains 600 points and 484,950 for his run to the championship match.
Last time an Italian player Nicola Pietrangeli won the trophy in 1968. This event
held every year at Monte Carlo Country Club.
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Fognini is the eighth player to win his first Masters 1000 title over the past 17
events at the elite level. In the 92 ATP Masters 1000 events prior to 2017 Rome,
only eight players won their first Masters 1000 crown.

Bajrang Punia won gold at the Asian Wrestling Championships 2019
World No.1 Bajrang Punia won Indias first gold medal in the 65 kg category at
the Asian Wrestling Championships 2019 in Xian, China.
Bajrang defeated Sayatbek Okassov of Kazakhstan 12-7 in the final to bag the
medal.
Meanwhile, Praveen Rana settled for silver and Satyavrat Kadian won bronze in
97 kg category.
Apart from these two, in the womens event, Indias top wrestlers Vinesh Phogat,
Sakshi Malik, Pooja Dhanda and Divya Kakran are also in contention.
Asian Wrestling Championships:
Organized by: Asian Associated Wrestling Committee (AAWC).
The men's tournament began in 1979.
The women's tournament was first staged in 1996.
It has been held every year.
2019 Asian Championships Host city: Xi'an, China
Dates: April 2328

IPL 2019 final shifted from Chennai to Hyderabad
The final of the Indian Premier League scheduled for May 12 has been moved to
the Rajiv Gandhi International Stadium in Hyderabad from Chennai after the
Tamil Nadu Cricket Association failed to acquire approval from the local
government to reopen three stands at the M. Chinnaswamy Stadium.
The closure of stands I, J and K, with a combined capacity of 12,000, had robbed
Chennai of matches during the 2016 Twenty20 World Cup.
The last time the stands had been opened was during the India-Australia Test match
in 2013.
While the Chennai Super Kings (CSK) still have a chance to play Qualifier 1 at
home if they finish among the top two teams in the league but the Eliminator (May
8) and Qualifier 2 (May 10) has been shifted to Visakhapatnam.
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Hyderabad only got opportunity to host the final match and not the Eliminator or
Qualifier matches because of the general elections in the city on May 6, 8 and 10.
Meanwhile, the first three-team mini womens IPL will be held from May 6-10 in
Jaipur with a new team Velocity being added to the existing Trailblazers and
Supernovas.
About IPL 2019:
2019 season of the Indian Premier League is the twelfth edition.
It is a professional Twenty20 cricket league established by the Board of Control for
Cricket in India (BCCI) in 2007.
Dates: 23 March12 May 2019
Participants: 8
IPL 2018 Champions: Chennai Super Kings (CSK)

Indian medalists in Asian Athletics Championship 2019
The 2019 Asian Athletics Championships was the 23rd edition of the Asian
Athletics Championships, held from 21 to 24 April 2019 at the Khalifa
International Stadium in Doha, Qatar.
Over 43 nations participated in the event.
It will serve as the test event for the 2019 athletics World Championships which
are being held at the same venue.
Last year, Asian Athletics Championships was held in Bhubaneswar India.
India bagged 17 medals overall, including 3 gold, 7 silver and 7 bronze medals and
finished fourth in the tournament.
China tops the medal table of 2019 Asian Athletics Championships with 29 medals
in total.
Bahrain (22 medals) and Japan (18 medals) secured second and third place
respectively in medal table.
Indias Gold Medal winners at 2019 Asian Athletics Championships:
Gomathi Marimuthu has won Indias first gold medal of the Asian Athletics
Championship 2019, in 800m race, after clocking 2:02.70s.
Tejinder Pal Sing Toor won gold medal in mens shot put event.
PU Chitra won gold in womens 1500m event after clocking 4:14.56s to become
the first Indian athlete to defend her Asian Athletics Championships in the 2019
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meet.
Chitra had won the gold medal in the women's 1500m race in the 2017 Asian
Athletics Championships held in Bhubaneshwar.
Indias Silver Medal winners:

Indias Bronze Medal winners:
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Manu Bhaker, Saurabh Chaudhary won Gold in Shooting World Cup

