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BANKING & FINANCE
Bank of Baroda becomes 2nd largest PSU, 3rd largest bank in India
Bank of Baroda (BoB) became the second largest public sector undertaking (PSU)
bank after merging Dena Bank and Vijaya Bank into itself as part of the first
three-way amalgamation.
BoB is now the third-largest bank after State Bank of India (SBI) and HDFC Bank.
Following the merger, the number of PSBs has come down to 18.
The consolidated bank will have over 9,500 branches, 13,400 ATMs, 85,000
employees to serve 12 crore customers.
The bank will have a business mix of Rs 15 lakh crore of balance sheet, with
deposits and advances of Rs 8.75 lakh crore and Rs 6.25 lakh crore, respectively.
Post-amalgamation, the bank will have a 22 per cent market share in Gujarat and
8-10 per cent market share in Maharashtra, Karnataka, Rajasthan and Uttar Pradesh.

GST collections set new record in the month of March
The Finance Ministry said that GST collections have scaled to a record high of
Rs.1,06,577 crore in March 2019. The revenue collection was Rs.97,247 crore in
the month of February. The record revenue collection was attributed to increased
compliance and an increase in the number of returns filed.
Total gross GST revenue collected in March 2019 stood at Rs.1,06,577 crore of
which Central GST is Rs.20,353 crore, State GST is Rs 27,520 crore, Integrated
GST is Rs.50,418 crore and cess is Rs.8,286 crore. The number of summary sales
returns GSTR-3B filed for the month of February up to March 31 stood at 7.59
million. The monthly average of GST revenue during 2018-19 stood at Rs.98,114
crore which is 9.2% higher than the previous fiscal.
GST collections for 2018-19:
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RBI sets limits for Ways and Means Advances
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) in consultation with the government of India
has set the limits for Ways and Means Advances (WMA) for the first half of
the financial year 2019-20 (April 2019 to September 2019) at Rs.75000 crore.
Ways and Means Advances (WMA):
WMA is the temporary loan facility provided by the RBI to the Centre and State
governments
The WMA scheme was introduced in 1997 to meet any temporary mismatches in
the receipts and payments of the government
The WMA needs to be vacated after 90 days
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The interest rate for WMA is currently charged at the repo rate that is, 6.25%
The limits for WMA are decided by the RBI and in consultation with the
Government of India
RBI's Policy rates and Reserve ratios:
Bank Rate: 6.50%
Repo Rate: 6.00%
Reverse Repo Rate: 6.00%
Cash Reserve Ratio: 4%
Statutory Liquidity Ratio: 19.25%

RBI reduced repo rate for second consecutive time by 25 bps to 6 percent
The RBI cut its repo rate by 25 basis points to 6% in its first bi-monthly policy
review of 2019-20.
The decision comes a week before the election starts on April 11.
The central bank had reduced the benchmark lending rate by 25 basis points in
February after an 18-month gap.
The reverse repo rate, too, was lowered from 6% to 5.75%.
The bank rate was fixed at 6.25%.
What is Repo rate?
Repo rate refers to the rate at which commercial banks borrow money from the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) in case of shortage of funds.
Repo rate is short form of Repurchase Rate.
What is reverse repo rate?
The reverse repo rate is the rate at which the central bank borrows money from
commercial banks, to control the money supply in the country.
Present Governor of RBI: Shaktikanta Das (from 12 December 2018).

IFINs GNPAs touched 90 percent says IL&FS
IL&FS Financial Services Ltd. (IFIN), the non-banking finance arm of
infrastructure conglomerate IL&FS, reported an increased gross non-performing
asset (NPA) ratio of 90% as at end December 2018 against the gross NPAs of 5%
in March 2018.
The new management completed six months. It is unusual for any lender to report
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90% gross NPAs and it is probably for the first time, in recent times, that a lender
had reported such delinquency.
IFINs total exposure as on March 31, 2019 was Rs.18,805 crore, of which
external exposure was Rs.10,656 crore and exposure to the group, Rs. 6,949 crore.
About Rs.1,300 crore is categorised as other assets.

RBI made changes in NPA disclosure norms
The Bad loan divergence practice was mandated by RBI to improve the
transparency in asset classification. Now RBI has brought changes to the bad loan
divergence rule. The reason for this is that some banks, on account of low or
negative net profit after tax were forced to disclose divergences even where the
additional provisioning assessed by the RBI was small. This was contrary to the
regulatory intent that only material divergences should be disclosed.
Changes brought in by the RBI in NPA Disclosure Norms:1)Banks are required to disclose divergence when the additional provisioning for
NPAs assessed by RBI exceeds 10% of the reported profit before provisions and
contingencies for the reference period, instead of the earlier rule of 15% of the
published net profits after tax.
2) The norms on divergence on gross non-performing assets (NPAs) continues to
be a material divergence of 15%has left unchanged.

Rupee plunged 76 paise to 69.17 against dollar
The rupee plunged 76 paise on 4th March to close at 69.17 against the U.S.
dollar after the RBI cut the interest rate but kept its monetary policy stance
neutral.
In its first bi-monthly policy review for this financial year, the central bank slashed
the policy rate by 25 basis points for the second time in a row, following which the
rupee and sovereign bond prices tumbled.
At the Interbank foreign exchange (forex) market, the rupee opened lower at
68.56 and fell further to touch the days low of 69.21. It finally settled at 69.17,
down 76 paise over its previous close. The rupee had surged by 33 paise to 68.41
against the dollar on 3rd March.
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Lakshmi Vilas Bank approves merger with Indiabulls Housing
The board of Lakshmi Vilas Bank approved a share swap acquisition by housing
finance firm Indiabulls Housing Finance.
The merged entity, Indiabulls Lakshmi Vilas Bank, will be among the top eight
private banks by size and profitability.
The merger will need the approval of the Reserve Bank of India and other
regulators.
As per the share swap ratio for the merger, for every 100 shares of Lakshmi Vilas
Bank shareholders will get 14 shares of Indiabulls Housing Finance.
About Lakshmi Vilas Bank:
Headquarters: Chennai
CEO: Parthasarathi Mukherjee
Founded: 1926
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BUSINESS & ECONOMY
Tesla Builds Its Largest Energy Storage System In Asia
Tesla developed its largest power storage system in Asia at Osaka train station in
Japan to reduce energy demand and provide emergency backup power to trains in
Japan.
It was Launched in partnership with Kintetsu, a railway operator in Japans Osaka.
About Tesla
CEO: Elon Musk
Owner: Elon Musk
Production output: 245,162 vehicles (2018)
Founders: Elon Musk, Martin Eberhard, JB Straubel, Marc Tarpenning, Ian Wright

Tata Projects bagged USD321 mn worth project from NPCIL
Tata Projects has received an order from the Nuclear Power Corporation of
India (NPCIL) for the construction of 2 x 700 MW power plant. The estimated
cost is about $321 million. This is the firms third contract in the nuclear power
sector.
This project will provide the much needed power supply to the region and ensure
developmental initiatives receive an impetus. The scope of work involves the
construction of main plant buildings, structures and other works of Gorakhpur
Haryana Anu Vidyut Pariyojana - 1&2.

