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BANKING & FINANCE
NPCI reduced UPI transaction charges up to Rs 1,000 by 60%
The National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI), which runs the Unified
Payments Interface (UPI) network, has slashed usage fees for small transactions to
encourage banks and payment service providers (PSPs) to adopt the system.
1) Charges on transactions up to Rs 1,000 have been cut to 10 paise from 25 paise
earlier, while keeping the charge for transactions above Rs 1,000 unchanged at 50
paise.
2) NPCI has reduced Incentive payments to a flat 10 paise per transaction.
Incentive payments are charges banks or PSPs pay NPCI when they credit the users
bank account with cashbacks.
3) Also Merchant transactions has reduced to flat 10 paise plus a 0.04% levy that
will be split between the acquiring bank and the issuing bank. Merchant
transactions up to Rs 1,000 earlier attracted at 25 paise fee, while those above Rs
1,000 were charged at 50 paise.
About UPI:
UPI - Unified Payments Interface
It is an instant real-time payment system facilitating inter-bank transactions.
It works by instantly transferring funds between two bank accounts on a mobile
platform.
Developed by: National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI)
Regulated by: Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
Introduced on: 11 April 2016

HDFC Bank to raise up to Rs.50,000 crore by issuing bonds
Private lender HDFC Bank said it is planning to raise up to Rs.50,000 crore this
fiscal by issuing bonds on private placement basis.
It will raise funds by issuing perpetual debt instruments [part of additional tier I
capital], tier II capital bonds and long-term bonds [financing of infrastructure and
affordable housing] up to a total amount of Rs.50,000 crore in the period of next
12 months through private placement mode. The bank would consider the proposal
on April 20.
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SBI cut interest rate on home loans up to Rs 30 lakh by 10 bps
India's largest lender, SBI has reduced the interest rate on housing loans of up to
30 lakh by 10 basis points to a range between 8.60% and 8.90% per annum, from
existing rates of 8.70% to 9%.
SBI also cut its benchmark lending rates by five basis points across all tenors.
The one-year marginal cost of fund-based lending rate (MCLR) now stands at
8.50%, down from 8.55%.
The move comes days after the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) cut its policy interest
rate by 25 basis points to 6%, in a move to boost the economy.
From May 1, the rates of large savings accounts (balances above 1 lakh) will get
revised.Overdraft and other short-term loans will get cheaper.
About SBI:
Chairperson: Rajnish Kumar
Headquarters: Mumbai
Founded: 1 July 1955
SBI is ranked as 216th in the Fortune Global 500 list of the world's biggest
corporations of 2018.

Emirates Islamic became world's first Islamic bank to launch banking via
WhatsApp
Dubai based Emirates Islamic has announced the launch of Chat Banking
services for customers via WhatsApp, marking a global first in the Islamic
banking sector.
The Chat Banking solution allows customers to use features such as checking
account balances and temporarily blocking or unblocking of an existing card.
All messages on Emirates Islamics verified WhatsApp Business account are
encrypted, ensuring confidentiality and security.
About Emirates Islamic:
Launched in: 2004
Located in: Dubai, United Arab Emirates

PAISALO Digital Limited signed the first co-origination loan agreement SBI
PAISALO Digital Limited signed the first co-origination loan agreement with
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State Bank of India (SBI).This is the first agreement of its kind in the country that
State Bank of India has signed.The agreement was signed with a vision of
empowering the AGRI, MSME segment and small businesses.
The loan ticket is designed at Rs.10,000 to 2 lakh.The company expects to disburse
200,000 loan applications in FY20.
PAISALO Digital Limited is a leading systemically important non-deposit taking
NBFC.It is registered with the Reserve Bank of India, in operations since 1992.
Co-origination loan agreement:
This new framework seeks to bring the strengths of two sectors, that is, banks
and micro-finance institutions (MFIs)/non-banking finance companies
(NBFCs) together
Under this framework, both a bank and an MFI/NBFC will join at each
underwriting and loan level and share the loan amount at an agreed percentage with
all other structures put in place
It is expected that such a blending would not only increase the flow of credit to
MSMEs but also bring down the cost of credit for the sector substantially.
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BUSINESS & ECONOMY
World Bank estimates Indias GDP to expand 7.5 percent in FY20
The World Bank expects India's Gross Domestic Product (GDP) to accelerate to
7.5% in fiscal year 2019-20.
This would be driven by continued investment strengthening, particularly privateimproved export performance and resilient consumption.
Industrial growth accelerated to 7.9 per cent, making up for a deceleration in
services.
Agriculture growth was robust at four per cent.
The real GDP growth is estimated at 7.2 per cent in FY18/19.
About World Bank:
It is an international financial institution that provides loans to countries of the
world for capital projects.
It comprises two institutions: the International Bank for Reconstruction and
Development, and the International Development Association.
Headquarters: Washington, D.C., United States
Founded: 1944
New President of World Bank: David R. Malpass

Adani Power receives LoI to acquire KWPCL
Adani Power received a letter of intent (LoI) to acquire debt-laden Korba West
Power Company Ltd. (KWPCL).
The committee of creditors of KWPCL, a company undergoing insolvency
resolution process under the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code, 2016, has
approved the resolution plan submitted by Adani Power.
KWPCL owns and operates a 600 megawatt thermal power plant in Raigarh
district in Chhattisgarh.

India retained top spot as the worlds largest recipient of remittances in 2018
According to the latest edition of World Banks Migration and Development Brief,
Indias remittance in 2018 stood at USD 79 billion.
India was followed by:
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2. China: 67$ billion
3. Mexico: 36$ billion
4. Philippines: 34$ billion
5. Egypt: 29$ billion
In 2016, India received $62.7 billion in remittances and in 2017 it was $65.3
billion.
Remittances grew by more than 14 percent in India, where a flooding disaster in
Kerala likely boosted the financial help that migrants sent to families.
Global remittances:
Global remittances, which include flows to high-income countries, reached USD
689 billion in 2018, up from USD 633 billion in 2017.
Remittances to low-and middle-income countries reached a record high of USD
529 billion in 2018, an increase of 9.6 percent over the previous record high of
USD 483 billion in 2017.
Reducing remittance costs to three per cent by 2030 is a global target under
Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 10.7.

Tata Sponge Iron Ltd. to acquire Usha Martin Ltd
Tata Sponge Iron Ltd. (TSIL), a Tata Steel subsidiary, has announced the
completion of its acquisition of the steel business of Usha Martin Ltd.
(UML). The acquisition also included UMLs steel business undertaking along with
captive power plants.
The acquisition also included a cash consideration of Rs.4,094 crore payable to
UML (after adjustment for negative working capital and debt-like items).
TSIL is subject to further holdbacks of Rs.640 crore, pending transfer of some of
the assets including mines and certain land parcels. Tata Steel had announced in a
stock exchange disclosure on September 22, 2018, the signing of definitive
agreements to buy UMLs steel business. The acquisition cost was then pegged at
between Rs.4,300 and Rs.4,700 crore. The acquired business comprises a one
million tonne per annum (mtpa) alloy-based long products making facility in
Jamshedpur, an operational iron ore mine, a coal mine under development, and
captive power plants.
UMLs steel business has a rich mix of carbon steel and alloy steel, catering to the
automotive sector as well as high-end wire-rod makers.
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The TSIL board had already approved a plan to finance the buy through an issue of
rights share up to Rs.1800 crore, external borrowings up to Rs.2500 crore and
issue of non-convertible redeemable preference shares of Rs.1,000 crore. TSIL is
debt-free with free cash reserves of about Rs.670 crore.
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INTERNATIONAL
Sri Lanka sought enhanced military training from India
Sri Lanka has sought enhanced military training from India. President
Maithripala Sirisena during his visit discussed the wide-ranging matters including
bilateral defence cooperation between the neighbouring countries and regional
security.
He also requested to increase the number of personnel trained by India. Currently,
over 60% of Sri Lankas military personnel pursue their young officers course,
junior and senior command courses in India.
Also at the conclusion of the Exercise Mitra Shakti, the sixth edition of the joint
military training exercise between the Indian Army and the Sri Lankan Army the
two countries jointly planned and executed a series of well-coordinated tactical
operations based on scenarios that are likely to be encountered in the rural and
urban environment. The two-week programme is part of an initiative that began in
2013 as part of military diplomacy between India and Sri Lanka.