India's 16-year-old Saurabh Chaudhary and 17-year-old Manu Bhaker won gold
in the 10m Air Pistol mixed team event at the ISSF World Cup 2019 in Beijing.
Bhaker and Chaudhary outshot Jiang Ranxin and Pang Wei of China 16-6 in the
final.
This is the second consecutive gold for Manu Bhaker and Saurabh Chaudhary at
the ISSF World Cup as they had clinched a gold in the same category in the New
Delhi edition of the shooting World Cup in February this year.
Anjum Moudgil and Divyansh Singh Panwar bagged a gold medal in the 10m
Air Rifle Mixed Team event in the same tournament.
About ISSF World Cup 2019:
Governed by: International Shooting Sport Federation (ISSF)
It is the qualification tournaments for the 2020 Olympic Games.
First introduced in: 1986
It is carried out with four competitions per year in each event.
2019 World Cup 1 Venue: New Delhi, India
2019 World Cup 2 Venue: Beijing, China
2019 World Cup 3 Venue: Munich, Germany
2019 World Cup 4 Venue: Rio de Janeiro, Brazil
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OBITUARY
Terry Rawlings, the British film and sound editor has passed away
Terry Rawlings, a British film and sound editor has passed away. He was an Oscar
nominee for his work on Best Picture winner Chariots of Fire,. He was born
in 1933. The 5-time BAFTA nominee also received a career achievement award
from the American Cinema Editors society in 2006.
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SCHEMES
PAN-India Single Emergency Helpline Number 112 joined by 20 states
So far the number of states and Union territories that have joined a pan-India
network of single emergency helpline number 112 amounts to 20.
The 20 states and UTs include Himachal Pradesh, Andhra Pradesh, Uttarakhand,
Punjab, Kerala, Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh, Telangana, Tamil
Nadu, Gujarat, Puducherry, Lakshadweep, Andaman and Nicobar Islands, Dadar
and Nagar Haveli, Daman and Diu, Jammu and Kashmir and Nagaland.
About helpline 112:
The Emergency Response Support System (ERSS) envisages a single pan-India
emergency number 112 that is internationally recognised to target all types of
emergencies.
The helpline, 112 is an integration of police (100), fire (101) and women (1090)
helpline numbers and the project is being implemented under the central
governments Nirbhaya Fund (2012 Delhi gangrape case).
A total of Rs. 321.69 crore has been reserved for this Emergency Response
Support System out of which Rs. 278.66 crore has already been given to the States
and the UTs from the Nirbhaya Fund.
The Nirbhaya Fund was set up by the central government for projects specifically
designed to improve the safety and security of the women.
The single number for emergency services is similar to '911' in the United States.
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APPOINTMENTS / RESIGN
Sri Lankas Defence Secretary resigned after the Easter attacks
Sri Lankas Defence Secretary Hemasiri Fernando resigned on 25th April after
the Easter attacks. He took the responsibility for the deadly serial bombings. The
new Secretary is yet to be named. Mr.Fernando is the first official to step down
after both President Maithripala Sirisena and Prime Minister Ranil Wickremesinghe
said they were unaware of the imminent threat, though the security establishment
had received prior intelligence.
Current scenario after Easter bombings:
The investigators have nabbed 16 persons with possible links to the blasts. Over 60
suspects are already being interrogated. Authorities earlier named the National
Thowheed Jamaath, a radical Islamist group, as the perpetrators. Investigators
have traced its 139 members and are probing their possible links with the Islamic
State that has claimed responsibility.
Sri Lankas Catholic churches and mosques have also decided to remain closed
amidst persisting tension and fear within the community and for security reasons.
The Army, Navy and Air Force have deployed additional troops on the streets.
Following the attacks, Sri Lanka has suspended plans to grant visas on arrival to
citizens of 39 countries for the time being considering the security situation.
The death toll in the Easter Day attacks is around 100 fewer than the 359 originally
thought. The death toll had been revised down to 253 due to inaccurate figures
provided by the morgues.
Sri Lanka:
President: Maithripala Sirisena
Prime Minister: Ranil Wickremesinghe
Capital: Sri Jayawardenepura Kotte
Official languages: Sinhala, Tamil
Currency: Sri Lankan rupee (LKR)

Sri Lankan IGP resigns after the deadly Easter bomb attcks
Sri Lanka's top police official, Inspector General of Police Pujith Jayasundara,
has resigned over failures that led to the deadly Easter bomb attacks.
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Mr.Jayasundara has sent his resignation to the acting defence secretary.
The resignation comes after the country's top defence ministry official, defence
secretary Hemasiri Fernando resigned on 25th April. The new IGP will be
nominated soon. The President's nominee will be confirmed by a constitutional
council.
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IMPORTANT DAYS
World Earth Day observed on April 22
On 22nd April 2009 the United Nations General Assembly adopted a resolution
declaring 22nd April as the International Mother Earth Day.
The term Mother Earth implies the interdependent relationship which exists
between all the species of planet earth and to acknowledge earths role in sustaining
them all.
World Earth Day 2019 theme is Protect Our Species. It will mainly focus on
saving species which are on the verge of extinction due to climate change,
deforestation, pollution and illegal poaching.
The founder of the Earth Day was Gaylord Nelson.
In 2005 the United Nations General Assembly declared 2008 as the International
Year of Planet Earth. The day was adopted with a view to promote education of
earth sciences, acknowledging its importance in sustainable use of natural resources
as well as for sustainable development.
About United Nations General Assembly:
It is one of the six principal organs of the United Nations, the only one in which all
member nations have equal representation.
Founded: 1945
Founder: United Nations
Headquarters: New York, United States
President: Mara Fernanda Espinosa

