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BANKING & FINANCE
HDFC Bank tops Forbes' list of best Indian banks 2019
Forbes has compiled a first-ever list of the World's Best Bank 2019 in terms of
customer services and technological advancements.
The private lender, HDFC Bank, was ranked at the top of the Forbes Best Indian
Banks 2019 list. HDFC Bank claims to provide the best of its technological features
to its 43 million customers.
Another private lender ICICI Bank took the second spot, while DBS was at the
third rank in Forbes list of Indian banks.
Kotak Mahindra Bank and IDFC Bank had managed to gain the fourth and fifth
spot respectively.
Syndicate Bank, PNB, Allahabad Bank, Vijaya Bank and Axis Bank were ranked
from sixth to tenth respectively.
Forbes had partnered with Statista, a market research company, to measure the best
banks in 23 countries.
The survey compiled data from around 40,000 customers around the world for their
opinions on their banking relationships.
The banks were rated on the basis of 5 key attributes - trust, digital services,
financial advice and fees.
About HDFC bank:
HDFC Bank is Indias largest private sector lender by assets.
CEO: Aditya Puri
Headquarters: Mumbai
Founded: August 1994, India
It has a presence in Bahrain, Hong Kong and Dubai.

RBI granted 12 years to LIC to bring down its stake in IDBI Bank
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI), which classified IDBI as a private sector
bank last month, has granted Life Insurance Corporation (LIC) with 12 years to
cut its stake in the bank by 10 percent.
RBI has stipulated that after 12 years LIC has to reduce stake in IDBI Bank by 10
per cent to 40 per cent.
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LIC is the major shareholder of IDBI Bank. It has a 51 per cent stake in the Bank.
The government is the other major investor in IDBI Bank owning 46.46 per cent
while the rest is with the public.
As per the Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority (IRDAI), LIC can
hold up to 15 percent stake in any bank which can go up to 30 percent as per the
board approval. But the insurance regulator has allowed LIC to invest up to 51
percent in IDBI Bank last year.
About Life Insurance Corporation:
Headquarters: Mumbai
Owner: Government of India
Founder: Government of India
Founded: 1 September 1956
Interim chairman: Hemant Bhargava
About Reserve Bank of India:
Headquarters: Mumbai
Founder: British Raj
Founded: 1 April 1935, Kolkata
Governor: Shaktikanta Das
Subsidiary: National Housing Bank (NHB)
About IDBI Bank:
IDBI Full Form- Industrial Development Bank of India
Headquarters: Mumbai
Founded: 1 July 1964

NBFCs, MFIs raised Rs.26,000 crore through Securitisation
Non-banking finance companies (NBFCs) and microfinance companies (MFIs)
raised about Rs.26,200 crore through securitisation in FY19, despite tight
liquidity conditions. It is a growth of 170% over FY18.In FY18, NBFCs and MFIs
raised Rs.9,700 crore through securitisation. The sectors faced tight liquidity
conditions in FY19 after a series of defaults by Infrastructure Leasing and Finance
Services (IL&FS).
A report by rating agency Icra stated that their reliance on the securitisation route to
raise funds increased to help meet their growth targets in FY19.In FY18 and
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H1FY19, securitisation contributed to only 18-20% of the overall disbursements.
However, this number leapfrogged to 37% and an estimated 50% in the third and
fourth quarters of FY19, respectively.
Investors were also comfortable buying retail loan portfolios originated by these
entities as opposed to taking direct on-balance sheet credit exposure, especially for
small and medium sized entities.
What is Securitisation?
Pooling various types of contractual debt (such as residential mortgages,
commercial mortgages, auto loans or credit card debt obligations) and selling their
related cash flows to third party investors as securities, which may be described as
bonds, pass-through securities, or collateralized debt obligations (CDOs)
Investors are repaid from the principal and interest cash flows collected from the
underlying debt and redistributed through the capital structure of the new financing
Securities backed by mortgage receivables are called mortgage-backed securities
(MBS), while those backed by other types of receivables are asset-backed
securities (ABS)

ADB committed highest-ever USD 3 billion in sovereign loans to India
Asian Development Bank (ADB) committed a total of USD 3.88 billion, including
sovereign loans and co-financing to India during the year ended December 2018.
This is the highest level of assistance since sovereign operations began in the
country in 1986.
Private sector operations reached USD 3.14 billion, a 37 per cent increase from
2017, which is 14.5 per cent of ADB's overall commitment.
Projects Committed by ADB in India:
ADB committed several projects in India, including in Bihar, Himachal Pradesh,
Madhya Pradesh, Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, Assam and Odisha.
In India, ADB provided a USD 100-million loan to Ostro Kutch Wind, a
renewable energy company owned by investment funds under the management of
Actis Capital, for constructing and operating a 250-megawatt wind power project
in Gujarat.
Among others, ADB also provided USD 30 million in equity and USD 20 million
in debt security to Annapurna Finance, a microfinance company.
In March 2018, ADB signed a cooperation arrangement with the International
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Solar Alliance, headquartered in India, to promote solar energy deployment across
Asia and the Pacific, particularly in South Asia.
Major objectives of the International Solar Alliance include global deployment of
over 1,000 gigawatt of solar generation capacity and investment of over USD 1
trillion into solar energy by 2030.
About ADB:
ADB - Asian Development Bank
Established on: 19 December 1966
Purpose: Economic development
Headquarters: Mandaluyong, Philippines
President: Takehiko Nakao
Membership: 68 countries

Exim Bank funded projects worth USD 267 million in Rwanda
India's Export Import Bank (Exim Bank) has provided soft loans of USD 266.60
million to Rwanda for various projects.
The funding, done in three separate tranches to Rwanda, is to support:
1) agricultural projects,
2) development of special economic zones (SEZs) and
3) for financing road project in the African nation.According to the agreements,
Exim Bank will provide
1) USD 100 million for financing the development of two SEZs (Special
Economic Zones) and expansion of the Kigali SEZ in Rwanda;
2) USD 100 million for financing three agriculture project schemes -Warufu Multipurpose Project,
Mugesera Irrigation Project and
Nyamukana
Irrigation
3) While
USD 66.60
millionProject.
will be funded for the Base-Butaro-Kidaho Road
Project.
All the three funding project agreements between Exim Bank and the Government
of Rwanda have been put to effect from April 2, 2019.
About Rwanda:
Capital: Kigali
Currency: Rwandan franc
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President: Paul Kagame
Prime Minister: douard Ngirente
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BUSINESS & ECONOMY
Wholesale price inflation increased to 3.18 percent in March
Wholesale price inflation increased to 3.18% in March on costlier food and
fuel.The Wholesale Price Index (WPI) based inflation was at 2.93% and 2.76% in
February and January 2019, respectively, and 3.46% in December 2018. It was
2.74% in March 2018.
Inflation in Categorywise:
Food articles:
Inflation in the food articles basket hardened to 5.68% during March 2019 as
against 4.28% in February, as prices of vegetables raised high.
Vegetable inflation was at 28.13% in March, up from 6.82% in the previous
month. However, inflation in potato cooled substantially to 1.30%, from 23.40% in
February.
Pulses and wheat witnessed some cooling in inflation at 10.63% and 10.13%,
respectively.
In protein-rich items such as egg, meat and fish saw inflation fall to 5.86% during
March.
Fuel and power:
In this category, the inflation spiked to 5.41%, from 2.23% in February.
Inflation in diesel shot up to 7.33% during the month from 3.72% in February. In
petrol, inflation was 1.78% in March, as against a deflation of 2.93% in February.
Wholesale Price Index (WPI):
The price of a representative basket of goods at the wholesale stage is referred to as
the Wholesale Price Index. It consists of over 2400 commodities. Wholesale goods
refer to goods which are sold in bulk and are traded between different corporations
and not consumers. The price of goods traded between consumers is called the
consumer price index. WPI is used by the Government of India and the Reserve
Bank of India to frame the monetary and fiscal policies.
What is Inflation?
An increase in the general level of prices in an economy is termed as inflation. If
the price of one good has gone up it is not inflation, inflation occurs only when the
prices of most goods have gone up.Inflation leads to a decrease in the purchasing
power of the currency which means that the same amount of money will buy fewer
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goods.
The modern economists say that inflation occurs as a result of the creation of extra
purchasing power to the consumer over the same level of production. This means
that extra money is generated in the economy without an increase in the level of
production.

PSEs gets 12 months to monetise non core assets
The Union Cabinet announced that the Public Sector companies will have 12
months to monetise(convert something into or express in the form of currency
)non-core assets identified by a ministerial panel headed by the finance minister.
On failing, the finance ministry may restrict budgetary allocations to the Central
Public Sector Enterprises (CPSEs).
The Department of Investment and Public Asset Management (DIPAM) issued
guidelines for monetisation of non-core assets of CPSEs and immovable enemy
properties.
The New guidelines:
According to the guidelines, an inter-ministerial group (IMG) chaired by the
secretary of DIPAM will identify the non-core assets of the CPSEs on its
own, and also on the basis of recommendations of the Niti Aayog
Once the panel, comprising the finance minister, road transport minister and
the minister of the administrative ministry concerned, approves the assets for
monetisation, it should be completed within 12 months from the date of
approval
This will be the target to be achieved by the CPSEs as part of the
memorandum of understanding with the Department of Public Enterprises
(DPE)
The Department of Expenditure and Department of Economic
Affairs may consider any proposal from the CPSE/administrative ministry
for budgetary support only after looking at the achievement of asset
monetisation target by the CPSE
Performance of contract management will be considered before sanctioning
any government budgetary support

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(April 15 - April 21, 2019)