Fitch kept Indias rating unchanged for 13th year
Global ratings agency Fitch retained India's sovereign rating at 'BBB-', the lowest
investment grade, with a stable outlook for the 13th straight year (since 2007).
It had last upgraded Indias sovereign rating from BB+ to BBB- with a stable
outlook on August 1, 2006.
Fitch expects Indias growth of 6.8% in financial year 2019-20 and 7.1% in FY
2020-21, supported by accommodative monetary policy, easing of bank regulations
and government spending.
About Fitch Ratings:
Fitch Ratings Inc. is one of the "Big Three credit rating agencies", the other two
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being Moody's and Standard & Poor's.
Fitch assign bond credit ratings of AAA, AA, A, BBB, BB, B, CCC, CC, C, D.
Fitch uses intermediate +/ modifiers for each category between AA and CCC.
Investment grade:
AAA : the best quality companies, reliable and stable
AA : quality companies, a bit higher risk than AAA
A : economic situation can affect finance
BBB : medium class companies, which are satisfactory at the moment

Moscow Exchange signs deals with BSE, India INX
Russia's Moscow Exchange (MOEX) has signed a Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU) with the Bombay Stock Exchange (BSE) and India International
Exchange (India INX).
This will be the very first time that Indian exchanges will enter into the MoU with
Moscow exchange.
The move aims to ease the access of Indian capital to the Russian market.
CEO of MOEX: Alexander Afanasiev
About BSE:
Bombay stock exchange (BSE) is an Indian stock exchange located at Dalal Street,
Mumbai, Maharashtra.
It was established in 1875 and is Asia's oldest stock exchange.
The BSE is the world's 11th largest stock exchange with an overall market
capitalization of $1.43 Trillion as of March 2016.
MD & CEO of BSE: Ashishkumar Chauhan

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(April 1 - April 7, 2019)

INTERNATIONAL
Japan names new imperial era, set to begin on May 1, as 'Reiwa'
'Reiwa' will be the name for the new era when Prince Naruhito succeeds his father
Emperor Akihito, whose abdication on April 30 will end the 31-year 'Heisei' era
(Since 1989).
While 'Rei' means "good" and "beautiful" as well as "order" or "command",
'Wa' means "peace" or "harmony".
Japan imported the imperial calendar system from China about 1,300 years ago.
Starting with the Meiji era (1868-1912), it adopted the practice of one emperor, one
era name.
About Japan:
Emperor: Akihito
Prime Minister: Shinz Abe
Capital: Tokyo
Currency: Japanese yen

UNDPs 2019 HDR to focus on inequality
United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) is to publish the Human
Development Report (HDR) 2019 with its focus on inequality. The report would
be released around the last quarter of the year. HDR 2019 will provide a
comprehensive picture of the many forms of inequality that are shaping the 21st
century.
The report will use a framework that looks beyond income and considers
inequalities in health, education, tech, and exposure to economic and climaterelated shock and will look beyond averages to paint a more accurate and timely
picture of the state of inequality.
UNDP has acknowledged that the life and prospects faced by a newborn in a poor
country or in a poor household are radically different from those of wealthier
children. In all societies, long-standing forms of inequality persist while gaps are
opening in new aspects of life. The world is witnessing both convergence and
divergence in human development. UNDP's analysis of inequality will go beyond
income, beyond averages and beyond today in HDR 2019.

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(April 1 - April 7, 2019)

Indonesia seeks to increase import from India
Indonesia is looking at increasing sugar, rice and bovine imports from India.
Consul General of Indonesia, Ade Sukendar said that India exported about 50,000
tonnes of rice in 2018. It is looking at importing more non-basmati rice also from
India.
There was potential to import over one lakh tonnes a year. Negotiations are
ON between the two countries to increase imports.
Total exports from Indonesia to India in 2018 were to the tune of $13.72 billion
and exports from India were to the tune of $5.01 billion.
About Indonesia:
President: Joko Widodo
Vice President: Jusuf Kalla
Capital: Jakarta
Official/national language: Indonesia
Currency: Indonesian rupiah (Rp) (IDR)

Bolivia joins International Solar Alliance
During the state visit of the President Ram Nath Kovind to Bolivia, Bolivia has
signed the framework agreement to join the International Solar Alliance.
So far, 73 countries have signed the ISA Framework Agreement
The International Solar Alliance (ISA) was unveiled by Prime Minister of India and
French President at the U.N. Climate Change Conference in Paris on November 30,
2015.
The idea was to form a coalition of solar resource-rich countries to collaborate on
addressing the identified gaps in their energy requirements through a common
approach.
India, with a target to produce 100 GW of solar energy by 2022, would account
for a tenth of ISAs goal.
ISA is the first international body that will have a secretariat in India.

European Union launched WTO cases against India, Turkey
The European Union has launched two World Trade Organization (WTO) disputes
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against India over import duties on IT products and against Turkey over
measures affecting pharmaceutical producers.
In the case against India, the EU is challenging the introduction of import duties of
between 7.5 and 20 percent for a wide range of IT products, such as mobile
phones and components, as well as integrated circuits.
In the case against Turkey, the EU is challenging measures that force foreign
pharmaceutical producers to move their production to Turkey.

Brunei passed harsh new sharia laws
Brunei introduced harsh new sharia laws, including death by stoning for adultery
and gay sex. The law was passed despite a storm of global criticism from
politicians, celebrities and rights groups. The tough penal code in the country fully
came into force following years of delays.
The laws make Brunei the first place in East or Southeast Asia to have a sharia
penal code at the national level, joining several mostly West Asian countries such
as Saudi Arabia.
About Sharia laws:
It is a religious law forming part of the Islamic tradition
It is derived from the Quran, the Hadit and fatwas
The punishments range from public lashing to publicly stoning to death,
amputation of hands and crucifixion.
About Brunei:
Capital: Bandar Seri Begawan
Official languages: Malay
Sultan of Brunei: Hassanal Bolkiah
Crown Prince: Al-Muhtadee Billah
Currency: Brunei dollar (BND)

Chicago elected Lori a black woman as its Mayor
Chicago elected Ms.Lori Lightfoot, 56, a black woman as its Mayor. The voters
have put their faith in an openly-gay political novice to tackle difficult problems of
economic inequality and gun violence.
Since 1837, Chicago voters have elected only one black Mayor and one woman
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Mayor. Ms. Lightfoot will become Chicagos first openly gay Mayor as well as the
first African-American woman to hold the post.
Lori Lightfoot a former federal prosecutor and practising lawyer beat out Toni
Preckwinkle, a career politician who is also black, by a wide margin of 74% to 26%
with most ballots counted. She has promised to clean up city government and
reduce economic inequality.

India to set up IAIARD in Malawi
The Ministry of External Affairs has signed an MOU with National Bank for
Agriculture and Rural Development Consultancy Service (NABCONS) for
setting up India-Africa Institute of Agriculture and Rural Development
(IAIARD) in Malawi.
IAIARD would be a Pan-African Institute wherein trainees from Malawi and
other African countries, will receive training to develop their human resources
and build their capacity. IAIARD will impart training in the areas of microfinancing and agro-financing, among others. IAIARD is the first of its kind
initiative undertaken in an African country by India. IAIARD will further
strengthen the bilateral relations with Malawi and India's relations with the African
Union.
NABARD Consultancy Services (NABCONS) is a fully owned subsidiary
promoted by National Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development
(NABARD). Nabcons is engaged in providing consultancy in all spheres of
agriculture, rural development, and allied areas.