India observes National Panchayati Raj Day on 24th April
The National Panchayati Raj Dayis celebrated every year in India on 24th April.
The Constitution of India recognizes Panchayats as 'Institutions of selfgovernment'. This day marks the passing of Constitution (73rd Amendment)
Act, 1992 that came into force with effect from 24 April 1993. The Amendment
Act permits states to take steps to organize village panchayats and provide them
with necessary powers and authority necessary to facilitate them to function as
units of self-government.
National Panchayati Raj Day:
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The first National Panchayati Raj Day was celebrated in 2010. The enactment of
the 73rd Amendment Act had led a defining moment in the history of India which
helped in the decentralization of political power to the grassroots level. In turn, it
had led to the institutionalization of Panchayati Raj (PR) through the village,
Intermediate and District level Panchayats.
Constitution (73rd Amendment) Act, 1992:
The Constitution (73rd Amendment) Act, 1992came into force with effect from
24th April, 1993. It has vested constitutional status on Panchayati Raj institutions.It
marks a defining moment in the history of decentralization of political power to the
grassroots level.The 73rd Amendment 1992 added a new Part IX to the constitution
titled The Panchayats covering provisions from Article 243 to 243(O). A
new Eleventh Schedule covering 29 subjects within the functions of the
Panchayats. It implemented article 40 of DPSP which says that State shall take
steps to organize village panchayats and endow them with such powers and
authority as may be necessary to enable them to function as units of selfgovernment.

World Malaria Day observed on April 25
World Malaria Day is an international event observed every year on 25 April, to
spread awareness about malaria disease globally and to promote efforts to prevent
malaria around the world.
World Malaria Day 2019 Theme:
The theme of World Malaria Day 2019 is "Zero malaria starts with me."
World Malaria Day - History:
World Malaria Day was developed from Africa Malaria Day which was first held
in 2008. It is basically an event that had been observed since 2001 by African
governments.
At the 60th session of the World Health Assembly, a meeting sponsored by the
World Health Organisation (WHO) in 2007 proposed that Africa Malaria Day be
changed to World Malaria Day to identify the existence of malaria in the countries
worldwide and to bring awareness among people globally to fight against malaria
disease.
Facts about Malaria:
Malaria is mosquito-borne infectious disease and is caused by the Plasmodium
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parasite. The parasite can be spread to humans through the bites of infected female
Anopheles mosquitoes called malaria vectors.
There are only five types of plasmodium causes malaria in humans namely Plasmodium falciparum, Plasmodium vivax, P. ovale and Plasmodium malariae and
Plasmodium knowlesi.
Malaria is preventable and curable, and increased efforts are dramatically
reducing the malaria burden in many places.
The estimated number of malaria deaths in 2017, at 4,35,000, remained virtually
unchanged over the previous year.

World Intellectual Property Day observed on 26th April
World Intellectual Property Day is observed annually on 26th April. The theme
for 2019 is Reach for Gold: IP and Sports. The event was established by
the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) in 2000. The aim is to
raise awareness of how patents, copyright, trademarks and designs impact on daily
life and to celebrate creativity, and the contribution made by creators and
innovators to the development of societies across the globe. 26 April was chosen as
the date for World Intellectual Property Day because it coincides with the date on
which the Convention Establishing the World Intellectual Property Organization
entered into force in 1970.
World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO):
Formed on: 14 July 1967
Headquarters: Geneva, Switzerland
Director-General: Francis Gurry
Member States: 191
WIPO is one of the 15 specialized agencies of the United Nations (UN). WIPO was
created to encourage creative activity, to promote the protection of intellectual
property throughout the world

World Immunization Week is observed from 24 to 30 April
World Immunization Week 2019 is being observed from 24-30 April. The 2019
theme is Protected Together: Vaccines Work. World Immunization Week aims to
promote the use of vaccines to protect people of all ages against disease.

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(April 22 - April 28, 2019)