Jet Airways sought Rs.400 crore infusion to avert shutdown
The Jet Airways board authorised its management, headed by chief executive
officer Vinay Dube, to engage with lenders to secure at least a few hundred crore
rupees of interim funding to continue operations till a new owner comes on board.
The board also authorised the CEO to take the final call on the airlines operations.
Armed with this, the CEO approached the lenders to release Rs.400 crore for the
sake of the employees and to prevent a shutdown. Jet requires at least Rs.1,000
crore to meet its immediate needs.
In view of the critical liquidity position of the company, its operations have been
severely impacted. It is awaiting emergency liquidity support from the consortium
of domestic lenders led by the State Bank of India.
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INTERNATIONAL
UN owes India USD 38 million for peacekeeping operations
United Nations (UN) owes India USD 38 million, the highest it has to pay to any
country, for the peacekeeping operations as of March 2019.
In a report on improving the financial situation of the world body, as of March 31,
2019, the total amount payable to troop- and police-contributing countries with
respect to active peacekeeping missions was USD 265 million.
Of this, the UN owes USD 38 million to India, followed by Rwanda (USD 31
million), Pakistan (USD 28 million), Bangladesh (USD 25 million) and
Nepal (USD 23 million).
The arrears to troop- and police-contributing (TCCs/PCCs) countries could
increase to USD 588 million by June 2019 in the worst-case scenario.
World bodys cash balance in negative:
UN had a positive cash balance of USD 412 million at the end of 2010 but finished
2018 with a negative cash balance of USD 323 million - a decrease of USD 735
million in an eight-year period.
Regular budget assessments are issued at beginning of each year and member
states are required to pay their contributions in full within 30 days.
In 2017 and 2018, 73 member states had paid their contributions in full by the end
of the first quarter, compared with 62 in 2016 and 67 in 2015. So far, 74 member
states have paid in full in 2019
US is responsible for 22 per cent of the USD 5.4 billion regular budget for 2018
and 2019 and more than 28 per cent of the USD 6.7 billion peacekeeping
budget for the year to June 30.
About United Nations:
It is an intergovernmental organization that was tasked to maintain international
peace and security, develop friendly relations among nations.
Founded: 24 October 1945
Headquarters: New York, United States
Secretary general: Antnio Guterres
Membership: 193 member states + 2 observer states

Iran passes bills that labels U.S. forces as terrorist
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Irans lawmakers approved a bill labeling U.S. forces in West Asia (Middle
East) as terrorist. This move comes a day after the U.S. terrorism designation
for Irans Revolutionary Guard formally took effect.
Iran's Defense Minister Gen. Amir Hatami introduced the bill authorizing the
government to act firmly in response to terrorist actions by U.S. forces. It demands
authorities use legal, political and diplomatic measures to neutralize the American
move, without elaborating.
The U.S. move aims at thwarting Irans influence and shows that Americas
longstanding sanctions against Iran have become ineffective.
About Iran:
Capital: Tehran
Supreme Leader: Ali Khamenei
President: Hassan Rouhani
Currency: Rial (IRR)
Official languages: Persian

U.S. Mulls Iran Sanctions, Oil import may be reduced
India is working closely with the U.S. to ensure that two upcoming deadlines in
early May, for the extension of the Iran oil sanctions waive and the final
decision on withdrawing Indias preferential Generalised System of
Preferences (GSP) status, end positively for the government.While the decision
on the GSP could be deferred until after elections, the discussions on the Iran oil
sanctions waiver have indicated an extension is likely, with India allowed a lower
quantity of oil imports from Iran.
The Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) had said both sides had been
continuously engaged on the issue of Indias oil imports from Iran since
November.India, Turkey, and China remain the only countries with significant
imports. After initial defiance, the Modi government has softened its stand in
negotiations for the sanctions waiver from America.The U.S. is considering an
extension of the six-month waiver, but reducing the quantity of oil India can import
from the previous allowance of nine million barrels a month. The waiver lapses on
May 4.
What is Generalized System of Preferences (GSP)?
The Generalized System of Preferences (GSP) is a U.S. trade program
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designed to promote economic growth in the developing world by providing
preferential duty-free entry for up to 4,800 products from 129 designated
beneficiary countries and territories. GSP was instituted on January 1,
1976, by the Trade Act of 1974
The GSP program has effective dates which are specified in relevant
legislation, thereby requiring periodical reauthorization in order to remain
in effect
GSP expired on July 31, 2013, and was most recently reauthorized on June
29, 2015 (effective July 29, 2015) for a period of two and a half years. The
relevant legislation permits retroactive extension of GSP benefits. Recently
the USA has excluded India from the list of beneficiaries of this program

WHO released 10 new guidelines on how countries can use digital health
technology
The World Health Organization (WHO) released new recommendations on 10
ways that countries can use digital health technology, accessible via mobile
phones, tablets and computers, to improve peoples health and essential services.
The recommendations are a result of a two-year-long research by the WHO on
digital technologies.
What is digital health technology?
Digital health is a simple concept - using technology to help improve individuals'
health and wellness. It can cover everything from wearable gadgets to ingestible
sensors, from mobile health apps to artificial intelligence, from robotic carers to
electronic records.
Telemedicine:
The guideline also makes recommendations about telemedicine, which allows
people living in remote locations to obtain health services by using mobile phones,
web portals, or other digital tools.
The guideline emphasizes the importance of reaching vulnerable populations, and
ensuring that digital health does not endanger them in any way.
WHOs work on digital health:
In 2018, governments unanimously adopted a World Health Assembly resolution
calling on WHO to develop a global strategy on digital health to support national
efforts to achieve universal health coverage. That strategy is scheduled to be
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considered at the World Health Assembly in 2020.
WHO developed the eHealth Strategy Toolkit in 2012 which was published in
collaboration with International Telecommunications Union (ITU).
To support governments in monitoring and coordination of digital investments in
their country, WHO has developed the Digital Health Atlas, an online global
repository where implementers can register their digital health activities.
WHO has also established innovative partnerships with the ITU, such as the
BeHe@lthy, BeMobile initiative for the prevention and control of
noncommunicable diseases, as well as efforts for building digital health capacity
through the WHO Regional Office for Africa.
WHO has released a number of resources to strengthen digital health research and
implementation, including the mHealth Assessment and Planning for Scale
(MAPS) toolkit, a handbook for Monitoring and Evaluation of Digital Health, and
mechanisms to harness digital health to end TB.
About World Health Organization (WHO):
WHO is a specialized agency of the United Nations that is concerned with
international public health.
Founded: 7 April 1948
Headquarters: Geneva, Switzerland
Head: Tedros Adhanom
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INDIAN AFFAIRS
Rotary Club of Madras North initiated Project Kannamma
Project Kannamma is the initiative of the Rotary Club of Madras North to
provide sanitary napkins to the students.
Project Kannamma:
It was started in August of 2018 by providing free, biodegradable sanitary napkins
to 82 students at the Government High School in Uthandi of Tamil Nadu
Under the Project Kannamma, sanitary napkins are provided to over 300 students
from across Government Schools in and around Chennai today
The sanitary napkins are provided by the Irula Tribal Women's Welfare Society
(ITWWS)
The project is also supporting the livelihood of the Irula Tribal Women
If the group sells 15,000 pads per month, it can sustain the families of 12 tribal
women

Bamboo rice showed up in Odisha nearly after four decades
Bamboo rice has shown up in Odisha nearly after four decades. The state of
Odisha had last witnessed Bamboo rice in 1979.The Forest Authorities of
Chandaka-Dampara Wildlife Sanctuary in Cuttack district have opened up the gates
for the forest dwellers to collect the Bamboo rice.
Whenever the bamboo rice shows up, it would be accompanied by the increase in
the rat population which starts running over the bamboo rice. Hence to avoid the
menace the forest authorities have allowed forest dwellers to harvest Bamboo rice.
Further, the authorities are also planning to purchase bamboo rice from the forest
dwellers to germinate bamboo trees in other areas of the state.
Bamboo Rice:
Bamboo rice is not commonly available as it takes many years for a bamboo tree
to flower
Bamboo rice grows out of a dying bamboo shoot. Bamboo rice looks like paddy
rice and tastes more like wheat
Bamboo rice is believed to contain a low glycaemic index compared to other
varieties and it is good for diabetics
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It is rich in proteins and does not contain any fat
Bamboo rice is also believed to be containing medicinal values
Odisha:
Capital: Bhubaneswar
Governor: Ganeshi Lal
Chief Minister: Chief Patnaik
Official Language: Odia

Health Ministry to frame law to ban manufacture and sale of e cigarettes
The Ministry of Commerce and Industries instructed the Health Ministry to
frame law banning manufacture and sale of e-cigarettes in the country as in the
absence of the domestic legislation, it would not be possible to put a blanket ban on
its imports.
The Commerce Ministry stated that without banning domestic sale and
manufacturing of Electronic Nicotine Delivery Systems (ENDS) through the law,
it will be an infringement of global trade norms to put an import ban.
What happened earlier?
Earlier, the Health Ministry had asked the commerce ministry to issue a
notification banning the import of Electronic Nicotine Delivery Systems (ENDS),
including e-cigarettes and flavoured hookah
To put the ban into effect the Commerce Ministry has urged the Health Ministry to
frame rules regarding the domestic sale and manufacturing so that the Ministry of
Commerce and Industries can go ahead with imposing of the blanket ban on the
imports
e-cigarettes:
Electronic cigarettes or e-cigarettes are devices that do not burn or use tobacco
leaves but instead vaporise a solution, which a user then inhales
The main constituents of the solution, in addition to nicotine, are propylene glycol
As per the World Health Organization report on the Global Tobacco Epidemic
2017, governments of 30 countries which includes Mauritius, Australia, Singapore,
South Korea, Sri Lanka, Thailand, Brazil, Mexico, Uruguay, Bahrain, Iran, Saudi
Arabia, and the United Arab Emirates, have already banned the Electronic
cigarettes.
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Centre sets up an Indo Pacific division
The Ministry of External Affairs has set up an Indo-Pacific division in the
foreign office. The Indo-pacific division is intended to give a coherent
architecture to the Indo-Pacific policy. The policy was articulated by PM
Narendra Modi at the Shangri-La Dialogue in 2018. In India, the policy will be
run by the MEA.
About Indo-Pacific Wing:
The Indo-Pacific Wing is currently headed by joint secretary Vikram
Doraiswami
The Indo-Pacific Wing will integrate the Indian Ocean Rim Association
(IORA), ASEAN region and the Quad
The Indo-Pacific Wing is expected to give thrust to the Indo-Pacific centred
policymaking
The US has recently renamed its Pacific Command to the Indo-Pacific
Command as it seeks to give teeth to its Indo-Pacific policy
In its Indo-Pacific diplomacy, India has repeatedly placed ASEAN at the
centre of its policy
Shangri-La Dialogue:
The IISS Asia Security Summit: The Shangri-La Dialogue (SLD) is a "Track
One" inter-governmental security forum held annually by the International Institute
for Strategic Studies (IISS). It is attended by defense ministers, permanent heads of
ministries and military chiefs of 28 Asia-Pacific states. The forum gets its name
from the Shangri-La Hotel in Singapore. It has been held since 2002.
About theMinistry of External Affairs:
The Ministry is responsible for the conduct of foreign relations of India
It is also responsible for India's representation in the United Nations
Formed: 2 September 1946
Headquarters: Raisina Hill, New Delhi
Minister responsible: Sushma Swaraj