Saudi Arabia pledged USD 1 billion for Iraq at start of economic visit
Saudi Arabia has reopened a consulate in Baghdad for the first time in nearly 30
years and announced a one billion dollars aid package for Iraq.
Saudi Arabia would also provide Iraq with $500m to boost exports and a gift of a
100,000-seat sports stadium to be built on Baghdad's outskirts.
Saudi Arabia cut ties with Iraq when the latter invaded Kuwait in 1990.
Diplomatic relations resumed in 2015 when Riyadh sent an ambassador to
Baghdad, and improved with the then-Saudi Foreign Minister Adel al-Jubeir's visit
in 2017, the first by a Saudi foreign minister since 1990.
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Amal Clooney is appointed as the U.K.s special envoy on media freedom
Amal Clooney has been appointed as the U.K.s special envoy on media
freedom. The appointment comes as the U.K. prepares to host an international
conference this July in the wake of attacks on journalists across the world.
Ms.Clooney will chair a panel of legal experts who will work to support countries
to repeal outdated and draconian laws and strengthen legal mechanisms to
protect journalists. Among the steps that could be taken by the panel include
making proposals to countries around national laws that dont comply with
international standards, particularly around issues such as blasphemy and stringent
anti-defamation rules.
The panel will also prepare mechanisms that could be used internationally to raise
the cost of non-compliance with international standards, such as advising on
sanctions regime that could be put in place relating to regimes that abused
journalists.

May asked EU for a further Brexit extension till 30th June
The U.K. and European Council president Donald Tusk appeared to be nearing
a consensus on a further Brexit extension. Prime Minister Theresa May has asked
for an extension till at least June 30, 2019.
It comes as Mr. Tusk himself was reported to be proposing a flextension, an
extension that could last till April next year, but could also last a much shorter
period were the U.K. to break the EU deadlock before that.
The U.K. still fail to ratify the agreement and be prepared to leave the EU by May
23. As it would be under a legal obligationto hold the European parliamentary
elections between May 23 and 26. the government is to undertake lawful and
responsible preparations for this contingency. Mr.Tusk was considering proposing a
12-month flexible extension that could be cut short if ratification happened before
that.
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INDIAN AFFAIRS
In a first, Meghalaya polling booths to get ballot papers in braille
For the first time in Meghalaya, braille-enabled ballot papers will be made
available at all polling booths.
The ballot paper pasted on the EVMs will have the names and symbol of candidates
in braille alphabets.The move will facilitate more than 800 visually impaired
electorates to vote by a secret ballot.

Centre to set up Terror Monitoring Group (TMG) in J&K
The Union Home Ministry has announced setting up of a Terror Monitoring
Group (TMG) to ensure synergised and concerted action against terror
financing and terror-related activities in Jammu and Kashmir.
TMG will act against all registered cases related to terror, terror financing and
terror-related activities and bring them to a logical conclusion.It will identify all
key persons including leaders of the organisations who are involved in supporting
terrorism in any form and take concerted action against them. It will investigate the
networks of various channels being used to fund terror and terror-related activities
and take action to stop the flow of such funds.
The seven-member TMG constitutes of members:
1. Headed by: Jammu and Kashmir additional director general of police (ADGP)
2. Intelligence Bureau (IB)
3. Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI)
4. National Investigation Agency (NIA)
5. Central Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT)
6. Central Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs (CBIC)
7. Jammu and Kashmir police inspector-general

Nizamabad to get Ballot Papers in the 2019 Lok Sabha Polls
The people of the Nizamabad in Telangana is to vote through Ballot Papers in
the Lok Sabha Polls 2019, while the entire Country will vote in Electronic Voting
Machines (EVMs).
For the Lok Sabha Polls 2019 in the Nizamabad Lok Sabha seat, there are 185
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candidates in contention. One EVM can accommodate only 16 candidates and a
maximum of 4 EVMs can be used in one polling booth. Now, the Election
Commission is forced to switch back to the practice of ballot papers.
Of the 185 candidates in contention 178 are farmers who cultivate Turmeric and
Jowar. They are contesting polls to highlight their demand for the remunerative
price for their crops. The Nizamabad Lok Sabha Constituency had received around
200 nominations of these some were rejected and 189 candidates remained in
contention after the scrutiny of nomination papers. Of these 4 candidates
withdrew their nomination papers.

Odishas Kandhamal Haldi (turmeric) gets Geographical Indications (GI) tag
'Kandhamal Haldi', a variety of turmeric indigenous to southern Odisha, has
earned the Geographical indication (GI) tag from Intellectual Property India, an
organisation functioning under the auspices of the Union ministry of commerce &
industry.
Kandhamal Haldi is so well known because of its potent medicinal properties.
Apart from Kandhamal Haldi, almost 15 Odisha products have already received the
GI tags.
'Kandhamal Haldi' has been placed under Class-30 type.
The Geographical Indication (GI) tag is used to identify agricultural, natural or
manufactured goods originating in a particular area.

Indian Army builds longest suspension bridge 'Maitri on Indus in record 40
days
Indian Army's Combat Engineers of 'Sahas aur Yogyata' Regiment of 'Fire and
Fury Corps' have built the longest cable suspension bridge named 'Maitri over
Indus river in Leh in a record 40 days.
The 260-foot-long bridge is dedicated to Indians to commemorate 20th year of
Kargil Vijay Diwas.
The central government had emphasised on building an all-weather road
connectivity in the region.
An all-weather road was built from Manali to Ladakh via Zanskar in Kargil last
year.
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Similarly, the work for the Zojila tunnel, which is Asia's longest, has also been
started.
These projects were part of the Rs 25,000 crore projects allocated by the Centre for
the state of Jammu and Kashmir.

AFSPA removes its power partially in Arunachal Pradesh
The Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act (AFSPA) was partially removed from
three of nine districts of Arunachal Pradesh but would remain in force in the areas
bordering Myanmar. The State of Arunachal Pradesh had inherited AFSPA since
1987, the day of its formation.
AFSPA is enacted by Parliament in 1958 and was applied to the entire State of
Assam and the Union Territory of Manipur. After Arunachal Pradesh, Meghalaya,
Mizoram, and Nagaland came into being, the Act was appropriately adapted to
apply to these states as well.
Powers given to AFSPA:
AFSPA empowers an authorised officer in a disturbed area with certain powers
including an open fire at any individual even if it results in death if the individual
violates laws. The authorized officer is also empowered to (a) arrest without a
warrant; and (b) seize and search without any warrant any premise in order to make
an arrest or recovery of hostages, arms and ammunition. AFSPA mentions that
individuals who have been taken into custody have to be handed over to the nearest
police station as soon as possible. There is no prescribed time limit for detention.

IOCL introduced BS VI Fuel in New Delhi
The Indian Oil Corporation (IOCL) has stated that Supply of ultra-clean BS-VI
grade petrol and diesel has begun in cities adjoining the national capital. The rest
of the country will follow suit from April 2020. New Delhi is the first city in the
country to leapfrog from BS-IV grade petrol and diesel to BS-VI fuels.
Bharat Stage norms are standards set by the government to regulate the emission
of air pollutants from motor vehicles. The norms set the limit for the release of
air pollutants such as nitrogen oxides, carbon monoxide, hydrocarbons, particulate
matter (PM) and sulphur oxides from vehicles using internal combustion engines.
The Bharat stage norms are based on Euro norms.
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BS-IV fuels contain 50 parts per million (ppm) sulphur whereas BS-VI grade fuel
only has 10 ppm sulphur. BS-VI will bring PM in diesel cars down by
80% when compared to BS-IV. BS-VI will bring down nitrogen oxides from diesel
cars by 70% and in petrol cars by 25%.