Sri Lanka new railway line inaugurated
Sri Lanka has opened a new railway line connecting its coastal city of Matara
and Beliatta in Hambantota. It was built with Chinas assistance. This move will
boost passenger traffic into the island nations deep south. It is the first to be
constructed in Sri Lanka since 1948.
The new line was inaugurated on 8th April 2019 in the presence of Sri Lankas
Transport and Civil Aviation Minister Arjuna Ranatunga, Finance Minister
Mangala Samaraweera and other parliamentarians.
About the railway line:
The Matara-Beliatta railway extension is of 26.75-km length.The cost of the
project was $278 million.
The Matara-Beliatta railway extension includes the longest and second longest
railway bridges of 1.5 km and 1.04 km, respectively.
China's role:
The railway extension was financed by the Export-Import Bank of China and the
contract was awarded to the China National Machinery Import and Export
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Corporation.China termed it as a major Belt and Road Initiative (BRI)
project in Sri Lanka.
Sri Lanka has been the major recipient of Chinese loans and investments in recent
years, totalling over $8 billion. The heavy borrowing has raised concerns over Sri
Lankas ability to repay after Colombo handed over the Hambantota port to Beijing
for a 99-year lease in 2017 as a debt swap.
China's Belt and Road Initiative (BRI):
BRI is also known as the One Belt One Road (OBOR). It was first proposed by
President Xi Jinping in 2013.It is an ambitious programme to connect Asia with
Africa and Europe via land and maritime networks along six corridors.
"Belt" refers to the overland routes for road and rail transportation, called "the
Silk Road Economic Belt"; Whereas "road" refers to the sea routesor the 21st
Century Maritime Silk Road.
The aim is to strengthen infrastructure, trade, and investment links between China
and some 65 other countries that account collectively for over 30 percent of global
GDP, 62% of the population, and 75 percent of known energy reserves.

PM May repeated an expression of deep regret over Jallianwala Bagh
British Prime Minister Theresa May reiterated the UK government's longstanding expression of deep regretover the April 1919 Jallianwala Bagh
massacre and called the massacre a 'shameful scar' on British Indian history.
But the words of PM May fell short in issuing a formal apology. Since 2019 was
the centenary of the horrendous act there was a growing demand from many
quarters for the formal apology including Indian diaspora and Labour leader
Jeremy Corbyn. The UK government has announced that on the centenary of the
massacre British high commission in New Delhi would visit the memorial site on
April 13 and lay a wreath.
There would be a public acknowledgment of the centenary and the sense of 'deep
regret' in events organized in the UK. Earlier the Punjab Assembly had passed a
resolution seeking a formal apologyfrom Britain for the Jallianwala Bagh massacre.
The statement by the Prime MinisterTheresa May did not go beyond the longstanding expression of 'deep regret' over the April 1919 Jallianwala Bagh massacre.
Jallianwala Bagh massacre:
Location: Amritsar, Punjab, British India

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(April 8 - April 14, 2019)

Date: 13 April 1919
Target: Crowd of nonviolent protesters, along with Baisakhi pilgrims, who had
gathered in Jallianwala Bagh, Amritsar
Attack type: Massacre
Weapons: Lee-Enfield rifles
The Jallianwala Bagh massacre, also known as the Amritsar massacre, took place
on 13 April 1919 when troops of the British Indian Army under the command
of Colonel Reginald Dyer fired rifles into a crowd of Indians, who had gathered in
Jallianwala Bagh, Amritsar, Punjab.
The civilians had assembled for a peaceful protest to condemn the arrest and
deportation of two national leaders, Satya Pal, and Saifuddin Kitchlew.

SpaceX launched its first commercial mission
SpaceXs Falcon Heavy, the most powerful operational rocket in the world,
launched its first commercial mission from Florida in a key demonstration for
billionaire entrepreneur Elon Musks space company in the race to grasp lucrative
military launch contracts.
The 23-story-tall Heavy, which previously launched Musks cherry red Tesla
roadster to space in a 2018 debut test flight, blasted off from Floridas Kennedy
Space Center carrying its first customer payload.
SpaceX:
It is a private American aerospace manufacturer and space transportation services
company
Industry: Aerospace
Founded on: May 6, 2002
Headquarters: Hawthorne, California, U.S.
CEO and CTO: Elon Musk
President and COO: Gwynne Shotwell

India built maternity hospital in Nepal's Siraha district
The Chandra Narayan Yadav Memorial Maternity Hospital built on an Indian
grant of Nepalese Rupees 26.90 million, was inaugurated by Ambassador of India
to Nepal, Manjeev Singh Puri.
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The hospital has been built under the Government of India's Small Development
Projects Scheme.
The hospital is being run by the Chandra Narayan Yadav Memorial Trust under the
principle of no profit/no loss basis.
The 25-bedded maternity hospital will provide maternity and health care services to
the people of 50 village development committees (VDC) in and around the district
of Siraha.
The hospital is equipped with ultrasound facilities, a blood bank, an emergency
room, ICU, CCU, major OT, a minor OT, and other basic facilities.
About Nepal:
Capital: Kathmandu
Currency: Nepalese rupee
Prime minister: Khadga Prasad Oli
President: Bidhya Devi Bhandari
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INDIAN AFFAIRS
Supreme Court increased VVPAT verification for Lok Sabha election
As per the Supreme Courts order would be implemented in the Lok Sabha
election scheduled to begin on April 11. The court refused to go into the issue of
integrity of the EVMs at this belated stage.
SC has increased the number of EVM-VVPATs subjected to physical verification
in order to ensure the greatest degree of accuracy, satisfaction in the election
process.
Under the ECI guidelines, only the VVPAT slips from one EVM in every
Assembly segment/constituency was subjected to physical verification. Now, with
five such EVMs under physical scrutiny, the election would be fool-proof and
provide greater satisfaction.
The Supreme Courts decision is far short of what 21 Opposition parties wanted.
The parties wanted VVPAT verification in 50% or 125 polling booths in each
constituency. The court said VVPAT verification of five EVMs, rather than in 125
polling booths, is more viable at this point of time.

Around 5,000 Naga Konyak women dance set a Guinness World Record in
Nagaland
In an attempt to set a new Guinness World Records in the category of largest
traditional Konyak dance display, around 5,000 Konyak community women, all
decked up in colourful traditional attire, danced to the tune of a ceremonial song at
Nagaland, coinciding with the Aoleang festival.
The theme of this years Aoleang, also called Mini Hornbill festival, was
Empowering women for cultural heritage.