Immunization saves millions of lives every year and is widely recognized as one of
the worlds most successful and cost-effective health interventions.
World Immunisation Week 2019 celebrates Vaccine Heroes from around the world
from parents and community members to health workers and innovators who help
ensure that all are protected, at all ages, through the power of vaccines.
World Immunisation Week:
World Immunization Week is a global public health campaign to raise awareness
and increase rates of immunization against vaccine-preventable diseases around
the world. World Immunisation Week is observed by all member states of the
World Health Organization.
Immunization Week was observed simultaneously for the first time in 2012, with
the participation of more than 180 countries and territories worldwide after the
World Health Assembly endorsed World Immunization Week during its May 2012
meeting.
Immunization can protect against 25 different infectious agents or diseases, from
infancy to old age. It plans to demonstrate the value of vaccines for the health of
children, communities and the world.
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AGREEMENTS, MOU
Ministry of AYUSH signs MoU with CSIR for research and modern science
The Ministry of AYUSH signed MoU with the Council of Scientific and
Industrial Research (CSIR) for cooperation in research and education in areas of
traditional systems of medicine and its integration with modern science. The aim is
to bring both Ministry of Ayush and CSIR together to pursue focused R&D efforts
in the domain. Under the MoU, both organizations shall jointly endeavor to pursue:
R&D covering Fundamental research
AYUSH specific diagnostic tools, linking microbiome, gene expression and
Prakriti, multi- ingredient herbal formulations, including their
standardization
Exploring modern scientific methods for integration with traditional Indian
Systems of Medicine (ISM)
Linking disease signatures
Furthering the collaboration in preserving and protecting traditional
knowledge related to the Indian systems of healthcare, through the
existing TKDL platform
Development of international standardized terminologies (disease-morbidity
codes) in Ayurveda, Siddha and Unani (ASU), Database on Medicinal
plants, Foods, etc.
Enhancing the collaboration through joint R&D efforts ranging from fundamental
science to validation and thereafter product development, will significantly help in
the growth of the Indian contributions to the traditional medicines sector, not only
nationally but internationally as well. The MOU also includes the pursuit of Data
mining & analytics and Artificial Intelligence to enable and facilitate concepts such
as Traditional knowledge inspired drug discovery and development and Food
as Medicine.
Ministry of AYUSH:
AYUSH - Ayurveda, Yoga and Naturopathy, Unani, Siddha, and Homoeopathy
It is a governmental body in India purposed with developing, education
and research in the field of alternative medicines including Ayurveda,
yoga, unani, naturopathy, Siddha and homeopathy
Founded on: 9 November 2014
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Headquarters: New Delhi
Minister responsible: Shripad Naik (MOS independent charge)
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QUIZ CORNER
1) What is the theme of 2019 World Earth Day?
A.Trees For the Earth
B.Clear The Air
C.Protect Our Species
D.End Plastic Pollution

Answer C
Explanation World Earth Day 2019 theme is Protect Our Species. It will mainly focus on saving
species which are on the verge of extinction due climate change, deforestation, pollution and
illegal poaching.

2) International Labour Organization listed the Bhopal gas tragedy among the
worlds 'Major Industrial Accidents' in 20th century. Which poisonous gas was
leaked and caused the Bhopal tragedy?
A.Ethyl Isocyanate
B.Methyl Isocyanide
C.Methyl Isocyanate
D.Hydrogen Cyanide

Answer C
Explanation The accident happened at a Union Carbide subsidiary pesticide plant in the city of
Bhopal, India. On the night of 2-3 December 1984, the plant released approximately 40 tonnes of
toxic methyl isocyanate (MIC) gas, exposing more than 5,00,000 people to toxic gases.

3) Who is elected as Judo Union of Asia general secretary?
A.Mukesh Kumar
B.Naresh karthick
C.Vikram Singh
D.Ashok Kumar

Answer A
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Explanation Mukesh Kumar is elected as Judo Union of Asia general secretary.

4) Which Indian film won best cinematography award at 2019 Beijing
International Film Festival?
A.Village Rockstars
B.Bhayanakam
C.Baahubali 2: The Conclusion
D.Aalorukkam

Answer B
Explanation Malayalam film Bhayanakam (Fear) directed by Jayaraj won the best
cinematography award at the Beijing International Film Festival.

5) Ukrainian comedian, who set to become the new president of Ukraine is
_________.
A.Sahle-Work Zewde
B.Petro Poroshenko
C.Volodymyr Zelenskiy
D.Andrzej Duda

Answer C
Explanation Ukrainian comedian Volodymyr Zelenskiy, who played president in a TV series, is
set to become the new president of Ukraine.

6) ECI launched _________
A.Voter Turnout App
B.Citizen Voter Services
C.Electoral - Mobile Seva
D.Voter Helpline

Answer A
Explanation ECI launched Voter Turnout App.
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7) What was the name of the 3rd guided missile destroyer, which was launched
recently under project 15B?
A.INS Imphal
B.INS Visakhapatnam
C.INS Mormugao
D.INS Kochi

Answer A
Explanation Indian Navy chief Admiral Sunil Lanba launched the third ship of Project 15B, a
guided missile destroyer Imphal, at Mazagon Dock Shipbuilders, Mumbai. The first ship was
named INS Visakhapatnam (launched in April 2015) and the second was named INS Mormugao
(launched in September 2016).

8) Which department Proposes New Rules To Tax MNCs And Digital Firms In
India
A.Income Tax Department
B.Ministry of Agriculture.
C.Ministry of Civil Aviation.
D.Ministry of Commerce and Industry

Answer A
Explanation Income Tax Department Proposes New Rules To Tax MNCs And Digital Firms In
India.