Cabinet approved the funds for implementing 10 percent EWS Quota
Union cabinet approved the sanction of Rs 4315.15 crore for the 158 Central
Educational Institutions (CEIs) for implementation of reservation in admission to
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students belonging to Economically Weaker Section (EWS).
With the approval of the Cabinet, over 2 lakh additional seats will be created in
158 Central Educational Institutions (CEIs) across the country to implement 10%
reservation for the Economically Weaker Section (EWS).
While 1,19,983 additional seats will be created during 2019-20 academic session,
95,783 seats will be added in 2020-21.
The Rajya Sabha on January 9 approved amending the Constitution to provide
10% reservation to general category poor in jobs and education, with the
government terming the landmark move as "slog over sixes".
The quota will be over and above the existing 50 per cent reservation to Scheduled
Castes, Scheduled Tribes and Other Backward Classes (OBCs).

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(April 15 - April 21, 2019)

SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY
Israeli lunar mission Beresheet crashed on the Moon
Israeli lunar mission Beresheet crashed on the Moon.Beresheet crashed during a
landing attempt. It is said that the spacecraft had problems with its main engine
during its descent that left it unable to slow down in time before it smashed into the
lunar surface.
About the Mission:
Beresheet was an Israeli mission launched by a partnership between nonprofit
SpacelL and government-owned aerospace company Israel Aerospace Industries.
It is the World's first privately funded lunar Mission.
It was a demonstrator of a small roboticlunar lander. Its aims included promoting
careers in science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM); and landing
itsmagnetometerandlaser retroreflectoron the Moon.
Beresheet lander had carried a science instrument provided by NASA, a
retroreflector instrument scientists would have used to make precise
measurements of the distance between Earth and the moon.
Beresheet mission's design included risks. To make sure the spacecraft small
enough to piggyback with another spacecraft on a Falcon 9 rocket, the engineering
team had to design the craft without any backup systems.
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and SpacelL have announced that
the team will now start working on Beresheet 2.0.
Israel:
President: Reuven Rivlin
Prime Minister: Benjamin Netanyahu
Official languages: Hebrew
Capital: Jerusalem
Currency: New shekel (ILS)

World's largest airplane weighing 2,26,800 kg took its first ever flight
The world's largest airplane called Roc weighing nearly 2,26,800 kilograms with a
385-foot wingspan took its first ever flight in Mojave, California.
Built by Stratolaunch, it's designed to launch rockets into orbit from the air.
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The plane is powered by six engines on a twin fuselage and is designed to fly to an
altitude of 35,000 feet.
The aircraft is so big its wing span is longer than a football field, or about 1.5 times
that of an Airbus A380.
It hit a top speed of 304 kilometers per hour (189 mph) and reached an altitude of
17,000 feet, or 5,182 meters.

Delhi HC sought response on the dual control of Assam rifles
The Delhi High Court sought the response from the Cabinet Committee on
Security on a plea seeking directions to remove the dual control of Assam Rifles
and bring it under the Ministry of Defence.
Assam Rifles are the oldest paramilitary force of India. The administrative
control of Assam Rifles lies with the Home Ministry, while the operational control
is with the Defence Ministry. The plea filed by the All India Assam Rifles ExServicemen Welfare Association alleges the dual control as the violation of the
rights of the troopers of Assam Rifles.
The plea challenges the Government of India (Allocation of Business) Rules,
1961 saying that it places Assam Rifles under the head 'Police', which is arbitrary,
unreasonable and violates the rights of Assam Rifles ex-servicemen guaranteed
under Article 14 of the Constitution of India. The petition argues since the objective
and functions of Assam Rifles were that of military and paramilitary force and its
categorisation as a police force was arbitrary, unreasonable and in violation of the
rights of its personnel. The petition seeks a grant of pay, allowances, pension
(including arrears) and ex-servicemen facilities to Assam Rifles personnel at par
with the Indian Army. The Home Ministry stated that a note had been sent to the
Cabinet Committee on Security on the issue.
Ministry of Home Affairs:
Formed: 1947
Headquarters: Raisina Hill, New Delhi
Minister responsible: Rajnath Singh
It is responsible for the maintenance of internal security and domestic policy

SpaceX to fly its DART planetary defence mission
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NASA announced that SpaceX will fly its Double Asteroid Redirection Test
(DART) planetary-defence mission. The total launch cost for NASA is estimated
to be about $69 million.
What is DART?
DART - Double Asteroid Redirection Test
It is a planned space probe that will demonstrate the kinetic effects of crashing an
impactor spacecraft into an asteroid moon for planetary defense purposes. The
mission is intended to test whether a spacecraft impact could successfully deflect
an asteroid on a collision course with Earth.
DART Planetary-Defense Mission:
DART planetary-clefence mission will be launched by the Falcon 9 rocket from
Vandenberg Air Force Base in California in June 2021. The spacecraft will slam
into "Didymoon," the 540-foot-wide (165 meters) satellite of the near- Earth
asteroid Didymos which is located at about 4 million miles from Earth in October
2022.
Scientists will observe the impact with telescopes and measure the change in the
Didymoon's orbit around the asteroid. Scientists hope to move it by just a fraction
of a percent off its path, which is enough to deflect any future asteroids off course
since Didymos poses no threat to Earth. DART won't be the first spacecraft to
wallop an asteroid. Earlier this month, Japan's Hayabusa2 probe smashed a copper
cannonball into the space rock Ryugu, to unearth pristine subsurface material for
study.

Sri Lanka launched its first Satellite
Sri Lanka's first satellite Raavana l was launched into space from NASA's Flight
Facility on Virginia's east shore. The satellite was designed and developed by two
Sri Lankan engineers at the Kyushu Institute of Technology in Japan. It will be
shuttled to the International Space Station. The Raavana 1 was launched into space
with the assistance of the US rocket Antares.
About Raavana l:
Raavana 1 weights around 1.05 kg and is 1000 cubic centimetres in size. The
minimum lifespan of the satellite is around one and a half years and it is expected
to be active for five years. Raavana 1 satellite's camera mission is to capture images
of Sri Lanka and its neighbouring countries. The Raavana-l is expected to orbit 400
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kilometres away from the earth. The satellite will achieve an active attitude
stabilization which ensures that the satellite's attitude is stable under the influence
of external talks. The launch of Raavana-l marks Sri Lanka's entry into the global
space age.

Nepal launched its first satellite NepaliSat-1 from US
Developed by the Nepalese scientists, NepaliSat-1 satellite was launched from
Virginia in United States.
Two Nepali scientists, Aabhas Maskey and Hariram Shrestha who are currently
studying at Japanese Kyushu Institute of Technology, developed the satellite under
the BIRDS project of their institute.
The BIRDS project has been designed in association with the United Nations and
aims at helping countries launch their first satellite.
NepaliSat-1 is a low orbit satellite which will be in the 400-km distance from the
Earth's surface.
It will be stationed at the International Space Station (ISS) for a month and then it
will be sent to orbit the earth.
The satellite will take photographs on a regular basis to gather geographical
information of the country.
Nepal Academy of Science and Technology (NAST) has invested nearly Rs 20
million for the satellite that weighs 1.3 kilograms, a small satellite with limited
capability.
A group of four engineering graduates were also working to launch another Nepali
satellite 'Nepal PQ-1' in 2020.
About Nepal:
Capital: Kathmandu
Currency: Nepalese rupee
Prime minister: Khadga Prasad Oli