NIIF and Roadis to set up platform for up to USD 2 billion in road projects
The National Investment and Infrastructure Fund (NIIF) and global transport
infrastructure operator Roadis are to jointly set up a platform to invest up to $2
billion of equity in road projects in India. The platform would target toll-operatetransfer models and acquisitions of existing road concessions.
Roadis is a fully owned subsidiary of the Public Sector Pension Investment Board
which is one of Canada's largest pension funds.
NIIF Funds:
Founded: February 2015
Headquarters: Mumbai, India
CEO: Sujoy Bose
Currently, NIIF is managing the capital invested through three funds, namely NIIF
Master Fund, NIIF Fund of Funds, NIIF Strategic Fund
NIIF's role in infrastructure funding has acquired great significance in recent years,
in the backdrop of most public-sector banks are struggling to cope with toxic assets
and IL&FS, a key infrastructure refinancer until 2018 been ridden by the crisis

Panel to be set up to oversee Essar Steels operations
Essar Steel's Committee Of Creditors (COC) has set up a monitoring
committee to oversee the operations of the steel firm and ensure a
smooth transition to ArcelorMittal, the successful resolution applicant.
The monitoring committee is headed by resolution professional Satish
Gupta and has four members from the lenders and three from ArcelorMittal. The
lenders, SBI, IDBI Bank, ICICI and Edelweiss Asset Reconstruction Company,
have their representatives as members of the monitoring committee.
The development comes after the National Company Law Appellate Tribunal
(NCLAT) asked the COC to set up a monitoring committee to oversee the
operations of the steel firm and smooth transition to ArcelorMittal.
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SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY
Shanghais Hongkou becomes worlds first district with 5G coverage
Shanghai claimed to have the worlds first district with 5G coverage and a
broadband gigabit network. It conducted trial runs of the 5G network, backed by
telecom services provider China Mobile.
5G is the next generation of cellular technology with download speeds that are 10
to 100 times faster than 4G LTE networks.
The city aims to build over 10,000 5G base stations by the end of this year and the
number of 5G base stations could cross 30,000 in 2021.

ISRO opens its 1st visitors gallery to watch rocket launches
In a first, The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) opened a visitors' gallery
with 5,000 capacity at Andhra Pradesh's Sriharikota island.
The gallery has a clear line of sight to two launch pads and large screens to explain
launcher and satellite features.
This comes as ISRO is launching defence satellite EMISAT along with 28 foreign
satellites on April 1, 2019.

Indias defense satellite EMISAT successfully launched by ISRO
The Indian Space Research Organization, ISRO, launched Indias latest satellite
EMISAT and 28 other smaller satellites of international customers.
The ISRO Telemetry Tracking and Command Network at Bengaluru has assumed
control of EMISAT satellite after its successful launch.
The national space agencys workhorse launch vehicle PSLV-C45, carrying the
payloads on board, lifted off from its spaceport, Satish Dhawan Space Centre,
Sriharikota.
In a little over 17 minutes, the primary payload EMISAT was ed by the rocket at
an altitude of 754 km, as planned.
In the coming days, the satellite will be brought to its final operational
configuration.

Hyundai to roll out BlueLink connectivity feature in India
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South Korean carmaker Hyundai is to roll out the BlueLink connectivity feature
in India that will allow users to interact with their cars using voice, while
enabling them to remotely switch on/off the car or its AC.
This feature will be first introduced in its upcoming compact SUV Venue.
BlueLink:
BlueLink is Hyundais global technology which will be introduced in the Indian
market with 33 features, of which 10 would be India-specific features such as a
panic button, for most practical and holistic connectivity.
The feature is powered by an inbuilt and tamper-proof device with a VodafoneIdea eSim and a cloud-based voice recognition platform.The interactive voice
recognition has been developed specifically for customers from different regions in
India. It currently supports Indian English language.

BESCOM plans to use Solar energy to power electric vehicles
Bangalore Electricity Supply Company (Bescom) is looking to utilise solar
energy to power electric vehicle charging stations. The aim is to ensure that clean
transport is driven by clean energy.
Karnataka Power Transmission Corporation Limited (KPTCL):
KPTCL is the sole electricity transmission and distribution company in the
state of Karnataka
Its origin was in Karnataka Electricity Board
Founded: 1 August 1999
Headquarters: Bengaluru, India
Chairman: HD Kumaraswamy
Purpose: To manage the transmission business
It has 5 zones and circles:
1)MESCOM - Mangalore Electricity Supply Company
2)BESCOM - Bangalore Electricity Supply Company
3)HESCOM - Hubali Electricity Supply Company
4)GESCOM - Gulbarga Electricity Supply Company
5)CESCOM - Chamundeshwari Electricity Supply Corporation

Researchers says Mars still has active deep groundwater

.com

Current Affairs - Weekly Edition PDF
(April 1 - April 7, 2019)

The researchers at University of Southern California (USC) said that the deep
groundwater could still be active on Mars and be the origin of surface streams in
some near-equatorial areas of the Red Planet.
They have determined that groundwater likely exists in a broader geographical
area than just the poles of Mars and contended that there is an active system, as
deep as 750 metres, from which groundwater comes to the surface through cracks
in the specific craters they analysed. The team studied the characteristics of Mars
Recurrent Slope Linea, which are akin to dried, short streams of water that appear
on some crater walls on Mars.
Scientists previously thought these features were affiliated with surface water flow
or close subsurface water flow. The team found similarities between the
groundwater moving mechanisms in the Sahara and on Mars. Thissuggests both
may have had wet periods long enough to create such an active groundwater
system.

Google shut down social media platform Google+ 8 yrs after launch
Google on April 2, 2019, officially shut down its social media platform Google+
launched in 2011 to rival with other social media platforms like Facebook and
Twitter.
Google decided to close the site after discovering a data breach in 2018.

BSNL gets licence for WiFi on flights from DoT
Bharatiya Sanchar Nigam Limited (BSNL), a State-owned telecom service
provider, has received licence from the Department of Telecommunications
(DoT) to provide Internet and mobile services on flights. BSNL and its satellite
partner, Inmarsat, will be able to offer in-flight connectivity to airlines once the
ground infrastructure and associated approvals are set.
The DoT had notified its rules in December allowing airlines flying within and
transiting through India to provide Internet and voice services on mobile phones
along with an Indian telecom operator or licencee. So far, SpiceJet has announced
that it will offer Internet access to passengers. Vistara has evinced interest in this
service.
According to the rules, passengers can make phone calls or use the Internet when a
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flight is at a minimum height of 3,000m in Indian airspace to avoid interference
with terrestrial mobile networks.

Scientist discovered a new enzyme to arrest bacteria cell growth
Scientists from the Centre for Cellular & Molecular Biology (CCMB), the
Research Institute in Hyderabad, Telangana have discovered Murein
EndopeptidiaseK, a new enzyme which helps in breaking cell walls of bacteria.
The enzyme Murein EndopeptidiaseK would act on the protein of the cell wall of
the bacteria and it can be a potential drug target. This discovery of a new enzyme
will ensure the cell wall synthesis would not occur. This discovery offers the
potential for a new drug delivery system to arrest the antibacterial resistance
through existing antibiotic drugs.
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ENVIRONMENT
SC suspended environmental clearance granted for an international airport at
Mopa
The Supreme Court has suspended the environmental clearance granted for
an international airport at Mopa in Goa as it has observed that the health of the
environment is key to preserving the right to life.
It also said that every branch of governance and institutions across the country
should strive to enforce the need to strengthen the environmental rule of law for
both intra and inter-generational equity.
About Goa:
Capital: Panaji
Governor: Mridula Sinha
Chief Minister: Pramod Sawant

Hump-backed Mahseer, a large freshwater fish added in 'Critically
Endangered' list
Hump-backed Mahseer, also called the tiger of the water and found only in the
Cauvery river basin (including Keralas Pambar, Kabini and Bhavani rivers) - is
now Critically Endangered, as per the International Union for Conservation of
Natures (IUCN) Red List of Threatened Species.
There are about 16 species of mahseer in India.
Maximum length of fish will be 150 cm and a weight of 90 kg.
The fish is considered as one of the 229 species from recent Red List which
updated in November 2018.
The threat status of 12 other Indian species, including great hornbills, has
increased.