Indias gold reserves increased in February
The World Gold Council (WGC) said that India has marginally increased its gold
holding to 1.7 tonnes in February while maintaining the tenth position among
countries in terms of yellow metal reserves.
India added 1.7 tonnes in February while most other countries, except Russia and
China, had their reserves unchanged in the recent past.As per WGC, India had total
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gold reserves of 608.7 tonnes in February, marginally up from the previous
months holding of 607 tonnes.
World Gold Council (WGC):
Headquarters: London, United Kingdom
President: David Harquail
CEO: David Tait
WGC is the market development organisation for the gold industry
It works across all parts of the industry, from gold mining to investment
The aim is to stimulate and sustain demand for gold

Indian Railways creates record; Free WiFi at 500 rail stations in 7 days
Modi governments Digital India initiative, RailTel, which is a mini ratna CPSU
(Central Public Sector Undertaking) under the Ministry of Railways has provided
free high-speed WiFi service to as many as 500 stations in a short period of seven
days with RailWire.
RailTel has also tied up with Tata Trust for providing free WiFi at 4,791 B, C, D
and E category railway stations.
Recently, Northern Railways Sahibabad station has become the 1500th railway
station in India to get the free WiFi facility.
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The free WiFi project was initiated from Mumbai Central railway station.
About RailTel Corporation of India:
RailTel is one of the largest and fastest public Wi-Fi networks in the world.
It focuses on providing broadband and VPN services.
Chairperson: Shri. Puneet Chawla
Founded: September 2000
Headquarters: Gurugram

India becomes YouTube largest and fastest growing market
India has become YouTubes largest and fastest growing market with 265
million Indians watching the video-sharing website every month.
In the last year, YouTubes consumption on mobile has increased to 85%, with 60%
of the watch time coming from outside the six largest metros in India. Today,
YouTube creators have become effective storytellers, with more than 1,200 Indian
creators crossing the million subscriber-milestone, compared to five years ago,
when there were only two creators.
Youtube:
Founded on: February 14, 2005
Headquarters: California, United States
CEO: Susan Wojcicki
Parent: Google (2006present)
YouTube today has become the first stop for users to consume content, whether
they are looking for entertainment or information. It is this incredible variety of
content combined with the growing reach that makes YouTube a perfect platform
for brands to drive personalised engagement.
User behaviour has shifted massively to mobile video and therein lies the
opportunity for marketers today.
YouTube allows users to upload, view, rate, share, add to playlists, report,
comment on videos, and subscribe to other users. It offers a wide variety of usergenerated and corporate media videos.

ECI banned Ads that are not pre certified by screening committees
The Election Commission of India (ECI) announced a ban on parties,
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candidates, and others from publishing political advertisements on polling day
and a day prior to it in each of the seven phases of Lok Sabha polls unless their
contents are pre-certified by screening committees. EC has stated that the Media
Certification and Monitoring Committee at the state and district levels be
immediately activated to examine and pre-certify all such advertisements received
from the political parties. To ensure that no untoward incident takes place because
of any inflammatory or hate advertisements.
At present, electronic media is barred from showing election publicity material
during the last 48 hours before the conclusion of polling. Using its constitutional
powers, the Election Commission has directed no political party, candidates or
others will publish any advertisement in the print media on the day and one day
prior to polling day in all the phases unless they are pre-certified by the screening
committees. The EC had taken such a decision for the first time in 2015 Bihar
polls.
Election Commission of India (ECI):
ECI is responsible for administering election processes in India
Formed: 25 January 1950
Headquarters: New Delhi
Chief Election Commissioner: Sunil Arora
Election Commissioner: Ashok Lavasa

DoT approved the merger of TTSL and Bharti Airtel
The Department of Telecom (DoT) approved for the merger of Tata Teleservices
(TTSL) with Bharti Airtel, subject to the condition that the Sunil Bharti Mittal-led
firm furnishes Rs.7,200 crore worth bank guarantee.
Both the companies are expected to submit an undertaking on matters related to
court cases before the merger is taken on record.The merger will be taken on record
after Airtel submits thebank guarantee of about Rs.6,000 crore for one-time
spectrum charges and another Rs.1,200 crore for the spectrum that would be
acquired from TTSL.
Tata Teleservices Limited:
Founded on: 1996
Founder: Ratan Tata
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Headquarters: Mumbai, Maharashtra
Interim Chairman: Ratan Tata
MD & CEO: Srinath Narasimhan

Nizamabad Lok Sabha Seat May Enter Guinness Book With Record EVMs
Nizamabad Lok Sabha constituency in Telangana, which went to elections, may
well get into the Guiness Book of World Record for the use of largest number of
Electronic Voting Machines (EVMs).
With a high number of 185 candidates, including 178 farmers, in the contest, the
Election Commission (EC) used 12 EVMs in each booth in the constituency.
In any constituency, usually one or maximum four EVMs are used with one
control unit in each booth, but in Nizamabad, 12 EVMs were linked to one control
unit and the constituency has 1,778 polling centres.
The EC used M3 type EVMs which can support up to 24 BUs (ballot Units). Each
BU will have 24 names.
Besides, large number of BUs, the EC used 2,200 Control Units and about 2,600
VVPATs for Nizamabad Constituency.
This new version of EVMs was developed by the Electronics Corp of India Ltd
(ECIL) and Bharat Electronics Ltd (BEL).
About Telangana:
Capital: Hyderabad
Chief Minister: Chandrashekar Rao
National Park: Mrugavani National Park, Mahavir Harina Vanasthali National Park
Major airport: Rajiv Gandhi International Airport, Shamshabad
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SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY
ICMR Ethical Guidelines is mandatory for all biomedical researches in India
The Indian Council of Medical Researchs (ICMR) National Ethical Guidelines
for Biomedical Research has now been mademandatoryfor biomedical research.
The rule has been passed as per the New Drugs and Clinical Trials Rules 2019.
All biomedical research in India now needs to be adhered by the ICMR's National
Ethical Guidelines for Biomedical Research.
About Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR):
ICMR the apex body in India for the formulation, coordination, and promotion of
biomedical research
It is one of the oldest and largest medical research bodies in the world
Formed on: 1911 (as IRFA) and 1949 (renamed to ICMR)
Funded by: Government of India
Headquarters: New Delhi
Secretary & Director General: Dr.Balram Bhargava
Functions under: Department of Health Research, Ministry of Health and Family
Welfare

Google launched its 1st drone delivery service in Australia
Wing, one of the many companies belonging to Alphabet (Google parent) made its
first delivery in Canberra, Australia after getting approval from the Australia's
Civil Aviation Safety Authority (CASA).
The drones will deliver food and drinks as well as medication directly to clients'
homes.
Wing was testing drone delivery in Australia since 2014 and delivered medicines,
chocolate to 3,000 homes in the last 18 months.
Wing is now preparing to launch a trial service in Helsinki, Finland.

President Ram Nath Kovind launched Veer Parivar App
On April 9th, the Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) celebrated its 54th
Valour Day (Shaurya Diwas). On the occasion, President Ram Nath Kovind
launched 'Veer Parivar App', a mobile application for families of CRPF personnel
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killed in the line of duty.
About the Veer Parivar App:
The App is an interface between the CRPF authorities and the next of kin of the
slain personnel.It will be installed securely on the phones of the slain personnel
families and will not be available in the app stores.
The app will provide assistance to the families of the martyred CRPF personnel
with regard to issuance of ex gratia, pension benefits etc. The app will also
provide all the necessary information regarding the welfare schemes introduced for
them by the government.
The App will provide assistance to the families on a real-time basis and the CRPF
authorities will respond to the issues raised by the members of the families of the
slain personnel.
54th Valour Day or Shaurya Diwas:
The CRPF celebrates 9 April as Shaurya Diwas or Valour Day to commemorate
the defence of the Sardar Post in the Rann of Kutch at the onset of the IndiaPakistan War of 1965.
In the intervening night of 8 and 9 April 1965, nearly 3500 men from the 51st
Infantry of Pakistani Army invaded India at Sardar Post. The Pakistani Army
comprised 18 Punjab battalion, 8 Frontier Rifles, and 6 Baluch battalion. Their
mission was to capture the Indian territory defended by Sardar Post.
The post was guarded by two battalions of CRPF, roughly 150 soldiers. Compared
to the Pakistani Army, the CRPF soldiers were no match in terms of an arsenal.
Additionally, the terrain was disadvantageous for the defending forces.
A fight ensued in which the Pakistani Army made three attempts to overrun the
post.The battle lasted for 12 hours. In the end, the Pakistani Army fled the
battleground leaving behind 34 of their men dead andCRPF lost six of its brave
soldiers. Ever sincethe day has been celebrated by the CRPF as the Valour Day or
Shaurya Diwas.