Antares Rocket takes off for International Space Station with essential NASA
supply
The Antares - a US rocket has been launched from NASA's Wallops Flight
Facility on Virginia's Eastern Shore, carrying cargo with the space agency's re-
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supply mission for the International Space Station (ISS).
The rocket was built by Northrop Grumman.
It carried about 7,600 pounds (3,450 kg) of supplies and scientific experiments to
the station.
Some instruments it transports will examine astronauts' health in microgravity.
A Canada-made instrument will perform on-orbit detection and quantification of
cell surface molecules on a per cell and assess soluble molecule concentration in a
liquid sample such as blood, saliva, or urine, thus sparing sample freezing and
storing, according to NASA. Another two new experiments will scrutinize aginglike changes in many astronauts on the space station, including changes to their
arteries, and examine effects of spaceflight on the function of antibody production
and immune memory.
NASA announced it is necessary to take actions to prevent any damage to
astronauts in a planned three-year space travel to Mars in 2030s.
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ENVIRONMENT
Mount Everest get an eco friendly toilet
Mount Everest is to get an eco-friendly toilet at a Chinese campsite 7,028 metres
(23,058 feet) above sea level in an ongoing campaign to deal with the peaks waste
problem.
Decades of commercial mountaineering have turned Mount Everest into the
worlds highest rubbish dump. Fluorescent tents, discarded climbing equipment,
empty gas canisters, and even human excrement pollute the well-trodden route to
the summit of the 8,848-metre peak.
The toilet will make it easy to collect the human waste produced by the climbers as
there is a barrel with rubbish bags underneath the toilet.The waste will be collected
and brought down the mountain. Similar facilities have been installed at lower
camps, including at the 5,200-metre north base camp.
The waste from the base camp is taken away daily and is provided to local farmers
to use as fertiliser. The temporary toilets will be removed at the end of the
climbing season.Governments on both sides of the mountain have been battling the
human waste and trash left by an increasing number of climbers. In February,
China banned non-climbers from accessing its Everest base camp in Tibet in an
attempt to clean up its side of the mountain.
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DEFENCE
INS Kozhikode was decommissioned after three decades of service
Indian Naval Ship Kozhikode was decommissioned in a ceremony held at Naval
Jetty, Visakhapatnam, Andhra Pradesh on 13th April. Vice Admiral S.N.
Ghormade, Chief of Staff, Eastern Naval Command, was the chief guest on the
occasion. INS Kozhikode gracefully retired as an operational ship after three
decades of service in the Indian Navy.
Capt. P. Sasidharan (Retd.), Commissioning Executive Officer, Cdr. Afzal Khan,
Commissioning Navigating Officer, Cdr. V.K. Sharma (Retd.) Commissioning
Engineering Officer and Ms. Madhavi Sani, wife of late Cdr. Nadeem Sani,
Commissioning Gunnery Officer of the ship, also graced the occasion. As part of
the decommissioning ceremony, a Barakhana for retired and serving sailors and
their families was held.
INS Kozhikode:
INS Kozhikode was commissioned on December 19, 1988, at Riga (erstwhile
USSR)
It was named after the historic port of Calicut, the ship was an integral part of the
21 Mine Counter Measures Squadron, based in ENC at Visakhapatnam
INS Kozhikode (M71) was a minesweeper of the Karwar class, of similar design
to the Pondicherry-class ships that were in service with the Indian Navy till 2012
It was built by the Sredne-Nevskiy Shipyard at Saint Petersburg, Russia, except
for the addition of surface-to-air missiles
Kozhikodewas the sixth and the last of the modified Natya class of minesweepers
The ship took part in the International Fleet Review 2016 that was held off the
coast of Visakhapatnam

Indias 1st indigenously made long-range missile Nirbhay successfully test fired
Defence Research Development Organisation (DRDO) successfully test fired the
Indias first indigenously designed and developed long-range sub-sonic cruise
missile 'Nirbhay' from a test range in Odishas Chandipur.
'Nirbhay' is designed to carry conventional and 300-kilogram nuclear warheads.
The missile weighs 1,500 kg, width of 0.52 meters and has a wingspan of 2.7
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metre.
It is all-weather missile and can be launched from multiple platforms.
It also has the capability to strike land targets at a distance of up to 1,000
kilometers.
It has the ability to fly at low altitudes in order to avoid detection by enemy radar.
The missile is armed with a Ring Laser Gyroscope (RLG) based guidance, control
and navigation system. It is also equipped with a MEMS-based Inertial
Navigation System (INS) and the GPS system.
The organisation had conducted five trials since 2013 before this.
The last successful trial of Nirbhay cruise missile was conducted on November 7,
2017.
About Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO):
Headquarter: New Delhi
Chairman : Dr. G. Satheesh Reddy

China developed the worlds first armed amphibious drone attack boat named
Marine Lizard
Marine Lizard was built by Wuchang Shipbuilding Industry Group under China
Shipbuilding Industry Corporation (CSIC).
It could be used in land and sea assault operations.
The amphibious Marine Lizard can possibly form an unmanned sea-land-air
integrated combat system with aerial armed reconnaissance drones and other drone
ships.
It has a maximum operation range of 1,200 kms and can be remotely controlled via
satellites.
In ship form, the 12-metre-long Marine Lizard is a trimaran propelled by a dieselpowered hydrojet and can reach a maximum speed of 50 knots while maintaining
stealth.
About China:
Currency: Renminbi
Capital: Beijing
Population: 138.64 crores
President: Xi Jinping
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India and France to hold their largest Naval Exercise VARUNA
India and France are all set to hold their largest-ever naval exercise with aircraft
carriers, destroyers, submarines and fighters early May as part of their expanding
strategic partnership.
The exercise has been christened 'Varuna' and will take place off Goa and
Karwar from 1 May 2019.
The conduct of Varuna exercise was reiterated in the Joint Statement made by the
Prime Minister of India and the President of France, on the 10th of March 2018.
The two countries will be deploying their aircraft carriers INS Vikramaditya and
FNS Charles de gaulle with their Mig-29K and Rafale-M naval fighter jets.
The Indian participation will also include the destroyer INS Mumbai, frigate INS
Trikand with their integral helicopters, IN submarine Kalvari, P8-I aircrafts and
Dornier Maritime Patrol aircraft.
This comes after the successful operationalisation of the logistics support
agreement between India and France under which Indian warships can access the
French bases like Reunion Islands and in Djibouti.
Under the same pact, French anti-aircraft destroyer FNS Cassard had docked at the
Mumbai naval port in January 2019. This was second such logistics support
agreement signed by India after the one signed by it with United States (US) in
2016.
About France:
Capital: Paris
Currency: CFP Franc, Euro
President: Emmanuel Macron
Prime Minister: Edouard Philippe
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AWARDS AND HONOURS
UNESCO/Guillermo Cano Press Freedom Prize 2019 announced
The UNESCO/Guillermo Cano Press Freedom Prize 2019 has been awarded to
Reuters reporters Wa Lone and Kyaw Soe Oo. The prize carries a reward of
$25,000 Prize. It is funded by the Guillermo Cano Isaza Foundation (Colombia),
the Helsingin Sanomat Foundation (Finland), and The Namibia Media Trust.
The award recognises their exceptional courage in reporting on alleged human
rights violations in Myanmar's state of Rakhine. Both Wa Lone and Kyaw Soe
Oo's documentary on the taboo topic regarding crimes committed against
Rohingyas landed them behind the bars. The award paid a tribute to their courage,
resistance and commitment to freedom of expression.
UNESCO/Guillermo Cano Press Freedom Prize:
The award was established in 1997. The Prize is named after Guillermo Cano
Isaza, the Colombian journalist who was assassinated in front of the offices of his
newspaper El Espectador in Bogota, Colombia, on 17 December 1986.
It is an initiative of UNESCO's Executive Board. It honours a person,
organization that has made an outstanding contribution to the defence and, or
promotion of press freedom anywhere in the world in the face of danger.

Dr. A K Singh honoured with 2019 Lifetime Achievement Award
Dr. A K Singh, director at Life Sciences, DRDO has been honoured with Lifetime
Achievement Award 2019 during 4th APJ Abdul Kalam Innovation Conclave
at Chandigarh University, Mohali.
He has made notable contributions in Internal Decorporation of Fission Produced
Radionuclides and Infection Imaging.He also discovered a Diagnobact Kit to
detect the infectious lesion.He also introduced Pharmacosyntigraphy, i.e.
application of nuclear medicine imaging in drug research.
4th Dr. APJ Abdul Kalam Innovation Conclave:
For Best Innovative Project Awards 2019, 965 innovative projects competed
against each other.Pankaj Sharma bagged the first position and Best Innovation of
the Year Award 2019, for Smart Trolley Bag project.
Pratul and Abhishek shared second place. Pratul acquired award for Automatic
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Toilet Cleaner project.Abhishek won for prototype model for Accident
Management System respectively.
Third prize was jointly won by Vaibhav and Daniyal for treatment of
textile affluent and plastic with bio-mass to help in controlling water and air
pollution.
Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO):
Formed on: 1958
Headquarters: New Delhi
Chairman: Dr.G.Satheesh Reddy
Minister responsible: Nirmala Sitharaman
Parent: Ministry of Defence
It is charged with the military's research and development

Pulitzer Prize for New York Times and Wall Street Journal
The New York Times and The Wall Street Journal were awarded Pulitzer Prizes
for their separate investigations of President Donald Trump and his family.
The Times won the prestigious journalism award for a probe of the Trump familys
finances that debunked his claims of self-made wealth and revealed a business
empire riddled with tax dodges.
The Associated Press won a Pulitzer for international reporting for its coverage of
the war in Yemen.Reuters was honoured for international reporting for its coverage
of atrocities committed against Rohingya Muslims in Myanmar.
Pulitzer Prize:
Awarded for: Excellence in newspaper journalism, literary achievements, musical
composition
Country: United States
Presented by: Columbia University
First awarded: 1917
The Prize was instituted by provisions in the will of American (Hungarian-born)
Joseph Pulitzer who had made his fortune as a newspaper publisher. Currently, it is
administered by Columbia University in New York City
Prizes are awarded yearly in twenty-one categories. In twenty of the categories,
each winner receives a certificate and a US$15,000 cash award (raised from
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$10,000 in 2017)
The winner in the public service category of the journalism competition is awarded
a gold medal

Crying Girl photo by John Moore won the World Press Photo of the Year
Award
Veteran Getty Images photographer John Moores photograph of a young girl
Yanela Sanchez crying as she and her mother are taken into custody by US border
officials in McAllen, Texas, USA, after crossing into the US from Mexico won the
World Press Photo of the Year and the first prize in the Spot News, Singles,
category.
He received 10,000 (8,600) as prize amount.
Dutch-Swedish photographer Pieter Ten Hoopen won the World Press Photo
Story of the Year Award for the image of 2018 mass-migrant caravan to the US
border.
For 62 years, the World Press Photo Foundation has recognized the best
contributions to visual journalism by professional photographers through its
international World Press Photo Contest.
This year's winners were selected from 78,801 images entered by 4,738
photographers world-wide.