Air pollution killed over 1.2 million in India in 2017
According to the State of Global Air Report 2019, released by the Bostonheadquartered Health Effects Institute, Air pollution in India contributed to over
1.2 million deaths in 2017.
Of the total 49 lakh deaths due to diseases caused by exposure to air pollution in
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2017, India and China accounted for the most with 12 lakh deaths each.
The report further stated that a child born today will die 20 months sooner, on
average, than would be expected without pollution.
Overall long-term exposure to outdoor and indoor air pollution contributed to
nearly 5 million deaths across the world from stroke, diabetes, heart attack, lung
cancer, and chronic lung disease in 2017.
In India, air pollution is the third-highest cause of death among all health risks,
ranking just above smoking.
At the same time, India has initiated major steps to address pollution sources:
the Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana Household LPG program,
accelerated Bharat Stage 6/VI clean vehicle standards, and
the new National Clean Air Programme.

Phayeng Village of Manipur becomes Indias first carbon-positive settlement
A village is given the Carbon-Positive Tag if it sequesters more carbon than it
emits, slowing the accumulation of greenhouse gases and mitigating the effects of
climate change.
As part of the carbon-positive village project, Phayeng will receive a grant of Rs10
crore in phases to facilitate afforestation in the catchment of river Maklang that
flows along the village.
Phayeng is a scheduled caste village of the Chakpa community in Imphal West
district and its conservation efforts are mainly linked to the belief that the forest is a
sacred grove.
It is surrounded by three densely forested hillocks with fruit trees at centre and a
stream flowing through it.
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DEFENCE
Defence ministry inducted LCU L56, its 6th transport ship
The defence ministry has inducted an indigenously designed and built transport
ship has been inducted into the Indian Navy. Landing Craft Utility (LCU) L56 is
the sixth ship of LCU Mk-IV class to be inducted into the Indian Navy.
Amphibious operations capability including transport of troops, tanks, and
equipment will get enhanced with the addition of this LCU which will be based at
Andaman and Nicobar Islands. The ship is commanded by Lt Cdr Gopinath
Narayan and has a complement of five officers and 50 sailors.
Indian Navy:
Part of: Indian Armed Forces
Indian Navy Day: 4th December
Chief of the Naval Staff: Admiral Sunil Lanba
Vice Chief of the Naval Staff: Vice Admiral Ajit Kumar
Supreme Commander: President of India
Aim: To safeguard the nation's maritime borders, and in conjunction with other
Armed Forces of the union

GRSE becomes 'first' Indian shipyard to deliver 100 warships
Garden Reach Ship Builders and Engineers Ltd (GRSE) became the "first
Indian shipyard" to build and deliver 100 warships.
GRSE Chairman and Managing Director, Rear Admiral (Retd) V K Saxena,
formally handed over the 100th warship -- 'IN LCU L-56' -- to the Indian Navy.
In the last 59 years, the company has built around 780 platforms, including 100
warships to the Indian Navy, the Coast Guard, and the Mauritius Coast Guard.
About GRSE:
GRSE - Garden Reach Ship Builders and Engineers Ltd.
It is one of India's leading shipyards.
Located in: Kolkata, West Bengal.
Founded: 1884

US approved to sell 24 'Romeo' Seahawk helicopters to India for USD 2.4
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billion
The US has approved the sale of 24 multi-role MH-60 'Romeo' Seahawk
helicopters to India at an estimated cost of $2.6 billion.
The Lockheed Martin-built helicopters are designed for hunting submarines,
targeting ships, and conducting search-and-rescue operations at sea.
It is considered the world's most advanced maritime helicopter.
The helicopters are currently deployed with the US Navy.
These helicopters would replenish India's aging fleet of British-made Sea
King helicopters.

Indian Navy to acquire 6 lethal submarines under Project-75 India at Rs
50,000 crore
Under Project 75-India, the Navy wants to build six conventional diesel-electric
submarines which would be almost 50 per cent bigger than the under-construction
Scorpene class submarines being built at the Mazagon Dockyards Limited in
Mumbai.
The submarines should have the ability to carry and launch 18 heavyweight
torpedoes in the sea.
For the Indian Navy, the Project 75I-class submarine is a follow-on of the Project
75 Kalvari-class submarines.
The submarines will be equipped with heavy-duty firepower as it wants the boats
to have at least 12 Land Attack Cruise Missiles (LACM) along with Anti-Ship
cruise missiles (ASCM).
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AWARDS AND HONOURS
Lewis Hamilton won Bahrain Grand Prix 2019
Lewis Hamilton won Bahrain Grand Prix 2019 title
He defeated Valtteri Bottas of Finland who secured the second position.
Charles Leclerc was finished with the third position and becoming Ferraris
youngest ever race winner at the age of 21.
About Bahrain Grand Prix 2019
First race took place at the Bahrain International Circuit on 4 April 2004.
Number of times held: 15
First held:2004
Most wins (drivers): Germany Sebastian Vettel
Most wins (constructors): Italy Ferrari

Vikram Patel receives John Dirks Canada Gairdner Global Health Award
Vikram Patel, a psychiatrist and professor of global health at Harvard Medical
School, has won the prestigious John Dirks Canada Gairdner Global Health
Award.
Mr.Patel has led research generating knowledge on the burden and determinants
of mental health problems in low and middle-income countries and pioneered
approaches which utilise community resources for the prevention and
treatment of mental health problems in India with global impact. Laureates
received a $100,000 cash honorarium and will be formally presented with their
awards on October 24, 2019, at the annual Canada Gairdner Awards Gala in
Toronto.
Canada Gairdner Global Health Award:
The John Dirks Canada Gairdner Global Health Award recognizes the worlds top
scientists who have made outstanding achievements in Global Health
Research. Since its inception, the Global Health Award has grown significantly to
become one of the worlds most prestigious awards recognizing excellence in global
health research.

PM Modi awarded UAE's highest civilian honor Zayed medal
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President of the UAE Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan honoured Prime
Minister Narendra Modi with the prestigious Zayed Medal for boosting relations
between the Emirates and India.
The 'Order of Zayed' is the highest civil decoration instituted by the UAE. It
consists of a collar cantered by a medallion bearing the name 'Zayed' - the
founding father of the United Arab Emirates (UAE).
In the past, this award has been conferred to Russian President Vladimir Putin, then
US President George W Bush, German Chancellor Angela Merkel, Chinese
President Xi Jinping and the UK's Queen Elizabeth II.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi has visited UAE twice in three years.
The Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi also visited India in 2017.
About UAE:
Capital: Abu Dhabi
Currency: Dirham