Google unveiled new Cloud Platform, Anthos to manage apps from anywhere
Google has introduced a new open platform called Anthos to run and manage apps
from anywhere.
Based on the Cloud Services Platform that Google announced in 2018, Anthos lets
users run applications on existing on-premise hardware investments or in the
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Public Cloud.
Anthos will also let users manage workloads running on third-party clouds like
Amazon AWS and Microsoft Azure.
Anthos is a Kubernetes-powered technology to build and manage hybrid
applications, for on-premises or cloud deployments.
Google also announced Anthos Migrate in beta, which auto-migrates virtual
machines (VMs) from on-premises, or other clouds, directly into containers in
Google Kubernetes Engine (GKE) with minimal effort.
About Google:
It is considered one of the Big Four technology companies, alongside Amazon,
Apple and Facebook.
Founded: 4 September 1998, Menlo Park, California, United States
Founders: Larry Page, Sergey Brin
Parent organization: Alphabet Inc.
Headquarters: Mountain View, California, United States
CEO: Sundar Pichai
Subsidiaries: YouTube, Dialogflow, Apigee, Google UK Limited, and more

Event Horizon Telescope captured first ever Black hole image
Astronomers have taken the first-ever image of a black hole, which is located in a
distant galaxy known as Messier 87 (M87).The image shows an intensely
bright ring of fire surrounding a perfectly circular dark hole.The black hole in the
centre of M87 has a mass of more than six billion solar masses.
The Event Horizon Telescope(EHT) captured the image from the galaxy that is 50
million light years away.The Event Horizon Telescope (EHT) is a planet-scale
array of eight ground-based radio telescopes that are linked together.The EHT was
designed to capture images of a black hole.
Black holes:
Black holes are extraordinary cosmic objects with enormous masses but
extremely compact sizes
The presence of these objects affects their environment in extreme ways, warping
spacetime and super-heating any surrounding material so that it glows
The theory of general relativity predicts that the heated material will illuminate the
extremely warped spacetime, making a dark shadow visible
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Google partners with MMTC-PAMP India
Google has partnered with bullion refiner MMTC-PAMP India to allow Google
Pay users to buy and sell gold through the app. Through this partnership with
Indias only LBMA-accredited gold refinery, Google Pay users will be able to
buy 99.99% 24-karat gold.
This type of service is already offered by the likes of Paytm, Mobikwik, and
PhonePe.
Google:
Formerly: Google Inc. (19982017)
Industry: Internet, Software, Computer hardware
Founded on: September 4, 1998
Founded in: Menlo Park, California, USA
Founders: Larry Page, Sergey Brin
Headquarters: California, U.S.
CEO: Sundar Pichai
CFO: Ruth Porat

Scientists discovered chain melted state of matter
Scientists from the University of Edinburgh of Scotland while examining
potassium have discovered a new state of physical matter where atoms can exist
as both solid and liquid at the same time known as the chain melted state. The
discovery was made using powerful computer simulations.
At the chain-melted state, atoms are both solid and liquid at the same time.
Scientists have discovered that when extreme pressure and temperature are applied
to potassium, it can form a state in which most of the atoms form a lattice structure
but a second set is in a fluid arrangement.
Scientists say that it would be like holding a sponge filled with water that starts
dripping out, except the sponge is also made of water. Over half a dozen elements
including sodium and bismuth are thought to be capable of existing in the newly
discovered state. Researchers hope it can be further examined to find more uses for
the unexpected discovery.
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DEFENCE
DRDO says that all low earth satellites are in reach of ASAT missile
Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) said that
the anti-satellite (ASAT) test, Mission Shakti, conducted in the month of March
is a deterrence capability and the missile can cover all satellites in Low Earth
Orbit (LEO).
LEO was chosen based on simulations with the primary objective being to
minimise debris. It was intentionally done at 280 km altitude so that debris decay
fast It also said that the guidance and control algorithm has been developed to do
interception at 1,000 km above the earth. The test covered all LEO satellites,
including those for military use.
DRDO also reported that NASA is continuing its cooperation with India,
including in the manned mission to space.

INS Shakti, INS Kolkata to take part in Chinese Navys 70th anniversary
celebrations
The two ships are scheduled to visit Chinese port of Qingdao from 21 to 26 April
to participate in an International Fleet Review to celebrate the 70th anniversary of
Peoples Liberation Army (PLA) Navy.
INS Kolkata is the lead ship of the Kolkata-class stealth guided-missile destroyers
of the Indian Navy.
INS Shakti is tanker and supply ship.
Over 60 countries would join the commemorative event for the PLA Navys 70th
founding anniversary on April 23.

Government clears procurement of 464 T-90 tanks from Russia
Amid increased tensions with Pakistan, the Central government has cleared the
procurement of 464 T-90 tanks from Russia in a deal worth over Rs 13,500
crore.Under the new deal, the tanks would be provided to the Armoured Corps of
the force which will use them for deployment along the border with Pakistan.
The deal would increase the number of T-90s in the Army to close to 2,000 along
with the remaining T-72 and T-55s.The Indian Army had first purchased T-90 tanks
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in 2001 when 310 units were ordered.The Indian Army is projected to have a force
of over 1,600 T-90 tanks by 2020.
The army is also looking to develop new tanks under the Futuristic Main Battle
Tank project.The Army also operates two regiments of the Arjun Mark 1 tanks,
which are mainly used in the desert terrain due to their weight.
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AWARDS AND HONOURS
Tata Steel won 'Global Slag Company of the Year' award
The award has been presented to Tata Steel for its innovative practices in
development of new applications for Steel by-products (Slag).
The award was given at the 14th Global Slag Conference and Exhibition 2019, held
recently in Aachen, Germany.
The conference is one of the largest global annual slag event, attended by major
steelmakers, steel mill service providers & associated companies.
About Tata Steel:
Formerly called: Tata Iron and Steel Company Limited
It is a subsidiary of the Tata Group and is an Indian multinational steel-making
company.
Founded: 25 August 1907, Jamshedpur
Headquarters: Mumbai
Founder: Jamsetji Tata

AIMA Managing India Awards 2019 to Azim Premji, Mahendra Mohan
Gupta and 9 others
The All India Management Association (AIMA) Managing India Awards 2019 was
held on April 08, 2019 at Hotel Taj Palace, New Delhi.
Mahendra Mohan Gupta, Chairman & Managing Director, Jagran Prakashan Ltd
and Editorial Director, Dainik Jagran, was awarded under Lifetime Contribution to
Media category.
Complete Winners List:
1. Lifetime Contribution Award: Azim H Premji (Chairman, Wipro Ltd)
2. Outstanding Institution Builder: Prathap C Reddy (Founder-Chairman, Apollo
Hospitals Group)
3. Corporate Citizen Award: Devi Prasad Shetty (Founder & Chairman Narayana
Hrudalaya)
4. Entrepreneur of the year: Sanjiv Bajaj (Managing Director, Bajaj Finserv Ltd)
5. Business Leader of the Year: Sanjiv Mehta (Chairman & Managing Director,
Hindustan Unilever Ltd)
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6. Lifetime Contribution to Media: Mahendra Mohan Gupta (Chairman &
Managing Director, Jagran Prakashan Ltd and Editorial Director, Dainik Jagran)
7. Outstanding Contribution to Media: Uday Shankar (President, 21st Century
Fox, Asia and Chairman and CEO, Star India)
8. Indian MNC of the Year: Pawan Goenka (Mahindra & Mahindra Ltd,
Managing Director and Member of the Group Executive Board)
9. MNC in India of the Year: T Krishnakumar (Coca-Cola India, President &
CEO, India & Southwest Asia)
10. Outstanding PSU of the Year: Sanjiv Singh (Chairman, Indian Oil
Corporation Ltd)
11. Director of the Year: Rajkumar Hirani (Director, Producer, Writer & Editor Sanju Movie)
About AIMA Managing India Awards 2019:
It is one of the most prestigious leadership honours in the country.
Established in: 2010
Prime objective: To recognize achievers i.e. leading icons from the Indian industry,
media, sport and entertainment