9) Which country declared joint border reaction force with Pakistan?
A.Afghanistan
B.Iran
C.China
D.India

Answer B
Explanation Irans President Hassan Rouhani announced that Iran and Pakistan to create a joint
reaction force on the border between the two countries, for combatting terrorism.
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10) Which company signed a deal with India Post to modernise a network of
more than 1,50,000 post offices in India?
A.Tata Consultancy Services (TCS)
B.Cognizant Technology Solutions (CTS)
C.Infosys
D.HCL Technologies

Answer A
Explanation India's largest IT services company, Tata Consultancy Services (TCS), has
partnered with the Department of Posts in a bid to transform it into a multi-service digital hub,
modernise the delivery of mail and packages, enhance customer experience, and launch
innovative services that will drive new revenues.

11) Santosh Trophy is related to which sports?
A.Badminton
B.Cricket
C.Football
D.Chess

Answer C
Explanation Santosh Trophy is an Indian football tournament in which the states of the country
along with some government institutions participate. This is held annually since 1941.

12) How many medals did India bag on the opening day of Asian Athletics
Championships 2019?
A.Four
B.Six
C.Three
D.Five

Answer D
Explanation India won five medals, including two silver and three bronze medals on the opening
day of Asian Athletics Championships 2019. Javelin thrower Annu Rani and 3000-meter steeple
chaser Avinash Sable won the silver medals. Quartermiler M P Poovamma, 5000-meter runner
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Parul Choudhary and 10000-meter runner Gavit Murali Kumar bagged a bronze each.

13) Who is the president of Egypt?
A.Mahmoud El-Sharif
B.Abdel Fattah el-Sisi
C.Mostafa Madbouly
D.Hassan Rouhani

Answer B
Explanation The current president of Egypt is Abdel Fattah el-Sisi, elected in 2014.

14) Who won Indias first gold medal at the Asian Wrestling Championships
2019?
A.Vinesh Phogat
B.Praveen Rana
C.Bajrang Punia
D.Sakshi Malik

Answer C
Explanation World No.1 Bajrang Punia won Indias first gold medal in the 65 kg category at the
Asian Wrestling Championships 2019 in Xian, China.

15) Ministry of AYUSH signed MoU with _________ for cooperation in areas
of traditional systems of medicine and its integration with modern science.
A.National Medical Research Institute (NMRI)
B.National Institute of Science Education and Research (NISER)
C.Council of Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR)
D.Jawaharlal Nehru Centre for Advanced Scientific Research (JNCASR)

Answer C
Explanation The Ministry of AYUSH signed MoU with the Council of Scientific and Industrial
Research (CSIR) for cooperation in research and education in areas of traditional systems of
medicine and its integration with modern science. The aim is to bring both Ministry of Ayush and
CSIR together to pursue focused R&D efforts in the domain.
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16) Arab League pledged _________ per month to Palestinian Authority.

A.USD 100 million
B.USD 200 million
C.USD 150 million
D.USD 125 million

Answer A
Explanation The Arab League has pledged $100 million per month to the Palestinian Authority
(PA) to make up for funds withheld by Israel because of payments made to the families of
Palestinian attackers and prisoners.

17) When does India observe the National Panchayati Raj Day?
A.April 22
B.April 24
C.April 26
D.April 30

Answer B
Explanation The National Panchayati Raj Diwas (Day) is celebrated every year in India on 24th
April. The Constitution of India recognizes Panchayats as 'Institutions of self-government'.

18) Volcanoes that erupted in historical times but are now quiet is called
__________ volcano.
A.dormant
B.active
C.extinct
D.calm

Answer A
Explanation A popular way of classifying magmatic volcanoes is by their frequency of eruption,
with those that erupt regularly called active, those that have erupted in historical times but are
now quiet called dormant or inactive, and those that have not erupted in historical times called
extinct.
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19) Mount Agung which erupted recently is located in _________.
A.Honshu Island, Japan
B.Bali, Indonesia
C.The Democratic Republic of the Congo
D.Caldera, Italy

Answer B
Explanation Mount Agung is an active volcano in Bali of Indonesia.

20) Which Country is to undertake malaria vaccine in a bid to prevent the
disease that kills young children across Africa and Asia?
A.Uganda
B.Algeria
C.Nigeria
D.Malawi

Answer D
Explanation Malawi, the African Nation, is to undertake large scale pilot tests for the world's
most advanced experimental malaria vaccine in a bid to prevent the disease that kills hundreds of
thousands across Africa and Asia every year.

21) Which of the following is the world's most advanced experimental vaccine
to provide partial protection against malaria in young children?
A.RTS,S vaccine
B.Varicella vaccine
C.DTaP vaccine
D.Polysaccharide vaccine

Answer A
Explanation RTS,S vaccine under the trade name Mosquirix has been developed by British
pharmaceutical giant GlaxoSmithKline in partnership with the PATH Malaria Vaccine Initiative.
It is the world's first malaria vaccine that has been shown to provide partial protection against
malaria in young children. Even though the potential vaccine does not give full protection against
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the mosquito-borne disease, it is the furthest along in development and so far the most effective.

22) Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana (PMJDY) was launched in
___________.
A.2016
B.2012
C.2014
D.2015

Answer C
Explanation PMJDY was launched on August 28, 2014 with an aim to provide universal access
to banking facilities to all households. The total deposits in bank accounts opened under the Jan
Dhan scheme are set to cross Rs 1 lakh crore soon.

23) What is the theme of World Malaria Day 2019?
A.Ready to beat malaria
B.End Malaria For Good
C.Zero malaria starts with me
D.Counting malaria out

Answer C
Explanation The theme of World Malaria Day 2019 is Zero malaria starts with me. World
Malaria Day is an international event observed every year on 25 April, to spread awareness about
malaria disease globally and to promote efforts to prevent malaria around the world.

24) Which central Bank became the first Asia-Pacific (APAC) central bank to
begin interest rate easing cycle?
A.Reserve Bank of Australia
B.People's Bank of China
C.Bank of Russia
D.Reserve Bank of India

Answer D
Explanation According to Fitch Ratings - APAC (Asia-Pacific) sovereign credit overview report,
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the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) is the first central bank in the Asia Pacific region to begin an
explicit interest rate easing cycle buoyed by benign food inflation and easier global financial
condition.

25) How many medals were bagged by India in Asian Athletics
Championships 2019?
A.18
B.15
C.17
D.22

Answer C
Explanation India bagged 17 medals overall, including 3 gold, 7 silver and 7 bronze medals.
India end at fourth place in the medal tally. China tops the medal table of 2019 Asian Athletics
Championships with 29 medals in total. Bahrain (22 medals) and Japan (18 medals) secured
second and third place respectively in medal table.

26) Which Country ranked first in the countries for startup environment of
global countries as per the StartupBlink report?
A.US
B.UK
C.Canada
D.Israel

Answer A
Explanation The United States ranked first in the countries for the startup environment of global
countries as per the StartupBlink report.

27) India ranked _________ in the countries for startup environment of global
countries as per the StartupBlink.
A.5th
B.12th
C.17th
D.22nd
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Answer C
Explanation India ranked 17th in the countries for the startup environment of global countries as
per the StartupBlink. The challenge before India is to improve the overall quality of startups and
increase the number of unicorns than currently exist.

28) Which of the following mission of NASA recently recorded marsquake, a
quake on the planet Mars?
A.MAVEN
B.Mars Orbiter Mission
C.Curiosity
D.InSight

Answer D
Explanation NASA's InSight mission has recorded and measured has recently recorded
"marsquake", a quake on the planet Mars, perhaps caused by land tides or volcanic eruptions. It is
believed to be the first marsquake ever detected.

29) Which country successfully tested the worlds first floating nuclear power
plant (NPP)?
A.China
B.Russia
C.India
D.US

Answer B
Explanation Russia has successfully tested the worlds first floating nuclear power plant (NPP),
Akademik Lomonosov. Reactors of the floating atomic block were launched in November 2018.

30) What is the rank of India in Asian Athletics Championships 2019 held in
Doha, Qatar?
A.Second
B.Fourth
C.Third
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D.First

Answer B
Explanation India bagged 17 medals overall, including 3 gold, 7 silver and 7 bronze medals and
finished fourth in the 2019 Asian Athletics Championships.

31) Who won the Rabindranath Tagore Literary Prize 2019?
A.Meghna Pant
B.Rana Dasgupta
C.Avalok Langer
D.Janice Pariat

Answer B
Explanation Author Rana Dasgupta was awarded the Rabindranath Tagore Literary Prize 2019
for his 2010 novel Solo which is a tale of estrangement and the ultimate failure of material
existence.

32) Who is the first non-European to win the Nobel Prize in Literature in
1913?
A.Ramdhari Singh Dinkar
B.Kailash Satyarthi
C.Akilan
D.Rabindranath Tagore

Answer D
Explanation Rabindranath Tagore is the first non-European to win the Nobel Prize in Literature
in 1913.

33) Which company recently became world's third company to hit USD 1
trillion value?
A.Apple
B.Microsoft
C.Amazon
D.Walmart
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Answer B
Explanation Microsoft became world's third company to be worth $1 trillion. The stock was last
up 3.9% at $129.84 on Nasdaq, giving it a valuation of $996.16 billion. It's the third company to
achieve this milestone, following Apple, which hit the mark in August 2018, and Amazon, which
earned that valuation in September 2018.

34) Which of the following is the proposed Mercury Mission by the Russian
Space Agency?
A.Mariner 10
B.MESSENGER
C.BepiColombo
D.Mercury-P

Answer D
Explanation Mercury-P is the proposed Mercury Mission by the Russian Space Agency.