Shah Rukh Khan conferred with Honorary Doctorate from University of Law,
London
Eminent Bollywood actor Shah Rukh Khan conferred with an honorary doctorate
in Philanthropy by the University of Law, London.
He was awarded this for his efforts to give back to society.
He has received the merit during a graduation ceremony which had more than 350
students in attendance.
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SPORTS
Roger Federer won Miami Open 2019 title
Switzerlands Roger Federer defeats USAs John Isner in straight sets to lift his
101st career title at the Miami Open 2019. Federer is now behind only
Americas Jimmy Connors with 109 career singles titles.
Roger Federer has lifted his fourth title at the Miami Open. It is Swiss players 28th
Masters title and the 101st overall for a player who has won 20 Grand Slam singles
titles.
Winners of Miami Open 2019:
Men's singles: Switzerland Roger Federer
Women's singles: Australia Ashleigh Barty
Men's doubles: United States Bob Bryan, United States Mike Bryan
Women's doubles: Belgium Elise Mertens, Belarus Aryna Sabalenka

India win ICC Test Championship mace for 3rd straight year, get USD 1
million
India have won ICC Test Championship mace for the third year in a row after
finishing at the top of ICC Test team rankings on the cut-off date of April 1.
India have also been awarded $1-million cash prize.
New Zealand, who are ranked second, won $500,000 prize money after finishing
with 108 points, eight behind India.
South Africa finished 3rd with 105 points.
Nine Test nations will compete across 27 series and 71 Test matches to reach the
ICC World Test Championship Final in 2021 where the World Test Champions
will be crowned.
About ICC World Test Championship:
Administrator: International Cricket Council (ICC)
Format: Test cricket
First Edition: 201921
Next Edition: 202123
Number of teams: 9
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Indian Badminton Tournament 2019 was held in New Delhi
The Indian Badminton Tournament 2019 was held at K. D. Jadhav Indoor Hall
in New Delhi from 26 to 31 March 2019 and had a total purse of $350,000.
Champions of Indian Open Badminton 2019:
Men's Singles:Viktor Axelsen (Denmark)
Women's Singles: Ratchanok Intanon (Thailand)
Men's Doubles: Lee Yang and Wang Chi-lin (Chinese Taipei)
Women's Doubles: Greysia Polii and Apriyani Rahayu (Indonesia)
Mixed Doubles: Wang Yil and Huang Dongping (China)
India's Srikanth Kidambi lost to Viktor Axelsen of Denmark 7-21, 20-22 in the
men's singles summit clash.

Saurav Ghosal becomes first Indian to enter top-10 in men's PSA rankings
Saurav Ghosal became the first Indian male squash player to enter the top 10 in
the PSA (Professional Squash Association) world rankings.
He has moved up two places to a career-high ranking of tenth and is currently the
only Asian in the top-10.
Ghosal made it to the quarter-finals of the 2018-2019 PSA World Championships
in Chicago, USA for the first time in his career.
He was also a quarter-finalist at the prestigious Grasshopper Cup in Zurich,
Switzerland.
In the women's rankings, Joshna Chinappa continued to be the best-ranked Indian,
moving up to the 15th position.
Earlier, Dipika Pallikal had broken into the top-10 in 2012 and once again in 2014.

Belgium retained top spot in the latest FIFA world football rankings
Belgium continues to dominate the charts with 1737 points.
The top three positions are unchanged with World Cup winner France in
second spot ahead of Brazil, in third.
England rose above Croatia, to reach No 4 this month.
Indian football team gained two places to rise to 101 in the FIFA rankings.
FIFA rankings:
1. Belgium
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2. France
3. Brazil
4. England (+1)
5. Croatia (-1)
6. Uruguay (+1)
7. Portugal (-1)
8. Switzerland
9. Spain
10. Denmark
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APPOINTMENTS / RESIGN
Zuzana Caputova became Slovakia's first female president
Liberal lawyer Zuzana aputov won Slovakia's Presidential election, becoming the
country's first female head of state.
A member of the Progressive Slovakia party, aputov won 58.3% votes after
results from 98.1% of the voting districts were counted.
aputov defeated European Commission Vice President, Maro efovi, who was
backed by the ruling party, SMER-SD.
She is due to be sworn in on 15 of June.
Caputova will now become Slovakia's fifth president since its independence in the
1993 split of Czechoslovakia.
Slovakia becomes the eighth country in the European Union to currently have a
woman in power.
About Slovakia:
Capital: Bratislava
Currency: Euro
Official language: Slovak

ECI apppointed Viswajeet as Intelligence Chief for AP
The Election Commission of India appointed Additional Director-General of
Police Kumar Viswajeet as Intelligence Chief for Andhra Pradesh. A 1994 batch
IPS officer, Mr. Viswajeet, is presently Chairman of the Andhra Pradesh State
Level Police Recruitment Board (APSLPRB). He will take charge immediately.
The top post fell vacant with the Election Commission transferring former
Intelligence DG, A.B. Venkateswara Rao.
The Intelligence wing plays a key role in guiding the police and the election
authorities on mobilisation of forces in critical and cut-off villages.
Election Commission of India (ECI):
ECI is responsible for administering election processes in India
Formed: 25 January 1950
Headquarters: New Delhi
Chief Election Commissioner: Sunil Arora
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Election Commissioner: Ashok Lavasa

Manu Sawhney took over as ICC Chief Executive with immediate effect
India-born Manu Sawhney, the ex-CEO of Singapore Sports Hub and exManaging Director of ESPN Star Sports, has been working alongside the outgoing
Chief Executive David Richardson for last six weeks to ensure a smooth
transition.
Richardson will remain with the International Cricket Council (ICC) until July to
oversee the delivery of the ICC Mens Cricket World Cup 2019.

Eicher Motors Ltd. Vinod K.Dasari as the CEO of Royal Enfield
Eicher Motors Ltd. has appointed Vinod K. Dasari as the Chief Executive
Officer of Royal Enfield. He will also join the board of Eicher Motors as executive
director with immediate effect. He stepped down as MD and CEO of Ashok
Leyland on March 31. He takes over from Siddhartha Lal, who will continue as
the MD of Eicher Motors.
The company also plans to invest Rs.700 crore in capital expenditure for 2019-20.
The planned expenditure will include completion of construction work of the
Technology Centre, Phase-2 of the Vallam Vadagal plant in Tamil Nadu and
towards the development of new platforms and products.

Google India head Rajan Anandan resigns after 8 years
Rajan Anandan, vice president for Google India and South East Asia, is leaving the
company after an eight-year stint and will be joining Silicon Valleys marquee
venture fund Sequoia Capital.
He will stay until the end of this month.
Rajan Anandan had joined Google in 2011.
His responsibility will be taken over by Country Director Sales Vikas Agnihotri in
the interim.

Algeria's president Abdelaziz Bouteflika resigns after 20 years in power
Algerias long-serving president Abdelaziz Bouteflika announced his resignation,
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after mass protests demanding an end to his rule, and after a call from the army for
him to be declared unfit to hold office.
Bouteflika came to the presidency after its darkest period, the 1990s Islamic
insurgency.
After taking power in 1999, he managed to bring back stability to a country
devastated by killings and distrust.
Mr Bouteflika has not publicly spoken and has been wheelchair-bound since a
stroke in 2013.
Bouteflika is accused of failing to create an economy that could offer enough jobs,
despite the nation's vast oil and gas wealth.
Abdelkader Bensalah took charge as interim leader for a maximum of 90 days as
elections are organised.
About Algeria:
Capital: Algiers
Currency: Algerian dinar
Acting President: Abdelkader Bensalah
Prime Minister: Noureddine Bedoui

Vipin Anand assumed charge as new Managing Director of LIC
Vipin Anand was appointed as the Managing Director of the Life Insurance
Corporation of India (LIC), by the government last month.
He was instrumental in setting up LIC's operations in Singapore and Bangladesh.
He served more than 35 years in LIC.
Life Insurance Corporation (LIC) executive board comprises of one chairman and
four managing directors (MDs).
The government appointed MR Kumar as the Chairman of Life Insurance
Corporation (LIC) and TC Suseel Kumar as the managing director (MD) on March
13.
About LIC:
LIC - Life Insurance Corporation of India
It is the largest insurance company in India.
Headquarters: Mumbai
Founded: 1 September 1956
Owner: Government of India
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American David Malpass selected as the new President of the World Bank
David Malpass is currently US Treasury Department's Under Secretary for
International Affairs.
He was a senior economic adviser to US President Donald Trump during his 2016
election campaign.
The 63-year-old, nominated by Trump, was the only candidate for the job.
Malpass succeeds Jim Yong-kim, who stepped down on February 1 to join an
investment firm.
Kristalina Georgieva, chief executive officer of the bank, has been acting as the
interim President.