Dost Education won the Next Billion Edtech Prize
India's education technology startup 'Dost Education' has bagged a $25,000 Next
Billion Edtech Prize 2019.Two other startups, Ubongo (Tanzania) and PraxiLabs
(Egypt), also won the award.
Dost Education was awarded for its ability to empower parents to take charge of
their child's early education by creating short, friendly audio content that is sent
to them via their mobile phones.Because of this app low-income families need no
longer send their children to primary school behind and without a chance to catch
up.
Next Billion Edtech Prize 2019:
Next Billion Edtech Prize 2019 is awarded by the UK-based Varkey Foundation
The award recognises the most innovative technology destined to have a radical
impact on education in low income and emerging world countries
The award also highlights technologies potential to tackle the problems that have
proven too difficult for successive generations of politicians to solve
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Namami Gange got Public Water Agency of the Year award at Global Water
Summit
India's flagship programme, National Mission for Clean Ganga (NMCG) or
Namami Gange was felicitated with Public Water Agency of the Year award by
Global Water Intelligence at the Global Water Summit in London.
Namami Gange Mission:
The Namami Gange programme is an integrated mission for Ganga rejuvenation,
and approved by the Union Government in June 2014 with budget outlay of
Rs.20,000 Crore.
The Namami Gange Mission aims to provide comprehensive and sustainable
solutions for major pollution hot spots along the stretch of 97 towns and 4,465
villages on the Ganga stem.
Kanpur has been the hotspot of major pollution on the Ganga stem.
In Namami Gange programme, a total of 289 projects have so far been sanctioned
at a cost of Rs 28,377 crore out of which 87 projects have been completed.
Global Water Summit:
Global Water Summit is the major business conference for the water industry
worldwide.
Global Water Awards recognise excellence across the entire international water
industry and reward those initiatives in the water, wastewater, and desalination
sectors which bring remarkable improvements in the lives of people.

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(April 8 - April 14, 2019)

SPORTS
ESPN India Multi-Sport Awards 2018 announced, PV Sindhu and Neeraj
conferred with Sportsperson of year award
Olympic silver medallist P.V. Sindhu and star javelin thrower Neeraj Chopra
were named as female and male sportsperson of the year in the ESPN India MultiSport Awards for their achievements in 2018.
2012 London Olympics bronze medallist shuttler Saina Nehwal won the award for
the Comeback of the Year after bagging the bronze at the 2018 Asian Games.
ESPN Multi-Sport awards 2018 recognised achievements across 11 categories.
Other Winners of the Award are:
Coach of the Year - Jaspal Rana (shooting)
Emerging Sportsperson of the Year - Saurabh Chaudhary (shooting)
Team of the Year - Womens team (table tennis)
Match of the Year - Amit Panghal vs Hasanboy Dusmatov (boxing)
Differently-abled athlete of the Year - Ekta Bhyan (para-athletics)
Moment of the Year - Womens 4x400m relay
Lifetime Achievement Award - Pradip Kumar Banerjee (football).
About ESPN:
ESPN - Entertainment and Sports Programming Network
Headquarters: United States
Founded: 7 September 1979

Malaysia Open Badminton 2019: Lin Dan clinched title in Mens Singles
category
Chinese badminton ace Lin Dan clinched the Malaysia Open 2019 title against
countryman Chen Long to claim his first major title in two years.The 2019
Malaysia Open, officially the CELCOM AXIATA Malaysia Open 2019, is a
badminton tournament which takes place at Axiata Arena in Malaysia from 2 to 7
April 2019 and has a total purse of $700,000.
Winners of the Tournament:
Womens Singles: Tai Tzu-ying (Taiwan)
Mens Doubles: Li Junhui & Liu Yuchen
Womens Doubles: Chen Qingchen & Jia Yifan (China)

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(April 8 - April 14, 2019)

Mixed Doubles: Zheng Siwei & Huang Yaqiong (China)
About Malaysia:
Capital: Kuala Lumpur
Prime Minister: Mahathir Mohamad
Currency: Ringgit

Rawat has been qualified for 2020 Olympics
Indian swimmer Kushagra Rawat has been qualified for 2020 Olympics, Tokyo.
It was after he achieved the B standard of the 800m freestyle event at the Speedo
Thailand Age Group Championships in Bangkok.
About 2020 Olympics:
Host city: Tokyo, Japan
Dates: 24 Jul 2020 9 Aug 2020
Motto: Discover Tomorrow

Dream11 became Indias first billion-dollar gaming Startup
Mumbai-based Dream11 has become India's first gaming unicorn or billiondollar startup with an investment from Steadview Capital.
Apart from Steadview Capital, Kalaari Capital, Think Investments, Multiples
Equity and Tencent investments collectively put Dream11s total evaluation beyond
$1 billion.
The investment by Hong Kong and London-based Steadview Capital comes about
eight months after Dream 11 sealed a $100 million equity financing round led by
Tencent, which is world's fifth-largest internet company.
About Dream11:
Dream11 is Indias biggest fantasy sports platform with over 53 million users.
Founded: 2008
Founders: Bhavit Sheth, Harsh Jain
Dream11 offers its users fantasy gaming in categories such as cricket, football,
kabaddi, and basketball.

Virat Kohli and Smriti Mandhana named the Wisden's Leading Cricketers in
the World

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(April 8 - April 14, 2019)

In the 2019 (156th) edition of the Wisden Cricketers' Almanack published recently,
Indian cricket captain Virat Kohli and women's cricketer Smriti Mandhana were
named the Leading Cricketers in the World.
Kohli has won the honour for an unprecedented third year in a row while its the
first time Smriti has won the honour.
Kohli scored 2,735 runs across the three formats in 2018 while Smriti scored 669
and 682 runs in ODIs and T20s respectively.
Afghanistan spinner Rashid Khan was named the Leading T20 cricketer for the
second year in a row.
Wisden's Cricketers of the Year was also awarded to four other Cricketers namely
English cricketers Jos Buttler, Sam Curran, Rory Burns and Tammy Beaumont, for
their performances in the 2018 English summer.
About Wisden Cricket Awards:
Wisden Cricketers' Almanack is a cricket reference book published annually in the
United Kingdom.
Wisden has been awarding cricketers since 1889.
It is considered one of the most prestigious honours in the sport.