Three teams from India are awarded in NASAs Human Exploration Rover
Challenge
NASA has awarded three teams from India as part its annual Human Exploration
Rover Challenge, which invites high school and college students to build and test
roving vehicles for future missions to the Moon, Mars and beyond. Nearly 100
teams took part in the competition.
The team from KIET Group of Institutions in Ghaziabad, Uttar Pradesh, won the
AIAA Neil Armstrong Best Design Award.
The Mukesh Patel School of Technology Management and Engineering from
Mumbai, Maharashtra, won the Frank Joe Sexton Memorial Pit Crew Award.
A team from Lovely Professional University in Phagwara, Punjab, won the STEM
Engagement Award.
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NASA Human Exploration Rover Challenge:
The NASA Human Exploration Rover Challenge is to encourage research and
development of new technology for future mission planning and crewed space
missions to other worlds.The NASA Human Exploration Rover Challenge prior to
2014 referred to as the Great Moonbuggy Race. It is an annual competition for
high school and college students to design, build, and race human-powered,
collapsible vehicles over simulated lunar/Martian terrain. The competition was first
held in 1994. NASA sponsors the competition since 1996, the U.S. Space &
Rocket Center, hosts.
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SPORTS
Inzamam-ul-Haq, Mark Boucher inducted as MCC Honorary Life Members
Pakistans Inzamam-ul-Haq and South African Mark Boucher were inducted as
the Honorary Life Members of the Marylebone Cricket Club (MCC), in
recognition to their outstanding achievements in the game of cricket.
About Inzamam-ul-Haq:
Former Pakistan skipper and batsman Inzamam played 120 Tests, 378 One-Day
Internationals (ODIs) and one Twenty20 International (T20I).
In Tests, he scored 8,830 runs at an average of 49.60, with 25 centuries and 46 halfcenturies.
In ODIs, he tallies 11,739 runs at an average of 39.52.
He made his international debut in 1991, featuring in Pakistans successful 1992
World Cup campaign.
He captained Pakistan from 2001 to 2007.
After his retirement in 2007, Inzamam had a brief stint with the Afghanistan
national team as head coach.
In 2016, he became Pakistans chief selector.
Inzamam is now the fifth Honorary Life Member of the MCC from Pakistan, after
Imran Khan, Wasim Akram, Waqar Younis and Shahid Afridi.
About Mark Boucher:
He was the first wicketkeeper to claim 500 catches in Tests.
He made his international debut in 1997 and retired in 2012.
He holds the record for the most wicket keeping dismissals across formats - 998 in
total.
Boucher is also the fifth Honorary Life Member of the MCC from South Africa,
after Allan Donald, Jonty Rhodes, Shaun Pollock and Daryll Cullinan.

Meena Kumari bagged gold at the 2019 Boxing World Cup
Meena Kumari Maisnam from Manipur claimed the Gold medal in the 54 kg
category at the Boxing World Cup at Cologne in Germany.She defeated
Thailands Machai Bunyanut in the final. Meena was the 2014 Asian
Championships bronze medallist.

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(April 15 - April 21, 2019)

India bagged a Gold, two Silver and two bronze medals at the Boxing World
Cup.Sakshi won Silver in 57 kg Category and Pwilao Basumatary in 64 kg
category. Pinki Rani won bronze in 51 kgs and Parveen won bronze in 60 kgs
category.
Cologne Boxing World Cup:
Cologne Boxing World Cup is earlier known as Chemistry Cup
It witnessed participation from more than 20 nations and 160 boxers in seven
women and ten men weight classes
It is one of the strongest international events in Europe with nearly 50 years of
traditions
The first edition was held in 1970
Germany:
President: Frank-Walter Steinmeier
Capital: Berlin
Official/ National language: German
Currency: Euro () (EUR)

India's squad for 2019 Cricket World Cup announced
Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) announced India's 15-member squad
for 2019 Cricket World Cup, which will take place in England and Wales from
May 30 to July 14.
Virat Kohli, who led India to Under-19 World Cup victory in 2008, will lead the
senior team in World Cup for the first time.
Rohit Sharma has been appointed as Vice-Captain.
The team included DineshKarthik as the second wicket-keeper besides
MSDhoni.
MS Dhoni will feature in his fourth World Cup.
VijayShankar was included in the squad as an all-rounder along with Hardik
Pandya, Ravindra Jadeja and Kedar Jadhav.
Indias 15-member squad are:
1. Virat Kohli (captain),
2. Rohit Sharma (vice-captain),
3. MS Dhoni (Wicket Keeper)
4. Shikhar Dhawan,
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5. KL Rahul,
6. Vijay Shankar,
7. Kedar Jadhav,
8. Dinesh Karthik,
9. Yuzvendra Chahal,
10. Kuldeep Yadav,
11. Bhuvneshwar Kumar,
12. Jasprit Bumrah,
13. Hardik Pandya,
14. Ravindra Jadeja,
15. Mohammed Shami.
The Indian cricket team are two times World Champions - in 1983 and 2011.

Bajrang regained top spot in world wrestling rankings
India's Bajrang Punia has regained the world number one spot in the men's
65-kilogram Wrestling freestyle category rankings.
The rankings were released by United World Wrestling.
Punia, who won Gold in the Asian Games and Commonwealth Games as well as a
silver in the World Championships last year, secured 58 points ahead of Akhmed
Chakaev of Russia.
Bajrang, who is currently preparing for the Asian Wrestling Championship to be
held in China from the 23rd of this month, had first reached the world number one
spot in November last year.
He won gold at the Dan Kolov-Nikola Petrov tournament in Bulgaria last month.
Punia secured 58 points ahead of Akhmed Chakaev of Russia.
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SUMMITS & CONFERENCE
Saudi Arabia to host G20 Summit in 2020, first in Arab world
Saudi Arabia will host the annual G20 leaders' summit on November 21-22, 2020,
in its capital Riyadh.
This will be the first G20 Summit to be hosted in the Arab world.
Japan will host this year's G20 summit in Osaka, which will be held June 28-29,
as well as ministerial meetings in eight cities.
In 2018, the conference was held in Buenos Aries, Argentina and focused on the
global economy, the future of labour markets and gender equality.
About G20:
Group of Twenty (G20) is an international forum for the governments and central
bank governors from 19 countries and the European Union.
Chairperson: Shinz Abe
Founder: Group of Seven
Founded: 26 September 1999
G20 economies account for around 90% of the gross world product (GWP), twothirds of the world population.
G20 world leaders met for the first time in 2008 with focus on rescuing the global
economy from the worst financial crisis in more than 70 years.
The 19 member Countries are:
Argentina, Australia, Brazil, Canada, China, France, Germany, India, Indonesia,
Italy, Japan, Mexico, Republic of Korea, Republic of South Africa, Russia, Saudi
Arabia, Turkey, United Kingdom, United States of America.
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APPOINTMENTS / RESIGN
New Palestinian government sworn in a second time after botched oath
Palestines New Prime Minister Mohammed Ishtayeh, a veteran peace negotiator
and harsh critic of Gazas Hamas rulers, and his 22-member cabinet took the oath of
office a second time, on April 14, 2019.
The ministers neglected to include a clause pledging faithfulness to the people and
its national heritage during ceremony on April 13.
The 18th Palestinian government since the establishment of the Palestinian
Authority in 1995 was sworn in according to a presidential decree issued by
Mahmoud Abbas.
The new Cabinet replaces a technocratic government formed by Rami Hamdallah
in 2014 after an agreement between Fatah and Hamas, the Islamic militant group
that has run the Gaza Strip after ousting Fatah and evicting the Palestinian
Authority in 2007.
Ishtayeh faces challenges, with the Palestinian Authority in a deep financial crisis
after U.S. sanctions and Israel's decision to withhold $138 million in tax revenue it
collects on behalf of the Palestinians.
About Palestine:
Capitals: Ramallah, East Jerusalem
US recognized Jerusalem as Israels capital in 2018.
President: Mahmoud Abbas
Currencies: Israeli Sheqel, Jordanian Dinar, Egyptian Pound

Ajay Kumar Dixit appointed as CEO of Cairn Oil
Cairn Oil & Gas, a division of Vedanta Ltd, has announced the appointment of
Ajay Kumar Dixit as its Chief Executive Officer. Dixit succeeds Sudhir
Mathur, who after seven successful years with the company, moves on to pursue
personal endeavors.
Dixit had joined Vedanta in 2015 from Siemens where he was CEO-Energy for
South Asia. He is an alumni of Delhi College of Engineering and had served as the
acting CEO of Vedantas Aluminium and Power business before being elevated to
this new role.
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The company expects that his leadership will support Cairns vision to realize the
full potential of Barmer block, grow the offshore business and appraisal of new
blocks under OALP I and discovered small fields (DSF-II).
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IMPORTANT DAYS
World Haemophilia Day observed on April 17
World Haemophilia Day was started in 1989 by the World Federation of
Hemophilia (WFH) which chose to bring the community together on April 17 in
honour of WFH founder Frank Schnabels birthday.
April 17, 2019, marks the 30th World Hemophilia Day
2019 Theme:
World Hemophilia Day theme for the year 2019 is Outreach and Identification.
It will be observed with the slogan Reaching Out: The First Step to Care.
Haemophilia:
Haemophilia is a condition in which bleeding is prolonged.
A protein in the blood, causes the blood to clot and stops the bleeding. However,
haemophiliacs (people with hemophilia) have lower levels of clotting factor in the
blood and bleeding continues for much longer periods.
According to the World Federation of Hemophilia, about 1 in every 1000 person
has a bleeding disorder; many are left untreated.
India with nearly two lakh cases is estimated to have the second highest number
of patients with haemophilia.
About World Federation of Haemophilia:
Founder: Frank Schnabell
Founded: 1963
Headquarters: Montreal, Quebec, Canada
Member Countries: 113
Current President: Alain Weill