Nasscom appoints Keshav Murugesh as CEO
IT industry body Nasscom has appointed WNS Global Services Group CEO
Keshav Murugesh as its chairman for 2019-20. He takes over from his previous
role as vice-chairman of Nasscom. He succeeds Rishad Premji (Wipro chief
strategy officer and board member).
Nasscom has appointed Infosys COO U.B. Pravin Rao as its vice-chairman for
2019-20.

Vikram Kirloskar appointed as CIIs president
Vikram Kirloskar, CMD of Kirloskar Systems Ltd., and vice-chairman of Toyota
Kirloskar Motor has assumed office as President of the Confederation of Indian
Industry (CII) for 2019-20. He takes over from Rakesh Bharti Mittal, vicechairman, Bharti Enterprises.
Uday Kotak, founder and MD & CEO of Kotak Mahindra Bank, is the presidentdesignate of CII for 2019-20. T.V. Narendran, CEO & MD of Tata Steel Limited,
takes over as CII vice-president for 2019-20.
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IMPORTANT DAYS
World Autism Awareness Day is observed on 2nd April
World Autism Awareness Day is an internationally recognized day observed
on 2nd April every year. The aim is to encourage member states of the United
Nations to take measures to raise awareness about people with Autism Spectrum
Disorder (ASD) throughout the world. The theme for 2019 is "Assistive
Technologies, Active Participation".
It was designated by the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA). World
Autism Awareness Day was passed in council on 1 November 2007 and adopted on
18 December 2007. It was proposed by the United Nations representative from
Qatar, Her Highness Sheikha Mozah Bint Nasser Al-Missned, Consort of His
Highness Sheikh Hamad Bin Khalifa Al-Thani, the Emir of the State of Qatar, and
supported by all member states.
World Autism Day is one of only seven official health-specific UN Days. The day
itself brings individual autism organizations together all around the world to aid in
things like research, diagnoses, treatment, and overall acceptance for those affected
by this developmental disorder.

Rajasthan Day was celebrated on 30th March
Rajasthan Day is celebrated every year on March 30 to commemorate the day on
which the state of Rajasthan came into existence. Rajasthan, earlier known
as Rajputana, came into existence on March 30, 1949. Rajasthan Day
commemorates the valour, strong will power and sacrifice of the people of
Rajasthan.
Before Independence, Rajasthan was comprised of around 21 small and big
princely states. The princely states were annexed to the union of India on 15th
August 1947 but their unification could be accomplished only later.Rajasthan
Union came into existence by the union of states namely Banswara, Bundi,
Dungarpur, Jhalawar, Kishangarh, Pratapgarh, Shahpura, Tonk, and Kota on 25th
March 1948. The United State of Rajasthan was inaugurated by Pt. Jawaharlal
Nehru on 18th April 1948.
Greater Rajasthan States like Bikaner, Jaisalmer, Jaipur, and Jodhpur got merged
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and formed Greater Rajasthan on 30th March 1949 which was inaugurated by
Sardar Vallabh Bhai Patel. Later Rajasthan was further reorganised by the merger
of Matsya Union on May 15th, 1949, Sirohi joined Rajasthan on January 26th,
1950 and annexation of Ajmer-Merwara region in November 1956. Later Madhya
Pradesh's Bhanpura tehsil and Abu of Gujarat also merged with Rajasthan.

Odisha celebrated 84th foundation day on April 1, 2019
The day is also known as Utkal Divas.
Odisha was the first State to be formed on linguistic basis in 1936. Earlier, Odisha
was part of Bihar.
About Odisha:
Capital: Bhubaneshwar
Governor: Ganeshi Lal
Chief Minister: Naveen Patnaik
National Parks: Similipal NP, Bhitarkanika NP
Famous Dances: Odissi (Classical), Munari, Chhau, Ghumara

UN observes International Day for Mine Awareness on 4th April
On 8 December 2005, the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) declared
that 4 April of each year shall be observed as the International Day for Mine
Awareness and Assistance in Mine Action.
The theme for 2019 is "United Nations Promotes SDGs Safe Ground Safe
Home".
United Nations Mine Action Service (UNMAS) has been working to:
meet the needs of the affected people and tailored to the threat of explosive
hazards faced by civilians, peacekeepers, and humanitarians
save lives
facilitate deployment of UN missionsand the delivery of humanitarian assistance
protect civilians
support the voluntary return of the internally displaced and refugees
enable humanitarian and recovery activities
advocate for international humanitarian and human rights law
United Nations Mine Action Service (UNMAS):
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Formation: October 1997
Headquarters: New York, USA
Director of UNMAS: Agnes Marcaillou

Prevention of Blindness Week observed from 1st to 7th April 2019 in India
April 1 to 7 is observed as Prevention of Blindness Week every year in India.
It is observed to alert and awaken the society towards various factors which causes
blindness.
It is organised by National Society for the Prevention of Blindness-India (NSPB-I)
along with the support of state and local branches.
Initiated in 1960, Prevention of Blindness Week was launched by Jawaharlal
Nehru and Raj Kumari Amrit Kaur, under Societies Registration Act of 1860.
Indian Government has also launched another campaign Vision 2020: The Right
to Sight in collaboration with WHO to prevent blindness.
Some facts on Blindness in India:
Over 15 million people are blind in India out of the worlds 37 million blind (2007
records).
One out of every three people in India is blind.
The major causes of blindness in India are malnutrition, trachoma & cataract
among others. Other causes include shortage of optometrists and donated eyes.