Eni Nuraeni named as Best athletic coach in Asia 2019 by AAA
Indonesian Eni Nuraeni was named by Asian Athletic Association (AAA) as the
best athletic coach in Asia for the short-haul run category in 2019.It was
announced by the Indonesian athletic sports association (PB PASI).
Eni coaches young sprinter Lalu Muhammad Zohri to win the 100m gold medal in
10.20 seconds in the 2019 Grand Prix Malaysia Open athletics
championships.Earlier, Zohri won the 100m in 10.18 in the IAAF World U20
Championships in Tampere, Finland in 2018.
Asian Athletic Association (AAA):
It is the continental governing body for the sport of athletics in Asia
It organises the Asian Championships in Athletics and other continental
competitions
It is headquartered in Singapore
The current president Qatari Dahlan Jumaan al-Hamad, who was elected to the
position in 2013
Suresh Kalmadi of India was the president from 2000 to 2013
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AITA signs MoU with STF to train Indian junior players
The All India Tennis Association (AITA) has signed a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) with Serbian Tennis Federation (STF) to train Indian
junior players under world-renowned Serbian coaches at the R.K. Khanna
Stadium, New Delhi.
The MoU was signed on 10th April by AITA Secretary-General Hironmoy
Chatterjee and STF CEO Dusan Orlandic. Trainers and coaches from Serbia will
come to India for a week/ two-week camp in the under-12, 14, 16 and 18
categories.
All India Tennis Association (AITA):
It is the governing body of tennis in India
It is also responsible for organising and hosting tennis tournaments within India
and scheduling the home international fixtures
Established in: March 1920
Headquarters: New Delhi, India
Affiliation: International Tennis Federation
Regional affiliation: Asian Tennis Federation
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SUMMITS & CONFERENCE
Global Cooling Coalition was launched in Global Conference on Synergies
The Global Cooling Coalition was launched at the first Global Conference on
Synergies between the 2030 Agenda and Paris Agreement held at Copenhagen,
Denmark.The Global Cooling Coalition is supported by the UN, Climate and
Clean Air Coalition, the Kigali Cooling Efficiency Program and Sustainable
Energy for All (SEforALL).
The coalition includes environment ministers from Chile and Rwanda and foreign
affairs from Denmark as well as heads of Danish engineering firms ENGIE and
Danfoss and leaders from civil society, research and intergovernmental
institutions.The Coalition aims to: Inspire ambition, identify solutions and mobilize
action to accelerate progress towards clean and efficient cooling. Provide all with
sustainable cooling at a scale that would ensure safe food, safe vaccine, and
comfort at work.
As the incidence of heat waves is increasing with the regular and alarming
frequency it is affecting the health and well being of people. Hence there is a
growing demand for cooling which keeps individuals healthy, vaccines stable,
food nutritious and economies productive.

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(April 8 - April 14, 2019)

SCHEMES
Congress proposed Nyay scheme in its manifesto
The Congress party in its election manifesto for the Lok Sabha Elections 2019
has announced a Minimum Income scheme Nyuntam Aay Yojana (Nyay) as a
surgical strike against poverty.
The Nyay scheme is targeted towards 5 crore families who are the poorest 20%in
India.
Nyay scheme guarantees each family a cash transfer of Rs. 72,000 a year and as far
as possible the money will be transferred to a bank account of a woman in the
family. There will a design phase (3 months), followed by pilot and testing phases
(6-9 months) before the rollout of the plan. The Nyay scheme would be a joint
scheme of the central and state governments.
Nyay scheme will be funded through new revenues and rationalisation of
expenditure. Current merit subsidy schemes that are intended to achieve specific
objectives will be continued.
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APPOINTMENTS / RESIGN
Praful Patel becomes 1st Indian to be elected as member of FIFA Executive
Council
Praful Patel is the current president of All India Football Federation (AIFF).
He got 38 out of 46 votes.
His membership in the council will be for four years, from 2019 to 2023.
Patel was accompanied by AIFF general secretary Kushal Das and senior vicepresident Subrata Datta.
FIFA Council member election was held during the 29th Asian Football
Confederations (AFC) Congress in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.
About FIFA Council:
FIFA - Fdration Internationale de Football Association
It is the governing body of association football.
Headquarters: Zurich, Switzerland
President: Gianni Infantino
Senior Vice President: Salman Bin Ibrahim Al-Khalifa

Graham Reid appointed as chief coach of India men's hockey team
Reid was part of the silver-medal winning Australian team at the 1992 Barcelona
Olympics.
Reid's appointment till the end of 2020 was ratified after Hockey India received
necessary clearance from the Sports Authority of India (SAI).
India had been without a chief coach since Harendra Singh was sacked after last
year's World Cup
Reid will be in charge of the team during their next international assignment -- tour
to Australia in May 2019.
About Hockey India::
Founded: 2009
Affiliation: International Hockey Federation (FIH)
Headquarters: New Delhi, India
President: Mohammad Mushtaq Ahmed
India men's hockey team Captain: Manpreet Singh
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Manager: Arjun Halappa
FIH ranking: 5 (16 December 2018)

Kirstjen Nielsen resigns as Homeland Security Secretary
Kirstjen Nielsen, Homeland Security Secretary, resigned her position on 7th April.
Ms.Nielsen will, however, stay on until April 10. Kevin McAleenan, the current
U.S. Customs, and Border Protection Commissioner will take charge as Acting
Homeland Security Secretary.
Ms. Nielson, who has had a rocky working relationship with President Donald
Trump, handed in her resignation at a time when there were growing signs of
division within the administration over how to handle the swelling numbers at the
U.S.-Mexico border.

Benjamin Netanyahu elected for 5th term as Israel's Prime Minister
Netanyahu defeated centrist ex-military chief Benny Gantz, whose nascent Blue
and White party emerged as a viable alternative to Netanyahu's decade in power.
With over 97% votes counted, Netanyahu's Likud party tied with the Blue and
White party, winning 35 seats each in the 120-member Knesset.
Netanyahu's victory came amid allegations of corruption against him and his wife.
His campaign has focused heavily on his friendship with President Donald Trump
and his success in cultivating new allies, such as China, India and Brazil.
About Benjamin Netanyahu:
He is the first Israeli Prime Minister born in Israel after the establishment of the
state.
He is the Chairman of the Likud party.
He became the leader of Likud in 1993 and won the 1996 elections, becoming
Israel's youngest-ever Prime Minister, serving his first term from June 1996 to July
1999.
About Israel;
Capital: Jerusalem
Currency: Israeli new shekel
Population: 87.1 lakhs (2017) World Bank
President: Reuven Rivlin
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Parliament called: Knesset

Cairn Indias CEO and CFO resigns
Cairn India CEO Sudhir Mathur and CFO Pankaj Kalra have resigned from
the firm. Ajay Dixit, who was CEO of the Aluminum and Power divisions of
Vedanta, will take over from Mr.Mathur in the interim, after his exit.
Mr.Mathur is the fourth CEO to quit the firm after it was acquired by Vedanta in
2011.
Cairn India
Cairn India is a subsidiary of Vedanta Resources
It is one of the largest independent oil and gas exploration and production
companies in India
Industry: Oil and gas
Founded on: 2007
Headquarters: Gurgaon, Haryana
Area served: India, Sri Lanka & South Africa
Chairman: Navin Agarwal

Nitin Chugh likely to be appointed as MD & CEO of Ujjivan Small Finance
Bank
Nitin Chugh, digital banking head of private sector lender HDFC Bank, is likely
to succeed Samit Ghosh, the Managing Director and Chief Executive of Ujjivan
Small Finance Bank.Mr.Ghosh, who is also the founder of Ujjivan SFB, will retire
in November 2019.
The Bengaluru-based small finance bank has already applied to the Reserve Bank
of India (RBI) for approval to appoint Mr.Chugh as the Managing Director and
Chief Executive Officer. Mr.Chugh has over 23 years of experience.
Ujjivan Small Finance Bank:
Type: Small finance bank
Industry: Banking, Financial services
Founded 1: February 2017
Founder: Samit Ghosh
Headquarters: Bangalore, Karnataka
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Non-Exe Chairman: Sunil Patel
MD & CEO: Samit Ghosh
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IMPORTANT DAYS
Nagaland observed the 75th Anniversary of the Battle of Kohima
Nagaland observed the 75th Anniversary of the Battle of Kohima on 4th April
2019. The theme of the event is 'Remembrance, Reconciliation, and Rebirth'.
The dignitaries from the UK and Japan sought reconciliation and forgiveness for
the sufferings and pain caused against each other at the Battle of Kohima, that was
fought in three stages during the Second World War in 1944.
Battle of Kohima is considered as the turning point of the Japanese U Go
offensive, or Operation C mission launched in India in 1944 during the Second
World War.
The Battle of Kohima was fought in three stages from 3 April to 22 June 1944
around the town of Kohima in Nagaland in northeast India:
1. From 3 to 16 April, the Japanese attempted to capture Kohima ridge
2. From 18 April to 13 May, British and Indian reinforcements counter-attacked to
drive the Japanese from the positions they had captured. The Japanese abandoned
the ridge at this point but continued to block the Kohima-Imphal road
3. From 16 May to 22 June, the British and Indian troops pursued the retreating
Japanese and reopened the road
The battle ended on 22 June. It is often referred to as the "Stalingrad of the East".