Himachal Pradesh celebrated 72nd Himachal Day on 15th April
Himachal Pradesh celebrated 72nd Himachal Day on 15th April. Himachal Day
is celebrated to commemorate its creation.
Before Independence:
The genesis of the Himachal Day Before independence, most of the areas of
Himachal Pradesh was part of Punjab state and during that time this region was
divided into four different regions such as Chamba, Mandi, Shimla, etc.
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After independence:
After the independence, in 1948 the state was declared as a union territory.On the
15th April Chief Commission inaugurated this territory and after that this day was
celebrated as 'Himachal Day' every year. Later in the 1970 the union territory was
declared as a separate state.
On 25th January 1971, it became the 18th state of the country. Himachal Pradesh
has developed rapidly after coming into existence on April 15, 1948, following the
merger of 30 princely states.Difficult geographical conditions, inaccessible areas,
and other complexities could not affect the courage of the people.
About Himachal Pradesh:
Statehood: 25 January 1971
Capitals: Shimla, Dharamshala (Second Capital in Winter)
Districts: 12
Governor: Acharya Dev Vrat
Chief Minister: Jai Ram Thakur
Official: Hindi
Literacy: 83.78%

World Heritage Day observed on 18th April
World Heritage Day also known as International Day for Monuments and
Sites is an annual event celebrated on 18 April every year.
In 2019, the theme is Rural Landscapes.
History:
The day was proposed by the International Council on Monuments and Sites
(ICOMOS) on 18 April 1982 and approved by the General Assembly of UNESCO
in 1983.
Aim of the Day:
To emphasize the importance of safeguarding various sites around the world that
have achieved world heritage status and the challenges involved in protecting
these sites.
UNESCO World Heritage Sites:
Today, there are a grand total of 1,092 UNESCO World Heritage Sites worldwide,
of which 845 are cultural, 209 are natural and 38 are a mixture.
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55 of these are in danger, including the birthplace of Jesus, Church of the Nativity
and Pilgrimage Route in Bethlehem.
Top 5 UNESCO World Heritage Sites in India:
1. Taj Mahal, Agra
2. Qutub Minar, New Delhi
3. Sun Temple, Odisha
4. Monuments of Khajuraho, Madhya Pradesh
5. Mahabodhi Temple, Bihar

April 19 is observed as World Liver Day
The World Liver Day (WLD) is observed every year on April 19 to build
awareness and understanding importance of liver in human body and how liver
ailments are treated.
As per World Health Organisation (WHO), liver diseases are 10th most common
cause of death in India.
Liver:
The liver, which measures about 1,00 grams in weight and 15 cm in length, is the
second largest organ and is key player in our bodys digestive system.
It is responsible for the synthesis of various proteins, coagulation factors,
cholesterol, triglycerides and bile including glycogenesis.
It is also responsible for detoxifications of drugs, alcohol and control of infections.
A few known liver diseases:
1. Hepatitis A, B or C
2. Non-alcoholic fatty liver disease
3. Alcoholic fatty liver
4. Fatty liver
5. Cirrhosis of the liver
6. Alcoholic hepatitis
7. Hemochromatosis
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AGREEMENTS, MOU
India to partner with Japan and UAE to set up two projects in Africa
India will build a cancer hospital in Kenya in collaboration with Japan.
Also, India will partner with the UAE to set up an ICT centre (Information and
Communications Technology center) in Ethiopia.
Through this partnership, India has undertaken many projects like the ambitious
Pan African e-network project on tele-education and tele-medicine which
provides integrated satellite, fiber optics and wireless network between educational
and medical institutes in Africa and India.
Africa is the focus under the Narendra Modi government amid China's push in the
continent and countries from Europe are also keen to partner India for projects in
third countries in Africa.
About Japan:
Capital: Tokyo
Currency: Yen
Prime Minister: Shinzo Abe
About United Arab Emirates (UAE):
Capital: Abu Dhabi
Currency: Dirham
President: Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan
Prime Minister: Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum

CMFRI Signs Agreement With ISRO To Save Coastal Wetlands
The Central Marine Fisheries Research Institute (CMFRI) and the Indian
Space Research Organisation (ISRO) have joined hands to map, validate and
protect smaller wetlands in coastal regions.
The programme is aimed at restoring them through coastal livelihood programmes.
The MoU was signed between the CMFRI and the Space Applications Centre of
ISRO to develop a mobile app and a centralised web portal that will have a
comprehensive database of wetlands that are smaller than 2.25 hectares in the
country.
AboutCentral Marine Fisheries Research Institute
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Central Marine Fisheries Research Institute was established on February 3rd 1947
under the Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare and later it joined the ICAR
in 1967.
ISRO Director: K. Sivan,
Headquarters: Bengaluru,
Established in: 1969.
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INDEX / LIST
Mukesh Ambani, 2 Indian women lawyers in Time's 100 Most Influential
People 2019 list
Reliance Industries Chairman Mukesh Ambani and two Indian women lawyers
Menaka Guruswamy and Arundhati Katju -- who fought the legal battle for
LGBTQ rights and were instrumental in the overturning of Section 377 of the
Indian Penal Code -- are among the 100 named in TIME magazine's list of most
influential people for the year 2019.
The list names the world's most influential people of the year in five categories
pioneers, leaders, artists, titans and icons.
The list also includes Indian-American comedian and TV host Hasan Minhaj, US
President Donald Trump, Pope Francis, Chinese President Xi Jinping, Pakistan
Prime Minister Imran Khan, iconic golfer Tiger Woods and Facebook founder
Mark Zuckerberg.
Indians in TIMEs 100 most influential list

Top 10 most influential People in different categories
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About TIME magazine:
It is American weekly news magazine.
Founded in 1923
An Asian edition is based in Hong Kong
Special editions:
Person of the Year,
TIME 100 - annual list of the 100 most influential people of the year
Red X covers.

Norway topped and India ranked 140th in World Press Freedom Index 2019
Norway is ranked first in the World Press Freedom Index 2019 for the third year
running while Finland (up two places) has taken second place from the
Netherlands (down one at 4th).
India dropped two places to be ranked 140th out of 180 countries in the global
press freedom index analysis.
Violence against journalists including police violence, attacks by Maoist fighters
and reprisals by criminal groups or corrupt politicians is one of the most striking
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characteristics of the current state of press freedom in India.
At least six Indian journalists were killed in connection with their work in 2018.
Turkmenistan (down two at 180th) is now last in the World Press Freedom Index
2019.
The index is released by Reporters Without Borders.
Top 5 countries in World Press Freedom Index 2019

Bottom 5 countries in World Press Freedom Index 2019

About Reporters Without Borders:
Reporters Sans Frontieres (RSF), or Reporters Without Borders (RWB), is a
Paris-based non-profit organisation that works to document and combat attacks on
journalists around the world.
Headquarter Paris, France
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Director General Christophe Deloire
Founded: 1985
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QUIZ CORNER
1) Who is appointed as Secretary of Defence Finance?
A.Gargi Kaul
B.Suresh Varma
C.Naresh Kumar
D.Rajesh Khanna

Answer A
Explanation Gargi Kaul is appointed as Secretary of Defence Finance.

2) Who was sworn in as the New Prime Minister of Palestine?
A.Mahmoud Abbas
B.Mohammed Ishtaye
C.Rami Hamdallah
D.Reuven Rivlin

Answer B
Explanation Palestines New Prime Minister Mohammed Ishtayeh, a veteran peace negotiator
and harsh critic of Gazas Hamas rulers, and his 22-member cabinet took the oath of office a
second time, on April 14, 2019, after botched oath.

3) Who were recently inducted as MCC Honorary Life Members?
A.Inzamam-ul-Haq, Mark Boucher
B.Younis Khan, AB de Villiers
C.Zaheer Abbas, Brian McMillan
D.Syed Aaley Haider, Wayne Parnell

Answer A
Explanation Pakistans Inzamam-ul-Haq and South African Mark Boucher were inducted as the
Honorary Life Members of the Marylebone Cricket Club (MCC), in recognition to their
outstanding achievements in the game of cricket.
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4) RBI granted ______ years to LIC to cut its stake in the IDBI bank by 10
percent.
A.14
B.10
C.12
D.11

Answer C
Explanation The Reserve Bank of India (RBI), which classified IDBI as a private sector bank
last month, has granted Life Insurance Corporation (LIC) with 12 years to cut its stake in the
bank by 10 percent. RBI has stipulated that after 12 years LIC has to reduce stake in IDBI Bank
by 10 per cent to 40 per cent.

5) When was IRDA established?
A.1965
B.1954
C.1999
D.2001

Answer C
Explanation Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority of India (IRDA) is tasked with
regulating and promoting the insurance and re-insurance industries in India. It was founded in
1999 and headquartered in Hyderabad.

6) Who won the UNESCO/Guillermo Cano Press Freedom Prize 2019 for their
reports on Human rights violations in the Myanmar's state of Rakhine?
A.Freelance photojournalist, Mahmoud Abu Zeid,Egypt
B.Reuters reporters Wa Lone and Kyaw Soe Oo
C.Swedish-Eritrean playwright, journalist Dawit Isaak
D.Iranian journalist, Ahmad Zeidabadi

Answer B
Explanation The UNESCO/Guillermo Cano Press Freedom Prize 2019 has been awarded to
Reuters reporters Wa Lone and Kyaw Soe Oo.
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7) Who initiated the UNESCO/Guillermo Cano Press Freedom Prize 2019?
A.WHO's Executive Board
B.UN's Executive Board
C.UNESCO's Executive Board
D.EU's Executive Board

Answer C
Explanation UNESCO/Guillermo Cano Press Freedom Prize 2019 is an initiative of UNESCO's
Executive Board. It honours a person, organization that has made an outstanding contribution to
the defence and, or promotion of press freedom anywhere in the world in the face of danger.