National Maritime Day is celebrated on April 5 in India
National Maritime Day in India is celebrated on April 5 every year. The day is
being observed since 1964. Hundred years ago, on this day in 1919, navigation
history was created when SS Loyalty, the first ship of The Scindia Steam
Navigation Company Ltd travelled to the United Kingdom from Mumbai. It
was a crucial step for India shipping history when sea routes were controlled by the
British. It marked a red letter day in the maritime history of India.
This day is celebrated to spread awareness in supporting intercontinental
commerce and the global economy. The theme of the 56th edition of the National
Maritime Day is Indian Ocean-An Ocean of opportunity. National Maritime Day
2019 awards, the Varuna Award, will also be given for outstanding contribution to
Indian Maritime Sector.
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AGREEMENTS, MOU
India and Bolivia signed for the development and industrial use of lithium
India and Bolivia have signed an agreement for the development and industrial
use of lithium during the state visit of the President Ram Nath Kovind to Bolivia.
Lithium is a prime component used to power electric vehicles and cell phones.
India and Bolivia agreed to forge a mutually beneficial partnership to facilitate
Bolivian supplies of lithium Carbonate to India. The countries also plan to foster
joint ventures for lithium battery/cell production plants in India.
This agreement will make Bolivia one of the major provider of metal for India's emobility and e-storage needs. Bolivia is known to have one-fourth of the world's
lithium reserves. The agreement facilitates mechanisms for the commercialization
of Lithium Carbonate and Potassium Chloride produced in Bolivia by Yacimientos
de Litio Bolivianos Corporation (YLB Corporation).
Bolivia:
President: Evo Morales
Vice President: Alvaro Garca Linera
Capital: Sucre (constitutional)
La Paz (seat of government)
Currency: Boliviano (BOB)
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INDEX / LIST
Over 113 mn people in 53 countries experienced acute hunger in 2018
According to a new joint UN and European Union (EU) report, More than 113
million people across 53 countries experienced acute hunger last year, with
conflict, climate-related disasters and economic turbulence mainly driving the food
insecurity crisis.
Global Report on Food Crises 2019 prepared by 15 leading global and regional
organizations was led by UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), the World
Food Programme (WFP) and International Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI).
It was released by Food Security Information Network (FSIN).
According to the report, nearly two-thirds of those facing acute hunger come from
just eight countries: Afghanistan, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Ethiopia,
Nigeria, South Sudan, Sudan, Syria and Yemen.
About FAO:
FAO - Food and Agriculture Organization
It is a specialized agency of the United Nations that leads international efforts to
defeat hunger.
Headquarters: Rome, Italy
Founded: 16 October 1945
Goal of FAO: To achieve food security for all and make sure that people have
regular access to enough high-quality food to lead active, healthy lives.
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QUIZ CORNER
1) Who became the first female president of Slovakia?
A.Viorica Dncil
B.Kersti Kaljulaid
C.Zuzana aputov
D.Hilda Heine

Answer C
2) Indian Navy recently inducted sixth indigenously designed and built
transport ship, LCU L56, of class LCU Mk-IV. WHat does LCU stand for?
A.Light Composite Unit
B.Launch Control Unit
C.Landing Craft Utility
D.Logistic Combat Utility

Answer C
3) Supreme Court has recently suspended the environmental clearance
granted for _________.
A.Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose International Airport, West Bengal
B.Mopa International Airport, Goa
C.Navi Mumbai International Airport, Maharashtra
D.Sindhudurg Chipi International Airport, Maharashtra

Answer B
4) Who is appointed as Intelligence Chief for Andhra Pradesh?
A.Kumar Viswajeet
B.C.R.Chikkamath
C.Biren Dutta
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D.Dev Swarup

Answer A
5) Who won the Miami Open (tennis) 2019 for Men's singles?
A.John Isner
B.D.Shapovalov
C.Rafael Nadal
D.Roger Federer

Answer D
6) RBI announced branches of ________ to function as Bank of Baroda (BoB)
outlets from April 1?
A.Vijaya Bank, Dena Bank
B.IndusInd Bank, South Indian Bank
C.Yes Bank, IDFC First Bank
D.UCO Bank, Karur Vysya Bank

Answer A
7) Centre turned down _______ request for paramilitary forces.
A.J&K
B.Uttar Pradesh
C.West Bengal
D.Tamil Nadu

Answer C
8) Which of the following State has introduced the braille-enabled ballot
papers at all polling booths?
A.Assam
B.Meghalaya
C.Himachal Pradesh
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D.Uttar Pradesh

Answer B
9) Which of the following bank is the third-largest bank in India?
A.Dena Bank
B.Bank of Baroda (BoB)
C.HDFC Bank
D.ICICI Bank

Answer B
10) What is the name of Japans new imperial era, which is set to begin on 1
May, 2019?
A.Showa
B.Taisho
C.Heisei
D.Reiwa

Answer D
11) What is the theme for World Autism Awareness Day 2019?
A.Opening Doors to Inclusive Education
B.Assistive Technologies, Active Participation
C.Toward Autonomy and Self-Determination
D.Employment: The Autism Advantage

Answer B
12) In which State did the Centre plan to set up a Terror Monitoring Group
(TMG) against terror financing and terror-related activities?
A.J&K
B.Maharashtra
C.Assam
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D.Mizoram

Answer A
13) When is the Rajasthan Day observed?
A.March 30
B.March 31
C.April 1
D.April 2

Answer A
14) Which of the following is to Vote through Ballot Papers in the Lok Sabha
Election 2019?
A.Mumbai, Maharashtra
B.Chennai, Tamil Nadu
C.Faizabad, Uttar Pradesh
D.Nizamabad, Telangana

Answer D
15) When is the World Autism Awareness Day observed?
A.March 30
B.April 1
C.April 2
D.April 3

Answer C
16) What technology did Hyundai launch in India that will allow users to
interact with their cars using voice?
A.Predictive Automobile Technology
B.Automatic High-Beam control
C.Versatile Cruise Control
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D.BlueLink connectivity feature

Answer D
17) Who became the first Indian male squash player to enter the list of top 10
in the latest PSA world rankings?
A.Saurav Ghosal
B.Ramit Tandon
C.Mahesh Mangaonkar
D.Vikram Malhotra

Answer A
18) GST has given a record high collection of ________ in the month of March.
A.Rs.5 trillion
B.Rs.2.82 trillion
C.Rs.1.06 trillion
D.Rs.3.4 trillion

Answer C
19) With which of the following Country did India sign MoU for the
development and industrial use of lithium?
A.Australia
B.Bolivia
C.Chile
D.Argentina

Answer B
20) Who won the John Dirks Canada Gairdner Global Health Award?
A.Sanjiv Chopra
B.Vikram Patel
C.Karthik Ramanna
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D.Krishna G. Palepu

Answer B
21) Which of the following country is to increase sugar, rice and bovine
imports from India?
A.Bangladesh
B.China
C.Pakistan
D.Indonesia

Answer D
22) Which of the following dragged India to WTO over import duties on ICT
products?
A.ASEAN
B.African Union (AU)
C.European Union (EU)
D.United Nations (UN)

Answer C
23) Which of the following plans to utilise solar energy to power electric
vehicle charging stations?
A.Mangalore Electricity Supply Company (MESCOM)
B.Bangalore Electricity Supply Company (BESCOM)
C.Hubali Electricity Supply Company (HESCOM)
D.Gulbarga Electricity Supply Company (GESCOM)

Answer B
24) Indian Army built the longest suspension bridge over Indus river in Leh n
a record 40 days. Name the bridge.
A.Elgin
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B.Coleroon
C.Bogibeel
D.Maitri

Answer D
25) Algeria's president who resigned after 20 years in power, is _________.
A.Abdelaziz Bouteflika
B.Abdelkader Bensalah
C.Armen Sarkissian
D.Ismal Omar Guelleh

Answer A
26) April 1 to 7 is observed as Prevention of _________ Week every year in
India.
A.Diabetes
B.Cancer
C.Blindness
D.Malaria

Answer C
27) US approved to sell 24 'Romeo' Seahawk helicopters to India for _______.
A.$1.8 billion
B.$2.6 billion
C.$3.2 billion
D.$4.1 billion

Answer B
28) When is the International Mine Awareness Day observed?
A.April 2
B.April 3
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C.April 4
D.April 5

Answer C
29) RBI has set the limits of Ways and Means Advances (WMA) for the first
half of FY2019 to _________.
A.Rs.50,000 crore
B.Rs.75,000 crore
C.Rs.1,00,000 crore
D.Rs.1,10,000 crore

Answer B
30) RBI reduced repo rate for second consecutive time by 25 bps to ________.
A.6.50%
B.6.25%
C.6.75%
D.6%

Answer D
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