April 10: World Homoeopathy Day
The World Homoeopathy Day 2019 is observed across the world on April 10,
2019 to commemorate the birth anniversary of the founder of Homoeopathy, Dr.
Christian Friedrich Samuel Hahnemann.
The week following the birth date of Hahnemann, that is, 10 April - 16 April is
observed as the World Homeopathic Awareness Week.
This year it is 263rd birth anniversary of founder of Homoeopathy.
About Samuel Hahnemann:
Samuel Hahnemann, a German physician, a great scholar, linguist and an acclaimed
scientist, is known as the Father of Homeopathy, Father of Human Pharmacology,
Father of Nano Medicine and the Father of Infinite Dilution concept in Chemistry.
About CCRH:
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Central Council for Research in Homeopathy (CCRH) in India organises
the scientific convention on the World Homeopathy Day to pay tributes to Dr.
Hahnemann on his birth anniversary.
The council has so far accomplished over 168 clinical researches, 40 basic
researches, standardization studies of 348 drugs, proving of 112 drugs and clinical
verification of 106 drugs.
On the occasion, the AYUSH Awards will be conferred for Life Time
Achievement, Best Teacher, Young Scientist and Best Research paper with an aim
to recognise exemplary work in the field of Homoeopathy.
About Homeopathy:
Homeopathy as system of medicine was developed by Dr. Samuel Hahnemann in
Germany in 1796.
It is a natural approach to the treatment of the sick.
This medical system based on the belief that the body can cure itself.
Homeopathy uses animal, plant, mineral, and synthetic substances in its
preparations and labels them in Latin or faux-Latin vocabulary.
It is worlds second most widely used system of treatment.

International Day of Reflection on the 1994 Rwanda Genocide was observed
on 7th April
International Day of Reflection on the 1994 Rwanda Genocide was observed on
7th April in memory of the victims of the genocide in Rwanda.
1994 Rwanda Genocide (massacre):
1994 Rwanda Genocide was a was a mass slaughter of Tutsi in Rwanda during
the Rwandan Civil War, which started in 1990. It was directed by members of the
Hutu majority government during the 100-day period from 7 April to 15 July
1994.
About 85% of Rwandans were Hutus and the Tutsi minority has long dominated
the country. In 1959, the Hutus overthrew the Tutsi monarchy and tens of
thousands of Tutsis fled to neighbouring countries, including Uganda. A group of
these Tutsi exiles formed a rebel group, the Rwandan Patriotic Front (RPF).
The RPF invaded Rwanda in 1990 and fighting continued until a 1993 peace deal
was agreed. On 6th April, a plane carrying then-President Juvenal
Habyarimana, and his counterpart Cyprien Ntaryamira of Burundi both Hutus was
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shot down which killed everyone on board. The assassination of Habyarimana
ended the peace accords.
Hutu extremists blamed the RPF and immediately started a well-organised
campaign of slaughter whereas the RPF said the plane had been shot down by
Hutus to provide an excuse for the genocide. The genocide had lasting and
profound effects on Rwanda and neighboring countries.
About Rwanda:
President: Paul Kagame
Prime Minister: Edouard Ngirente
Capital: Kigali
Official languages: English, French, Kinyarwanda, Swahili
Currency: Rwandan franc (RWF)

National Safe Motherhood Day is celebrated on April 11
National Safe Motherhood Day (NSMD) is observed annually on 11 April to raise
awareness about the proper healthcare of women and maternity facilities to
pregnant and lactating women.
The theme of 2019 NSMD is "Midwives for Mothers".
Last years NSMD theme was Respectful Maternity Care.
This day also raise awareness for the prevention of child marriages, that may be an
indirect cause of maternal deaths.
About National Safe Motherhood Day (NSMD):
This day is an initiative of the White Ribbon Alliance India (WRAI) to provide
women with various healthcare programs during pregnancy, childbirth and postnatal services.
This day is first celebrated in 2003.
11 April is the anniversary day of Kasturba Gandhi's birth.
Facts about Maternal Mortality according to WHO:
Approximately 830 women die every day from preventable causes related to
pregnancy and childbirth.
In developing countries 99% maternal deaths occurs.
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AGREEMENTS, MOU
Indian Navy signs MoU with CSIR for advanced technologies
TheIndian Navy signed MoU withthe Council of Scientific and Industrial
Research (CSIR)to undertake joint research and development of advanced
technologies for the Indian Navy.
This will be a collaborative arrangement between labs of CSIR, the Indian Navy
and Indian industry. The MoU provides a formal framework for interaction between
the Indian Navy and CSIR.

NTPC signs with Canara Bank to raise Rs.2000 crore
National Thermal Power Corporation (NTPC), theState-run power giant,has
signed a term-loan agreementwith Canara Bank to raise Rs 2,000
crore. Theagreement would be used to part finance its capital expenditure. The loan
has a door to door tenure of 15 years and will be utilised to part finance the capital
expenditure of the NTPC.

India, Sweden inked pact to collaborate on solutions for smart cities, clean
tech
The India-Sweden Collaborative Industrial Research and Development
Programme will work towards addressing a range of challenges around smart
cities and clean technologies among others.
The programme was co-funded by Indian Department of Science and Technology
(DST) and Swedish agency Vinnova.
Vinnova will provide funding to Swedish participants up to 2,500,000 Swedish
Krona (around Rs 1.87 crore) as grant.
On the Indian side, conditional grant of up to 50 per cent (with a limit of Rs 1.5
crore) per project will be provided to the Indian partners.
This Programme is technically and administratively managed by the Global
Innovation & Technology Alliance (GITA) on behalf of DST in India and
Vinnova in Sweden.
Government, Academia, and Industry or the triple helix - is key to the SwedenIndia partnership.
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About Department of Science & Technology (DST), Government of India:
It was established in May 1971, with the objective of promoting new areas of
science & technology (S&T) and to play the role of a nodal department for
organising, coordinating and promoting S&T activities in the country.
About Sweden:
Capital : Stockholm
Currency: Swedish krona
Prime Minister: Stefan Lfven
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INDEX / LIST
IIT Madras bags No. 1 spot on NIRF and Atal Innovation rankings for 2019
IIT Madras has been ranked as the 'Best Educational Institution' in the country
in the latest edition of National Institutional Rankings Framework (NIRF) 2019.
The rankings was released by the Ministry of Human Resource Development
(MHRD), Government of India.
IIT Madras also emerged as the 'Top innovative Institution' in the country in the
maiden edition of the Atal Ranking of Institutions on Innovation Achievements
(ARIIA), launched by the Innovation Cell of MHRD in 2018, bagging the Rank
number 1 in Government Institutions category.
The rankings were announced by the President Ramnath Kovind.
NIRF Rankings 2019:
Top Engineering Institution in India 2019: Indian Institute of Technology, Madras
Top University in India 2019: Indian Institute of Science, Bengaluru
Top College of India 2019: Miranda House, Delhi
Top Architecture Institute in India: Indian Institute of Technology, Kharagpur
Top Law Institute in India: National Law School of India University, Bengaluru
Vellore Institute of Technology, Tamil Nadu, topped the Private or Self-financed
Institutions category.
About NIRF:
The National Institutional Ranking Framework (NIRF) was approved by the
MHRD and launched by the Minister of Human Resource Development on
September 29, 2015.
This framework outlines a methodology to rank institutions across the country.
The NIRF rankings was released for a total of 9 categories - Overall, Universities,
Engineering, Colleges, Management, Pharmacy, Medical, Architecture, and Law.