8) Who has been honoured with Lifetime Achievement Award 2019 during 4th
APJ Abdul Kalam Innovation Conclave?
A.Dr. A K Singh
B.A S Kiran Kumar
C.Nambi Narayanan
D.Tapam Misra

Answer A
Explanation Dr. A K Singh, director at Life Sciences, DRDO has been honoured with Lifetime
Achievement Award 2019 during 4th APJ Abdul Kalam Innovation Conclave at Chandigarh
University, Mohali.

9) Which of the following Israeli lunar Mission crashed on the Moon?
A.LADEE
B.Beresheet
C.Juno-1A
D.Ofek-11

Answer B
Explanation Israeli lunar mission Beresheet crashed on the Moon. Beresheet crashed during a
landing attempt. It is said that the spacecraft had problems with its main engine during its descent
that left it unable to slow down in time before it smashed into the lunar surface.
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10) Who won gold in the 54 kg category at the Boxing World Cup at Cologne
in Germany?
A.Meena Kumari Maisnam
B.Pwilao Basumatary
C.Sonia Chahal
D.Mary Kom

Answer A
Explanation Meena Kumari Maisnam from Manipur claimed the Gold medal in the 54 kg
category at the Boxing World Cup at Cologne in Germany.

11) Which of the following initiation of the Rotary Club of Madras North
provides sanitary napkins to the students?
A.Project Suvidha
B.Project Kannamma
C.Project Sangini
D.Project Puthuyugam

Answer B
Explanation Project Kannamma is the initiative of the Rotary Club of Madras North to provide
sanitary napkins to the students.

12) Which of the following Naval Ship was decommissioned after three
decades of service?
A.INS Arihant
B.INS Chakra
C.INS Sindhurashtra
D.INS Kozhikode

Answer D
Explanation Indian Naval Ship Kozhikode was decommissioned in a ceremony held at Naval
Jetty, Visakhapatnam, Andhra Pradesh on 13th April. INS Kozhikode gracefully retired as an
operational ship after three decades of service in the Indian Navy.
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13) Which financial company launched a unique proposition to pay electricity
bill on EMIs?
A.Aditya Birla Financial Services Private Ltd.
B.Bajaj Finserv
C.Blueshift Strategic Consultants Private Limited
D.Kotak Mahindra Financial Services Ltd.

Answer B
Explanation Bajaj Finserv financial company launched a unique proposition to pay electricity
bill on EMIs.

14) _________ won fifth green jacket and 15th major title
A.Tiger Woods
B.Dustin Johnson
C.Matt Juchar
D.Jason Day

Answer A
Explanation Tiger Woods won fifth green jacket and 15th major title.

15) India's squad for 2019 Cricket World Cup announced. Which of the
following player was left out of the squad?
A.Hardik Pandya
B.Ambati Rayudu
C.Yuzvendra Chahal
D.Ravindra Jadeja

Answer B
Explanation Ambati Rayudu and Rishabh Pant were left out of the India's squad for 2019
Cricket World Cup.

16) Who won the World Press Photo of the Year 2019 Award?
A.Chris McGrath
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B.Bence Mate
C.Pieter Ten Hoopen
D.John Moore

Answer D
Explanation Veteran Getty Images photographer John Moores photograph of a young girl
Yanela Sanchez crying as she and her mother are taken into custody by US border officials in
McAllen, Texas, USA, after crossing into the US from Mexico won the World Press Photo of the
Year and the first prize in the Spot News, Singles, category.

17) India successfully test fired its 1st indigenously made long-range sub-sonic
cruise missile 'Nirbhay', which has a strike range of _________ kilometers.
A.1,000
B.1,200
C.750
D.1,500

Answer A
Explanation Nirbhay, the 1,000 km strike range sub-sonic cruise missile is the country's first
indigenously designed and developed long-range cruise missile.

18) China developed the worlds first armed amphibious drone attack boat
named ___________.
A.Marine Alligator
B.Marine Salamander
C.Marine Lizard
D.Marine Crocodile

Answer C
Explanation China developed the worlds first armed amphibious drone attack boat named
Marine Lizard. It could be used in land and sea assault operations. It has a maximum operation
range of 1,200 kms and can be remotely controlled via satellites.

19) Rongali Bihu festival is celebrated in _______.
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A.Assam
B.Meghalaya
C.Odisha
D.Manipur

Answer A
Explanation Rongali or Bohag Bihu is the Assamese new year and spring festival, which is
celebrated from April 15 to April 21.

20) India's steel export to US in 2018 down by _____ percent.
A.64
B.36
C.52
D.49

Answer D
Explanation As per the latest report of independent Congressional Research Service (CRS),
India's steel export to the US in 2018 declined by 49 per cent to $ 372 million, while that of
aluminum increased by 58 per cent to $ 221 million.

21) Which organisation raises alarm over 300% increase in case of measles
globally?
A.World Health organisation
B.UNCTAD - UN Conference on Trade And Development.
C.UNESCO UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization.
D.UNICEF UN Children's Fund.

Answer A
Explanation World Health organisation raises alarm over 300% increase in case of measles
globally.

22) In which of the following State did the Bamboo rice show up after 4
decades?
A.Telangana
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B.Tamil Nadu
C.Odisha
D.Gujarat

Answer C
Explanation Bamboo rice has shown up in Odisha nearly after four decades. The state of Odisha
had last witnessed Bamboo rice in 1979.

23) Which of the following won the Pulitzer Prizes for Trump probes?
A.New York Times and The Wall Street Journal
B.The New Yorker and Family Circle
C.Time and People
D.None of the above

Answer A
Explanation The New York Times and The Wall Street Journal were awarded Pulitzer Prizes for
their separate investigations of President Donald Trump and his family.

24) Which of the following is awarded for excellence in newspaper journalism,
literary achievements, musical composition?
A.Nobel Prize
B.Abel Prize
C.Pulitzer Prize
D.Oscar Awards

Answer C
Explanation Pulitzer Prize is awarded for Excellence in newspaper journalism, literary
achievements, musical composition.

25) The Ministry of Commerce and Industries instructed the Health Ministry
to frame law banning manufacture and sale of _________ in the country.
A.marijuana
B.bhang
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C.e-cigarettes
D.e-charas

Answer C
Explanation The Ministry of Commerce and Industries instructed the Health Ministry to frame
law banning manufacture and sale of e-cigarettes in the country as in the absence of the domestic
legislation, it would not be possible to put a blanket ban on its imports.

26) Non-banking finance companies (NBFCs) and microfinance companies
(MFIs) raised about Rs.26,200 crore through ________.
A.Forex swap
B.OMO
C.Securitisation
D.Recapitalization

Answer C
Explanation Non-banking finance companies (NBFCs) and microfinance companies (MFIs)
raised about Rs.26,200 crore through securitisation in FY19, despite tight liquidity conditions.

27) The World Haemophilia Day is observed on _________.
A.April 19
B.April 16
C.April 18
D.April 17

Answer D
Explanation World Haemophilia Day was started in 1989 by the World Federation of
Hemophilia (WFH) which chose to bring the community together on April 17 in honour of WFH
founder Frank Schnabels birthday.

28) Which Small Finance Bank won the Celent Model Bank 2019 Award ?
A.Fincare Small Finance Bank
B.Equitas Small Finance Bank
C.AU Small Finance Bank
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D.Capital Finance Bank

Answer A
Explanation Fincare Small Finance Bank won the Celent Model Bank 2019 Award.

29) Who is appointed as Executive Director of Punjab National Bank ?
A.Rajesh Yaduvanshi
B.Dinesh Kumar
C.Sathish Kumar
D.Vikram Singh

Answer A
Explanation Rajesh Yaduvanshi is appointed as Executive Director of Punjab National Bank.

30) ADB committed highest-ever ________ including sovereign loans to India
during the year ended December 2018.
A.USD 3 billion
B.USD 2 billion
C.USD 2.5 billion
D.USD 3.5 billion

Answer A
Explanation Asian Development Bank (ADB) committed a total of USD 3.88 billion, including
sovereign loans and co-financing to India during the year ended December 2018. This is the
highest level of assistance since sovereign operations began in the country in 1986.

31) Where is kaziranga national park situated?
A.Gujarat
B.Odisha
C.West Bengal
D.Assam

Answer D
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Explanation Kaziranga National Park is located in the Golaghat and Nagaon district of Assam.
This most notable wildlife sanctuary is being declared as a World Heritage Site by UNESCO in
the year 1985.

32) Google opened its first Africa Artificial Intelligence lab in ______.
A.Kenya
B.Ghana
C.Nigeria
D.Malawi

Answer B
Explanation Google has opened an Artificial Intelligence (AI) research lab in Ghanas capital
Accra, reportedly the first of its kind in Africa, to take on challenges across the continent. Using
Googles AI machine app TensorFlow, farmers analyze the issue with their plants and boost their
production.

33) The Ministry of External Affairs has set up an ________ in the foreign
office.
A.Indo-Altlantic division
B.Indo-Pacific division
C.Indo-ASEAN division
D.Indo-Quad division

Answer B
Explanation The Ministry of External Affairs has set up an Indo-Pacific division in the foreign
office. The Indo-pacific division is intended to give a coherent architecture to the Indo-Pacific
policy.

34) The Indo-Pacific policy was articulated by PM Narendra Modi at the
________ in 2018
A.Indo-Pacific Conference
B.Elbrus Dialogue
C.Shangri-La Dialogue
D.Terracotta Conference
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Answer C
Explanation The Indo-Pacific policy was articulated by PM Narendra Modi at the Shangri-La
Dialogue in 2018. In India, the policy will be run by the MEA.