35) After the Easter attacks in Sri Lanka, the Country's Defence Secretary
took responsibility for the disaster and resigned his position is _________.
A.Hemasiri Fernando
B.D.M.Jayaratne
C.Ratnasiri Wickremanayake
D.Dingiri Banda

Answer A
Explanation Sri Lankas Defence Secretary Hemasiri Fernando resigned on 25th April after the
Easter attacks. He took the responsibility for the deadly serial bombings. The new Secretary is yet
to be named.

36) What is the current status of Indian Army in inducting women as jawans?
A.Started to induct
B.It will not induct
C.Discussion is still on
D.None of the above
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Answer A
Explanation The Indian Army has started the process of inducting women as jawans by starting
their online registration for recruitment in the corps of military police. Until now women were
being inducted only as officers and this is the first time they would be taken in as soldiers.

37) when is the World Intellectual Property Day celebrated?
A.2nd April
B.10th April
C.17th April
D.26th April

Answer D
Explanation World Intellectual Property Day is observed annually on 26 April. The theme for
2019 is Reach for Gold: IP and Sports. The event was established by the World Intellectual
Property Organization (WIPO) in 2000.

38) Which of the following is a mission to Mercury?
A.CassiniHuygens mission
B.Voyager 2 mission
C.Parker mission
D.BepiColombo mission

Answer D
Explanation BepiColombo is a joint mission of the European Space Agency (ESA) and the
Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency (JAXA) to the planet Mercury.

39) What is the theme of World Immunization Week 2019?
A.Close the immunization gap
B.Are you up-to-date
C.Protect your world get vaccinated
D.Protected Together: Vaccines Work

Answer D
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Explanation World Immunization Week 2019 is being observed from 24-30 April. The 2019
theme is Protected Together: Vaccines Work. World Immunization Week aims to promote the
use of vaccines to protect people of all ages against disease.

40) When is the World Immunization Week 2019 observed?
A.Last week of March
B.Second week of April
C.Last week of April
D.First week of May

Answer C
Explanation World Immunization Week 2019 is being observed from 24-30 April (last week of
April). The 2019 theme is Protected Together: Vaccines Work. World Immunization Week aims
to promote the use of vaccines to protect people of all ages against disease.

41) Which of the following Country recently passed a law that enforces the use
of the Ukrainian language in official settings?
A.Russia
B.Ukraine
C.Moldova
D.Belarus

Answer B
Explanation Ukraines Parliament on 25th April passed a law enforcing the use of the Ukrainian
language in official settings a move likely to rile Russian-speaking areas of the country and
Moscow.

42) What is the Capital of Ukraine?
A.Kiev
B.Kharkiv
C.Odessa
D.Dnipro

Answer A
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Explanation Kiev is the Capital of Ukraine.

43) Recently the Investor Education and Protection Fund (IEPF) Authority
recovered deposits worth Rs.1,514 crore from _________.
A.Exide Industries
B.Mcleod Russel India
C.Hindusthan National Glass & Industries
D.Peerless General Finance & Investment Company

Answer D
Explanation The Investor Education and Protection Fund (IEPF) Authority recovered deposits
worth Rs 1,514 crore from Kolkata-based Peerless General Finance and Investment Company.

44) Investor Education and Protection Fund (IEPF) was established by the
central government under Section 125 of _________.
A.Companies Act 2019
B.Companies Act 2013
C.Companies Act 1975
D.Companies Act 1956

Answer B
Explanation IEPF is for promotion of investors awareness and protection of the interests of
investors. Investor Education and Protection Fund (IEPF) was established by the central
government under Section 125 of Companies Act 2013.

45) The MInister responsible for the Ministry of Corporate Affairs is
_________.
A.Raj Nath Singh
B.Suresh Prabhu
C.Arun Jaitley
D.Sushma Swaraj

Answer C
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Explanation The Minister responsible for the Ministry of Corporate Affairs is Arun Jaitley.

46) India is to stop importing crude from _________ as US refused to extend
the sanctions waiver.
A.Iran
B.Saudi Arabia
C.Kuwait
D.Mexico

Answer A
Explanation The Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas has taken steps necessary steps to end
the imports from Iran, as the United States refused to extend the sanctions waiver for India to
import crude from Iran. Earlier, India has urged the US to restore the sanction waivers it has
decided to not to proceed with the purchase as the oil trade cannot happen in anticipation.

47) US _________ to extend the sanctions waiver for India to import crude
from Iran.
A.accepted
B.refused
C.did not respond
D.None of these

Answer B
Explanation United States has refused to extend the sanctions waiver for India to import crude
from Iran.

48) Which of the following launched the Malaria Elimination Research
Alliance (MERA) India?
A.Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR)
B.Institute of Bio-Medical Research (IBMR)
C.National Institute of Epidemiology (NIE)
D.Jawaharlal Institute of Postgraduate Medical Education and Research (JIPMER)

Answer A
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Explanation The Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) has launched the Malaria
Elimination Research Alliance (MERA) India which is a conglomeration of partners working on
malaria control in order to eliminate the disease from India by 2030.