India's population grew at 1.2 percent between 2010-19: UN report
According to United Nations Population Funds (UNFP) State of World Population
2019 report, Indias population grew at an average annual rate of 1.2% between
2010 and 2019 to 1.36 billion, more than double the annual growth rate of China.
Indias population in 2019 stood at 1.36 billion, growing from 942.2 million in 1994
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and 541.5 million in 1969.
Chinas population grew at an average annual rate of 0.5% between 2010 and 2019.
In comparison, Chinas population stood at 1.42 billion in 2019, growing from 1.23
billion in 1994 and 803.6 million in 1969.
In India, total fertility rate per woman was 5.6 in 1969, dropping to 2.3 in 2019.
India also recorded an improvement in life expectancy at birth. The life
expectancy at birth in 1969 was 47 years and in 2019, it is 69 years.
Indias population composition in 2019:
27% of the Indias population was in the age bracket of 0-14 years and 10-24 years
each.
67% of the countrys population was in the 15-64 age bracket.
6% of the countrys population was of the age 65 and above.
About United Nations Population Fund:
It is the lead UN agency for delivering a world where every pregnancy is wanted,
every childbirth is safe and every young person's potential is fulfilled.
Headquarters: New York,United States
Head: Natalia Kanem
Founded: 1969
Parent organization: United Nations
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QUIZ CORNER
1) Who was named as female Sportsperson of the year in the ESPN India
Multi-Sport Awards 2018?
A.M C Mary Kom
B.Harmanpreet Kaur
C.P V Sindhu
D.Saina Nehwal

Answer C
2) NPCI slashed the usage fees on UPI transactions up to Rs 1,000, from 25
paise earlier to _______.
A.10 paise
B.15 paise
C.20 paise
D.18 paise

Answer A
3) Which Indian company won Global Slag Company of the Year award?
A.JSW Steel
B.Tata Steel
C.Steel Authority of India Limited (SAIL)
D.Essar Steel

Answer B
4) Nagaland observed the _________ Anniversary of the Battle of Kohima on
4th April 2019.
A.50th
B.60th
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C.75th
D.100th

Answer C
5) What is the Minimum Income scheme proposed by Congress that will
guarantee Rs.72,000 to the 5 crore families who are the poorest 20% in India?
A.Sukanya Samriddhi Yojana
B.Sabla Yojana
C.Jawahar Gram Samridhi Yojana
D.Nyuntam Aay Yojana

Answer D
6) Which of the following was launched at the first Global Conference on
Synergies between the 2030 Agenda and Paris Agreement?
A.International Cooling Coalition
B.Global Cooling Coalition
C.Sustainable Development Coalition
D.None of the Above

Answer B
7) Where was the Global Conference on Synergies between the 2030 Agenda
and Paris Agreement held?
A.Vienna, Austria
B.Copenhagen, Denmark
C.Stockholm, Sweden
D.Rome, Italy

Answer B
8) Who won Malaysia Open Badminton 2019 title in Mens Singles category?
A.Liu Yuchen
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B.Chen Long
C.Lin Dan
D.Li Junhui

Answer C
9) Which railway station became the first in Indian Railways to get an ISO
certification?
A.Guwahati Railway Station
B.Vijayawada Railway Station
C.Vadodara Railway Station
D.Mughalsarai Railway Station

Answer A
10) World Bank expects India's Gross Domestic Product (GDP) to accelerate
to _______% in fiscal year 2019-20.
A.7.4
B.7.7
C.7.6
D.7.5

Answer D
11) ICMR's National Ethical Guidelines for Biomedical Research has been
now made mandate as per ________.
A.New Drugs and Clinical Trials Rules 2016
B.New Drugs and Clinical Trials Rules 2019
C.Drugs and Cosmetics Act, 2016
D.Drugs and Cosmetics Act, 2019

Answer B
12) Which of the following country sought enhanced military training from
India?
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A.Afghanistan
B.Myanmar
C.Thailand
D.Sri Lanka

Answer D
13) Which Indian swimmer is qualified for 2020 Olympics after achieving B
Cut qualifying time at the Speedo Thailand Age Group Championships?
A.Kushagra Rawat
B.Virdhawal Vikram Khade
C.Sajan Prakash
D.Sandeep Sejwal

Answer A
14) Which of the following institution bagged No. 1 spot in the latest edition of
National Institutional Rankings Framework (NIRF) 2019?
A.Indian Institute of Technology (IIT), Bombay
B.National Institute of Technology (NIT), Tiruchirappalli
C.Indian Institute of Technology (IIT), Madras
D.Anna University, Chennai

Answer C
15) Which city became the world's 1st to launch 24x7 pollution charge zone?
A.London
B.Paris
C.Rome
D.Geneva

Answer A
16) The World Homoeopathy Day (WHD) is observed every year on
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_________.
A.April 9
B.April 10
C.April 12
D.April 11

Answer B
17) As per the World Banks Migration and Development Brief, which country
has retained top spot as the worlds largest recipient of remittances in 2018?
A.Mexico
B.China
C.Philippines
D.India

Answer D
18) As per World Gold Council (WGC), India's gold reserves increased to
________ in February.
A.1.2 tonnes
B.1.7 tonnes
C.2.6 tonnes
D.3.4 tonnes

Answer B
19) As per WGC report, India has a total gold reserves of _______ in
February.
A.608.7 tonnes
B.604.7 tonnes
C.600.7 tonnes
D.588.7 tonnes

Answer A
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20) The River Periyar in Kerala is witnessing decolourisation. As per PCB,
what is the reason for the change in colour to the poor quality of water?
A.Corrosion of copper plumbing
B.Sediment and soil runoff
C.Eutrophication
D.Release of Iron, manganese, and calcium carbonate from limeston

Answer C
21) Which of the following Country a new railway line that connects its coastal
city of Matara and Beliatta in Hambantota was inaugurated?
A.Sri Lanka
B.Myanmar
C.China
D.Thailand

Answer A
22) Which of the following Country assisted Sri Lanka to build its new railway
line after 1948?
A.India
B.USA
C.Indonesia
D.China

Answer D
23) Who was appointed as Algerias president for a three-month transitional
period?
A.Abdelaziz Bouteflika
B.Abdelkader Bensalah
C.Gaid Salah
D.Noureddine Bedoui

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(April 8 - April 14, 2019)

Answer B
24) The National Safe Motherhood Day (NSMD) is celebrated every year on
__________.
A.April 12
B.April 10
C.April 11
D.April 13

Answer C
25) Government cleared procurement of 464 T-90 tanks from Russia in a deal
worth over Rs ______ crore.
A.13,500
B.15,000
C.17,500
D.20,000

Answer A
26) Which of the following app was launched on the 54th Valour Day by
President Ram Nath Kovind?
A.Veer Parivar App
B.Theodolite App
C.Jeevan Bachao App
D.ARMAAN App

Answer A
27) When is the the Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF)'s Valour Day or
Shaurya Diwas celebrated?
A.April 5
B.April 7
C.April 8
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D.April 9

Answer D
28) Which of the following has bagged the Next Billion Edtech Prize 2019?
A.Dost Education
B.Byju's Ed Tech
C.Disha's Technology
D.Lurning Education

Answer A
29) Which of the following is to set up a Central Monitoring Committee to
ensure the implementation of action plan meant for reducing pollution?
A.Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB)
B.National Green Tribunal (NGT)
C.Supreme Court of India (SC)
D.National Company Law Appellate Tribunal (NCLAT)

Answer B
30) What is the current scenario of UK about the Jallianwala Bagh?
A.Issued a formal apology
B.Might issue a formal apology
C.Is not willing to issue a formal apology
D.Remaining silent

Answer B
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