35) Which Country labeled U.S. troops in West Asia as terrorist?
A.Syria
B.Iran
C.Russia
D.India

Answer B
Explanation Irans lawmakers approved a bill labeling U.S. forces in West Asia (Middle East) as
terrorist.

36) When did Himachal Pradesh celebrate 72nd Himachal Day?
A.14th April
B.15th April
C.16th April
D.17th April

Answer B
Explanation Himachal Pradesh celebrated 72nd Himachal Day on 15th April. Himachal Day is
celebrated to commemorate its creation.

37) When was the State Himachal Pradesh formed?
A.1971
B.1948
C.1964
D.1949

Answer A
Explanation The State Himachal Pradesh formed on 25 January 1971.
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38) Which campaign at Mens Cricket World Cup 2019 was announced by ICC
Cricket for Good in partnership with UNICEF to help children?
A.China
B.Singapore
C.Japan
D.Malaysia

Answer B
Explanation The world's tallest indoor waterfall, 131-foot-tall, opened for the general public at
Singapore's Jewel Changi Airport.

39) Which of the following U.S program provides preferential duty-free entry
from 129 designated beneficiary countries and territories?
A.Trade Policy and Negotiations (TPN)
B.Free Trade Agreements (FTAs)
C.Generalised System of Preferences (GSP)
D.None of the above

Answer C
Explanation The Generalized System of Preferences (GSP) is a U.S. trade program designed to
promote economic growth in the developing world by providing preferential duty-free entry for
up to 4,800 products from 129 designated beneficiary countries and territories. GSP was
instituted on January 1, 1976, by the Trade Act of 1974.

40) World Heritage Day is observed on ________.
A.April 16
B.April 17
C.April 18
D.April 19

Answer C
Explanation World Heritage Day also known as International Day for Monuments and Sites is
an annual event celebrated on 18 April every year. In 2019, the theme is Rural Landscapes.
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41) Which bank launched NRI-Insta-Online - paperless account opening
facility for NRIs?
A.IDBI Bank
B.Indian Bank
C.State Bank of India
D.Syndicate Bank

Answer A
Explanation IDBI Bank has launched the NRI-Insta-Online account-opening process for NRIs
residing in Financial Action Task Force (FATF) member countries.

42) Who was appointed as brand ambassador of bus ticketing platform
redBus?
A.Rohit Sharma
B.Virat Kohli
C.Hardik Pandya
D.Mahendra Singh Dhoni

Answer D
Explanation Bus ticketing platform redBus has appointed cricketer Mahendra Singh Dhoni as its
brand ambassador.

43) Who was named goodwill ambassador of Team India at the Street Child
Cricket World Cup 2019?
A.Saurav Ganguly
B.Mithali Raj
C.Gautam Gambir
D.Harmanpreet Kaur

Answer B
Explanation Indian women's cricket team captain Mithali Raj has been named the goodwill
ambassador of Team India at the Street Child Cricket World Cup (SCCWC).
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44) Who is appointed as the CEO of Cairn Oil?
A.Ajay Kumar Dixit
B.Akshaya Kumar
C.Sudhir Mathur
D.Vengatesh Sundar

Answer A
Explanation Cairn Oil & Gas, a division of Vedanta Ltd, has announced the appointment of Ajay
Kumar Dixit as its Chief Executive Officer. Dixit succeeds Sudhir Mathur, who after seven
successful years with the company, moves on to pursue personal endeavors.

45) Which of the following is to test Double Asteroid Redirection Test (DART)
planetary-defence mission?
A.JAXA
B.Israel Space Agency
C.ISRO
D.Space X

Answer D
Explanation NASA announced that SpaceX will fly its Double Asteroid Redirection Test
(DART) planetary-defence mission. The total launch cost for NASA is estimated to be about $69
million.

46) Which of the following is controlled by Ministry defence and Ministry of
Home Affairs?
A.Central Reserve Police Force
B.J&K Security Force
C.Border Security Force
D.Assam Rifles

Answer D
Explanation ssam Rifles are the oldest paramilitary force of India. The administrative control of
Assam Rifles lies with the Home Ministry, while the operational control is with the Defence
Ministry.
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47) __________ sought the response from the Cabinet Committee on Security
on a plea seeking directions to remove the dual control of Assam Rifles and
bring it under the Ministry of Defence.
A.J&K HC
B.Delhi HC
C.Assam HC
D.Meghalaya HC

Answer B
Explanation The Delhi High Court sought the response from the Cabinet Committee on Security
on a plea seeking directions to remove the dual control of Assam Rifles and bring it under the
Ministry of Defence.

48) Two Indian women lawyers named in Time's 100 Most Influential People
2019 list are _________.
A.Karuna Nundy and Meenakshi Lekhi
B.Indira Jaising and Pinky Anand
C.Menaka Guruswamy and Arundhati Katju
D.Vrinda Grover and Meenakshi Arora

Answer C
Explanation Two Indian women lawyers Menaka Guruswamy and Arundhati Katju -- who
fought the legal battle for LGBTQ rights and were instrumental in the overturning of Section 377
of the Indian Penal Code -- are among the 100 named in TIME magazine's list of most influential
people for the year 2019.

49) Which country ranked top in World Press Freedom Index 2019?
A.Norway
B.Netherlands
C.Finland
D.Sweden

Answer A
Explanation Norway is ranked first in the World Press Freedom Index 2019 for the third year
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running while Finland (up two places) has taken second place from the Netherlands (down one at
4th). India dropped two places to be ranked 140th out of 180 countries in the global press
freedom index analysis.

50) Which country will host the annual G20 leaders' summit in 2020, first in
Arab world?
A.Qatar
B.Egypt
C.Bahrain
D.Saudi Arabia

Answer D
Explanation Saudi Arabia will host the annual G20 leaders' summit on November 21-22, 2020,
in its capital Riyadh. This will be the first G20 Summit to be hosted in the Arab world.

51) Where is the headquarters of CRISIL located?
A.Mumbai
B.New Delhi
C.Hyderabad
D.Kolkata

Answer A
Explanation CRISIL was formerly known as Credit Rating Information Services of India
Limited. It is a global analytical company providing ratings, research, and risk and policy
advisory services. Headquarters: Mumbai.

52) How much was sanctioned by Union cabinet for implementing 10% EWS
Quota in admission to 158 Central Educational Institutions?
A.Rs 3215.15 crore
B.Rs 5615.15 crore
C.Rs 2815.15 crore
D.Rs 4315.15 crore

Answer D
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Explanation Union cabinet approved the sanction of Rs 4315.15 crore for the 158 Central
Educational Institutions (CEIs) for implementation of reservation in admission to students
belonging to Economically Weaker Section (EWS).

53) How much soft loan was provided by Exim Bank to Rwanda for various
projects?
A.USD 255.60 million
B.USD 266.60 million
C.USD 244.60 million
D.USD 277.60 million

Answer B
Explanation Indias Export Import Bank (Exim Bank) has provided soft loans of USD 266.60
million to Rwanda for various projects. The funding, done in three separate tranches to Rwanda,
is to support - 1) agricultural projects, 2) development of special economic zones (SEZs) and 3)
for financing road project in the African nation.

54) Which Indian wrestler regained top spot in the latest world wrestling
rankings?
A.Bajrang Punia
B.Sakshi Malik
C.Yogeshwar Dutt
D.Sushil Kumar Solanki

Answer A
Explanation India's Bajrang Punia has regained the world number one spot in the men's
65-kilogram Wrestling freestyle category rankings. The rankings were released by United World
Wrestling.

55) Which bank Joins M1X change TReDS Platform for MSME Bill
Discounting
A.Bank of Maharashtra
B.Canara Bank
C.Yes Bank
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D.Dena Bank

Answer A
Explanation Bank of Maharashtra Joins M1X change TReDS Platform for MSME Bill
Discounting.

56) VARUNA is the naval exercise between India and _______.
A.Singapore
B.France
C.Russia
D.Japan

Answer B
Explanation India and France are all set to hold their largest-ever naval exercise with aircraft
carriers, destroyers, submarines and fighters early May as part of their expanding strategic
partnership. The exercise has been christened 'Varuna' and will take place off Goa and Karwar
from 1 May 2019.

57) Who is appointed as Special Observer for West Bengal by ECI?
A.AjayV Nayak
B.Suresh Kumar
C.Rajesh Sharma
D.Vikram Kumar

Answer A
Explanation AjayV Nayak appointed as Special Observer for West Bengal by ECI.

58) The total fund requirement for GSLV phase four has been pegged at
________.
A.Rs 2694.13 crore
B.Rs 2863.13 crore
C.Rs 2542.13 crore
D.Rs 2729.13 crore
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Answer D
Explanation The total fund required for GSLV phase four completion has been pegged at Rs
2729.13 crore. This fund includes the cost of five Geosynchronous Satellite Launch Vehicles
(GSLVs), essential facility augmentation, programme management, and launch campaign, along
with the additional funds required for meeting the scope of the ongoing programme.

59) Universe's first molecule that formed almost 14 billion years ago, recently
detected by NASA is ______.
A.Dideuterium
B.Disodium helide
C.Helium hydride
D.Beryllium oxide

Answer C
Explanation Helium hydride ion (HeH ), the first molecule that formed almost 14 billion years
ago, was detected by NASA's flying observatory SOFIA towards a planetary nebula. It is the first
type of molecule (first molecular bond) that formed in the universe after the Big Bang.

60) Changi airport gets world's tallest 131-ft indoor waterfall. The airport is
located in _________.
A.China
B.Singapore
C.Japan
D.Malaysia

Answer B
Explanation The world's tallest indoor waterfall, 131-foot-tall, opened for the general public at
Singapore's Jewel Changi Airport.
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