49) When is the World Veterinary Day celebrated?
A.12th April
B.16th April
C.22nd April
D.28th April

Answer D
Explanation The World Veterinary Day 2019 is observed on 28th April. It is an opportunity to
celebrate the contributions of veterinarians to the health of animals and society.

50) What is the theme of the World Veterinary Day 2019?
A.Value of Vaccination
B.Quality care
C.Enriching the lives
D.Care as if

Answer A
Explanation The World Veterinary Day 2019 is observed on 28th April. It is an opportunity to
celebrate the contributions of veterinarians to the health of animals and society. The theme for the
day is the Value of Vaccination. The day is initiated by the World Veterinary Association.

51) Under what species does the newly identified 90 million year old crab fall?
A.Portunus trituberculatus
B.Callichimaera perplexa
C.Chionoecetes
D.Callinectes sapidus

Answer B
Explanation Alberta University paleontologists have discovered coin-sized cartoon-eyed crab
species Callichimaera perplexa, a small and pocket-size crab, through 90-95 million-year-old
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fossilized remains.

52) Who is appointed as the technical director by AIFF?
A.Jorge Castelo
B.Gaioz Darsadze
C.Scott ODonnell
D.Doru Isac

Answer D
Explanation All India Football Federation (AIFF) appointed Romanian Doru Isac as the
technical director of for a three-year tenure.

53) Who claimed the inaugural Asian Snooker Tour title?
A.Pankaj Advani
B.Ehsan Heydari Nezhad
C.Aung Phyo
D.Judd Trump

Answer A
Explanation Indias ace cueist Pankaj Advani claimed the inaugural Asian Snooker Tour title at
Bengaluru, Karnataka. He secured 6-4 and defeated Ehsan Heydari Nezhad of Iran.

54) When is the World Day for Safety and Health at Work observed?
A.24th April
B.25th April
C.27th April
D.28th April

Answer D
Explanation World Day for Safety and Health at Work is a UN international day that is
celebrated every April 28. It is an annual international campaign to promote safe, healthy and
decent work. It has been observed by the International Labour Organization (ILO) since 2003.
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55) Who is the President of Seychelles?
A.Vincent Meriton
B.James Michel
C.Danny Faure
D.James Mancham

Answer C
Explanation Danny Faure is the President of Seychelles.

56) Who is appointed as India's High Commissioner to the island nation
Seychelles?
A.Dalbir Singh Suhag
B.Navdeep Suri
C.Sanjay Rana
D.Renu Pall

Answer A
Explanation Former Indian Army Chief General (Retired) Dalbir Singh Suhag was appointed as
India's High Commissioner to the island nation Seychelles on April 25, 2019. He is expected to
take up the assignment shortly.

57) Who has been named as the International Press Institute's 2019 World
Press Freedom Hero?
A.American journalist Bob Woodward
B.Pakistani journalist Cyril Almeida
C.British journalist Louis Sebastian Theroux
D.Indian reporter Shereen Bhan

Answer B
Explanation Pakistani journalist Cyril Almeida has been named as the International Press
Institute's 2019 World Press Freedom Hero. He is known for his courageous and hard-hitting
coverage of civil-military tensions in the South Asian country.
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58) Which popular National Award-winning filmmaker won the Master
Deenanath Mangeshkar Award 2019?
A.Jayaraj
B.Rajesh Mapuskar
C.Sanjay Leela Bhansali
D.Madhur Bhandarkar

Answer D
Explanation The prestigious Master Deenanath Mangeshkar Award 2019 was awarded to
National Award-winning filmmaker Madhur Bhandarkar. The award aims to encourage legends
from the fields of music, drama, art and social work.

59) Which popular scriptwriter won the Master Deenanath Mangeshkar
Award 2019?
A.Javed Akhtar
B.Salim Khan
C.Mani Ratnam
D.Rajkumar Hirani

Answer B
Explanation The prestigious Master Deenanath Mangeshkar Award 2019 was awarded to
popular scriptwriter Salim Khan.

60) The new 20 denomination banknote has a motif of ________ on the
reverse, depicting the country's cultural heritage.
A.Ellora Caves
B.Ajanta Caves
C.Agra Fort
D.Fatehpur Sikri

Answer A
Explanation The new 20 denomination banknote has a motif of Ellora Caves on the reverse,
depicting the country's cultural heritage.
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61) Who won gold in 10m air pistol at the International Shooting Sport
Federation (ISSF) World Cup?
A.Abhishek Verma
B.Artem Chernousov
C.Jitu Rai
D.Vijay Kumar

Answer A
Explanation Abhishek Verma won the 10m air pistol gold medal at the ISSF World Cup at
Beijing, China.
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